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was an annex of an international agreement'* known as the London
Accord and signed by the four Allied powers, namely France, the
United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and the United States of America.

The thirteen articles of the Nuremberg Charter addressed the
tribunal's composition, rules of procedure, jurisdiction and the law to
be applied. According to Article 6 of the Charter of the International
Military Tribunal, the Tribunal had jurisdiction over crimes against
peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity. The significant
feature of Article 6 was the inclusion of two crimes that had not
previously been articulated in international criminal law: crimes
against humanity and crimes against peace. These two new classes
of crimes made it possible to bring to justice German high officials
who might otherwise have been beyond the reach of conviction, but
whose actions so shocked the human conscience that they warranted
particular sanction.

During the sessions of the Tribunal most of the defendants' objections
dealt with the question as to whether the Tribunal had jurisdiction and
which law was to be applied. The powerful argument of the
defendants regarding the jurisdiction of the Tribunal revolved around
the question of the sovereignty of the state and whether the law could
be applied using the principle nullum crimen sine Iege.15 To this day
the question of legitimacy is still being discussed at an academic

" The Agreement for the Prosecution and Punishment of Major War
Criminals of the European Axis (1945), Charter of the International Military
Tribunal, reprinted in van den Wyngaert International Criminal Law A
Collection of International and European Instruments 2ed (2000) 55-61

' Sadat The Evolution of the ICC: From The Hague to Rome and Back
Again in Sewall, Karsen (eds) TheUnited States and the International
Criminal Court National Security and International Law (2000) 31-35
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