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Saldanha Bay, where Masiza and Blue Bay are located, is regarded as one of the best
areas particularly for shellfish farming in South Africa. This is due to the constant
flow of nutrients from the Benguella current, which is rich in nutrients; weather
conditions in the area also favour shellfish farming. Moreover the area is relatively
free from red tide disease, which rarely occurs but which can affect shellfish

(mussels) and destroys their quality.

It is reasonable to state that this bay has a global comparative advantage. The fact that
the production cycle for shellfish is much shorter than the production period in other
major foreign production areas, such as China, New Zealand (where most of the
South African imports come from), the Netherlands and China confirms that. The
mussels grow to market size in a period of 4 to 6 months, whilst it takes 18 months for
mussels to grow to market size in New Zealand, 24 months in Spain and 30 months in

the Netherlands (Karaan, 1999).

1.7.2 Data collection and field work survey

A literature review on contract farming, early and more recent experiences of contract

farming, fieldwork and personal interviews formed part of this investigation.

Fieldwork entailed direct interaction with relevant parties; this followed a
participatory and interactive approach, where the researcher worked closely together
with the three parties (Masiza, Blue Bay, and La Vie) for a period of two years. The
fieldwork was an ongoing process since the beginning of the project in June 2002
until the completion of this research. The fieldwork also helped in underpinning
socio-economic related factors as the way of characterising Masiza. This assisted the
researcher in gathering information on social capital issues such as culture, religion,

customs, tradition and trust regarding the parties.

In conducting the research a number of activities were undertaken; following the case
study method and procedures, a series of personal interviews with Masiza, La Vie and
Blue Bay were arranged. Blue Bay and La Vie were selected for interviews because

they are both core partners of this venture, the former being the main technical partner
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