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Chapter 2: Myths and Misconceptions

Myths can be seen as widely held but false beliefs. Misconceptions and myths about
rape have to be made explicit and challenged because sexual violence against women
is rife in South African society. These rape myths influence the manner in which rape
survivors are treated in the different spheres of the criminal justice system (Van der
Merwe, 1995:2). Different factors influence how people perceive the act of rape. The
broader public may place emphasis on the misconceptions that exist or they may focus

on the high rape statistics.
2.1 The statistics on rape reported for the period January to June 1998.
The following statistics were gathered from the South African Police Central Information

Management Centre (CIMC) (South African Law Commission Project, 1999:67).

Statistics reflect only a small percentage of the actual incidence of rape.

Cases reported to the
police 2 898

Cases that went to court 1690

Cases that were

prosecuted 640

The number of accused
found guilty 334

The number of accused

found not guilty 306

Table 2.1

According to NICRO (National Institute for Crime Prevention and Rehabilitation of
Offenders) 1 out of 20 rapes are reported, and according to the police 1 out of 35 rapes
9
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