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glands in the functioning of social structures of the Cordylidae. For this, I investigated the

following key aspects:

1. Geographic patterns in the presence/absence of generation glands in cordylid lizards
and possible correlations with climatic parameters.

2. Inter- and intraspecific variation in generation gland number, sexual dimorphism, and
age at which glands differentiate in cordylids.

3. Possible correlation between aggression levels and the presence/absence of generation
glands in females of a cordylid species.

4. Differential male response to epidermal gland secretions of females with femoral and

generation glands in a cordylid species.

This study is a product of the ongoing research done by the Cordylidae Research Team,
which forms part of the Vertebrate Functional Biology Group, based at the University of
Stellenbosch. It forms part of a long-term project of which the goal is to conduct a
phylogenetic analysis of epidermal glands and social structures within the Cordylidae

family.
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