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institution aims to be on par with international standards, it becomes a given
that an institution of learning that has no form of academic support and
development, is a non-starter. SACTE, like other tertiary institutions in the
country, is faced with the disadvantaged majority, who are expected to
compete on the same level as the rest of the world, despite their inferior

educational background.

1.4 THE PROBLEM STATEMENT

The scenario expounded in the introductory section informs this research in
finding ways and means to promote effective classroom practitioners and life-
long learners who can be facilitators of change (Bagwandeen, 1994: 15). This
study is concerned with identifying learner support and developmental needs
of SACTE's Early Childhood Education (ECE) students. The needs of these
students, most of whom are full-time teachers themselves, have not been
explicated and recorded before. It appears, therefore, to be difficult for an
institution like SACTE to provide the services and interventions that might
enable these students to perform to the best of their academic and
professional abilities if learner needs are not addressed in those

interventions.

Within the parameters of the problem as outlined, four sets of factors have
been isolated to articulate the problem of student needs identification,

namely:

e infra-structural
e language
e assessment

e tutor-student relationship issues.

These factors have been operationalised in two survey instruments utilised by

the researcher for data generation to determine student academic
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