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were in senior management, provides a ‘field’ perspective. This experiential
underpinning coupled with a thorough preliminary literature review afforded the
insights that led to the formulation of the research study goals.

HISTORY AND METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
History of the Study

| will first deal with the history of the study, as its history gives the reader some
of the reasoning behind the nature of the research and the consequent
research decisions with respect to methodology and strategy.

The study began in 1997, based upon a reading of an anthology edited by
Professor Michael Ray and Alan Rinzler'®. Ray, until recently, was Professor of
Creativity and Innovation Studies at the Stanford Graduate School of Business
and is now Professor Emeritus. The anthology was a collection of essays by
notable academics and business leaders titled - The New Paradigm in
Business - subtitled Emerging Strategies for Leadership and Organisational
Change published in 1993. The anthology was edited for the World Business
Academy, which emerged in 1987 from a series of private meetings held
among a small group of business leaders and futurists over an 18-month
period at SRI International (Stanford Research Institute). The sessions were
catalysed by an awareness that is described (Ray & Rinzler, 1993: 300) as “a
tidal wave of change, forecasted to wash over the international business
community and the entire globe, with unprecedented force”. The goal of those
meetings was to examine the essential nature of this type of global change.

The Search for a Global Perspective
In an effort to corroborate what, at first, appeared to be somewhat radical and

very different, yet compelling viewpoints and ideas, a search for the opinions,
views and perspectives of other authors began. In what seems, with hindsight,

' Rinzler was a publisher at Bantam Books and Simon and Schuster
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