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My previous interviews had all been semi-structured. In other words, where the questions are
normally specified, but the interviewer is free to probe beyond the answers.”” For this
purpose, the questions were all open-ended and for the sake of comparison and conformity,
the interviews were all based upon the same standard questions.'® For this study, without the
same need for conformity, both interviews were unstructured. “Authenticity, rather than
reliability is often the issue in qualitative research” states David Silverman and for these
dialogues this was indeed the case.'” The full transcripts of both interviews can be seen on

pages 118 and 119 of this study.

Documentary Evidence

Despite the benefits of the data obtained from the interviews, the historical nature of this work
naturally meant that the majority of information employed was gathered from documentary
sources. Having reached its centenary recently, the events surrounding the Anglo-Boer War
and the emergence of South African sport thereafter, made literature and document
examination the only practical method of exploring the subject. Concerned primarily with the
processes through which these texts depict ‘reality’, their use however should be tempered

with an element of caution. As Atkinson and Coffey put it:

We should not use documentary sources as surrogates for other kinds of
data. We cannot, for instance, learn through records alone how an
organisation actually operates day-by-day. Equally, we cannot treat records
— however ‘official’ — as firm evidence of what they report ... that strong
reservation does not mean that we should ignore or downgrade documentary
data. On the contrary, our recognition of their existence as social facts alerts
us to the necessity to treat them very seriously indeed. We have to approach
them for what they are and what they are used to accomplish.'®

With this in mind as well as published books, journals and conference papers, information for
this study was predominantly gathered from primary sources, such as newspapers (both South
African and British), annual reports, official guides and notably, a selection of private and
public letters written by key cultural and political figures of the period. The minutes of both
the English Rugby Football Union and the South African Rugby Football Board as well as the
Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) were especially useful in recreating the climate of discourse

during this particular period in history.

i U May, Social Research: Issues, Methods and Process, 1993, p. 93.

'® A copy of the questions as well as the proformas, transcripts and observations made are located within D.C.
Allen, Beating Them At Their Own Game, 2000, unpublished BSc (Hons) Paper. Stellenbosch University
Library, South Africa.

' D. Silverman, Interpreting Qualitative Data, 2001, p. 13.

'® P. Atkinson & A. Coffey, ‘Analysing documentary realities’, in D. Silverman (ed.), Qualitative Research:
Theory, Method and Practice, 1997, p. 47.
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