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9
Verkuyl sees Homogeneity as a criterion that says you can be sure to find the same sort
of action at any part of the interval. Imperfective is a criterion that separates Activities
from Performance : i.e. the union of Accomplishment and Achievement.

1.4 On the alleged punctual nature of Achievements

Vendler used a criterion called by Verkuyl Present Perfect Now PPN to set Achievement
apart from the other three classes. He observed that in the case of pure Achievement
terms present tense is used as history present or immediate future as in the sentences
below :

(10) Now he wins
(11) Now he has won

Verkuyl points out that the distinction between Accomplishment and Achievement is
completely lexical. This is quite different from the other three categories.

With differences between Activities and Accomplishment, States vs Accomplishment and
States vs Activities, it is the complement —NP and the verb which is involved, these will be
illustrated with sentences (12), (13) and (14).

(12) Activities Accomplishments
She ate sandwiches She ate a sandwich
She wrote at the letter She wrote a letter
She ate from the cheese She ate the cheese

(13) States Accomplishment
She ate no sandwiches She ate a sandwich

She wrote to nobody She wrote a letter
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