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coupled with an analysis of selected texts from various credal systems of the times. At the outset
it needs to be stipulated that the thesis is in no way intended as a theological study, although
relevant theological writings and observations may at times be cited by way of illustration, or as

part of the wider, different concerns of the study.

The methodology to be employed in this thesis belongs in the domain of history of religions, that
is, the discipline in which the historian investigates the types of religions practised by various
societies throughout history. Before proceeding, the very terms “religion” and “history” need to
be defined however, current usage often ranging between the colloquial and rudimentary, and
assumed understandings of the terms, when used in advanced scholarly debates. At the latter
level, indeed, divergences of opinion in the use and application of the terms among scholars
themselves are readily apparent. It is therefore important to establish the manner in which these

terms will be employed throughout this study.

1.4.1.1 The Term “Religion”
For Robert D. Baird (1991b:13), the term “religion” “...has indeed been a nebulous term,

which, if the scholar is to proceed with credibility, must be given a functional definition prior to
the investigation rather than at the end of the study”. Baird (ibid.) favours Paul Tillich’s
definition, namely that “religion is ultimate concern... Such a definition is serviceable [for the
historian of religions] since it defines... the goal of understanding the beliefs, rites, temples, and
entire life patterns of individuals or communities in the light of their ultimate concerns”. (My

emphasis.)

The term “religion” is a vexed one, however, one good definition soon raising disagreement in
other quarters. Wilfred Cantwell Smith (1962) argued in his 7he Meaning and End of Religion
that the term is misleading, imprecise, even wholly unusable - and thus not serviceable for the
historian of religions - because it does not adequately treat of the nature of belief itself.
Numerous scholars have entered the debate, further illustrating the disagreements among
themselves about the application(s) of the term “religion”. These discussions are beyond the
scope of this study; they are mentioned here merely in order to situate the problems surrounding

the term. Nevertheless, a serviceable definition is necessary. Birger A. Pearson (1997:10)
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