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= Kurt Lewin

= William Foote Whyte

1950,s: Socio- Developed at Tavistock Clinic in England. =  Fred Emery
technical Explored how the social and technical
systems aspects of organisations interrelated. This = Robert Ford
led to the productivity and quality-of-work-
life approach. = Eric Trist

Source: French and Bell (1999)

What has become organisation development, started in the late 1940s at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and is deeply rooted in the
pioneering work of applied social scientists such as Kurt Lewin, and is also
strongly influenced by the work of psychologists such as Carl Rodgers and
Abraham Maslow. It is important to note that early theorists and key people
from each of the four major foundations of organisation development
interacted with each other across disciplines. According to French and Bell
(1999:53) these disciplines included social psychology, clinical psychology,
family group therapy, ethnography, military psychology and psychiatry, the
theatre, general semantics, social work, systems theory, mathematics and
physics, philosophy, psychodrama, client-centred therapy, survey
methodology, experimental and action research, human resource
management, organisational behaviour, general management theory and

large conference management.

The interaction of the early theorists created the opportunity for them to share
perspectives and insights gained from their respective fields. Through the
fusing of different fields of inquiry and perspectives a new discipline
developed, namely organisation development. The term organisation
development is widely attributed to Robert Blake and Jane Mouton, the
developers of the Management Grid, and Herbert Shephard, a leading
organisation development pioneer. However, according to Harvey and Brown
(1996:10), Richard Beckhard, an organisation development consultant, also

claims this distinction as well.
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