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Like history, or because it is history, culture has as its material base the level

of the productive forces and the mode of production.

Somehow, Berke (1997:308) do agree with Amuta’s views on culture when they declare:

Culture mandates who talks to whom about what and for how long. You were
not born knowing a language, how to select “in” clothing, how to spend your
time, or the most appropriate ways to show respect. Your culture presented
you with a blueprint for how you should live your life and how you should

communicate about it.

They further believe that culture is the deposit of knowledge, experience, beliefs, values,
attitudes, earnings, religion and material objects acquired by a group of people in the
course of generations through individual and group striving. This indicates that people
acquire their culture through various channels of communication and express their culture

through the same channels.

Raymond Williams as quoted by Storey (1993:20) suggests three broad definitions of

culture. He avers:

Culture can be used to refer to a general process of intellectual, spiritual and

aesthetic development.

A second definition, which he suggests, is that:

Culture might be to suggest a particular way of life, whether of people, a

period or a group.

Williams further maintains that if one speaks of the cultural development of Western
Europe, one would have in mind not just intellectual and aesthetic factors, but the

development of literacy, holidays, sport and religious festivals.
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