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It is therefore not a surprise that the nature of postgraduate teaching is
also fundamentally changing. As far back as 1986, Blume already remarked
on two sets of interests or rationales of policy makers on postgraduate
research:

“There are on the one hand the traditional concerns and responsibilities of
higher education policy and matters such as the structure of postgraduate
qualifications, or the socio-cognitive experience enjoyed by the trainee
scientists, that have naturally reflected the history of decisions taken
essentially about universities. But science policy makers have also played
an important role and their decisions as to the availability of research funds,
or their assessment of research manpower ‘needs’, have also been of vital

importance”.

Blume (1986) further states that effective co-ordination between these two
areas of decision-making has been rare but that governments are moving

into the picture by formulating an explicit policy.

“Both government policy and student demand are forcing a new
instrumentalism upon universities. Students increasingly seek qualifications
which will benefit them in an inhospitable labour market, and teachers are
increasingly inclined to respond to this demand” (Blume, 1986:219).

According to Blume (1986), this move to vocationalism also has the effect
that “the structure of postgraduate programmes is changing. The
importance of relevance, efficiency and accountability is an imperative that
universities have to keep in mind when structuring a programme. This is in
line with most governmental policies that urge the industrial relevance of
training” (1986:220).

Recently, Burgess (1997) commented on the changing context of
postgraduate education in the United Kingdom. According to him,
postgraduate education in the UK has grown 235% in the last two decades.
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http://www.sun.ac.za/ohilosophy/mphil.htm
http://www.sun.ac.za/as/mphilancientcultures.htm
http://www.sun.ac.za/vaps/postgraduate/mphilmarks.htm










































