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use the media to project positive images and to foster public tolerance of their work. While a
gleaming and visible public face may be seen as helping loosen the purse-strings when it comes
to funding allocations, there is also growing recognition of the public’s need and right to be
informed. Sharon Dunwoody, head of journalism at the University of Wisconsin, Madison,
USA, says the scientific culture is becoming much more savvy about the value of publicity. “In
the 1970s scientists viewed media skill as equivalent to advertising,” she declares. “Now they
view it as good advertising” (Kreeger 1997). Leon Lederman, a Nobel laureate in physics, puts
the point slightly differently: “Marketing is considered to be undignified,” he says. “But who

can do it for science apart from scientists?” (Gwynne 1997).

However, while some scientists now use press relations people to woo journalists, when
journalistic coverage brings attendant public scrutiny, it’s not so welcome! As far back as 1962
the American National Association of Science Writers’ A Handbook for Press Arrangements

at Scientific Meetings (Krieghbaum 1967) was pointing out that:

“Many scientists to this day question the ‘popularization’ not of research but of people as well
as their research. They cannot accept the notion that the people are often just as important to
the science writer and as interesting to the reader as research findings. Scientists, as news-
makers, are no different than statesmen, politicians, industrialists and others.”

The media must serve as a communications channel not just for those in power or with money,
but for all who have something to say. Hence reporters routinely interview not just the
appointed ‘spokespersons’ for science, not just the heads of academies and laboratories, but
also dissenters and critics. This practice frequently draws criticism, especially when it appears
to grant legitimacy to eccentric or unproven theories (LaFollette 1990). One reporter described
his job as including telling ‘what the hell happens’: “We are just reporting what the hell
happens, whether it is a brilliant operation or doctors in a squabble among themselves. Both

are news” (Krieghbaum 1957).

The basic fact remains that science enriches life, and is paid for by the taxpayer, who has a
right to know. The public now have a great say in applications and practices in science, and
base many of their choices on their own scientific knowledge (e.g. whether to take hormone

therapy or not, how to react when children with HIV/AIDS go to school with their children).
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