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Since the bulk of South Africa’s table grape crop is exported, the cultivation of
any table grape cultivar in South Africa is largely determined by overseas demand
and market share obtained by marketing. The future prospects of this region as a
major seedless grape producing region seemed assured (Saayman, 1988) due to
several reasons, including: (i) Excellent infrastructure already existed to support
cultivation for this niche market; (ii) high mean summer temperatures ensures early
maturation and harvesting during December and January and (iii) Sultana is already
adaptation to the desert-like climate.

At the end of 2000, a total of 5400 hectares of table grapes were already
established in the Orange River area districts (ORPA, 2001), with Kakamas and
Groblershoop, respectively as the districts with the most and least hectares of table
grapes established (Fig. 2.2). The average yield of table grapes per bearing hectare
along the Lower Orange River for the 1999/2000 and 2000/2001 seasons is
summarised in Table 2.1. The average yield of export quality table grapes (class 1
and class 2) was 2292 cartons (4.5 kg) per bearing hectare for the 1999/2000 and
2000/2001 seasons.
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Fig. 2.2 Total hectares of table grapes planted per district in 2000 in the Orange River area
(ORPA, 2001).

There were dramatic increases of table grape plantings along the Lower Orange
River from 1998 to 2000 as can be seen from Table 2.2. In 2001, however, the total
new plantings was almost half of the previous year. Future plantings are expected to
continue, but at a lower annual rate than in the past. Farmers have realised that the
widespread growth along the Lower Orange River area is straining the markets with
the large amounts of seedless table grapes that are exported from this area. The
large-scale development of new vineyards also has a big impact on management,
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