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and therefore, to other computers and servers worldwide. An access provider
is in other words, the party who owns a computer system, or network, which is
permanently connected to the Internet and who sells this access to other
users. Thus, a link to an access provider can be considered to be a necessary

condition for any use of the Internet."!

2 1 3 Network provider

The infrastructure of the Internet consists largely of switches and
routers'?, hosts'® and WAN links™. Various government and private
organisations whose computers are connected to the Internet, own these
switches, hosts and routers. Telecommunications companies, who typically
either provide Internet-compliant switching facilities and routing themselves,
or lease their capacity to network providers who combine those facilities to
create positions on the Internet, own many of the pipes. Telecommunication
businesses are intimately involved in the Internet business. Many
telecommunications companies have expanded into network and Internet
service provision.

Network providers have contractual relations with other networks and
their providers, as well as physical links to them. The physical connection
enables traffic to directly flow from one network to the next. The contractual
relations govern the exchange of information and flow of traffic between the

networks.

-
-

Koenig 1998 MMR 6.

Computers designed to receive and forward packets of data.

Hosts store programs and data.

Wide area network telecommunication connections that link the hosts and routers together.
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