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longer mere objects of history’, but as subjects of history in the making and of democratisation and

development in Southern Africa.” [own emphasis]

Community radio is thus viewed as an important medium of expression for local
communities especially in a society with a high rate of illiteracy and a large majority living
in relative poverty. The fact that community radio is potentially one of the main sources

of news and information to most people makes it a matter of fundamental public interest.

While commercial radio is primarily geared to make profits, public radio has a national
public mandate to keep South Africans informed, educated and entertained. The
organisation of public radio on a regional and a national basis makes it conducive for this
medium to focus on ‘the bigger national picture’ rather than local community issues. In
contrast, community radio has the ability to provide listeners with information of local
concern. Naughton (Interview:2000) says community radio is about a journalism of

caring for people at the place where people live.

The rise of community broadcasting and community radio and the subsequent
challenges facing this sector must be understood in this context.
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