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1.8.3 Distance Education

Distance education is a concept that is made up of “distance” and ‘“education.”
According to Collins Dictionary and the Thesaurus (1989:287) the word distance is

outlined as “ the state of being apart, separation or remoteness in relationship”

Holmberg (1985:9) defines distance education as “...the various forms of study at all
levels which are not under the continuous immediate supervision of tutors present with
their students in lecture rooms or on the same premises, but who, nevertheless, benefit

from the planning, guidance and tuition of a tutorial organization.

There exists no consensus between educators, as far as the term distance education is
concerned. Garrison (1991:3) maintains that "...it is not a simple task capturing the
essence of the field.” Keegan (1986: 49-50) on the other hand compiled a descriptive
definition which perhaps gives the study some sound foundation as far as TSA is

concerned. The definition comprises of the following:

% quasi-permanent gap between the educator and the learner;
* structured instructional design and organization;

% support systems for the learners;

¢ the use of media technolog);;

% the creation of two- way communication; and

%* quasi-permanent absence from a group.

Furthermore, the time aspect should be regarded as crucial. Learning takes place
according to the learner’s programme instead of the programme of the facilitator of
learning consequently the format ought to be learner-centered (Greyling, 1993:39).

For the purpose of this study “distance education” means: a teaching method that takes
place over a distance, which implies that the facilitator and the learner are separated by
distance, and that the facilitation of the learning process will be achieved by means of the

written word, minimum face-to face contact and multi-media technology.
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