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!'RI I \ll' :\\I) \ K'\< \\i EDC.,l.\ l C\J' 

I 11 i-. 1dr.:nul11!, prohl..ms anJ offer., ,Ill ,,er concerning tile h1,tono •raph) of 
:\J..I 11.1 \ 10cl of thr.: ( hurch ur Ccr 1~.t1 \fnca Pre h) teri..n. 

I he mut , .. 11011 fort c ,tud) ori • n tell from the realization th.ii in •he \Hitten" >rd there 

,., .tlrno .. 1 o reference to the role pl.1,1..:d h) th,· indi er ou people in ~la!. ,,1. Be:.ic,c , I 

• '"II p.irt o! the hi tnru:.il "•1rcnci;s ,~hich h:i- made it.,clf felt in the c CAP! \ .1 1111111 1cr 
of th,, chun:h I houlJ l11i.c to 1111 ... ,pret It historv. 

I .1c Chur1..:h h.1s come lO ,1 ... , in ~LI., .. 1. ·n1e Europe.111 and S0uth \fncan mi iunarie 

\\1
1

0 hrou •ht the m.:,;-.,1ge I f Chm,1 to mv pcdplc ended up in n nC\\ pha,;,e. The mi s1on 
the) ,,ere to c~1end. h,1s hccn t,1ken tl\l r, or is !.h;.ired, b) indigenou. mim tcr. \t pre cnr, 

onl) :1 le,, 1111~ io11:1ric (c p d.tll) mim ten.) arc fr, t~rr.al ,,orkcr in th, md1gc11ous )oung 

C,lllrch. 1 he \\ork of tht• I ord 1s hc111g done b) indigeno I mirmters ,llld members of the 

con •:-cg.11iom,. S111cc this i, thi.: case, the ac1h 1tics of congrcgallonc;, 'helpers" of the 

111: ric an<l indi •enou n111mtcr, mJSI be a~ cs:.ccl and hist iricall) de crih~ d. rh1, 
t ,..:,, 

1
, 1• been undert.1ken 10 focil11,11e 1h1 "ministr)'' in a reformed \\a). 

I he problem conci.:rned "ith 1hc m ,1ilabili1) of hi toric: I document :md sources is 
another rca.,on for the <ll\-.crt: tion. The document are di perscd: most of them :,re 

111J \Cd as m1, ion:11") \\Ori... of 1hc Du1,.h Reformed Church" and kepi m it Archi\e m 

C'npe ·1 0\\ n. ~outh \fric,1: other ( only a fo\,) nre at the Mal:m I Na11onal Archh c m 

Zomb.i: and still man\ others are in 1he congreg.1tion m:Ji1ing to be ccllec1ed. In 

aduition 10 thi., fll.JJOr tcr-t :iical problem is the f.ict that mo t of the e important historical 

documen: arc ., rnten m D1,1ch/ \frikaan-;, a foreign language to the Mal.I\\ 1.111 pcoplr-. 

Jo dc.:al \\ 11h the problem <,f trc hi 1onography of 1he C AP i no ea 
I 

t.L,k. The 

member of the Dep.trtmem of I cr1 ,1olog) of 1he Faculty of Thcolog), l Jnhersity of 
Stellc1,llusch, be .1111e m) "fraternal \\Or' <-r "i.1 studymg them. The) enlightened me and 

hro,1dcncd tn) horizon., of 1he field of tlld) a 11,t• 111 ·1hodology required. Their foCll on 

the problems of 1he hiswriogr.iphy of the church :•gree \\ ith my com ictions, acquired a 

stL dc!1! and minister. In thi~ con11cc1ion 1he scmin. rs with he profc, or" and s1udents of 

J -.dc.:.,1ulog\, held c,cry third \\t' ·k. prmidcd me \\Ith gr ... a1 mccnti,e, encouragement, ;md 
uppon durin • 1h..: \\hole period of llh rcsr.:arch and tud). 

~,u,1 .. rt, 1,1kc 111111' to present 1hc o Jtcomc of th ir rc,earch and arc cri1iciLcd hy .ill 
h 11.,~ ,\:1~ ot ~rc.11 , • IJt: 111 01) re e:irch. 
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I h~ \\fiting of hi,to[) lrorn \\ritlcn ource!> is t1 nc,,., c,pcnence !fl mo~t Afrir:.in~. In a 

,ensc the\ :ire 11nly equipped lo utilize or.ii t·al!11ion h1~tnnogr.1plticall). Anu. oral 

1r:.iuitin11 rnu51 be u c.:d along \dlh the \Hitten o .. rcc f,} mi sionaric 10 re\\ritc mi sion.tl) 

hbtor) in terms l)f chur~·h hi,tt1ry. This serves to empliasizc 1he imp11r1ancc of 

,llUd~mic:.11) trained r<:lormcJ church historia11s in the )Oungcr churches. \\'t Afrir~tns 

ha\e :1 l111 ol hi,tof} 1ha1 is crnh1..·ddcJ in th<: mind-, 11f nur elJaly people, hut \
1
.e ha\'C to 

t:,p tlJl•,e source~ :md put the hi~tory d(mn in \\filing. 011r African people .trC' part of the 
h1 ll rical drama of nur churd1c ! 

I mphasi<; on ornl hi,1or1ogrnphy doe not imp!) that tile \Hilten sources h) mis,ionaries 

c~m h.:- 1gnon.:d. They ,ire 1he basis of nur .irguments for hisrorieal rcconstnrctinn. An 

attempt has !wen n,adc !l) list, re\ h.!\\ and -.nnoturc them. lt remains a question \\hether 

some ot the imponam hnoks hould nnt he translated into English ur Chichewa fur 
~falm1 ia11, to read and. tudy. 

In order t,> compile a list of hooks as scconuary sources the University I ihraric!: (J S 

Gcricl-;e and Th.:ologicnl Sen1 inar) llbr:1r) ), 11 ere scoured. Some ot the hooks \I ere 
orderC"u fnr me from otlll r lihrarie, through tllc Inter I ihrary I oan Service. 

I ,,·:i,, 1
1clped to .. nn111,1tc the hooks \\rittcn in Dutch ,r Afrikaans. In this rcc;pect I \\Ould 

like to extend my thank, to the late Prof W J \an tier krwe (died December llJ~s<J), 

formerly a mis,innary in th..: Reformed Church in Zimbabwe, for hi help in ,umrr.arizing 

in Engli,h, and discus!ling d~e rn:tin point, (If the following houks: Elf Jahrl!n in Midde 

AfriJ.;a by the Rl..'v TC B \llok (JlJOl); Ons ,\°)asa-Akkcr hy the Rev AC ~turray (1931): 

< >p Pad by the Rl•\' Dr \\ illiam ~furra) ( 1940). It 1\a of critical to my ,tudy lo he 

i11forrneu of all lhl'. writings ot the eurl) und dC\Oled mi~sio1wries of the DRC ~fission in 

~ talawi. ·n,is 11 ::s done by dr~m ing up a ~et nt quc 110n. ll> a, css the historiographical 

importance of the panicul;ir hook. l al,o thank a colleague, th~ Rev R M Britz, for his 

inlorm.iti\c summaries of the follm\ing books: Louis ,'\lu,·rn_.. die I.ceucharl hy the Rev J 

W L. I h•. 11eyr: Roncl ,crtcl nog nwrr ,aa i\')asalancl hj' 11iss Pietjic de 131.:cr (1947): 

\ crn,crings, ir Chriqu,: die IC\11.' ,an 1),- \\' H .\lurrn) ,an ~°)a'ialand hy Dr ~1 W Reticf 

( JIJ48 ): ' a i\') asal:: nd, ma:1r nic met die osscwa h,; the l~ev A F I <>ll\\ ( I 1J48 ). ·111e 

avail:lhle rcvie11s on the \Uriou, honk, h ·lpc.:J me in ffi) comments t1bou1 them. 

I used the m111t11~•, ,,f t\'kh(lflla .S)rwd 1d1id1 :m: in the possession of i)r (' ~I P~um, a, \lell 

:1s "'Ille (If hi, rc~carch 11011..·,. I sa\cd a kll of tr.t1clling time h) not hadng t11 read them at 
the IJutd1 RelormeJ Church Ard1i\ es. 
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I h. d sc.:,er.il i111c.:rH .. ,,, \\Ith I coplc \\hen I \ I itcd um ·rcgation m Malm,i. c pcc1.1lh 

tlwsc th. t h.1d u longc.:r h1 101:. I looked .,t their church re1..c,rd, ,a a-. to a,ccrtain ,,h.11 

k"nd nl record., the) h,i\e 111 their po e ion. Through the e record I could judbe our 

h, tone.II on ... ~ic111:nu,11t:,, \\ 1th reg. rd to \Hi lien ,ourccs. I found that some 

congregations keep their rt:cord~ \ Cl) afel), and other not. I11i., ,, as a ch::illengc to me! 

I tent .i questionn.tirc to .ill coni:regations of :-,,:i..hom.i ) nod through \\ hich I wa able to 
,c.:rccn information on the hi..,tor al ,ourccs ,duch the) ha,e. 

I al<.o , isitcd the Mahm 1 '\'auon.d Arclm , • .., at Zorn I-ta und the Dutch l{eformcd Church 

\rch1H: in C.1pe Tm,n. o ... 1h trrca. \\ here I looked at their imentorie ~ nd c;ome of their 

do umcnt to get an 1de.1 of 11 I) pe of h1'-lorical documents of N khom::i Synod the) ha, e 

in their pm,,e ,:on. But I \\ .. ~ unable to\ i it the arclm cs in Edinburgh Scotrnnd. for lack of 
fund. 

~ly vi its to Bl ant) r .. ~) nod < )ffice ,, here I had c.h cussion "ith the Rev Chitsulo, Deputy 

General Sccretar) of the S) nod and also to I ivingstonia S) nod Oft ices ,, here I met th~ 

General ccreta!) f the <i) nod and former colleague at Nkhoma ·111cological College, the 

l{e, ,\ ~I \1fune. m,1de me e\en more a\\:.ire of the problem of chu .. ch historiography ~ind 

the need for the prescnation oi the Church'~ hi toncal documents. 1nc mu<eum ·.t 

I h ingstonia !\!i sion illu tr,ue. the impc,nance of the pre:-.cn at ion of the Churi::h's 
hent,1 e. 

In th_ fm,t place, I thank m) supeni or, Prof E Brm,n. \\ho guided me in m) rcse,irch 

throughout 111) period of ,tud) a a full-tirr,. dent. I le ,, a open and patient \\ 11h me at 

all time . He actu,lll) ;n~p1red and encoura~ed me to stud) the 111 tnriography of the 

church in gener,il and the CCAP m particular. I le cmphasi1.cJ that the hi tori cal 

document of the Church mu t be put in order if an objccti\e hi tory of the Church ,,as to 

be ,\ritten. ~.Jceting him in l<J75 nt Chongo11i (Namoni Katengez::i) Church Lay rraining 

C'entrc during the Refresher\ Cour e, \\here he taught Church llistol) to the minister, of 

~khoma ~) nod. led me to con ider tud) ing under hi guidance in thi field. Thi. work i 
thc fruit of the seed he SO\\ ed. 

I th.ink Prof S l~idgc nr the l 'ni,crsit) of the \\'estern C.i('e and a Christian friend for 

rcad111, the m.111u cript of this the i and correcting 111) Fngli h. I um most indebted to 

them 1f 1!11-.. the i, i~ under tood and om C) the mc!..s:tgc I ha\ 1.. intended it to do . 

.;'1Jud1 apprc 1.111011 goc, to ~Ir~ \\' J Ku)ler \\ho untiring!) t)ped c,cl)thmg imo the 

computer. I thank her, er: much for her paticn.:c n making all the neces ~try correction 
and ch .. nge . trom the fiN dr:if1-cop, to the final one. 
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1 he re-;c,m:h ,tuu! \\,1~ gr., ,.iou,iy financt:d by hurs:me, \\hiC'h I «)btaincJ from \:triuus 

'- >l,rn:,. \\'orld Vi iun International ( Pa,:.idl.'na, L'St\); the Theological Scmin~tr) of the 

Du1l'11 RdnrmcJ Church. Stcllcnl,o,ch: Stelfenbusch ~000 of the L'niver,ity of 

Stdlenbo, i-h; th~ IJcp:tnment of Education anJ Culture in South Afrka. Sumc of thc:,e 

burs:lrlcs \\\.'re c,ffcrcu once; nthcrs were repeated on re4ue,t. The Pr1:sh: terian Church 

( USA) \\Js large!) finand.11f) re,pon iblc for my studies. For all thc~e bursaries so kindly 

gi\en, ram Jeeplj grateful. You have Jone it not only to me, but also tu :--.
1
i.:huma Synod 

,, hich is ul1i111a1cly lo he rte fit from thi::. work through my sen ice 10 the [ ord in the Chun h. 

iv 

I also recci\ cd support from friends both within the rn:•ntry and abroau during tim<.:s of 

great need, Sorn..: \\Crc old missionary friends who had worked in ~.talawi; others were 

Chrisrb.n friends frum all walks (If life ,,ho gave th:ir support. r thank 
1

ou all and may 

God bless you! Space does not allow me to mention th«: names of all the persons "1111 ga\'e 

support, hut a!I of them arl.! in my family's memory. They have become pan of my "oral 
tradition"! 

I thank the /\fission Secretary the Rev JD Thom for organising accnmmodation so that my 

wife and daughter could :iccomp;rny me: fur introducing me to a bursary from the 
Department of Educ:Hion; and for being 1he custodian of my bursaries. 

I :ilso thank the Stcllcnbo-.ch Presbyterian Church for giving me the necessary financial 
:issisw.nce l de,peratcly nccdeJ to pay for my accommodation in my final year. 

l\1y gracitude is Jue to the S1nod of Nkhorna which urgi:J me to taJ..c up this sluLly. It 
;tllnwcd rne tn leave the ,qrati:gic position as General Secretary of the Synod lo study at 

Stellenbosch. I had to leave when the Svnod meeting was at lwnd! The Synod also 

supported my children with :.iliowanccs during all the years of my st11dy. Thank you very 
much. 

I also thank my \dfc and children for their prayers. Th:!) encountered difficulries owing to 
my ahsence, but they <l1J not despair. They oftl.!n looked upon the consolation of God and 

llis mighty hand. I s1udicJ :11 pl':.tCI.!, bccaL1.,c they had their faith anJ trust in God and His 
providence. 

Finally I 1hank God for calling me lo hi: I !is servant and for gi, ing me the opponunity to 

serw Him and further my 1
1
1eological '-ludies. Ile ,,as in control of e,ery1hing. Without 

1 l i\ guidance all would h:in~ lwcn a f:1ilurc. Glory he IO Gud! 

11 A K.\:.l,\'K l lWt\NI ST! :U .ENl10SC'J f 

or- . mbR. J<)l>o. 
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V 

\B"i I R,\CT 

A~ E\ ALL'ATIO~ OF THE HI~ re >RIOCR..\PH\' OF \KHO\l \ S\ '\O '. CHl'RCH OF 

CC'\ I RAL AFRIC\ PRESB\"l'ERIA~. 

;\ kh ,m:i S) nod of the Church <'I Central Afnca Pr6h:, teriJn (CCAP r r,re.,enh a church 

initiated b:, rni~sion:iri1::s uf the lJutch Returmctl Church of the Cap•: i,1 .~,N. 'Jfw church 

\\as taneJ at .\her~ on the atl,tce and \\ith the guitla:1ce uf the mii,s10Parks of :JJe Free 
r hurch uf Scotland\\ hu ~tarted mi,,ion \\ nrk in Mal;rn i in I ~75. 

·111e Churlh ,pre ad r;,pidl:,. not lca~t hecau~e of the as,istan~:e of indigcnou 1 1cmbc·rs, 
t<.:achcr-cvangelist-.. who sprl.!ad the Gmpel of Je,u, Christ among their own peo:i!, 

Th~ mi siunarie, documented their mini"tl)' in written lorm as well as writing rept,rh :.ind 

lldrrati\·es about their \\'ork. The reports and even official documents ,,ere sent to their 

h1>me boards tc> inform them about the progres.-- of the \\ ork and also to l.!ncourage 

memhers 10 support ihcm with prayers and and funds. 111us, a written tradition was 

initiated in a country,, hl.?re people hac.J an oral tradition. This ,, as the beginning of written 

:-ource:- on the rni,.,ion of :i ''foreign" church and the heginning of an indigenous church. 

Thb led to technical pwbkms, ho,,-:.,,cr. The mi~ ion:.iry reports ;:ind book~ \\Cre written in 

n1,e or e, en l\\ n or thrl.?e languages: Dutd1/ Afrika:1m, the l:.inguage of the missionaries; 

Engli:.-h. the bnguage t>f the colonbl rukrs and other related mi,:-ionaries Jnd Clliche,,a, 

the l:.rng~1age of tht.• int.11gcnou.-, people among \\ hum the mis!'iionaries ,, orkcd. Valuable 

docurnenb in /\frik:..ians cannot be reat.l by the indigennu:- rcopk. To compound the 

problem, t!1 e:-e t.locumcn1.-; are housed in \arious place~: South Africa. the country from 

\\ here the 1111~, ionarie:, t'ame; Scotl:ind, the mother countr. of the missionaries of the Free 

Church llf Scotland \\ith ,, horn the mis,ionaries of the Di<• ·, orked and J\falawi, the 

country nf the :\che\\·a pe1iple who were christianized. Thc> I. -~ ": e used and the fact that 

the doct11nents are tar rerr u\·ed trom their origin, mean th.it : .. ~y are not alway, acces.--ible 
f()r re,earch on the hi.--1or) ,if the CCAP (Nkhom:.i). 

Another probkrn is the medwdnlog:, of Af. :can church history. The European 

mi,,ionaric.::,' rcportinb and UOl'u111.:-nt~1tiun is one-sided anJ subjective. They \\fote about 

their m,n activitie, and ,,ere not w1:hout ulterior moti\es and bias. Indigenous African 

participants w1:re :-imply ignored in mi S-:on historiograph). probably due to misconceptions 

or ~tn unc11n~dl>Lh keling of ,uper10ri1y on the part ut the missionaries or e\en other 
rl'.a,on~ ,uch :1:, 1h:t1 1Jf colt>niali rn . 
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Oec:1u,e African'.'> ,,ere accu,1omed to oral tradition, their c\pcricnlc, ;ire not av ... ila
1
,le in 

\\fllkn soun.:es. Although e\'aluating and using oral tradition in this regard i no: so e:- .. It 

is the only means of reconstructing the hi~IOI'} of the Cht1rd1 in :0-faLm i since tli:.: It le 

pl:i)ed hy the indigenous people will be taken intn ·1ccoun1. r 1 a ser e this c~in 1, r l:• he 

Jone ill a proper and critical \\;.l) hy inrligenou, 11 ~ch hi tor ,.111 • ·rhcrc.: i indc...,tl an 
urgent need to r<.!u oral lradition in \Hillen form. 

The reformed church calls for th :icademic:ill) tr:-.iincd ,, ho unoer,tanJ it rnnfossion:tl 

tenets and ministry. They must study the history of the- cht1rd1 in :t scrip111ral st.:nsc. 

Therefore a reformed me1hod of i11t1?rprctation of clnm:h !mt ry i, argued and 

recommended. 'TT1is method emphasizes the .,upn.!me ~·c111trul 1,I GnJ in history, ,111,l the 
use of scientific methodology. 

Il1c oiffercnt problems of a theoretical and theological as well a, a pr:1ct1cal and technical 
nature h:i,e been discussed and suggestions made to OVL'rcome them. 

111e rt.!S<.!archcr must be helped to gain access to the documents relating to tile history of 

\khom:i Synod ... ~C,\P, According!), documents in tile mo main .. rd1i\e;-, in Cape Town 
.:ind Zomba, are list<.!d and accompan ied hy comments. 
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I:"\ rl<ODl C'Tln:---: 

rl1i 
1

ht:~i~ 1, conn:rn~J \\I!· tit:! h:,1onogr.1pl,) c,f :'\kl o,11~ S),'oJ rcprt: {..ni'ng tnc ( hurch 

ot Cc·ur.,l Af ric.1 I', I.! h) 11. ri.tn ( CC \P) in .\1:.il.m 1. ( .\ f.tla\\ 1 \\ .i,, until I %-1. ,·allcJ 
'\).1,ah1nd.) I he l 'l,L1r1..h ot Ccntr.il Africa Pr{. b)tcrian i .1 union of the J{t::formcd­

l'rc,b) tc;i,111 '.\1ission Churchc'i ·n 1\1: l,.\q; mitiall) the l'rcc Churd1 of Scotland 

(11\ in •,toma ~Ii ,run), the Church of Scotland ( Bl:1111) re .\11 ~ion). :.nd the IJL1tch 
Rdormed r11url·h (~ khonw :\Ir sion). 

Chri'11an,ty t'ntcrccJ Mal:m i more than a centul) :igo through the miss;onal) erforts of tne 

,:iriou'i 1111 ,ic,n soc1ctk·, of the Chri,tian churchc,; of \\'i.:s1e1 n Fu rope. 1 he) hingclizcd 

\!al.mi and otlwr Afr.can countrib and thereby pl.1)e J ,t great role in comcning ni:tn) 
African people 10 tl,c Chri.,tian f.1it;1, 

ln the procc'is uf their mi.,sional) eflon. they recorded aspect~ of their ,,mk as \\Cll a. 

some of thci e-.;pericncc, and their encounters \\ ith the indit;enou, people. It is therefore 

true to a• that the coming of C'hris11an I :urnp~uns 10 Af nc.1 anJ to \laJ.m i m panicubr 

,,.J, 1
1

11.• be.ginning of the ,nit1en sources of church hi toriogrnph). I h.: \.Jnou~ m1ssionar) 

s >cier:e~ ,,ere oblig d 10 ,uhrnit rcpnn, of ti,. :r acti\ it:c, 10 their home churchc , and, in 

o ,~oing. the) recorded C\ e111 pcn:1111in,:: ,o the histol) of their African ,\lis\ion, 1 he 

" l~ .trlici I h riograph) of the church in sub-Saharan Africa l'i largely of thi kind. 

Cf the histol) of the Church in ~lal:m i, this i ccrt·,1111) true. 111c earl) document of the 

''hurch ,,ere recurdlcl by tl1e miss1on.1rie • first in their 0\\11 lnngungc. and later 111 the 

/,nd•genou; lunguagc. and 111 I nglbh. !he languugc of 1he colonial gmernme111. A study of 

these L'arl_\ clo<'umcn1-. i, import.int for the researcher ,,ho ; .Jllcmpting lo \,rite a 
d1<iciplmcd hi•aory of the Churd1 111 \lalJwi. 

In d1ap1cr one ~n indka11nn of the hi,toilcal :m:1rcncs of Nkhoma Svnod ( l AP and its 

hbtoncal de, ~lopmem has bctr1 gh en. Pha,cs that ha, c ,Imped 1h1 :m arcnes 1..·an he 

d1-,1ingui,hcd. \\ ith rdcrcncc 10 it~ histol)•, historkul nu recs anc1 the , .1riou influences 

1h,11 h:ne h:,d an impact on \'J..homa \n1>d h1 toriogr:1ph) h,1\c been di~cu -,ed with 

pankular rcforence to mJ,gcnou-, participa11un m the l,;mcrnment of tht: church. ·111c 

rel:mon hip of the churd1 \\Ith otht:r Chmti:.n chur~ht:'I and or~:J!lh:,111>n,, :md its 

,tel· p1a11011 to nc\\ cm iro11rncn1l, l1.1, c doJbtlv,sl) ~h.ipcd the hurlh\ h1,1onugrnph). \ 

d1urd, h, ton cal re l.!,trchcr can rc:.id .1hom !\'J..hom:i . ~ nod in ., \\ 1tle !-.Pl'Ctrum of sources 
both loc:ilh .ind llllt:rr.11,on.dl). 
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xiii 
111 add1t1on 10 I le pr1mar, ..,our .... ,, u number of l11111J.;, hm c al~o been\\ ritten on the hi'ilO=) 

ot the < ht.rlh 111 \!,du\\ 1 J hcse ., ere \Hillen for , ariou, purplht's, and h:,, c to he used 
\\;th c:ire. \ full o;;uni.:, of thtm 1s u111.Jenakcn in l'haptcr ::!. 

ln modern 11mc•s, the indigl'llous people arc looking hack on the p.1st of their "1111, ion" 

churches 1n :..n a11emp1 to :1pprec:: te \\ hat has been done b) the mis io11.1ries. In mldi11un, 
the~ ,, ,trll 10 Ji!;i.:m er ,, hat p.1rt 11..:ir people ha, e i>la) ed along ,, :1h the mi~ ionaric 111 

1.:,.111gcliz,11iun. No tloub1, the) belie\c th.11 the) h:.i,c nl,o heen used by the I Joly Spirit lo 

sprc.,d the go pel and c t:1blish the indigcnou church. TI1e) ref er to book \\rittcn h) 

m1ssion:iric bccau e ot their close a ociation "ith them. ln fact, mo'.>t of the indigenous 
people rCL'Chcd their e: rly i..duc.uion in mb ion schools. ·111cir educational em ironment 

\\ .1~ rnis,ional)-orientated. 1 he hook~ they read in schoul ,, ere all \\ rill en h) mi-;sionarie . 

I hcsc embr,1ce a ,,hlc: spectrum of life. including the nm ionarics' <mn cultur:11 life, apart 

from Chris1i,11111y it,elf. Some of the 1wi~s1ori.1ric~ \\fotc on :id\'enturc and their tra\el in 

A~.ica in their journals, \\hile many other Eurup, 111 commented on ,,hat they re:1d about 
tbo e mis~ionanes in Chri~tian magazines and books. A do e study l)f these books reveal 

that 1101 enough :mention is ghcn 10 the Christian life and ac11,11i6 of indi!;cnou:, people. 

J-\:-- :i result there i ~1 vacuum in ·he histOI)' of the mis. ion:11y \\Ork and Oiurch in i\1:ilmd. 
This is a major problem for rhc.: modern historiar .. 

rn order to under twd clear!) the written sources regarding Nkho111a .i)nod Cc \P, three 
categories or pha~c uf (JC\dop11.cr11 mu.1 he distinguished: 

i) lne pre-scientific period in\\ hich historic:tl ,, ritings arc in pi red h) 1,1i ,onary zeal; 

11) The cicntific period, in,, hich :ittempt arc m..tde to \Hite the histor) "obJecth el)°'; 

iii) 1111! rC\\riting nf the ( hurch' histof') h) indigenous authors, marking an hi torical 
,m arcnc!ls in the Mal:m i:m Church Itself. 

i) Thl' pre-:,l'ientilic {Jl'ri,,d or \1 1irl,.~ inspirt1d h) n mis ion:11} ZC':t l 

During thi period hool-.s \\ere ,,riucn b) missionaries on the ,ariou fields. According to 

their imere t or rnmh cs aspech of thf. life of the Church, p,htl)r,d, medical, thcologic.11, 
li1Ur

11

iral, historital, or \\ 1th reference 10 )(luth, famil) lrfo, e1h1c, and M>lllctJmcs 
tr.iditron:tl rc!J, ion .,re Jc:1lt ,,iih. 

In Miting the histor) of 1hc Church, there \\,1, little :111c111p1 :11 di,c1plined hi,1orio!;r:1ph) 
~uch a~ i~ n.'fHC~l'111ed b) the crn1c. I h1 tori~·al :rnJ thcolo •ical methoJ. 1"11c \H1tcrll hnd a 

. pcc1f1c tlwolo~1c. I or 1tkolor1cal nwth :Ilion. mainl) 10 stimul.1:t' .md arou,e the imcrc,t of 
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the readers in mh,,ion \\ ork. rlh.:) \\ rote 111 ull since nt) to c.:hallcn,::c: pcop\. IO come 
forn .trd a, 111i<,s1on:,rics and to -,uppon 111c \\ 11rk und rtakcn. 1 

In rno t c.1scs, ~u h b(1oks h:1\e no hibliogr,1phy to ind1cme the -.ource L,cd. I he 

mcmorie of the nmsronarics pl.1) eel a major role. Todu) suc:h a method of \\ ruing i, 
Llllacc~ptable. Sources rnus1 be identified o th~. ,he C\idcncc c .. n be assc sed. In fact. one 

c.ould ay 1ha1 an :1ccu .. 1te ,1ccoum of the source is basic to .sound hi torical Je cription. 

1 lm\C\'t.'r, these ccondal) ource .ire mo t irnponan1. ll1ey pre.sene ,md exprc s the 
memorie-. of 1he people\\ ho\\ ere imoh eJ. 

(11) The sc.·il·ntific period or approach 

rhe cientific :ipproach or mc1!iud require, the hist1Jria11 10 \\ rite \\ ith reforencc to \\ el!­

documcmcJ .ourcc. of information: both primary and secondary source . In thi~ way it i~ 
J Js.,ih'c 10 cor,•rol the authenticit) of the tacts argued :ind used. 

Scientilkally \Hillen hi toric arc a rcce111 de\·eloprncnr in .\fal:m 1an hi roriography. For a 

variety <>f reason .. it \\ a not until tlw late n111etecn-fif1ic that the more d ·.-.ciplined 
approach \\a_, in.,istcd on. 

In diap1,, · 
1 

, of this thc!>is, a sun C) and :maly i of books on the histol) of Nkhoma 

Synod is given. Some ot the book, \\Crc \Hittcn in Dutch or frik.tnns - 1he language~ 1)f 

the mi ionarics of rhl' I) 11ch Refor111cd Church of ourh Africa, \\}10 carne 10 cvangt•lizc 

the people in the< cn,ral Region of ~lal:mi. Other.-, \\ere \Hillen in [ngli,h or Chichc\\a 
(the official I: ,,guJge of i\f,ila\\i, Chid1C\\U being the language of the people: among \\hum 
the DJ< did mi,~ 111 \\Ork). 

l·or the purpose ol l! i1, stud), ,111 l'\.iluatmn of the ..-.pccific bnok \Hillen on Nkhoma Synod 

,1, \\CJ1 a a few 011 1:,c rcl,ttcd churchc 111 ,\lala\d :ind om ide, i.e. Livingstonia S)nod, 

Bla111) re S) nod, Ila rare S) nod, :mcl the Hcforrned Church in Zambia, has been made. 
:\'l.horna 5)nod ha, an historical on11cctio11 \dth the e churchc . 

(iii) The period 111' indi~l nou n·curding, marking :111 hi l01il': I :marcne s of the 
iruligcnou\ church ilsdf 

I 11 1 he past, literally noL1'ing \\ a~ \\ ri11i:11 by .i \ l,tl:1\\ 1a11 in N khoma S) nod \\ hich .. 111 h ... 

considered his1,ir1c,1II) di ciplincd. All hi torical \\ :,in• \\J" the re ulr ,>f mis\ionaQ 

mnth arinns. l"o11,equentl). these \Hiting, ha, i: mi. ,ion~'f) hia,e \\ irhmn the , oicc of 1h1..• 

pt·oplc \\1111 \\cre c11mcncd ((I the (hn~1fa11 faith, \\'hat 1s required 1 ,lll impartial hi:-tor;, 

< i. \ '~a,:rl:111d l'll mijnc or11lt•n i11di11gL·n ald:iar , h) AC ~1urra) and ot!-"'r .. 
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l>l the church in \\ hich both the mission:m and the peopie com ertc.:d art.> con:--ultcJ as 
Sl>UrCl''- of inf,1rm:ni11n. 

hir this rea· un, an asse,srnent is m:.ide in chaplt'r thn·c ol the main hi,tori(lgraphical 

prohlerm. In sn1.1c cases. the moti\ati()n:, of inJi\idual \\ritcrs tire 'itated in tlw 

intrndul'tions llf their hoob. But th~ l110li\ation-. l" the majorit) of \Hiters must he re.id 

hct\H•en the lines of the lt!:\.L Chapter three 1)f this thesis indicates snme ot the motivations 

\\ hkh ha\'e h,:en condu,·i\ e to missionaries neglecting tlte rule pl;iyl..'d by African 

participants in Africon church history. The moti\ations ohserveJ in this cm,e are those that 

Wl.!re in contrndictiun to "the main motivation' of the spread of the Kingtlor,1 of God am,ing 

the "heathen" peoples of Africa. E\'kkntly, this main IT~llll\'ation dl'vl'loped other 

"environmental" motivations which som-: of the missionary writt:rs pursued in their writings. 

As a resuh, biased attitudinal approaches emerged and obscured a wnccrn with the spreaJ 

of the Kingdom of Cod. These biases caused the mis::.ionaries' \Hitings to be more 

obsc.~sed with sociological, anthropologic:.d, ,mu political (cnlonial) wnccrns. Hence, when 

one looks for information relating lo and related by the indigenous Christian people, it is 

hardly available, anJ. if found, it is uf little hbrorical importance. Th<: 4ucstion is, diJ God 

not use the indigenous peopk through the inspiration of the same "Holy Spirit" who sent 

the missionaries to Africa to evangelize? When they helieved in .Jesus Christ, were they 

ju:-.t idle, useless believers? These and r.;lated 4uestions are asked\\ hen one reads some of 

the books \Hillen by the missionaric.:s. ·ri,~ truth is, God used tf1;; J:~is::.ionarie:- to 

cvangeli ·e the Africans, anu their early converts participated in the sprl'ad of the Gospel. 

I rU\~ever, the part played b:, thesc early African helpers was nut recorded. 

Anotha prol·.lem is of a h:i:hnic:il nature viz. the language used in both the primary and 

.-.ecundary source~ of !\'khoma Synod. Dutch and Afrikaans were used by C'RC 

mis-,ionaries. They spokl.' these languages and used them in thdr \\ ritings: in repllrts, 

books, a,1d corrcspondu1ce. rhe es,ential sources arc written in languages which the 
J\lahm ians cannot reJd. 

Alongside the problem of language is the problem of the location ,,r the primary source~. 

i\fo'-t of the \Ource.., are not avail:ibk in "lalawi. hut in :.irchives in Cape Tnwn, South 
Afric,•. 

In chaph'r four :1 ,uncy ot' the church llbtof) of Nkhurna SynnJ anJ the lCAP \Hillen b) 

~!al:1wi:111s ha-. bt"e11 rnadt". 011ly a few ha\1.' alten,ptcJ treati,c.::-. \'ariou.., reasons account 

for the fact \\hy \1alawian writer, havt" not \Hitten much on Church hi,t1Jry. Flircmust are 
the problem., 11f language .rnd Lill' lack oJ hi~toncal du .. uml.'nts. 
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In order 10 \Hite an obj crh t', ~dcnt1fic. hi<;toric~I t•c:iti,c. the churd1 hi,rnriun must h~\ l 

OJrcc from ,, hkh he can gm her hi'> informatron. L.1ck l)f the~e ources rc,;ults m :1 
..,uhjccti\ c, exag.gera1eJ or speculati\e l.!e crrp11011 uf t·hurch hi'ill>I). 

Some reflection on ,J thculogrcal and critical method of 1Hiting church hi'-!Of) i, of cmcial 

importance. Chapter fh c £1\ e, a brief st.ney of church hi toriograph) \\ hich is e ential. 
Ir i re,eal111g lhat t'arl) Chrr,tian 1Hi1cr!. rnnfincd thcm ehc~ 10 IHiting on c,em, related 

l'.'~clushely t1) 1hc church. Thi-, mode ch;rnged \\hen bot:1 ~hu~ch hic;tory and secular \State) 

hi!)tof) ,,ere oh1iou,I) rn1crreb1c<.J. In time. no distinction v.:1s made bet\,een the 110, an<.J 

rate hi--iof) tended to ubmerge church hi. tof). The Rcforma1ion of the 16th ccntul}. 

ho11c,er. gme ~1 nc11 impe1u~ to historical stud) • 1he u c of hi,1orrcal rfocume:it.s in 

hi,torical in\'e. 1igatilln. Church h1s1nry ,1 ri11ng received pril)ri1y. This dwptcr sugge ts that 

the he~t methoJ of 1Hiung church hiqory is 10 fol Im\ the early church. trea1ing the church 

as a spcci.d historic:.il entity. II i. nrgucd 1h:.1 a 1hcnlogical cri1ical mcthnd c;rn t1nly be u,ed 

h) C'hri. tian belic\ers committcJ to Christ. ·n1e) l1ll1k at all thing:- through the eye~ of 
Chri:--t :,cknowh:dging hi, rult· ~incl po11er in th1!i '\1)rld. 

,\part from per onal letters anJ Jiaric , the earliest prirnaT) ourct•:- for the hbtol) of 

;\'khurnu S:, nod are cong·cgational rcrnrds There arc numerous historical documents in 

congre£atinn~ 1\ h1ch mu I be collected for future reference oeforc the) are lost or 

destroyed. In chapter ~ix problems ahou1 the kecprng of 1'1ese documents in congregation 

hal'e been pointed ou1. In 1889 \\C ;ire a1 the gra!'. roots of the mi sion. I-1ter. 
congregations. the Presb) tel) ,ind the 5) nod arc founded, ~md then the General S) nod of 
the C,\ P. 'I11e rcu1rds bccoml. more and more complex as the church grow,. 

In chapter ,!;C\'cn ano1her ource to be u,ed in oh1aining informa1ion about .\falawians is 

trca1cd, viz. the oral tradition. Thi. mode of hb1orical information wa. pre\ iously not 

acccp1ahlc 10 European hi torian:-. 1\ho haJ come (mer many )ears) to rel) upoa \Hillen 

,ources. In eccm )Cars i1 ha been acceptcJ that the oral tradi1ion can be used a~ a 

rL·,nurl'C in scientific historical re.earch. flowc\cr. 1herc arc problems wi1h this me1hoJ as 

man) old people \\ho knC\\ much of lhe church from its early hcginning!'> h:ne passeJ <.tway. 

Al'rnrdingl). memories are ~·:1rried !ln h) pan:nt, relating to their children \,ha1 h:ippeneJ 
in the hi,1on of the church rn ~lab\\ 1 and in p,1rtkubr, :\'khuma S) noJ, 

In diaptcr ,c, cn tt 1 .1rgucd 1h:1t 1hi oral trndi1ion of the rndigenou~ peoplt· r of prime 

rmpori.11,ce. It <Jrigrn:Jtes from the people 1\h() kno1\ thdr church and\\ hat GoJ ha, Jone 

for them to :tLu>mpli h h:, purpose. i.e. his Kingdom. ii is pari of thdr \\itnc:,s t!l Christ. 

I hcst· remembrance, must be collected and Uai1°crihc.J 111 \\fitten fnrm. A, )et. not much 

h.1s lieen clone in 1h1, lrclJ. Su~e~t111n, are made ,n 1hi, rt·gard. In the prncl' ~ of 

. 
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cnlkction :md evaluation of nral tradition the utilization of other scientific discipline'.'> ~.uch 

:.ts archaeology, em ironmental studies, linguistics and physical sciences is essential. If tlm, 

source and method can be t":piu1 .:d \dth discretion by Malawian writers, there\\ ill be great 
rnntrihutions tn the historiography of the church. 

Chapter eight g1\'es a general outline of the centenary oft--:~ homa Synod \\hich took place 

from 24th to 27th August. J0K9. It facilitat,'S as an example of the Chur~h's historical 
consciou, ne~s. 

T' 1e last chapter ~ddresses the problem of the primary historical sources of Nkhoma Synod 

b ;ing housed in two different countries. The one, the National Archives of Malawi, 

Zomba; the other, the Dutch Rdormed Clwrch Archivt.s in Cape Town, South Africa. 

The aim of this chapter i~ to bring to tr~ notice of church historians \\ hat volun1e of 

historical documents are a\'ailahle in both archives f rir research. In order to facilitate this 

problem an attempt has been made to integrate the archival sources found in these t\\O 

place:,; with their inventories. Some documents are available in both archives while mo\t 

,ourcts are only to be found in the Dutch Reformed Church Archives in Cape Town. 
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CHAPTER 1 

RECORDS \. °"D SOL'RCE ,\U.TERLU, REL\TED TO THE :\KHO:\1.\ SY:\'OD, CCAJ>, 

.\, I rI~TOI \ L RE\'lE\.\' 

l:\TRODllCTIO~ 

:-\ Slll\ e~ :rnd ;in:d~_,i.., of lhe written ,uurces rc..>lev;in1 to the history of the church in \lalawi, 

:.ind the '\khuma Synod. CC:-\P in particular. is mo.st revealing. Thc~e sources rc\'eal the 

problem, of the mis.siun:iry work and the Je\'eloping indigenous church. They abo raise 
:1is1oriogr:.iphical bsue:-. of con'.-liderahle importance. 

Discu,sing them in d1ronological order, one comes to sen,c the historical anJ 

historiographical Jc.:\elnpm.:nts concerned. In methodological terms historiography must 
be understood hi:-.1orkally. 1 

I. !\L\KING HT STORY,\ \D RELATii,G CHURC i HISTORY IN MALAWI 

Dr Di.tdd Living,1011e "discovered" Lake Malawi in l859, and on his return to Britain 

appe~iled for mis,ronaries to work in the territory . .\1i.ssionary agencies were stimulated by 

his appeal and before long the Gospel was preached in chis part of Southern Africa known 
for its C\'il tradt' in human lives.2 

The fir!--! mi-.sionaries were ~cnt by the Universities· :\li:.sions to Cenlial Africa in 1861 

ll!H.ler lbhup .\lack1.nz1e.
3 

In due cour,e Si.Uttish mi:-s1on:uies arri\·ed in 1875 and 187(1,4 
followet.l hy the mis~iunarics of the..' Dutch Rdornlt.'d Church (DRC) in 188G.5 The DRC 

'1artc::d work in the C'emr:tl Region ,if Malawi, ruled by Chief Ch1were. 1... \fvera 

Congrl'g,Hic,n \\as the lirst to be establishcd.6 The pione-:r missionaries were the Revs AC 

\1urray and T C B Vlok. They had been sent by the t-.!inisters' MissinnGI)' Socicr) 

organized \\ ithin the Dutch Reformed Church m South Africa. Thi, society was formed in 

1885. lt was tht' result of thc.: revi\'J.ls ,d11ch took place in J8t,O and 18~--l--1886 at se,·eral 

place, in thc Cupe 
7
. Initi:dly, it \\.!S pbnncd to srnJ mis~ionanes LO Indi;t. but on the 

.., Breisach: Historiograph). ancient, mcdie, al and modern. p xi. 
Ramford: Li\ ing-,tonc':., Lake pp ;85f. 

3 

➔ 
5 
() 

7 

Pachai: :\lal,mi: The HistoQ of the :\ation. r 85, See AG Blood: The HistOQ' of the 
l nhc1·sitie1-' ;\fission to Central Africa 3 vol~. 
Ibid .. p 1::;8 
Cronjc. Ann Goel die clank, pp 7 ff 
Du l'les~i~: The Eningelisation of Pagan -\frica. pp 30t, ff For :in O\crall 
,tcadc.:mic .. dl\ \\fllll.'n hi'-!on of the Churl.'!, \ dc.: C \1 1\nm: .:\Ii~sion :.rnd Church in 
,\Jaf:l\\i. 1'he his1on of ·1he \khoma S\nc cl of the Church of Central .\frica, 
Pre.sh-' tcrian I 889-1961, \\ p. I </s(), · 
\lun..ij. :\ ( Ons , _,asa Akker, p 'J. 
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:1J\fu~ of Dr .larnt·, Stl'\1ar1, ,1ho h .. d ,1nrkcd m :\bhmi frir 1,10 )Cars. th1.' f:-oup turned 
I . . \1 I ·S t 1e1r :.itren:1011 to .s :i,,,~. 

In the hrginning. t\ C \Iirrra) i.tnd TC U Vlok \1orkeJ in c!o,t.:. cooperation 11ith t!1t.• 

Lidng.,tonb ~fr-,,ilm, of,,h1d1 [Jr Robert L:,\\, 11:.is a mbs1,in:.if).9 In 11103 th-! Cupe S)nc11J 

lit' the DHC a,.,um1.:J re,p111Nhilit.v for the 1!11!-'iun ,1urk anJ mi,sionarit·, of the :\1inister.s· 

~11,,iPnriry ::,,>l'iC't), c11 tinuin!:! the 1,ork i11JcpcnJcnt of the Li\ ingstunia :\fo.~ion. In the 

!i:.tmc year. the Coun ... d 11! C(lngregatiuns 1n !\fala1d 1,:i... fnrmeJ bringing tugethci all the 

Lo11gregat11 ,i:-. of the DR.\lC to di,cu~ .. matter~ of common interest. The Council of 
Congreg:Hion, hccamc the ~leering ecclesiastical "cCJurt"_ JO 

In JLI.:(> the DRC (Nkhonw Synod) joined the union of the Church of Cemral Africa 

P, c~hyteri:.tn. Sub,cquentl). it functmned as a Presh) tery of the ne,1 ly formed Synod. 11 

In lllW "\khoma \1..,,ion ..:elehr2.ted its Jubilee of :o years. Several early converts, among 

them .\1r~ S.ira ';ahanda and l\1r ,...himch,.re, \\ere pre.sen: to commemorate 11hat the Lord 
had ocme m their live~. 12 

In l q.:;6 the Pre~hytery of Skhoma constituted the l\'khoma Synod when the General Synod 

of tht Church of Centr::il .Africa Pr<::-,h) teri:rn \\a:-, formed. 13 It \.\US a l'ery important step 

t:.iken h) the uniun, hecau:-e it brought together all the mi~!'.-ion churches of reformed­
prc,hyterian faith in \falawi. 

ln J Cio2 !\'khoma S:, nod "obtained'' autonomy from the DR.\fC. The latter ceased to have 

authority 01·er the ,:mod. The previous years are referred to a. the period of missionary 

emerpme a:id training uf the indigenous Christians. The revc.rends Jos.ofari S \1wale 

(,\fodcrator). L N ;\fatak:.t (\'ice-;'1-fodcrator), K1!11on J ~fgm\i (Synod Clerk) and PR Smit, 

a missionary (Junior Clerk) were elected to the rnoderamen. Thm. after o5 )Cars of 

n:1 ,iun:lf)' work the fir:-.t African ministers ,\ere called to lead the indigenous Church. 14 

The Church 1\as a hundred :,ears old in 1Q89. It had grown from a small group of 

Christian~ into a brge group of mer IS0.000 communicant membt.>rs. excluding the 

catel.'htJmens ;.ind Sunda~ School children. To he mure specific, the baptism of the first fe,~ 

,r.; ~lurr..i). \\ I 1: :\Ibiri ya ~IiS)oni )a ORC m'dziko la !\yasa, p 15; also Pauw: 
\Iission and Ch11rch in ~lala\\i, p 56; J du Plessi'.>: A History of Christlnn :\Jissions in S.A., pp 448 ff. 

tl PaLl'1: op. cir.. pp tiO. o l ff. SO. 
l U I hid., pp 82. 243 ff. 
I J Ibid., p 27/-1. 

12 Kamnkh,1an i: A Uril'f Hi')tnn of .\hcra Congregation, (unpublbheJ 13 D thesi,, 
L'11i1er'.'\ity (I! the ;\'urth, Jll8Jj il 54 

13 l'..iuw: up. ~·it pp 3r10. 3<, I. 
14 Zolamulira Sinode \la '\khoma. p 230. 
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wm L'rt, in 18°7 w:i- the hefinmn,g of the ninet} •.i.\ .. on.;rt.·6ation, prt: sent!) ?' 11l.c d 10,gt:th: r 
a :.i bod) form,.,~ ;-..; khoma S: nod. 

Thi.' mi, ional') ,,nrk of the Dutch Rcforml'.'d Church 1::irrcd in IS. <J. Tht.. f,n..i c.:Oml'rt 

\\ere rccehed into full mcmher,hip in l~G,. And .\f.il:mian \\ere tu part1 ... ip.11e rn the 

mi-.,ion a.s mi ,,onarii:, rn 190.3. In a ,(.'n e one can. peak of a centenal") rn JllSlJ, 1997 and 
in 2003! 

The hbtor: of O\'er a century ha., been documented and presented :.r \,triou !.!age . 
\\ hethcr this work h:.is heen done in a tru~tworthy \\ay, is another quc,cion . 

.., DISJ'l\'CTI\'E PlfA"if..S OF DE\'1-:I.OP.\H-:,"\T I~ THE lflS'IOl{IC\L 
(O\.;,CIOLS, [Sc; OF\\If\T \\,\S TO BEco~u: THE ~KHO~J,\ S\XOD. 

:?. I The pioneering 111b-.ionat) period: ISS9-190J 

ll1e fir:-t documented pha,e of historical de,elopment i, recounccd in the dinril'!i and 

journal-. of the Re\, A C :-.rurray and T C B \'lok. 'lnc,e document, are important for 

information on the earlie!\t ~ ear..,. The mi ionarie~ ob,ervt'.'d their urrounding and mcJde 

e11cou111crs \\ hich c:in relate 10 u, 1he real cm ironment in tho,c da) of the pre ad of the 
Gospel. 

They abo had a log book in \\ hich the) e,,rercd a record of the fruit, of their \\Ork. hom 

18Sll to 1903 they \\ere under the au,pice~ llf the Ministers· ~Ii ion A ocintiun of the 

DRC. Rq10rts about the \\Ork ,,ere.' ent to 1hi, a ,ociation. But m c th ) \\Orkcd in doe 

cooperatio~ with the mis,ionaric, oi the Free Church of Scotland, the) had to duphc;ne 

and ,c:-nd thc:-ir rL'JHlrb 10 Dr Rohen 1.-t\\ ~ al,o. Thi~ ma) probahl) explain the rca on,, h) 

,omc of 1he rC!Jorr- of the Re, AC .\tumt) \,ere ac.·1u.tll) \Hillen in both l utd1/ \frib.m 

:.md Engli,h. c:-,pcc1all) during 1l1c earl~ )c,u·, llf rni-,,ion \\Ork um1l Octohcr 1~9,·. \\hen the 

DRC took O\er re,po1i..,ibilit) f1>r the mi ion \\Ork from the \1inhtcr,' ~lission.11) 
\,:.ociation. \l0,1 record ... ,,ere not recordc·d m Chkhe,· ., 

;\luch of \\ha1 the) \\rot(.• in 1hc rcpons \\a dt:\<1:el110 dc,rnhir.g tht·1r :1dH·111urou, ltfc. 

The 1,ook that AC' \t•,rr:t) \\rote in 1 <)71" \\,t mo~1h .:.i rt• ollec1ion of hr, t:lh.C'Ufllcr, m 
\Jal:m i. dra\\ n from hi, journab lc11crs. rc.•por1 • d1.1ric, :111d memol"). 
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I J Ill 

( ( l ,, ' • .::, .! , \l .. \, 1 2--. Pr ..... , 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



l, r1 • 1!11, , \\ 
1 

11 Ii...., t. .. 1, , p1.1,, · \h.rc 11.11 IIH I! cl, .. tll) du >pul But 1h .. rc 

1h I 111. 1,n~l 1',.J • .: L\,ll(,1hlc 1,1lcnls ul 111J !'1.:no,,~ p .. nph.: In h .. 'p hl: 

7 

111, 1111 , l' 111 m.iki • • u 1. >1 son 1he Chn t•.in \\,) , I \ '•, f n· ... life, •,u .. ,-'- ':ur 1 

hi.: ... 1J '1e like. \! In) 11 c r, 
1
1.',. d r1. • l..11,11 of 1he ~ ,J ot '\khom , \\,llch \\, s 

• t ·r <. r ,111 ' 
•c 1 I 1.: 111t1u.. cc of th\; ;., ionancs on 1hc 1.·ultu ii fc of 

1d I' ul, 111 n, h. \c.' I 1. 1 l I p, d , ... r 11:.: \,.Jr, 111 <1 11001,,. 111 ( hichl.',\:t titlc:J 

Zol,111111P,.1 ncli Zopa11g.11rn J"r c 1, R , n .. ' 111.0 ,, v, o 1I) th:-c.! char.1c1 ri 111.·, .ire 

1,dJ ,o ktcrm,nc ,, he:1!1cr .1 Church j., !rue or :101. l11c 11 u-. lln rch 1, tir,1I; \\ hac the 

\\ orJ c,f GoJ is pr11d,1i111 .. d in 1ru1h: scc:01 JI) \\ he.re 1he l\\u sa ... rnrnc111<,, i.e. bap11sm : nJ 

Ill>!} cr,mn1L 111011, :ire d1 pen .. d proper') as commanlh:d h) 1hc I ord Jc us Chn,1. and 
1
1
1ml; \\here 11

,,t.:1p1 nc 1, sp1r:1ua,l; cnfon:1.cl on i1,; member 27. 

l h1. f ~,1 mo..,, •n r i.:, ,\1.d .1111.:n11on, bu1 th third, th· t of d,,c1plrnc. rl.' ... c.:1\cd the 11·0~1 

d ' •1 111!,. ,II:. 
1

11 io , I he , lilt pcnamrn , :o Chris11.rn Ir, in6 and hfcst) le arc ,;till ri.:, bed 

earn" , "< , llLl Ir,, ,fie ll:\t '11>1hl'r climcn,1011 of the pe;nc1r:11hc rr.fh1cnlc of the 

Gu,pd of , 1 > p, oplc ,'l ... r1:ad in 1h; book, ,1. bcm the Chri,11a11 

d1-.,crnc:J cm, ... .i ;, ••• , , 1 ,1 ch.ir ... •ctcr ind pagan ch.iractc,. 111c) tncd as much 

,t pm ihlc tu d,.,,. ncl! lh ... ,r, \1. r->rn the tr.uli, · 111 , d: m:c c.1 I d (iuh~\\u' 1,..,;uru ( J he 

(iri.:,11 D.111 .. c) .ind ih p. •ant:,., pr.1c1tc'C. l'hc, lOd1l,1.'d the p.1 •,t'.11 JCl11.:1.•, ,,hich !.hould 

not he pr,11.:1i,cd b) be rc,cr~. '-llLh .i \\llchcr, r, ,orc ... n, upcr-,ti11on, •11e po· on-rnp and 
all on.., ot uch r,1lttt.:L .1, .ire not 111. •rt.cllh:nt ,,1111 lhl' r;'>~pcr 

.\,tic 11u111
1
1c.:r of hclrehr llll'C .. c.:d, ,ome ort of orc:~mis.,tio,1 hcL.1111c nt::..:c ,tr;. The 

111di:c.:r11u m,n,stcr<, kn .. ,, the c. u c, of m ,.\ Ill the problem th.11 tht •re)\\ ing churcli 

f.iccJ. '\e;cordin h 011 th: '1.1 1 of tl1dr e,p1.1111i'un t:'c 1>11c,I ,,,.~ \Hit• ... n :, n guide lo all 

church c1,1111cil \\ h... :!:i.:, L 'we •d d1 cip1,ru. <111tl ,, her. the) ... dmir11 krc:lf the f'hurd1 in 

.ill ii'- !aft• .. , d \ 1 rk. flit t' '" 1 , 1mta11h•ulnt ,s in narri.1 •e. u•ll.h\ ful 1n.1rri.1gc ,1<.1.. irdin!: 
to C'lm..,ti,tn rte,, ,l!lu h 1.r-Jn:ik111 • ,,ere ut the l!T-illes! 1.'onccrri lll 11-c , '11.rch c·ou 1c1l 
.111d the Pre: h) lt,;f) .i, .1 ,,tu k 

l he )t:.ir-, 1914-1918 \\..._r1; th!.' ;1 r11J of \\ orlJ \\',1r I l h1, hi,wrk.tl ~ 1.11• ,•ftc1..tecl tl•e 

C h .. rc.h. I he :\l.il ... \\t, r men \\crc re;c t.llrcl •• 1ld1cr~ m t c ,,.ir. l Ii, r.:crnitr,t'nt 

d,,appo'nrccJ nwn~ 1 rJ, l'llu • h:,1d .. r, \\ho \\dC •. ,, •. 1, <11 '1c p11F,;1. ,m, Ii ,ll,on <1t :he 

h,r. \ .1 re.: JI[ ol th1,. 111 ltJJ'i •he Re, John C.h1len,lml! l>I 1. I ·o, d.:ic .. IP • • •J• 
\ I 1, llll or , r , J u r~ 1 1,1 

.. 
' .. 

\\e"tkl·Cal\111.J _v ,\ 1 1,!lllll.. I\ l.1J 
(i .. or • )11 .. , n \h\, Sl1 il-.c a !Ho\\ .111cl Die, pp.•.~ ft 
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\ • l-.1.:nttl •h~ 
1

11 1onan l,1.i,-. of 1! c C nurch. l h1.: r umhtr of c.nmt:-r t.hdndlcd, bur 
• t ... r the \\,Ir Ille ( hur ~h tic 

1
.111111 !,rtl\\. •.1in. I he Jc. dcr,I p of 1I c ( hurd1 cb11gctl. 

8 

!l, I'' 2' , he lr,m ,1. 1 on 01 1<1e B, "'c imo ('n" h," ., "., "" 1pl, t-d : r d ma tic a, .,ilahle 1u 
11 · ( ri,ti.u,,. J h-. Rl, \\ \1 \lurrn) d'd the \\ork of 1r. 1 L1;, n f .. !I time from JOO, to 

, JI~. L'rull i. l,t) lhi~ 1 • n,l,111<111 of the Bi'11c 1s u-;cd .11 J le ,, I)\ 1he people. 11-e 

1r.1n,l.11ion of the B1
1
,!c 11110 toJ.) ·, Ch'd1t:\\J, a joint h : turc lf tic Prote\1,1111,; un<l the 

C ,,tholic. 1s 1101 oftt:n rt·.1u 111 puf,f1c in 11 c C ( AP . 

.::?.J 1 he period of' 1111 ill'd mh ion.11) cffo,·t: I IJ.26-1 4>56 

l he thira phase ol :\'khoma S) not.J's hi~torical de\ clopmenr. 1926 10 I r1_·6, began \\ hen the 

Cou o<il of Cungrcg,. 11011, hec .. mc Mhu ma Pre, h) 1 cry u ndcr 1hc nc\\ ly funned Si nod of 
1hc C'Ci\l'. 

In 1his period ure utdigcnnu, people became a,·1hel) m,ohed in Church \\ork along \\llh 

• lrs,ionaries. Thei p:1r11cip.11ed in lire ,·nnrmi11ec, of rhe Preshi leri of Nkhoma no1 onli 

a unlooker~ or ,I', ~• sis?ing member<;, iHll as nflic1al leaders of thr.; Church. Of course:, all 

along thc·y hatJ pla,>ed their n •htf .. I role a member , bm from that point nn rhc) were ul~o 
u, fi .:1al1) recognized 

fhe Re, ndre\.i \,1rnkumh.1 \\.,, the: f r-,1 Afrkan Minister 10 he elected by Nkhoma 

Prc"h.> ter) to the ( ( \P ~ 1, nJ,n Com1111t1t:c in !9.'.::."~9 He \\US also one of the se\cn 

\fr1can dclt:f:llc, (the 01h, r \\t:re elJer ) \\ ho ,1<.:companied Mr sionaf) \1ini tcr tu a 
C CAP S)nod mcc11n • in Bl,111l)1e :n 192<>.30 

In lkcembcr f<n.i. the Nkhu.n.1 l'rc,h)tCf) elect~cl the Re\ .imon Kntengcza as the first 

African ~fodcr:nor, 11 h1I lhc R" A h.111 ~lalcn~a. 11 ho had complelcd 1henlugie:tl !raining 
in !9.::?r1, became 1l·e Ju111or Ckrk (or Dcput) Clcrk)31 . fric,tn lcatlr:rsl1ip anc.l act1\c 

p,1rtic1p:11iun in the exec 111\c mcct•nJ~ ol :'\khoma Pre b,>tCI} helpetf the Church 10 rcllcct 
~omcthin,g of the \fr1can \\ ,t) ot Church liJ .... 

1 he \fri,. m n" r recorded I hci r 011 n h, IOI) up 10 1hc c l c: r,., B111 11 i po,;iblc I ha1 1 he) 
,h.ircd lhcrr t'\pc.:ricnlc \\llh th..: ,,hire 'llhs on. r c, rcwrdmg the histof) of the mis,io11. J\ 

ood c,amplc ,, rl•, 1 of the J{c.:\ \,101011 K.11~•11 c1.1 \\ ho rl'l,llcd 10 the mis:.ion. rics thr.; p. ~I 

~11 ( oum.! <•I ( on~n: :111.irh, K .. ,.1r. •u. cp1cmh1.:r 11125 l 11. 
, ' ( oun\.tl ul ( on:rl •,111011,. \'1.r.c m,1. \J.1\ l!J.2(1. p.::? 

. , ( o,,r .._, ot ( 1111~r1.: • 11 .i • "· ,u 1 •u. 5,
1
,i..mh_r 193-l. p 3. 
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of the pc( pk \\ho n. d wn.c to rc.:c1.:1,1.: the r.o,p~I. I le aid the \f11c,m 1.h1cis ,,ac 

numh:rcr-.. J blood-tl1, I). r h-: ~1
1 cd \\hOllleH:r th .. y \\anted dt·ad. I le: lw 'ipoke of 

th po:-.un cup c,tlkJ ~h,, b,i :..nd of t1.c ,! .. , · tr,tde, \\ar, and the cr .. d punishmc111s 

mflicteJ upon \Hong-doer, ,\ll thc,e ,,c.:rc a result of p: •uni 111 ,,hid1 ,,,r, cruel 1t1 pcnple 

• nJ c pcc1.tll: to n I sw 1.irio \\ !Jo could not proceed to procl.11111 the <"';ospd ,, ith 1.::1,c32_ 

·uch or.ii relat,ng of l' pd1c.:nc1.: 1-; \d) important Ill tht: Ch .. rd1 \\hich h,1 ncH \\ritten 
mud1 of its m,n histol"), 1,.,1 ,,. s lr.:.1rnin I Je tcchniquc. 

9 

lnis phase Jl,o bring, \id1om~1 S) 110d into ,mother lmtorical a soci,1uon ;oming ,\i1h the 

Sc.u11ish rnh"1on churchl.!~ to bernmc the Church of 'cntral Africa l'rc h) tcri,m. It took 

)c.:an, hcfo1c mcmbc.:r~ of thc S)nod~ of I hings1oni.i, Bl.mt)rc and :'-'khorna could re.illy get 

10 grip~ \\ith this ne,, idc1111fica1iun. J'rom the time the mi~sionaric~ started, com ens ,,ere 

kno,, n a member of thl! I· ree Church of Scotland. the Church of Scotl:tnJ, or the Dutch 

Refo1med Church. fod:l) the name CCAI' is mo,tl) preferred b) member~. ~ome1imcs 
the name I fullm,ed h) the dcsign,11ion ot 1he S)nod to \\hicf11he person belong· 

When thl! ~)nnd, tarted lo mec1 1ngc1her, 1hcy influenced each other in many \\,l)s. "lbe 

problem of language \\ .1s one of the foc1or th.11 in nut: need Nkhom:i S) nod and initiated 
Ill!\\ priom1es in educa1:on ;, 10,1 of the African nuni ll!r of ~khoma ) nod did 1101 kno\\ 

f·ngli h. ll1ey on!) spoke Chiche,,a. thdr O\\n Jnngungc When the: came to the n1eeting~ 

of the < C'.\P )nod, the member /dcle •,He had 10 ,;pc:- k rngli,h in order to be 
under 100d I)\ ,Ill other, 111 the delibl.!r, 11011s. II is note:\\cirthy tha1 the other 1,,0 mission 

1:hurches, 1hosc 01 I J\ 111 •,1onra .111J Bla11t) re, h.td .llrcady begun to teach the English 

I. n •u.1ge lu omc of 1he1r 1:omcrt \\ho had :,ccome ministers. and the) spoke Fnglish 
fairl) \\CII.

13 
l·or 1h: t rc,1,on the) \\ere .1ble to panicipa1e m the di cussions of the 

llll!Ctings. 1 hu , the Synod uf ;'l.:khoma \\as influenced to teach f'ng1ish 1r to recru11 

c.10Jid.11c tor thc1,logic.1I trnining \\ ho had ~ome kmm ledge of the English language. 
although the language uf i1Nrnc1inn ,,as C'hiche\\J. 

Inc grc,11e~1 diftcrcncl! bl mccn thl! S)nr,J of the CC'AI' \\:1s in 1he area of theological 

e1h1c~. the prnctic:il applrc,11ion or 1h .. Gospel in the dail) Ii\ cs 1,f Christi.ms. and the 
liturgy. \s earl) .1s J Q2(1 \'kho111a ) 110d had 1.ompl.1111ed about the use of liquor b; 

Christian fr11111 Bl,111t)re ~)nod. 1hc) .,,11d lhris1;,1m, from "-ikhom.1 S)nod \\ere tempted 

10 drink 1111oxic,1tin • Jnnb \\ht·n lh ; ,,ere m 1hc1r n11"io11 arc.i. \\hlle the S)nod or 
"'l...homa ugreed on 101.d ,tlhlinc nee ~4. II i sJid 1hat from the heginning of the mi sion :it 

~· 
I' c LJci:c>p. Cil. pp 3-5. 

Cr. I hl! d)ntr,hution, of the l~n tephen Kuml cha of BIJnt)rl! )nod and the l{_e\ 
l'.unck :\h,.1111lim.1 of I I\ 111~'-!0111,1 S,nod ,11 the mc1.:t111g of the \11 1011,tn Council 
l•t.·ld ,II I 1, 1111.:stoni,1. from S~ptemhcr l::!th-1 ~th. 1<>2.;, Jij) 113-75. 
\khom,1 /'rl~b\11.·n \l111.,1e,, \J..h, 1,1, :\l,t) 1'>21>, p '· r, ulu11nn no. 2. 

-<. 
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\l\cra l hri,t;,111' ,,ere not tu drrnk .tlcuhol (beer). rhe ruling \\,1 onl:, md1f1cd in 

Dlc•·rnbcr JllJ2 at the< ouncil of Conc!rcg,1110n hdd at 1':onc!',,c. and phr.hed a folio,, ... 

10 

"I al.tmulira ku11 Akrntu ndi .t\m'kl:l! a i\l1'-\C>n1 ):tthu a!;am,1 e chin chome 

d1,1kulodzerc1sa mumhu:·35 
I"\\ e h:n c come 10 rule that Chri,u:in, and 

catcchumcn members ,110uld not drink an) intox1c:11i11,g drink ". • \ly 
tran,lation.J 

fot: I ahstmence I the highc-.1 ethical st.md:1rd h:, ,, hich a C'hristi:.m ml:mbcr fro, 

\'.khoma Syno l 111u~t be identified. \femhcrs "ho are found drunk, arc cen ured 

membership and can nnl) be rc!>torcd on repentance of thi sin. Toda:, Bl:mt) re S 
di .. cour:1ges Chri~tian, from drinking alcohol and the) make .1 public , ow not 1< 
intoxicated. 

:! 4 The period of indigcni.t:llion of the church: 19.56-1')89 

'Ilic three S) nods of the CCAP had pre, iousl) been identified a the l're b:, tcries of 

I 1,ingstu111a, Bbnt)re and ~khorna. From 1956 the) each became o. S)nod. Indigenous 

p.1 tor. multiplied and became the leader of the Church. 'I11c need for indigenous 

leadership fwd been decided upon in lruerno.tinnnl :\fo,ionar_) Councils31> and al o by the 
,\lissional) Council of :\'):i,alanu37_ 

Autono111) in '\J..:ho111:1 S) nod 

I ull indigenous leaderslup \\ .1s gr,1111cd to Blant) re S) nod o.nd I h 1ng~ton :.i Synod in I 
1
158 

b) t'1c $1,;oaish ~1,!>sions. ;'\khoma S) nod became independent of the Dutch Reformed 

Church on!) in 1%2 :1fter the nece sal) ccdcsiastical arrangements had been made 

het,,ccn the concl:rned churches. From this point on African leadership de, chJped more 

rapidl). 'J'he fir t S) nod Clerk ,md General Sc ~rc1ary of Nkhom:1 S) nnd after autonom:, 

\\:ls the Rl v Killion J :\lgmd, :md the first \!odcratnr the Re, lo nfati S :\h,ale, 

I lcl\\C\er. from the e,irl:, )cars of the autonom) the recording of minutes \\::JS done b:, the 

) nod C'le, k assistl d by the Junior C I erk. ,, ho \\ a one of the mis ionary ministcrs. ·111e 

I~c, l' R S11111 scned in this t'.ip:.cu:, for l\\o )Car (after he had hccn Clc:k of .S)nod for 

~ &e pJgc 41 01 h:rnJ,, rincn ,\linutcs, no IJ. It \\,1 \cl) stro.nge th.11 the DRC 
t\l1~siomncs h,1d :1grced to ha,c this ruling in lhc ~kho111,1 S)nod \\hilc their home 
( hurch in South Africa i, r.ot a~,tinst drinking :ilchohol as \\,1 the ca~c ,dth the 
51,;ottish ~l1 .,ionaric, of Bl,111t)re ~\nCJd 111 \fol:m1. It 1s pos ihlc that total ab tincnce 
\\;1~ inlro<iuccd in .\ J,tl:m1 hc,.:au!ie the DHC' lission :1ro~c tr,Jm rc,hali~m and tlw pic1i tk 1r,1di1iun. 

':le, I<e.1d the ra111b,1r,m1 I n1crna1 ion.ti :\ I ,,sinnar. Council rl·pun, I l/JS. 
'37 Rl'ad the Report of the :\Ii ~ion,11) < ouncil 111 ,\':,asal.111d 12th-18th ~c.:ptcmbcr 19:!4. I 1, ;ng,10111a. 
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11 

lll:Jll_\ :,c;11-.J i.e. fr,,m 1%.2 to l11n4, \\ hlle the l{e, \ C I luman sened in the -.ame 
'S 

c,1p~1ci1y·'• for more tl1an t,\che )i:ar,. I rom l()OJ Orn\:. rd-. 11mil 1%.2. t~,e mis:-ion:.tric:s 

rernnkd the rninutc:-.;, clerk, of i.'uuncib ot co:igregarinn,, nf pre:-.h) t1:rie-., or:-.) nods. and 

\Hllte the mi11u1<..•-, in -.tandard Chicht:\\:.1. Becau,(' Chiche\\U i~ their ,t: ~ond or third 

language. the,e minute abound \\ith uncenaintie, and mi.-..r:ikl's, unhogr:.tphicall:, and 

grammatic:dl_\. 01.:\i:rthek,,. :he1 contain the cen1ral itka, that \\ere discussed hy the 

different bl 0J1cs. Onl.'. need, to rcaJ them c:m:fully to grasp the gist of tht> re,olutions. An 

netption i'.'l the Rt:\ :\ C I luman. \\hn i~ especially remembered for his usage of the 

Chic:he\\:.t language. lit: \\fllle it fairl1 \\ell ~rnd spo~e it fluently. He kept the record~ ol 

the Synod from 1%:J. until 1979 ,,hen the Rev JG t\las.:ko was elected Assistant General 

Serreta1y (I k was already the Educ:.itional St.:cretary f0r Nkhoma Synod). 'Il1us, it was 

rossihk for Iluman to takl.! full time responsibility as Liais• n Officer, a post which be had 

alreaJy a,~umeu in I (J75
39

. The Rev J G M Maseko reccivt'.d his theological training at 

:--:khnma 'l hcolugical College from l % 7 to 1969. IIe was ordained in 1970 after one year 

of probation. In 1c171 he a1:cep1cd a call to be a tutor at Nkhoma Th,.!ological College. In 

1973 he was sent to Oul'en's College in Rclfast. Northern Irdand for further studies. He 

returned after mo 1ears anJ resumed his work as tuwr until 1978 when 1he Synod called 

him IO be Educatit>n Secretary of Nkhorna Synod. As A,sist:mt Gener.ti Secretary the 

minute, of the S:,1h1J written h1 him. as ,~ell as those wriucn hy the Synud Clerks. were the 

beginning of the\\ nuen '-ources in good Chiche\~a hy ~fa;:11vians. 

The 111.11-.ing of a ne,} political dispensation 

·n1e mmement hir indigt~nizatinn ent<.:rt·d into a p~riud of political resistance, which 

affected the "hole cnuntr) including churches, ·n,c Church was confrontt:d hy a society 

whkh hec:1me Ufll':.lS) and dt.!rn:inding it, right of ,elf-tktermination. 

~t•e 
1
1th \ ln·t ing of i\ khom:i S) nod. 1 %➔, S. I p 5 and the 15th (\keting I 977, s. l u,J p 

7 . 
.,., Sec.:: J!,,. < 1111~111uti()11 uf Nkhoma S)lllld in Zolarnulira lll70 pp 218 f.; abo the 

111111utl', pf tl i1..• 15th metting of :-,,'khoma S)nod, 1977 S. 1 IC,3, and the 20th meeting of 
ltl~5 S. 1~2~. \\'hilc pre\ iou,h the MoJcrature wa'.-1 composed of two miniswrs from 
tilt· <:011i.:11.:g, t1"11, a, ~lodera1i1rs anJ \'ice-moderators. the General Secretaries and 
th<.:1r \'ssi,i.1111, \\ l! iL' not frum congreg:.itions: but tht.:v \\ere ~till pan nf tl1e 
\l,1dcraturc. ·1 he pre i:nt .,etup i!>. Jiffert.:nt. ,,~ from jll~5. all members of the 
:\luder:uure .ire 1rn111,tl'r, lrum Ctlll!.!regalion,. \,i1i1 Clerks of Synod anJ Junior Clerks 
:i, ~l'L'Of1kr, "' minutc.:,. All of thern s~ern.· in th :ir different C~lpaci11cs for two years. 
:t",uming ,dike lrnm the t

1a) they are elech:J ut :he Synod meeting h:, the S)nnd and 
ri:1urn111L'. .11 1 lie lll'\t bi,1nnu:tl S, m,d mcl.'tiJH: 1111 ·1ediatc.:lv bdore dections Jre 
t'ondut't~J. I lit· ( ;e11l·ral Secrcta·rv's offkc.: i, ~ aJrninistrati,:e, and aloni.: with the 
Li:ii,1>11 < llfkL·r. he :1t1enJ, all mee1ii1g, a~ an t'\·nfficit1 men1bt:•r. _\II corrc~,pondcnce 
h Ill lhe :1d1111nh1r:it inn 01 the Gt:neral Secn.:t~f). 
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12 

,,·hool ch,klrt'n. c.itcd1uml'n mcmher!->, leaJing the 
• J • " prl·Jdlmt.! (:1, \\;i, tilt• Dng,n.il rrac1ice \\ilh the teJcher-

11 n r.. It d 1hc \ nod ;.ind ,torpcJ practising 1he,c activitie~ in 

111 r , 1 I 

l l ~ 

.m.1h11111 

1l
1
1Lul\ polrt c.11: mo1i,:111:J ;1, 1hc:, \\ere Jissatisfic.:d ,d1h 

0

1 

~,noJ l11 c.crnm adm1r11,1r.1tio11 anJ the con~titutiun. Such 

! lw,r hd1,1,iour ,1:is :tho ;i :,1gnal of an historic;.J! 

p.11u h, the mh-.111rt be111,g ~1,h~iJi,cu h) the Gm·crnrnent. Their 
• l I r ,, 

p 1r
1

1 p lll11l n ti, \\1irl-. of tic ( htirch ,,as not a pcr-,onal rnmmitmcn1 and considl.!reJ as 

.1 1., 11111 • i od,1, rl 1 •111u IL,!< lung I not l•>mpul,nl) tor 11.!:.icher~. rh1:rdore teachi.:rs ,,ho 

·ct 111\ohuJ 11
1
1, t h

1

Hd1-. ,ldl\llle~ Jo ii:,, wmmitted Christians. Thus, from the evil of 

tile rc,,d1 ri.:,ullld lhc ch:ntu. I ,,idt'r 1mc,hcml'nt 1,t members ol the Church for the good 
111 11s gr11,, rh. 

I lw I'' ili1 it•al unrc,, rc.1d1l'J ., ,1ab'.~' \\ hen in 11><)-1 the Re, Chi mom bu, one of tht! Ministers 

tit :--'l-.h()m,1 S~ nllJ ,:athnJ a 1,4: h h m at ~11:mda CC,\P hecausc of his d,sobedicncc to S) nod 

ruks. \\'hen 1l1l' S_\11t,J d1.\.1pli11l'J him, he diJ not \\ant to !)Uhmit. As a result the 

t"llnl.!rcga1i,,11 ',\,1., Illrn intn l\\u gmups: one group following him, and :.inother group 

nbcdicnt lo the: S:,nod. In the end the matter 1\as scttkd, not in coun as ,,~is originally 

in1e11Jc:d, hut :11 a di,rn.,~ion ,dh:re polit1cal leader:, and gon:rnmcnt c1fficials \\ere prl.!sent. 

The ~\Tllld n.:tainl'd O\\ llt'r,hip of the l'Clngrc:gation while the Re,· Chimombo too!: le:ive of 
i1 in \ui•ust the ~:in1e _yt'ar41. 

Earlier in 1%-1, the politidans around ~khom .. ~li~,inn Station were di s:.atisfied with 

man:, things politi1.:;i!Jy. A, :.i rt'sult they brought the forhrddcn tr:.iditional maskeJ dancers 

called C ulc\\amku ru
42 

into the mi-.sion. Thb <.Janee is paganistic and heathenish in its 

:Jl'tivitic:-.. Tl:~ m1..·111bers swear anJ :m: w,ual!y e\"il-doer-,. They also dance to appea.se the 

spirits of dead men and ancestors. Tkn<:e the Church from tht. \Cl) earl) years 

Jis:1pprmcJ uf it-, acti\ itks ,d would not allm\ its members tu join the Church. Church 

members \\ ho insisted assodating \\ith the ma~ked dancers were censured (disciplineJ) 
a11J only restored to the Church after repentance. 

When the ma,kct.l dann·r, infiltrated the mi~sion, tht~ Gmernme;-nt took a ~trong 

opposition to the practices oi' Gulcwamkuru, because it \\:.ts detrimental tu the mis~ionary 

,\urk. !\Tg\\ ~ai Dr I I Kamuzu fbnd:i, the Life President, took a personal initiati,·e 10 4uell 

-rn The rl',olt \\a, l>r1c:1ni,ed lw the \.J...homJ Srnod African Te:icher\ .-\ ,!--th·1atinn. Sec 
minutl's C1f thdr C(~nfcrencl.! ·IOth-1 Ith Augusi, Jtlo:2, p I. 

➔ J See: ~!...hurna S:ntid 111inu1e:-.. 1%~ S. 117 p 23. KS. 2 r -12--43 and r..:s 15 pp 4(1-47: 1'.S. 25~. 

-12 Sl'l': \'khoma S)r1t1d ~l1nu1es KS. 241 of :!I ,\pril 1%5 Pr I0.2-IOJ. 
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the.: :.trirc b) calling 1Jj>l'n kadcr.s uf the Churd1 anJ some indiddu:il 111i-~io11arie~. aJ\'ising -~ them hm\ to live in peace and hanm,n1 .... 
1

• This C(Jnfrnntation of the Church and political 

Gon:rnrncnt was an C\ cnt \', ith a nc\\ mc:.11:i11g to the Church's sucio-pnlitical position. 

Tht: Church re ·ci,eJ the ,upport of Ci, ,crnmcnt in th.!ir concern :rnJ Jbcipline. 

It shoulc.l he noted thou~h that in 1974 and 11J75 some of the mi:--sionarie:-. \\ere deported 

from Malawi
44 

by the ~bl:mi Gll\crnmcm for \ari11us reasC1ns. After a few year:. they" 

wcr,• reim,tatcd. The c.kpon:1tion uf mi~~ionarics ,,:1s a .\Lrong and unc,11t:ctcJ blcl\\ to the 
Church hj Government. 

The period is imrortant hccau~c the Gm·ernrncnt nnd the Church m.:re hoth inrnh ed in 

c.lifficult issues. Sometimes ti1cr com.ultcd each other. In Cl?rtain cases the Church just 

listenec.l to ,, llat thc Gel\ crnmcnt did, for example in the case of the.: deportation of the 

missionaries. This illustratt:s the foct chat the hi'-lory of Nkhoma Synod is inter-related to 

social anc.l political lllO\'ements. Thus, sccubr c.locuments are also important to describe 
the hi,tory of thc Church and to understand i1s historiography. 

T n 1 CJ66 it\\ ,t~ incimated that sports and j.!:.imcs hac.l hccn organised to take place on a 

Sunda). The S) 11()(1 die.I not apprm e of it and called on its member., to dcciJe personally 

against participatiou
45

. Pn:,·iously ,ports and game;, \\c.;re acti\ities tli.1t took place from 

~1onJay to S:iturday in Nk!wma Synod, but ncv\.!r on Su11c.l.iy:-. In spiti: uf rhc stanc.l t::tken 

b) the Churrh ~md some of 1t, memhers games arc pla~eJ on '."iunJay~ nuwac.luy:.. 'Ilic 

climatc has changed regan.Jin_g the.: sanctity of thc Sunday, especially in tht! cities. E\'cn 

political meetings arc hdJ lln Sundays, hut usu:.illy after church services. 

Tlw joint theological training in the ~CAP 

Another impurt:,m hiswric:tl dimension during the pcriuJ was the establishment of the 

Joint Theological College of the Church of Central Africa Presbytem.n at Nkhoma in 1963. 

It w~s the fruit of the long search for unity in the General S)notl CCAP40. All th.:! 

'.\1inisters uf the CC,\P were trained togt'ther. This brought in an inlet of influencing and 

stn:ngthcning one :rnotllt'r spiritually. ac:.idcmic:.illy and intdlectually. ft is tr:igic to note 

tl1.!! in 1974, ju,t a dc.:caJe later, tile jPim truining ,:rumbled ,\ith Living!'ltonia S:,nod and 

l31,t11tyn.' S•, nod stuc.knts :, 1 ~dra\\ ing to form thC'ir .m n college ar Kapcni, in Biantyrt!. 

I lm•:•:-. er, i.: 107(1 the ("ient ·,ii Syno,f mu1, cd to ree~tahli~h the Juim College ne:-ir the 
I '11i\t1:--i1, :.if \f;.lawi. ~d Jt>mb,. 

43 Set:. ~,kh,11.~ ·,nod;\: 1 u1 ·s 1'.S. 24ll :.nt.l 250. 
44 Sl'e. ·,kl :im~ ..... :-;,i.l .\l11•ut." K'>. 5081, kS. 2UOI, KS. 570-k KS. 5727(h). 
-+5 ~e •. '.':i.lJ,m1:.i S, 111-~ Ii nut-!\ KS. 32t,. 
-+<1 See· \':1 utc: cl~ ,li1u'm: C1mmi1te~· Gen~r:il S,1wd CC.-\P, Lh111l!:--tonia. 2ri-27 :-.1:iv. 

!4(,J r~-... J.u_ ~ • ~ • 
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In a further do:\eloprnent the Anglican Cc1uncil in .'.\fal~mi b c~mc full Member, of lht 

Zomba Theological Bu:ird. "fhe Culkge actuall) stt1rted in 1977 \dth tudcnh from all 
')nod of !he CC.\f' :ind th~ Anglican Council in i\faJa,,i. 

H 

rhe member of the Zomba ·111colobical Board are dr.m n from the participating synod,. 

J utor arc ::ipprO\cJ .rnd cmplo)ed b} the Hoard on lht.: recommendation of their )nods. 

In lcrms of the tr.uning nf the minister ,\'khum:i S)nod ha~ entered }Cl another period in 

i1s hi~tor:,. ,\ linister~ trained in the Zomb.1 Theological College :..re • ,.>re in cont::ict \\ 1th 

other de11omination \\ hich are not ne.:-cssanl) more ::icc.:ptable to II thculugical appro.1ch. 

The cu::.tom of sending minister, ahroad for further profe sional 1raining t:irtccJ in this 

pcri1id. The Re\ ercnJs K ,\!g:m i, Y <'hicnda, A .\fndal~t . .\I Chinkhadzc and G Kach:ijc 

enrolled in Great Britain for \ anous profos ional training course,. In addition to !hat, 
group.'.> of mini,tcr, \\ert. scm to South Africa for not les than six month to forther their 

theulogic.il .,tudie,. In this \\ay their lheological horizon \\ ere \ddcncd. In the late sixtie!i 

the Church fl' ohed to send )Oung ?T'.ni ter~ to the uni\'crsities in South Africa and 

elsewhere su a, to prcpart.: them acudemica!l) for thenlogical degree . 'Jne fir. t \\~b a 

teacher, Ske\ a Zamba. 'I11e Re\' L Karntambe \\as the pioneer minister follo\\ed b} the 

Rev I I Kamnkhwani and m:iny others in later )ear~. Some studied in other countries. 1be 

Rev J G ~f Kaseko opened the door. tud) ing at Queen's College m Belfast. Ile was 

follo\\CJ b) the Re\· YA Chientla \\ho studied at hiller Theologrcal Semin 1ry, School of 

\\'orld i\li ion, Pasadena. USA. The Re\ Duncan P Gah :_ (. !,u died in 1
1
184) opened 

the door to Sllld) in Ken)a at Da}star Communication and the Rev J J Kanmana follO\\ed 

him rn Ken) a by srud) ing at St. Paul's Theological Seminary, Limuru. 'Ibcse arc only a few 
of the many minh.ter, \\ ho ha\'e undertaken some kind of profc-,!iional or academic study 

outside i\f ala\d. It hould be noted 1ha1 ministcrs-in•training at Zomba 111eological 
College h:l\ e the opportunity of obtaining a Diploma in 111cology. ~fany ha\'e t:1ken 

advantage of thi:i and ha\·c qualified themselves for admi~ ·ion by unh er ities of their 

choice. PJ:in.~ arc under \\rl) to open a Fnculty of l11eology a1 the lJniH·rsity of ~1ala\\j so 
that degree:- can be conforred. 

I11e theological educ:ition of indigenou ministers of 1hc Churlh ha.~ be!'n academically 

much imprmed. It has been a lremendou help to the Church hecau:ie mis ion:iries are 

phasing out. At pre,cnt, ~khom:.i Synod has on!} four minister:, of 1he DRC ,en ing as 

frmernal \\Orkcr:-.. Of thc:--c. l\\O arc in l..'ongrcgation,. one in administration :mu the other 
,1 llHor at the Theologkal Cnllcg<..', Zomba. 

111e number of mini ter of ~kl10rna S)nod outnumber. that of the 01'1er S)nod, of !he 

C'CA P .i a \\ hole or per hap, of all the Prott: 1,mt hurche~ in i\ fal,m i. It comradkts the 
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,ham~ 1h,ll ,,:, 1mpu1i.d to l~e m. wnane~ of lhe ORC tha1 the) nc,cr concentrated on 

,l\.".Jucmrc t.ll ll, tion 111 1he1r h(J( l,. but onl: on the reading of the Bible. l oda: the S) nod 

of :\'khuma h;.i• I th .1 '-Iron,• reli •,ou, tradnion f the Chri llan f.iith and al o a -,ound 

... cadem1c t.:Uul. 11011. It 1, a f.ict that 1he spiritual emphasi, of :\'khoma S) nod i no1ed 
amon!! all her member m .1 I" .1Jk, of life. 

J. IIIST<>J<IC \ L CU:\ I\I J:.\J\JOI< \TI O~ ~V lil .S'J'ORIOGRAJ>lh' 

J\'khom:1 S: nuc.J com mt moraiec.J i ,~ pa,t ,e, era! times. 

In 1959 u remembered the foct that ~e,cnty )Car~ had pa ec.J ince ih c~rabli,hment. The 
occ:mon ,,a, cclcbr.ited :it i\hcra47. 

l n l C/o4 the S: nod rccallcc.J se, enty-fi\ e ye~ir, of exi tcnce. ,dth a festival at J\'khoma on ~~ 
:'\memher. rn the !.:.tme )ear the Synod planned to build a !'-mall monument on Ka o 

mountain :it ,\hl.'ra ,,here the l3ihle ,,a, tran,btcd into Chichewa, hut nothing,,~~ done 

until 1473. Spiritual g,1thering, \\ere arran_gcd in all congregation 48. commcrr::>rating the 
occa ion. 

In 1973 on Ka~o mountain .'.\'khoma S) nod commemorated the fifty year of the tram,lation 
of the Bible into Chichc\\a b) \V If ~furrny. 

In 19, Q Nkhoma Synod celebrated her cemenaT) from 24 Augu t to 27 Augus149. Thi., 

momemou, occ;.i,wn \\a witne,,ed ~) many churche . both from \\ithin Mala,d and 
ahroaJ. 

The mere fact that the S,:- nod celebrated all the historical occa!'-1on, i, vel'} 5igmficam. It i, 

a sure sign of hi. toric:d consciou~ne - and it prO\ ide. the future church historian ,,i1h 
, ;Jluable ource m:uerfol! 

I3ut i1 i, hi toriograph1cal1) indicative. 

One mus1 c.J1sting11i h four period, of hi,1orical de, clopment, viz. l, 89- I ()03. 1903-19~5. 
1920-19511. 195(>-)fl «i. 

One must litferl'ntiate I\\ o hi,1oriographical periods. , 12. a p rioJ \\ ith the rni, ionaries as 

leader, and a pcriuc.J ,, ith indigcnou, leader,. lnc official doC"ument:ition and ,ource, of 

1he ..,ucc cding stage, of de, elnpment differ methodologically. theologically nd 

comextuall:, The vne rccordcJ hi ror:,· a mi,,ionaric, and \Hole about their ,,or"- in a 

of 7 :\ h er.t ~t:lllon Report b: I' R Smu. 1 %0. 
-rn Sl'c: Xkhom.1 S: nod minute:-. KS.~Q. of th "-eptemher, 1 %4, p 5, . 
-!ti Read Chapter I\ for more info~mation lin the Ccmenar: of ~'khoma S:nod and it, act 1, i1ies. 
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foreign count!} for home corN11np:ion. 1l1e other l!ocum,..nteJ 1h: ,\ rk of an i11digl·nou1, 
church and ~rarted to cor-imemor·•re the hic:tor) of tht' churl·h ·: hkh p\ e hirth to them. 

Thus. in writing the histol) of the CC:\P (:\'khoma Synod) one n l•'-I diffcrenti::ire :incl ,t11dy 
the primal"} sources of tht' oft icial church. 
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\'\\I \SI", 

wont< 110 
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P• I l '. 

11.I ,.,~ .. , 111h, n 1111 ri 

t.1n1. ! l r l \I , r p l I i.: I rp 
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\\ 111 <.) 1,J...<;Pt11 1.lt1,. 1.C,ll.'rt. np,tkm lfu .. ,<.1.1p1111.:111l.1.011 dc,ir. 

I , co• • tor 111,, lht: rh 1I, ll,il ,mu 1 11 c.:r .1-. umpt,on h 1 1c IJ ·h mi ,1..>t1,tr) \\ork .in(i 

, , on of •I l.' ( Hm:h, on r tlld). l.!, ,.11\ 1 1. .. ,,uhhi.: 111on~. 

111 .. I ro .. , onc Io Jill -.11 · 111 •ht 11110 tht: t -.1.ir1( •r, Phi.:. I pre bl..m of 11 c DRC 
ll J..ht ma ,, nod. 

I 1 
1 

t,•c bo ik~ ,\111c.:11 ,, .. c.: ,rdud1.d Jil thl' ur.~y, dcrtni.:i.; h m~l•c t, Nklm,n~ ·,;nod in 
o 't ,, ,1\ o another. 

\I 11 rndud t! 111 in .. .,, f\1. • c.: h ,11 ,, ,'kn o I ti 
luJ ri,,1•111\J...hu .. t\) o',nd•i..C( \I' 
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J he 1clrntilil 11 ion of I he "rilcr 

It ' .. 1 I t , ,n , 11 •h 1 <•I :I .. , r,ll.r\ 
, ~ , ,nt1. I l I. lit n ti • .. ci.. \\ ,, h ,1 r 

lJ ttH\._rJ l I 1 11111 'I 1011? \\,., h1.: 
,n n or .i I Ii 1. , 11 Jl~ u .. Im 

• I I T , I l \( T1. \ 

rn ,' LI ll p:J), ,in 1mport·1n1 
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11.r, I, • 1.0" n, ti\ .. ( h1 11.m, ,I 
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h) 'I he inrt 111 ion or mot I\ .11 ic,n of I he'" ilcr 
1 

r I.: I,,; .. • I. I I. Ill ur lJ I lll\1. j I (I 

m1.:h lJ the \Hh:r u t a, \\1.II "". s J'I 
"'llll\ C. 

1 t nd .. r,) .,, :h,• 1. p ), c: 11on,. 111!.! 

~llt•plcd. n: r-.: i...J 10 hh Purpose or 

1.J l'hl 111<:tlwd and tinw uf,11 iling 

I 1,..- • 1,1
1 

od tlh \\f,:t·r u 1. l 10 • lh,r hh rn,11cri.1l 1•, 1, 1.,1 I,( it.<l to th.:-.illc \\,lClh r 

he ,,.i, ~ 1,1oric .. !I) :mu th"'olt 1c.-. 'h <:r1tiL,d. The t"·nc >f ,, i11r.~ j., .i! o 1mpw1,rn1 for 
:, rtflu· " th1. Jll' ri J of I · tom ·r p 1. •• 1 dchlr pI·1cnI 

d) lkcoi:nition of the boo'-

\n ,II :e
0

1p1 h., he 1. n m. lit :o I ml! our it th~ b1 •ok II.Lo; h,•cn rt.:\ IC\\ t d, : od b, \\ hom 

l'hv,e rc,ic,,,, ,,here :1pp11, b!c, h,1\c been ,111.il) uJ briell). It uc'-t \\tthout s;a)mg 
•h,11 .111 m,n op>i'on has IK1.n 1 1\ ~ for C\cl) hook. 

cJ I fo,torio;,:raph kal , ,iluc 

\\ here nc 1. • T), lhc 1rnpi1n, 111.c .. nd h1 tonc.11 t. tu, c1f ti-. h1 ~ fr,r \khc,ma S)no 1 
h., h1.er, •1,cn. 

\1 !1.:a..,1 l\\o p-.r ou,; 1.,m I 1. ,,:111 111 hu.J ,, ·11 m the put' ht:tl 11.ir..1.; th, pre c,t..ntrl,1.· 
.. nd 111 ,1.:11.:nt1111.: pl'ric d. 

I. fl 11: Piff-SCII :\ I'll IC 1•1 IUC)I) \ DI I . PLJU IC\iIO:\ 

\\\~\I\\() I 

C.1pc l'onn 1897. 1 
\II I\E 0\1>1 In l~l>l;\GI 

\I IJ \ \H l>J \ C l\Jurr.r}, \m<;tcrdam -

1hr, bo ,k ,, 1ni•,.t1,1) the f ·,11.111 pi .. ! c.;n he d ,,pt1lJ1 ,1J 111 ,'lhe \\ntkn rn Dutc.:h 

,, ti 1.: Re.\ \ C ,\lur I\ ( 18<,.:?-l1l3~) \'. ,uh: he, , .1 stu(knt • th,. j hcolo ic .. J "i,m111
1

1) 

tell.. o,c:h, n .. , • ftr I .1 ·, 111 >c:r .in I 1l11.11 urct,ll) of 1/te StuJcnt ~1r-.~.o, T) 

\ u in. r, 1 1, I ,1, J J .r: · I or i 1.. !1cJ I 1111 1n he. mrs,i 111 m Jn I, S~ he ,, .. s 
1.:nt 011 h) 111 ... \~ir n AS'-t ,, 11011 in doc coup1..r.: 1 \ .ih tlk I rc.:c 

r h. 1.. I Sc 11, l \, , 1. ! I.,; ... 1.. • .: ·he pH,n,..r mi 1 >n,11) o/ the DRC. • n \\od • 
• •1 •

1
, , Ill ol \J,d, · • ~ 11,.,1. 

\\ I 11 1!•1.:• \\ .i t. 

-. , ,tnd p 
, d llll L,.c. f.. , I f-.. , 

ul,. 1. I • I , ,, ,.1u c.; o• tic I{ \ \1urr ) s 

Dr R, h. 1 • I \\ , J ll11 ',I() , ) 11I I 1~ fr ., 
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l Ch 1rd1 1,f ~K ,1
I
J ,J., l.\ i.:,I 1, 11 lo ,, 1 10 1111.; c.cnrr,tl re.: 11 

C h" f ( """ r< lo d n 1" '"" k :.mon 11•e A, he"., o ~,h, pc 1:, or , \"' an . I " I',,. 
Soon 1 •e lb I ( R \ o J uncd I11m ,md hoih ul 11 "'' , .. , o ,, •o cs1:1hh,h he hr 1 
pc.:rm,inent m1 1011 ol t

1 

Dl<C in :-.Iakmi, t \hc.:r. n 18~ J. flk Re.:, :\1urn1) 'c.:t°rcci fro 1 

hr, \l.tl:m1,m rn1"ac1,. n ,c.n1u:\ 111 i4 ~ \\hL·n hL rdurn ... J to S0111h \lriL.1, 

\,ulru, C'har.c, ~l"" "' "" le lhh ho 1K from • "' 11 ''") m s-iologic,,J pc ... of ""' I le 
hm' <he h.rm • • 11 ,, 1011,1') ". I of 01 e hem • , •1 lo le ad I he he al hens 10 , h ,Hlun m Jc, 11, 

( hn I JI e re ah,c d I he •,, :I nu d .1 on • I he \d1" .. ,,cop! c and adJrc, cs I •1c me mhcr, 
uJ hh church, "rt mg lhem '" ,er" 1he I ord ., 1n, :on.1ncs, lo offer (i,, nc .. ,J supp<1n, anJ 

to pr.i) for the \\ ,rJ.. to b ... do11e. I h1 approJch • nJ aJdrc\ ,,c.re 1.:h.1rac1Lri,11c 01 the 
t, ,tngd1c:il 01,"1C>n.1r) \\ r,1cr,. 

lbc book u11:1,1m lhe e,irHcsi inlorm,,1u1n on lhe commg of lhc miss,<>nade ,111d 1he 
eS1,1hli,hmcn1 c,J 1he l)R( ~1; si•m al ~hem, m 1hc " Ir, I region of \lala"i h ha, nu 
J,1 hi •<>gr, PhJ md1, :, 11 n 'l l he S<>urcc he used 111c m!e, \ AS \ I A, I) A :S: D \l\ 

I XI'! Rll :SCI I If I RI , "' •ge,1, lhat he relied on h1, p .. rson, J mcnw,e, and 
experience~ I le ma, :..l~o hmc u i.:d hi, corrc-.pondencc mid J >urn;,d . 

I he ho<1k, "'"en in So111h \Inc. m !897 "h •• Murrai ""' rc,·uperm ng from an auack hJ 
,, leopard ,u \I" r,, ;, an , "'0111,,0lc '"•Tee for I h, his1ono •r,,ph) of '\ k homa S) nod. 

Sin« n is "rh1rn m lln 1cS A fr k, a"'- ; 1 " u I u he , c ') u, ful from ,, h '" "" ograph 1c al 
poin• of, JC\\ II 11 \\cr1. 1r.1,1 I 11.:c.! 11110 [-n ,h, 1d r111chu\.1 

\!\JO C, f'!-H~ \\ ll.lJ \ "\C:0-\I b_\ \\ \ I lrll',lil', f"dinburgh rtr,cl London. 1899. 

Dr II \ I I 111 he , ,,- , 1111 •n, ey doctor of I h, I "1 1 •,1<,n;,, I I 1 1011 , ru "or>, "nP Dr 

I , ",. ll,c book I an , cco11111 OJ I he e .. rJy hq11· ;, 0, of I he Ol! <io11,1') "o,, ,1 mo11g 1hc 
\n ·,•m peoples. I h,,r h, to,; i, 111 .. J, up of""' and hloodshcJ On •in, lly from Soul!• 

Al n "· th,• ""' Jo pc""' m , unou, d Ire ctwn, b) C'hska. ~ 5ume of <he £Om iro,.p 
011 r,u c J lo Ma'''" i. fuu!' ht the 1" ~., 1 he" .. nd "1tled in I he 11m hcrn re gum. A, 1 he) 

\\er, a \\ .. rJ1kc f'tnplc.:, 11 ,, 1 1101 cw.) to cduc.11c, 'ld pn.:ach lhC' Go,pd 10 them l 11.i l,e 
rd IL ti~ d1t:1.: Ilic 1,11.1.J ,111J Lit, '>Sc uc, ,>n p!. hc.:J 

111< pc, , le • , I .. C '"'• 1 ,J arc de .r ~,d • I !en •1h , , 0111!,1 •1c.11 ,•nd , mhropolo •1c,1J 
le,; II~ r nt: It, l ' HL • I() Cl krt., I t.d \\llh ((OU![\, of !he m.,m .l([l\llh;, ol tht' 
I. l,h .. d :h ... \1, ,, ) ( l hi) r I fl' mu I I)(,; fhl d >.,Ii: 11 ,.[ the Ill!'- Hin' ... fl, I JJI and th .. : ( I\) I ll'-1 It, th. 

, 
( t \I Rt:,tu I he \11go11i of :\_,,1.,al,md. 
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1,·o•r .. p1) I< .. 1d1"..ic1,1 1.1Jrr.c1>\\hi 1hcu ... J. 111c111form:.tionabout1hc 

:"\ o 11 m, •r.illll'. · pp .irs to br. the result of inti..T\:1..:\,., .... ;th h::;1dtrg figures of these 

20 

p .... 1 pl .... ,omc of\\ hom h.1d • ...tu~ 'lj l ... d a h ir: life ls thi, an example of hm, oral tradition 

,, .1, 11 .. d hj the earl) rr,, 11 , i, , .., I, .:: is re on to belie\ e 1r1t I lm~ltc :d,o u cd some 
,, H, n nm.:1..:'i .-.uch .i, lcu r, and he oks. 

111c huok \\., \\tJ h r1..:.1d nd c otcd f1om 111 M:.l.m1, .111J clo;e\\lkre, .ir t.11 Ji let.I 111 the 

BilJliogr ,IJ>hJ of Rdigion in \h1l,1\\i.3 It 1m1\ 'c inform..il°nn on the gcn ... r.d J hlOf) of 

\I.ii .. ,, 1 ,ind al,o uppli.:, mu, 1 n· 11.: ri,tl fur a ht IOI) of the l h mgstonia S) nod of the 

( ( AP. cuwprd1cn h c .1cw.in1 uf \\ ill1am Ko) ,·s contribution is g1\ en in "hapter nine. 

I he m:'>'-ton.11) 111011\ c ol th .wthor t quite clc. r It is ,1.: stc>f) of :1 mi ,ionar); ancl a 

Jc,;,cr,p1ion of 1111 ,,on. nc-i .md the i d, •c.:110.is people thc.:y \\ ere scm to com ert. It is 

p.1rucularl} 1111crc 1111 • 1h.,1 the l11 !Of) of the ~ uni i~ \\ ell pieced tobether from the 

n.irr,tll\c of the people 111 •m.,t.•ht-i, h111 \\hen i1 wmes to the m1s.sion.1ry experience of the 

\1. l.m ·.rn people the n11 1011,trt ., ,pc.1k for tl,cm! 11-,e mi,sicm.11) \\ork started in 1ST. 

1\'erc 11cre b) IS91J \\hen th,,; boo,-\\, \\rilkn no i-tco •n;lable, f.1tthful C"hri~ti::in helper 
\\ho could speak f<,r them ehcs? 

IH\ Blrn\h: I:'\ LI\ l:'\(,S'IO:\J \ hJ J,1111c W Jnck, Erlinl,urgh .111d I ondon, 1901. 

Often the ht ILlf) of 111 -. nn.uy \\or t \\rtll 11 .1round 11c fi urc of n lcadin • mi, mnar
1

• 

11rn, hook i, a , on I<.:\, mplc I ht: t 1.1111 p.npo e of ,he narr.11h 11, to appra1!.e the \\Ork of 

Dr Robert 1~1 \<,, \\ho \\,t a p1011c. r ll1Mron,tr) of the L 1\ing~tc n i\li .s1on in ~lnl:l\\i 

The \HIier \\.t not ,1 mi 1onan 111 C"en1r.il \frica, nor :i tr,1\e., r lfc \\.is .1 Scot \\ho \\as 

tnterc\led Ill the trm cb of the 'n ; s101 f)' explorer ", th~ rr h\ c, und their acti\ il,e'i. fhe 

h >l)k ton i I of hr,ton-..tl " khc .1bou1 the Lt, '1 • 10111.1 M 1,sion. \.s u \Hiter Jack had 

, llt.: to the lc11cr-; .111,I dOlLmcnt , both prh.11e and oft1c1 ... , uf the Mtsswn Comm11tee in 
Gia m, and L dmhurgh. 

11.! CJlcr~ for the Srnt ( hns11. r~ \\ho .idmrrcd Dr I hingstonc • .nd \\JJo \\ere touched both 

h\ hi-; report of tl'tc JJOor co.1J11tnns ,11n<>ng the people of Mala\\, - ,;Im c tr;iJe .ind ,, .. r 

r,ttd , PO\ Crt), 1l lness, disc .. ,c - ,ind b) the n ed for mi~ ton.tr) ,, ork. If t J lrtp11on of 

hical condu1on , 1J "·or11,1c1 \\Ith 1h1.: chit::t-. \\hen the n., o 1. 1 ... s • rrhi.:J 1 1111portam. 

Ile. 111.:mpts to 111,,>rm 11c Sd11, ( 1 n,1,~n 01 \\hat the.: I \ ,1 ,1011,1 :\!is ton\\, .tlrcad) 
Jo•• ·11 till f'..:ld In th,\\,) he.:,\ .. 11 d t.i 111 p.rc tl·1.:m. 

3 1 h1..'lh>ok \\. r .... , 1.:\\1.:J I>\ 1I t' ,Journ.11 of Hm.11 \1111m,polo
0

ical lnstilutc of Grc,11 
Hrllain m • •Jll, \ ol :\:XI\, l > l<JJ-102 • 

I 
'· ~ 

'l ·' . •· " 

• 
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I he \Hiter .!l~o f." cs : 
1
nt·, aL'l..0 ... .11 of the m1"1011.1n "ork of the DR( ,ii \her~ in ( Ille I 

( h1,11.:re\ countr). 1.,mkrt.ikcn u, l8x<i h) the Re.:, \ (' !\lurr.i: (pp l"'ll-17•1). l111 scne 

a ... a reminder that the Di~r· and the Sc01s nw.,ionaric~ h,1d close rnnt.ict dunrg th ... c.:arh 
)Car~. 

rhc hook 1clls of · f nc,111 hc.:lper .... p.1n1cularl) Zi.Ju,, "ho l..'amc to nclp "1th the nm, in,11) 

llnucrtakmg. '. .Jl .ig,iin. the,. and 1hc helper!. the m1s,ion.111e, tr, 111cd, do not spc.1k for 
1'1cm chc 

T) pica I c,f the pre-,c1cnt fie period, 1he \H;1cr h.1s u,cd \Hlltcn source, hu1 h.1, prm 1ded 
neither footno1es nor a b1hlio1,!raph). 

111(' hook is knm,n .ind has been fi..,tcd 111 rhc World 1li1Jliograpi•il':il Scrit•~ (R1::l'•~i••:-,, 1n 

.',lnl:mi b) the l 'nhcn,it) of \lal:mi.4 Quite a few \\liter ha,c rLferrcd 10 i1. ,·,;,c1.·: II) 
during the rcccnr :makening of church hi tonograph). 

[IF JARE~ I:'\ ~IIDIJE~ \FRIK' In f B \'lok, Cape To,,n. 191)1.5 

In English the lltlc \\ould be"[ le• C' • .irs in Ccnrral frica". 

I CB Vlok v.,1 one of AC \1 irr ') \ W•\l.111 kcr, lartcd mi !,;l(>n v.ork at \hcrn 
m 1889. 

He !.lud1cd at the \\ cllinl,!l<m M,,,.. 1,1,., 1 J111r.~. \t the urging 01 \ C '\l11rra), Ile JomeLI 

l11m as a m1 <ii naf) 111 spite of h, ... ·r , r1>mJ1Jcm. I le d1cLI n. lll3h ,1r1cr fort, )C~ir-, and 
more of mi sionaf) \\Ork. 

\ lc,k \Hiles :ihout the mi,-;1011 of the ~l.m ter-: ~111;sion.,ry Soc1c1.} 111 '.lal,1,q In South 

Afr,ca the Anglo-Boer ,,ar \\as -;till ragin • During 1hc v.,1r 1hc DR( \\,1 .1ccu cd, 
c,pec1.ill) b) Engli,h .111<1 Scot people, of hcing ho IIJe 10 1111 s1 'n .. l) \\Od •. ,, 

In the 1111roduc11011 tt.e Re, 
( \1urr: y puinb Ou! 1ha1 tlu.• houk \\:t \II ill en tu "J>rc.:,1d 

kncm ledge concerning the mis1,i0Jh 01 the DRC and to ur •e Jh men bcr, 1,1 upporr 

mis ;on,; \\1lh grc,ller fen our It \\,1, also ,I rcrmnclcr of Christ1,111~· r .,p, r,,'11' t\ 1m,.1nh 

the r.1. 11) people \\ho '-I 11 lhcd in d.1rknc,s lie c,!lled on 1he fl,IJcr, 111 pr.1) for tho t' \\ll, 

had been !.:t\cd through Jc u C l1ri<;1, 1hc ,e v.ho \\ere ~1111 111 J.trkncss ,o th.11 thn 1111 hr 

accept ll1m as S,1\1our. ,111d tht mi,,1on,mc, \\ho \\l.fc •1,,r., 1hc1r I· e 1,1 prc,tdt ( n,t 

4 Bocdcr: \\ oriel Bihliographical Serie~. \Jal.m 
" \n I ngl1,h ,Lr1111.1n of tl110., hook v..1 m .. d1.• for me h, Pn I \\ J ,.111 r \lc:-\\C n 191{8 

ti C: fhc oh,cn.it11rn of the.: Re.:, J d Pk ,1,, t:lftt,1r. nt I c Dl<t • 1h1. 1.11J ,t lhe hook. 
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I le a ked m~ mbcrs of the home ,·hun.:..hcc. to pr.i) for more labourer in the 1111 -,10'1 field. 
e,pc~wll) for \!ula,,i. 

I he .u11hor himsl If 'itutr.:s 11 at hi! ,, ro1c the book 10 shart his exp 'nl!ncc • , u m1 -,ion.in 
c:dicd h) God lo \1 ork i'l ,\1.11.mi 

I fe !st,lrts b) Jh 1ng ,tn , ccount of hem the ; ord c·tlk j f h1 to he : mi ion,,!) rn M,11 \\ 1 

hm\ the \\Ork \\,1, in,tiatcd :11 ~h.!r,1. :md l.1, !ran •·er t and \\Ork .11 f 1\k:7.1 ,ind ~khr ma. 

Vlok cl.iborme, on hm1 the DRC mi\s onarie~ o abo.i! fulfil11ng their c.11ling. I le recounts 

the dc\clopmcnt of the mis ional) \\Ork ir, al! 111c mi~sion station . including ou1po~t, and 
pa) s attention to the C\ an,:!1'li I , ) ou1h. printi1.g, cducathn 7 nnd indu'itries. 

TIJc dewiled de. cription i l>a,ed on his min cxpc, icncc ,111d ob cn,11ions. There is no 

C\ idcncc 1ha1 he U'ieJ 01hc, <>L.rces. I"hus, Vin' ·., per onal11;, and \ iC\\S of the mi'ls1on.tl) 
\\Ork in M, !,mi come thruugh. 

The bu 'k v.as \Hillen in \f'rikaans as c,1rl) as 1901. f ikc m.my others, i1 i 1101 kn<mn m 
.\bl,nd and therefore not used :1s r, ference by .\!alawian \Hitcrs. 

Some of the important details prm iJcd by Vlok include the in t 1.tt1011 that I ,\ lez1 
Mission S1.11ion ,,ac; started b., Sco1~ r1issionaric~ hu1 \\.tli later pu ~ cJ on 10 the DRC 
rm~ ion.8 

He mcn11uh th.It f1f!_ e,.i,1gcli,1 rccehcd fin.indal support from meric.1 anJ that reports 

of their \\Ork \\ere ~c.:nt to the donor . There \\ere al o e\Jngcli 1' l!pported by people in 
South \fiica. 

He c~,11 a:tcntion to th.! droppirig-0ut of some of the early Chri. tiaris. f.'rom the early 
) cars, the Re, Viol-..: noted the advance of I lam. sectarian churc' cs a1d nl-,o the Roman 

C.uholic Church. f le Ji cu ,es the contact of indibenou people ,dth some of the non­
committed Chri 11an "hites. 

f Ii d..!scription of the soci,11 nnd cultural life of the people i generally based on careful 

ob~ ... n a1ion anJ im cstigation. Ho\, e\ er. 1hcre arc inaccuracies. According to him the 

, ½:
1 

'rc.:n ,,ere main!) occupieu \\llh hunting. In addition to that lw point. out that people 

I. cd on!) by hunting and g,uhcring \\ ild fruit. 111:s b not cmir\!ly :rue. Although people 

7 - (t."JlP~u,: · fhe ,1or. 11I f duc,111011111 ~!.ila,\1, 11'"'"·194! 111 :\Jal:mi. Pa~t and l'nsl•nt, ed11cd h, \\ Sm11h Cl .1I. 

~ Ct. ~lurr,t): \thi,:i .,a \tis)oni ~•• IJR1 m'd1.iko l.1 :\1,1sa. p 4.'.!. 
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~t,11 huritcJ. h) \'1t,k·~ ti!T'c the~ :il,o hacJ g.trJcnc; 111 \\ hich they grC\\ m:.i1zc. pea, ~ncJ 01l~er q 
~·rop~. 

23 

S"metirne-, Vi<Jk cmplw,izc., ,,ne aspect \\hilc n-.!!IC(ting :.i110rhcr. I le ,Hite" :ibout th.: 

Bnti,h gm crnmcnt i11 c,rabli,hin,t.; X~ asabnJ ~, a coluny. ancJ the confronratic,ns of thl' 

Brit1,h ulfi.:i.tl, \\ tth the lol.'~d Jh.:ople on hut t:i.,. 111 Yer he make, no reference to the 

\bl:1\,i;in puruc1pa11h in 1111-,si,ln \\ork Although he docs name his tellm,-,,orker:- at 
I i, lez1 anJ I's'khuma. he ,)mit to rnl."ntion the indiger1l>u.., l:clpers. 

On tile \l bnle, 1hc impres~ion g.tineJ ut Vlok rs that of a spiri:ual man, gi\'cn to prayer, and 

relating :di rni,,ion \\ork to the Lord. I !is is the first comprehell!>J\"C record of the DRC' 
~liss1un and its c:irl) work. 

It ,1nuld ht.> uscfu! ii 11J,.., lillok ,,ere tr:rn,latcJ into EngJi:.,h and Chiche\\a. 

A THUL SA.\"D ,\lfLES I,\" THE IIEART OF AFRICA by J du Plessis, Edinburgh and 
London, 190.5. 

The Rev .I du Ple,!-b seneJ a~ Ger,er.il .\fis,i1m Sccn.:tary of the DRC ~!is,ion~,ry Work 

(ll103-l'IJ!J). In l
1
1lc, ht.> \\a., appoimed profes~or at the Theolugical Seminaf) of 

Stellt:nhti--ch. In lf/3() he \\JS remlJ\eJ frnni his chair ,tfter b.:ing tried for uncunfe-;siunal 

de,\~. 
11 

I le <lcJ:catcd him~clf to mi,sionary \1ork :ind \\rote ,e,eral hooks on the 

c,ang1.:lizatio11 of Afrk:1. um()ng them A Thou\and ~life, in the Heart of Africa ( 1<>0.5): 

G:1a1 dan hencn. Handlciding tot de studie dcr ,ending ( J<J()<lj; A hbtory or Chrhtian 

mi~siuns in South Africu (19!J); Thrice Through the Dark Continent during the )l':Jr, 

I 9 IJ-1916 ( ! <JI 7); The r,:, ungclisat ion or Pag.m Africa ( I \J2t> ). 

rhe \\riter' 1mentill11 \\a~ to intorrn pl'ople. c,ped.ill1 English Chri~ii .. n~. about the 

rnuitin\\urk done:: h) the l)J~Crn South .\tric:1, ·111e l)!{C,\:h accused 1Jfbei11g ncgame 

tcl\\ard!- mi~.,ion ,,ork, hL'l'au,t ... ih acthitie~ \\cre unknu\\n. I le \\ rite~ of thl.:! , igorou. 

flirc1g11 mission \\Ork of thl' Dl{C Jnd dr~m.s :tl!cntron lO it, J ·,ire ll cx1end "Chri,t". 

Kingdum among the und, iliLeJ in this colc>n) ,lllJ the hl':11hcn both ,d1l11n and \dth<1u1 the 
culon) ... " (p I~). 

l/ 

10 
! I 

CI. f-::111111kli\\a111:-r--,, . ..il,o ;\ C' \1urra: : l{ci jot·rn .. ti. repnrt Jul: - \J!,!ll\t, l~S J, 
J 2/ I IJl{C" J\r.:hhc,. c ape- I u,\n. 
CI. .I :-..i...cr.1Lh'IJ" l'olitks and Chn~1i:111in in \1!11.mi, IS7.:--1'>-rn. 
CI. f'r:L,m.,o;,• Die h\ clil'11ing ,an Jnltanne,·du Plc.,,i-;, ( IS63- 93" 1 
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Pro1 J dJ Pit.~ 1~ ba,c<l thi, book on his 0\\ n C\peri1.:nct ,in<l lh 1.: r · ,, i< ri,, a .1 tr,1\ ell er. 
I le personal!) inter. ie:\\cd 111i, ronal) friend~ and kept hi, mf1,r •ion 111 lcttt:r and 
journ~! \\ hile in Central \frica. 

\hhough he u cd and referred 10 \\fillen our~es, the- h I'·' h1 ,o.;~aph). :,.;C\Crthelcs~, 
since it i based on dol"Lmcnt f) c, 1dcncc, thi book con•. · ,s 11,t. t c •'nnm.:.-, of a sde111if1c 
ripproach to hi ,1>nogrnphj. 

111c book contain<; a ma of early h1 torical inforrrnuion on ;\ l.1la\\ i :111d :\'khon,a S) nod. 

Its gn:nt , alue lies in the <lec;cnption of the situ~uun in ,, hich the m:s ionarie~ found 

themsch e~ ::ind the problems they coped \\ i1h. Tfi .. 1 1 l as .t claimed by The Journal of 
Ho)al Cornmom,calth Sol'ict).12 

L \\\.S OF l.I\' l.\(;STO:\'I,\: A :\' \RR \TI\ E or ,\lf.S3I():\' \J{\ -.e, E:\"'H :m \ND 
\CIJl[\'E.\JEJ\T h) \\'PI h'in~,tonc, l.onclon, 19~1. 

The \Hiter \\::t ::in editor of the .\lonthl.) l<ccord, .1 church magazine of the Prcsb)tcrian 
C'hurch in Scotland.13 

He ,,as commi ioned by the Foreigr. ;\Ii ion Commi11ee of the United Free Church of 

Scotland to ,,rite thi hook commem rating the fift;cth unnhersal) of the Lh ing tonia 

l\fo,sion. founded m 1874. It locu.es on Dr Robert L,'1\\ • the m,m \\ho \\orked m ~fala,,i 
as a missionary for many )e::irs and in.pired many ~hurch members . 

... 
l i,mg tone U'>ed the 'Mitt· ' 1cumems of Dr L:m • lc11ers \\h1ch he recehed tram 

el. C\\ here, and his m, n le11cr~. For half a centul) ", 11 is said, "he hn rncthodically filed 

e, Cl) le11cr he has recch ed an<l a cop) of e, cry one he h•1 written, :md since he entered 

Africa has kept c,er) document bcarmg on the \\1 .k of the mission". J11e \Hiter rend o,er 
13 000 pag,•s of lt.!llers (le th:,n h: If of the 101. 1 l}ll:lntity). 

Since this is a bingrnphy the f.,cu i 1101 on the histof) of the Church. I Im, ever, some 

rdcrcnccs to the earl) beginnings of the Church arc 1mponant for th~ CCAP, uch as the 

dc,cription of the contact \\ hich Dr f_m s had ,dth the Joe.ti chief: in tho c earl) ) ears. 

I Pr all he did 111 ,\fol.1,, ·. Dr 1 .m ga\ e all honour 10 the Lord ,, ho "Cnt hrm. In the e 
p: !ics one meet a m1 ,;on. f) ,, ho lh c.!d up 10 h1 rchgiou beliefs. 

\ ol 3h (1 '' J.., .. I tJu5) p 31!. 
Joun I >n- l{uhu1 La"" of'I h i11~,1oni.1, p I~.,. 
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\ rl IE IIOF:\ IL\J{ \ ,, :\\ \ \L\ :'\ I> h) J \\ L llofnlC')r, S1 llcnlJ I ch, I'J21.l4 

fn I nglish the title \\c,uld be" \tttc Hofme)r of :'\)a aland". 

25 

l11L title of the book i~ elf-cxpl:.natol"): it j,; a biograph) of the Re\ \ L I lufmc) r, a 

rrnni ter uf the DRC \\ho \H1rk1:d in :\l:ihmi a a mi, ionaf) from 1901-JQJ<>. 1 he \Hiter. 

the nephC\\ of the Re\' i\tti1: I lofme)r, .ipparentl) med "-omc \Hillen <,ourccs to compile 
t
1
1is biograph), \\hich n.ttur~ll) i, more corH.erncd \\ith the m~n th. n ,,uh the church 

history of hi time. The l{c\ I lofmc)r e,cd a1 ,~rious mi ,ion station in i\lalmd. and 

\\ as im oh ed in educmion. the tran lation of the Bible, and al o helped in the \Hiting of 

books in C'hiche\\a. fie al o \Hate Ilct land langc; hct mccr. ,,hich means, '111c Land next 
10 the Lake". 

Of spedal intere"t in the hiogr:iph) arc the details of the complex interrelation hip 
bet,, een the .\1urra) . WU\\ :..nd flofme) r farm lie . mo. t of \\ horn \\ ere and are ~till 
imohed in DRCmi ion ,,ork, especial!) in ;\1ala,,i. 

11,c \Hiter paints a rather omb:-c picture of mi ,ionary \\ork in :\fakmi, because the book 

\\US ,,ri11en in 1921 ju,t .iftcr \\'arid \\' ... r I (1914-1918), \\h1ch al o atiected ~lalawi, a 

British Protectorntc. I le nntcs that not man) people \\ere ,dlhng to dedicate themsehc or 
gi.,,e financ•al upport 10 mission ,, ark. 

The stau..,tics g1,en of the ~fosion ChJrch in ~tala,,i (~khoma S}nod) (pp 147 ff) and the 

reference tu Islam a a problem in mi,sionary ad,ance (pp b2 ff) arc t) p1cal of the 
mi sion.tl) moti,e. As Islam ,,u, oppc ed to Chri wnit), the mis<ionarie ,,ere h. m;>ered 
m C\',111i;eh2111g people in the area \\lwrc thi rclig,on ,,as practiced IS 

'll1c book \\a writtc:-n to •1,c readers an insight into the experience of a mis ion.ii). II 
urge them to dedicate the 1 C

1

\'e tu ,mssional)' ,,ark througl, pr.t, rand self-g1\ing. ·111e 
lhcolog1cal .1--sumptiorii.: t)t ..... d of the C\.,ngclrc .. ls are ob\IOU : the I lol) Spirit, pn1)Cr, 
miss1onar:, nctivit) 111 the spreading of the \\'ord of God. 

E\ ,\ :'\'GEUS,\TIO,'\ OF PAGA:\' \ n<IC \ , HISTOI<Y OF CIIRI " J'I \:\' .\II SIONS ro 

TI IE PAG \\' 'IRIBI: Or C[~ 'IR \L \J'R fC,\ h~ J du Pk i, Cape TU\1n and 
Johannesburg. 1921) . 

Thi , olume con i,t of · lour i•o >k," ta.:h dr-,.c11-, ,ng a uifiercm ph:. e m the h1stol") of 

Chri w nit~ 111 Afn .1 It b. • ·, \\ 11 1 ,1 1•encr.: :.in 1.) of :h~ .\fncan wr:ti 1u11. 1t-, J>-.nplc , 

:mJ the c. :-1) h, IOI) <lf ti c ,m1111• of the: Europc:.ns .mJ their. ttemrt to e, ,m_'.t.li7c 1} e 

I~ I 11c I{'\ R \I Hr I P,1
\._ I I~ th.:- ·i tor :hi ,, .. ;~.1:.n "' ,kin J%Q, 

15 Cl B~1 ! .. !111. n· Colo~ii.11 [1angcli m. p,> .-. • ., 
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\[ nc.1 , The l:tJUntr,t: ,ouch 0
1 

• h~ c.:qu .. 1or rtc~l l\.c: !ht: mo t .. !lent cm I11c \HU er fcc:
1
, 

1h.H I lie """ m, <>I ( hri u .,n II) 1>_1 m on. "" hJ, hroJt!lll m 10 \t • ,;, • '«mtrollm, 

orle (p "'J ,lllJ that C Im 11.ir: t, c .. n return lo \ fnc.rn \\h;..1 t',\i' . .i:.1110n c;.in 1.1kt; .1\\-,), 
n.imt:h mor,i. bd :1\iour ,llld rcl1t:-1on. 

Hook I\ di,cu 1.:" the coming of Chri 11an11) to i · 1 \fnca and \ta;, "-1 1 d c 1.:J rn thh 

s ctiun. fhe p1oncenng J<>urne\, 01 Dr D.,\ ,d l r\ ing .. 1one and the com1r, 01 the 
l nh CNties \1,-;,,on<; to Cc111r: l \frica are ft alt \\Jlh m de1ail \luch nttentio1 1, paid to 

the J rL'e C'hurd1 of Scotl, nd :ind her acth nic in the c,1 tcrn rc
6

ion ot \lal:m i 111 pl.icc.:s 
:1aong the lake .,J,orc: Cape \lack .. r, Banc.J:me and LJ\mg,tonia. 

The Church of \cotl.md m1,,1ori:- (pp 2~(L~SQ) anJ the DRC mi ion (pp ~90-300) ~re 

con,1dercd a hclon._'111g to the \\Cstern rl.!£10n oc \fa! mi since the place \\here the) 

t,med mi,, 'on ,,ark \\ere not along the lake h, ·'-'· ·r 11e Church of Scotland (Bl..tnt)re 

~)nc•d) ii:. mentioned (pp 301-306), but not in the :-ame cow•-.1 a the l rec C'hur,h of 

Scotland (L1, ing,1onia S) nud) Ille civil admini 1r:11ion of rhe m:s 10n:mc uf Blant) re 

\ Ji ion, \\ h1ch mcludctl Oo..!gmg indigenou e\ ildoer~ ;..nd omet1me exec .. tmg !>entences 
uf capil;jJ puni,hment i 1ptnl) di cu,..,ed (p 303). The DRC (1'.'khoma S)nod) 1 

con :Jc red , CT) bricfl) (pp 30(1-31J8). The m1 ion field~ tarred h) the other DRC ) nod 

of South \fric.i • m "\onhcrn Rhude 1.1 (Z,m1b1.1) b) the Or, nge Free State S) noJ m lhQ9 

(p 3ns, and in Porrug.ic. e E.i,t \fric.i ( \1 12.1mb1quc) h) the 1 r,.m\ .ial S)nod • .ii > rcre,H~ 
.it1e111ion. 111 tnncal,) th1 1s 11npon .. m. b ... ~au,e the other DRC m, 1On, 111 Z,unbia a11d 
:\loz.1111'11qLc \\Cri.: inr1,..1ted or m~pired h) the mi,s;on::.rie, from \ !al.mi. 

\\ ritten m llJ:CJ, th, nook 1s a rmle,tonc in th Je,clrpment c,f the cientiflc appro:1ch to 
hi,toi-ic.11 \\ min '. Ille ,, rter u,e \\ mten ourcc anti make u e ot footnote~ to indica1e 

,ource and p.1,;c rd ere nee'-. Thi i~ \ l.!l) differenc from other \\ ming of the , .. me period 
,\J11ch onl) mt:m,un the o.1r1.:1.: ,, 11hout exact reference to p.ige~. 

The hook 1 \\ di knO\\ n ,inti nn,ch referred to. Jt j., a gooJ example of church h1,torical ,riung. 

·1111: l<0\1 \:\ CI: 01 Bl..,\:\ n I L hJ the Re, Ale:xandcr Hcr hcn1ick. London, J9~0. 

Dr \lc:\:ander l k1hern1ck \\a, :1 mio;siona1: of the Church ors~ >tl .. nd m \I I.mi lrom 1i,:s3 

to Jl)~o. lfc \\:1, d1.1irm~n of tht.' ChkhC\\,, Bible T;-an l:rnon Bo~rd in l'-'OO. I Ie ~tl o 

,en ~d as a '-Cnior ,md unolficial member of the :\),I abnd L.egi,l.1t1, e Council from I l)0~ 
10 1913 ,tnd ll>:: tu l'J:- I 1; p 

l:111°11 •~e •• 1 ,1a1111.t1 111' lhc \_,a11j:1 J.:111gu.1gl'. and a trc~tt,e on f hc Gospel nnd lhl 
\Ir k an. 
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·n1i, book i, a cump1l: tlon of kdufC udi\.',CU :v o;•:inil) :-tud.nh at S.uai,h L'r,hersiue 

:ind \\J, :..imed at prm1Jmg the :,tudent, \\;th 111fo,m ... 11on about :he I31 .. tnt)re ,\!i,:,,On in 

South.in :-.1,1! .. mi and hcl\\ 11 \\a, foJnd~d. 10 The focu, i~ on the in1tiathc of Dr D ... \'id 

I \ ;1 !'-;t<,n::-, urgin; h1 countf) men ro do m::,,ion \\ ork and e,t:...11lish a :u!onial -~·alem('nt 

amonr the people of \lal:rnj
17

. It\\.,. h0p.:<1 th~H ,dme ofth.! "•-u-nts might them.:.ehe~ 
fr.I ca!Jed to thi c:,.i~e of t!.e Church of Scotland. 

\1uch ,(:c._1br h,stc,10 is \\men together \,·:h chun:11 hi-.io1y in thc.: c lect ... rc.:~. :-.11,::.ionan 

\ ork i scen :., ::in attempt to ch i!i,:e a pcur'-· I Ieu1ern:ck poinh out the role of the 

mi:-sionarics in thv foumling uf the churc.1 n a co~ntry v. h1ch 1,1nbll,:, did not have a 

(European) go\crnmem, rail\, ,:,, medi,..al c .. rc. cJuca:ion and the like. A t:,pical Uriti~h 
1deologk:1I and th.ological \\OrlJ ,iL',1• c,.n be s.:n~ed! lS 

rhe b,t rhapter of thi, b,)ok rt!fer::. to the I >RC :-.1i,s1on and lhC' esrabli,hment of the 

Church of Central \irica Presb) teria.n S) n0d, 19.2-L The DR( ~lission onl) Joined the 
CCAI' 111 !C/.2t,, \\ht:n f31ant;re S)nod '"' cdebr,.1tin=- its Jubilee. 

The \\ri1er dues not mention the du .. ·ur.11:nt-. he uq_J, The rJoJ.. is fam;Ji ..... to mode n 

\Hi1en. al tho 1gh not \ ery \qJd) refe ·r d t\> or quoted trom and :~ Ii ted in the 
llibliogrnph) of Rcli"inn in ~Jal:rn i. 

OSS :'\\ \" \ AKKI:R b., \ C' ,\lun-,t.', S!l•llcnbosch, 1931 19. 

1n Engli h the title ,, oi.. d be 'Our Fidd Xj asa". 

The \\ rircr Sl'h out to i;h e an lti,tuqcal ~ ~count of the rni::-,ion ,, ori. of the ORC from \\ Pt'n 

i, \\J, fir-t bci• 0 con-,itl.!rL'd in South .-\frka up to the Cl>tabli5hrnent of the DRC fi, .. ,on in 

X)asal .. 111d. According to him. mis,ion ,,ork i~ 1.faec111 re!Jt ·J 10 re\h,di m. He relate:- the 

re\1,::.I ot IS60 ~.nd 188➔-1S8o in Sut1th Africa tu the mi-.::.ioP \\ nk undcrt .. 1ken b:, the DRC 

:md ,ee 11 a~ a recon.1 of the ,1 onderful deed-, ,, h1ch the Lord ha.., done. Alt along he 

e>.:pound~ the l31blic;il ..11d 1heolog1c· I re~ rin, f1>r mh-.io:1,1T) \\CJfk. I Je :icdaims rhe 
gre:1111c. of God m ~ill m:ssionn!} ;ic1h lire,. 

Follo,dng on a background tles.::ripuon nf tht: b_•,;mnin,;, ar .\1-. l:'r:1 umi! ihe 6t,1bli,hmcrt 

and cxten-.ion of ,h~ \\Od: in 1930, n 1i·_!OT) of the ~J;s,1011 1::, ghen. Problems ~nd 

succ.e"i.!' a \\ell a, dnelopmcnn; th. t 10 11,. 11• .. i..~ me pnintcJ '.J.:! The \\filer ... h,1 ~hm,~ 

( I. A C Rl -~ l~irigins nnd dc,clopmcnt of the l hurch of ~rotlanu ;\Ii,sion. 
Bl:1111_, ~. ~.,:1~.tl.wd, l~i:--1<>2,,) l :-:publ. h~d In I>. tr ,,. Edinh .. r~h. 196$. 
( t. :'-.kCr.1.:l,.cn: op tH, pp 157 fr. 
C• \kC'r:..u.en (ip. c1:. rp 1-311. 

\~ Fn • 1,h 1 n :,0 <
1l t1 j.., '111l- hi.,.hl"~h·ir.=- the m.1111 p nh. \\ .. , rn~d • f rm~ b) Pruf \\ J , .. r o_r \: r\\l' in Hs . 
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111~1<11: 10 :he \n-=- ,-Bu r ,, .ir. \\ hi..h c., , :.>J proh' .. n , n n ,,, m ,, < n. 

I llc: a.:coum ,, al,o : q,, <l m a thco,oc t·~ J c n,e uf 

r1:cP"fl ,..:d n 11e ~uur,t. t i \101'} B .. t the.: \Hiter kc .. 
1

, 
I le p r ; J 

n ,,1t , .... B-,c.iu,e of the t. rl} 1.: , mt .. t,un h 1,,<-.. 1, 1c DR('" \Ii ,1< n. d t 

\ ! , >n. I \\ J, p "" hie ,o , oa '""" ,he uni,_, of I ;e ( h ur, h of ''cm r . .J ~r n c., P c ,h., ,.. Jn 

\me ng 1r.e ma,., of hi,toncal m: erial. ne tell of the \\ omen\ \ ,o 1~1 o f I r.rn, .i 
,, h1 h s;ippurt:.>d the Re, AG :\l um.:- m ,anmg r.ii,<011" rk rn \fozambiqu 

! he hook i, '""' en , n . \fr .ban,. . \, u eh ii is on!.> qum ed h) Sou, h . \ triean ,rho,"" h 
ha, no bib!o 0 •ophJ. The ou1ho, s,e, maienc1 •hkh he h1m,elf """e ,, :, pioneer 
m,-~ion,.tr} and relies on h1 memory. 

LOl IS .\!l RR\\' · UI E U :EL'E! Uil'!' h.> J II' L l Mme, r. " " " ' !Om n . • 1e!lcnho,, h. Blucmfonll'in l l 'nd::;t cd 120 

The hook, "riuen in Afr b.ln, h.> 1he RC\ ! formeJc. In Engh,h I e 1>.le" •u!.I he ! o ,, 
\ 1,1rr:n the lionhean". 

J: i, a b iogr:, ph, ro! , lei eh 01 1 ne R ,, l.01:1, ~! u rr ·I\ "ho ",, a "'" '" nor, of I I e I) R ( m 

.\ !ab" i a 1 .\ !ale mbo from I <>07 10 ! 9 25. !I e "a, one ot the mJi n p, 11", du r ne 1hc s«und 
phase of the DRC mi ionar:, ent"rpnse in :\fal::l\\i. 

The m,n of the \\n,cr ""' 10 in,pi.e ITLvionar, ze. I am >n.;,t 1hc Jo.:h Th I Lout 
\!,1rra! i, pre en:ed ,1, .t hc.'nJ \\ llh ,,horn the: could idenufy. 

l It;, book t< nw , ,eien1iti,· m·ord. Hm,c«r. the 'I rite, nienuo, t ., ;he Re, 

\\ H ~ ! u rrai. \\ hi/ e ·,, u,k:ng in ~!ob" i. ord:, incd the fi '" lbia" ia n m m t c r o! -~ k ttJ'lla 
S)nod. rhe Re\ Andrr!:i S~mkumba on .S :--0\embcr. 19.25, at \f.1lemho (p 63). In, \\,1<. 

indeed :.n import nt t\ en; in the rhurch hi-.to0 of the mdigenou, people. 

DO:\ \LU FR-\S[ R OF U\'f.\GSTO:\'l \ b~ ,\!!nc, H frn~cr. I ondon, l'>J,I . 

. \tt..:r the ue,l'h of the t nc.:r.;~ tic ,piritual leader. Dr Don.lid f r,.!--:r. m A \ .'-. 1 1e 

Church of S orl,1 J ,1 krd hi, \q;\: A.-,n,', R Fr:1-er to \\nt .. h, n Olr. pl\ ln • , \\, \ .m 
lllhl::l'ld r,d n11 <on .. r. \\a, t(l be rememb-.r,'d. 

~u .\n Ln_•G -,-:-mm.tr:, \\ .... m. (.,,;! : )f n ~ h: ! .. R,._\ R \ ! Or LL J ( '· 
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\ 'lll, I il,lr \\~1' :, mcdk:.I <h>Llor \\hu h.1d \\Orkcd :don •~rJc h:r hu,ba11d. She 11.1 al,,, 
\\nttu1 .t hook 111k.t1 T1.,1ching I lt'allhcr,1ft 10 \frfran \\'omen. 

I lie btlPk rd:11c., tht: lrft of rJom,ld 1·r.1,er Imm his birth 1u t 11c end of hi, hte.2 I While a 

'-IL,{ e111 he hcc,1111l' one of rhe pioneer of the ~·1ucknt~ ''o'un11,;cr ,\fhsion:u) l 'nion :ind 

\\.t, .,ppo '!tell ih I a,clling '-ecrc1ar:. I le scr\'eJ a<; ,\fodcratnr of tl1c l'nited Free Church 

nf Scot I ind from ]{1~,2 10 l iJ2J. In J<l.'!5 he,, :.i~ rec-ailed to Scn!la11d t, i he one 11f ib r-urc1gn 
i\l1,S:t1r Secretaries. 

SnLJrc\", t.~ed arc IllH tab lateJ in .1 hihliography. T1t.· ,,rita dcpcnd, mostly on 

"mu11oric1;" ilnd quo1cs from Dr Donald Fr:1,er·s "lc1tcrs :1nu reminhc n~·cs". She al o 

: Limits to ha,mg h.:11 tJUl ''m: I'} f,,ci-.. :ind numer1Hh fncmb" to :tllow ,pat"e for the k,;s 

fam1lr,1r talc- 01 the )t::irs 1ht'_\ ,p..;nt in Afrka. ~.;o church rccurJs :ire usec The bunk :s 
1-:w,, 11 ~lllcl u l!d a\ reft.:rl!nce by :-orne ,\f.il:m ian writl'r...,, 

l{OBI: l<T l..,\\\ S OF U\'1;-,.;csTo;\'I,\ hy .J:1111c..; John , ton, L< ndon, Gla,g1m, Edinburgh, 
l !JJ.5. 

rJ1is second b,>ok on Dr l:iws' life \'.a, written nftcr his death on August fi, 193-t. Dr l. :m·_..,' 

c.J ... :1th ,md th m •nes tt,ld ahou t him at hi..., funeral mm ed Jo/111,()[1 w \\ rite the book. I fe 
·tl1-iu ,,anted tr, si.pply information tu future rni.sio11.ir1es. 

I l•e "mer dne, not iJcm1!) the source from \\hitl1 h,e gained hi, inf<Jrmation. 

Rckrcncc 1 111.11.h! to 1he hook by other \\fiters. Ii j..., irnpnrt~nt for the history of Nkhoma 

5) nod bt.:caw,c of its rcfcrcncc:, to Dr Lms' P1i ... ~io11af) co!kague.,. But once again no 

1c1111un i, m:,Jc of the part pl: ycJ by the h,figl·nou<i people \\ho helped Dr l~t\\/i in his 

mi,,1011 ,,ork. '-'othing 1c; said of how he ex1,cric11c\ .. d the help renden·d by the ind1benr,us 

peop!.: ,,bile !11,; ,,.1s r ,mpil111g :i C'11id1e\,:1 dictionar:· :rnJ tr:11Jsl:11ing the llihle (New 
l'c,t,tml'nt) i11111 ('ltkhcw,, or Turn bub. Nor c:, en lltcir names are given. 

01' I' \I) h.) \\ ill iarn :\fur ray, C:t )}l' Tm1n, 1940.22 

111 I 
0

Pflis!J the ritk ,,01tld he: ''On th..' way". 

Dr \\'1llbm i\lurrn:, :1 mis:,io11an 111 :--.lal:mi from l,'(J~ to JlJ37, \Hnte 1hi houk .it the 

r.:qJcq nf hi, colleagues ,ind other::.. ·r hc aim\\,!~ to kl\e a rcL·urd of c:.irl) mi~,ionar: 
\\or). 1n 1\1:il:m I f•l)n1 lb illl'l'pt,on in ISS11. 

2 l Gkl nfrtml the IJktion.,n of ~:.tional BrbliPgraphy, 193 J. l ()4(), 
..,") f'he Rcminbcenccs of thi:: P1oneL·r Y c:.ir:-. h, a rlirmer .\ f t\sion:,rv i 11 0\ ,tsabnd · 

, \ n FnL!Ji ... h st mm:1n of this btJ()k 1,.1s r.1adc ·ror mc bv l'rof \\' J ,~n Jer ·.\krne m j .,~ • ~ • • 

I 
I 
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l 1\J .. 1: \\,1, th ... t1r,1 • ..,, nn !-.l,111< n he\\.,, ,1.:11: Ill, lktorl: '<tll_!!. h1h\1,;\t1. t· ,,. , l, !lc,J tr, 

'a"e tht.: pl .. tc uf :h~ f{c\ \ < 11.lurr.,•, ,11 \her,t, l•..:c,1u,c the~ iuneL":r 1111,, 1i•1. ) \\.1, \Cr\ 
ill. 

I le p,c, JJ1,1m t:i-:ual dt•taJI, ol hi., \\11rk :,nwn!! the pclJpk. I k rel!, CJ! 11;, c1w1•Jlllcr \\11
1
1 

, ,1\c r.i t i.;r,: 1d the prod:1rn:.t1011 11f N)a,.!land a~ .i Bntbh l'rnrt:clc•rate \\lll'n he \\;1, a 
1

(i-bct,H n fur { h1 ... 1 l h\ ere\\ ith r he.:! l3rit1sh );m anmcnt. 

I he dc\t.:I01>mt·nr 1,f rnr...,1011 ,,ork at ~her~i is Jei-1.:rib~J. ,is ,,ell r •• tr11., ,•wbkrr., 

C;l1Cou111erccl. ,uc/1 ~J'i the problem of ~h,.1lni (the pobon cup). Ir i~ inter .. •,t111
6 

•c '1 'te 

rh.1• tlw fir,1 <'hri.,ti:in, JedJed in ta, nur of total ,t!Hinenct', h ·n wda) tot.ti .ih.;'lt", · 
1 .. n ot11~ia1 iule tor mt>r1bers of l\'Jd1llma S)Il{)d. 

I le :il~ci mcnriom, tlk· r.ict th.it the e,:1116cl1s1~ who \\l'llt Ollt llJ c,:ingclizc fur .i fortnight rt! 

a time. c1ftc11 111 pair,, hac.J Ill ~ubmit \\f"Jlten reports of their v.ork. This \,a, ·1 ,er:, 

importalH 111Hlert:iki11g h\ the indigenou~ peopll'. The prnhlcm 1. tilar 1JlJthi11g 1.., knt1wn 
.ibou1 tht:"C- report,. 1 b, e tlley been dt.:,tro)cd'? 

I le :tlso tell, of th1.: transl;.tion of the Bib:e i1110 Cliich1..'\,:1 (pre, iou,1) c,dlcd Chinyanp
1

. In 

J
1

J(l() th: Lhin!,!:,(o"i:1 ~1issIOn. Blanl)ft.:: ~lission, the DRC ,\11~sio11 and the Z:1mbezi 

lliUll!-trial ,\li!->,iu11 Jedtled at F111 t J11h1h10ll (;,.:cm ~langochi) tu transbte the f3ihle into 

Ch1che,\a, fr\ signilk:rn1 tilar i\1urray me111ion a list nt B1lilil::d term" \\il1d1 ,,:.i. drar,n 

up lt> ,en 1: a, gui(klinc, tor the tr.111slawr~. The Gu!ipcl ul r--1:lttli..::,, \\W, tr~n,lJte,J hy rhe 

Re\ .-\ C !\lurra) :.111d Dr A I kthcrnick. William Mum1) gi, cs a systcmatk accmnH of h(m 

the translation of tli1..• Bible prllgre!-.5ed umil he \\as 1..'allcd a" fllll-time tran~l::11or. flt: 

\\orkt'd Imm 1<11.'i to 1
1
118 on Ka,u r-.rou11ta111. The 1..·ornplctc Bible ,,:is finally published in 

JIJ~3. ,\lurra} l:.111Js the foet rh,,t tbe different mi~sions \\Orkcd so clo:-ely together i11 
rran,la1111c th<.' Bihl('. 

Ilic \Hller d,,e-; not 111e11til)11 the ,ourcc, frum "hich lie drc\\ the t.ict:- for hh hch>k. A:-. one 

uf the earl) p:<Jrll'cr 1111s,1<,11:iril-~ to .\fal:iwi, it is quit(' pus:-ihle ihat h:: u,ed hi, journab or 

thcjournab of AC' \Ju1r:t) for his .'lUf\C). Since he hat! bec.:n !,Cning in ;\l:d,mi for a long 
llnw. he lwd the advantagt· ot hl'ing abk to u ... e previous rt•cord.,. 

1'111s hl)uk r,µain rc\cal, the theological cnnceptHHt~ typic:il of th,· Dl{r. ;\Jissio11:1r: \\orh: 

i ... Clln'iid1..•rc d a, an ,Jd C1f God. Rde1cnce, lo Bihlk:d tcxh a 1)oun<.l a~ an i11Jic:1tion oi thl' 
auth1 ,rit~ nf the B1hle. 

\\ illi:,m ,\l1irra) IHH,.s 111 :1 lkt.ulcd tactual a.id ").le111;1rit· ,,.t). J le elnhonire ... ,m th<.' sbw 

tr:iJc and hi~ ~lltcmpts 10 rl.'s~·ue ,ome of r11t .. ' peopk ,o'J to :-,l:J\er, h the local chief .... It 
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,h •w, 1!1; the co11pcr:ttu1 .~. t· the lot:.tl pcorlt: a11d th:tt th1.:) t1t1-,tcd him. I le ll'pnrt~ that 

a1 tin es th(." li\'c~ (lf the 111i,,;ionarics ,, 1.:rc tlm·atcned. 'I ypk.tl of thl' l)l{C 111i,i;1un::iric~ he 

,,a, tCUlllC'r:·1:all) minded, visiti11~ nthcr rni~sion,, well as the ,\!or:,\ian ~ti,~ion and 

S-.otti~h :-.Ii~ i1111., Ill learn from them. \tal:l\\i:.n Christia-1, l-t1II r.:memhcr liim a, "A :-.1,,1i 

\l.1m ... '. I kl 1d rot n .. gard h'm 1-:li' .. , 11c111..r th.tn th,;; pi.:oplc amc,11!' \', ho•n Ii,· \\or ke<.l. 

In 11,c: Ima t1\~ 1.·
1
1:iprer~ Ile cunct ntratc on tlHhC l!\l.'llh \\hkh a11: csst.:mi.tl to an 

r.dc randing l)J th1,; h, tor: , nu tll ..... olPJ :• ul ti :. i11dig1...nou-. drnrd1. 0,1c mu:-t understand 

th' 'illU.ition m ,, hich the tri~sionarie-. foLnd thcm~cl,cs. l h1...) \\ere :tl\\a:,. id •ntificd ,dth 

1
1 
c, olC111ist,;. !n .i M:n,e, this b11t!l hclpL ll ..tlld hindered tli1:111. They ,,ere n.i:ur:tlly forced 

l(l lie the 1~,cr1111..lliarics bet\\ L ,·n the mo ,troni; pO\\Cr~ - the d1kl\ i11 \\ ho c areas thl'y 

rc,itk.d .ind the lolnni:1l bo',l'Tllf111.'llt i11 1'11u,t' co1111t1) till.''., h.id C!)J11C ll> prc,,ch. \Vhcn 
1'1c) ,llkd ,dth the n>lor1i,t:,; ap imt the ch1d\ 11 lcJ I > tiot,hlc. 

\\ i!!i,im ~lurra) pla~-:d ,lll t111port,111l r(lle i11 the fnrmallllll of till! Chu1~h of Centr.tl Africa 

I'• ·,b\ t~ ~iar1
• Strnngely cnouuh, nu mention i, madt.: of this. I fc mention~ that the first 

\l,tl,J\\ 1.i :, •111',tcrs of the I JRC \\NI.' tile Re\.~ ;\1a111011 Kat:i11ge,a and i\11drcya 

1\.irnkun1h,1, l1ut the de,l'lopment llf the tr:i111i11g oi lot"al miniqcr, is nut gi\'en enough 
atll·ntio11. 

'l'h1: hook i, ri.11 knm\11 hy i\bl.m::1ns s111u.~ it is writtc11 in Af1ikaa11,, hut South Afrkan 
,, mer:-; know and rdL'r to it. 

O!l the\\ hole this hook ,·ari l)c a grt.:at help t•J the hi rorical i1.,c~1ig,1tio11, i11t11 the hist,,!}. 

of :'\'kllllma S)nn l It \\llllld he \HJrth\\ l1ilc 1f the b11ok ,,ere made :t\'ailabl,• in Fnglish :mu 
l hicl1c\, :1. 

RONeL \ l:RTEL ,\;OC ~IEEU \ \N NI\"~ \I \~J> h) ~Ii,, f>il•tjh: ck lkt•1·, Stclknhosl'h, 
1'>..J7.2-' 

The title can he 1r:msl:i1t:d as "l{oncl tl'II~ more ,tlH,.1; ''<')asaland'' 

l'IH~ ho,.ik \la~ published and di,tril1utcd in 1 11➔7 hy 'Pre Chri,tcn Studcntc\C.:r1.·nigi11g ,·.111 

S.tid-Afrik:t" tStudl.'.nl 'Christian ,•\~s•Wra:ion 11f South Africa) i11 S•(,.·11 •11f,n.,d1. 

It ,~:JI, Iiic ~C'n111d houk 011 t\!al:m i by thc ~:1n11.: aurl,or. l h:r tir,t bouk \'.;15 Rn11el, 'n \'SB­

·•c1 kslN in 011, ~ia,,a-srndingH·ld tl{,incl, :1 \\'i\1,\ \\nrker 111 our ;'\)asal,t11d missinn 

",. ·1 i 1.• "\'r,•uc Si.:nd111rli1intl'' (\'Sli) \,a~ a [)J{~' \Ht· .• ~ ,ocict) 11hich pro111utcd :•nd 

'~ i1n-;;;-;i11i~11, bl111!,. ,.,~fl' 1rar,l:i1cd l11r me frP"l 1\fnl,, :111, 111111 l:ngli,h h_. 
ti. l I' :,.1 Hrit, 111 l ll~l/. 
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\Ji-, de Iker \Hotc th1 book during her r<. ti cmcnt ,,i:h the p,irpo c of encouraging Dl~( 
,:.outh to become 1111 sio'l.tf) ,,orkas. 

Di, tn h,11:on of I he hook .011011 "'" m hm of I he \' · R 1 \\ omc n ·, \Ii "iona n ,\, o, 1.11 ion) 
and< S\' (Studc.:nt,' Christi. 11 \..sod.1t1011J i-.. encour,1g1.:d rn th: pr1..face. 

The significance of the hook i<; th,11 it g,,e._ an ncco .. nt of , 1i-\sinn: r') \\ork f,y \\omen 
amc,n[•,t ;\1.tl:l\\ian \\omen: 1Hl chih.lrrn in th<.' field of cd.1cat1on ,md l1c:.llh u1re. 

rhcrc are rcOect1on,; on 1he co,1111ry, m f,1u11.a and tlor:i, the indzgc.:nouc; people and their 

culture and mu.tis. IJr \\' I I :-.1um1) \ 1r:in l.itw'l of the Bible into Chichc\,a (the other 
1r.111,;Ja1ors: re 1101 1111.!lllioncd) "hich he tomplcted in l CJ2:? is also reflected upon (p 2ofl). 

J"hc mr-;sion ,,ork nt the l{oman C.,tholic Church and that of the DR< in :-. 1oza111bique as 
\\ell a 1hc \\;1,:. in \d11ch the DRC ,,.:s 1ll-1reuted 1, mentioned (pp ::!off). 

I 1,c hook is " ri II eo in a rom:un k 'I) le. It hclongs 10 the second pha e of m, """"'l' 
enterprise \\hen e,cl)1liing, 111cluding the ,·01rntry, ,,a, much more dc,clopcd. 

\ CRO\\f:Hl:\GS \'If< ( 'fll(bT{ '~: die lc,1(' , a n dr \\' II :\lun·a) , an :\Jasalnnd h) I>,· ,\J 
' \' l'cticl', ~ ll'lll1rth11sd1, J9-, ,;::4_ 

In I ·nglish the t11le \\ ou!J he.: "V,ct<iiies for Clin 1". 

I he book \\'15 1Hi11en .ifrcr rhc dc,llh of Dr\\' I I i\ Jurr:1y, 1,1c 1111 sionary in ,\ fal:mi, \\ho 
\\ orkcd there from J sr14 10 J l/37. 

\ II hu1 chapter one ,,as 1r,111,l.11cd from Afrikaans into 1.n51i!lli to inform Fnglish readers 

.-ibout the great rnis,ion \\c1rk done by 1hc DI< <' in Nj:1sal:rnd ( i\ lahl\\i). The title of the 
l ·1gll',h cd: io'l. \\h1ch \\a~ publi~hcd in 1958, i, \\ illiam lfcnr., .\l 11rra) of N) :is:dnnd. It 

\\HS tr.11•,i.11cd by ;\ f l J le l~oux :ind.\ ' !\ I Ohcrhol t"r-le Roux .• nd h:ts been included in 

the 'itme) r,f book in this thcsk The Tl': un \\hy c 1:ipter one is not tran l:ued i, not t,,ted. 

C h,iptcr .inc gh e, a ,h,, t hi~rork:il ~un t) 01 the DR( mi, io11 \\ork in Snuthern . \ frica 

lrom !c,,: \\h.:n .1.m ,:m l<icbc.:cck c.: • ,blhh .. d a '-1.lllemcnt, up to about J<>-:". Spec1:1I 

-., . _ .. 

.. 
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rl'tcrl'ncc is rn:idc tu ~lal:mi, cmbr.icing the earl) pionc~·ring pln,e of mir,~ion~tl} \\Ork (pp 
20 rn. 

·n1is historical sun~·y in ch.ijJtcr ,,ne folio\\~ the pattern uf u hook by Prof J du Plessis, ,~ 
llisto1) of Christian ~1issionc;-:'I in \\hich he tdb of lht.: l..'arly a11cmph at 111i,sion:1ry wurk 

among th\.' I fottcmots hy the Du:d1 colonisb and the I\!ora\ ian 111issio11;1ry (;L'org SchmiJt 
from l 737 (pp 15 f(). as \\L'II us mi ,innarj \' urk in !\t:.1:.m'i. 

NA N, ASSALAi\'I) \l,UR ,'\IE ;\JET DIE OSSE\\'A b) the Re, A F Lmm, Cape To\\n, 
Somerset \\'est, I 9-'S. 26 

Tht.: title coulJ ht.: translated int, 1~nglish :i.,: "fo Nyu~alanJ, but 1101 by O\ wagun." 

The \\riti.!r, the Rev Ar Louw (Sr) \\as a DRC minister in Stdlt>nhosch and was also the 

secretary of the Foreign ~fi•,.,ion Commission of th<.: DRC in South Africa. C.tpt.: Synod. 

Although he \\as 111,t ..i mission:11) he was inkrcst<.:d in publishing a book Jbout the 

missiou.iry work done by the chu;ch of which he was secretary. I Jc used the information 

gained from le11ers \
1

'ritt!.!n l>y mis,ionary travdlers from South Africa who visiteJ Malawi, 
whidi \\We published in the journal Uic Kerkhude in 1947 and 194~. 

i\!uch of the contents It'll ahn~t the travdkrs' aJvcr11ures. They expected tu tra\'cl to and 

in ~falawi by \\agon as in the olJt'n days but found that things h~1d changed. The country 

h:iJ dt•velnpt'd i>L') 1md recognnion, The m:.:.chila \1 hich were used in the olden day., for 
carf)ing Europc:t11' in placc:-. with()ut roads were 110 longer U'.-1<.:d (p 15). 

Although this i, not a historical record, there an; some historical refercni:cs. Two accounts 

of the life ~111J work of Dr Willia111 I I J\furray, who <lied in J\la), 1947. :ire included, one by 

the Rev J n Olivier (pp 77-n). th<.: other by the Rc\' J ;\ Rctil'f (pp 79 t). These accounts 
arl.! in tht• for111 of culogil.!s. 

1 he hook belongs to a third phase of mis-,ionary cnrcrpri~!.! starting after World War 1 
( l 9 I 9) up 10 the pcnoJ afrcr World War II ( 1948). 

.25 
_2( I Cf. Du Pk,;,i,; A hi,;tor:' ofChrbri:111 i\lis,ion, in South Africa, chapters 1-VIT . 

An Lnflish ,ummar: \1:is m:1dc fnr me b) the Re\' H ~1 Britz in l()~q. 
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:\ IBll{I \'A ;\11$ \0'\! \'A IH< C:\t \J'l> Zf K<> I.A ~\'\s~ h) \\ ill ium 11 .\lu rrn) ,, 1...homa, 
19-'S. 

In Lnglish the title \\Ould he" rJ1e hi-;tol) of the I>l<C :-.:, ,ion in :'\y:i .. aland". 

Thie; is the frr t book lk:tling \\ ith the hi,tol) of the !.)RC r-.fo ion to ht \Hit ten in 

CMcl1e\\a. It is a collection of :,rticles puhli-.h ... d in the church 111ag,11ine Kt111 11 i'.,1 formerly 

c:.illcJ :\ I1he111,!:1. l"he) \\WC \Hittcn by !Jr \\I 11 !\!urray hcl\\ecn the )Car 1935 to J()J<I. 

They\\ ere collel·teJ nnd cd11cu (\\ ith minor additilw ) to de cribe the period ISS!J. l'J4S. 

·111e anc1n: mou l:Omp:lcr of the h<lok doc., nor gh c :tn) rcac;on,;, for compiling the :miclcs. 

But on rc:1ding the forc\\ord ,md the frn.t ch.iptcr, one gain!l the imprc ,ion that Dr \V II 

,\ lurra)'s death iP 19-17 might h:l\c been ,1n 111ccnthc. Ilic f11rC\\ord gives an .1ccou11t of 

the \\1>rk th.it \\' 11 ~lurray and l11-; LJncle AC t-. Ju.-r,t), rhc pioneer mbsionary of thl! I>RC, 

did 111 Mahmi over :1 period of frfty )cars. I he compiler explains \\hy the IJRC began its 
mis!-.ion \\Ork in t\ 1,tl:mi, hem It "-la rtul in !\hera and \\hy it grew o c~tcnsively. 

The hook contains nnme, of aln1 os1 ,ill the import,lllt figure , including names of 
!\lal:mian . 

I he hook is writt1.:n m c h1d1e\\,1 :mcl a" ,uch is not kn0\\11 by crirical rcvie\\Cr<;, It h, not 

referred to hy f11,;:orrans •n !\ lal,l\\i and i. not ltsted rn the t:ihliograph) of Religion in 

:\Ial:mi . I 1(1\\C\1.:1, tlm book 1 \Cl) import,lllt for the his!ol'} of the 'khonw S)nod, since 
it has been writtt.'11 for Mal:l\\ ians. 

K\\' \\'Ef<\: .\mm,\',\ \11~\0:\'I \'\ f)l l'J'( 11 IU r o1-t \l J: I) l'lll ' l{Cll ,\l';\'Ol{'J'lf f: I{:'\' 

RIJ<>l>ESIA hy I>r .J r\l Crorrj(I, Fon • .J a 111t.''i1111 ( 
0

0\1 Ch ip,11 :i, Z:imhia), 195..!. 

In rnglr,;h the 1;t1c ,f thi book \\ ,iuld be "I ighr: /\ lw,tory nf the I JIH l\!i,sio11 in Northern 
l~hodc ia". "Kwayera" ha a hiblic,11 meaning t,1ken from ( ,en. I :J :-

'And c;od said, "Let 1hcre he lighr", and there \,as light.' 

The\\ r11er. Dr J :\I Crnnjc, a l)J~C minister \\a ordained at ,\ l,1dz1mo)o 111 the Reformed 

Church in Z:1mhia in 1413i. I le erved 1hc Lord at M,1lhcrhc from 1938, returning to 

~ladlilllo)n in 194 1 and going on to Clupata in Jll44 In !ll4Ci he \\,Is ,1ppo1111cu lcc1urt.'r at 
~lad1i111n)o 'I heologkal 'cholll, a po,1 \1hi<.'11 he hdd until he,, turned to South fr11:a 111 

1%0. In !'-outh \frka he\\,,, c:ilkd to mini 1cr to the c >hcrhnl1cr congre ,11i11n (DRC' \ ) 

and l:1ter heramc org:.irnzmg Mi~,ion Secreta~ in the DI{(', 0 1 S. In J<J71 he \\.l'­

:ippuint •d rhc i-erond Cl·11t:ral ,\Ji,~ion Secret~tr) of the Gener.ti S)nod ot the DRC in 

South ,\ t•ica in l'retori:i. :1 po 1 \\hich he held until l<J7Q ,d• ,,, h · rc1irc.l. In 198() h<.! \\a 

. . 

~ , . . . ' . -

• I 
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uft.:rcd the p<J1,t "· Dir c:tur nf '-li,.,,olog1cal l{c,earch Council of 1.e 1.:nivcrsity of 

l'rctoria.
27 

and m 1983 hl! h1.:l·:1mc ii"> Senior Researcher Dr Cronjc has I nul'.'11 a number 

ol hisrorical hook<; m \frika,.n~. l le .ll,o \\rote one in Engli,h \\ith t 11. .. ,itlc Born to 

\111 nm. ~S h gh cs a bric f h 1>1ork. I '""') of I he chu re hes r c, .. I( i ng fru · 1 mi, ionary 
\\ork of the DRC. 

"Ilic m1thor refers tu Gen. l:3 bcc.iusc he feels it is an apt description of r ,\., f)f{C ~'1~sion 

in Z:1mb1a. I le ,1: rts \\ilh a rc,icw of the liistoncal background of 1'1e !)'~(' in S!• 1th 

Africa. In 16"2 J.111 ,·an Ricbceck \.amc from llolland tu settle in Cape ·cm\11, ,;'{C 

wngreg'1tions w,:rc cq,1blishcd irom that time on. I {e tells of the mission ,,ork , f , .is 

dnir\.·h among the people i11 South Africa, 7.imbalm c, B1H,,, :u,a, the Sudan :ind Ma 11,: 

I re gi\CS m,>re detailed information about the DRC mi sion in .\lal:mi ar .\hera a, it 1 111i, 

the hasi~ of the n11S wn ,,nrk of th~ IJRC in Zambia at ,\ fpezc..•ni. 

fn l8<17 tht.: Rt!v A C ,\furray intended to Jo rnis. inn \\Ork at .\ fpezcni in Zambia. I Its 

allempr failed because of the war hel\\ Ci.!n the Angoni anJ the Europeans. But "the l orJ 

h,1d OJh:ni:J up the \\ a/' for him \\ hen in 1898 he sent I\\ o evangelists to im estigatc the 

po ibili1y of starting a l)RC mbsion. Ir \\a, at the request ot Chief ,\ fpczcni ,dw w:1s in 

prison at the time. The e,nngeli ts returned anJ assured him th,lt 1/Ji: Angnni \\Cre \dlling 
to rccch c mis. ionarics . 

• \ C' ~ 1urray rnnsultcJ the.: r me ~fission Council (C.1pc S1 nod). Bccau•e !!ii! C.1pe Synod 

\\as already imohcd in \fal:mi 11 wa decided 10 imite the S\nod of the 01.-s to send 
mi, ionaries to Northern Rhodesia (Zambia). 

111c first mis ionarics of thrs church \\ere the Rev P J Smit ·tnJ the l{ev J :\1 I lofme)r. 
'f11ey started off from ,\ lvera nnJ arrh ed at .\ lagwao in July, 181><>. 

Thi.! nmsion work of the Dnc rn Zambia i., therefore olll'II as och:r. •v'th that of 1\lal:l\d. 

Dr J Cronj~ \\rote the h1,ok at the requc:--1 of the DRC ,\fi sion C, . :JI ,t •FS) to celebrate 
fift) )Car. of it~ \\Ork rn Z:rrnbia in 1949. 

I he h11(1k is of llistllfkal imp1Jrta11ce tn .Nkhoma S1 '1od he cause tht.: ,\ f al:rn ian C\'angdisr-­

\\ ere the tir r to rnnt:1c1 the people of the area of Chief ~lpczcni, \\hl!rc th..: mission \\ork 

\\:1~ ,tarted. ft note~ that the I ore! al,o u,eJ indigenous people, the t\\O ~fnl:minn 
c,angc..:lr,t,;, for the cxten,ion of his Kingdom in this \\nrld. 

~7 ~o~ 1~~krdui1 ... c ljerciormeerdl' Kcr~e l 1J:,<J p l-W. 
28 l)r J \1 CrnnJe. B11rn to \\'itn('<.; : A conci,c: hi ton of :he ch11rd1c-. burn our of th!..' 

nm ... ion \\ork 11f the Dutch l~cformcd Churd1 (.\'rduduttse Ciereformecrde Kerk) 
of South. \fric:1 ( 1 hi, hook i, di~1.u!". cd later in thi~ ck1picr) 
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I: i-,: J,o of h1,tori... .. d import .. nce to tlw RclormcJ < hur .. h 11 Z:1mhia hcc1uo;e .t tells nf the 
11

c d rdationship hct\\cen the l\\o 1,1i,sion churchc:. \\hich 1:Jntc about thro 1rh the 
nw,sionary zeal of the t\\O l>R(' S.:,nods in outh ,\frka. 

In chapter fm,r the \Hiter {.kscrihcs ho\\ the inJigenou, people of tht Reformed Church 

hr:camc 1mohcd in mission ,,urk in 1cspo11se to th(. same ''Great C,>mm:,sion". !1.i~ \Hiter 

doc, not neglCl'l to mention th..: roh: pla:, ed by inJigcnou, Jw iple. It ~ •r cs as • .:-orrcl·th c. 

for hi,tori,111 writing missinnal) his!ory often ignore or u ' •pin: the olc of indigenous 
people. 

The sour1.es of hi, historical invc~tigation h.1,·e not been t.1bled. It i r, idc·ni, h11\\ ever, that 

the ,, ritcr LIS(; d dnrnmentary sour1.c, sud1 ~1' rcp<1rts, minute, of tJll, mi,~ion councils. 
books, and pcrh:ip al,o rl'licd on oral ~ourcc . 

2. TII E SCIE:\''I inc P[ l<IOI) ,\:\' I) ITS Pl BLIC \TIO:\'S 

One could r,y that rhe late 1950 marked the beginning ol a ,den•ific period in missin11 
historiography. air hough not .ill publica1io11s since 1hen ran be l'la,sified as ,dentific. 

THE Pl..A "l'l;\'G OF C"IIIUS'J'I \NIT\' 1~· AFRI CA hJ C P (; rmt•, , London, 1954, 1955, 
1958.29 

l"hc \\ rit r wa, profc,sor of n,;,s,nn in the: Sclly Oak Collc,gcs, Birmi ,gham. 

Volume II of this \\ell krown l>Uncy CO\·er the 11eriod 1S40-1~78 and tlc~!lc; with the 

m,.s~ionary journal, of Dr Da :n Uving~1onc in Ce111rnl J\fnca. r lis reports 011 , \ frica 

helped to open u1> rhe \\ .,y fo1 I:ur1 ~ "arts 10 enter Africa. cspcl'iall.:, Ccntrnl Africa. He 

desired to put a ,top 10 rile C\II sl:l\e · 1dc. }\t the ,amc time he \\anted to pa\'c rhc \\ay 
fur commerce rind for rhc prr hrriarion of 1hc Gmpcl of jc. us Chn t. 

The ~rnltish 111i wn:- nf 1h,~ hct C'h1nd1 of~ url.rnd and the(_ hurch of Sc, tl:,nJ ~tarted in 

~f:il:mi alll!r Li\ ingstone's dt•atli i 1 l<.i7J. Ci apter nine describe, rhe cstubli,hmcnt in 

1875 and 1871, of t\\O Sc:011i~h mi:..c; 1m in l\!.il:I\\;, (rc,.u l11ng in Livingstoni,1 Synod 111d 
Bl:int) re S) 1101J re pccti, cly). 

Dun,,~ the period 1878-1
1
114 r:uropcam ca i.. It, \ rr,,:. nrh a, n, ion.mes and 1:olo,1i'1~. 

Information on tile mission ,11.'.cnde, is , CC) 111,y. I ittlc.. .nforrn:1li1111 i-. gi\ en cunc1:rn:r.g 

1hc Pre h)teri.111 Churc:hes :rnd the DI< ',llld ti ,'I • 11s~tt1.l:tI) \\ork in ~bla\\j30 (pp ~•33. 

\'ol, If I !(w':J◊78) Ill <I, 7~-Jt)J4), I\' ll()J,l-Jl),5.'l) 
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~~~). IJr,\\C\ <.:r, 111 the report~ on ~'ducatiun lllOr\.! detailed rL:11:rcnl.'c 10 thdr \\Ork i~ 111:.tck 
( p 23(1 ). 

Although th\.! source, of his hi~turkal i1we~tigation ha\~· not been t:1hul.1ted in a sy~1ematic 

bihliugraphy, the writer :1.J~ sh11\\n them in footnote:--. I le u,cd boob. report, and annals. 

In Vol11rne I\' the \\ ritt:r .,i11111Jy fi\C:,. a conci:-e hi,torical n:<.:orti of some of the rni~:-.ion 

d1ur1.:hes in :\l:.hrni. The formation (>f the Church of Central Africa, Prc,b!terh111 b: 1hc 
Scottish mis:-.ions ,.mJ the DHC \lj ,io.1 i, CU\c:rt>d in t\\o p:.ges (p ll/9-200). 

Particular attention is gi,t'n to !ht" clfcrts of WorJJ War I (191-l-lLJ18) ~11d th<: upri,ing~. 

such as John Chilcmbwe '.s in 1915, ,ts\\ ell as the formation of Ill'\\ in Jc pc nJent churches in 

.r-.iulawi anJ in other countries of Afril'a. The Je\elopnent of the churches and their 
attempt, :.ti unification arc ..ibu discussed. 

Gru,·es ht.'lps nne to become familbr \\ith the conte.\t within which tlw missionary work in 

Africa and \fol:nvi \\:-t~ i,, 'tiated anJ Jc\'l'lnpcd. I fis historical churacterizarion is most 

enlightening. One realizes just how much o• i11issionary work is interrclati;d geographically 
and politic:illy. 

In my opinion, his motive i11 writing this book is to depict the spread of \\'('stern Christia11 

dvili2:l{ion in the world. IIe suneys the planting of the church ah,:iys \dth refen:nce to thi.: 

devehpm1.:nt of \\'e~.tern coloni:ilisrn. Accurdingl), th._r(' is little distinct•'on between the 
church .ind the govc~rnment, t'.Spl'cially the British gm.ernmcnt. 

THE STOR,• OF TllE DRC l\rission by J L Prc!uriu •·, , ')as,dand Journal, Vol 10, l\o 1, 
1957. 

Jo1,~n I ouw f>n.'tnrius (Sr) \\<1s a f)J~C rni.\sion:iry (Cape Synod
1
. Il e ,,nri._ed 1·1 Malawi 

from 11
J~t; to 1%7 and hridl) in Zarnh•:.i. 

When hi.s first \\ifo died in 1941, he mar, ..:J Dr P:i11lin1. r-.·urray, J,tUgl,,t:r of Dr Willi.1111 

/\lurruy. lk \\as head o, the 'lcachers' 'f1ai11ing ~<.:hoo, .. n,I Educ..ition Secretary of the 

mission from IY39. Dun:;g JlJ48-FW) 111: \\,l' a \l,iting k .. :urer at thi.: University of 

1 t.ntk.;. Offer1.:J a C m1e;ie grant. he\\ erH !o An1eric:.t m1 J s.t·dv !>e~sion nf four 111omhs 

in j 4<J. \\ 'hen her, turned 10 '.:ala\'>!, he a· ,11rnt.'J his r .. ·sponsih;,: ;._,s as full time principal 

•·,0111 IY,:,O to 1•1,:,1}_ Ou1111g .<J.51-1 11 -, :1._, \\a~ a 111e1nh:r of 1h1.: Legi~btive C'oui1cil of the 

'-:, , s:1
1
:rnd f>rote,:10:.itc. I.1 95c1 ht: , _, elt:<.tcJ a ... rt'prc:-cnt:l!in: of .\'y.i,abnJ in the 

Fcdl·ral l';trliam._•nt uf Rhl,J~•~i. · ;,j.ts:.tland, a pu,t \\hkh Iv hL'ld until 10/i] \lh\!n 
,\f:.k\1i obt:tinnJ internal .Sl, .­

te.1ci1<. r in Z:m•11ia unJ.:r 1! ,111·
1
-:1;1. In 111r,2 he ,-,ent to ,ork a~ a 11,;,:,i,mary 

,; th.: f)l.~l' of lt't: OFS 1\l!er-: h_. \\:J:- ,lppuintcd 

• : ·-. j 

' ' . 
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J•nndp:d (If the largl.' Tl'adiers' Tr .. iining School uf the Chri!>ti.in Cnuno:il in Zamhiu at 

SL cnj«:!. Thl'rt:aftl'r, he returned to ;\labwi in llJo-l anJ st:irteJ a mi.s~iun litcrac! 

pr0grarnme for adult education ca11ed Ukani. Soon Ir..:' \'.as appointed cen:or hy the 

Cen~orship Bn:m.J of ~fala\\l. a po~t \\hich he held until lie dicJ in IW17. lk i:i buried at 
:--'khoma.30 

Pretnrius writes a., .1 rni,si,,nary appra·:irnc: the :tllJ\ itic~ "f tl1e DRC \fis~ion in l\1:.tlr,\\ i. 

He\'. rok in English so that the E::glislHpe:.1-ing people of ;\J.tl,mi L'Ould rl!ad i
1

• ~fo:-t of 

the l11eratt1rl.! cnnc!!rning the IJJ{C ;\l1s~io11 in ~l .. llawi is \Hittl'.'n in Afribans. 

It seems likt'ly th:it he obtained hi~ information from hook, :rnd reports\\ rittcn on :\'khorna 
;\fission. 

I I I.! also began tu translate into r.r,6Iish SOJlle of the most impon:u,t chapters uf the book 

Op Pad by Or \V II ;\ furr:.1y. ll is \\ift:, Dr Paulint: Prctvriu~, ga\c me thl! 1,,0 diapters (9 & 
IO)\\ hkh her hw,band complercJ before his death. 

\\ ILLIA.\t :\IURru \' OF l\Y \SALA;\'D h) Dr '\f \\' Relier, Lmcda lt.•, 19.58. 

D r l\r \V Retief\\Us a missionary of the D RC t\fo,sion in Zambia from 1934 to 1942. 

This bunk is a translation of the ,\frikaans hollk \'crmicrings rir Christus, publi~hcd rn 

1948. ft was translatt:d imo Englbh by ;\fary H le H ou,\ and ~l ~f Oberholster-Ll! Roux in 

1958. The writer -.\:tr1tcJ to clear up the mis1:onci:p1ions pre\,alent in the Englisli-.-pcaking 

wurlJ un 1f1l DJ{C\ attitude t<m:mb Africans and missional) work as such. At the same 
time, ht• int<.:ndt:d 10 make th~- church's mission work better known. 

The English tran lation m:1kt:s it po:-.•,iblc for more rc.sc:1rchcrs to acyuaint themselves with 

the spet:.:hes gi\'Cll by thl.' Rl!v Namnn K:ttengcza. one of the first <'rdaincJ !\!alrmian 
niini,ters of the ,\ klwma S) noJ Churd1. 

I fO\\'c\·cr, t:\'L'n the Engli~h transl:ttion .101 ,cry \\t:II known in .\faLwi and the historians 

uf ~lalawi do not refer Ill it. It is not included in the Bibliography or Religion in l\fol:mi 
and it has ncq~r lkcn rc\il'\\Cd in English journ;.!IS. 

THE STORY OF TIJE HHOOESlAS A~D ~Y,\ S \L,\~f) b) A J Hanna , London, 1960. 

T he \\liter of 1 bouk i~ 1101 a rni,.,tun:tt), :llthough he m:1y il,l\e been a Chri'lian. IIt• 
\Hite, about th-: hi,-,1111) uf col(lni:dt~m in tile WwJc~i:,s. i.1.:. e latl'.r %imbab\\e anJ 
Zambia. and \,\a.,al:tnd (.\lah,d). 
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Ch.1p1er three d;,.ab, \\ith C l,•i. 1 ;t) :,nd commerce (pp 41-71) in 1 .:,e countries m 

(\ ntr: . .l \frica. I Janna g1, e~ J \ l'I)' ,, ,1c111~11ic uccount of the coming of the m1 ,ionarics to 

\Ial.mi. beginning ,dth the t;niH·r-,11ie-, ,\fi,,1ons 1 , rentrnl Africa in 186]. foll<,\\ed by the 

S~utt \h mission~. 1.~. I h ing tunia ~Ji ,ion in l 875 (pp 57-5<J) and Bl~nt) re I\! ,,~ion in 1876 

(pp SCJ-60). Although hi-, mform,11;on regarJrng the hi,toric:d de, dopment uf the mis. ions 

39 

in the COUllll) include., th<.! period bc)ond l89U, 
doc. not mention the C\l'\lcnce of the 

'\J..horna \lr-,sion ni the DJ{C q~1rtcJ ur :\herLJ. in JS811. ·n1e a.11) rcfcrenc.e to t!11s church 

, a :• part of tht: Ch,irch of< entral Africa, Prec;b) tcrian in 1926 (p 237). Pt"rhap, the 

rca on for the \Hiler· omis:.ion of thi church i hec:mse it ,, as not 1)ne of the British 

mi•sion , for he s.t)~: 'Thuc;, by the late 1880s thc;e ,,as a chain of Briti'ih mission 
s1rc1ching from Blant)rc 111 the Shire ilighlands by ,,ay of Livingsto.1ia and the 
U11i,crsities' ,\fo,,ion (on l.ikoma J,;fand near the eastern shore of Lake Nyasa) 10 the 

south end ot l..:1ke l'.ing,tn) .. ,a "(p ,i1 ). It may al.,o be that he con.,idacd the ~i-homa 
Mi sion as pan nf ,~c Lhingstonia ,\1bsio11. 

The at.thor LI ed \\riuen sources \\hich appear in a bibliography ar the end of the book. 

·roW,\HDS CHl'RCII l':'\[O~ l,\' i'..A~IBIA: A study in rnissionar_) cooperation and 

t'hurd1-union dforh in Cc111r~11 Africa h) Peter Bolink, Frnnekcr, 1967. 

I1te main objec:thc of Pelt"r Boli111-. s dissena~ion (at rhe Free l.,nher<;ity of Amsterdam) i 
to gh c au account of attempts to :1chil!\'C church union in Centrnl Africa. 

Peter Bolink \\a, H DR(' mis~ional) in Z::imbi,1 from 1954 to 1%8. Bc,ide, being a p:btor 

in congregations, he .d o taught at the 'J1tco1Clgical Seminary at the Unhcrsity of the North 
in Pietersburg. 

Bccau,e thi is n dis:-eriarion, sec1.,ndary and primal)· sources h,1,e been imcstigated. ,\s a 

Du11..·h-South Afni::m scholar ht' \\:ts able to use the Afrikaans doi:ument~ in the archives of 
the DHC. 

1'11e book v. as re, ie\,ed by Rene Tier1..-:, of G1.nc\'a.31 Ile commended the nuthor for 

conrdin:uing the \\Ork of rhe mission societie~ in the counrry (Zambia. Zi111bab\1C, ;\lalmd) 

from 11' prim:ti\'e paq to the pre,cnr. l le nuted that tht! first 010\e tcl\\ard~ l'l:urch uni1y in 

~lalm~i crime \d:h the formation of the CC'AJ' in 1924. The ~khoma Prc,b)lcry of the 

I>RC joined thi unit) in 19211. I le also mentions th:11 there were other united church 

mU\ cmcnh in Zumh1a in 193<1. I le pointed ou1 that the difficJl!ies ,, hrc-h led to the 
form,.111111 of the C CAI' and the L'nitcd Church in Znmbia \\Crc caused b) tl•e DRC in 

~outh Africa :,nl! the Congreg.uion: li,t.. In spit.: ut this he sa):..: "It help11 tu under:.t:md 
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the historical dat:1. the pcr,on , the or,g: nil,1'1, 1 1mohed, ,.111d e' .. I q, l' 111 , 1I at ,m e 

\\heli l'rt,bJtcri.in,. Co11greg .. 11ionali,1,. \1.._•1hor "' .. ind J renlh Rdorn cd tr, d t" 11-, mcc:1 
to dr.tft a doctrinal b:i,i~ .. ind a church comt11utwn. 

\~ 1:\TRODl'CTIO.\' TO nn: HISlOKY OF llff f)l TCH m :101(\JU) l Ill I(( JI 

\JISSIO.\' I:'\ MAL.\ '', ISR'J-19 J.j hJ .Joh:1n I.A1t1n l'rl'torius in I 111; I \RI.\ Ill. I 01(\ 
or l\l \I.A\\'J bJ B J>achai 1J-:ditor). London, 1971. 

Johan I OU\\ Pretor u (JrJ Y.a the ~on of Joh3 I OU\\ P Ptor t, ( ), the m1~ h>n,tr) 

lea~her \\ ho \\ orkcd m :\lal:l\\ 1 from I C/2<J until lu.: I.lied m I%- Jo 1:m LOU\\ Pret,inu, (Jr) 

:ti o \\orked as a mi~,, mar) in ,\1al:mi. I le \\:IS li1er.11urc ccrctaT) of '.\khom,1 S)nnd. 

editor of the church magalinc Kuunika and al,o m:urnglr of l\khoma S)nod book hop 

\\hic
1

1 later amalgamated \\ith the.! Christian I neraturc A!'.,och1tm11 in ~1al,mi (( I..Al:\1) . 

He returned to South Africa after !>erving in the chur h in \l.1l:mi for a ft·\\ )car a a 
mi,;,,c :1arv of the Dt{C :\fission. 

Pretorit , \ purpose in \Hiting lhi, article \\ as 10 giv: a general hi,toricJI O\ en IC\\ of the 

DRC mi,:-.hn worl-: in :-.talau; from ISS9. \\hen C \1urr.1) ,ind r C 8 \ lok tarted 

\h,rking m :-.r ·era. 11n1il 1'114. I le \\anted to mal-:e the mi.ssion:tf) \\ork of 1he DRC knou n 

ir.ternationall). Hence it wa- included a an article in the book I he I.rid~ lli~tor-: or 
.\Jal:n\i, edited hy B Pachai. 

The book Y.a, \Hitten after Malaui hccame independent {l%4) and 1\'khoma )nod 
autonomous ( l</62). 

The footnotes indica1e that Prerorius con,ulled document, in prcp.mng thi ei!!lll<'Cn-p:1gc 
anide. 

Hb approach i, that of a mi!>,1011:tl") "ho appr:11,e~ the Dl{C ~Ii ,1011 and it,; Y.ork m 

\fala\\i. I le relmc the initia,ion of 1he rni,,ion to the relrg1ou, :mal,.cnmg 111 the C.1pc 
Colon) in ISS4 and IS 5. 

lt is i111ercsting th:11 ,\1:tl:m ian hi,torian:, refer to thi, nr11clc .i, the onl) for111ul.11io11 of the 

his
1
0I) of the DR(' ;\Ji. sinn 111 Mal:nd. It i a fact thm the 111 ... tof) of :\khnma S)llCHJ ha 

been grt>atly ignorcJ. I! i~ aid the mi!.sinnaries 01 the church \\ 110 c:1me from the DR 111 

South \frka prac1i,cd :1p,1rthe1J and \\ere \Cl') conscnau,c '- 1111 .. 1 the t,Jncal ~1a, of 
.. ., 

mo-,t hi,tnrian, 111 ~lal:mi. The) do 1101 re ogni11.· tile dc\e)opml'll' of i\l,.homa )llt1d lrom 

the \\Ork oi the DRC \lis,ion a a sitnificant t'\Cnt in the hi,t01) of \I.ti.mi f'hc :ip.1rthc1d 

ideology and the Ll',t' of Afriban, in mo,1 dncumeut, h .. \ l' had .111 cftcct <•n the 111 ton ot 

32 Bo1.:der. p SS. 
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1h1 C .urd1. B II th1.-• I orJ h.i, bk, t:d tt~ \\,irk 11' corllri•n,tron w huth cduc.11i1111 :mJ 
.,p·rnu,d11y ca 'll{ll k 1!;11Cl'"etl l1 lu111 .. ,lll). 

TIIL LO:'\l~L\ \\ \IWIOR h) c;mr~c fl Ca111phell, Blanl)re, 1975. 

I hi hoc 1-. is b) :1 lll!',si,111
,113 m111:skr uf the I re(' Chmc11 of SCLltland in ;-.fal:i,\i, It b a 

bio!!ral ) of \\'illi,rnt Ko)i, .i ;,,..:J.o,a mis .. ion,1ry llf the rree Churd1 tif Scntlantl from 

I O\cd,ile J11..,t11u1c 11
~ :,ou1J1 \fiicn \\ho ,·ar,w to ~l:t!:,,d ,dth Dr J:imes StL'\\:.Jrt and other 

m",,it11wric-; in :t-iin. l lc.• \\<1rkecJ in the I i\ing~tonia missmn field mnong the ,\;g<>n, 

pcopk,. Sine(' l c a\r, spokt: Zulu, he ,,as, hie to com•1rnnkatc \\ ith the .:--:guni people anti 
P1..Tfor111cd \':d,tnbk ,,nrk. 

Born iri 181(1, \\'1ll1anr Ko), ,, ,l'i l'Om l: rtnl to Ch ri:-ti:mity :rntl cJuratetl at I ovedalc 

lns1itt11c in tt,c C.1pe Province in S,Juth Africa. I k J1ed in .\1al.1wi in 188h and \\.1, buried 
:11 :--:ju)u in thi.: ll()rthr.:rn ,egion ril ,\1al~1\li. 

l11c honk pr!J\e-.. that ;-\frkans \\Ci c imulvcd in the earl} ,.,tage:. of mis:-ion \\ork in i\l:ilawi. 

Why h~1' thi.., b.iok appeared onl: after eight) •nine) cars? Biographic:- of some ,if the,, hire 
111is,ion.1rit:s \\ llu \\(11 ked ,, ith hilli ,,ere puhli~heJ during their lifetime or shortly after 

tl•cir ,leatlis. 'I hi~ exposes thc bia,eJ :1pproach underlying lmtn1ic:-.I \Hiring a11J the 

distortion of the word "rni:-,sion:.iry', wluch has often been u:-eJ to ri:fcr only to "white" 

mi .. .,i,marics. In cxi-.ting ,,orb rLl"crcncc is 111ack tu Kn)i as being lhc key figure in 

preparing 'lie Ngoni to r:cei,c the Go,pcl. lie \\HS doing \\lwt nu \\hite mission.iry rnulJ 

do.
33 

On!) at the l'o111111crnorat1t•n of the centenary pf the f iving:.tonia t\fo,siun of the Free 

Church of Scotland in ~fal:m i in 11175 \\as it realized that a biugr:1phy ot William Koyi ,,ns 
cssenti~rl. 

I he l>t•Ok make:. nn rcfcrencl' to the DRC ~f1<;sin11 at !\f\"era. William Ko)i died in 188() at 
l\lvcra, three y :m btf1.m.' the arri-al o:· the Rt·v A(' ,\lurra) ill July H-:88. 

TIIL <;I«>Wl'II OI"J'Jfl: Clll1RCII I~ Arl{ICA hy P Fald:, G,and lfapids, 1979. 

I he :iutllor is an Antl!rican ::incl i<>11g1i111c missionary pasLOr 111 Zaire. I le studied ut 

l'rincctnn for an ~I. ·1 h. and .it Fu!kr fur:, D . .\Ii ,iology, and taugl11 m the TIJculug1c.d 

Suni11:1ry 111 Z:11rl'. 111:-; i111c11111,11 is Ill ghe n liro~d \ie,, ut hm, Christianity \\!lS brought 

im<, J\fric.1 hy the dt·diC,Hi0i1 ot Euro-,\ml'ric:rn Chri-,t,Jn 111is.,1011arics. In :-pile of the 

rnan) mist:1kl!~ \\h:d1 tlk\ m.iJc, !!loric,u~ \ictnrie, ,,c:re \,un for Chri.t by Cod's grace. 

11H<Hig' 1t .ill, CiCld pl,111t,J I Ii Church, th<! ht·.irci of the Go,pel light, in Afn.:an \1ll,1ge,, 
to\\ n, .,nd dtie, . 

. ,J \\ A 1.lm°"Jie. \1111111g thl' 11ilcl A11g11ni. r }l 3, 
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11:c book abo ,;fio,,, hm tlte Afr11.:.tns. 1:11.: people \\ hu orllc lcll pr1.:) tu 1.::1.pluit~t•on. 
mis

1 

rc:.tment and cn,I~\ l':llcnt bj Euro- \menc. n,. ,, ae an le to h1.:.1r ,rnd rcc1.: he the 

Gospel. n1e \frkam r1.: pondt.:o to the me, .1ge •., l."ch Euro-Amen .. r, prod:timl'd to 
then• \\,:h great emhu..,ia,m. 

,\ fo\, p.igi s h~,c been allotted to the account of :he con1ing of th.: Church to M .. l:mi. 

B:.sicall\, the :icr,1• '.t embraces the contr·bution of Dr D.1\id l h n~ 1011.:, throu!•h ,,hui..! 
t:f fom, and influence the mi,s ·on:11 ie\ fot.nd their\\,) into ~h!:m 1. A hri,. f outline i, gh en 
of hr,,\ t .. c different 111:ssion .1gcncic, \\orktd from J~<i I ,,hen the l 'nhn nies Mission to 
(\: ntral Af nca beg.in its \\ ork 111 ~folaw1. 

Rcfcrcnce i~ made to the Free Church of Scutl,111u .ind the Church of Scorbnd mi 1011 

\\h1cl1 follo,,ed in 1875 and 1876, :111d to the Dl{C i\1,-,smn ,, h1c.h bcban in 1888. The 

formation of the Church of Central Africa Prc~b)tcrian in 19:?4, ,,hkh the DRC offic:ially 
joined in 192<> 1s aim me1111oned (pp 208-212). 

A brief general survey is g\cn ,if the beginning, oi the mic; ion agencic.•s of ;..Jmu~t all t'1c 

churches. Nameo,; of people \\ ho played more important roll!S in mission \\ ork have not r.ll 

b.!en mentioned. Among the African \\ ho pla) ed a part in J\h!l,m i only the name of 
William Koyi is mentioned (p 210). 

The \\Tiler u~ed hooks and unpublished so .. rce:. in compiling his historical SUl"\t>y. This is 
C\idcnt from the footnotes and the bibliography. 

l11c hook jacht recommends the book to an) re. der ,,ho \\ant, to kno\, a.,ou1 the coming 
of the Kingdom of God to Africa :ind for uc;c in classrooms. 

It fr, \\ mien hy an cxpericncc{l mi.,sionary and H must be graufying to the mts!-lion churches 

th.it thc.r money \\a not \\,I tcdJ
4
. I le hoped alc;o to encourage ~tn) \\Otlld-bc rnissionaric 

10 dcdic.irc them,d,e:, to mh,\ion ,,ork fcarlc ly. 

,\llSSlO~ A;\'IJ CH RCII IN l\l \l.,\\\'I, The histor.) of the Nl-ho111n SJ nod ol' the Churd1 

<if(\•ntra l Afrkn Presh.)tcri,111, lSS9-l!>62 l>J C ,\J Pmm, f usaka, Zn111hia, l'JSO. 

l'hc \Hiter I a son of the Re, J C C' P,1U\\ \\ ho \\ orked as a mis.siona11 of the DRC (Ol·S 
) nod) in Z:unhi.1 from 1 QJ6 to 1954. 

I le ,,a:i born at ,\latlti-110)0 in < 'h1p~11.1 Zambia in Jl/llJ. I le gre,, up rn a l'lJssion 

l'll\ ironment ,,mong 1
1
1c ( h:n) :,nJ.1 ( C!11.:ht..:\\ .i) !-.p.:ak;n6 people, \\ hise language he 

m:1,tereJ as :1 child. 

-. _ ... 
((. C \\ Coc°Douih \frka11 llis1111k,II J.iurnal, ~., 2. ~mrmhtr. l'>iO, p I JO. 

I 
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43 
His primar) eJtH.Jlin•1 \\:l~ acc1uircJ .11 ,,·l1001 in Chipara :.•1d his ~Cl'rind:iry :ind urmcr.<.ity 

L'duc:Hiun 111 So ... tlJ Afrk:i. I le quJk-d at the l 1111\er-;i1y of Pre1uri.1 for a BA degree and 

\1 cnt to the I Jrii, cr~it:• of Sll'l1c:ihosd1 for theologic:.tl st.,tJie ... , which he l'ompletcd ;n l %-L 

1 ll' :Kl'L'jltecl ;i c:tll 10 ,\faJ:mi as .1 mi,s1on,1ry. :inJ \\:ts orJainl.'d :11 Kong\\e CCAP in 1%5. 

I le taught !,cli~iou~ !n~t1 lit ti1>11 at Rohi;rt Blake Scc1>mfary Sd100I (al,o c:.llcd Kong,\c 

Scl'ondary Sdwol) ff(Jm 1%5 tll 1116(1. In 111/1(1 he was lr,m~fcrrcd to l.ilong\\c 10 assume. 
rc,rnmihilit) as <'h:,pl:1in of the YlJuth ,111101)); .secondary ~chool JlllJllh, 

In 1% 7 he ,,a, nppni11tccJ b:turt•r :u the Joint 'f1icolngic.il College of the Church of 

Ct.:ntral ,\frica, l'rcshyterian at ~khom:1, a pw,t ,d1ich he helJ until Jl>73, \\hen he returned 
10 South Africa for further studies, 

n1e huuk \\~1, suh111i11ed :is a di..,,l'r!ari.in to the lJni\t'r.~ity of Stclle11b(Jsch in llJ8(), 

In 1<>75 Dr Pauw :tt'l'~pted a call to be a rni:--.,ion:uy in Zn.mbiu umkr the auspices of the 

DR(' (OFS). I k k:crured at the Justo ~l\\ah.: Tiicological Colkge of rhc RdormcJ 

Chun:h in 7.amhia. l.:lll'f 1111 lw bec:11ne its principal, and sern•d in tl,at capacity untJI 1983. 

I re returned tu S1~uth .\frica in 19SJ t1l tal...c up an appointmcnr a:- senior leL·turer in the 

Dcpartm~•nt of ~lissiology in the r-aculty of 'Jl1eology, t;niversity ot Stl'llenhosch. 

I Ie \Hole l11s d:s.,i.:rn1tio11 111 rc,ponsi.: 1c, a long•ft•lt need for "a systematic and 

comprchensi\l'' hi~tory uf :\kho11, SynoJ \1hich has grcmn as a result ot tlw mis~ion work 
of the DRC of South Africa in \ hl:twi, 

I le abo \\:tfll{.'d to prornk ,\lal:mian hi,tnri:ws \dth an English ,ersion of the hi~rory of th'-' 

C'CAP (Nkhom:i Syn1HI) hl'(,tt1~e nHist hook-, ,m the subject are \\ritten in Afribans. He i!> 

awart' that many Ulln1111en1:iry sourt·es of the history of Nkhoma S)noJ arc \Hitten in 

Afrikaans, and al,o Illar 1:1ost of the111 ha\e lk'l.!11 t1ansfcrrcd from the ,·:tri1H1s mission 

~rations to rile ard1i,cs <11 the Dlff" in South Africa. Dr l'auw is rhc first to \Hite a h1s1ory 

of this Church, using rlw f:dl l'<llkl·tion 1Jf original dul'Urni.:nts which arc- liuu~i.:d in Cape 

Tll\vn and outside i\lal:mi. I k could do '.'to bcc:..iuse of his uhiliry 10 l'l':td and undcrst:md 
Dutch, Afrik:1am,, Engli,.,h and CIJiclJcwa. 

'J lie\\ ritcr usi.:J 1101 only the .1rchi\'aJ dl11:u111enl\ for his hbtorical im·e,tig:itiP'l\, hut al o 

hoc 1b, pc r 1odic.tls, 1 q,, 11 ts of d1 u rch rn111111issinns and mi 1111 ll'S ot church cou nci l.s and 

')lwd~. mm1 of \\hid1 ari.: i11 1\lriJ...,l:111,;, Tu do .,li, he lt:itl lo do 1.'\ICllsi\c rl..!sc:irch in the 
<':,pc ·1 m,11 l)Jff' t\rdll\c, and the ,\lal.i\\l Sat1ll11:d ArcllJ\l..!~. 

I le abu hC'id ill1~1 \ ie11, 11 it!t 111i~,1or.:irics ,lfld ,\1:tla11 i:,11\, 
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I he.: pc.:riod W\d('d 1s from 181-i<I, \\hen the missicm beg.rn, until 1%2 \\hen Church 
:wtnnom) \\, s ,!;r.mtcd tn t ,(.; .·digenom people b) the l)J~C. 

Ile has \\fittc11 mainly on tnc polic) of the DRC ,\f1<;sion r-.f,m1in
5 

it... C\,111gcliLation and 
education of the indibcnou fk11ple . I le rlfcr, 10 the 1mohcrncm of some of the 

i11Ji1,;cnous people.: in the !".J)rc:1Ju •• ~ of the Go pc!. I he dt.:\elopment of the OQ;a11i!".at1onal 

..,trncturc :111d the u11ifkatwn of ~ :khonw \dth Blantyre and I \ipg,tonia \fis~ion arc 

CO\c.:rcd,: nJ dct,lilcd info1 mation on .\hcr,1 and other -;t,llions. :md ,\fol:mi in genenl are 

,!;hen. ·rbc :i,pect of contc\t \\ ith rdcrence to the sc,cio-political-colonial ::.etting during the 

\l!I) early )t:ars of coloninl pi!nc1r:uion i1110 ,\f,tf:rn ii. cnns1dered,: s i the nilc of the DRC 
mi iorwrie~ up .. mil 1%1 \\hen .\l,11:mi uhtaincd self gmcrnment. 

J"ltl! c.:xposito,) ornmc.:n1, on how l{efnrmeJ theology understand, the i,s11es concerning 

, ;,sions is important. 'I11c r.11ionalc behind mi~sionary ,,nrk io, argued in theologic.ll-
historic:•I terms. 

I h au1 ior addres cs critical 1s~ucs ,tnd deals "ith them honestly. One of the i,sues 

addressed is the DRC mi:.~1on,1ric, \\hi) \\ere appoi111ed to serve in the Legisla1h·c 
t\ scmhly of the :'\'yasal:inJ Protector:11e: Dr \\' 11 furr.iy ( 19.:!5 + ), the Rev J J I) 

Stegman ( 19.iO +) nnd J L 1 'rctorius ( l 954 + ). Another i~ uc is !JI{(' mi,;sionarics he111g 

member· of ,\'khon•a S)nod. 1-irst it \\as sug~c,ted that they !".houlJ not he full members, 

hut later , v became full members of the Church. 111c \Hiler pa) attention to the 

problem of t 
1
1.., ,\J tl,I\\ inn people 1101 heing educ.11cd \\ ell enough by the m1ssionarie lo 

prepare them for leadersl11p. Inc issue of office of ,\li:.sion Supcnntcndcnt \\ hich was 

, e
1
>1aceJ hy the olfice ,f General Sccrc1a1y35 i argued as not being according to 

l~cfarmcd faith and practice ( p 393). 

rJ1c hunk Ila a co 1. essional apprn,1ch. l'u11w writes a a C'hmti.111 \\ ho is foithfu I and 
l<l"lmlllcd to the tc~c, 111g~ of the church of his mcmhersh1p. 

The eight ) ear the ,, ritcr spent \\ orking 111 ,\1:ifawi were a grc:11 advant.1ge to him. l lis 
c-.;pcnc11cc i C\ idc.!nt i11 m,1• t of\\ hat he c-.;plores. 

ll1e hook is unique as ;1 ,c1cnufic historic.ti de ripticm ni the CC't\J> (Nklmma Synod) 
from a Reformed p .. r<.pc~ ti1 e. 

T'he author publi,hc.•tf rlw ho 1k hini--clf. ft 1\a, printed by the lfapri-.1 ~!i<;SJl>n Press in 

/..ambia at a lu\\ l<>-.r ,mll in th1, \\.t) m:.Jc m.1ilahll! to 111,,n) re,1clcrs. c-,peci:111) in .\lal:mi. 

~ lt-;:l1011ld f>__;,'jt~ lli:11 the plal'c ot the General Sc.>.:-retJI} ha changed ~ince 1 IJS-. 
I le h: n 1dmirmtr:,tn~ olticcr in rhc S)nud and :111 .·nds all meetings of the.• Sjnod C'\•O:t1cio. 

. . 
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I he lllle o• lhc 111-. ,h(luld r,t1h.:r h,t\c l-,ccn' I he 111,tof) 01 11 c I >RC :-.11",ion rn \lal:mi. 

l~K
1

1-1<Jt>~" ~;nee 1hc book i, concerned m:11rl) \\ilh 1hc ,ll'tl\ t c~ nl the mis,1orwrrcs. II i, 

onl) tr, p:1,-.ini.: 1h:1111 d.:,tl, \\ith 1he ( h.ird1 rn \1:tl,mi (.\klw·n.i S)nod) of \\hich he spe,tk!'. 

:1, the Church in cmht) o (pp .'.!33 f), :md the "cmt:rging Church ' li>P :'1-iJ fl). r!1e,c :ire 

missiolngk.d rnr1t·cp1. \\hich cannot he :1pplicJ to lhc lhurch :1, a hi,1or1c~I c\c111. Dr 

l'aU\\ u,es 1hc-.c 1.:on~·cpt-, \\ hen referring 10 ;\'J...homa S) nod bcc:nJ1;c · .:cording to him. 11 

,,.1, "1101 )et" the C'hurrh. rhc DRC \\:.ts "1hc Ch11rd1" in \lal:m1. The Church us rrn 

lmwrkal c, ent a~-;umc, its name "Church" v. hen 1hc he lie\ crs continue to hear the \\ ord, 

recc1, c the ,acr.1me1,•c; :,nd al,o C'.\t'rci~e di.,cipline among 1hc:n,seh c~. I 1hinl-. i1 can he 

argued 1ha, ,\'khoma !-1_1 nod \\H'- a Church from the 11111e Jkoplc hclie,eJ and \\ere 
baptbeJ. 

11{0,\f D TCJI ,\IISSIO~ l'O UEFOR.\iED < Ill HCif I~ Z,\~IBU h) Gerdicn 
\'cr'1.-:1l'lc-Gilhui,, rr:inckl•r, 11'S1. 

·n1e \Hiter i, an c,111 iJcr, a I) Jtch scholar \\ho \\,ls a research a,sist:1111 10 Prof J \an Jen 
Btrg, 1hc c!iurch hist m:.n in r ciden from 1%5 10 1%<1. 

The purpo,e of tlth 1foscrratiun i,; to prO\ idc research \\Orkcr, ,,ith an .\frican \ ie\.,,, It \\:tS 

to ,1irnul:11t' the lcadcr,hip of the "Reformed Ch11rch in Zambia", \\ hich resulted fr,rn1 the 
misc,ioPaT) \\ork Clf the DRC ol the Orange Free ~1.i1e ( a:9S- l 9M). 

The b11ok b 1101 d1rectl) concerned \\ith the his1c1T) of the Church in M:d:m1. :\'e,crtbclcss, 

i1 h, important for it de.II \\1th .1 DRC rclatcu to the DRC in the Cape \\111ch rn11iatccJ the 
Church in .\1al:m 1. 

·1 he \\ ritcr thcd church rccordc;;, books and oral trndiliun. She has tabul,llcd :ill '<Ht recs nf 

i11forrna11<>r1 as \\ell :ts 1he informanb. Thus a cri11cal historical-theological method i 
:mcrnptcd. 

I fer prcst·111ation in the i111rodul·tion is some\1 hat miliinnt anJ ncgati,c. It re, l':tls lier 

m1sgh ings ahou1 the mission.tr) work of the DRC \\ hich ~he found 10 be disappointing. 

I lie bciuk has been published :md rcv1c,\ed in diffcrem journal,. In .\thsiolog_, Vol 1:. 

1r1~4. (pp 1.25-1~1>), it is re\tc,,cd h) Ch:trlc, \\, l"orcman and John .\1hiti, and in 'l'hl· 

Sl'lltl ish .Jou rnal 11fThl·oloKr \'of 37. 1984, (pp 415-417). it" r1.:,iC\\cd b) Alis1Jir J \ lorton 

of I dmburgh. n1c hook is llailnl lor i1, ,c1em1fic apprn:ich anJ its ,111emp1 111 use 1hc or.ti 
1r.1ditmn ol Ilk' 111digcn1111, people. 

.Ji, I 
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I 
rl1c ,,riter l.'ritki"c the 1111 ,1on.1ric, for th:1r rchh.tanc-c to • d, llt.! hi!!hcr educ,ttion 

:,mong the 1\frkan.-.. She doe,. hm,c,cr, poi111 ot.t 1h.1t tile l)J~C 111:-.,iommcs nerc th..! firs1 

misr.ion:mcs to ordain rin rndigenou, •nini,ter. I he) :.:,u h:111dctl mer rc,p,1n 1hi1Jty to the 

Reformed Church in Z:.mbia in 1%6, hdorc .tr1) 01h r mi ~ion handed mer to the 
ind1gcno11 churd1. 

I he use of oral tr: tlitmn m \Hll111g the hi~IOC) of the Chur-:h j.., ,,clcome :md appreciated. 

1 Io,,c, er. onc is not :rnrc if the mt.·thod she :1pplied 10 assc<,s the oral tradition i. 

trust\\Orthy. The que.-;tionnaire sht: set is not free of preconcch·cd assump1ions and 
sometime im itc the ans\\'crs ~he desires. 

1101~~ To\\ ITi\'C.SS h) Dr J .\I Crnnje, Pretoria, 198.2. 

Dr J ~f C'ronjc
36 

,,rote thi, book to intrnduce the "thirteen churches" 1h:11 originateJ 
:hrough 1he missionary work of the /JRC in Africa and Asia. Among the churches in 
Central Africa the Nkhoma S)nod receives mu<.·h attention (pp 83-J0S). 

i le gi\'cS a short hi~toril·al backg, ound of the coming of the missilms to ~1:lla,\ i through the 

missionary travel, of Dr Dadd Livingstone.~. I le refers to the l.Jni\'crsities J\lissions to 

Cl'ntral Africn. I iv111g:,toni:t ,\fis•don and Blantyre .\fission before dealing with Nkhorna 

,\fission, I le cmphasi,cs the do,e ties between the DRC und the Free Church of Scotlanu. 

'Il1c theological a,; umpticins are ngain quite c.:, ident. Though the Dl{C sent the 

missiorwric sud1 as the Rc,crcnus A C ,\furray ,mu 'f C B \'lok to start the mission 

thurchcc; \\hich tod:1y are self-supporting, self-ruling and self-propagating. it ,,a. not their 

mission nor that of the DI{C, but God's. The Lord GuJ, through I Ii grace, mercy and 

,, 1,dom u~cd the DRC mi,sionarie, a I Iis instruments to bring the Gospel of Salvation to 
the ",\lala,dans" \\ho in turn also bc<.·amc \\itncsse . 

Footnotes indic:11c that the ,niter used refcrencl'S. 

It is significant that the: Reformed Church in Zambia, tlic lgreja Rcformada ern 

~1ocambiquc and the Ch11rch of Central Africa Presb) tcrinn, ! la rare S) nod na\'t~ a uirect 
rela11onship with Nkhorna Synod. ·111c Dl<C in ~lalawi played a rn:,jor role in their 
estahlishmcnt and in shaping their identity . 

. ,ti Also :1uthor of K"aJcra, I or 1-.ilo Ille ~IOI) -.,cc above. 
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A 11 l :\'f >H IW YEARS OF (;I<\( 'C: A hrid ,111 ,c) of" lht• histu1") of :'\J...horna S) noel CCAI' , 
ISS'>•l~'S9, ~khom:1, 1989. 

~khoma S) nnd publh,hcJ thi- I\\ Cnt) •I\\O pare brochure specifically for the ccntenar} 
celebrations. 

The guiding text is l\alm 103:2: "!'raise the Lord, o !TI) o;ciul, and forget not all his benefit-.." 

Actually this rs consrdcred as a rcrnin,.kr 1>f Gl.•d"s ~um11ing grace in the hi,tory of ~'klwma 
Synod. 

Thi• l11story ha. been hriclly sun eyed and outlined from the time \\hen the RC\'Ncnds AC 

~lt rray and TC B Vlok came to do missionary work at ~h era to tnc prc~cnt. Judging by 

the sequence of the topic, :ind subheadings of the brochure, the compilers may have 

follm\('d Dr C ~I 1',1uw's example. Such missiological topic~ as "The crnbl)o Church", 'The 

emerging Church', 'The a1111inomous Churc!i", and the like, arc typical of Dr Pauw'.s 

approach ir1 the book .\ Ji.,,,ion and Ch11n:h in ~lalm1i. Jinwcver, some of the information 

i:-. \ Cl)' new because it indudci. the \'Cry recent de\'l~lnpments in the Synod of Nkhoma such 

as th!! l'iotub!i,1Jme111 of ~11:tnda Girb' Secondary School ( 19S7) and William Murray 

Sccondal)· School ( JlJ79). Edu~ation and he .. , I: cnrc.> as such make up a subl>tantial part of 
the brochure. 

The approach prc,cmcd in the brochure is \Cry theological but nm scientific. The 

refercni::es used in rnrnprling the brochure h:l\ e not been tabled. I ruwe\'cr, for general 
information on the lmtol) of ;'\'khnrna S) nod, the brochure is quite useful. 

J. ASSESSING TIIE IIISTORfO<~R \JllffCAL SIGXIFICANCE ,\l\'f) V,\Ll'E OF THE 
PLIBLI.SIIED SOURCES 

In\\ hat sense can and ~houlcl publications rcl:lting or rcfcrring to ~khoma Synod hi! used 
h b1ori< >graphically'! 

To tart \\ ith, one must distinguish bct,H:cn publication:- of the pre-scientific and the 

scientific pl'riod. It i-. only of late that hooks 1111 the history of the Church in ,\lalawi ha,·c 
hl'cn wriuen in term, of a rt•a:,.oncd methodology. 

Con cqucntly one mu~t first of :tll d'-'tcrmine if the,, ritcr tud1cd thc sources u,ed. 

1t b equally impurtam to rnme to krnl\\ the author's idl'ntit) :ind intc11ti,,11. lntentiun as 

,11ch b not out of place. ·11ll' <]li t stion is \\ hethcr the intention ha.s been followed hy 
thorough rest>:1rch. 
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All or moc;t of the.: puhlicaiiuns in the rc\'it:w ha\'e a mi~-,ion:u} t'<rnt·crn. i\lo t of them 
present the hist01) from a 1111s ionary per pecti\'C, \\hich ll13.} wc.:11 rc~ult in bias. 

It is also important to determine ti1e gl'nrc of the publication. i\fan.} of tho e rc\'iewed :ire 

biographies. In a scn:-.e. church !aistol'} :is missionary history indccd the i>lllr)' of 
mi,sionaries, hut there are many more aspects. 

In thi~ respect. political or ,;ol'ial factor, arc too often m·eremphasized. Church hbtof)' is a 

theological J1scipli11c. The.: church historian must be alert to lh<:ological assumptions and 

rca,oning. In these publication,. bt:sidcs their factual information, the context in which the 

hi tory is Jes1..·ribcd i also imp<ntant. Perhaps it is better to say that one comes to know 
the mis,1onarici> in their particular ,inntion, and \,hat they thought about it. 

All the hook, dealing with the history of the CCAP do so in the sen e nf missionary history. 

Ev.:n the dissertation of J>auw, \\ ho intended to describe the CCAP. The history of the 
CCAP in ecclesiological terms must still he \\Tittcn! 

Li\ ingstonc . erved a, an in. piration tu most missionnries, e\'cn to those of the DRC 
i\ Ii ion. l le \,as a Sent and ihe pioneer of Scottish missionary \\ork in ~1alawi. 

I11e DRC mi,sionaries .i~sociatcJ themselves \\ ith the. mi:-;.sionarie., of the Scottish 

churches. They were kinsmen. The pioneer mb.)ioririry A C ~1urray \\a a descendunt of 
Andrew i\ turray \\ ho came from Scotland37. 

Both Scots "groups" thought of themselves in terms of nn evangelical theology. 

In stud.}ing the primary and secondary sources one becomes intensc.:ly awa1e of 
historiographical and technical problc.:m" related to the CCAP. 
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Cl l,\PTER .l 

HIS l'OlUO(;R\PIJIC\L A~G 'l'l:CJ l~lCAL J>i{()l;IJ:.,1. m:r.ATEI> To TIIJ: u· ,, 

l~TRODL'( TIO:\' 

fn sun C) in!l it, h1 !Or) and sources i1 i, oh, iou 1hat the s1m.fcnr of 1h1.: his1ory of Nkhoma 

S)nod f:ice, a range of hi. toriogrnphkal prohlems. ~fuq of the ,Hi.Iil.tblc sourc1:s ha,c an 

uncon,cious or a con,dou~ h1,1 . ·111is is c~pedally lrL1c for tho. e source,,, ri11cn during the 
prc-scien1ific perwJ. 

There arc :ii. o many tcdmical problem,. rhc official document, and secondary sourcl's 
and\\ ri!len in differcn1 1:mguagcs and 1ockctf in Jiftcrem archh c .. 

'· HISTORIOGR,\PHICAL PROBI.E,\IS IDE~Trr11:n ,\~I) E:\'l MEIUTED 

1.1 I\lh..,ionarJ n101h:1ti11n_., undt:r!) ing the accounts of missionary work 

The mi:,,sionarics \\ere sen1 by their home churchc_., and mi1-sionary socic1ics to proclaim 

and ,prcad 1hc Gospel in foreign and heathen countric.. Since they depended on the 

grants provided by their home church and. upponcr,, they alwa), felt 1he need tu repon on 
1heir acti\itic::- to 1heir aurhorilic:. and friend~. They \\ere expected IO s1imula1e the 
mis~ion:1ry cause. 

The missionary motive had an O\'er.11! eff cct on 1hc historiography of the young churches. 

To -'Ian with, 1hc missionnl) \\filers concentrated on the cuntnbution 01 the missionnrics 

\dthout paying enough n1ten1ion 10 the indigenous people \\ ho were their helpers. 

Biographies of mis,iorwries abo~nd! In these biographies reference to 1he acth ities of the 

indigcnou, helpers I made 0111.} occasionally. In .1dd1tion, the \\I i1crs cl1d not attempt :o 
\\ rite biographies of imponant indigenous hd1•er:-i. Thb i rather strange for the people at 
··110111e" were n,uch intere,tcd in the convens. 

i\knwirs of the mi:-sionaries had great appeal. The first book to be \\fit1en on the hislol) 

of :--.'khoma Synot' l:lfJaren in l\Iiddc Afrika, by TC B \'lok, published in 1901 is ~ctually 
n rncmoir (1he I 11.!,!l.">h 111Je (Jf the booi- would be "Ele, en Year., in Cemral Africa.") 

1 
As 

one 11f 1he pionr ~r 111: •. ionarie, of the DRC in .\ fala\\ i. his .tim w:1s to share hi-; experience 

\\ ith reader, to cn, urnge them 1,1 ,upport mb.,ion~ \\ith g1eatcr fen·our. 1 le l':tll. nr1 1hem 

to pr:t) for tl10:-e \\ ho h:1d been ":n cd through Jc:sus Chri.,t and for those \\ ho were s1ill in 
1hc darkncs~. so th:11 the) might accept l f1111 as Sa,iour .ind Lord. I le also requesh prayer 
for 1he acrcp1:111cc uf the mis~:lln:tries by tne indigcnou pcoplt:. 

\ 'lok: Elf.Jan•n in :\lidcf('n-Afril-:a, 1901. 

. . . 
,. I t 
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Io maint:11n their intcre t and ~upporr, much \\ a \, ritten about the m,ssiun:irie,. f n these 

puhlica1ion, the focus is on thdr per onal experience, anJ actidtics.2 Concerning ~1alawi, 

the life :ind \\ork of Dr l~ob-!rt I ~\\~ of Lhingstonb, · nJ the Stol) of Dr \\'ifliam Murray 

of ~):t~alanJ rccehcd much ut1cmion. Their biograrhie.., abo inspired the )mmg member, 
of their home churd1c~ to offer them eh cs a missionaries . 

·1 he t\\O boob on Dr l{okn l .• ms. a mi · 

from I 875 to J <J.27. ha\ e an outspoken rr . mini:.1er of the l"rec Church of Scotland 

.' approach.
3 TI1e first booJ... \\aS \\rillcn to 

cornmemormc the fiftieth annhcr,;ury of the founding of l.hingstonia ~li5 ion in ]874 by 

Dr Lm\·s of the f'rce Ch11rd1 of Scotland. It \I.as \\nttcn in 1921 hcforc he had actually 

re1irL'd from the rni sion ficlJ :ind thrLe ) cars before the annh er. al) it. elf. ·nw second 

hook \\a \\fitll.'n in 19.35 after hh, death. 11 reminded people and friend, of his inspiring 
'life and \\ ork". 

Tht· books l'Ontain invaluable informa1iun on the hi,tOI)' of I h ing:.1011ia S) noJ and the 

rnuntl)' in gener~tl. But there is no recobni able rcfcrl'nce 10 1he p.m played by indigenous 

helper:- in the book \\ ri1ten by Jame John:-10m:. There are some reference, to the 
indigenous helpers in the book of WP l.h ing-.tonc. 

DaJ break in Li, ing,tonia hy James W .lack Sch out t J appraise the work of Robert Laws. 

The approad1 is I) pi call) th,tt of a mi I< •nary. The people in Scotland had heard about 1he 

bad wnd•1ion-. among 1hc people m \!ala,, i: the slave trade, \\ar ra1 I , and puverty. The 

hook intended tu give them an accurnre picture of the situation und of\\ hat l ivings1onia 
,\fission \\as already doing to relk~e the situation. 

Much historical information on i\'khorna Synod is to be found in the biography by the Re\• 

~1 W Retief, William ,\Jurra) of ~)asaland. It Jc cribc:, the life anJ v.ork of Dr William 

I I ~fLma), a DRC mi:-.sionary from 18')2 10 1937. The book highlights the missionaries anJ 

the contribution made by 1he ~1urray family 1o mission \\ork in Mala\\i. It Joes not give 

much a1te111ion 10 1he contribution of indigenous helpers. I fr, overriding motive is to 
stimulate the 1nrcre t of supporter~ in hi. home country. 

Donald Fraser of l.i,ing\lonia. \Hillen in 19J4 by his \\jfc Agne~ I-rascr4, falb into the 
sarne categof) tif a mis ion:tf) ·mo1ivatcd pre:..entation of the hist<>!)'. 

., 
Cuuk:Thc \~iring of South ,\frkan Churdt lli,1ory, in Sou1h Afric:111 I li:..torical Jourm1l t--:c, 2. ~O\emher, J\170. p 110. 

I iving,ione: LI\\, of Lh ingstonia. :rnd John tone; lfohlTt L:I\\ uf Li, ing,tonia. 
Fr:i,er: Donald l ra,1;r 111 Lh in~stonia . 
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\\' J-\ Elmslie's Among the: \\'ild Angoni5 ,s pe1hap:. Pn<: of the bt.>:,I ex:.unplcs of this 

missiun:iry ::ppruach. I k t..:11::, ho\\ tfiffirnlt it was fnr the rnission~1ries to bring the Gospel 

10 the \\arlike Ar1 gon1 p('oplc. n,e tribe had migr:..itcd from So.uh .\fric:i, conquering the 

peaceful tribe:- in ~bl:1\\ i :mJ settling in th..: north. IL luok tht: mi,siunanes many year:, of 
h:ud \\ ork and p ·.i~ ~•r tn h:..in e,t the fruit r,f their calling. 

\Vhy did the mi,sionary \\ 1 itcrs not record the part played h) the indigenous pcuple in th, 

mis,ionary \\1>rk and church? It \,as certainly nut done imentinnally or on acrnunt of 
ignoranct.!. 

Was it becau~e of the id!.!ntit) of these helpers? llie missionaries came to Africa, and to 

,\1al:..iwi in particul:tr, at a time when sl:l\ e trade was pr:icticed. The Arab:.. bought people 

and S'lld them at !:-la,·e markets along the east coast of Africa: Sufala, l\blindi and 

Zanzibar.
6 

There were uibal wars and slave raids in many parts of ~falawi. The 

mission:.iric!> \\Cllt out of their way to stop this c\·il tr::ide. They rcscu('d some indigenous 

pt!ople from '>la\'c raiders and kept th~m in their camps. It is a fact that the earl) Christian 

communities comisted mainly of rescued slm·cs and sla, e refugees. The missionaries 

taught these people :he \\'orJ of God and help..:d towards their con\'ersion. In later years 

some of them were trained as k::i.cher-evangelists to assist the missionaries, but th~ 

mission3ries considered them as sla,·es \\1th no identity. Is this perhaps a reason wh) the 
missionaries did not h:..ivc.: the urge to \Hite :.ibour them? 

Another factor accounting for this bia~cJ neglect could be culture. ·n1ere \\as a vast 

difference between tht! cultural b;ickground of tht: missionarfos anJ that of the indigenous 

peuple. The Western culture of the missionuries re4uired that they should keep a written 

record of their history. But the culture of the indigenous people had not yet in\'enkd any 

form Df writing which could be used for keeping their record~. All the African, ar,d for that 

matter the Malawian, had ,,as a gooJ memory so he \,·as able to rememher events and 

narrak them to relatives or descendants. While the history of the mi,sionaries was 

conspicuous in its \\ rlltcn form that of the indigenous people by hidden in their memories. 

The problem of the oral tradition is th:1t as time goes by, some of the details or facts fade 

aw:iy. ft becomes difficult to det..:rmine the truth. B~sides, in our day modern Africa is 

WC!>ternized and docurnemation of it~ or:.d tradition has become a priority. 

5 
(1 

l]m~lie: Among the \\ ild AngonL 
Retic:f: op. cit.. Jl/:1', p 4. 
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1..2 .\lisrnnccptions concerninl! the mi,,ion;t1) su1,L· nnd \1orl- of !he DRC 

The mis,iona,k~ had to 1\atch 1hdr rel:lti1Jnsliip, both in r.:,tl life :mu 111 1h,•ir ,,ming,. 

Sometime, their rclation:-.hips \1ere not good. Th~) 11ere not free from pr1.:judic(', 11crc 

often l·tintempturnh of e:1ch other anJ rt·porteJ Ill uf or.t.: another. Rh;ilf) m.uk· i11r mud1 
ill -feeling. 7 

ThLre werl? al,o mi,co111:.:1Hio11, c11nL'erning 1h.: 1101k of the URC 111 ~1Jl.mi. ·n1e Ri:\ .\ I 

\V Rctief aimed tu correct the m1,rnnl\.'PI ions \\ hich h:1d liccn ,pr~ ,1J abnut the rni,,1un:tl) 

work of the DRC among Africatb 111 his hook \'ero\\cring, ,ir C'hristu, puhlbhed in 1948. 

(An Engli~h 1ransl:.lliun; William ,\Jurra) of :\)asaland \'th 0111) pub!islwJ in ll
1
.58 ,~ 

\\'hat exactly these mi,wni:eprit>r1, 11erc, ho,1c,er, tile 11ritcr lloc., 11t11 say. The tudy 

Oc,elopm('nt of :\lissional)· Attitude~ in the DRC in Soulh ,\frica h) \\' ./ \:tfl llcr ,\!t•r11c 

inc.licarcs what th-:) \\er1.; all about.CJ 1 hey might well ha\'t' i>l'cn the conflkt het\\'t'l'n the 

Europeans anc.l the African~ which blot the hi~tury of South AJrii.:.1 .inc.l the pr1>hkrn nf 

racial discrimination in South ,\fric~t. Was the treatment ,1l!id1 1he Africans r~ct!in:ll trom 

the Dutch more cruel than that mered out to primitive peoples hy uth1.•r European nation,? 

Much has heen \\ritten on the f:tct that gradually th!.! Dutch-Cape 1.'olrn1i,ts spoke out 

against intermarriage anJ preferred a lifc,t}le of cultural Jirfcn:ntiation. 10 An Hiler 

miscon,;eption may h:ne been the P: ,sional) approach \\ hid1 th1.: Dutch inherited from 

early Protestantism. Until the end of the 18th ce111u!} missionary \\Ork ,1as con,idcretl a, a 

duty of the "Christian" .,t· ·e. Only gr,1Juall} \\as mi:-.sionary ,,ork urg:111iscJ hy indhiduab 

and !-iponsored hy societies. The public 1.."hurch at the Cape in:-btcll 1h..:1 rni,sion.1ry ,1 ork 

was a conc1.:rn of the church. The!-ie ,,ere conflicting \.iew~. In ~pile uf th1~, mi,,ionarir.>, or 
other llenomination:i ,,ere ,tllo eJ to llo missiun ,1ork, hut thl.'ir c11merh ,1e1e expected to 
be baptised in the DRc.11 

The impre!-ision ever since ,, as 1hat the DRC \\':.ts ~1g;.iinst mi,sionary \\llrk. !'he f.ict of the 

matter is that members of the DRC Church could not agret.: \\ ith the phil:1111liropic way in 

\\hich the London .\1issinnary Society conducted ih work. During the Anglo-l3oer \\';ir the 

English accused the "hoer peopk" of cruelty to the coloured peupll' anc.l an a\ersion 10 

mis,ionary work. It \\JS to remo\·t> the:-.e misc,mceptions th;t1 the English tr.111,lation 

\\'illiam i\lurTn) of ~°)asal:.Jnd \\as published. By realli11g tl!i, h,iok rhe critii:s ,•.ou!J J..:11m1 
the honest) of the missionar1 \\ ork of the DRC. 

7 \\'esterrnann: Africa and f'hrislianity, pp l 7-+-170. 
:-; Retie[; op. cit., 19.58, p v 

9 \'an ller \1er\1e: The Dc,r:lopmcnt of \li\sionary \ttitudc-, in the Dutd1 Reformed Church in South Africa. 
JO Ibid p 69. 
11 Thid. p 69. 
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\no ht:r .. 1.1.11pt tri r •.: 111:, 1 1 , .ih u! . lllc !>RC. ~ to •t>'n.:: h 1111.:nibcr, i, 

l,'c ho 11,. of I DJ P\. , \ 'I hou,,ind 11111ls in ll1l' lk.trl of \11 ka, p.ib'1,h(;d 111 11/0\ I le 

,,rote 'J1c b nk to l .. ': 1lr t:,l Jc. Ii:.:., ople, L ;1-.c ,!y I "I lbh-,1 .1k'11 • CIHhtian-, \\ho had 

il!tlc kn1l\\'.c J::c of the 1111',,·on \\urk du,1t: tn 1l1c DR(' Ile <.:. 1, :1ttentio 1 lO tl,c eh:r:il 

cnd~ .. ,,,.,r., of th-. l>h( to C\tL, d ( 1 r:,t\ I 111 d ,m .. nion• t 11c un1.;, ·;hd, '10th \\lthrn 

,me!\\ llht1 ,t the ( U11lll\ ..... ;.:? Ir .. ful'lJI, IS on th1,; { ,Jrdi\ mi,,H,n \\Ork \\i11d1 \\,IS bd'lg 

done in Centi :ii \tril,I tll .. t i,, 111 7 ,rn1bi:,. Z111111,1b,,e ,md \!,d,m i. I le h:.d :1<.·tuull) 

r:,\\.:, ~d to th .. sc llll 11
1 riL~ and k.:pt J u,J)•to•cl~,y n,:rnrd of l11,, encounter, 1\ith the 

mi,~i(ln,iric., of t11e I )R, at th~ d1tfrr m mi, ionary st,1tio11 . 

So ofkn iftHlrtccl, thl· • 1\, •n.mv, of the DRC gre.1tl) c,mtr l,utcd to thl! rl.mtint of the 

Church in CL11tral ,\fr11. 111 11;, d1,,er1. tion I\ .• cr Bol111k strt,;"s~c-. tlm f.1ct. ·1 he main 

obj,•1.:th e of hi ,tud) To1H11 ll, Churd1 L nion in Znmhia 13 i<; to gh c a l'titkal aclOUIII of 

.1th:tt1pt,, t, 1.irch unmn 111 /..i111hh1. l rJt; t.·111ph1,1s b ,,n the imnl,cmcnt of tlu: 111i.,sio,1ary 

,,orJ..: qf the DI{( m ( c,1:r.d \fric.!. M ch :iucritror: 1, p,11d to :'\'khom.i S)nod, ,,hich \\:ls 

the tir I d.iughter d urd1 uf the DR(. to enter o;uch .i union in 192<,, \\Ith the < hurch <if 

<'t.•n,r.tl \Inc..,, J'rt.'!.~)lt.dJI' \\111c.h I au l•c.!n for,llLu h) the I-rec Churd1 of Scotland anJ 

1

1
11.' ( hurd1 uf s ... otl.trd l\\l) \t.', •' P"C\iou,ly. In ,I \\a) he \\,lntc.:d j>C1lple 10 knm, that the 

DR(' had a:-. much m s~1on:1l) \ is1on as 1Jthcr churc11l..·s. I le \\JtllcJ th~•m to re:diLc tliai 1hc 
DRC \\ as comm11te:J to :he great rnm1111,sio11 and \\,1 seri011c; about vbiblc unity. 

Su~piciun ahl,Ut 1'11.• DH.1 · a 'd th mi,._, nal) o,nrc:1ch prc\:tils. In our t1m1.• it Is ~aid that 
:he DR( prac11,c, r ~ ,ii d1 er min 11,111 :md h:..s ln'-t its soci:..J culling. 

I .3 l\li si1 1 U) ,111rk and lite ctrllur,il and sudologkal orh•ntalion 

Io further nus un.,f) \\ork ,m undcr,t,111d111g uf th.! culture of the pcopl • concerned, 

md .. din • tl ctr I .... , .. 1 '.!, rdi~1on, lci,urc, soda! life, 111.1rri.1gc, ol.'.i.:up:.rions anJ the ltke • .re 

of pr. 111.. 1mpnrt.tn<.I!. , h\ t:1<.1 b c, iuc111 in the \\ nun~~ of the 1111.,siunarie~ 'J11e) often 
de,rnbcd tt:e pcopl"' r.. ,; \\ hom they \\Orked ,\ lustly the,;c dc~cdption, arc ha.scc.J on 

t
1
1t.!1r 0\\11 ub,t:n,1t,1,r•, .111d p.:r.,un, I contact. It i~ not1ccabll.! th 1t their juJgemcnt on 

c,cr.tl: "P .:ts d1fkrs. Sonw 11 ... ,c \Hittcn \er; nct;ati,cly :,hout the cultural bacf..grou•1d ol 
11. pt11plc ol ,\1.i'.h\l, ,di1ic nthi.r .,re m.ich more po~11i,e. 

I h .. f1r,1 thr .. 1.• d1.1p: .. •r, ot I Im •:c•5 L1ool.. Among 1hc \\ ild ,\ngu11l arc on the hi-.tory of tht. 

\ llll' 1Jt:opl.!, their .. ,h II), cu toms ,,nc! bel1d,. I le tni:J to u11-lcrqa11d tile people 

ll ·u o •i<.:. 
1

h ,m 
1 

,JI· r, r lt r {, !1., to c11,1hlc him h> l,O 1111,siun~:-; \\Wk arnoni• them. I Ii­

.. ··1 Jltn \\Jr. Ill 
1
1 ,' ' 1 'll h1 to.~:: p~r,p~ lhc: t1 C A .:oni i' ·op\: .. mong \\horn the 

I.! Pi1 I'~ , , \ 1 lwus:w l \Jik, in the· flc~111 of' \lrka, p !Yf 
'~ B1 :, 1J.;. Tm1.11 d• C'hur ·h I nio11 in Znmhi.l. 

- - . 
. ' .. . 

. '- . . ' .. ./ . . ·. . , . 
. . 
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•' J •~ I 

• I I 
1 I ,, ,,, .,, l l'•f'CI.! uf 

l\lll l \Cfl .. ,re dt;t.irl 

,.d 111..• ., , 

1hc- \11 i, ,1 

1h111I, hl !r , , 
I • I I 

I I 

... 1liur tl, / I I 1 I 
JI d r1.., 1 11 I , d1, :nit\ ~llll1c111s in 

I h ,r pr1..,1.. I II r . d 
J._ \,.. 11 IJlnll ! ol I jll fr, l I 

I 1,hl.\lf, u ' , I' r. " \Ir 
ho ,J.. \I fll !t..• 11 i \ I ',, I) .t J ,sl II 

, t • ,r. .•II\ , •nif11..,1nt 11 11.:11 •r. in• to 1r:11..·c 1hc 
1 

\. ll 

.i I .i,11,
1
, •1,1 .,r .. lrll1c,1 1 'kn ·e, ic11 ·nl( the 
111

1
1 1

11
1." r "' 1n.1r,l, w lhe present. 

II .. · , l11 •1,.•11n , pt op:1.:. \lwrc;ing to them 1hc 
.. ,,,.on .. , 11. • ., \\tr 1.i ,, ,, J m I p .. k ti I he rnf I urc • 11~ r .. :,!!IL•,1 rjf the pcuple. The 

I 1stor1:rn mu .. t ,tuJ) th· 1111,,1011.tn mmd,, 111.:ll ,1 11,t, Hllk:rn ~111ic1,m to :ssl.'!'iS 1hc truth. 

In 1hi, re•: nJ l,m u. •c •Ji;, • , 
1 ,! dc,t ''I' nc,;111 are mo I c11l,l..'hlc", g. I ,>r 1m,1,111cc, in 

11 h,:t ,1 .,~ J1J mi~,1tln.trit. nc p tc, J,.., d, ,p rhc J.,n •.i.1 l'. 01 ti ,.. people, and 11 h:H 1wrds 

11,..rc d1t1s1..·n tu prod.1arn 1hc c;, pc.;' ,incl 1r,11hl . .rc:: I Joi) Scriptur<.:,? In 11h:.1 scn,c :tnJ 11ay 

:ire th ... tr,tml.111011 of 1hc B,l1lc, :he pr(lc!,.immg of the (ju,;,pcl, 1hc mir bt ·y of the 

indil'~ ll<it1-. clam:h arJ :he inldpr,.:1,11ii1n of the lmh>I) of the church re\ ,'Jlrng 1he 

thcolng1cal .1,1d u:iolo!:ic,tl concept~ of th1..• rr.in,l,,tor,·? lntcrc,1111
5 

is the 1:1r1 11Jat th~ fir t 

1r,m,l~1tion u: the Biblc ,, .1, dl)nc IJ\ p1<•1ci;t,u1t. predtiminantly DRC mis~ion~iric ,. Later 

on thc Bible: Sod.:1y Ill Mal,m; tr:.ns'.1tcd tl,c '\',;1\ Tcst,lmcnt 11110 moJcrn Chkhc\1.1. The 

tra11sl.111on 1\a, .1 united ctf1•1t uy tl1e Protc,;r, nt Church..!, .111J :he l<Pm.in C,ttholic 

( hu1d1. l11 th:~ \cnrurc \khl1lll,1 S)nud pla)cLI a ,cry in•port,1111 role. flirce uf it'i 

min:qer~ helpt·J in the trans:,11 on: the Re\ Dr J f) J :I Ste) tic~. thc Rev Ci A Kach:.jc and 

1hc 1{1.:, FE Ka1:ill11ku,:1. n:c 1r.11i..l:n1011 uf the :-.;c,1 I c,tamcnt \\:ls published in 1972 by 
rl.<: B1!,Ic Soc1ct} l)f ~!al,m I and b lilied hy ,tll dwrchc., \\ itlll>Ut exception. A i;rud) of c:ich 

11,111,',1tio11 -,•1d ,t cumpar'sc,n 01 hr,1h c.rn be hi,;,wric.1'!), thcolr,fic,ill) and sodolork.tlly 
mo~t hclpfu!! 

14 'I he Jo;1rn,1I ul' Ro),11 A11thrnpor11gir;il ln,-tilutc 11fCre.11 Bri1ai11, rno,J, \ ol X~IX pp !Qf.J,).2. 

, ., It l' bo( k " .. s ru 1t;1\ cd h\ r Cullen , ou 11~ 111 tht 111:.0 ,ui llt', \M, ,1, \ ol .,_ I 
1
J;4, pp 2-l~-.'.?4<1 

. ' ---- - . . . . 
. . . . ' . ·. . ~ ' 
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1.-l l'ht nil >nial hi:i.., fJf111i,~ion,1rie, and mission,H) ,11 i1ings 

.\ 1. ,n,dou 11 otl\~rion and (p<'l11:calJ bi,1, :, :he \Hitings I I l,J.... •r ... at rn1,s,or .. 1r) tr,ncllcr, 

Dr U· \ 1 I I h ;, g'-11 inc 1 ... \\ ell knrh, n. \\"rit:ng a h:t : ... r to l'rof Sl.dht \\ 1<. k \\ lH, rtdt d :h 

c.hairm:111 nt (Ille of the l!Kd:ngs 11f the Sc.'na1c in Cam,,:- .! hi.' c,p1c~,1.·d tlm lnas a:-. 
fo!l1l\\s: 

\
•' I 
• I I 

rec.._•,,, 

C ht,rd1. 

"rt1at )ou lll.t) ,.· \1. ,t, \a- ide., ut 111) obJ1..;.::s, l m .. y ,tatc that they lime 

more i 11 them r ha11 111c, :, !ht \ c. 111 ... v n, c r. it ,nerdy 1.'xplor:.11nry, for I 

go with the intention "' ht'ncf"itin!! ;,nth ! 11.:- •\tril.in and my u,,n 

rnuntr) men ... ,\II this mnch111cr} :ia~ i,,r it-. ri• ren,ihk objcn the 

dl.'\L lupmcm of Afric-~111 trade ,llld the promotion ut ch ilizati•Jn: but -., hnt r 
<.,m tell tu nc,ne, hut :,ucl1 n~ )vu, in ,,horn I hn,·c c,in1idcnc1.• i, thb: I hope 

ii 111:1) r"~u lt in an Cnglbh Col,rny in litL' health) highlands of Central 
Africa.' It 

1l11s n
1

1<.s,:m: r)-imperi:ilistic pcr,pt:ctivc, .\ bl:m i ",1u!J prnb.1bly not /Jan.: 

tlie -..io•· .,' llut hb \Us 
1
1C1t the only 1.:ulonial n1t>ti\c 10 scn·l.! the Chri. tian 

IJ; ~ •., 

· ,, c wa, i·rimary to !ht: coming of tit: mi5sionaric~ of the 
l, 1.. ,I r \(rjl'[i in ]%1, 

I he Saiptural spccil1r:1tio11s fnr 1mssion:10 \\nrk ,,er.., n111 adltereJ t'>. i\Tal:m1 \\'a:i rukd 

by tht: British gmemmcnr in Cl
1n,ulti11g the mi si1inaric-; Some ()f the mis.!-ionarie~ \\Cr1.• 

appointed n, mcmhcrs of !he \:),h:,l.111d I e,f.:!i:,l Hi\e Co,,ridl in \\hkh the; di, ,:-,,eJ 1:-.!-illes 

cor,cerning the running of lf•e go'.'crnment. 17 J L Prct,Jri r,, :, DRC mb ,ional} was asked 

b) the ~)n,: l.111d Gu,crnnr to st•n..., in the It' isl:t1he Cuuncil 111 1954. Jn .i w:iy tlie 

1111,;sionarics \\ere n.'prc,c111a11,ts of tilt! indigt nc1 ,,; pl'Opit:. 18 Under the,e circum~tancc:-. 

it \\as inc,·it:1ble that thc.-ir rcp(lrt!'.i llll the ( llllrd: in ,\l.•J:..,\i \\uuld shllw a rolonial bi:i:s. 

·1111,; ''mis-;1on 1r,' 1.

1 
t,rd1 \\'IS •"\11,,• .... d (il'C \\:th lhC ( 'hri~tin.11 g<ntr11mc11t of r:ug und. Ir" 

s:id 1u nl,te th,11 '-Ol ·1 .,tter \i;.il:,\•,i bv .• une .in itl'lepe .. dclll so,cr,•ign ~:ate within t.1e 
< \,mmom,calth 111 l')Cl➔, m,iny rni,,1011.1, !l'' :01 .:, ~ge:•, e,) kft t,1e l.·c •mtry. 

A prime cx:,mplc of lO!ornal hb c:111 be found in 1hc l:i,wrical \\r!l111 •s of All'x:rndcr 

l le1l1ernick, a missiuriary JT1irm1er oi the Church ,,f ..ico.l.1nd m \laf:1,\: :rum ]()f3 to •129 

r k ~en ed as a scrior member , ,f the N) asal.111d r ~· ; I.1th . l u.1", 11 , r 111, I <1r1.., • > I 
1
1 lJ .i11d 

~s 1111oft1ci,d mcmbtr from 1022 to 19..!5. In hi, hop"• ! fl(: R ,,11::nre of H!,111r_uc, 

Ti1- \1oorhnu,e: 'I lll0:,"7.;iouadcs. p D.5. 
:- P. d1:11: <•r. l !., r ;-,;.;, 
l~ !',Ill\\'. ,~p. (.'![, p .,(1(1, 
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(> 
1 
kit, rn \t. \\TIIL, 01 1 ,\ , 11<, H 111c ( hur h hut , I .i ,, 1 i, t the Jll \,!1c, ,1f the 

Ci1•,.:r m~m 
1
'
1 

I le Jl'l'-1.'llh t1
1t; l1mcrn.,1c11t h:, ,ll Ill h,111d \\11 1• the cl1Jrd1. 

I 111,, , h .. 1, \\h1 h \\,, pcrh.1p, lllld\oid,1hlc, 1h.1, 111 h1, h iok l >p Pad \\ illiam \lurr.t) 

cl ,,nit Cl11ct C.11\\cr1. .ind the l<1l11ru.il r1.•prc cni.111,c ,mcJ, 1.·tcJ ,1,, fO·bet\\CCn urrmg 

t'lc ( Jnl'f ·.i a1.r1.;ll ifr11i,h r 11c.:!O But m thi, '':t) 'tc made 1hc ucc.:c.,~ of 1111 011 .. r, ,,ork 
•Jcpc, de.a,, •he , '- of 1,1c Hr111..,h gmcrnmcnt. 

\'c, crthcle ,, one ,hnuld not forgc1 the prccar,ou, ,i1u:,t10, 111 \\ hich 1hc m1ssron:mc, 

found 1hcm,1.: I\""· l'h1.•~ , •• rrc "ohl1gcd" to he the mtermccl .. 1ri1., >f th .. 1,, o fc,rei!!n, .111d 

often c..ir,lll!,!l'd, pcl\\ c rs • !ht: dud), on the one hanu, and nn t c <Hh1·, t 1 .: colonial 

!,.U\ crnml'.nt under ,, hose ),0\ crd '111) the) had come 10 prca ... h 1hc Gospel nl Jesw, Christ . 

. \, !-.Ud1. 1hc) multi not lmnur one ahme the other. Some 1111, ,on;..ri .. ., \\Crc thrcmcncd 

\\ 'th death hv 1hi: :oc:.I chic!, hccau!-.e of their a,<.oc1: 11011 ,, 11h 1hc colom:ilish and 1he 

.111ncxatio11 10 1he Bri1,sh gnvcrn111e111 111 JSl)I, 1 o a grc:ner degree, 1he protection nf the 

mi-;.,ion.,n1; from .tllack and cxtermin:11ion b) the i'ld1gc11ou-. people \\as prmidcd by the 

colonial gm ern111c111. .:! 
1 

lltc) also i.1oppcd ..,Jave trade and m this ,,ay brought peace 10 the 

countf). The mi,,ionaric, enjo)cd the peace and used it to prdclaim the Go!-.pel 1Jf Jesus 
Chri,t to 1he people. 

1.5 The 11nil:i1crnl \l:l) ol \Hiti11g hi lnry 

The fundame111. I p1oblcrn 1., the foci th,11 the\\ ntmg nf the h1,1of) of 1hc <'hurcl. 111 Mal:m i 

W.t!-1 unil.1tcr,tl ·1 he ir1portant figures \\Cre the m,-.siotnncs or 1lwir -;uppor1c1 . The 

\fr1c:,n hclp.:r, ,,ere not 111cludcd or referred to. Jf m1cn11on 1, called lU an African. it \\US 

done lor tht' sai;:c of the mhs:onaries or the nmsional') c:1u,e. 

When it come, lo the cxtcn,1on c,f the church :1mong their o,, n peo~Jc. 1hc ,, ork of tnc 
hi.:lpcr, \\ho" i:rc truincd O) the mi~-;1011.1ncs l'annot he undcrc,11m:.1ed . .?:? 

\\ tll1.m1 ~lumi) ment.o.~cu 111 Op Pad th,11 1he c\'._.ngcli'lt'i ,,'10 ,,ere sent out to C\':tngclile 

l\\o b) I\\O, ,0111. .. t1111cs for ,1 fonnight before lhc) rcturnuf to the nrn,.,ion :--t.1i'on. \\Cre 

ubligi:d 10 hnnJ 1n \Hillen •epons of their :1c1hitic,.23 l'nionu,1:11cl) for the historian 
thc,c report, ha, c hc.!cn lo,t. 

,~ 
-·' 

I lcth1.: rn,.,·t.: 'I'hc lfo~111cc of Bl,1111,,c. 
~lurr.1,. \\: Op Pad, pp .,5-83. · 
l':1cha1 (f d.J Th1.• I.art., Hist01) of :\1.tla" i, p WJ. 
AJ:i)i ,lll<l A) .. n(Jelc: \\riting \frican (. hurch llis1ory, 111 Pl:!Cr Bc,crh.111-, .. nd < arl I 
l lallc11l'rl'. ut1 ( I ditor, l: 'The l'liurd1 t to, ing rro111 ias.' p IJ I . 
. \lum,y, \\ Op 1':rcl, pp I"'.'!• I 75. 
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11, hi, hl1,1k On, '-')a,a \kker, pdhlbht"J in 11131, AC ,\!1ur:1: 11enuo1H, 1h:11 when Ii<: 

rccei\CJ :rn 1m 11.i1in11 from Cl11d ~lpcll'llI 111 ISCJ,._ 10 ~end n rni,~i1m~ry to 1e:1ch his pL'uple, 

he ,c:111 l\\o l'\:,n~•l·l1,1,
24 

\\Ith .i l,!llt fur thl' cl1i..:f ;111J a lelllr 111 the gml'rnme"t olfil·ial, 

Captain ;\!:irgl..',,011. In lm k·1te1 he requl'sted th:1t the t\\O C\:tnt'.l'li,t., ~hould J):l\<.! tlk• ,,ay 
" I ' I I ' . "., .-; lur th: 1.'11n1111g 11! Ill' \\ Jill' 111h:,,J(l!l:tTJe,. --

lhi.! intere~ting point 1, that the r,,u 
l'\:111gi:lr,1~ \h·re nut l'OJ1s1dered 'mi,sion.irie!-." at ,di! ·1 he n.1mi.: "n•is:-,ionar)'' w:1~ on!: L1.,ed 

(and ,tiL i, t11tia~•) for \\hite Chri,1i:111, ,ent l1lll to \\ork fnr lhc I ord. ·1 liir;, rn11not:1t1on 1, 
1

1<,t acco1ding lu Scriptu,e and i, e,idl'nce of :111 unilateral c1)11cept ufnii,,1on:ir_: work. 

rlic.· ;'l fal:m i:m helpi.:r, did nut keep :i \H1t1en recorJ nf their activities: , ith the 

1111,,inn:11 ic,. !'hey onl_v re111e111hl'reJ ,ome of th..: act,, itic.:, and related lht'.111 w their 

fm.'tl(h 11r relati,c,. Tl1('1e i, an 11r~d tradition 111 thi~ rlg:lfJ h11t it is fading. 

l.11 The pcrs1111al :l',lJl't<I in lhc n:cnrding of mhsion:111 work 

'rht: frt,·t that the (111b,11,11ary) \HilL'h rel.11ed hi,wrv mo~tl) nm b: referring tu oflicial 

dol'Un!L'nts of lhc r hurd1. h111 in term, 11f the r L'XJh.:rr~nci.: and ohsL'f\':.ttion,. b illlpllrt:tnt. 

11 ~upplil's thl' (cllurd,) hi,tori:,n \\ith 11Hnl' material. Bu t it mu~t he ,,.itdil'J and cltcckcJ. 

( )lfi,ial ,ource, c.111 lit: d1ed,cd, hut Juurnals ,tnJ diaries arc l>f a per,011:il 11,l!ure. 

r1ic \Hillng 11! r (' B Vlok
2

ti. \\hi) \~.i, the first to tell tlil.! '>ttlr) 11! :-,:1,,1,l)I11:1 S)nod, clcaily 

indicatl', that he used mamly his 111emor:, sor11c llf it \\ritten do\\11 in journ:ils anJ diaries 
kq11 I': A (. ,\ltJrr.t) and himi;.elf. 

n1e ,:irne i~ 1n1l' of .I Liu Plc:-,,1,\ ,\ Thousand ,\tiles in ! !-rt• J lea rt of Al'rica. I le rnaJc: much 

u,e ltf i111enic,,s \\llh 1111,si,marie, 111 lhl! ticlJ. l ie ,tlso LN~d kttas \\Tittcn uhout his 

111i,,11111:1ry tr,1, t•J-,. Th(::,c \\t'r1..· 11:-,cd tr, 1..·ompilc his book. I !is ,nurce~ arc therefore rc:tl 
situ:1tinm ,llld peopk hut n.•cord\.'d in a s11hJn:1in· w:iy. 

\\'r11111g hi, t1n,1k 011, :\) a~a Ald.;L'r in ll/JI :1fter 1h1..' 1111:-,swn til.!ld in I\1al:mi lwd het.'n in 

.::x1,;1cnl't t'or f1>rt)•l\\l1 )L":tr:-. AC \ lurray,'.27 11ke Vlok, abo u,cs ,omc \,rittcn :-,uurccs. Uut 

.1~ till' lorcm"sl p11)11cer mi,~io11:t1) he u .... cJ, lo a l,irge extem, hi_... per,onal report-,, 

l',p1,;r;e11,·1..'\ ;,11d llh~i.:r\ :111011, "h1clt 111:1: h:t\'c heen rec<,ru(.'d in his journal, anJ d1:1ries. 

111, earl) report, on 111i,si1lll act1\ lli<.:,; arc :i mine of inforrn:1tion, lall mu,t he crnkally 
',lltdi1..·d. 

~•! - ·~ r,:iri;--;>1 ~e,~gc.-lbt \\!b I uka~ Chingondo, hut the other i:-. not kno\\'n. 
~5 \ 1urr:l\~t\c·:uptrir..p Io5. 
2(1 In Ii\ [,ook 1:tf.Jarc11 in .\liddcn-.\f"rika \\hid1 \\:t:... puhli bed in llltlJ. 
27 ,\lurr:i_y. t\ C: Ons :'\')asa Al-.1-.er. 

. . " .-• . . . ' . 
. .· '\ 
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28
, \\'ill1;•m ;\(uiray in .'.\lhiri _\a \li,)oni _\:I DRC m'd.1iko la 

,\~a,;a
29 

:1b,o r<.?cord-. hi., m, Jl p-:rso11:tl e,pa1c11cl's and oh,cr-:Hinns. I le- undoubtedly 

used \Hittl'n sources but these are still ilh 0\\ n pcr,on:.il j1>urn:d, and A C :-.1urray'!'" 

personal jourrwls. rl1c hooJ..:-,, c,pecially th1: one ,Hitt en in Chichc\\'.t, contain 11:11J1c., nf all 

the mo~t impor1:111l per:-011, who pb)cd a r-:cogni;.ihlc role in the mi~~illn d1urch, both 

mis:-,iunarie:-. and indigenous pl..'oplc, and :1bo mm1c, of imporrant j'laccs. The Afnc:rn 

names could Illll have hccn l.'r,'-ily rCll1L'll1hen.-J unk,s they \\Crc fc..'l'ordt•d in his di;1ric, or 
journals. 

\\'hen attempting to reconstn,ct ,1i,tory, it can he e:-.tre111cly mblc:aJing to rely only 

onc'.s 1111.:111ory, t:\Cll 1f it i~ rn ,,ritll:11 form. All available :..ourcc.., must be gatlwrcc..l a, 

critically evaluated. Thi~ h;1s been done btely. for e,ample by l't>ter Bolink. In Tonar• 

Churd1 Union in Zambia,
30 

he refer.s Lo dwrch records :b \ll'll as oral 1radi1io11. The 

:..:1111e is true of Gerdicn Vc-r:.tr:tl·kn-Gil!111is \\ ho LJ\Cd d111rd1 source.., and 111:.iny intervie\\S 

as well as informants to gather information for her huok Front Dutch ,,fo,sion lo Reformed 
Church in Zamhia.J 1 

C t\1 Pauw also uses a ducu111e11tary approach in his wo1 k. 

CO.\'CLUDl~G IU:.'.\URKS 

It wouJJ be inrnm.:ct w create the impre~sion th.it cvt•1y hook \',ritlen by 1111 ~ionaries is 
mislcaJing bl'causc of its approach anc..l prc-tPnccptions. J lnwc\'er, i11 gen<.!ral nn\! mus! 

k1.:cp in 111int.l the concepts of a certain age and wntcxt. Whtie most book, up to World 

\\':ir II focirs pri111arily on mis~ionarv ,1ork, the n.:,tder 1-, al-,o prmiJcd with inlormntion on 
culture, pnliti~-..,, and rl.'ligion. 

The purposl! of introdul.·ing the p:inirular liclcJ and ih pePplc to 1hc 1,.:ader was 10 

~timulate interest in and encourage pr~1yer for rnissinnary work. It wa~ done in all sincNity 

hcc:nrsc of ti Scriptu1;tl u11tkrsta11ding (>f the missinnary l.'onrniand, viz. to challenge people 

in the homt.: d1urchl':-. to comr turward :ts 111issm11:1rics and tu support the\\ mk undertaken. 

:·fot nnly did missi,,11:11) \Hitings 1-'.h:ilkngt.: 111:iny penpk In lllake 1hc111sch'es a\':dlablc for 

missionary work, they al,o rcr,uadeJ people 10 donate large :-urns 11f rnonl'y lt> p:1y tlw 

mi,~inn:iric:-. and to l'stahli~IJ th,• mi,sinnar) l'ausc, espcL·ially lo build churd1cs, p:1r~on:iges, 
,c'111cds, training r1>llcgc~ :ind hospital,. 

2x :-.111r~\~J'atl . 
.;() ;\lurra,·. \\': .,lhiri ,a ,\lis10ni ,a DRC 111'dzi'-o la ;\\asa. 
'.-0 Bnlink·: 'l'cmarch d,11rd1 il11ioi1 in Zambia. · 
31 \'erstr':tl'lcn-Gilhui,; From Dutch ,\!is iun to Rl'fi1rn1l1d ('hun:h in Z:1rnhia, 

r • • • • t • • • l ~\ :a 
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2. 'lfCii~ IC \L l'l{OBLI:\ls CO.'\Cf.1(:'\l'\G 'IIIE \\RITI.\' (; OF 'I HE CIICRCII 
I ;J 'l'(lf< \' OF 'I IIE ('('\Pl \'l·d IO~J \ S \ :\01)) 

Besides the lmiono •raphical problems related lo the ,tud) {1f the history of the ('CAP 

("-:khoma Synod) there arc technical h,111dicaps. I11c.:,e are the rc.,uh of hi-.tol), th~ fact 

that th<.: church ha., a mi~,ional) hack!'round. This chun:h i the cx1cr1'1011 of the reformed 
DRC in South .\frica and in .i scn~c the Scottish Reformed Church. 

2.1 l>oc11111t1 111' \\riltcn in ,\fril..aan, 

~lo t of the hi,1orical sources of ~khoma Synod arc wriucn in either Dutch or Afrikaan., 

because the mi ~mnarics \\<.:re ~cnt out by the DRC'. A few of the sour~:cs arc in Cngli~h. 

bct.:1use many of the minister, and mic;sionaric~ had ,1 Sco11ish background. The Rev A C 
Murray actually translated ,urne of his rcpom and journal i111n Englbh. 

All official corrcspl)ndcncc from the t-.lission Supamtcndent al Nkhoma in ~l.11:mi to the 

Foreign Mission Senet,tr) in Cap.! Tm\n, South Afric:1, \\a written in Dutch and later in 

Afrib:ms. The same is 1ruc for the minutes of the :-.1is ion:il) Council and the annual 

rl.!pons, from the ini1;,11iun of the ,,ork in 18811 until 1%2, \\hen autonomy\\., gra111cd to 

the S) noJ of Nkhoma.
32 

ror almost eighty of i1s hundred )C,irs of existence, most of the 
official Jocuments on Nkhoma S)nod \\<.:re written in Dutch and ,\frikaan . 

Even tod,1y, a Nl'" letter lrom i\I,11:.n\ i i, written in Afriknan,. Since these new lc1tcrs 

report the mo~t important c,c111-;, enterprise, and npcricnccs, lhC) co111a1n \Cl) ,aluabk 
inforrn.111011 on the hi~tOI) nf Nkhoma S) nod. 

:-. I ost book~ on th hi'-IOI)' of !';khuma S) nod ha\ c hccn \\ n11cn rn Afrikaans by 
mi,sionarie .. < >nly l\\O are in English and one in C'hid1c\,a, 

rt1e problem i:. that the e important sources and hooks \Hittcn in Afrika.ins cannot be read 

by i\lal:m inn clrnn:h historian, since the~ dn not kncl\\ the language. nJ while there are a 

few b110ks in I ngli~h :,nd Chid1c\\:t \\ l11ch prm iJc ~nme lw,lorical information on Nkhoma 

S) nod, their focu is 1101 ~pcc1fic.1lly on Nkhoma S) nod.33 ·1 hey h,1,c hc!..!n \\ ritten for tht: 

l{eformcd Ch..,rch in Zamhi:1 ,ind the l'lrnr~h of Centr, I Africa Pre. b) tcri:m. I larare 

S)nod N<.:\erthclc,,. hr..·c.iuse of their direct rel:ttiomhip ,,ith i\'khoma Sjnod, they do 
contain some historical mform,11ion on this S)nud 

Pauw: op. cit., p \ iii. 
These• books arc: 'fol\nrd" Church l 'nion in Za111hi:1 I>\' I'ctcr Bolink: rrorn ,\lis,ion 
< h11rd1 to H<:lc, rmt·d Ch11rd1 in Zarnhi:i h, C:erdrcn \'cr"-tr:iclcn-Ciilhuis: ,\Ihiri ,a 
CC \I' Sinndi, a 11:tl'arc In \tb,,,~t :--1 S I >:111cel: K,1:tH•ra (A h>-tor. of the DRC0 in 
/.nmhta) O\ J \1 CronJt!. · · · 

. . . . . 
' ' . 
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2.2 RL·fr rcncc lo sources rela ted lo th e hhtoQ ol' ~J..homa Synod 
60 

\\'hen the 111issionarics \\'rote their houks <lll the hbtury of Nklinrna S)nod, they used both 

ducurnent:iry sotircl'_.., ,rnd !>el.."<>nd:il") sources. !\lost of them do not tahubte their sources in 

f,,otnotes or a ti:hliography. The ,ourccs U!-.CU wcrl.! on!) :.
1
iorauically mentioned in the 

text. 

The readers of these hook_., \\'ere a spl'l·ifk group of intcre!>tcJ and 111is,ionary-rninued 

people. f\fany of the.! hnoks hmc not been rcvicwcu. Thi, is an indication th:it the books 

were writtc.!n in the pre-scientific periou of church historical rc,earch. Yet for historkal 

research and th!.'. ,, riting of thl.! church history of ;1.faJawi, thi.:~e S<,urccs are uf prime 
1mporta11cc. 

2.3 The Hous i11;( of the Documents Related to the CC \Pin rmn.• rent Foreign Archives 

For a Malawian (church) historian another major probkm i~ the fad that 
1
11ost of the 

documents of the church arc kcpr ".ihroad". :\tte11tin11 \\ill havc to bc given to how to 

enable him to gain information from source~ far a\\ay, especially in South Africa. 

3. THE NEED FOR CO.\'SIDEIU\'G THE HISTORY OF 'l'IJE CC\P l'\ TER.\[S OF A 
f ll l.L-FLEOC U) I\DJGE:\OL S CHLRCH 

Th\: rcali;~ation of the historiogr:1phical problems conci:rning the CC'AP rnark, an historical 

awareness by thi.: indigcnou.-. members of the church. Among~t tht..: ,\ !al;rn ian mini!>ters of 

the Church in particular then~ is a typical <lc.?sirc to ha\'c the history of rlw Church 

intc.!rprctcd in full recognition of a church in its own right. The 1irne i., pa-t to treat its 

hbtory as part uf Ilic mission:11) history oJ a foreign church outsiJI.! ib boundaric.?s. 
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'fl IE l>L \ Fl {lfl\l :i\ J' \\I) I)\\\',\ or,\'\ l!IS l'ORIC \L \\',\f(l:XCSS I.\' ,H IUC.\ 

A:'\D \lALAWJ 

r/1e muthes for \Hiting .mu rc\\riting \fr;~:.n ch .. rch hbtor) are man) and varied. At the 

,ame tim.:, the) arc r.ot f:tr remmed from t .. c mi,sion.tf) mothe di~cussed in chap1er three. 

African historians· motiw for \Hiting their own church history i-. to set the 1ccord straight. 
to l"lquarc the miss1n11:1ric ' his1oriography. 

II i, only Imel) that chl!rch t,iswria11, from younger churches are emerging. ,\ccordingly 

their contribution "•·..:ry small comp.ired IO\\ hat the m,~~ionaries have already dPne. But 

they consider them eh c. c,dh:d b) , ~od to he the stc\\ ~ird,; of the church of\\ hich tht·y arc 

mini~1er anJ of 1his the, logical disciplme. After all, God has bestO\\CJ 1hc sprrit of 

historical con,ciousness on ,\frican historians in the same \\ ay as I I(• lw done 1hroughou1 

1he his1ory of the Western church. ff 1hr is accepted. 1he11 therc is no question of doubting 
the calling of African church historian to write hbtory. 

,\nd if the tr.1;11ing b) mi~-,ionarie~ has reall) pron"!d \\ ortlm hile after a century or so, then 

it is indeed\ ery necessary 1h.11 the indigenous people,, me their O\\ n church history. 

Of cour e it cnwrls a proce-.s of mo\'ing from oral to \Hillen hi~tory. The contemporary 

hi,torical awareness i. the ou1cume of a de\ cloprnent and a grm, ing (poli1ical) 

Jim11isfact1on \\ ith a mi~sionary and Western intcrpret~1tion of African history and culture. 

1. A'1f'E.\IPTS AI' \\JU'JTE\' CIIURCH JlfS'J'OJOOGH \I'll\' BY .\J,\f..,\\\'JA;\'S (I.\ 
Tl IE l'Jm.sc1Ei\'TIFIC l'EIUOD) 

The contLrnporary :m.irene~, to rcwrite the hrstor) of African and ;\lala,dun hi~tory is 1101 
,,ithou1 histnrkal amect:dcncc. In thi:, connection one must ab.n distrnguish bct\H~cn a pre 

sckntific anti sdcntific period. E,amplcs of indigenous a11cmpts 10 ,Hite hb1ory can be 

found from 1915 t>Jmard.-;, immeJi.1tely after the uprising of the f{c\ John C'hilcmbwc of 

the Pr l\'idcncc lnJu~trial \fj.-;.-;i(n in C'hiradzulu di trict. 1 Five .\lal:m ian'i di,tingui hed 

1
1

1em:.el• t', in history ,,rrting, ,ii. Robcn,on Nam:uc, a chil scnnnt of the colonial 

gmernn,.:nt ,md .in l'ldtr of 1:,,. r ,11rch of Sco1l.1nd :\liss1011 in Zomba; tic Re\' Stephen 

Kt:nd ... d1:,, one l • ,1
1

~ lir-.t t1rt.! 111,.d Afrr.:.,n (~bl:m:,111) minister<; of th~ Church of 

<icotl.111cl \1\s11,n ,I! /'>mba; 'f \! ~'hisu,c. a "-t>nior printlT of Blant}l'c ,\ lis~ion: Fliot 

- l~~t·1i'._l, i:1111,.-: :Um''" 1 
s L ,msinr of .io',n Chikmtm.: rc.>:id The lndeprnuent 

,\f1 k.111 ',, fJt:l I •e .,,, , ,1, ~~,11, 1:-11.' 'l11oma l•;;ct·. 
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K:ml\\an:i, a member of the \\'arch Tuwcr Sucict); anJ tli1: Rev 11.irry .\1:itechet:.t 

Ka111b\\irt. rninistc:r uf I3!ant)rc: ;'\fission and colleague of the Rev Stephen Kunc.lccha. 

Slwpperson says thc,e men\', rote c~~:1:,:-. on the rbing of the n\!v John Chilembwe \dthin 

s1, months of its <H:rnrrcnce. These ess:i)s were u:-.ed h) the cornmis,ion uf inq1..iry \\hkh 

\\as uppointc.:d h) the colnnbl gmernment in the \:trne yc..ir to im1.:.1ii;<1te the l':..tlls{·s of the 

upri~ir1g. The.: L's,a:,s h:l\c a p(Jlit:cal per,pecti,c.: :.ind motivation. But the
1 

\\Cre \Hitten hy 

Chri,ti:.ins, ITllNlj member:-. of tire fsl:rnt)rc: Synod. Th~•ir histurk:il thinking fwd bec:n 

de\·eloped throuµh the teaching of the missionaries, and \\L're therefore the tir.q recurJcJ 
historiugr:iphy by ~Jal:m ian~ in the e:.irly twentieth century.2 

62 

It is striking ru note that the Rl?v IIa1ry Kamlmin ;'\fatecheta (<lied 196-+). one of the 

origin.ti seven canc.lid:,tes for the <leaeunship and the first minister to be ordained by 

Bl:tnt)re ;'\J ission in 1 c1 ! l, st;pplied a ,:ornpre hl'n:-.ivc: \\ ri!tt:11 essay on the l'prhing of the 

Rev J ohn Chi lcmb,,e of 1915 for the commission of inquiry3. After many years his intere,t 

in history sho\\ e<l up again in 1951 with his book Rlant.) re l\Jission, ::\'khani za Chiyam bi 

cace. Of course one \\onJus why it ltJOk him so long before he wrote on the history of 

Blant) re Synod. Pre:,umahly much h:.id been forgotten. It is quite uh\ ious !hat he tried to 
correct omissions of the\\ ritings hy missioi ~:-ies who were mission al} min<led. 

1 k confinc<l himself to cli~cu:.sing the Church of Sl'otlanc.J Mission (Blantyre) and the 
suppon th..1t the missionaries rcndereJ to rescued slaves. 

I le rried to remember as m[,ny n..1mes as pmsible ,if l\I:tl:..t\\ians whn were rescued from 

sla\'e raiders and who \\ ere later taught by the missionaries to ~l'rve :ii the Blantyre 
.\!is~inn, such as Joseph Bismark and Kasago Sazuzc. 

His autobiography is aim of great interest. I le mcntwns that after being a teacl1\!r for 

many years, he and his C(Jlll'ague Stephen KunJc.:cha \\ere appuintc.:d by the rnis:,ion:.irics to 

stuc.ly to her•ume "minister, of rhc Word and Sacraments''! TI1cy \\ere taught by the Re\' Dr 

Akx:inc.ler II et hem id, anJ tht: Rl'\' R H :--:apier for two ye,trs. Alter they b:.i<l completed 

their studies, they \\ere ordainc<l on 1J ~larch 11)] I. They wc.:re actually the "fir:-t ~folawian 

ministers" uf Blam) re Sj null aft a almost thirty-fi\ c years of mbswnaf) work of the Church 
of Scotland! 

Right at thl' end uJ the book he llll'111ion~ the u11if;c~tiun (If the presbyteries of 

Livingsto11i;1, Blanrjfc.: ;,nu .'\kh<,111,1 lo furm the CC.AP. \V:is thi~ t1nifica1ion of mi:,sionaf) 

work by di\ ided \\'e,1crn d1urchcs the first :-ign of an hi:..tork:.il and ~ fal~m ian :l\\ areness·? 

3 
George Shepper~l>n: The pl:,ce of John Chilemh\\ t' in :1!:d:m i:.n his1oriugr:1phy. in 13 
Pach:11 ( Ed). The Early I tis10~ ot' .'.\fal:111 i pp -W~ ff. 
Ihid .. p41::'. 
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111 h1111 .: \\,1,. th.\t: 11pr 1-. 11ru•11 Cwd, It r l llll1d11 r,d, mph.11mu. (\\h11.h mc.111, 'un I) 
i- ,tre nft h ). 

\

1

1h, .. !!h !brr;, l\.anlH\ ri\ hn<k 1,; not ~tru{tUrt.·<l ,n a ')"tcrnati1.\ d1r1 111olog1cal .ind 

,..icn11t1c \\:J). hi: hims ffc 11 lnll'r\.,t III chur'-h hi,ror:. I le ·.,a, the l•r,1 African lO attemp1 

\\rllH'/! • iim,t thl' <. C \P. I le LJ,cJ or.ti tradition :ind proh.ihl) :ii o \\nttcn sources . 
• tl•l10ul!h the l.111 r urc 11111 ,hm\11 in footnote or .1 b hlingraph;,. 

\ 111,mhcr 11• a 111111 _r,1ph1,.,il 111111u,..rip1, \\er,· later puhlr,hl'd h) hi ,on ( lcmem u,ing 

the 11,1111e 1 t l' ~1,-.,ion.in 
4 

Tlm ,,a a rtc:orded attempt ut h1s1oriograph) b:, one of the 
t:arlie,t C"liri tran k:,J~r, of !he l C. \I . 

In 19.!<) Samuel ) 0'-1\:t !\'1h.ira \Hote thl' hook ~1..._,ambo.w in Chiche,\a. It \\as translatc:d 

i1110 Engli h b;, ·1 Cullen , oung under lhe ritle lkatlman's l'ntcrpri-.e: an une,pcrted page 

in C1:ntrnl ,\f'rk:111 hi<;101) . Chief ,\h,).1mho1a of Chibanzi in Do,,.1 dl'itrict ~!ahmi \\:t an 

imelligem m:in. Born in ( 1830 ?? ) he Ii, ed 10 ,cc the coming of 1hc Angoni people. the 

'"·olonial Brni~h people and abo mi~.,ion.irie, of the Dutch Reformed C'hurch for\\ hom ~fr 

:--:thara \\orkcd m, a 1e:icher a1 Kong\\C mi ~ion 'ita1ion • A1 thut stage it,,:,, a significant 

'-lCp taken b) .1 M.ila\\ ian in ~khoma S) nod 10 ex pres!'. hb op1 nion on a theme cm pl.a izcd 

m mi<;-.ional") \Hitings. Although 1101 pccif1call: conct'rned \, 1th the Church. it refer to 

omc a,pec1s of the hi ton of the Church, hec:tu!.c the chief and people of i\1<i)..tmbo:rn 
\ 111: 6e had earl: Chri<.tian connections,, irh rhe missionaries. 

Malmdan authors 'ilartcLI IO \Hile about ~lal.m 1an factnrs and lcadc.:r-. helping to make and 

U('\elop lhe C'hurch in ~1al:mi. In 1%4 :'\th.1ra al o \\fOtc a biograph) of the l~C\ ~amon 

Ka1engez:1 titled :\lhusa :\':1111011 Katen~cza. In thi, hook he ckscribcs the life of thi 

:..1.t1.mfr111 mini~tc.:r. r le c.111 aucnrmn 1n hem he ,,as cal'l•d b) God .is C\angeli~1 and a 

mini,:er of great "-tanLlmg in the ch.irch. In this hook references are made to the nm ton 

\\1lrk of the DRC. I le u.eLI both oral ,ource, and written sourcel> 10 compile hi!'> 5lory. 

Another attempt al church historiograph;, \\:tS made in rhe earl;, 1950's by Andre,\ G 

~ll,.uiich1 ,, ho \Hote a fort) •page .1ccuunt :..taziko a Pre" ickncc Indu,trial ,\fo,ion. 

Chiradzulo. '-°Ja~al:111d, 1900 ,\U (" 1"11c Fo,mdmg of the l'rmiJencc Indu. trial \li~~J(ln"). 

ndrc,, G \tku!i~·h1 \\:t~ a brother of Stcphcn ~!kulichi, rhc h.ad-te:11:her a1 Chilemb\,c's 

chool \\ ho \\ a, J...illed 111 the rising of John Chllemh,\ e. 6 The impon:,nt point of the 

.ic~·ourit •' the ri '"!:! of John Ch,:emh\\ e Thom:,s J'ric.~ needed the 111forma1ion for 

• ... 
5 

(I 

lh1J .• p41~ 

Bot·der. \\'or ILi Bihlim .1pl11c.tl Senc~. :,.;,> 15 I p 3(1. l11e more .1c~cpted Jat~ of the 
cnlf) ot tht' Angoni 11110 \lala,,i :, .ifter lb35, cf. l'au,, ,>r. cit p o-10. 
< >p. c11 .. r -n s. 
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compiling the hooJ.. ·1 he.> I nch:Jll ndcnt Hric,rn 7. ·111c account 1. not in puhli,h.:d forms. 

n1c I'rm 1dencc h1du,tri.d \1. ,1011 i~ :he churl'h :hat \\,1, l::-.t. bli,hed h) the Re\ John 
Chilemlme and i still 111 npt·ra11on .,11.!a). 

Telling i~ lhe f.tct that during tht .>r..:-,dcntific pt:iiod tho,c Ma1.m1..1ns ,,Jiu tried their 

h:tnd at \Hiting h1sto:') \\1.:rc C hm1i.m, ~hill) of th m \\c.:re largd) moll\:lled h) the 
politic,tl upri ing of John C'hllcmb,\e. 

Aspects neglecte<l 1n the \\fitmg, of mi"ion:irie. rt:cch •d 1hcir attention. h ,.a~ onl,> ,\hen 

a hiqorical a,q1re11c~ d.mncd 1h:11 ~1.tla,,ians :111u African, re oht-d to tudy !heir 0\\11 
history. 

2. F,\Cf'ORS TII \T If\\ I: l:'\ff.l' ' :s c ,:u 'f'lll~ ( O~Tl"\Jl'O I{ \ R\' IJI~'[ ORl\,\f. 
,\ \\'ARE:\'ESS 

There are different fac1or that ha\c innuenced rhc t.1.mn of an hi torical ~m.1rene 111 rhc 
CCAP and the d{'sire to re,,rite it hi~tflf)'. 

The fir I factor is the dcdinc of \\'e-,tcrn 111i !- ion ~ in lhird ,wrl<.1 t·oun1rics. '!be \V{·-;te n 

mi. sionary enterprise in Africa and in particular ,\ 1.tl.,!\\ i ha ulmust ended. ,\Ii, l'>n,try 

agencies have come tu realize that 1h1..• 1t>·tdcr. hip 111 mission churche, 1s no longer 111 

great demand. Sent as mi.,ionarie ;1) a foreign church thev led a de\elopmcm in \
1

,hich 

they are eliminating thern~eh es. 'lni, ,JOtion i cumpat1blc ,dth the 1hrce- elf: formula l)f 

elf-support, self-go\erning and elf-prop:1ga1ion of the ( hri 11an mcssagc.0 It is bclh:,ed 

that the mis.sionarie ha\ c.: tr:uned 1hc rndigcnous people not 011!) in the spreading of the 

Go µel, \\ hich 1s the hcan of the Christian \\ itne ,, Inn abo in acceptance of fin:mcfal and 

con,titutional obligation . Churl·hes h:l\c l0me 10 appreciate 1hcir m.itual dependence 

Another factor i the granting of cede iastical autl,nnm) to H1ungcr churchc~. s:nce 

Tambaram tn 1438, 1he International .\ Ii s,onal") Coundl-. ha\e been di.cu• ing 1hc 

quc. tion of granting eccle-.iastrcal ,nJtonom) 10 1hc mis ion churches and the rd:uionshiµ 

of the \\'cstern mis ion.irie:- IO 1ho~e mi-.sion churd1cs. .\!any proposal \\ne made 10 

ad,ise the various mi,,1011 agcnde, on 1he crucial is.;uc Ct crnin.; the procc:-;, of granting 

:rn1onomy. 
10 

Some heeded 1he,e prupo al,; .drnost in,1antl). others graduall). 

71lioni'; Price i, tneco-authorof the hook The 11::.lependent African. \\h1ch r the 
biograph) of the.: Rt:v John Chilemb\\C. 

1' Sheppl'Nm in P.ichai op. cit., footn111e .i~. p 4~7 
9 De, :idmt: Trom ~li ,ion.-.. to Youni:er Church.!,", m llist11n ·, l..<.•sson f"or 

Tomornm ·, ~li ~sions pp 210-214. .. · 
JO Ibid: pp ~10 ff. 
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d r, 1. IP.he' ,,'n 1,t1t1•1."1urd1, .. Jtl1.:, ·1,.:i of1J1c11•. :o• ric,. lhc\\t',tcrn 

m1 ,1 11 .. •.. l.lll, .. C.: rite P~'<,pk .,u 1~. t lht., \\.>uld ,h. Jbk t\l rt,HI the IP,Je ,,r,d to 

ur Jt.r ,: • l1 ic ·1c..,.,1,J n • 'u ,1 p. •11cul ,, C hr\11. ,, t1i lC..'
1
ition. \t tht. ,.. •111..: 11111c the, 

J ,q .II J t 1-.111 fu \\ llLT cl\ ~1.: 111 •h~,r L1"ll1J1 .. n:•i. .. ~. 

(,(, 

T ht; f111' ,1,1,. l' 1)f I,' .. l>K( (:\!-;,( 111,1 S,1 C•d) 011 :-..r:.',.mr pl.1, ... d .t frtat role in th-.' 

, \1..l11pr k ,I ,f ,ill• •c '-l:,uoJ.... In tht; e: ·I} )Cars t,'C) 1.. ht the 1,;hJ!Jrv1 tile B1hlc m11r,. 

'h.rn I I 11 --1,t • d , 1 ~ tr .,, lijcd,. I t r rnrr'.il .1irn \\ , to pr.:p.,r ... pu pie fur <.:h.in:h 

k:idt:>r,hp rn 'he \Jll,1 •1..~. l'l Jt1.: 1.:11 .. •,c ~o,1w of tlie d1ilJr1.'r1 l,lll~ht in thc~c \J[b~e 

,di() ' tH'":trr ·J 1 '1.1r cdutat,01 .inJ loll1>\H.J up t;,t:,tl 1p
1
,or1 .. n:11c1, in public life. 

~L\tr, I uf 11.,' • ,,,.•c tiJJ.1i1d,,.,) .t,,1,1 .. d by mi 1011,tr,c, 10 :111.1:n a high"r educJt:r,n. 

1 lcncc, 1,• .. ·r ll\c, h 1,e '1tt. 1 , •IJut. .. tJ 1') nii, r,m.mcs in one \\,1) ur :rnot!·er :,nc.J their 

~t!1i .. ,un1...1:, c,tn 
1
1..- llrrcdh rt 

1
.111.:J 10 :he tJui.: .. tion cst,1bli ht.J .·~ lht>ir ,;'IJ!'CS hy thl.! 

m1, ... 1un,>11v;,. I lie m tJ<nit) ol !he.; <.:: p ... opk \H:r~ the chilJru1 of C\angclbts, mirrn,tc15, 

dJ<.::r-;. 
1

1tl i.:h1c
1

,. Sdw ,I, \\ere un~lcr the propricron,hip of churL11es :.•1J, bccaui;c there 
\\ere ~o fc,\ .,,h 111J.,, it ,,.1., mo,tl) tie cl1ildr ... ,1 of prominent churchmc-n \\l'o t\C,.! ghc11 

:h ... 01•ron •. :, t>f I. rt:·t:• tduc: :ion '1t.:turc kl'l) othl'rs. A child frum one drnrch could nor 

e. II) 
1 

c atcqJtc.J r,,r 1.!lhr .... 1...,11 in 1 1c "LI uol (JI anc11hcr d111rc,1, unl~ss ht' became a 

me ,hl•r uf the d1 rch \\h1.ll ran the , .. h<1ol. But 11, ... .,;,uatiu" th ... ,•cd \\ht:n ~lal:mi 

'1t'l', me,• J1.:;lc11Jc11t ,t' d th .. ,1. te tool-. o,..:r i.:untrc,l ot :i.: ,choo, , 1 spite 1,f the f.tct th· t 

n:-opric111r-. i;••'I l..1,e I.: t, •h: I> .1pp11 t th, ht...iJ 111i1,t<.::r o! lh .. r ,~ wols ,tnd hi1,e a i,a; 
~lll tht: n. ir. <..u11d,.c1 of I 

11, ,.
1

1ml..', J<.::111, 111 .. 1, l:111pl 1 u·t.~ 1:,c rmp,lct nrn,, lll,1rt... hnd on 'ht: pco;-,lc fl11, 

..Xj'l,1 II ., .... :'luSl
1
:l \\h\ n hi lltnt \lr,c .. n h\:oT\ 11(' ll'l'\ l,tunh J.1 !lll), h nt(•t\•,;r,:J 

\\ !h th.• f, \ (If I l r ,111: !Tl-. 

l I... , ,11 n.1.1 , 1H1 It. I • ~ \:,>r) 1 I th1. nw-~iu,1 churl r , anJ a\o , '1oLit Ille cult .. rc uf 

lh .. J' .... <•pk, 1l1, rr rd 1 11, c.u ,tonh, f,irnrh Irle, c.r,1, 1.,u11c nai ..,ffo1r, ~nJ rhe I kt \p '!latc 

,l1.ll 11 :h.: . \1ri<.. 111 
1

ifl.= t\ :t, "I di ,., c11c.:r ... ::) ~p1.::1~ing 11t'g: 11\t.' anll in 1: ~111, \\.1ys 
1,c11 .. 1ru ll. 
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i. hr 'l tll 11 •• JI •,. t:,tl lllJ) 
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1

c.: p .. H.d b, \l,!1 .. ,,1·11' Ill 1 1 .. ndin th'- 1111, Oil d LIIL'l. I he 
11

, f ,ll ti I: l fllh f :, 0
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D.i, c.: ~ B 111 1 , I c.111 r 
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.11 (t,' ,, p h ·• ... , 1 .? I>I{( r1" 1 • r c. • J 

1\11, t: t:ULH; II( l, I tJJ ;1• J t.'d \\J 

lli,tor) of I dur:111 m /Ju:irt<..·rl., l~ 

In ; u!11 on 11,1h ti rc.c. tUl .. t 11. t •• 1 ' h t c.. I 
,, r,ltl'n 

lndepcnrfcnt <.'hurd1e5 in ,1.11,mi I, I < 

ti t I (.. \I 

1, 

on th" r 011 in,. cultur I r , . con 

19~0 \ re\ '-1.:d 1;.J111on \\,1 1 1nl ,il •1, 

I\ Id d 

\I 

11 
c.. I 

I.I 

I lw \friran 'k1hodh1 l"p1s('Op,1I Ch111d1 ( \ ,11, 1111 ,1.11.,\li h, I >r h. 1 'Ir: 

I I 

·1 l1t· rc,t:.:ird1 ,,.1., don._ un :Ii .. •rmq ,t llll' c..l'iurd, , c.. 11P.: \I i1. 1 r ,, 

•1,cn 10 Ille 1mpad of !h ,I ,rd, ., lllt: 01 n , 11 ,c. I 11.: uf tic 
1 

<•p of 
r. \ '1 'u d1,•nc1 \\I .. ,c. II\\ 

: .. ~,1, .. J . nd 11 t. c.. ur.1,u I n I l 11 
I l,111<,ck \I >~c.:r, 1'l11r1 11 I! \ r nu,. lr, 1 .. 

mc.n11< ncd. 'Pt:1. 1. J.' · 11f tic ,1 ah 1, not 

Iht.: ,t .. ~rd, 1 ,c.: 1 .,tu'· 
I I 

\ Hi,11,ric,II ~lud., of J.dul,lli1111 1 CI l1111i.1t \' ' , l'J.J,5.ffJ6J ,, I, • c.. C I. mh.1 

poa1cw, op<.. 1kd lo 1,,i1 t \1,,1.. ..~ .,11 • .:. r .. •, p JIil c. .. l ,. c. on11m1c.,II, 

or 11 lt,\\I t. lh ,, J,, • ,. ..c.:r fl tc 1 r f!J\J ., d hh 198.! 

'c. ,h .. r ,111. ' ,r 11 h I( llJT\ 

O.i11c ,t tc.:,, \I.ti, \\J h I dl' \\ l lr,1,Ji1io11,1J rdigions rn \lal,,,,1. l11e rcJ,on 1, 

, ''-' 1m,1hh ll .. t IJ ,,1rc1.: ,11 d, '"1,: rc.1llll) m,111, fk•,1<lc.:,, rt :s n Iheme 

• u1.li d1 1. 1, t d 1, \lri .. ,1 l'1 ,1 c11,\: tf1e,c ,1,,tfrc.:\ re 1.orrcc..1 !' the mi tunccp11on, of 

m,, 1.111,m(.;, It,., 1n,rn1 • lhl\\ mud, l•r .. J 1r .. ll111on I u,cd III tic.: "re ... arl11 JlWJt.:Cls. 

l!i; follo\\111• .ire .t C.:\\ \IJl:\\1.,1 ,tllho-., \\lo J1d r\. t:ur1.'h lfi A.fr.c.n trJd111011:,, 
'"1.h lli1'' 

( >n'-· <11 11 c.:,t I t c.: t. 1.1u .. , I ,It r 0 1 1. urd1 1 :.ir. ,ll llK \l-.htima f c.:olo '11.. ti ( ullc.:!!C of 

lht. C ( \P, ti 1.' Rc.:, \1c.:phc.:11 K .. 11.1 .\l,1 J.. 1. iQ f ft.· \HOie, 11 :.r:1c.:I on T1,1dit11innl lkligion 

,111111111-: llw rumhulrn ,111cl olhu· T, ihc., 11 \fi11i~t1), \ o, <1. pt I (J,mu. '"\ l%t1) :?O 

lli,11111 of I <ILH',llllln ()11:11 re, 1.,. J•J ➔• 
1
,p , ., ,1P 

llJ f nc.: l{I.\ \ti.:1> Jc.:r, K,tut.1 \l, ., \,,,, 1 1. lir t ( ( \I' \'r11. .... t,.:. r lo 1l , •1p1 tllt\.:J h\ 
I I\ .. : m1.1 \I, on • i''•" ,111d th.. I \ 1ri~. n P' 1l 

1
1,tl 011 t' ( C \P 11 c.:< lo .:,ti 

( o .. 1. , 1 "horn I t 1111 ,1,1, 1-J , 
B 11.tJ • OI' , • . ~ , , i 
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<;u,graphy 111' l~c:ligion: ~pi, it 1111,sc,sion ancl l><•11111gr.ipJ1k ( 'h:tr:tcll•l'iqil'-, ~>\ 

l·L ·! 'cl 1-.:,lipcni. I lie stud\ \\;,,; mc:.11 to wmpri,..! \'i•1 hu,.i t~,>lri1 po,~c~,1011) \\Ith 

\\(.,,1un p.')L'hi; tr. as a rn.:.1ns of 'rcwng mc'lt I illnc,,. Jn lll79 !,: lireni published 

:in .midc ti1leJ Tr .1di1w11:tl ,\ fr i,·an Hc,din!! of ~lent.ii lllncs as Co111p:11L'cl ,1 it h 

\\'<.•qc.,rn Ps_,rhi.1trJ (cl111il'al !>\h'l111 l0~,) i.1 D:rni.J, l's)l,(1!11g :'\)I, .\ubu,r, 
1
Ji9. 

70 

<'hl'\\, t '1'1,ulition:il C11!iton•, anrl Bdicl\ by Josq,h B K1
1
th ... 11 h.1 \l\\,lle. !he 

rc.•!'.e,11ch ".,. rnc.im 1,1 •1 t; :1 l, ·r1..ct pict rrc 11 ( hc:,\a beli"" ,llld to L·rnrcc1 the 

curr1.:m oncl ptrcn of lflL' ndicf a, prn,:oscd h) lll c., \\, it...rs ( m;c;siunanc~ and Brit1,;h 

officer..,). lie lulldullcd 1;, rc. ell in Dcdl'..t, 1\1ichin) :nd lilong\\e \\hc1e 

\'khuma S)nnd ,1p..!r,,tl·,. l, c ,,>l1.lli~ l! k 11f .ii... rc e .. rl 111-; 1101 mc11tioncJ. 

The ( ' IH.'\IH Conrcpt •if <:od an,J ih 1,rlat i111!',hip l o the Ch r is ti:Jn fit ilh by ,\ugustine 

C' ~\luc;upulc. i Its re;'-eard1 \\,h to cor·p.irc.: .mJ co111r:1'1 the.: Chc\\:t and the hih!ic:il 

.:01wc.:p1, of C ;od :111<1 to dr.,\\ 1m;ilh.1t•on, f()J l \,trl,•cl!';in, d1ur-ch life and th1..•ol11gic:d 
con1c.xt.wlm1til111. Thi.' ~p, utk d,11c of tlw ·c,tard1 is not mcmioncd, 

J'iri t Posst~\ion :ind '1'11111 1>11!-a ( 'hristians 1875-1950 by Sila, .i\'co;,nna21. The.: 

r1..' earcil stud) \\,l'> to cx:11ninc thr phcnorn~• . l'f Virnb112a ,md spirit possession 

,1111,in ,,1 l L,rnhuk.1 t hristt.111,, it.. ,i •nifkan~·t..· 111 the tr:id1tinn:tl ~)stem of hclh:fs, its 

his1nr,~. I l
1

c•,d, 111nc.r1t .111d it, llilpl1L,Jtion-. 111 1J1c C!tri,;i1an faith. Tlw ,pccific date of 
1 

c re c.1rd1 j,_ not mt•111.onc.::d. 

l'n1d11l'lion, Di,trilmtio11 and C'onsur11p1io11 111' lkligiu u~ J<lcologics in \ Iaf:rni h:, 11 H 

K r h- )\a, ·1 hc .1, o! th' rc.:se:ird1 \\,1, Ill n:am111t: p,1ttcrrs uf produc11on and 

WINlrlipt:1 11 b_, ri.:f:~••()IJ', ;L• ·t..1lt1i;ic.:-. in the (\\1.'lllicth CClllUI) \l;ll,mi !11e nppc:11 ing 

11 ('harfrhi ch,1 :\I.1ho l11 ("( nu.ch uf the I orcfathcr.,") \\~, tu he "~en as a1tc.:mp1:- .1t 

lut..~11.1111.5 11:c prnduct,011 ,11 • c.:!J 1011-; ldcnlogii:-;. ·1 he ,pcdftc u:ue of 111c r,·search is 
lot ,ll'11t1011c1. 

l !11;,1:: ri1'c, arc cx:trnplc, ot the kc.,cn int<.·rtst ol ;\lal,mian roea1,.:h1.:r, \\;1(, ha\e come 10 

J...11t1\\ tlw;r p,ht ,lllJ rl.!!1g1i1w, h.1ckgrol..11u22. ll1t:'-t.: ,111cr11pb ,ire rt.?latcd to the hi~tur,c.al 

,;\\: ft;llC'> ,111J pd! 11;cJl :illlllllum) \\ hid1 1\ !al .. \\ 1:111s exp<!,; .. nee. :'\ !ala\\ tan students came 

',>rn:ird tu prme 1hcm,c:\ c.:. ,.llld help t'1cir pc<iplc.: to <.'<>n,c :o grip~ ,,uh 1hc p:t-.t. 

l he 1,e, ~1la, :'\ct11:1n:1 i~ the 1.:urn:111 (;,.nc.r, l Su:rct .. 1r, ol B .. 1111\r ~,nod l'CAI'. 
, 1i ,houltl be 111c.:nt,ll1'c.:d rh:it the,(.' \\1..:fe tht 0,11\ .1,.ida6!c re~ ·:.r."hcs cin churd1 

hi,lof) .ind rdatcd ,uh;cL1, h_, incJi •.;.nou, \l.il.:\\1;1JJ, :.t I c tim ... 01 my l'l'.-.c:1r~·h. I 
prl•,1m1c that m~lll\ more: t:nl· h-:en \Hit:,11 on this suh;t•.·. hut .ire to bt.: umeded ,c.:1 
; nu \\jlJ 1kf;•,'t,. :~ he: p .. r: (lj l~I.' dc:\..,Jllflrlk'llt ul •fie d1.,:-... hi,t,ir l .. l ,l\\,lfl'nc,~ 111 
tht: l:-'dt •c:w,.i, t1cop,c ul \J:1l:mi 
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5. '1 IIE 111.S'l <>RIOl;JUl'III( .sl:\~L < IF rl IL \hJ 10:\I \ SY\01) 

l'hc h1~tor1ogr,1phic s~IN.! in the :--;khd''1a S~ od h.1-, gr(mn p:,rt;dtl .. rl) ,·nee tbe < CAI' ht, 
b .. c:n gO\crncd b:, 111d _'t:110.i., pcoj>le. 

In the dHmh m:ig:.71rt: h.L l ;"\IK\ •.,, .ch b.:~an p.ii1h..::,11un ;., J!l()q :.5 \l1hc11ga. ank·les 

.irt: ,, 1 i11en perindk,dl) on 1he ,ldl\ ,1ies nf the< '1airch23. Io:, l.irgc c>.tent the ;..nrdes :,re 

of a ,er;. ,pi1 tual n: tur1;;. rile) .ire about 1..rmo,1, prc:,d1cd llurr.1g ccrt,11n significam 

o .. ·ca-.i1Jn'), e,cnts and celebration, of the ('h •• rch, ,uch a., eommJ'11011 '-~n:1..·c,, 1ndL1ctions 

of mini~tcrc;, h. ptisrnal <;cf'\ ice,; .ind i!IL' like. Articks on dispukc;, hi,tnry of L"<mgrcgations, 

or church l1llilding~ .ire rare!) inclL1JcJ. < >nly r.irely J,1 au1obiog1:iphic or bioi:r:1pl11cs 

apJk'::tr. ln most c:1 c:. h1ogr:!ph1e, : 1c published in ti-is chirch rPagazine C11Jly after the 

dc:1th nt ccn:~in pro111inl'.llt pt•1,on,dit;i;s, c!ipec1:1lly ministers. It 1s notC\\1,rth_\ that the 

m:i_g:t7inc was slartt:d h) 111issi1>rwric,;, a11t1 rn111i1111cs to he publi,hcd toJay. 

J'hc J..ccping and "riling 111' the minutes of clnm:h council, prc,b) 1\:1) a11d s:, nod meetings is 

in ihclf a ~ign of 111c hi<.,tt>rll"1: ,m.ircnc"s ui the i111purt,1m:c (Ii \\rllten record, ,,hid1 th') 

ma: refer 10 in future. In .\1;.'J\'.'I or:d tr •• d1tio11 has hcwnw wr11re11 tradition! 

In the mi.:etings the \\ri1tc11 \\lird i11it1.,tes oral Jbc11ss1on. The rcporh uf the different 

~·u111mitkc1; are 1n \Hit111g. S)1111d nu lon~cr ri.:ce1,e, a verb.ii report. unlcs~ ;1 h Jcmandi.:d 
in that form. 

·1 he \l01kr:1111c11 and the ~)1iod h:t\t' al,11 hc..:onii: corh .. iou!'- ,JI wnttcn history hy 

requesting that the hook C'llitkd ,\lhiii ).i :\li,yoni .,a l>R<' m'ilzil,o la :'l.)asa hy W1!11am 

\!Jrra) in Chithe\\,1, be rc\t--.d, nd updated l hci felt 1l.n1 -;nn'i: c,ent-. concerning the 
Church nc.!cdccl to be fL'rnrdctl ildore rl>O loi:g. 

~'-l'. In I 9~ I the S) 110d (b:idt:d to co111memnrate 
some nt' the impurt.mt ,\I, l,m1a11 l hn'-11,111!'1 l') 11,1111i11g in,t 1u11011" ,111d pluce, of interest 

aftl.r tht·m:?
4
. A a rc,11!1 Ch .. r~um I~: r:-.1111in~· C'uwl: \\ .. , n.1111eJ :\',1m"n· h:1t .. ngl.!1a 

Lay Traimqg (\.ntrt.: in hono,.H (If the Rt·, K.11.111~ i.:1.1 \\l1t1 J.t.•d 'n ll/Ci(l,25 

At the ~ame '-)1111J mccti11' 1>1 !9:-il tic cc111c11.in < f the l'llur h, due in .1 fc,, )C:irs, wa 

Ji,<. .... ,o;cd .111J it \\,1, du:1dcd t'1:Jt ,' t.,>mmittce -.111,uld lie.: rormcd to -.t.1rt planning lnr the 
cdcbraticP1, of JCJ~()_:?1> 

23 .\lu.-ra~, \\ 11: \lhiri ):t :\li,)1111i ru'd,il-o l.1 ,\J asa, p C11J; P.111\\ :\li,~ion and d111rd1 
i 11 \Ia 1:m i, pp ~ l () t 

24 Sll' :--:i.homa ~nnud \!, ·ute,, \;i11l 1(1::,;1, S lhrJO,p l'I. 
2~ ~--c ~kh11m.1 5H.lld :\1111111,;,, \•1r I 1•181. ~.J-..:;4.p 12. 
2n "i ... e "\k.,on: S:, '( d r-.:i11 I ,. \; r 1,,~ l. ~.l" "',!' Ii. 
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11,..,tnncal r~corJing i!, :.ttL'mpted h) the Zomba Thcolog1cal ~ 'ollege ,, herc all CCAP 

minista, :trl' trained. \\'hen they 60 f(Jr th(;ir )l'arly pr:.ictkal~, they ar~ rcc
1
u1rcd to \Hite 

~n hi..,tor1c~,I acco..irn on ~ome of the: g1e:1t church men of :,1alawi ,llld r/1e cori.~rcgations 

tl1ey ~Cf\cJ. Another rct1uirernL:l1 is that they attempt a pro;-:ct a, p:.·• of thdr diplom..i 

L'.\3111inatio11s at the Uni\t::r:-ity of ,\bl;mi. In this 11ay some of t~c rt.'cord~ of the CC1\P 

l"ongregatiom &re bc.:ing prt::sen·c<l for futurc rc,L'an:h. ·1 ht~• ,.·qu 1eme.1h \\Crc di~cusscd 

anJ re,olveJ b~ the Board or Diploma in ·1 hcolngy for 1:idu~iu:1 in 
I 
he syllabus of 

thcolo 0 1c::il trai11in" 27 
0 b 

72 

In 1 Wi2 the ~ toJcramen discu~~ed ;.i:iJ emphasized the 1rnpurt;.incc of writing the 

hiograpl!il's of tlw retireJ mini~r•~1s CJf ~'),:l1011la S)lll>J. They IIL're all asked to write their 
own hiographie-. for editing and publishing28. 

Although no history book ha, h<..•cn \\rittcn by a :,1.i;,11,1( 11, th,, l'e·✓ I Jefk,m,,n Adson 

Kamnkhw:rni's B.D. di,,crtation A Brief Hi story of , r'l rn Congn.;.::Jt.ion i~ the! first 

acauemic study by a ~labwian on an aspect of the hi~tory of NUwma Synod CC'AP. 

fn the conkrnporary wri1ing~ on histur1 a11J h1\toric:il thcrn(;s h) indigenous ,\fal;mian:i the 

pre•scicntitic apprnac-h i~ still followed by some. Or;:I tradition ~ha method of gathering 
inform:ition ha:-. rcn:i\cJ rnuch a11cntion. 

27 l~ealil1Jemi11~ of the Su11-1.;0111mittee of the Pro, ision: l Board of the Diploma i11 
Thcokh,,, l 'niver~ity nt .\l:d.m1, held m ~khoma ·n,cologic:il L'ullcgc, 2

1
) Jul) i'J75 

So ..:'3/7~(-~); I .tl,;o c.h;1rcd th.? C\jl.:'ric11c.: ot being a turor at Zomb.i l"i1<..'olog1c:il 
College in !

1

181 ,,hen 1he sratf in~MeJ that a que~ti1n11,·1irc ahuut cungrcg;,tio,1~ he c-ornpicted 
2S Sc~ :\khonw ~:nilJ ,\l'nutc, .\I 25<,. 25 h:b l9S2, p 3~. 
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l'\RT1'\'0 

TIIE Rl:FOR\IED Cill'RCII HISTOIOOGIUPH\' l}fS(TSSED 

I laving dc:dt \\llh rhe otficral Jocum.:n!s am.l ,cc:on,lary ~ot1rccs of the CC.\P (.Nkhoma 

S:, nod) and tnd1cat1n1,: lmturiogr~1phkal prllblcms. Ctrn,iJl.!ratilln i, fl\ en to a rclormcd 
method lo \Hite (or fL'\\TJIC) ib 111'-tnry. 

In a ,<:n,c thh 111e:,n, a dt,CLh~ion l)f yet an(lthcr problem nr rcbted problu11s! 

ln thb '-Cl'tion an :,!tempt is rl'adc to '>t::ik a reformed church historiogr:1phy. ·ro start with, 

the r,dnrmcd n,.sumptiom or principh.•:- fundamental tu the under:-tanding of lite hi~tury of 
!ht· church in orJcr !1) tksaihc the .,;init· arc indicated. 

Unc of these a:;sumptiun ... 1s rcl:ttt.:d to the gn\'crnmcm of the d,urd1. ln a real sense the 

making of church hbtnry is tktcrmincd b) the assumption gO\crning the church. A 

rc~ea:-d1 \\Orkcr muq kn,,w ho,, a rcformcJ church is orJcrcd in urdcr tu be u~cd hy Gud . 

.A chapter on h,m to utilize Pral tradition to dt!!-Cnhc the history of thi.: Rt form •J Church 

in M:.il:mi is dci.:med important. The C'CAP is a reformcJ dwrd1 with :moral anJ \\fittcn 

1r~1dition. Or:.il tradition must and can help to recall the paq of a church in a refnr111ed and 
ac~dernic ~cn-,e. 
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·r IIC f{I.I 01nu:r, \SSl \II' I fO\S TO DESCRIBE Cifl"l{l'll l!fSTOl{Y 

ISTRODl'(TIO.' 

74 

The gospd \\:t, hr<>LJ• a.I I, \I tl:mi \\Ith it u,.tl 1r.1di1111n b) a dnm.h: '!d ,ni-,,'or• .. m.;s ,dth 

a \\ritkn tr.idnio,. !'lie mi,,,on:mc:. had .1 ,,n111.r1 r ... fcrcncc.., to \\ork ,,:u1 . nJ p111 in 

\Hllini.• \\ h~,l th<:) tlid ,ind c 'Jkrit:111.·t: I. the ~Ja1.m::.in l 'hri-,ti.tn (:.,1d hi.:athen~) 
rcrncmb.:.n.:d the missionaries :.•1d their ~xp1:ricnct:s \\;th the;m orafl\ 

:- lal.m 1an, h,l\ l' rnme to ,, url... ,, 11h ,, ,itt1.•n reporb ... nd de,1., ·,lt1or.. 

I he hi,t<H) uf the ( 
1 

urch ,,:.~ fr1>m ;:, 111L·i:pt1un p. tin ,,ru:•,~ ,llld C<llK1.pll,aliLcd. 

r n this ,.:haptcr the RLfurmcd met bod of 1.htird1 hi~tOf} is c,.it, .. it:J iri ,hon. It, l11 toricat 

deH•lopmc11t is indicated. This " done to pu·'ll out huw it has licl.!n used by chur1.·h 

hstoriani;, i11cl<1ding the mis,ronar.e, of the DRC ri \f l:.\d, :mJ hm, 11 most be med in an 
African r-.1.11:i,, 1:111 rnnte.xt. 

The Reformed ht)tonogr: phy ~ ppr,1~.d1 recu_,!ni✓C.!> that hi,tOl) ha!'- a •rue c:,L,,e and C<>..irsc 

rdatnJ to the rtdemp1io11 of m:.n anJ creation h\ l<.:-;us Chri;;t fhi-, ~oc~ fnr history in 
general, hut for ch :re', history in pan1cul:.r. 

I. <.HL'l<('Jf HISTORY \\'RITISG r, THC ErnLY ,1.\R OF C'IIU.STl\\;ITY TO 
1200 

Bct,\ccn the )C,uc; ~IJO anJ 1~00 \D. \Hiter~ of church hi-.tor) c,,nl1"cd thcm,~hcs to the 

Church : s an ;, ,:11ution. ·1 h.:) J.:,crihed, or reported on. facI'> and d<.·\elnpment 

cuncermng thL· otl•dal Churd1, 1 he rr, .. in ta," 11f the church hj,.,tori,ln5 \\.t, tll ,h,J\\ ho,1 

the ,, ill of GoJ, \\h1ch \\.t, under,toud according 10 the Chri,;1ia11 tn,th and the 

1ire5uppus1tiun:-. nf th~· \\ rill.'r, 1::. done 111 hi,tof}. ll1e p.i,t \\ as considert•d .md dc,cribcd to 

furtl1er the f:.ith. l'hurLh hbtt>ry '"•~ idcmif1c.:J hi.h I/Jc ,,;11 of God, 111J:ch gmcrn, all 

lrnm.111 C.:\r.:tll'i. Con,equ<!ntl) c,er1 i:,cnt happcn.:d :11.cording to a dhine pl~1n and \\tis not 

,imply the u .. !lome or cffrc uf h ... •.,,an activlt). This j.., C\1dcnt in the Church :,nJ l!s 
hi,wry. 

In ,ouking ,It!' ,:,ir) II, thi'i \\u), th" 111',tofl.lll\ foiltl\\CJ an h tone ( rapllic.11 tr,tJiti H1 h,1,d] 

011 t~--' ~cripti..rc,.' 11: l\;, ~·1:rn,; ol tht: C'hirch ,mJ th~ d ror:cie,,, 1 
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I 111. :r,ll ·•,on or, 11 .. :td ,,.:h tt1e rL·,1,11n11,.: of ape,) 16i..,1• .• Chur.., 1 :....ihu, ;,:1J :h.: m,,•1
1

,,, 

:,I'd"', a1.:tcpti:J in the \h,tcrn C hun;:h and <.ulture .. \l1.:onlm.• lO Th m1~1,0•1: 

"P,,ga:, .~1,torin1
·r: ph L1,,.ippcarc.:J in the f1ft!, n'nt 1r:,. \!t r th1, ccntllr) 

Of>t nctl. r:.os1 h1-.•oric..1. 
1 

\Hit Ill • in th~ \\ bl lnr e ~ l.t h .. 1w1 f,;J ) c..1r, ::1 ... re:,!ter 
\\, ~ \\rllten h) Chnq1..1p \\r!kr. aim ,,1 Ch.r, .,r.c of ,•.hom ,,:. ~ c1c.:nc :h1.:r 

:, bi,;'wp, or a de~ "on, l,lllo,:, ..,irn;)!e pries:. or m ,nk. L,) ·\\ r,tten 

l.\1orio:r.1ph, .. !most '-m'1ple11.: ': di,, l'P<.!: rl.'d unul t 11e tl111 t1.; t:'th cent Ur).'~ 

ln the couri,e of time ctiJ•turc, telling of the oriJ1n of the Cln,rch ·. 

ih focal po,ition Church l11t'll , 11J hi.,ton:io.s ,cnr.:r..1.tcd the "'1, rt:,rs and the '-,1:ms ~nd 
,ru, tli\ <' ,er:,c lost 

dc, ... rili~d their :,t'h ... 1d h,ts. Som.1:mr.:s the mart)r, thr.:m, he, \\ro:..: .tbll..il the;r 

xp ... rienLe up to 1.1-c point !JI tt1c1r Jc .. th.3 <.'hurd1 111',lor) \\a!-. 1d1,;ntitit:J ,dth mart)rs and 
!>,IJJl[S, 

From !ht: fifth Cl..':lllur, ecc le-.ia ~t ic:d l·hlol) took mer. The hi,.tor~ nf 1e Church \\J, 

\\rittr.:n ,n term,; l)f it, uff,cra! 't:..,L'tr~hip al'd c,>unci1s In 11 i, \\..1) ch ,rch hi,torwgraphy 
conci.:m, atcd on u•1 \.·r,t! pu,,1io11.:, ,1dr1pltd or a.:lJllired 

::?. Cl!l ' l<l' lf IHS fO l{\'\\lffll\(; l.\" J'IIE '\ffOD LE \C ES, U OO- J.:-00 

.\ lmlc hdor1; 1-.HJU AD n. \\ pnllmophics enter ... u the Church .,Gd beg.in tu influence the 

,,r,tin~ of churdr IJ1..,w ). I :-,e lli~tnl') of the Chun:h \\,1 rdat..'d to c.ccular ur .:,tJte hi,tof). 

I 11.: c,1al
1

h-;hm..:11: ol the I lo
1
) Rom,1n Er"prri.:: unda C h.1rlc111.1rnc led tu a conc:1.:p1 uf the 

"-Ill •dum of Ge d rn ,,1: Lh the C'fl .... ch ~ nd St,Hr.: held h:rnJ, 4 This ,1,,ump1ion i cxpre,sed 

:-1 the b'l' ,11'~ ur th..: I' >pc lTO\\IJJll~ ( 1i~ulem._Jne <1.'i k ~r· 'I ifc :irJ \;t;(IJf) In Charle.., 

.\up1..,1Ms, crli\\, cJ ul God, the pe.11 anJ pc.ice nririg'nJ cirpcror"." C har!e111.ig:i..: :m his 

t ro\\ '!,rlh at trl I • rith ol the Pope :.s ,1 !~r1:.1t theocratic idt:.il \\ hich he \ ,'.. ended upon to 

rt.,ilue h J hb \\:ts the ~t.irt uf the stn ggk tor \llj)rl..'mc po,\er. \\'ho n,lcd tht:' \\orld in th.! 

n .. un of (,od. lilt' l'opt: ,,ho , .. rll\\rred 1hc k111g or emperor. ur the emperor \\ho ,, s 

l.fU\,nt.d h) tht: Pope?., In order lO ·ncrc.i,c the.: d:dm i,f the p,lf>JL') "flcr Char cm.ignc'::, 

~ t.·,Jlh, ,omc leg,tl .md hi-toric .. d ba,i::. tor the right of 11m\cr \\Crc ne;etlcd. This \\,ts found 

111 th ... clo~·11mc111~ k'W\\ll as the · r ,>r!:,cJ Dccret"ls", ~ .• id espcdaJi) the ''Donation of 

< o .~tant'ne '. Tht:) \\ere ~1cc .. p1cd as g ... nuine 111 .. rn t rn1c" ,1ge an,! r~marned 

' ·' 
4 
5 
h 

17100-pwn: \ liistur: of lfhturka l \\ dti11g. \ ol 1, p 122 
lbiJ p 13 l-l3~. 
Sin p,c,n: The C ' li111 d1 nnd Stall', pp ciO It. 
lb1 .. lp(1l. 
lh d p l12. 
llird p <i~. 
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t11,•1cd 1,nt :h. 
111 J' rt• 

l 1'\ J ,.uJ •l 
c t : f' '-l f1ft , "'\ 

I tic (.kcl1nc Ill ire pollt,l, J •• nd 'J 

Ph,'p of lr;·lt., ll"k: ul • 1 ,.n J)O\\t 

I urope, e11..:d Pope n, I u \ III ,I[ \ 

• ,,T'. r llf ,th >Ill C\t:I ., h, r ti ... 't. I ol 

• hi n .. 1 n d .. dcr r re.: ndi ,, n.ui in.'' 

I I,, 
J • c.. 

' .. \(.: . 
' . 1 , I d) 1111 l lf()I I<, 

''r l lo \\ 

d 

Ihe ',[.)~ ll the ,on• .nJ lf'-.r I h~r 

\J1dJJe \tc.:' · 'rm. the , :h to I t' le rte.: I I H I f\ ht ii 

c
1
1Urch hh[(lf\ \\, '- l.l lllrt,.J \ G :, .... .1 l f l 111 ... ·,.I r., I ' .: \\ r 1 11 11 

hi,torio ·raph) ht.'t,un .. nc.: l'C.:", T) ' J1,; ,! I I p f I l I f) • nl! 

~- l'OST-Rl~Fo1n1 \110~ l'U{IOI): J.300-1700 

l11c l<dorm., 

Lie ,roppcd. ( h rc::h h' IOI'} \\J • 1,11 \HIilen: ll ,rdinl! to l ,p: r:11 l:UIJ .. " • I.. n :ht: 

tof) of :h(: en11rc (hurcti of ( Im 1 ~ ·ular I ,,tol') \\a, ... ' o rd,lltd in term of S,.•,p• ire 
,. :,,rg lh~t the ~t.itc i app, intc.:d ll:, Cio<l lo:- lhe a~e r,f I' 11 t 1.,tl, ft.irr,. 10 

of lhe '-1\lt.cr t,. lClllun \\.t, .i r l ch I 1.eJcJ t'c,cll>p cni ,111J l J LI r o: 

J ht R lorm:..11011 \\:t gcner.it.c.1 b~ :, Scnpr r • .l .,~d h ,tcmt.u' .1,,.ircnt:,,. I I h ,re r. c 

the ( hun:h \\as ,1uo1cJ ant.\\, \\rntcn ,uur1.. ... m:.11c.:ri.1, c.1111,; tot t' ,llten· t,:1 c, rt:form .. d 

mrnJcd "dJObr.,, Ht.>c,w oft ... polrrrc, .. rd \\.ir ,if tt,c R lonr .,111 n. 11 d 1c.,mcn , ;rnJ 

111 .. L1,tr,ph \\ n1tu: I->} mo1111., .... d niJdcn •1 mon.i lc.:r t \\ .,re mcoh; rcJ I l 1 11'> on \, 

' 1 nc pC> ,ti"'- and \\,tr, 01 th... Rt: 1(Jtrn.i1w1• er.1 l nou,f) J romut1,;d • 'ld 

l..icll,1,ttcd 11 n<.\\ r. t...re,1 m 1•tO!} b) thro\\,r, • 111111 the :1 nt thou nJ uf 

l c Ull t. ,t ,tnd other I' ,J\l. 'pt m ten,.:, h,lh1,,;flU 111 .. Ll,t rhlc ,llld u
1
,l\ll(l\\n, 

1 he d1 ,olut1011 (If :he mon,1 r...r,e, rn I n .. 1 J unJer He f) \ fl . the P1.:.1 ;..111'' 

\\ .u .. nd :ht: \\ .1r r,f 5t 1 ... 1lk lJic I ca ue in (icrm.in .. the I lu .Jtn H \\.tr 111 

Ir-,. tc, \\h1ch \\Crc.: ,1c1..C_imp.1n '-ll h) the p1Jl.1 t of n m. ii. :111J c .. thcJr.tl 

l,hr.1ne,, h.iJ 1hr,h\ll .. pon t 1.: m. kt:: ,.i t qu,1111,11.. , f n .,nu lf pl :1,1d other 

document \\r \·h II I... co.ild h .. !10U ., I f 1r , '-(
1 

... h l .. r, • d i k 

I., S1111p,ll11 p (ill "'ll, Be.: lien , 1 Dol umrnh of I hl· ( hr i,r i:111 ( hurch. J' , I 
l/ S1TT'p,on: Op " p ~2. 
1(1 Brt'1 ,,ich: Op. tll p 1,,~ 
I ! I r mp on- Op " t \ , II ,, , 
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trl,1,urc.s. I he lilm1rii..:~ uf Ne.:\\ l'n,tc:-tanl unhcr.:,llics 111 Germany in the 

,htccn!h centur: ,1ue almost \1hollv fnrmeJ out of the lost of tlw 
monasteries." J: 

\\'ud,, l•n tlw histor') 11f, ariuu~ :L,pccb of the Church began to be \Hit ten O) schobrs on 
the ha,i, of thc~e <locun1cms. 

l lm Je,elnpmcnt ,,as most import.Int to historical research. It encl,uraged the 

prcscnatinn of document-, and mam1:-:cripts of the Chur~h. In this way it helpi!J the :-earch 

for the rc-:d anJ the true ~ u:,e of the Church. Cllurch history was frced of a Roman or 
pap:d trndition and specul:.ttion. 

\ confc;;sional interpretation of the hbtory of the: Church was again sh ered. A critical 

.1c1rn1c11 \\:ts gained. Thl' falsilications of the Roman Church w:th rc:garJ to authority ,1cre 
exposed by re,earch, 

Theologically church history ,bowed itself to bt: of prime importance. It had a deansing 
.md cat(.;chctical function. 

-L Clil RCH t-HSTORY \\'RITI'\'G r:-,.; THE 18TH, 19TH r\:',;J) 20TH CC~'!'URlES 

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, two trends of church historiography 

d~wlopcd \\ hich grt::atly transformed the character of the discipline. First, the 

d1.:,elopmc111 of a sd1olarly and '.'ICicntific approach or methodology. The study of history 

\\11s distinguished from philosoph_v. theology, literature and l:1w, Tht> writing of history w:.is 

nut tn be given tn ho!) biography, moral talc-, memoir. dmmiclc, am1 polemic. It was tll be 
founded on d1!-cipli11cJ an:i.lysis, archiv,tl and documentar) research. 13 

Second, the sel'ularizatinn of sd1olarship in terms of :-.ckntific ~tudy had methodological 

el feet. ' I hcre \\Us a gr:1Ju:ll cessation of ecclc:-ia~tiral or tl,eological control ovt.:r historical 

stud). This w,1s 10 be a positiv\.! dc\'Clopmt.:nt, wm, it not for the adoption of secular 
assumptions tu interpret the chun:h and ih history. 14 

ft \\as to become apparent that church history cannot he understood anJ intt'rprcted 

\dthuut :i,stimption~. But it is also important to be critical, self-critical. \l'nters of 

mis,innary history \\L'rc to a la1ge C\tent r )t :-diularly :inJ critic:.il (s:.-ientific). 1l1cy ,1rutc 

\1 itliout rl.!search :ind form:d reforcnce to the sou1 ccs usc:J. 'IlH;y ,, rote ahuut their 

12 Ibid. p .1.4. 
!3 l\1dtllirc: 'Thl' Ongoing 'J'a,k of et,ristian I listoriography'', in Gc,irgc !\laNl...r, and 

Frank l{ohen,( Editor~) A Chriqi:10 \'icw of I listol) '? p hO. 
14 J 'itto. 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



. ' . . . . •. 
. . . 

' ' ,' • • # • • ' ' . . ' • ' • '. . J\ . . t • 

' ,.,, - . 

:

1

":i,1tie, and t.\p~r;l'n c,. \\i:huJt refer"ncc-. for the rt:,lder to d11?d, till' il1lc.'rp1c.:atio11 lur 
ltll'i'\, orthinc,,. 

fh.:c.iu,i: thl' Chur-.h hull in,1;1u1iun unJ-.btnod in a thcolnbkal ,c1h1:, its ltisr(lry llllN be 

\, ritten •• r1.:·11rJ1ngl:,. ,\ ref(l1 nwJ i:onc1:pti1,n of the Church ,k .amir:t:\ :h.: r1.:1,::-:,1t•J 

I, \toriography. A,d1ruin I~ :1 fL'furmcd d1urd1 hi~tori.111 1.:·cm1.:·ch t.:, the.: clu:1. h !!- the J(ling 

uf th: ·1 nunc God. the l"athcr :,nd ( 'rc:1tor, 1hc Sun : r,d Sa, io11r .int! tl1<.. ! lul, ..,,,,~it and 

l\•adit.:r. rlrn , it ha, a di\ inl' n.it .. "L'. ·n1c C'hurd1 h.i- been ir-iti .. ted h Co I :ll •h:.. ,•rid 

fc,r .Ji.:-.u, C 'hmt 11, rt:di.:t•m this \\!Hid b) the te:iching ~ind guiJ 11;,; (Jr thl.' I Joly Spint. ,\ft:: 

ar.: c:tlkd to f.iith in the .Son 1Jf Ciod thruugh 11Jc pre:id1i11g of thc i\'ine Word and tlw 

enlighll'ning of the Spirit. lklic,d-. form the C'l1t1ri:h, th1.:• Ch1i~ti;111 C<llllllltlllil) in tLi 

\\orld. In this \\:t) it :tl,1> has a human d1a1acter. I l1.:nn:, the Church h:1s :t divinl'•human 
d1:11actcr.

15 
\s 5llcl! it sl!.trl ~ the pa,t \\ 1th hi,tor:, in gClll'r:1I. !'1 

The church hisll,rian h:1s before hi111 .t ma)>" of di·mtganiscd ;rnJ sornl'tirnr.:s confusing :rnJ 

contradkrury tC\h. lk 111u,t swrt by niti1.:'ally 1•,.ilu: ting these Jocu111c111s unc aftu tlic 

other. To do so 11.: use, rhi: ,ame rnetlJoJ., as tile hbtori;.rn llf general history, with the 

:-:unc :ic:tdl'mi,· cfocipli11c. The Church as :1 di\ inc human society matli: of 111cn and 

\\'omen, \drh :ill thdr hum:rn lailtin:s. li1es 011 in hislury. It i:,. the Churdi of .ksus Christ 

tlic Son of ljod: hut abn thL· S1111 ,,r a carpL·nter. It is the \.·hurch ,if thi.: rbi.:n glorious I ortl, 

hut :Jls1J thl' Suffc1in,; SL'f,alll of:hL' crw,,. J\s a hum:in reality. the Cliur1 h has therefore to 

he studied. like all hum:111 fLalitic.:s. \\ill! the he.st mctlmds \I hich the :-.ciencc of histury has 

dcvio:,eJ. 
17 

provided the drnrd1 historian docs not lose ,ight of its u11iq11t character as a 
divine institution, 1n \\ hich God, not man. is l1> be g!orificJ. 

Churcl1 hi:--tm) c •• 11~ fllr a tlienlogical nnd rcdel'ml.!J undcrqand111g and "·annot propl'riy be 

\\ritten by ·1 person \lllli dues not belong 11, the Church. A d1urch histori~m in th<.: true 

s1.·nse mu~t .1ccepc tlt:11 tlw \\ riling nf d1urch history :s a calling from tilL LorJ in the scrvict! 

ol' l Iis ( 'hurch. [3nm n says, "The church hiswri:in i~ a m111i:-.tcr of tbl! Church of Chrbt. I Te 

is calkd to \\rite ant! tr.:ach the histtlly of the Church in honesty to God and the readers or 

stutlents,"
18 

B) honl!sty is 111ca111bl'i116 1(',ponsibk to Cod anJ his \VorJ i1: tlescribing and 

ministcrin!,; the history of the < hL,rd1. i() Tht..: r roly Scripll!ft.~ llllht at all 1i111l!:-. hc the 

hi..,101 i:m\ guide.• and fllll'il nut be influcnci.:J b) his m\ 1 thcnlogk:i! ,..,t:1ndp11ints or that of 
his r·1rti1.:·ttl:t r churcii.20 

15--l(Tiri~\,'°ii;\ lli~,ion of' the 'I lll:ologk al ~lctlwd of Churd1 History, p 7. lh Ditto. 

17 Phillipe ,\faury "\\ h:tt i. tl1e v,tluL of Cl~t11d1 lii,ri,1)'!" in [Abr.:cl11, Audrey], 
l Ii sto11 's Lcsst11h fo r 'fomornm ·s \fi ss ion. pp fi.<). 

1~ Di110. 
J(I Ditto. 
211 Ditto. 

/ . 
. . ' . . ~ 
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Pn churd1 hi,,ur :odr, ph.:,. !Jr~' T ~!clntirc ,trcs.,t..:, thrl'c a,pcct~: 

C 1,n,ti:.11 hi~turi()grapli:, ll 1\!r, !l(JI simpl} tn liistl1f) \\iilfen by C'hri,ti,Hh. Thl 

to historkal ,tuJit..:~ of the C'h11r<..'11 and thcolug:,. l'ut t() an histnri11graphy \\hiCJJ 

examirw'i the histor.\ or p1..•oples. ,ocivt:il :,tructurc, and i11~titutiu11,, iJea~. 

rnur,tls. and patterm of life, .11..cmJ111g to the ,mts of insig) h and \':1luc, 

prmided by ,J C"hr:,1i .. 11 ,11:,, uf pu>pk, .lll·ict), r1orrns. lli:-lor). the \\C>r!J and 

tile ,,1,p!(' of the c1c:1tcJ re:,lit). Chri,tia 1 hi,tnrill~r:p!i:, 1111.'an:-. to enter into 

the .stud.\ of histoi-.\ in .,l!Cl a ,,ay th, t ii 111,t) le:1J to an an:.iiy,b anJ accourrt nf 

the lii-torieal proL'L•~. that i, true. insightful, and rl'\C3ling 1,f the human 

l'1111d1tio11 and h1,tqric:·I re:tlit:,. l't1t till anuth1:r ,,ay, Chri,tian hiwiriu.::,r:1phy 

imohl~ .sclf-rnnsciou<; rdkrtion 011 C11unJu1iun,tl thing-, in on.Jcr that the 

,ocatilin of Christian hrstorbns m;i~ more n::1dily bc transformed hy the 

Jn(>ti\'atitin of tl1e gospl!l and that the pruuuct of thl'ir bhc,rs may c;.irry 1mplicitly 
th ... 111,irks ot dw Gnspl'l."2l 

79 

Acrnruing to ~klnrire Chrbtian hi,t(Jriogrnphy l'rnhrace~ the entire historical existence 1>f 

a Christian sncrcty. A socit'ty in 1d1ich the Gu~pl'l of Jl.!sus Chr':.t ha, been spreaJ \dth its 

hi~tllrical L'\i:-1e11ce 1n tht! numh uf Sc, ipture \~ Iii ch arl! reflccteJ in C\'cry sphere of life and 

.ire in t·c1111rast to :i sinful p~1,t. Writing a clJun.:h liistor: for :-ud1 a :-ociety nwans that all 

~1cti\ itit..:s a11J ckveloprne11t.-, rnuq hc i11t1:rprc1<.·J in the light of thL· Scriptures. 

One rnore oh
0

ervation: 'll1L mis,ionaril.!s rnncei\'l'd of th1; hi..,torv of the CCi.P (Nk 110ma 

S) nod) in a tl1fkr,·nt !--en.-.e corn pared to tht· imlrgcnous mini~ter. ·n1e sources of the wry 

,:,me hi.-.turical c11urse is t1d;crt·111ly understood. l\:rhaps the historian~ of the yo 1nger 

reformed churd1c, are in the hes( pn,;irion to !--ludy und untkrst:.111d the historical rccurJs of 

tht..: churc
1

1e, of \\h1d1 they are member,. They h:t\'C rnrne into unothcr rdationslrip ,,ith 

thc,t: do~·unll'lll\, T!ie missionaril's m:1cc1,·•· J ti; th('rn in terms of a rni:-..,ion of a foreign 

\.'.hurd1. The mini~ter and church historian of thL) (ltP1~t!r church c:oncch c of them in 1e, ms 
of a church docunwnting ihelf :inJ thl·ir o,, n past. 

I ik1..· th1.: 111i,!sionaric, th<.-! mi11i,tL'1• and church hi,toriam, of the )'l1..iri_.!cr d1urchc!> are ran 
('1 thl ,cry ,amc rt'lormt..:J nrnfes,ion. l IIC.) -"h:.ttl' a hi-.iory of Gnd\ Jning. f1ut to the one 

it 111~:in, hi'1ory nl a 1111,sio11, to the other hi,tury ot' u chmeh. \\'hat has hc:1..:11 written -is 
I· ,t,1r:, of a 111i"'ion 11111~1 bl· writtl'Tl a, hi,111ry of [l chun:h. 

l•1 ,'.
1

lt
1

.: tll1..• hb:ll~)- ol .i d1urd1. 011c doc~ no: .-.t:.irt w1111 :1 111i,sio11:.iry. a mi11btcr, :-- ;11; 

ufr n.~ , . • ' ~r oi tilt..: d11irch. A reforn11..·J d111rd1 COl11L'.!. 10 1he forc ,~ :1e11 the \\ orJ 111' G 1 

. \ ' .. ~ 
,. 

. ,• .. . . '. ' .\ ' ... • .... 
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is preached, the sacraments ~cncd und Ji ciplinc i ... cxcrcii;ed. Church hbtory describes the 
past of the Chri'11an community. 

This community of belie\er. i governed in terms of an order understood in term~ of 

Scriprnrc. The church historian must know \\ here and v. hen the church come to 

expression in a reformed sense. This means one must know the ~) stem of go\·ernment of a 
rcformeu church. 

·, . . . ' . ' '""'f . ' . . '~ 
"·· . .... 

. ~ , 
' . ,. .... • . t ,, . . 
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CII \l'TER 6 

'f'IIE PRI.\I \RY SOURCES OF A PRESB\'TERIA:\' CHURCH 

l ,YfRO D UCTI < >N 

81 

Th-: primary !>Ourct:s related to : ,khoma Synod must be understood and used in t,~rms of 

the gO\~·rnmcr,t of the church. it is t:ierefure very nccessnry that they be it.h-nuficd 10 their 

\ ariou.~ categories :md pl: 'ed in hi~torical context. Nkhom:.i uses a presbyterian system. 

1. IIJSTORIC,\L SOURCES IN TIIE CO"GREGATIONS 

The first two l'1>n~rcgatio11s were ~hera, e!>tahlishcJ in 1889, and Kongwc, establishco in 

1894. At the 1imc of the cc:itcnary, one hundred congregations had been formed. Cach 
-:ongregation has a c'"•r.:-h council. 

1.1 The minutes uf' church counciJs 

When 
1
vriting the histor) of a reformed church one 111ll!>l start with ~ource material of the 

community of hch~vcrs, the congregation. The church council comprise all active church 
elders elected for the wards of the particular congregation. 

The l'.ounci! meets un a .-.cl1edukd basis. nctired elders and deacons can attend meetings 

called to discuss thl.! current matters of the congregation. Active c.!Jers convene when 

discipline is to he discussed. The min;., of the congregation usually acts as the 

moderator of the cl1•1rch council. Where the ng~nda concerns the minister personally, or if 

the congregation docs not have its ,mn minister. :mother m:;,,qer from a nearby 

congregation, appnintcJ hy the presbytery, becomes the moderator of the church council 
nnd takes rcsiJonsibility for all the issues cJiscu.;sed. 

Church councils also cfo,cus!'t matters relating to the election of eluers. overtures to the 

Synou, cvungclbm !>tatistics, stewanhhip and finances. Usually the church council appoints 

smaller committees 10 look into matters of youth, women activitit:s. building, evangelism 

and the like. These committees submit reports to the church council. Tht: minister is a 
mcn,bcr anu !>ometimes d1:.11r111an of the!se committees. 

The majority of the minutes of the church council are r<:.'l:tted to disciplinarJ cnscs, most of 

\\ hich are concerned ,\ith :-ocial matters such .:.ts mnrri:ige oubide the church. adulter)', 

polygamy :ind h~·cr urinking. u~ually these ca~es :m: not fully dcscribeJ in tlie minutes. 

The name of the person con<:crned. his transgression and the judgement of the church 
council on th1: transgres~iun arc the only iriformatioP that appears. 
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The minute books arc of primary importance tn unJerstanJ a reformed church and to 

Jc.scribe its history. The beliefs and life of the congr<.::f:.ttion is r<.::corded ant.l r~•fkcted in 
them. 

Ir must be mentioned that some congregations do han: records of church t'H'IIB and issues 

especially fro,n the time \\hen indigenous ministers cook d1:.trgc. For t•xamplt!, the 

congregation had to ra; their stipenJs from their cm n local resources. The} had to builJ 

manses for the ministers These eveiHS and issues began to ch:rnge the mntext of the 
minutes of the church council :mJ are helpful in historical reconstruction. 

Some congregations keep a separate minute hook for the church council and d1s1.·tplinary 

casrs and another for Illt!etrng!-- attl.!ndc.:d by n:tircd ciders. dearnns :111J othi.:r leaders of the 

church. fn th~, l:iuer, c,·cm..; pertaining to the gro\\lh or the church. its )Cluth, evangl!!ism, 
and so f~H·th are recorded. 

1 he cl1urch co1111cil appoints a scriber or a session clerk to rcrnrJ all the decisions of the 

council in a we I-bound, srrnng minute hook. The minutes of the church council are usually 

hand written. ·-1ie minute book rcm:iins the property of the congreg:. ion and must be kept 
in the offices of the church. 

It is important to note that all congregations of Nkhoma S) rmd h:t\e church councils and 
minute books. 

1--Jow<:vcr. in a recent survey of these congregations th-:: foliowing \,as discovl'rcd: 

a) Some of the congregations have not kept their minute books intact. 

b) Others ha\e lost some uf tlwir oltl minute books which were full. 

c) In some cases \\here 1he hooks ha\c been kept intact, a numb:r of the p:iges have 

been torn out. It appears that p.igcs were torn otJt intcminn:illy. Sometimes people 

\\ho were members of rhc church council and \\ho had access to the church records 

Je!>troyed pages containing information of a :shameful nawre abom themselws or 
their relatives. 

tl) Minute hooks of church l'Olll1L'ils lla1;e abo been .'.tolen, thro\\ n into the hush (when 

cliscov1..•red to he useless) and burnt by lire or destroyed by rain (e.g. Khl1la CCAP). 

For instance, nm all the d1urch coundl's minute hooks ol the olde;,,t l'ongregation Mvera 

,trc .ivail;.ible, only those from 195'\ lO 1971; from 1971 tn ''J77 and frorn 1977 to the 

prc'.-lenr. All the.! earlier 111inu11; hook:- :,r~• rnis~ing. ,\11,inda rnngregatiun, officially 

~- 0 • - . t. \ 
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c.''.'-tabli.sbt>J in 1902, ha'.'- minute books ,l\"ailablc only from Augu!it ]()4_1 to \ugust 1960. 

Tlit> earlie~t minute honk\ arc mi)sing as ,,ell ~is th0sc of the pcrioJ .:Ji.c 1%0. Chilanga 

congregation was 1:-.1abl i~hed hy Li\ i ngstoni:.J i\ I issinn in l S<J7. "1711..' re art' "l i nu te hooks for 

each of the follo\\'ing four periods: 26 June 1913 to 28 January 1931;. "\ \fay 1931 to 26 

October [Q54; 6 Augu t 19i-!5 to 1987; 1987 to 1989, Again, the rrin :ic1 of the earliest 
period are missing. :-is arc those between 1955 to 1985. 

lt is important that the rninute books be looked after properly. The ~yu:.i should c..il! for 

all old hooks to he kept in the central archi\'es. At the same time each of tl1e congrc~:.tions 
.,hould ha\'e its own arrhi,·cs to keep records. 

1.2 Roll-Books/registers 

When a new congregation comes into heing, nil the 11:1mes of communicant mcmbC'r~ "· _ 
\\rilten in the roll-book or register. The register has information on the name oi thl! 

person, his clan name, surname or family name, the name of his \illage, when he was 

baptiLed or in the rase of those baptized while infant-,, the date of their confirmation, and 

the name uf the minister who baptized them. The roll-hook points out the oldest 
Christians in the area, fates the beginning of the congregation nnd 111dicates its growth. 

There are also roll-books for the caterhumcn members \\hose names are transferred to the 
roll-books of communicam members\\ hen they arc bapti1ed. 

The infant baptismal registers arc also available in congregations. They help to establish 

the continuity of the Christbn community in a particular area. t\fany people are born, 
baptized, confirmed and marrit!d in the !-lame church. 

1.3 Index books 

In these books a record is kept of e.ich mcmbl.!r's pledged rur: :•11tions. Each year the 

mini~ter goes around 111 the various wards to visit the 111cm ,. , fhc inJt.:x is used for 

idcntif)ing members and their contributions to the church. rn i-.< hooks help t!Je historian 

to assess the spiritual depth of membership and to verify ' h..! financial growth of the 
congregation from its early years to the present. 

1.4 Financial books 

Th1..•se bti.>ks give a,, rite-up of the income ,llld expenditure of the congregation. Each year 

the fin~1ncial hPoks are checkeJ by a )) nod repre~entativc and the report is ~ent to the 

Presbytel) for discussion. Thc.!se rq1nrts reveal the financial history of the congregation. 
I or the rurpose ot histnrical inv~s1i,gations 1hese hooks are important. 

tr • • • 
. ' 
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1.5 Duplicate of marriage n:rtifkatc,; 

Accn1 ding to Christian ritc.:s 111 ~1:ila\d all thi: orcbinec.l rninbters of rcgiste ·ed 

denomin:uions can nfficiatc at Chri:.tian marriages ar~d issue 111:irri: ge ccrtifkatc, to thi: 

couple . ~Iarriagc may unly be concluded in the church building. 1-rom the time the 

<.:ongrcg:uion assume it-.. status a, a congregation, it mu<.: 'crp dupli1 ate:, ot th1,; rnarria& 

certificates is ucd. I Ii rically. the. e duplicate can , 11scc.l as ,ourcc rn.itcrial for 

researching the hisHir) 01 C:hn tian m:11 riagcs in that p:mi- ~tr congregation. In addition. 

the minister,\\ ho ,ened in thi: congr~'g:ttion can he ic.lcntifkd by tlwir signatures. 

I.() Christian initiation cc, lilicnlcs 

E\·cry believer who wams to become a member of Nkhoma Synod mu~t undergo an 

initiation cour~e which is organised by the council of the church in his O\\ll area. Both 

males a: ,1 females must be gi\cn ccnificati:, to the effect that they ha\'c undergone such 

training. Trained instructors from \\ithin C\'Cry congregation train these people. The 

majority of the cantlidatc~ arc young boys and girls who ha\e rc:1chcd puberty. 

The n:unes of all 1hc -e bclic\'cr, arc written in registers. 

These recorc.ls are found ill most congregations ahhot1gh many are r ,t well preserved. 

2. HISTORICAi. SOt:R\ 'ES 1:-,,· l'RESB\"I ::R!ES 

1\s rnc.!ntioncd, Nkhoma S\ ,1 , l stancc.l as "The ~ti ion nf the DRC ~1\'Cra" in 1889, and 

changed to 'The Cuunl'il of Co,,!rl·gation~" in 190.3, 'The Nkhoma Presbytery" in 1926 

\\ hen it joincu the CCAI' S) noJ :t, .. 1 "Nldi.ima S)nod" when it bcc:.unc a synoJ assliciatc.!d 
with the.! General SynoJ Cr I, n. 

Basically, only the minutes o · ti1,: Col!n ii of Congregations anc.l Nkhoma Prcsbytc.!ry arc 

classified as the minuh.:s of t '1,.hJ'll:t S) no,f. that i!i, those from I 903 to J 951l anc.1 to the 
present. 

r, ~hnulc.l he noted that from 195:! the !'re hy,1•r_, ,f Nklwma was divitli:J i11to two section~: 

north and south.
1 

A full presbytery \tJi) rnc.!t .11:1..r three )Cars. 'I11is arrangement was 

di. apprm ed of by the CCAP S) nod :.., 11 was 1101 in ~tcc,ir<.lanc • \, ith Prcsbyt~rinni~m 

hecau. c presbyteries must 111ect every )U" I I, ·.,·ev ~. these !-Cl' tions c:dstec.l wgc1h,.. r t1ntil 

l \/56 when Nkhoma S) nud \\ a. formed. At 1hc ume four pn.•sb::, 1crics \\'ere formel!: 

~kho111a Pres!>) tCr). ,\ h era J>rc~by1c0 . t. I: lembo Prc~h) tcry and Sal, .bury (I Ia rare l 

~l-.l10ma Prc~b) tcr;, minutes, Kong\\ c:. At1gu·-t I ()52. No 17. p 14. 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



. " ~· • 't . ,.:. • . . f • , • ' \ ., ,J, . 

. . .... . ~ . . . . . . 

85 ..., 

Prcsb) tCr).- ToJay tht' S_, nod of :---"-horna ha cle, en presb) 1erics including i\'khoma 

I'rc,h)tCr). !knee. ,,hen one 1s looking for thc minute of ;,khoma Pre h)ICT)', one must 

be H\\ arc of thi, de, clopmc111. lkforc I 1156 Nl,,.homa Ptc bytef) had the :--amc status as that 

of the present Nkhon~a S) nod, hecau c it discus,ed m:ittcrs affecting the policy of the 
who!..: church. 

!'mm I <>Sc, o,m arJ, the "~;khoma Presb) tCl)" minutc.-:s record m.mcr perinining to only 
the locnl congrcg:1ti<m, in the region of N khoma. 

The presb)tCnr.'.'s meet c,cl) )Car at a pl:icc agreed upon the pre\'ious year. Vsunlly the 

, cnuc i" a cnngregation and a rotating order b fo!lcm rd. The prcsh) tcry i.:; constituted by 

:111 cider and :ninistcr(s) of the con tituting church co1111cil. A leucr of authorization to 

:1ttcnd the prcshytery signt:d Ii) the church COLJncil and the 111ini,ter(s) mu•t be ~ubmittcd 
by the delegate:.. 

In tl:c pre.: bytcry mcctin.g. reports on the life and \\Ork of the local t·ongregations within 

the con. tituency arc dbcu,scd. They also deal with probkms relatcJ to the conce, ned 

congregation:,. The presbytery supcn ise~ office-hearer.,, It carries ded,ions in nccon.Jancc 

\, ith overall S) nod policy. I Iowever, all complcx and doubtful issues nre refor re~ to Syrwd. 

Tile minutes of the pre h) tCf) are Vt:f)' useful hi ... tnrical source ... on the congregations. 

As the.: pre h) 1:;'ry on!) rori•.titute:-. annu.dly, affairs atfocting the congregations are 

:-ttkntfed to hy a "prl'sh)lt'r)' cur,,mittrc" 1\hic11 meet from time 1t1 time as matters arise. It 

is composed of three mini!--ters and t\\O elders wt~o me elected by the pre.,b) IC!)' to .-crve 

fnr one year. The minute,; of lhl· prl'Sh)lCl)' con ,111it1c.•c are equal)) valuable because tl.ey 

contain the day-to-day affair~ pf 11,.: congregation of a n:i;ion. such as induction and 

Jcmi. sinn of minister.,. the es1abli~hme1Jt of nc,, congrcgauo:1:-., or selling of h,>tmdar:cs of 

new congregation:;. rt:l.,e matter, ;11P u,tt.tll) of great bistoril:>! :mnurtanct.:. 

All the minute::- uf tl:c presb)tcrie!-- anu of the pre b1, .; commitkl'S are firs, hand-written 

by the secretary, but ;.itL'r I) JWJ h)' the 5) l'Od a lministr .. iion anJ rnaJI.! a, ailablc for all 

nuni tcr!i and congr .. ga:i1111.-.. IO r1·aJ. ·1 h .. t 111ca11, 1: .•t all the 111i11utcs of all the 
11rc~b,:, terics arc in JHh\.:~»ion of all ministers and c1,11g. •ution:,. I lli~ circulation is 

important bee n1 I! min, ter.s ca , 1 
... calleJ by congregation o, :tll) prcsh) t.:-ry. anJ mu ; be 

i iformcd ahom ,he C\hti.1g pn::sh), .:;y and tl1e congrcgatiun. 

::;--- i\'klrom,, P~ • r:, 11 , ........ ~. '.\°l:homa. ,\ugu t I 956. ~ll ... p 12. 
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·1 ne formauon of nt.:,, pre:-.b) 1cncs l-ince I <l5(, ha mcam that some congrt·g:nions h3\ e 

l.illen under tlilfore111 pre-sh) 1c1 i-.s. Since 1957 minutt.', of the four presb) teric:-. began to 
appear sep:muely . 

.3. Hl TORI CAL SOl RCES 01· '1 HC S\ SOD 

3. l $) nod minute .. 

'fl1e minute:- of 1he Nkhoma S)nod run from 1903 to the prescm. ,anously idl!ntified as 

minutes uf the Council of Congregations, of the Nkhllma Presb;tery (1926), and of 
:--:khoma S) nod ( JlJ5c, ). 

The minu1e of the \'khom:i S) nod contnin m ertures of congrcga11011.~ made directly or 
through the presb) terk. They contain decisions on odal, ethical, doctrinal and 

administrati, e i,sue:-.. The Synod\ Jcci ions are to state the policy of the church anJ is to 

be taken ,,ith rcferenL·e to Scripture. Th..: dcd,ion of the S)nod is con.,idcrcd the overall 

ruling which all congrega1ions mu,1 put imo practice and adhere to. In this ,,ay the 
deci,ions of the SynoJ :ire also thl! decision of the congregation . 

The delegates to SynnJ comprise one cider from each con&regation and the rninister(s) of 
the congregations. 

The minutes of SynoJ are very important for historic:11 research. because the) exprc. s a 
general, ·e,\· of all thl! congregations. 

3.2 S)nod reports 

The various standing commi1tces appointed by Sy110J ha, e to draw 1,p report:.. 'I11e.:..e 

Jocuments arc compileJ \\ell before the Synod meeting is con:.tituted. Con1111ittet·~ can 

al o lw nppointeJ by S) nod to im estignte a p:inicular matter. ·111e recommendation!> of 

these committees are either allopted J S)noJ or rejecteJ. Usually the members of these 
<.·ornmittecs .sen e for t\\O years i.e. from the one meeting of SynoJ to the next. 

The more or le,, permanem committcc, of Synod are rdated to Jcp:1rtmcms. The 

members of the!>e Ct11111ni11ecs must he a<.'quaimeJ \\ ith the running of the particular 

departments :.rr·d be able 111 enlighten S)nod on the progre, made and their future plan.s. 

The heads 01 l !pannwn1,, \\ ho are u,unlly managers. and s, nod's General Sccretary 

usuall) have full information on the artivitie, of the Jepann nh because of their long 
en ice and as,odation ,\ith the ,,ark. 
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I I ere i1 1s irnport:rnt to note that the t.indin!' <:ommiuee contrihutl.! much to the s:, nod's 
policy and admmi-,tr:ni,,n h) \\ a:, ot rccomrnenda1ions in their reports. 

3.3 S)nodkal cornmitlc'r mi11111cs 

·111e minutes of the S) nodrc:il Commi11ee of • khoma .. re kg,irdcd :,s pan of the Synod 

minutes. 'J he S) nodkal Commi1tcc is lOn ,>os •d of ll\O member, from c:1ch presbytery. 

The four members of the ~loderamen a:1d 1he General Secretary a, ,,ell a, the Liai,on 
Officer nre ex-officio members. 

'J11i Co111mi11ee meets l\\ic!.! a )Car for 11 5crv~•s a., an interim commi11ee to look after the 

al fairs of S) nod. As such ii decide on , ariou,, i!>SUe \\ Iii ch arc referred to it and rela1ed 

to a, ailable Syrod ;10licy. ff an bsuc h:is 1101 bc1:n di.scu:.sed by Synod it ha" 10 \\:tit for the 
nc.\t Synod mc~1ing. 

The S) nodical Commi1tee muc;1 dbcus, the reports from the Standing Committees of Synod 

at least once hcfore the next Synod 111ec1ing. •\II reports and que,tio11s from prrshyteries 

\\ hich come before it in tlie year\\ hen 1he S) nod doc!'! nu1 convene can he dealt ,dth hy the 
S) nudical Committee. 

·n1e historical re~earchcr will lind lhP minutes of 1hc Synodical Commiuee to be more 

admini,trati\'C, sugges1i\'e, :rnd rcOe1.1i\ c 1han the S) nod minutes. 'll1ey arc really 

informati\'e since the Committee rnec1s more often than 1hc Synod. Usually its 
recom111enda1ions arc adopted by Synod,, i1h few or 110 changes. 

In the pa:st, befor1: :--.:khorna S) nod ,,as con~ti1u1cd, the Pre b) 1ery Committee of fi\'e 

members acted a, the Syno,fical Comniiuec. 111e number of representations to !his 

Committee incrc:1,ed in 195~. when lhc Presbytery of Nkhoma \\Js split into two regions, 

nonh and south. l;ach region \\a, represcntcJ b) four repre~entati\Cs 10 make eight. It 
\\ orkcd in the inlt:rim before the 1ricnnial meeting of the Presbytery. 

The minute~ of 1hc-.c t,\o ~ections which m1:1 in their 0\\ n region, became pan r \khoma 

Prcsb) rcry and :-.ratembu Presbytery minute,; respectively when chis arrangement wac; 

ceaseJ on the reuim111cndatio11 ot (CAP S) nod. This should be noted when doing 
historical research. 

The minute of NJ.:homa l'rcsb) rcry E,l'cuti\c were incorpor. ted \\ord for word into the 
minurc, of the f'resb) tcry ihdf. 

Hut the minute~ of rhe S) nc,dical Commiuc:..: :ire only commented on b) SynoJ before the 

llC\\' agenda uf the bi:mnu:d S)nod meeting. TI1cy :ue :ictually ,~·p:1rate minute., although 
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tht:) m:1y he b1i1111J t11.;c1hcr \\ilh 1h.11 of the ~)nod 1u~1 lo fullcm the ,i.;qUt'ncc. ·n1e :imc 

i, true of the minute.- of thc ,\iotlcramcn I .... ,e mt:1u1c, mu,1 be: rc.,u in clm,nologir:il 
o:-dcr. Th<.: Synndk3J Cnmmittce, comrncnt on ti t i\lot.kr:11nen' minute . :u d the S) nod 
on omh of thern. 

]A The minute, of the :\lullt•ramcn 

The:: :-.1oJcrawr. thc dcc-:-.fodnator. 1hc clerk of SJ·md :mJ Jur!lor cled. ;ire clcncd lrN 

:.imong the minister!> of rnngreg,ttiorh at CH'!) hi.innu'"I S> nod rnectmg. Their 111:-iin tluty is 

to implement decisions made by the S;.r1ou or l11e S} ncH.Jic;.i) Commiucc. The ~fodernmcn 

deals with the daily routine a.; it is brought to their alfcntion hy th!.! :iJmini,1r:11ors 1hrough 

the office of the General Secretary. Vario~-, m:111ers arc Jiscu:-seJ in '-<.·~•ping \\ith the 

policy alreauy laiJ down by S} nntl. Thc .\fmkramen h:i:-. no :rnthority to make new policy 

but must refer dubious mauer~ to the S) no<..lical Committee or 10 S) notl Jepcntling on the 

nature of the s:•me. As !)UCh, the ,\1oJerami.:n meeh more often th:rn the S) nodical 

Commillee as it acts :.:.; an E-.:ecu1i,e of Synod. The minute, of M0Jcr~1rnen :ire alsn 

considered pan of the minutes of S)noc.l hut subject to the aJoption hy S)noJ or S)nodicaJ 
Committee. 

When a historic:il researcher read!, rhe Jiff erem source marcri:.ils. he ~houhJ he aware that 

Jifferent design:.i1ions ha, e hecn u:--t:tl for the minute!) of the SynJdical Commlltce and the 
J\foJeramen o,·er the years. 

Different designations ha, e hcen u~ec.J for lht• minutes of the S) noJical Committee lm:r 

the years. First, they \\ere simply\\ ritten with an indication of the date c1f thi.: meeting, the 

members present and the items of the :.ige11da. Latt:r the le11ers "KS", \\hich is the 

abbreviation for the Chiche,,a "Kabung,,e Ka Sinotli", meaning "Synotlical Committee" 

were used. Since these letters were also used for the Modcramcn mim1t<.:s this cau.,cd great 
confusion. 

Hence in April 1981, Synod decidetl to use "SC' for the minute, of the Synm.fic~d 
Committee and "l\1'' for the .\1oderamen3. 

See .\"khoma Synod minu1e,. so; :\j'ril. JtJ,SJ pp 1. 2. 
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4.1 \Jinutes of the C:c11eral SJ111Jd 

111 minute, rif Gt•ncru1 S)nod d.uc back to 1924 \\hcn the CCAP S)nod ,,.is formed. The 

Gcncrn
1 

") nod II df onl) l\ me 11110 heing in 1956, \\ hen the pre. h) tcries of Bbnt) re, 
:\'khor1.1. nd I I\ ;r •,toni •• became~) nod~. 

Ccnrr.11 s. nod meets c, ry fo,1rth )C,1r, ,ind delegate nre dr:mn from :Ill synods. 
l{ci,rc,cn1,11ion is detcrmia.cd by the numLcr of communic.im i11 c.ich S)nod. 

l11e mailer di,cu,,ed in Gener.ti S)nud arc dr.mn from )nod~ .111J as suc:h the dcci:sions 

:1rnvcd :11 .ire a fair rep1esenta1io11 of all S)nods of the C'CAP. Therefore, the minutes of 

the General S) nod can aim help the researcher on the historical a pects of N'khoma Synod. 

4.2 Rcpnr I of ., nods 

The gencrai :.~crctaricc; (or clerks) of all y11ods nre obliged 10 gi\l' a \Hillen report to 

C,encr.11 S) nod nn the life and \\Ork of th~ir particular S) nods. '!'he reports co111ai11 matters 

!!Ul'h w, hnundary dispute hemccn ynods, theological training of mini tcr , formation of 

ne\\ ') nod in the CCAI', cases of reponemcnt of minister , decea,ed mini:,tcrs, mttistics. 

oc, dopmcr11 taking pl. c _ in the S) nod,, etc. The reporh ,ire di cus.,ed by General Synod 

und comm('ntcd on, and ,1-; uch they prO\ 1de a great deal of informatit,,I on the historical 
.1~pcc1 of tile md1v1d11al S! nod,. A rcsc:1rchcr on ~khoma S,>nod \\Ill find them ·,•cry 
ll!iCfuJ. 

I he rcpon-. of S) nod : re u uall) app~nded to the minutec; of General S) nod in their 
rm •111,tl form. 

43 ~linutc <1fthc:--t,111dingt'om111it11:t•of'Cc11cralSJnod 

l'he compos11ion of the S1.111dmg Commiuec is :is follm,s: ·1 he .\1odcrmor, the Vice-
1\t,.,! ... r,1tor, th,· Senior l 'lc.'rk. the Ju111or C'lcrk/Trca~urcr, the Dcpul) Clerk (these are C);• 

ufr ,1:10 ); :in .1dd11ion of I\\ o reprc,c111.11h c f, om c.1<:h "') 1wd, 11:imd) a mini~tcr nnd an 
eldcr 

I he C11mmi11ce norm,111: meet :11111, .di) hut rn.i) it at an: lllnc \\ hen important mauers 

rt:q 11rc 1n111k'cl1,1tc dcd,ion 10 he t .. k..n for the •ood of the chun.:h The Comm':tcc i• 
• n ,,er, hie to Gener,,! S:noJ ,n .. 11 is ucs. 

l'hc.: 111111, .. ._ of th1 C'ornmo11cc :,r1.: a!,o p.1n of the m1m11c, of General S) nod. The) rcflec1 

l

1 
''-' rn 1 1. ken 011". 11 ho I c :11< d in the lntdir I b ... forc Gen,..r.t! S)n ,J m~et in four 
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:'-·:us. Thcrefure the minutl's of this Committ-:-e arc.! importanr documents for the hi'-lorkal 
re~earc!1er 011 ~kho111:1 Synod, but abo on the other CCAP Synods. 

Defore General S1noJ \\as formed in 19511, the Standing Committee was the S
1

11ouical 

Committee of the CCAP S)nc.l formed in ll)24. It \\.JS in 1925 that the Rev Andrcya 

Narnkumba \\:lS the first (klegatc from Nkhoma Presh:- tl'ry to he :1pp11intcd a member of 

the Synodical Cor111nittee of the CC,\P S)nod bdore the formal joining in the following 

I , ' • ' • • • _,,,.- C • . • :. ,. • • • , 
~ / t\ ." • ~ • .ti P'-
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CII \PTER 7 

U~ l~G OIUL TR \l>ITJO~ ro RJ:l<>~STRl Cl' n IE IIISTUln' OF NKIIO~l \ 

S\'~OD 

l:'\'l l{OIHX'TIO~ 

In the pr1.:,ious ch.1pt1.:r probkms concerning the historiogr;,phy of !':1-homa Synod l a,e 

been identified. In thi chapter the \Hi ting and tud) ing of ,he hi,tol) of the C"CAP 

(Nklioma S) nod) in a scientific man111.:r and by u,ing oral tradiuon i considered. IL has 

been pointed out that not ma,.y African comert to the Chri tian faith could rc:1d or \Hite. 

Consequently, there arc almo t no written source, by :--..t:1lrrnian Christians of Nkhuma 

S'.) noJ. The book hy S,1muel 't' Kthara, a Chric;tian tc::i.chcr of :'\khoma Synod. Nan10ni 

Kat:ingc,a 1, i\lhi, i ~a ,\dll'\\a.:.\ i\b~:1mh11za3 and ~thondu4 :ire the only exceptions. 

I'xccpt i\ 1 hu~a ~anton Katl'n:,.:c,a, \\ hich i a biography of the Rev Nanwn Katcngczu, 

thc~c \\filings arc not church-hi,;torical. T ·y do supply important facts about the hi'-tory 

of the Chcwa people and thdr cultur.1I heritage. Another l\tal~l\\ian book, i\1akumbi' 

i\ li)umho nci1 ,\lnlirn ,a Acl1c"a5 tries to adv,1ncc the 111ission:11y cause. 

1 lo,,c,cr, 111.1:1y people h,1ve been told ornlly of the i\1alawians' experiences and cncountcr 

"ith the mis~ionarie'i. lJ..,ing or,1I tradition is one possihility oi .:-•>ming to know the hi tory 

of the CCAP in .1 more iw:ligenou and objccti,e way. 

1. TIii~ l;\IPOl{'l',\:\CL OF PR \L SPEECll/'IIUDITH>N 

I fotorian ha,e paid much attention IO the :.cicnufic a-,scs~mcnt of oral tradition. In 

African culture oral 'ipecch i!'I a recognised mcarn, of C\ Cf) day co111munication. Oral 

speech i used in oc1ctal >rgamsatinnal udministrntion. Through oral spcedt or oral 

trndition \\C ha\C prescr.cd the wisdom of our ance~tor . We ha •c used it in marriage 

contract~ and festivals a~ \\Cll n, in enthroning king or chicts. Although not written dm,n, 

ckkrly people 1,,.now their trihal relationships. clan tic and how their families arc 

con11cctcd6• IL is tor this reason that modern African hi,torian. in,ist that nrnl 

hi'it11rio •r:1phy must hr developed in rccon-.1ructing tt c forrign \\ iittcn historiography7. 

Th: !-.:lltlc .1pptic~ to t,tc rcc0tl',trul·tilln mi s1on:tf) hii;tory in term nl clturd1 hi tl>r) by 

irid1genous church 1.1,torian,. 

., 
3 
4 
5 
(l 

7 

Nth 1r.1: ;\ll U'>a N.~, ":itcngeza, 
'thara. ,\lhiri ,a Adu.'\\11 . 

Nthara: ,\ l, ,a11·1h111a. 
Nth,1r.i: :'\tl;ondo. 
\lakumhi: :\lalirn ncli ,\liHtmlm ,a Achc\\:t, 
!"age (l.:c.l.). \l'ric:1 di,;cm~•1 · ll cr°l'a,1, p 2 
t-.i-7.erhu: Cc11c1 .11 I Ii ltlr~ of \1'1 i.-a I, p I 1 

. . 

. . " ' 
J • • • • .. , 

' . 
' ' 
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In our time ornl historkal research has been acccptcJ as an important fc:1111rc of hil-torical 

,1udy. In the past. thi:, method \\ as not acccprcd by \\"cs tern historians a.1, a rcs<.'arch 

method because it ,,as regarckd as unreliable. TI1ey only accepted ,Hillen record:, a.1, 
trusmonhy and of historic-al significance. 

Since Africa had 110 ,uitten rcc,mf of her o,, n hr rory, Western hi rorian · even argued 

that the l'Ontinent \\a, ,dthour history and historic:11ly "dead". Jr, their dew. Afr-it-a began 

to lw.c a hbtory from the time i1 ,,:1s rnlonizc.:d by the European , 1hat is, in th~ l igl11ec111h 

century. A distrng111,hed British prnfcs ,,r, A J> Ne,\ ton, is said to ha\ e ~t.ttcd, "I fo1ory 
only begin when men take 10 writing",8 

\\'hile it is true that the people of Afrka never had a wri11cn history, it c .:rtainly docs not 

mean that th1;y had no hisrory. They h:iJ i1 in their memoric ;md they pas edit on 1n their 

llesccndanl.\ from generation to generation. In <loing M> they nw.intaincd tl,\!ir cultural 

more and tr,1di1ion,. It ,,as 1hrough oral tradition that the African nations lived in rheir 

identical groups in !"ljlite of the m:111y triln1l group .. ·1 he recollection of the past was :i H'I)' 
imponam aspect of their life. 

\ OR \L IIISTOR\' IN \\'ESTEl~i\' EUROPE 

An anl· ent exnmpll! of the u e of ornl historical C\ ide11cc in Europe i, in I lo mer, the C,rcek 

philosopher\, ho rcrnuntcd the fall of Troy in the Iliad. I le is said to h.1,e he<.•11 the first 

kn<mn or:d l11sio, inn. I he same is true of llcrodolu and Thucydides, both of\\ horn made 
u,;e <,r the spoken 1.1lcs t•oflccred per onally from informant 9• 

The \Vcstl rn historians \\ ho touay m:iimain that only \\ ritten sourrrs nrc history haq~ 

forgortcn 1!1' fact 1ha1 before reading and \\ri1ing came into being. ornl tr:1dition of the 

West was also u ·cd in the construction of their written history. For in lance, during the 

Celtic period pcct~ reconstructed 1hc pa:--1 in spoken or sung poem:--. Some families p:iid 

the~e por.t 10 im cn1 great dccJ. about their ancestors. In 1his way the) wanted to dc\'alc 

rheir ancc,:ors or create a cnse nf !heir O\HI politi.:al or oci:ll imponarwc 10. ·1 hus they 

successful!) inventc:d their past hi tory, 10 '-llC'h a dc£ree !hat omc familic. \\Crc elevaicll 

re par:11noun1 stnru,. r!1i is only a:1od1cr example 10 illustrate th:11 oral tradi1io'l has made 
1 great cnntri!,IJt;·ll . .11 the hrstury and his1oringraphy of Western Europe. 

~ F:1ge (Eel.): Op. ci1., pp 1-2 
Q I knigc: Oral lli,1oriograph~. p 7-'S 
1U I lt•nige: Op. cit, p 11 
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In tht.! .\ l idtllt: Ages t h1: 111011 k, d the C!1ristian church hu,icd the msclves ri..:cmcling cllu re h 

IJbtor") ,ind the greater pan ()f their accourw. Wa!-. dr~rn n from the oral tr:1ditton of older 

mi.:n who rerncmhcrcd the JK1s1. Thl'ir coumerpa1ts, the: ,\luslirn hi,toriam, did tht.: s:.m1c. 

According to :--1usli111 k);!:.tl procc:durc for C\amplc, it \\as a cardinal principle: that 

l',YL'\\'itncs!-. t:\'idL·nce \\.t'.-i to he ,,.tlucd mote than any form of \Hillen tlocumentation! In 

both inst[mce, pcrrnn:.d 1e,timony \\as preferred to \\fitten n .. cords 11 . In African traditicn 

an ~'yewi111~ss i~ :ilso much fll()rc rc~pec1cd than an) \\ri11cn r~rnrd. especially among tile 

rypical village people. The ma_jnrity of rn,1rriaµe bonds are confirn,ed only by the 

ayeement of cyc\dtncsses trom both family parties without written proof. 

4. ORAi. SOURCES I~ BIBLICAL Tli\lES 

In utili7ing oral hist()riography in church history, we arc not introducing an entirely new 

method strange tu the faith and the churd1. The importance of oral evidencr has been 

rerngnized in the under~tamling nf !nth the Olt! and th<.! NL"\\ Testaments. Thus. the hooks 

of the New Teswment were cnlla1ed and compiled, not a t the time of the death and 

rcsum:.ction of our I ord Jesus Christ, hut only in the second and third centuries. The 

wri1ten texts we nm, possess uf the canon nf the N<:w Testament were collected and 
rnrnpikd from oral recnllectiom.. 12 

5. ORAi. HlSTOIUOWUPH\ \ S .\ SO URCE OF IIISTOJ-UCAL STl IJJY I'\ \lODERN 
AFRICA 

African historians :in.· convinced that ural historiography must he used, not only as a 

secondary source to written sources, but as an origin:il or primary sourcl.!. It i~ j11s1 as 
in,pl'flant to the \Hiti11g and study of the history of Africa a::;. written .sources 13. 

' foo l)pe~ of oral his10riography must he distingubheu, "oral hislol)" and "ural traditil1n''. 

Ont.! is a current activity. the otlit•r is,. genre of source, although sometimes these terms arc 

used interchangt>abl:,-. "Or..il history" is the term used in the study of the recent past. It i~ 
the personal rt><.:olkctwns of 11-:npk. 14 

II Il eni!-',e: lbiJ,pl l-12 
12 Jl enigl.!: Ibid, p 8; abo J I I l{ohl'rtS anJ AB du Toil: in their hook Guide to lhe :\c,\ 

Tt•stamcnl Vol. J p 7 paragraph 19 it is saiJ: "Some of the older portions nf the 13ible. 
such as th!,! l~:.trlv hi:--torb, we find in its first hooks, 1\~'rL' undouhtedlv for a l0111..( time 
transmitted or~tlly from generation 10 generation. lk1.·a11:-e of thc· memory ot the 
tcchniqut.!s in ;•ntiquity thb ural rraditton was accurate!~· prt>serwJ for po.~teritv. 
1hou!!l1 not ,lithou t ,·ariation. umil it w:.is l'\l.'lllllallv eJitnl and \\ritten down .... It 1s 
l!llj)(>rtant to rcmL"mh1.'r that tht? material recordt•J in the Gospel" also hud an oral 
history livfor1.· it was ad:1p1eJ and puhlbhcd by tile l.'\a11gelbt:- :i few de1.·uJes lat<.:r." 

1.3 h1 7.i..:rh(): c >p. cit., p 11 
1-4 I kn1.L1 l.': Op. cit .. pp 2. 1()(111 
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"Oral tr:iJition'' is a method or a "way of life" ,, hicl1 has been ,, idely practised. it is the 

coile~:ti, c memor: of a people in society. handed do" n fur at least :.i few gencrmi.ins. Orai 
tradition:-. are not just anyone's rcpre!-cntations to uit his wi hes. They are tho~e 

recollections of thi.! past 111:11 ar:: commonly or "officially" kncl\\n in a gi\en culture 15. 

nut a, with \Hitten sources. oral tradition may n,)t alway tell the truth. Thi.! historian 

. eeks to as ess the truth by \'Crificatinn. analy i~ and compari. on of the sources ,, hich ari.! 

at his disp<,!-al 16. To do . o \\ith oral tradition calls for an identification of the problems 
concerned and a rcli:1.l-lc mi.!thod. 

11. PROBf.E~tS OF ORAL HISTORIOGRAPHY 

Both technical and methodological steps must be taken when ordering and as:.essing llral 
tradition. 

h. I The area or fie ld for iml'stigation 

To rec.:ortl oral tradition requires field-work. Oral traditiun is connected to a geographical 

::rnd cultural "unit". It is the tradition of a specific people of a particular region. If thr.! ficltl 

of his research is near or in hi~ r.!nvironmcnt the field-worker will probably know most of 

the people and he will he alile to contact them and conduct his hbtoric:tl investigations 

with case, depending on the topic which he hns chosen. But if the investigation has to be 

done for from his home, country or even continent, he needs to familiarize him~clf with the 
place anti culture, the history anti the people concernt'J with his research. 

To start with, prior arrangement~ must be made to obtain research clearance in the host 

country. Thb is ,:xtrcmely important to enable an open and frienJly atmosphi.!re anti 

relationship with the people. Locally, arrangement~ ncctl to be made ahead of time with 

the llll:al leader~hip or the chiet. Unless this is properly done according to the customs of 

the people, it i:. unlikely that the historian will :-uccced in his undertaking. David llenige 
h.t drawn up points lO consider in regard to this i:, uc 17. 

ror rl'!-earch un the history of Nkhom.1 S) not! the best areas for ficld-,qirk arc the local 

congregations. In the rural areas they are far apart hut in the city of Ulong,\c there arc 

.,c,cral rnngreg:11ions. In ordcr to do research in these rnngregation permission mtt!-l be 
obtained from the local d1urch council a cl the S) nod office. 

15 Fage {Ed.): Op. cit., r h 
J<, l lenigc: Op. l'll .. pp 23-28 
17 Ibid .. p 29 
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If alhmcd to du rc~carch, it is obligatOI") for the ticlJ-\\nrkN t1, travel ,,ith an assist111t wbo 

knm,s the siwa1i1lll and ,;ustoms ot the congregation. The ficlJ-\\orkcr should abo gt.:t c,ne 

of the l<ll":.tls to introJJce him to the conummity whose oral trodition i hdng im·cstigatcd 
and t<> help,, ith tile inten ,cw . 

h.2 T he historian's health 

The research ,, orkcr should take adequate hc:ilth precaution,. It is h<.'st to ('t>ntact the 

ltcahh dcp:i. tmcnt of the host country b<."l'ure departing 10 find 0111 c:-.actly ,, hat must be 

done to r11sure good health II\. In ~falawi hospitals :ire few and far hctwccn. The most 

co111mo11 tllncss ~uffcrcd by foreigners coming from outside this geogr:iphical region is 

mal:11 ia. Nkhoma S) noJ is, ituatcd in thl.! area where mosquitoes :ire common, especially 

along Lake Malawi where the cli111:ti.! is very humitl. According to ~tatistics the average 

temp~raturc in Mal:m i in September, \\hen the temperature starts rising, is 27°c, while the 
daily temperature in winter, whkh lasts from ~foy to October, i$ about ~o0 c. 

The main precaution which e~1cry fit!hJ•\\Orker needs to take, concerns food and drinking 

water. Although he must he polite wr.en it ~nmes to eating and drinking food or water 

offered by locab, it is advisable to he selective bcc:iuse conditions me not as hygienic as 

they could he. At the same time he must be careful not to offend the people and their 

goodwill. To avoid diarrhoea am! dysentery it is advi able to drink water from a fountain 
or borehole or else to boil the ,,atcr first. 

Cd The langu:ige 

African countries have many languages and di:ilects. It i almm,t impossible for a research 

worker to investigate a people's oral tradition if he u.ies not know their l:inguage. It would 

be even better if the resc:ircher were a member of the people whose culture he is 

concerned with. I !is chances of recording and assessing the oral tr:idition of hi s people and 
churrh would be greater, 19. 

,\!though many languages arc ~poken in Mabwi, English and Chkhewa arc the official 

languages. A person coming from abroad can speak English to modern young men, some 

of\\ hom km1•v it fairly well, But some of the elderly pcople who form the core of or:il 

church histonogr:1phy cannot spe:ik English at all. ft b a great advantage if the field­

,, orkcr knm,, 1. hicl1e,\a, becau~e it is the langu:ige in \\hich his hi:-torical investigations 

\\ ill he done. lie hould nnt uni.lcrtakc research \\ithout fir t learning the language from a 

,\lalawian \\hose moth<.:r tongue is Chichcwa. Learning the bngu:igc ,,ill nhviously also 

1~ The i\c,1 ,\l'rkan \'car Book, p llJ5 
19 I k-11igc: Op. d1.. pp 28.'.llJ 

' . . 
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invol\e :rn unckr landing uf the culture anJ how ideas in that language clmnge during 
communica11on ur hcl\\ ~imil,1r ,,ords ha,c different meanings. 

Understanding the language in a cultural cnntC\t is of prime importance, e.'-pecially if the 

oral tradition is translated iri:o another languagc. The problcm is that African languuges 

hmc '>Cant and peculiar lcxicJI material" often foreign to 1110:-1 rcsearchcrs. ~1any African 

languages have no explanatory guidci; or •Jictionaries and mo:-t ,\frican 1Jngu~1gcs ha\'c 

regional and dialectical ,arbtions. It is therefore \'cry difficult tu acquire a real grip on the 
l:mguagc20. 

The CC.AP in M:.il:m i al o extends into Z:rn1hia :tntf Zimhah\\ e, a11d membership is drawn 

from all language groups. T11e language that is <.lominant in a particular area of th!.! synod 

is spoken hy ull member:-, from all mer the country and outside it. In the big citil!S, for 

cxampli.!, Lilong\\c, Blantyre, Znmba and ~lzuzu, congregations ha\'e two or nHHl! services, 

on!.! o!· \\hich i, in Engli h. In thb \\ay ('Xpatriatcs arc catl!rcd for. In the whole region 

under Nkhoma Synod, th!.! central region of Malawi, Chichcwa is used in all services, 

cxc1.:pt where Engli~h is ratcrc<.I for. In th!.! northl!rn region under Livingstonia Synod 

Chitumhuka is used extcpt in a fc\\ areas such a:- in !'!khata Bay and Chitipa di.stricts \\here 

Joe I l,rnguages such as Chitonga or Chilambya arc used rc!--pcctively. Otherwise 

Chitumbuka is the main language of th!.! church. Bluntyre S) noJ, \\ hkh comprises the 

;, hule '-0llthern region, U!'.Cs Chichcwa, although Chiyawo and Chilomwc may be used in 

locJI situations. nut the official transcriptions l>f Blantyre Syno<.1 arc in Chichewa as its 
:nernhcrship i~ dr:m 11 mostl) from ( hristi:ms from ~falawi. 

Today most people in Malawi know Chichcwa, although the local language is used in 

church ser\'iccs. Malawi ha:-. about t\\clve languages uscJ by churchcs21 . It is f1)r language 

reasons that clwrd1cs in the cities have at least one ,c!rvice on Sunday in English. 

Communication with these people coulJ be a problem to a foreign interviewer or 

researcher It 1s aJvisahk to use inrerprcters to help him to interpret from an,' into 

English. Although most ) ming people today know Englbh, the majority of people who 

kt:cp the oral tradition uf the church <.lo not know English. English is an official language 

along with Chkhe\\a. Almost all the people in ~talawi knn\\ Chichcwa because it i~ taught 

in all sclHh>k It is the medium uf the ~lal:m i Brn:1<.lcasting Corporation. It is thl!rdore 
cac;icr to imcstig:ne om! trat.litinn in ~l:llawi if one know:, Chiche\\a . 

.20 I lcnig:!: Op. cit., pp 11~-70 
2 l Patrick Johnstone: Opcr:11 ion \for Id, I <i7,' ' 28. 

. . I . 
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(1,4 Till' problem of d1 ronolog_, 

Since oral tradition ha, no \Hit,en re~ord, 11 onl:, rdatc, tact, and happening,. without 

~ih:d:.il date,. It i, difficult to determine.: c.:xacrly \\ hen p:.irtkular c, em occurrc.:d. 

But .\frkan are good ~ll r1.·lating e,ent~ 10 the se:i:-ons (Ir time, of catat:trophc or 

pr()l,pcrity. !"or example. the) :ire able to place an e,em in 1m1e in 11.:rm of the rwmber of 

r .. 111 ,ea,orl'. that h.1,c go,ie b) after the c,e111 n~·curred 11r the) ,,rll link the birth of a 

pc.:r~on !Cl a particular plact> ,, here 1111.·re \\a, a famrnc.•. It is th~·rdorc heller to ask 

questions that will help to remind them ahout the period by referring to major e,cni.. that 

ha\'e occurred. Some maj<1r e,eni.. in ~lala,d are the :--:goni \\ah: ,l:l\c trad1,;: ,1bolition of 

:-l.1,e trade: the )l'ar \\hen the mbsion hcadqll.1rter:. were mmcd from M\'er:.i 10 ~khom:i 

(JllJ3): World War J (1 1114-J<ll~J: the Chile111lmc upri,ing (i<JJ5); \\'orlJ \Var II (fl.139-

11145): the year ot famine (Jl/.-llJ). the )Car Ill the c111ning of the Ng\\azi Dr I{ Karnuzu 

Banda ( Jll5.S): the :,car ot inJcpL'lld-.'ntc from Briti,h rule (1%-JJ: the jubilee )Car oi the 

tranf-.lation uf tht" Bible into Chiche,\a ( l 117J). The~c C\Cnl\ help to Jctermine the 
apprmima1e date~. Variation, cnuld b1.' ~oh ct.I b) \\ :t) of compari,on.22 

Chronology i, al,o di~tortcJ b) the e,cnb. A later CH:1111.oult.l recci\'(• mun: attention than 

an t::, ,. lit:r onc. or \ice ,ers.1. For e\amplc, the !\l\c.'ra congregation \\US the fir,t to be 

estahlishe..: anJ it \\W, the ht':tdqJarterr, of the whole ml',sion field in ~f:tl:mi fur 1wc111y­

four years until 19 IJ. But hccam,c of geugr.1phicnl prc,hlcm . c.:spedally the lack of \\:tier. it 

became 
1

1ecc.ss:1f) to mo\ e the hcadquartt.:rs to ,\ khoma. :S: O\\ the name of the S:, not.l is 

Nkhuma S)nod anJ 11u1 ,\I\ cr.1 S) nod. In dealing" ith chronolog) care rnu~t he t:.1kcn that 
the earlier c,ent~ arc nut neglected in f:i\our of more recc1111,nc.,.-, 

,, .. 

Ar.nthl'r example of di,tunion i, that the first meeting uf the.: mi,sionarics with Chief 

Chh\t'Tl! \\:1S on IO t\11gu~1 during the \C'T') first mis~ion:1r) tr:nel, of AC .\furray and 'I C 

J3 \ lok to thi, arl.'a. It \\a, :.1 o the lime \\ hen \furr:t) preacl1t•J hi, fiN ,er mun to the 

pL'or,L' 0f thi, area. Bur 2~ ;-,.'member. the datl.! of till' scttlcml·nt, the tlay "hen the) 

pi1~·.1i.!J their ll'tlh at Kat:m,1. h remcmh rcJ :I.!> thl! elate \\ hen mis,ionary work was 

ini•; IIL!.l - 1101 the Ja) of their first sermon Juring thdr ~ecund d,it to the ~e11lemcnt! The 

.,
1 

In Jl/(1(1 a na1ion:.il censu" \\:tS 1:1k ·11 in ,\l:tl:t\,i from thl' month ol Jul\·, anJ I \,a, one 
of the field officl.!rf.. 11. detl'rmir1111g the ages of illiterate people. \\l' asked them such 
l(UL'Stions a,. "I low old \\CfL' ,ou at the time of the f:unme or at th<.! 11mc ot the 
Karnn~lt \\:1rfarc'.1" The C\Clll~ mcr11ionl'd in the q11c:-.11on, \\Cre quitl' familiar. We 
could then de1~·rmi11c fll'nplc\ age. Sometillle, :1 J:11e of birth \\:t, l.'alculat<.!J in 
rd'crcncc tu :lw \t"ar. '\\lien uncle c:unc hack lrc,m J uh~111nc,hurg", or ''when \\C 
bought an o\•\\ :igt~n" and • c, for1h. ~ 

::!3 Sk,c:n, in Taril-.h. p 27. 

. ' 
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important d:11e is pu hed to the periphery in fa\our of a l:ucr date, that uf the settlement 
:rnd not of the .scrrnon. 

'l11c ,amc is true of the date for the c:-tabli,hment of mission \\ork by the DRC ~fi,,ion in 
1hc :m:a of Chief ,\!pezeni in ~, 

l\!umt) recorded that two cvangcli::.t:, h:1d been .,cnt 
there to p:ivc the \\:l}' for the .1 .- , naric,. I lowc,cr. the Reformc<l Church m Zambia is 

not rccogniscu as heing born at the arrhal of the E,·angelish or the beginning c,f 

missionary work in the area, but only after the ar rh al of the two mi sinnarie,. namely J 
r Iofmeyr and Smit in 1891i24. 

One more example i~ that of the birth of the mission church in Zimbabwe. According to 

the Rev Dancel the ~lala,dan people working in Zimbalme ,,ere ulready organised as a 
Christian church for )C:.us, C:\Ct•pt tlw.t they needed a minister to nurture them in the faith. 

They ,ent a ddegation of four rnen, Mes.sr:, Yo1wmu from ~fakande, Joseph .\1andovi from 

Livingstonia. Jercmi)a ,1walo of tht· Zarnbc,i Industrial ~fi:.,sion and another unidentified 

per:-on to the ~1i,~ional}· Council which met at Mvcra in 1910 to present their plcu for <1 

mis.,iun:.iry to minister to them. The Council as igned the work to the DRC Mission and in 

19!~ the Rev TC I3 Vlok was em to Zimbab,\e for this purpusc25. TI1e cJate uf the hinh 

of the church is given as I<> 12. not \\ hen the people began to meet a. a \\or~hipping group. 

In this way chronology h:!., been di.storted, hu1 abo a reformed principle of church 
government. 

David f lcnige suggest, that chronologv can he determined through the genealogies of 

rulers or 1he direct ancc~tor:-. of a particular group of people which a historian wants to 

stuc.l) :?o_ In the church history of Europe this key can h~ used in the Roman Catholic 

Church with the Puntiff as its head, but not for th~ reformed churches who mostly do not 

have permanent leaders. The Hdormed .mJ Presbyterian churches change leadership 

from time to tirne. In certain ra e~ elder:- <1f the church serve for a period of 1ime and nrc 

rcplacecJ by uth~rs. The mod<.:ram1:n a11J minister!'> change from timL' to time. Hence 1hc 

genealogy in the Protes1a11t churdie:- must be unlocked in another way. In the history of 

these churches e\L"nts arc more important. A list of office hearers can be determined in 

terms of cenain C\Clllsn. For example. the Rev Kuchona \\as murdered hy political 

extremists a fe\\' y:.mh from the manse at Oedza in 1%5. The reasons for tl1e murder have 

not been determined. In order to do re~enrch on the incident uni! could find out whu the 

elder!- ~ire, anu thl!n a~k them for information concerning th •ir predece.s~ors and the event. 

24 .\lurr..iy: ,\lf1iri )a ,\li~)oni .,a DRC m"d1:iko la N)asa. p 71. 
25 nar cel: ,\11 ri )U CCAP Sinodi )a Baran•, pp 13. 14. 
2(1 I lenigc: <'p. cit., pp 117-101 
'27 Ibid, p 102 
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Only in this ,,ny office be.irer::- \\ill b~· able to assiq in d~•termining the llate ,,hen the Rev 
Kuchl)na \\:t, murdered. \,hat the cau,c \,ere and \\hat h:1ppened afterwards. 

(>.5 The people to be in tcnic\\cd (informants) 

In the rural areas it ic; po, ible to undertake research h,>rk among people of the samc tribe 

\\ ho speak the ~ame language. But ometime, there is a mixture of tribe~ and lrrnguages, 

especially in areas with trading cc.:ntres, schools, m~trkct~. health or agricultural cen:res. 

People are dr.m n from .ill u, er 1\1al:m i to the~e centres in order to offer :-.uch 

go\·crnmental :1110 charitable ser\'iccs necdell by the people. ·n1e:-.e areas become semi­

urban although they arc not towns. When doing research on oral tradition all the groups in 

these areas must be i111erviewed: men and women, eldc.:rs, tkacons, chids, teachers, 

inc.Jigenous people and foreigners. The question is which group shou!J he questioned fir~t. 

The best proposition i~ the tillerly peoplc, of course. Such an approach ,, ill help to give 
the historian t.\tcnsive mataial from\\ hich to draw his historical conclusions. 

Particular people among the elderly who can proviJc inforrn~uion must he mentioneJ. 11w 

first should he the elderly Christians, members of the local church. Those who have been 

church ciders or c, angclists or mi nisters could provide the hest information about church 

e\·cnts. Second, the chiefs (both believers and non-believers) who received the 

missionaries in their vicinities and offered thcm lanJ to build mi-.sion stations. Jn the olc.Jen 

da) '- :110st of the congregations were c'-lablbhed in the villages of principal headmen and 

chief-.. The events of t1
1c ct1urch \\Crc u ually attended hy the chiefs. For instance in the 

congregation of :-.:)anja, CCAP, Chief Kalurnhu often a11end1.•J church service,;, although 

he was hims1.•lf not a Christian, or if he was, he denounccd hi, faith by committing 

polygamy. Chief Kalolo also attended Sunc.Jay services at Chileka. Chief:-. ,,ere familiar 
,dth church acti,itics and some of them, such :is Chief Clwdza (c.J. 1%9), pl:.t)CU an 
important roll! in the churd1 at .\fs<>7.i. 

Oral tradition is rather diffkult to verify, especially if nothing has been written down. 

I knee, it i, essential 10 recorll the names of people ,,ho provide information, their age and 

location a, well a, the date \\hen the interview ,,a:-. conducted. This was llone by Gilhuis­

Vcrstraelen. In her rc,l·arch she met peopk from all \\alks of lifi.: and recorded thdr 

name-., title,, addrcs~6 anJ the dates when :-.he met them. This approach gave her a \\ide 
range.: of inform:.ition on the hi wry of the Reformed Church in Zambia 28. 

rhe bc<;t ,,a) to presc:-r,e thc:-~c onil sourco is tn tape the intcrYicws \\ith the people who 

suppl~ the information, aJding their age anJ locations and the d:-1tc of the.: interviews. 'l11is 

.2;s Cf. Vcrstraelen-Gilhui,: rrum ~fo:-.i.m Church to RCl 
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\\ ill enable other., to hear th1.: oral Lran~mi, ion fur rhcm:.c-h ~ . J \':111,1111a\ ,u '!!e 11011 i 

to the point; " ... mah· a nore of all the neces,al") ,ub,iJiary i11form,nion \\ hi, 111 ht: t clone 

by means of a questionnaire. Thi.s au,iliary c.Jocument~.tion 111.1 t uppl) the. 11.1mc, 

genealogy, ~ocial po,ition and atldr1.:ss of 1.::.ich informant ~111d place an l the datt· \lf the 

recording of the te~Limony on tape or in \Hiting, an<l the me1h11d of tr,111,mi ,1011 used: ... 
.. 29 

7. COVERAGE OF ORAi IHSTOIHOGR \PH\' 

Writing hist,ny from oral sources i, not an ea,y ta,k. PrPblcrns abound. I ,H e\arnple or;.il 

historiography sometimes changes original ,er~ic,m and replace~ \\llrd, \\ith nc\\ one-.. 

The same people who were inter\ it:weu about a ,pedfic e, em l',tn quitc po, ihly give 

different dctatls of rhc e\.ent after a period of rime. Somctinws l,11.:t, fade: into f.1:ll:1-.ie,30_ 

Every historian is suppu:,cc.J 10 c,aluatc and intl'rpr<.:t the sourct', he i-. dc.-:1!i11g Hllh h) 

critical methoc.Js. Usually tht>re is more than one pw,,ihk• intc:-p1uati1,n of 1he f,1\.ls hl'forc 

him, incluc.Jing perhaps his own hias. Therl.'fore it b nccc,,ary that 1t,, uiscl1,~l' \\h:itc\er 
sources he has uscJ tu em1blc the reac.Ji.:rs tu d1cd:: huw he ha, u,cd then/ 1. 

It can be a very tiresome unc1Prtaking for the hh.torian to rec1111,tn1,·t people\ p:i,t irom 

uncountable tiny pieces uf intormatiun ~parse!) ghen. g:.11hc1eJ ,timcumc, from a ,\hole 

spectrum of pcor': anc.J investigators. In organising, evalu:1ti11g and interpreting hb data. 

the historian wil! com,tantly need to deciJc "l!ich to u,c. \\ hid1 to r JCCI and\\ hich to keep 
provisionally for c,·l.'ntual inclu:-iun in the lt:.\l. 

David Jlenige states that then: is thc lt·mptation 10 inl.'ludc 111 a,ccpt ur.tl 1c,ti111011ics 

because they are pbusible, c1,hcren1 and pcrsua-,i,c ,,hill' rcj llmg 11thcr he,·alhC th~y arc 
implausible or shapeless or SJH.:ak ot 1hc frankly impm,. iblc32. 

As. fa~ as the history of the church j., rnnccrneJ. hnnc,ty and tru t\\tirthinc~s ~h1}llld be the 

main guideline ll1 dcscrihing the p~N and cvalu;.iting oral -,ourccs. I n.L· thl.' na1i1111 nf Israel. 

the church is a composition of pcopk Ji\ inely <::tllcu in tcrrw, of the: G1i pcl ol Je~u~ Chr i,1. 

But the oral trac.Jitton of Christian, i!-1 P~H ah,:l\', tru,t\,wtli~. C lui tian~ betray heir 

covcnantal relationship ,\i1h God ~tnJ ft·ll,m h1.'lie,·cr, f1um time;; to t1111c thruugh 

e~trangemcnt (h) corrup1ion) :.mJ ~in. The~ 11cct1 tu be l':tlkJ h: c";nd tt1 rept.'nt,mce tr.im 
· · 11 1·1 . d . • I . ume to ttmv·. 1crt: 1s a 1cn ency to ~,i,c: up till' ~in. 11r slh>rtd•mmgs 11! 111<'1ll 1cr, ot 

29 
30 
31 
32 

\':rnsima: 0ml Tradition, p 202. 
I knige: Op. cit., p ~ 
Van--1m:.1: Op. cit.. p rn..i. 
I knigc: Op. cit .. p M, 
langdlln Gilk1.:y: Sl'riptun•. Hi'-101:, and thl• ()ul•q for \k:111i11:,:. pp 1~-H. 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



101 

t11 · d111rd1. 11. pruhl .. •n I th .. t ur,d anti ,,mt~n sc,urct;o; rcmr.:mbc:r .. ml .. ,· ird the good 

du'1c f,; the c•u,~d· and .ir~ oltu1 ,1knt on 11,; ,·m,' ',t,t l I) 1hc r..iuJ of th l·nurd1 lind it 
, ... ~ci.:s,t:, shou:,! lie r1,;curdul, hut :il-.o its \\C:tkn ... s,c.;s .•nd failures. r11e Btblc ts HI)' 

c\:J:, .. ,1 un the t hriqian \\itnc, , nJ sm. 'Ilic <Jld Tcst.1mt.:11t tell u, 111: t the children of 

h.rJcl \\Crc c 1nu.,•1rcll I') Gul! 1f 1hc) did \\rung. In the Nl•,, rc,:.11,.,1.,:nl \\C rc.;,uJ of t11c 

f, ilurcs of l'ctcr , \l,11 . .::!h:t,9-7'-; ;-,I . 14:rio-70,: I k .::!~.5"•"8) the arn I,:t1om nf Julrn :mJ 

J.1mc l;\1,tt . .:!fl" !J the bt.:tr~t),tl 1>f .lc,u b) Judas (John 13:.:! I 10) the d\arrl.' .. mcnt of P,1u' 

.111J B.ir.1.1h.1, (, ... ,, l':~u-H) :md Paul'!-. aumonitions to the chur h in Corinth (I Cor 

~:II f). All thc..,c ,,re cx:.mplcs 11f ,., c:1knc,,c, rclatnl tu the church, ,, 11;i:h h:1, t• nc,t been 

k,.:pt secret. In :he ,.Jmt.: \\.t) the histuriar · ould nut lOrJc al d: m:1ring hi-.wm .• tl fact~ for 

lc.,1r 1>f critici~m or to prc\en• nc6:,tl\l.! JUdgcmt.nl~ Llll bclme;:d inslitutio'1s34. 

8. 1'I 11. CIOTI • \LE\ Al l'A'l'ION OF 01{ \L t'HADITIO~ 

\\ hen \\urk1ng \dth I r.1I tradt1ion the b.t,1c pr~ihlcrn 1s 10 get to the historical facts, ,i11ce 

llui11•1 1, often prc,cnted as f: ct. 13rie0:,. 1~1c guille line,; for soninb out fact frnm fktion ~,re 
• 

11c full ll\\ i ng:• 

, I l 'sl' all lltc U\ :lil.1hlc I Cl'._1nl m· suurCl'S related LO the same tr.1dit10113S. I ur C);a1nplc, 

1f 1~,c.11ch is •Jiin,· ,in the htc of the J{e, Namon K.itcngc..-a, .ill f,1ct-., both or.ti and \Htttcn. 

m-,t he •rnupec.l togcth.:r, anti cump;-ircd. 

S., St111I~ these: 'l.Corcl~ ca itknll) so as tu determine \\hich of them are the 111(1',t import.mt 

,11 • !1>r 111,crt,u l in the text Sinlc it entail, th(; study of or.ti tc tim1Jnic, a \\.:II, 11 is 

c c1111. I to wukr t.rnJ 1l1e 1.11ntcxt .t'i \\Cl! us the intcrc-.t of lwth the intcn i ... ,\Cf'> ,111u the 
l Id .. ,\ J'-·"l'lc \\ ht1 It\ ..'d ut th.: t'mc uf the Rt\ :--:amon Katcngc,.a. 

"i \ \'II, ~c.11d111u; quc~tions on um pkc.c of :c'-li1111 I) or information ,o a w n11 iH• :ti the 

truth I he hi, m's aim 1s !<1 pur~uc the truth ,,ithout prejudice Question, i;uch as 

'\\I!\?'', "I Im,?·. I l,1\\ impurt:int'!" rnu,1 lie ac,kt cl about c, cnh and p1.:oplc to a, e-.s the 

t111 h ~
6 

But ~c:,rnuJc in thi t 1nr,11111:, 11pcr,1tio11 of \\cighing and b,dancinb, sifting anu 

1ft,ng ,1g.11n ,ill l;l'pcnd" upon onc's di-,1,;rct1on as ,, hi-.tori,111. I he pre~c,11.1tio11 of each 

1 u,. Pllld he .11..:1.:or,p.1~h:d b), n cxpl.tn,!lion ~..1ft1ci.:n1 10 a!IO', r,.:,tdcr') to foll<,,, the line 

l I ti 011 ln-'
7 

'-,nrc 'at, olu:t.: hiqoric:1I truth is lll•I po,s1hlc, Cll1C is left only \\1th 

',''OX" .. t • ,n t•, n rnnnc.;dion \\tlh the h ,toric,11 f,1.1 . < >nc hJ'i 111 rc.:ason 111 :crrm of 

~ l "'- hr, n"" ~t.1 
, ants ul J»o\,1..11

1 
p 5. 

\.._ S mt'. 111 I .i• 1-.ll p --l, I I,.,• •c:, Op. dt .. p (,~. 
"i n tlr Up , . p I. 
f ft 11 ' , ( >p 1 ' • p ·~. 
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.1:, 11,111 111, ll/ 1•1 c,1, .. 1,., •, 

1111'!, lh.c, of th1. p.1,1 '~ 
\.. I' l l 

J 1\ '-'• u .. ·11 ' 1 (. 11 lro,11 the 

, , I: t• I t•,1d111un 01
1

c ha, :he p,1,1 of H prnplc and their imtitu1ion<; (in ti's <:a,e the 

c.. .. ,rd1, \. ,t d ,n •h1.: prv,1.:nt 1J,.i 11 .. r(.1 p,u,u.:•111 ! the fuwn..• It h:lp, the l1 ston. '1 10 

• ndc. l:Jn f I,, p•o111.'111 ,111J op1.1.•,,1 un, t•f th .. p ... 1 pl.... Or.ti 1r.1J•t"on l'Xpr,.: .. , 

•cnu.111,. :1011,;
9 

In the or.ti :r.,J 11011 rd.idn' 1,1 111~ p.1,1 < I 1'1r.: CC t.\P (\1d11111,1 S)nn,l) 

ll"C l111u, .. n l\Jl<I 111011 n' tl I.' p 011:..r ,lllU the c,pect ... t•o•:, c,r th .. n: .. 11,111.:r-,h1p 

),,. " l'hc 'iO(lrl'( l,,c.:d to COlllP,11! 11( IL ... ur l<;\h 11111\I he CJUOl(d fur .... u1.•r lo cicck ,Ind 
• ,c,~ tor th ... n,,c.:J\c., 1111, 1 proof of lhc ,d, r.i fie method. 

,J, \ ~, S'I F\l \TIC COi.i I ( 1'10\ OI· OR \L HIS'l OHIOGI< \PIIICAL :-.Ol HCES 

I t::c..·lmique, to colh..c.:t anti rr.:,e,,r<:h or.ti tr,,u11ion .1bo, .. 1d. 111 rori:ms. h,l\\t:\er, ditfcr as to 

the he,, \\:ty to oh1.11n th1, p.tr11c11l. r •our<.c ,mtl hm, to c,.lluak it. ~c,erthclc•"· the.!} do 
•• rc.e on ,omc b,I\Jc 1t.·1.hnil

1
ur.:, 

9 I l'irsr. Ir) to f111tl nil 1h1. relc\,lllt 1e .. 1imoruc~ that .ire :1,.1tl. '11!, i.e . .t I po ,hie 

111forma11on .1hou1 1h1; hl',ton of Ille (C \P (\l-lH•m:1) .. ntl .i. th ... uifft,tr, oral ,cr,1011' 

mu,1 be <.olk·crc.:d, J h1: mor\.· wnpkt1.· tl1e c..ollc.:cti.in of m.itcri: I, the "r1; ter 1111.• chance., 
, r1. ot ,trrh 111g. t .i,~ ~ c..cur 1c rc.:<.01 ,1nru:on of t'1c p.1,1.:0. 

<l 2 ~crnncl, the p. rt1rnl,' ,trc.1 01 h1 1onc~I ll,th ,md the.: inform:,111~ mu,t be re nrdc.:d. Jf 

there.: r, .i 'a£ 'lt,mh1.•r of inlorm.int, \\hi :,rt spre. d throu •lhi.,1 the .. rc.;a of 'ituu,. ,;,1an h\ 

1 ,,,·,,!' tht : re·{, ot 1meq1 .111nn 111 k'rm, o tl•r pl.m.,, \\lti:rc h1-,1om. e,1.111, n-.(urrcd.: 1 
\1110,1 a,' , 1 , •.111 .-..1.11 01,., , 1 \ 1-.! om. ~) notl arc hi,1t 1ric.: .. JI) 1mpon:101 bc.;c:1u,c rhe 

1; ,1.1bli hrncnt ot the I, c,tl w11 1 i: -..11, n ,, the h.1 ,.., for ti. .. \\f,t111~ .inti ,tuu) of rt.tormed 

.. lur-.h I J',[(lf\ r llll.,) \:...hon .1 ~, nod h.1, 1)3 l'lJ" re; .. 11011 ... ,dtn d total llh.fllhcr,h1p of 

mer IX0,000 <:ummun1<:,1 t memb .. n,. Jt 1~ s.11u to he inc ra,test fr<mtng rhurd1 tn 
j-, L I ' • 

\fr1l:1 -. I Im\._ \er, '-Ufllc ,1.1t,o,, C 1 .. lu p•~ fl.~,irdcu C ,cnt1. ,r.1 ..:,1,.•.111011 zone,. 

\herJ i\l1v,w11 'it.ll,011 1 h,,tc,rrc... '> 1rnpw1: t llcc.1u e lht DR( -.i .. ned Its mt ,1un ,rnrk 

th..rc Ill lrl.i<I. :\II th.it \i-.hon ,I ~,110J ,, IOU,\, .. ,.1ncu 1l1crc. r, C trnn,:.111011 of th .. Bible 
111111 { 

.,s 

.'N 
.H) 

-! I ,., 
♦-

\',111,1111,1 Up I.II. pp 1'1-i-J~(l 
.S111,1h: Op. , I • p I 
\ .111,1111.1 Op I.II PP Jl),.J<J~ 
Ibid .. p 1% 
\'J,ho111a :-.,\lllld ~l.lli,;tk~· l 1J.'\~ D ... 1.i.:'1 ,,er. 
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'\ k ,1 m:i \I on ~•. • 1Pn ,, • , t t. 1 ,h 1 111 I ,,, .. nJ h 1.·.. .: t 1 1.· hc.,uqu .. nn" ul the DRC 
111 I" \1 1,1\\t HI IJ' ~ I• h ... I 

I \ :u, I d ( 111(.111 .. • ... I I 

t ,.,1t;J . mun th: I\\. .., 

, "1011 ,1.1 t on, \\ t: h. 

I I) I) 111 tod. \ I .. d II b1.• 'I lrlll 

1 :he 5) nud' • Jm ,tr. 11, e ,,nd cdti..,11;0 1.11 lt ntre 

r .... d\ 

' ) 

lllljlllrt.1111 tor the .• r~ Ir,, t of the Linll) \\h'ch 

• lh.' thl.! DR( \l1 1011 in :\la!.m1 !he c 1,,u 

l>RC ,n 11-19.l .11,d : 1>:::!~ re<ipcct1h:I). I hus th..! 

\\h1d1 t 1c l>RC :\li,,1, 11 Ju ncd m J 12, 
1 :Ile ( ( \)' \\. formed h) Sco11 ,h mission 

\l .. tt:11 l' ,l,ld \I.ii n I I l( II 'fl', .. , dl1 • rl• llj ,.11) h1,·or lull) ignific: 111 bec:iw,c the fir I 

\l,d,.,q, TJ 1111n ,tu, \\er1.· ,1.111mH.J ,t: e .1lter ordi11a11111. fhe) ,,ere Rc\s, ;\'amon 
k.11 ... n •1.·1.1 ,trLI 'ndrc),t :-,;, mi-u111b.1. 

\Ii II da !\!1,,;ion St 11 11n ,,.1, the l,r.,t rnn r1.· ·at1on 10 he <..:'-l,i11Jh,hc.:d near the !\lozamb1can 

1· , c I lcrc • .1P, \h1z:.·11h11., ns hc.1rd the Gospel and became Christi.in . In the sixties 

thc 1, '- Ct· "le•: · • : J d .1 1 '-111 m thi congrcr,11 on and \\ J censured from hi 
,c r. i.:c. 

l\ftcr ha,in 
1 

lOlll'd 1!,~ ·, 1 ·... plaL,, \1,it lh~m :111J rnnt.ict the likeh informam to 

m:,ke prc.:::,minal"\ ,1rr.in ''-'rr., m, h>i c.onduct,nr 1 1 1u, t-:\1.S, fh1s \ ii: crablc thc.:m to gather 

rde,ant m,llcnal .1hou1 the d1urch. II 1he ,nr >rm.111,, II\ c \\ 1de .1part contact them 

:ict.·ordm • to a prorr, mmc .1rr. n •cd ,,.ih them ,ri .1d, inc.e. Jn \1: l.m .. n ,1'1 "~· s the hcq 

11111c to mc.:ct inform.,r1t- i, in the afternoon. h c.m c 110 tu~ 1:1 .... m \\ork thc.:i. tield Jurmg 

the mormng \lcorc..l1ng to J..:1 \':.rn,im.1, · pr~ 1 :'11°n,1r) 1mc.:s1ig.11.cm mu. t be lone during 

the \C.:f) l1r-.1 H,11 to ti.: .irc.1 \\I crc one , ~d~ 111for111.1111s, e,p .. c1a1l) ii the arc.1 i very 

,,ide. \lthuu!,h t
1 
,, prP,cJ1.irc 111,1~ b 1:mt.-lUn,um,ng, th.: ad,.1111:igc ; th:11 the people 

h.1,c met ).i,, ,111J, r ll,\ \11ur ,l'ttl'tiun 

lruclrtron .• ,.J •I:..: 111fnrm.::.1 < .1 .. lie I lulk -' 
11 ti • a llll''"C u )Jcc•i,e as esi:;mcnt of 1he oral 

1
1 .3 Third. \Hite.: d1l\\1, ,~ rt.1.ort. o .. :· pl.' 

llr. l ' ',to!) l:,htll b) th.: 111formants. n1e 

l. It ghcs the c\,fll \\lird, • • lhcd h, I le 111!0:m .. m 

, 
ft ,1!lu\h the. 1,1form.1111 to ,pc.ii-. I .. , 111111J .,1 u 1.1 .,1. 1 111:,·rrupt on, )\ •ht.• 
tnlCl"\ IC\\Cf. 
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3. ·1 he t.ipes ,·:.n t>:t~ily be 111:1Jc :i,ailal>k to <1lher:-i inicrr.:,ted in fir~t hand information 

about a particul:ir tcstirnuny. There can he no Jouhr about the authenticity of the 
testimony. 

-L ·n1e 1.1pc,- ca•1 lie li,11.:neJ tn by :1 group of people :i: the ~ame time. Accordingly, a 
critk:d cvalu:1tinn and hcttcr unJcr~t:md1ng is possible. 

5. The researcher h:is m(lre lime to rcctlrd rnforma:inn b_: uior ~ inforr1ants. ,\ftcrwan.ls 
he i, ln:c tn the thc k\timonil•, rl'pe:itcdly iP his O\\Ji t1,.1c 

I lowc\ <.:r. there :tr<.: :tl,o disadv:111tagc<; nf recording on tapes: 

I. After the rl.'corJing ur1 1.ipc is done. the tC5t1111onks or 1,~xrs have ,till to be written 
drn\ n . 

., The \oiccs of some i11form:i111,, cspl·1.·ia!ly the o!J people, arc often inauJiblc on tape. 

3. l'la)ing b.1ck the t:ipe rcp1.::11cdl! 1:i~c, :1, mud1 time :1.- writing Jown the \\hole text. 

4. I lie 1.ipcs need r:1rclul handling, uthcrnise the information may be wipcJ off b('fore 
it h:1.._ hl•~11 \\ 111tc11 do\\ 11. 

5. It ii; cxpc:m,1\e and ir11.rc:N~s the l"<>\I of 11!1.: research. 

r 11 ~pitc of I he ahc)\ c dis:tth ,11H.1ge,, it is preferable to record on tape :1-. it prm ides nn 

.1111hcn1ic ~<>llrce of thl! Christian trridid()n of the ar,.:a of s1t1uy. The tap,•s can also he 

pl.1yed :11 l<>cnl church fcstl\ als so the congregation will he able to hear their own people 
gl\ing :1lu1un1s ,>fthc hi,torical l'\l'll[~ ol thl"ir church. 

'1.4 Finall), it is a<.h isahle to , isit the most important infurmants once again to ascertain 
that tile inf11rmati()11 prl"dou.ly g1,e11 is correct."'-!. 

10. FIELD BEIJ,\\'IOl ll{ r;-.; OIUL IJISTORJOGIUPHICAL l\!ETHODOLOGY 

I hl'. rt''-t"arch1..·r of oral hi!ltory must be a,,.irc that his research relies heavily on an 

inrerac1iun hetwc,'11 liim~elf a11d tilt· infonnants. Un!es, then~ i~ a friendly and re!aAed 

,llmosphcrt'. the informa1iun gi\en may be uJsturtcd and then 1he rcsul1s :ire bounJ to be 
poor . 

• \ rcM:.irchcr shllulJ dn c,er) thing pos,ibk 1,1 m:1k1: thl'.' informa~11 t'1.:cl ro ntp lt.'lel) a t case. 

1\ ",\:irm" greeting is importa,11 as ii u~u:11ly Je3d., to rnmmon acknowledgement, 

-. . ' 

. ., t . . . . 
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acquamtnncc ,md friend ,htp. Oral re carch penaimng to church hislOI) i~ b · t served by J 

Chri<;tian talking 10 t.nothcr t 'hris11:m hccause they sh:ire a ommon fouh. It sen cs a 

common purpose. fhe hiqori:m mU:,I m.ikc sure that the infom1ani is nt•ithcr nfraid nor 

n,er-rnnfitlcnt \\hen hcing intcnic,1cd45. 1 he majority of people to be inten·icwed on 

church c\Cllt ,,ill be Chrh,tiam. But one must not expect them lO he un uspiciou , free 
and llpen-mindcd. 

In ~fnltl\\i men and ,,omen arc friendly, polite. and rcspcc1ful. The wom.n are usually 

more polite and ~hy. J\:. the rnajMity of the men go to ,, ork in 10,, ns or in neighbouring 

states. they have more experience of being interviewed, hut must of the \\Omen have lived 

in their lwmc \ illagcs ail their lhcs. As such women would mo~t likelv be 1hc bl'st 

informants 011 ch11rch l'\ents a they would hmc heard llf and taken part in most of them. 

For example, they ,,ould ha\e made bricks for church buildings and attended church 

conferences. They are the steady attendants of churd1 services. active office-be:1rers of the 

\\Omen's guild, the Chig,\ilizano cha Amai. In spite of 1hcir immediate experience of the 

:1cti\ities of the church, their cultural role requires that they. la) in the background. 11 is 
therefore :1dv1sable to be pa11cnt with them and to encourage them politely to come 

forward and talk. The best is to prepare question :md request a female helper to ask them 
on )our behalf. since, accordi 1g tn J\lal:mian culture mid lUstom. a ccw1in di ranee should 

be kept between the sexes. (~ten and women sit nn separate sides of the drnrch.) 

l lo\\cvcr, intcrcullurnl communication and relationships hme caused the educated class in 

p:micubr to move away from the old customs. In certain arens it is quite possible to 
encounter \\Omen who are open-minded and ,\ill 1.111,: freely. But the elderly \\Omen. 

c. pccinlly in the villages. are still shy. It i important to keep one's distance according to 
the ~!alawian custom and culture. 

·1 he rcseard1er must shm1 gn.•at interest ir ,,hat the informant is telling him. In this way 

he will gain the confidence and co•opermion 11f tllc informant. The moment an informant 

discover that the researcher h not 1ntcre ted in his information, he bcl'1)mes discouraged 
and ri..:luctant. 

(Jue~tions ~houlJ be asked on the sptdlic wpicc; ime tigatcd. If i1 is the life of a minister 

or an cider \\ ho pla) t·d an important role in the church, all qucs11ons 11111st he aimed at 

ohtaining informatfon about nctl\, itics spcdficnlly conccrneJ ,, ith him. ,\b.olute care mu. t 

be taken not to ask leading quc tilms. If such quc tion~ arc asked, the informant 
1
Jil1 not 

onh be confu ·d. hut become sidctr~1cked an l tend to gi, e inform:uion \\ ltich may be 
1rrck\a11t. and e\Cll mbkading. 

-15 \'an~;m,1: < >p. cit .• p :::'.00. 

.\ . . .. 
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11. TIJE AID OF O'I HER l>ISCil'l.l~ES IS 'I 111: S'l'I 'D\' OF .SOlJIU'ES A:\"D 
\\IUTI~(; OF Clll 'RC'II IIIS'l'Olff 

It i, not <'~is: to lin<l and untkr,tand so.irc~·s to dee; rihi..: the clll!rch hbtor) of Alrkn. 

hmunatcly, lii,turical. <,ral :111d v..rittcn :.ources l'an be ,tu<licd \\ith 1cfcrcnce to othet 

disciplinl.!, ,,hich arc n111 directly w11ncctcd to hist1>C) cir an acaJcrnic <liscipline. It b ckar 

that .di dbcrplincs nf stu<ly h:t\·c a bearing on histnry in that thl!y ha\l! thdr histo 1! 

beginning, ,, ithin :in historic:tl C<>tHcxt. For ,\frkan <.'11urch historingraphy there are ur 

discipline!. ol pankul:ir impunance. Tl11:y arc archau,logy, emirc,nmcntal · ·::11 -.~s. 
Lnguisticl! 

4<, and social and ph),ical scil'l1Ces47. 

JI. I <'hurl'11 histol) and an:h,u:ology 

,\rchacology is the swdy or the distant past by C.\cmating to uncover and study cultural 

r~•nin:mts, like huu cs, hum:rn ~l,.cll!tons and thc like48• Jn this way many historical facts 

lia\'c been discovered on \arious aspects and bygone \\':Jys of life. The church historian can 

ll',e archaeology to find :ins\\ers to :--omc q11cs1io11s 'lbout the past. For example, through 

archaeology \\c can discowr old picrcs of furniture. papcr, cloth :rnd pottery that were 

used by the d1urch hclore 1he modern furniture and utensils. These may l>e found hidden 

in thl! eanh ol an uld rnlld prayer house ,, h1eh collapsed and was ne\'cr rebuilt. Some 

drnrch building ... have been pulled do\\11 and llL\\ 01, .. s built on another site. Others were 

burnt down accidentally. These :ire the places from which to st'ek for information about 
dwn:h history49• 

I here ir. one major problem with archc:ology in r,1:ilawi. Thi.! country has much rain from 

<.ktnlK·r/Novcmhi..:r to April. rims. many (lf the lrnril.'d ohjects which \\'1>uld give meaning 

10 the histnry of the d111rch simply rot away. In :1ddition, there are tcrmites which eat and 

Je.,rroy hurkd materia1
50

. E\'l'n sc,mc of the: church hooks :md documents have been 

<lestroyed in this way because they were not well looked after and cared for. This is the 
rasc in most of thl.! llbtorically important mis~ion ~tat inns of Nkhoma Synod51 . 

so 
.:ii 

V.:insima: Op. cit., p 173. 
I' J t\l,1goa: "T!Je Relationship Bl't\\ een I lhtory and Other o :sciplincs". in Tarikh, p ::!O. 
Ibid., p 17. 

J Vansirnu, R ~1:wov and L V Thomas ( FJnors)· The I lbtoriun in Trnpic:il Africa, p ll5. • 
lhid., p bS. 

When I,,::, J,1inu fl'i-e:1rch lll1 ,\hcra l'on!,!rcl!:.Hion in D~ccmher [CJ7l), J found that 
many old h,ioks h:1d heen tw n "hik otlwrs'had hcc.:n ea,en hy termites ka, ing only a 
kw Tl':1dahle p:tg~ .. This i, the l:t,e in m-1~1 congr('~ations. 
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B .. 1 the biggest problem HJ the u c of archacnlngical u iJcncc 1, the d1fflcult) of idcntif) ing 

thc:- ,i.1rncular objects th:11 h:1\C hct•n lug nu15.2. < >nc ma) find a h:mdmadc cloth hy 

indigentrns people called ",'-:)anda' \\hk11 may ha\c l>Cl'll tht'J liy one of th<.:. cailiest 
Chri,11:ins. ~<mada), it is l':l~) to d,11c the nbjccts by rndiocarblHISJ_ 

11.2 Chur<'11 hi-.tor) 1111d l'rnironmcntal ,tudics 

\ study of the environment can explain people\ ucrnpatilln :ind \\hy 1hcy lhl· in a 

par 1icular area
54

. For cxnmplc. the <..lr) ing up of the Sahara anJ Kalahari cau:-cd people to 

migrate tn fenih! places 10 the ~011th and north . .'-O :t\ oiding s1an at ion :.ind ponr cconn111k 

conditions. In the central region of ~1:tla\\ i. large communities arc found in the fertile soil, 

of Lilongwe, Dcl\\a, Dcdza and ~tchisi. 1\<; a rc,;ult, the church i-, \Cl) acti\C in thc,e 

places and m ,st congregation~ are found Ill thi, region. In S:tli111a, ,\'khot.1ko1a, .\khinji, 

Ka t:ngu :ind Ntcheu Tl1cre arc !'-mallcr communities hccau~e the ,oil i~ pnor, and the 
rnngrcg:11ions are 1101 \\ c II <le\ l'loped55_ 

Ih! tudy of geographical conditions might enable the church historian to discover\\ hy it 

was difficult for some area~ to recci\'e the go!>pcl. I·rom the time of the. la\ c trade, when 

thi: Arab!> ,ailed their dhm,, on the lake 111~111y ;\Joslcm,; :-euled along the ,hore of I..:ikc 

~lalawi
5

ll. l'hc Uni .. er~itic:-. ~!is illns t11 Centr.11 Africa has been sore ly affrctcd by this 

.\loslcrn se11lemen1 fnr the ,\1oslcms killed any of tliosc rnmened tu Christianity. As .i 

r suit. the stmi:-tic~ of mernbcrslup of the l 1:\ ICA :.ire mul'11 IO\\Cr than that of Nkhnma 

Synod. although they \\ ere the fiN to do mi, ion work in the countr) ( I Sh I )57. 'I he 

cm ironment ha, gre:.itly innuenced the hi~tol) of the church in this area. 

\nother instance is that many m1ssil)narics lost their hvcs becau~e of malaria. There are 

graves 11f mis ionarics at many places: I hlezi. Nkhoma . .\l\crn. BanJa\\t', Btant)re and 

i\langnchi (C'apl' .\laclear). I rum the-. graves \\C can establish how long 

V,tn!--ima: Op. cit.. p 174. 
I lcnige: Op. cit.. p 103. The raditlCarbon 1c I is only accur:ttc tor object, \d1ich :ire 
more than two hunJrcd ,cars lll<.l. 
Alagoa: op. dt.. pp I !1, It. 
Since ~lal.m i hcl'ame indcpl'ndc111 in 1 %.J most nf these area., ha\ 1.• hccome 
,cttlcmcnt area, for pCt)p!e from all p:1rt~ ol :\l:il:m i. 'rl;e large forests han• been 
turned int() farrn~. \\'atcr. \d1kh \\as \ l'I"\ carcc. ha, been ~upplieJ hy the 
gO\ ernmcnt. I he u~e ot fertili;cr in th1.• e arl.'.':1•, h.1s helped the farmers to h:n c high 
\1eld in c:1~h lrop. 111.tinh 1ob:1l·1.o :.nd c1Htor ::nd .ii o grn1111d11uh and maL~e. t\, a 
i l'sult. the ,trc:-:i:- h.1\ e de\ 1.•lol,i; d h -~ t >nd re cog 1111P11. Chu relies h:n c :ab,, de\ l'lopl'J a 
dabk l'Conomic ha-;c.', ~k 10111,1 ~\ 11< d h.1i; in due course ~ ,tat,!ishcd mum OC\\ 
l'.ongrl.'.'gn t ions ~incc indcpi: nucncc (rny I)\\ 11 oh en :1110!1). • 
Pachai (Fditor): Li,ingstmw: \Ian ol'Africa. pp l.~4-135f. 
l':1d1:.i i: :\1.Jl:l\li; I '11.' I li,tur~ of thl' ~:at ion, pp 42-43. 4(1, 41>. 
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Christianity has been in the countr) anJ ,, hat effect the geogrnphkal conJitions haJ on the 
missionaries. 

Thi.! incidence of .\fabria :ibo explain ,, hy the mi · ionarics liked 10 establish mission 

,1:11ions at high altiruJes. They wameJ to live in colt.kr places rather than in warmer 

places whcrc mo~quitocs ahoundcJ58. The missionaries were al o dra,\ n by large number:, 

of people in , illagcs in a dcinity usually under one chief, \\ ho :-ettlcJ there because there 

,,as w.itcr and fertile soil. 'fl1cse good environmental co11Jitions enable people to be 

industrious and to he active in church activities for they have fnoJ, clothing nnd perhaps a 
good ho:ne. 

Poor soil ,11akes for poor !'-Cttlerncnt and industry as \H:11 as poor congregations. In these 

poorer areas and congregations the resean:h worker investigating the past will have to ask 

questions about the ministers anJ their minbtry. The congrc;arions often cannot afford a 
miniswr. 

The environme111 is one of till' factors which not only <.ktcrmines thl! state of the 

congregation, hut ali-o the hch:.t\ iour of it!'> member~. Environmental factc,rs can make 
them self-styled, :-elfish or uncooperatiyc, in spite of the Gospel. 

11.3 Church history and linguistics 

Linguistics is the study of languages and their characteristics. It is a very useful means uf 

learning about cultural change and contact in the past. We find that words have been 

borrowed from different language and used in certain local languagt:S. 111rough linguistic 

study we are able to identify how long the different group:; have lived together in a 

particular gengraphical arca59. It abo pro\'idc~ information on the hiwiry of migration, 
and sometimes helps one 10 arri\'c at :iccuratc rcsul1.shO_ 

'J11e Chewa-speaking population in the ccntr:.tl region, among whom Nkhorna Synod 

operates, has had linguistic contact with the Ngoni migrntms since Hnoh 1. Although these 

people spoke thl.!ir own languageli], it became !'-Uh,nl!rgcd in the lnng run so that they only 

peak Chichc\\H today. In certain cases they speak a Chichcwa d:atect, ,, liich sounds 

different to l'hidtC\\a. F11r instanc~, the Chichcwa speakers ,\ill say "zinthu zimenezi" to 

exprcs:. "these thing,". \\hilc peopll.! in tl1e Chicl1e\\a-J\'go11i '-peaking areas will say "dJ:inthu 

d1.imencdzi' . Thi! arc:1s where Chid1~wa-i\'goni i::, :.poken :m: Dedza and Ntchcu. 'fl1c 

58 .'.\lurray, AC· \lhiri )a i\lis)oni )a DRC 111'd1ik11 l.1 :\):tsa, p 42. 
59 Alagna: Op. cit . p 19. 
1,0 Vansima: Op. cit., p 180. 
11 I Cf. Kamnklm :111i: ,\ Briel I Ii story or ~l\l' ra Congregation. 
ll2 Probahl) called Chio\\ azi. 
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language :-pokcn in Chichcw:i area:, :uso c.'iffcn, in certain rcspel.'.h. For instance. for the 

:ime "these th ing~" they \~ ill ny '\ i111l,:. \ imcncvi", or "bzinthu luimcncbzi". 'lbcsc 

differences often exist in the same &itrict. Lilong,\C, DO\\:t, Ntclw,i. Salirn:i, Kasungu. 

;\'cl1111ji and Nkhota-kota, for instance. ·1 he: one important hi,1oric:al fact is that the Bible is 
tran lated into the :-tandard Chic!.~\\ a of ''zinthu zim-.:neLi ·<13• ~(mada) all accepted 
literaturc is\\ 1 itten in standard C'hid1..:wah4. 

Lingubtic study enah1es the church !1i torian lo become familiar\\ itli the diff crcnt group, 

nf people found in the rnuntr;.. or in the congregations or ,ynoJ. H) studying their hymns. 
liturgics, and Bible tran lation he \\ill cnme to under rand their culture ar.d history. f-'or 

example. it wa~ for ltnguis1ic rurpo c that J.idng 1onia ~!is ion h:1nJed mer 1he Ka'>ungu 

(Chilang.i) mission station and the t\falcmbn anJ Li\'kzi mi.,sion sta1iom IO Nkhom,1 

:0-li-,sion in J\l2J and 18(1~ rcs1,cc1iq~ly. The people in these: areas spoke Chiche,,a while 

Lh ing tonia ~fission w~b c~tablbhed ir, Turnbulrn- peaking, Tonga-speaking or :--:'khondc­
~pcaking area~ in the northern n:gion of ~lalawi'i5. 

The unden-i:mding of thcolng1l'al \\Ord-meaning has al~<, h.:d 10 chi ms in ~omc of rhe 

,i1urchcs in ~lal,m i and in the re t of Africa. A church historian \\ ill prohc into the 
schism, :~1u,ed by the theological undersr:inding of the \\ords in the Brhlc. 

11.4 Church hbtory and thl• soda! and Jlh).'>ica l ~cicrH.'es 

·n1e contrihutiun of the sodal sciences to the stud) of history concerns the operation and 

procl'sscs of changeN>_ Ph)sica l anthropolol::) determine· the di!Tercn,cs and affinities 

bet\\Cen the various peoples of the \\(lrlJ<17, and it 1::i1hcr imalidatcs or rnnfirms them tin 

purely hi. t0Jin1l hjpothe:-.es68. The genetic differc,1ces that exist bcmecn rwo peoples 

living in the same are:i \dll be C\idcnt in the difference~ in their physique. The study of 

ph)sical anthrnpology cn:1ble\ the hb1orijn to cnme to know and undcr!itand these 
dillcrl'lll'CS. 

·n1e :-lructurc of local organi1a1ions can al o inflllence church organization . in the way 

they appoint cider:- and de:1e:011s and hP\\' di:-,ciplrnal)' dedsions in the church me made. 

For ex:1mplc, in some ,treas only t.!dcrly p~oplc are ~ippointeLI to the church councils while 
1;thers appoint both) nunger and older people. 

63- rn,n:-.latL·d .ind ,,~i'i,1:,t eJ in 11,2.1 b, \\' 11 :-. turrny. 
f1..1 This 1 1> tilt I•··,• ,11 : 11) kmmlcdgc and experience. ·1 here is a Chiche,\a Board 

\\ 11:ch ,·1 ck~ ali \~·11ch ,.a puhlkariun~ before the) are printed. 
r,:, ~lurr:1~•· n1 cir .• r•1 311, ·,:2. 
<,o A1a.:Pa; ..,_ :it .. D 21,. 
(1/ \. l•~•lI,~:t: \ ,1 /':!, (l H;J 

o~ \ .11,,r.:a. \hur f'lwr H1,;: l )p. cit .. p 75. 
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Another example is Christian initiation ,, hich has been practised in t'le church since the 

early Ja:,s of mission ,, ,irk. Ilic aim is to cduc::ite the ) oung Chris1ian~ in the faith in 

Chri'itian ,:llues a, oppo"cd to pagan ,:i.lucs. Tn this ,,:i.y Christianit) has penetrated many 

home~. Chrbtian familie, ul o innuence the urrounding neighbour,. 

'J11rough ocial studie the llistori:m ,, ill be able to g:iuge in ,, hat ,, :1) Christianity has 

come to change the ,,a) llf life of the cl1ffcrent communities. 

·n,e study of a tronomy. the llccurrcnce of the comet or sun cclip. es helps the historians to 

date a pa-..t e, ent "hich occurred at the time of such a ph) sical appcarnncc119• ·111e ph) kal 

phenomena that can ~till he remembered in Malawi arc "D1ornbc" (the locust-.), the flooJ 

(along the Shire Ri\er) and epidemics. The famine uf 194q70 bin must ca.es a~ odateJ 

,,1th he locu~t . HooJs occur frequently along the Shire River. When rains ha\'e fallen 

upstream, the lm,er Shire often nood", \\hich is disa trnu!'i to life and propeny71. People 

never forget such floods. In the same ,,ay epidemics )Ill Ch as black fe, er or influenza or 

cholera are never forgotten. Jn the )Car, 11l10-1912 the sleeping sickne epidemic :,truck 

along the lake shore aml a quaraminc camp was set up near ~hcra 72. In 1973 case:, of 

chokra \\ ere reported in ,\1.11:mi. A numha of people 1..lif·d, especially in the .\1oslem 

area:. 73 owing to the bm,el-clcansmg ritual performed on their dead before burial. 

Cnlike Western historians who record e,el')' ph)sical happening, it is ,cry unlikely that the 

local people ,\ill be able remember ex.1ctly \\ hen ccrt:lin phenomena oc1.urred. llowevcr, 

in historical research the church histtlrian can make use of such aspects as social 

happenings and ph) 1cal occurrences to find Jatcs, to compare the different group:. in their 

churd1 acti, nies or to verif) a church eve 111. 

Oral traditilln is :i s1gnific.111t ource for the understanding am' the recording of the history 

of .\1al:mi and it people as \\Cll a. the history uf 1he CC'AP (Nkhoma Synod). It enables a 

more indigenous approach ~111d the re,\ riling of mbsion:tl) history a· church history. 

In our conviction it is crucial to \\ rite down the ural tradition of the CCAP (i\khoma 

S) noJ) in Mal.mi. It i, important to note that the chmch of th{· future ,, ill not hasc 

dcci ions 1.111 ,crbal evidence but on the \\Iitten \\orJ, and these documents arc important 

in this respect. Thi should b(' 1.011 idercd as a project by the official authorities of the 

churches in ~1al.l\\i and South Africa. 

ti\) 

70 
71 
72 
7~ 
·' 

Ditto. 
TO Rangt: r + IN Kim:unho: The I lbtorical Stud~ of ,\lrican Rdigion. p ~8. 
E.G. :-.tal:rn i Dail) Time,, passim. 
Pauw: Op. cit .. p 1S5. 
Tr.,ditionalh c,el)' dead per:,on's ho,,l'I, arc emptied b) flu!-hing them with ,,:iter. 
\\'hen this {,as done to patients "ho had Jicd of ~·holera. the disea e ,,as spread, 
cauc;ing many other death:-. l\khoma ho:-pital had thi, cxpcrien e in that :car. 
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Cll,-\l'TERS 

G lDl.\'G 'l'HE CC..\P t:\KII0.\1-\ .S\'NODJ TO RECOl{D ITS Ill.STORY A:\D SE~SE 

ITS TlfI:01.0CIC\L VAL E 

I:'\ l'RODUCl'IO.\' 

!'he CCAP (t\khum:i S)nndJ has come of age. This \\as c,idc.:m \\ith it centenal} 

celebration in 19S9. It has a hir;;iory \\hich mu t be undcr~tnod and studied. I Iistoril·:1' 
documentation ,tnd rcc-ording ban official rcc;pon ibility. 

While thb disc;cn:11h1n \\3S \Hillen, much was m:::de of the fact that for a hundred years 1he 

Church ha:-. been in cxi tencc. It \\:ls decided to attend the celcbratio11s and help \\ ith 

reporting of the e, cnt, tu ubsen·c what must be recommended to the official church in 
order to fo:-.ter the heritage of the Church and facilitate the study of its history. 

·rne Church mini-.tcr:,; to a people of an oral tradition \\}m ha\'<: come to arprcciate its 

hbtory. Thl'y must he taught to ,ense the theological ,·aluc of hi:-.tory: Chri-..tian, ~falawian 
hi tory. 

In thi, chapter a general outline of the centen1ry of 1 'khoma Synod CCAP, from the 

beginni11g of the preparation for the ccntenal) cclehr:111on to the ccntenal}' itself is given. 

·111c Synod had alrl'ad) begun to consider hming a celebration for its centenary in J<JSl. 1 
The idea w:is initiated bj S) nod through the Moderamen. ·111c 1\lodcramen \\ere entrusted 

\\ith all the preparation for the..• centenary. In the long run it prmed to he \ery impractical 

to add )Ct another task to the full programme of the committee. Uuer on, the Liaison 

Officer and the Genera' Secretal') \\ere empowered to :-.ubmit • or11!..! proposab. Again, 

their propo ab could not he implememed except by appointing a .,epar.itc committee tu 
prepare for the centl'n,1ry -=elcbration,;. 

I. ( O.'.\IPOSITIO.\' OF A CI:1\'TEN,\R\' CO.'.\Btrrnm 

At the Sj nod meeting of l 1J87, :! Committee of six 1,eople compri:--ing the Re,:, K. J :-.tg:m i 
(Chairman), ~1 lJ Sh\inda. YA Chienda, J L Sankhani, CJ Burger and .\Ir W ~1 Chirnuw 
\\ as appointed. 

rhl' Committee \\.1s re5po1i-ible to the.: "foderamen in .ill matters. The "lodcrator, th~ 

Clerk of the S~nnd, the Liai5n11 Officer and the Ge1wral Srcrctal') \\ere l'o-optcd. At a 
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l,lll'r ,rage, ,ill hc:1t1' 11f dcp .. rtmcnt c,f thc ',khn 1.1 ~, 1 d .. rd t c 

<'h1g,,iri.:ano..J1.i \rn, i (\\omen' G ... 1IJ) ,,l·rc ,ii ore ,r cn11.:d, n • '- u 1,1thc 

n 

f<, I 

\1 their tir,r Oll'Ctmg the) appo1111cd the Re, ( I ( h11 t oJ... ,1 'i .. 1.rd. r., h .. t tr, m the 
third meeting \Jr \1 J :'\k .il.1mh. ), L1,; 11,.il. o t·r th, t.i k 

!"he Comm111cc began to d1-.1.:us, the repair ot <.hun.h h lld111 ,._ ,tnd oihtr ~ 11lum
0

, , ! 
mission t.itions. beginning ,,ith \.'lhoma ~11 ,ron <.;1..i110 • 1-.. m \\1.: ,1 ,J thc.:n the otha 

Si111:c :---'khuma r1.:1.•chcc.J pnont) 111 the prc.:par,111011,. the \lcmor .. d IJ .. 11 ,,,1 tic.: fir t IO hl 

repairer!, follrm cd h) the Incologkal S hool .. nJ the S~ nnd < >fl l'c . I he d urd1 ht 1ld1n 

,,a rcp:1ircu later on. Inc roof of the church ,,.is rcpairl·d nd tile.: rcpl:tr ·c.J the 11011 

shect, ,,hirh had bccn on the rurf lor 111:111) )l':trs. :'\c~I. \her t. hurch, th1.: uld man,c ,md 

the nc,, manse \\Crc renm.11ed. Since it ,,,1, not po,,ihlc for the· rl!p,11rs lo he dune on 

c, 1,;,} l.'!1urch building in 1he ) nod, th1.• Cornrn11tec ng, ccd t,} offc.:r K~ooo,oo tn e;i1. h of th: 

other congregation "h1 h the) "ere to u,e 31 their dhcrc11011 for churlh rcnm ,1t1on!.. 

It i striking that hi toric.11 rnrnmcmoration 111 pirc and 'rcno\.llC "the dmrch. 

~. Fl~A:'\'CL\L OBUC \TJO~S 

At the !-amc t1111e a, prcp.1r:111011s It die ccmcn,11") \\Crc under d1 cu 1011, 11 \\.t~ d c1c.Jcd 

lo raise monc) for the \ .iriuus project,. All congrq;a11on, \\ ere :i J..ed 10 contnhurc an 
amount of 7c, of their :innu:11 Central I und. 

The :O.li,sion Sc:'crctar) of the Durch Reformed hurch m outh Afr11.,, \\ c,tcrri C.ipe, al,o 

i1111matcJ that for c\eT) one K,\;1ch.1 donated loc:tll) b) ~khoma S)nud. the DRC ~11s,m:1 
Committee\\ ould gi\ c K5.00. 

f.et1cr, ot appeal ,,ere sent to indi\'idual meu;b(.'rs in :,nd ot11'1dc \J:11,1\\ 1 a,krng for 

contrihution , c pec1al1) tho e member~ ,,ho h:1d rccel\cd their Cdllc:
1
1io11 :11 ~khomn or 

,, ithin the area of :-..'khoma Synod. One of the c, the Ute l'rc,idcnt of the J{cpublil· of 

.\lal~l\d, Ng,,..1zi Dr r I Kumuzu f3:inda, contributed JC00.000. < onsidcrablc .,mount<, of 

money \\ere .11,o rabcd through Jumble s,!lc,. co' c s.tlc~. ,pedal ,,11 ''- of cloth prim d 

,p c1all) for the ccntcn:11") a, \\ell as tc.,cup,;, tcapob, \\all hangm ·, • r11.J 1-,h,m.. 111c 

doth old extreme!) \\ell and brought in 1.irgc amoun1, of mone). 

3. IIISToruc I. CO~l.\1E,10R \'l'Jo:-.; 

( >nc more ob,cn ,Ilion: histol} help to un11 · people :.ind g:, • C\ hJcnl\; of .. omn 
call in:!. I hi, i~ a,g:iin e, iJcn: in the prepar.111tm ior tile 1.Cnt1: 11.ir. fc..:,11,.tl. 
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l \lune.," 1thu·ul 11 11,1 Luu:,:, q,:.1111111~ 

11 ... l I) I 1k 1J .. d • , • "l ~ 1 t11n. rl • 1li 11 1 
, I int \ 11,1.., ' 1 h 11 • .1 ,. 1 fro 1 

I p .,J •,b· 1.< J ,,.: J '1 I 11 .... 1 .I ,t'lk'\\,.ll :• '.;h, .1 \\h· ~iltnrn.i 
1. I I,, t d 1, c1.1.l, ,n It.HI Ill f. ~· r,t ll ,r lllll.!', 

f11 1:, c ,, o • 11 I,• ,,n , ... 1,1 t, 1.n :,.,;',ho 

11 r,. .it\ , 1h.1t I. ,1 I• ,11.:,t h1.J l,l'.t1\ t.. i 1 ,. i. :1J !',-.;' 1~.J 111 I ring •h .. 1r., ont:, 

'O 1, I-~ 1r 11, I J • th ... 1111..11.ir .. , '-t,111,c ,, .. 11 ,\I ch I l,llluJ "f ~i.:11 '/d" I Ii, s U! l;fCJI 

h1 '1lrll,lo I 'llll l'allti.: l• .. l, ., '111 I ,tur" tll .. ( hr 11. n ,,ill r1.mcnl11Lr ,, .11 the It rd h,1, 

J ltk: Ill t' t: hu1 L
1r1,;J \C,H 'IT,l~ tile ( h r, h \\,l., c,1 • .'1li-' cd n \1,tlu\\l 

~ ") The \lusu1111 

\1oth..:r \\JV 111 \\t
11.h the C'orr....,1tt1..c h,1.., kept th.: h1 to ,c.ll rnn,1...01J<;ne:i, ol :'\'khoma 

~),llld ,iliH: i,; 11) st:,run .1 mth<'1
: .. 1. Th .. y ',c.!I up a rnm1,1i1: •e to look into ::md 1mcc,1 gnte 

,di th..! 1tc1,., th ti i..ou
1l! ,h.:!d lifhl u•: the :i:,st both lkfr,1c , "d .1f:cr t :e commg ot the 

rrn,sionanc, A musc.:1,,. h.1, h .. c:n 1,1rtcd in the nw'T'or,,tl ,·: 11 \\ll,rc \:mnu<, historical 
article,; ,ire on di'-pl.iv. 

\ michurc h.i-; h ... en corn11kd co•11,11nm0 llr.:1:. kd information ur. ~II th .. ttr.:111 in th' 

nu t:l m Son•t: ol 1111..,c 1nc1wlk ph1,IO'> of r,;, ;011.int'-, Mal:rn1;.n 111· ti ... tc.~, uther 

1111purt.111t \1,d .. ,, 1,1,1 ( hri,11.111 • ,.it•otos uf thl: um t. ' 11' ol the.; [ tlrnucr !)10 l'. h) :-.tr 11:ill. 

J Hr w,h !;v,crnnll : olJi, ti m "\,1,alar.u .. J1l~•1: 1lw old tri..r. w"1d1 the Rd \ l 

\h .. r") ti<;( d: ,I ii ~h..: .. m ll\c.;J h\ mi 'illln,.ric ... for tht:ir 1•:111 p >rt; l,lC l,r I 11: ;>thmJI 

r.. ,t1.:r., !<Jr .t<ll It,. rd 111l,1nh o! \hu .. , tic l)Jk\\rrte.r 11 e.,t t.! ll,Jll 1.ii'•w the Bible 11110 

l h1ch.:\\,I, the r;, ... t ( l"dl,\\, B hfc, l t, bo1Jt-.,, Nv •rd, ,.'11th d d Ill 11 e r~'-1 (..:,'tt.l), I'll' 

'-' n lllllllld,1 '-~ t 11 ~h .. , d, I 'I : ... ,\ l11,,p1t,tl m,tn•r, .. ,': , , nJ ,, ,ll'v ,>ti ... r ,1. ns 

[h , 1u.,ing thc,c 11, n on .. 1.: .. :1 rt'l•> • htlll ti,• p. -,1 of "\kt1 m,.i ~)r.o,J, .tnd corrp .. n: 1t 

,111 
tit'- J ... • uJ d .. •1r • f•u111f1~: u,n•rr, • u' tli-- Go,p I of J •,_u-. Cl rn,t. 

B ,' m , th 'n ' d1,d1 rrn ht ,. '"' nrl 1 •ht o 1 the hi-tl f) of th<: ~ '.ti.,,, 1:-in J t:oplc ..trt: 
n11 111 0 h t. .. 1, 

I t' f\ l 1
• J 1 r ( t 

I) I 1 'f : I 
I ti \\ •I , J , h ,1 

,, \ I) 

c.:11 t, tli1.: 111 1111. t._, 011 ,ari,•.J~ l11.1..:, c,n, h \i.. bcl!n 

,m le 111.:111 rel (1111 • Ill ~1 .. J\\1111 ( h .. 11. ,.,, c,.,n •ti. t or 

<,f :h1,; C,, p~ lnJ ti,, n lt L~c B1lil , 1 f)'d thtv not ,,rnr 
\\ I 

111 • l 1, 1) t: ... p, n \I d.1,\ .11, p, hd 111 ti '11, ,1r, ul 1·:, 

,· I 
\ \ 

l\lJ .. 1 .. ()td-irlu,tl\. 
• ~1 r: \; ,1 , : \. f l 

\r11.I .. I • t 1' .. l,111 'o..ll tu 
, , d t.1 n , > ., 1d1 
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II!.~ 
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.. .. . .... -, ...• 

# .• •• i ... 
. :t • . ,, , 
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I I 

h' •• I Ol,' I 
'- \t .... Jl.,'\J Jll, J ,art ,1trn n \ n 1.k, r, c,, t 

'n oli • 1.. J 1, H '•'- \ 1. l\ lo p,,.p .. " .i p-.1... 1.ll11 o 111 ( '- !1; n B ll.. ,, 1h 

I , ... l l lk 11 I I 1
1 

\\ I .J ( ( \ J> 1 II th 1. ll h l I 1 , \\ ,I \ \ \\-. l \fl, I , , , l,1 11 ) 

n,1J1:. 11 ..re .1rl • I I p.1 c lo \\Ill u
1 

•,11 h 
... [ I 1,nw,,' l I, 1 '".d d, • ... , \\r, 11en •r .... d,1101 , ,1.pl.1t 11 1 <>, f tr. Jrt1(1l1 

\ <.:t. lltl ,II\ B '1!c 111 I r 't. pr 1 
,,.. co,1, lt'<.l to 1h1. p ,p,l ot 1.· la: 111 I, 1-.i 1Jr L 

lt •r •,11 11 , 111 \'khom:1 s, ,1 1', :, h. (lrcJ 1.c t • tic 1, 01 1 11: DH( 1 \\ c i.... n ( • pt.:) 

Pr1.,c111 • l11C B ,, c , II' 1lt"•11, Scc'"Cl,H), tht Rl\ J l) J lu1., ,, J. "I h-., ... B,hk .. re; 

1

1

u•1. ted •. 1 1. 11 
1 

, o, 11111 1111 ) in !he \\c, 1 ul (ind. p rt, c, rn llr-- 'it:r\lCC.' Iii.: 
• d rf 1, ,till r I l· 1, d .... d fr,,m I phe; ran,, l<

1
-11J, 

I h R ... , \1t, llrn ", C h.1 r,. n, t111. Re 'IO",d Bo.irJ ot 11e B hie Soc1t!I) · :iou1h \fr1'-·,1, 

c 11 •r. :1JI, 1t,
1 

111 ... ~\ltod on h~·r t nll:n.m .ind pre c.:IHcJ • Center. I} J3i'1Jc 10 :\Ir B I) 

\,11ut,11, Ciln r I ~ ... tr1.:t.in of 1hc B1hk Sout1~ 111 :\I ,l\\, \\11Cl \\,I', prc .:ni t tit 

\I, ,ttw o, ~ I. 111.a ', t 1J o 1! 1: \Col ~4 -\t •u l 11Jl'i'>. I I H.' Ofll 

t n 1..:I ... 1 .. 11, , I, t R , \11101111 ... n. • l rt· •c•n) of tl.1; 

.. dt: ,v,11,11 . \111,1
1 

r C. 1.. nit nm B.hlc h,1d, !rc.:~ ll., h .. , n 
1
1 l u1kLI 10 the Re.:\ S P ( h.1k.r.1, 

Of ( ·1cn,11) ~urd,1,\ - 27 \ugui;1 l9MI 

f..1 

() l ~ , .. ) 21 \., I I I l/, ,I p-.l ,,I Ct1 lt:'1 .. 1) u,,,k \\, ... prl c.:ntcll Ill 111, l \11,; '!l:t \."\ I 1fo 

Pr Jcnt \ 11 I> 11 l-..11 .. u, B. nJJ I\ tht.: Re.\ S PC h,tlcr •. \I 1J1.r,1• ,r 11 \khnm,1 

• '-' 1rd1 ,if• r 
I 
c '-'-" r, ...... -.r, cc,! 11..1• t .. .: l'rl I I ,1! .. :tcndcJ ft 

1, ... I{ ... , '-l'Ch .. u, 

\\.J ,1 rn 1 1..nlC1ll 111..,-. o 
I 

Bdo '- :hl L 1k Prt Ilk,• ,,·1c..r1:J Uc 1..hurd1, ~c: ur,,1. l ... cJ thc 
., .. lf ,(; 11,,cnh d \\JI 1 .r, ... l ,Ile, J ...,., JI) ,, .l( rhc.: l ">dl <.: ,., n.... n1.: I II 1, '1 ',(.; r\ It!!\\,! 

o, ll11l11. 1 h, tit.. ( lu k "I :11 ... ~\ llt>l
1
, ch .. H1. \ J J I .in,, .. ,tnJ the C '11...!10,.1 Cr\lc,: h, 

~ :" r.11ur I f I;. 1 111,1 ~, 11J 

fl1 <.: B I; url , 
\\ r l ,11 J lU JI! 11 l 

n I t
1 

l\ l<.:llcc.: 1
11 1 c t..h in1J ~\II 1J , nu tlic,; ... 1horm ol tht 

f1. (11,tllJ lift, I C u um .... ,t fort 
I t!, (I ul. ,1 

Jt \\. \ 

,1 

'l I, ... I k 
lh 

• : 1 \\ 1 1n ,.le bk ., H• 1 I~ .11 i.. 

\\ 

I \... 1 1 l 
( . \ "· 

f CI J, 1J I, ) ... ,: Ill 
Ill 

1.,' ,,n,,.i,'f'r I the; 

' ul th I uru 11111,1 f, ... 
, ,, .. lk JII \\ :h 'Ill p ..... pl ... 1111I t 111r1.. , \l11.,,1 \\h.:r1. 

I ,.. h 1;; • ,h 1n , , d .11 11 c • tt d, 11 .. h m ,ill 11.·r 

J , cd I I r 1 l t .. '- I , -. d I 1,. C I r, n , ..... , u 
, , \ 1 • I .t I 1 , f .. I I , 1 I ... I l I 'l , 

. • • ;ff' . ,. ·~., .. ' - , 
: ,·. . . .. r• 

.• :i• 
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Io cmpha,, c hem <.cr1ou I) the DRC' ·n iora,mc.., triuk their lt:,1'-hing uf th~ H1blc, the 
Re\ Ju of, ti St.:\ n ~h\,tle rec.died hem pupils : a; \\di .. !. c.11cd1 ... mcn mc.mhcr, ,,ere 

p. ,.,h~·d for not lcarmng their rN,lc le orh propc•h! At that time ,t ,,.1 111ou •ht c,;:, .:nu.ti 

1h.1t pup1
1
, ho Id m1..·111ori,c 13ih,c,;: \cr-,c, and ,-.nechum-.n r1cmbc.: ._, me catcchi 111 

p 1, .1 , a.. I he Bible · r cl ttc c .. 1cchJ1,111 furmc.:d the.: h,t i of iht: cumcu'u . 11• ~tudc.:nts 

wuld rcmcml">~r ,ill 1ht::ir le on, \\ithout 1.11ft cull). fhi a l(;Cdotc 1, e;:,il.h:n-.c.: once .1 •,tin 
of t•m, pr.1d1 .... ,ire rc.:nkmhcrcd. 

It .11,;o illu~tr.uc, htm the \\ ord of God 1 in,cnbed on the he.. t ol lht: lie lie\ er . At the 

ccntc.n.tl') cdchrdllons 1hi~ \\,1 )!'lh<'licJlly depicted in the l3iblc'i pre e111ed to the ,anuus 
1',lfllC'i 

J he h)mn book, 1';)i111b11 za !\Julungu, ,,as printed !;pcc:all) for the cc111cna1;1 cdehrations 

\\ii' .i red CU\er .111C: \\Jth the emblem of the ccntcn. ry cclcbratiom. 111e Christian 
I itcraturc A,,oci· tion in Mala\\ 1 (C I .AIM) made thi, spec1,11 edition m il,1hle at the 
kl)LJ • t of Nkhoma Synod. 

-1. \\ lffl"J'C'.'; SL R\'CVS OF TIIE HI. !'ORY OF TIii:. CC\P ( KHOI\IA S\ NOD) FOR 
1111: <. 'l."-Tl:NARY 

I 1 '\I.ho ma J nod hisloricnl brochure 

J or 1hc ccm ·n.tf) cddm,tion1i N khom,t S) nod publbhe<l ,1 ,,, cnt) I\\ o p.1 •c t,rochu. 
nt11I d \ ifundrccl \e:. 1s ofGmcc. 

I hl.' gmt.! r 1 
It \I 1i., P,,ilm 103:~: "Pr J1,c the I ord, o '11) < ' rnd for cl ,1.i1 • 

h ... ncl1ts '\1..1uall), th, ,..., 1..( 11,1ckr1.:d 'O be a f\_;flllnd r )I 1..iu ·1.11 ... :mi; grace HI the 
h tor) cf Nkhom.i Synod. 

fhc hro1.:, urc: ',\ C'- ,1 hnef suf'\c) of th· hi tory of Nkhoma ~) nod from the time \\hen the 

Re,..-. \ (' ~furr .. ) .. nd TC R \ Ink l'amc to do 1111',,ion,11') \\Ork :,t \hcra to 1he pre ent. 

Jud 111g from the ,1.:q .. e1h.e <1f th.c topk!> un<l 'iuhhe.dings in 1hc bro~h.1rc, the compilers 
I ,I\ I.! follmH d Dr ( \ I P,tll\\ '<; • ppr >.ich ~uch nm ulo • l'.tl 1op1c ,1 J he cmhl") o 

Church", 1l1e cmcr •111, Churlh. · I Ile ,,utom,mou, Church , 11u th.: ,,l,c,. r1.: 1,nk 11 of Dr 

P ,LI\\ 'i ,1ppro.1ch in lm bo ,._ \Ii-; ion and C'hurd1 ir: \Jal.mi. Ho,\C t:r, ,cry recent 

\ ·H!np 1' nt 111 :-.:i..11 ,rn.1 "'i d ".Ill' h ,1 th1.: C'ilabli,hn11.:n1 of \11 .. nua Uul Se.;wnd.,ry 

"idw-.1I { 1Wi7) .1n~l \\ 1ll1, m \1urra, St.:cond, f) Scho >I ( J<r9) ar,· .ii o ric:m:o 1cd Report-. 

,11 <.dLJ<.,1(11 .. li 1.-.,dth Cor<. t.ikc .. p ,I' ·, t .. 'ti,1I p .. rt uf tr..: 11rod1urc. 

- - - - - - - -- . . . ~ - . ' . -
- - . ' . . .. ·.. . . . . . . , "; . . .. ,., .. ' 

. . . ... . .. . ., . . 
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I h .. .ippro, d1 i.'-cd t , '-l • pile t~c hrochure i , Cl') thcolo ical, but ra1o,;e qucs11ons. A a 

OL,rcl! of g1.:ner,tl 111 >rm.1tion rn the hhtUf) of :--; khmn.t S) 110d, the hroch .... rc ,, quue 
.. 'ul. B,n 111, 'illll ar, I ,1(11 .,.11 re, ic\\ of mi ~,on.ti") ,,ork! 

4.2 • J>Cd.11 CCIIICJl,11") Kuunika edition 

K111111ikn, the cl1urd1 ma •azinc publl hed by 1':khom.t S,nod, 1 ~ued : i;pc.:c1,1l t·di11on in 

J .. J;/Au~tM, 1989 (Vol 71, \lo 4) to rnmmemor,,tc ,:iriou a.,pccts of the 111:ni,tr) of the 

Churd1 in ~1.da,,i ,incc JF.,~N. Articles \\ere ,n11tcn by head~ of clcp. nmcnh a:1d those 
1mohcd m the different dcp nmcnt of drnrch ,,ork. 

11-e cllator of Kuunikn, t\lr :\1 J Nkh,1IJmha}au~,. ,,rote .in ,1rt1cle on the cstabJi.,hml!nt of 

the mag,llinc 111 1909 and the ""Yin \\h1ch it has dc,clopcd mer the I.1st eighty ;car. 

Inc U:mon Ofticcr, the Re, CJ Uurgcr, ,ind the Gener.ii Sccrcta ), the Re, Y 

\Hate on ho,, the IJRC' \1is~ion o,;t ... rtcd m Ma:.1,\1 and has gro,, n into a church that ii; nt 
present '>en ed by M,11.i,\lans. 

'lucnda, 

l11e Re\ .:\I B .:\lanund;1, mim~ter of the ~khoma con!!,rcg.ition and lc:1dc-r ot h)nmology in 

~khom,1 S)nod, \Hotc on the grm\lh of <.ing111g rn the church ,md hm, certarn .Mal.minns 
h,l\C contributed 1hcir mu,tcal 'ik1ll 10 l';khnma S)nod. 

fhc Re, Dr 11 J , an De, enter, (,!Iv> m11mtcr of~ khomn con•·rer:111011) ,, rote an nnide on 
the \\Ork of the )Outh 

i\f, A de Klcrk (L~u.1lly c.,,lcu N: chi al ... ) d.:scr,bcd the ht•rrnnmr of the \\0111cn' guild 
l Chig\\ 1rlz,111u) 111,111 ,1rticlc. 

Ar 11cle ,,ere \\rJtlcn on \\ illwm ~1urr,1y ~ccondal)' School (Lcxon J C ~dal,1ma), 

Cl11l.mga School for the Blind (R J Ucmenni, headmaster} and l{ohert nt.1:.c Second.if) 

s~hool (JS ( h:1hmh.,. h:.,dm 1.,ter} o 11lmmg 1,,e heginnin ,, .if these ~chools and •1,ing, n 

• pprnisal of 1hc1r acluc, cment• Jil , kht ma S, nod. ·n1c F'du ,111011 Sccret.11), the Re, \V R 

K,mal.!, ,,rote .,n arndc r~ I ctin • on cd .. c,11ion ·n Nkhoma S)nod for the pa-;1 I undrcd 
) cars. 

\lr 11 \l11m • .. k. di. t.r.c,ed th .. 11,,ton of \khom ... J>rc fr m .907 to 1989. 

Dr C' I llf 1._'.n .. 1 : pmpo. tc,I th.: ,, ork of: ho p11..1.s : r1>'l1 18~1J ILl I 98Q. 

Rc.1d1n~ :.:1 the c .irt'des m th s o;pc .. 1, I cd11ion, 011.: f.t 1-. 1m, •r, t...lul the p.:oplc of 

\I "" 1. e tu •I .. I or for lp•m •rn, tic Go,1 cl to them th >.' h th.: DRC 111 1011:me . In 
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these mticlcs, 1:;.111y of th!m ,uiuen by i\l;d~miam, the part1cipatitJ11 of :.i:.tla\,ian people m 

the 3\..ti,Hics nf the Synod has hl'cn rcrng111scJ. 

rltcsc article!- \\Ill no doubt bl' stepping :,tones to historians ,peciali.dng 111 particular 
a~pi.:cts , f the minbtry ol the< 'hurch. 

I he uther d •nartmenb of the S) noJ ~uch as \\'orb and ·1 1 :rnsport. BuilJing Dcp:1rtmcn1, 

Namo11 Katengt:,a Cllurd1 I :iy Tr:dning C'cntrl', Carpentry ,ind;\ riculturL· .ire -,till !lJ be 
dl'scriht:d. 

5. CENTC\:Alff DR..\\tAS 

A few dr;1mas \\C:rc perlnrml'J l;y tcadtcrs, ministers. ~uuth grn.ips :i,,d 1'•.; r ,:dents of 

Nkhnrna Station proper. The main thrust uf the dr:1n,·1s ,qi-, 11-,e n::•1 I':! r1r the early 

mi,sio11ar1cs, AC i\1urni) anJ 'I CB \llok, tu ,\lvcra and the \\,t) Ch'~i Ch1werc r1.:ct:h.ed 
ther,1. 

I Ile winners tif the drtli:1,1 ,.,,111pi.:tit1on organized l>y the Re, !\I J Kai:m1eng:111ji, the Yuuth 

;\1imster of Nkh()ma ')Ill C, were the )Olllh groups from l\.lal<!mbo and Kakoma 

rungregation,. ft is nriking li.:tt ti• ,i..,cd 1101 only the. wming of th<! t:arly 

111issio11arie~ and the l>,1pti:,111 ,,f 1t1e f ·/ Chri.,tian families, hut also incornoratcJ 

the p:irtkipation uf \1 tlm• • t•:) : 11 pro. ,g the Gospel tn the surrounding pc11plc:; at 

;\hcra. It j-, import ... : \) .:o,_ tk1: the )l>Uth from Kakuma and :-.lnlcmbo used the 

.1vaibblc.: hi'-lori_-.. i1 :-ou1 c It ·• .. ate their pl.1y.,. They read Dr P,tU\\ \ book and the Rev 

Kamnklw.,rni':. dis crtatit•n :, is a sign of th<! historical <marc:1cso, of 111ernbc1c; .inu their 

dc!-.ire make the pasr com~ ali\l' fur the sake 1Jf the prcsem anu tile future. 

·1 he play of the karhcrs of Nkhom:1 S)110d \HlS ,.,Cr) si111il.1r lo th:11 of the )Ollth group. 

True 10 their pn,tcs:-.1t>ral nature, they us,'d props. Some t11 tltc old tcad1ers such as l\.1r 

Kaffcre. l\.lr l\.lth.111gt>he anJ others \\Crt: JresseJ in the real ~gon, warrior attire which 

they had horrcl\\ed from < "hief Gom:ini. I hey al. o l'onr,tn,ct~d gras, ht1uscs which 

rcscmbk I the house-., of 1>ld. They ~howcd hrn\ s<.:hu,>ls \\cri:- stnrted ~nd ho\\ the teachers 

helped to sprc:1d the Cospel. J'hcir play 1llmtr.11cJ hm\ 1hc p11;7:-1cally. 1ro11g pt:oplc uf ulJ 
\\Cre umque1cd h) the C11,pcl.:;. 

171l' rl.'siclc111, of" "h:hnma proper pr--semed a pb) produccJ hy the Rn• Dr 11 ,:in D~·\Cnter 

.me! Dr C .I Blign.111t (ll mcdkal dol'tor) tobcthcr \\itli the )Outh 1m Nkhoma :-.ti:,~iun 

Stmion :,nd the s.irru rnd,.,g, lll.1~ts. Dr Blign:Htt :1cti.;J the part of the l{c, AC ~lurr:iy . 

• nd I >r, .m De, enter that of the Re, TC !i Vlok. They also con~tr.icted J1..•c-or resembling 

~ • .. ~,.. • ' • ., ' "' ,. ' .. '- • ._ • • • :: ~ ' " · • - \ - • • l •• ' ' • ! 

. . . .·_ _ . . .... · .' '.' ·.·l'.,.I .·~ , . --~••:-': ·•.. _: •; -:-_ ~ • 
1
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thl.' huts in ,,l11ch the chief Jlld hi, people lhcd. In 1h1s drama, th.! chief,,a 1101 ~u1ocra1ic, 

but consulted h1, mt!n before m.ddng dcc1s1ons. ·1 his b , cry ch.1rac1cri ... 1ic of an African 

local :1dmini tr~ tron. It Js important 10 note th,11 the mis ionaric, c: me to a count') ,, here 

omc form of •m crnmcnt did cxi~t! ll1ey found the people organh,-.d und ... r :-.:goni rule in 

,1 ,ort of dcnH>crat1c !!"' crnmt nt in which decision \\Cre taken af1er conc;ufia1ion. Only 

then rnuld lhe chief dcdJe \\hat to do. Thi-. pl.iv ,,as 1hc rnosi intcrc~ling, becaLJse the 

role, of 1hc mi ionanci. ,,ere r 1Jycd by wnite men (Blirn:1ut and Van lJc,·enter) ,,ho 
"P<>kc C'h1che ,, a ,, ith the real \\ hitc n,:m's :J.;ccnt. Chi et Chi\, ere \\J dcpicte<i u<. ,l\ ing 

pro11.:cted the m,~sionnncs C':iJ)\!ciJlly \,•!•en his counsellors intended to get rid of "1hese 

\\hitc C'rl ,uures" who ,,ere 1houg1,, to :>e the cause of the drought. Chici Cl1iwerc 

: nnoun~ 1.. f,1, protection of t!,e missionarici. since they h.1d g1, en him .i hirr and a few 

other thi11gs. Another point uf interest was that the Re, A C Murray and TC B Vink took 
)Ouths on their fir t journey to B:ind,mc a~ interpreters. 

118 

I he Chilrn!,u play was performed by minister of Nkhom.1 S)nocl. ft sho\,ed hm, A C 

~lurrny trml'lled from one pl:i~c to :mother carried by his men m a \\heel chair or in a 

"\lachil.1", (lwmmock). as they :mg, "Andre,, J\!urrny, i)e iye Andrew Murray! I Ice!! 

1\'uani ad.ipha a 't'l:s11, dapha Ycsu ndi A)uda I lecc!!" The Re,· I M l'.iinj:i pln)ed the 

role of AC Murray. I le put on a helmet and read a hook ,,hile being carried in the \\heel 
ch.ur. 1 his \\as a true rccnn.,trucuun of conduions during the early yc.1rs. 

c,. \'1~ ITO!{. A 'D IN\'ITJ.I) Gl'ESTS AT 1 JIE CENTENARY 

:-.10~1 of h•~, isitors anrl invi1cd guests came from ,dthm Malrm i. n1e member churches of 

the Chri ti,111 Council of M.1!:1,,i. the Anglican Council of .\1al:m1 and the Rom·m C'ntholic 

Ch11rcl• :ill 1-ent their representative\. But mainly it \\as 1hc ,i~ter drnrches of the ( hurch 
,r Central \fril'a Pre\!>) ten: n \\ho,, ere represented. 

Lhingsronia S_\n:>d \\as rcprescmed ll\ the Re, A ~1 Mfunc (the General Sccret:uy), F 

Chung.1, and Dr Jere. ·1 he Rev,\ :\1 :\1func poke on behalf of the Jefeg.11ion .. he ,,1i;hcd 

~kl1oma S) nod g,>od luck ,ind ~ires cd the need for hclprng one • not her and tor 

!itrer gthcn111g the unity ol the Church in the \\ hole ( CAP. "\\ e )Our cider sister 
c.on •r.11ul.11e) 011 on) c>ur ccntenar)'', he said. 

Bin nt.\ re S) nod \\ .ts rcprc~c111cd t,y the D~•pul) Gcn~r.11 Seer ct, f) of the S) nod, the Re,· 

Ch11 ulo, .md :1s ~ tuJcr: tor, the Re, Smrn;a. I hl' Re, C'hit,ulo congra1ul.1tcd Nkhoma 

S)nocl on ll ~:cnten.11) .111d also 1;1re ,cd tfil! ncccl for lllllt) in the CC'.\P. I mally, he 
,d,hcd the S) nod of \'khoma Goel\ blessings for the) 1.•.ir 2000!4 

➔ ft·I.' l.111:, c,t rhc ( C \P ,, , 11 d to the:- life nf the Cln.rch Ilic s:1n1c need for unit\ h.1d 
,lire.id, bcc.:n ,trc.:s~c:d h\ ~khnm.i l'rc,ll\tcn in 1953 (~ec Pre~b)tc.:n :\1mutcs \t1gust, 

. ' . - . :. . . . . - . . . . . . ' . 
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I lar.1rc S~nocl CC\t> \\,1, rq,r~,cntc<l h) ,1lr110,1 .ti! thl• mini,ILn ,1f the S) 
1
10d of \bl:;m1an 

ort_m C\1..cpt one • tr.c Re.:\ f.,.1ac C \I Banda • \\ ho could rot le:1\ c hi~ .1dm1ni,1rn11\ c 
du11c, 111 thi.: !:i) nod Oft1l:c. I he \1oderator of 1l1e S) nod. the Re, Kale ma. poke on beh.tlf 

ul the dek•gat1011 I le lXprc ... ed the f.tc1 lh,11 1hc S)nod of 11: r.ire \\3<; .1 daughter of 

'\'khoma S:rwd .ind 1hen.:forc an •merr.il p:m of it I le recogm ... cd 1h .. t 7'.'khl>n'a S)nod 
,upplicd m,m,tcrs 10 I l.ir.1re S\ nod. I le \\ hhcc, the ccmcnal) of :--:khom:.i S) nod God's 
blessing ... 

I rom the nc1 •hhourmg rnuntnc,. 1he ,;i,tcr churchl•, ouhidc lire C'CAP repre ... ntcd \\ere 

the Hdorn1cd ( hun·h in Zamhia and ll:c lgrcja Hcfornacla Em 'Irizamhiquc. The Re\ I· 

I) S:.ikal.1 cnngraiul.tted the .':I) nud on 1hc ce111enal). I le recognised the f.1c1 that the 
mi,,wnane ... \\ ho c, ~mgcli,:Ld Z~11nbi:1 10\\ard, the formatiun of the RC~ ,:1mc from 

:\hem, \1:!J.l\\i. 'For this re.i<;on, )OU arc our elder hrotht'r<;', he said. noting that their 
centi.:nar) \,ould be in Ju 1 :1 decade from n,m, 111 19 /II, 

r!1e Re\ Chikakud:1 () oungcr bro1hcr of the Re\ \\' I: Ch1bkud.1, a mini ... 1cr of :--..'khom:1 

S) nod) greeted 1hc S) nod and congratulated it on the ce111cnary in the n.1111e of the lgreJra 

l{cfomada I rn ;\Joz,tmb;que. \\'c :ire all part of Nkhoma S)nod, because uur church came 

from hcre", he :11d. I le thanked 1hc ~)nod for it, conpern1ion ·.nd help \\ hile the 
\lozamb1c:.inc; \\ere d1,pl:1ced from their ml llif) to t-.lala,d. 

1 he l<c, Dr A :\J Ilofmc."-, Gener. l Mic; ion Sel:retal) ot the DRC in South Africa. gree1ed 

N1d10m:i S)nod on hchalf 01 the Re,· Kcta, member of the Interim Comm111ee of 1hc 

Hcformcd l cumemcal Council of \d1ich the S)110d is .i member. I le exprc,; cJ the 11ope 

1h,1t the S:nod \\Ould l:Ontrn .. c 10 rem,1111 faithtul lt> the \\ord of God. Dr I lofmcyr also 

rc,1cf reeting, from 1hc rcdcr.11 Council ot Dutch l{cformcd Churchc,; .. nd prl:scmed itc; 
~hcque for R !000 lo\,,mfs the S)nod\ cc.:ntc.:rwr) c,vcnsc1;. 

< hristi.111 orgnni :ition~ 

\om~ of the Chri..,11:rn or •am-.a11on rcprc•<;entcd at the centen:,n \\ere the C'hrisu.111 

<;en 1t1.: ('ommittcc, the Chmti.rn < ·ouncrl of \1al~mi. \\ orld \'1 inn lnternation,d (~ lahm 1). 

I 'J~.~) \\ hen 11 \\ .i, rno\Ld th:11 1h~quc,t the Synodical Commmce ot the l "CAJ> 
s, nod 10 l'On,ider ,ind discw,, t'1c·po 1hil1t\ of Ila\ in' one mode of 1hc1)logical 
tr .. 111111 ' of 1111111,ic.:r, "o., to f11ster unm 111 'thc area of sclcc1ion ot candidate and 
thi.: dur.i11011 of the cour,e In .1ddit10n to 1h,1t. ~'khom,1 s,noJ .,ckncmledgcd rn 1%2 
th,11 unm 111 1h1.: < ·c I' \\a, l,To\\ in, lrom ~trength to ,1rength :1s \\as e\ 1dcnt from the 
l 1111.cl ·1 hcolo •1c.il Sd100I due to ,t.irt m the folhmin • ,car (1%3). "But the !:i\nod 
<r.t\t·, th. t 1hc l n t•, 111 till• .... uon shoi.lld "eek to 1111d .1 \\£ \ \\hcreb, the Ccneral 
!"->, nod CC \I' <.h,11, h,1\ c: au1hont) (or centr.,lizeu .u11horm ). ' ~khoma S) nod. ,d,hed 
1hc:rl to h · one ,1r .. 11. '\ :1 ·r1..cd upon P) ;,II ,\110J, ,o 1h.11 the st,l'id,nc committee~ 
•c por1s1hlc for the rropu,JI tor this t,:llt) ,J10uld \\orf... fncrl',hl~ (S\nod \ltrhllcs. 
%2 p:1r.1 •r, ph ~-l p ,2, .t!,o :<iii.i S.-l.i p 12) 

' . . \ . . . . ' . . 
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The General Synod CCAP 

The (jencr:..tl Synod CCAP i, made up of fh·e s,·r.1a.i,, ,"llrn:ly Li\'i11gstoni:i Synot! ( 1875) 

Blantyre Synod (11'76) Nkho111:.i S)nod (18:~'i) fla1 :re S)nud (l'lJ~) and Zambia CCAP 

S:, nod ( 198-l ). Ar this cemen:.iry c-cldm1tion tLe senior clerk o, t:1e General Synod, the Rev 

\V P Chib~tmho, was present. Tod:,y the C:cncral Synod h:is a secrtwriat in lilong,ve 

\\ here the senior clerk admi11isters church a ff airs. It is a privil~gc that Nkhoma Synod 
CCAP can h;l\ e such an office in its area. 

It has heen nokd that all arrangements reg:.ac ng the ret :kt ion of thc hor,ourable 

churchmen \\ho were. pre.sent at the ccnten:..11y of :;khoma Syr:.,d ,\•:!re jointly m:.1de by the 

lea<Jers of the CCAP synods within Malawi and gmcrnmcnt officials. This is really a sign 

of unity and Christian freedom in Mala,, i. under the rule of Life Presidc.!nt Ngw:izi Dr I l 
Kamuzu Banda. 

7. SPEECHES OF TIIE MOST HO.\'OURABLE GUESTS OF THE CENTE!\'ARY: 26 
August 1989 

There w:1-, rnuch speech-making! 

7. l Thc Synod had also invited repr~sentathc>s from the Church of Swtland, the 

l'rcshyterian Ch1:rd1 Ir land and tlic Dutch H.dorrne<l Church in South Africa (\\'csrern 

Cape Synou). ·111<: Chwch , f Scotland and the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 

s..:nt their rnoderators to represent th-:rn while the Presbyterian Church in Ireland .sent a 

lady. These \isitors were gh en a most warm welcome by the Republic of Malawi. ·n,ey 

1011.-ed many pl::t..::cs of intcrcsr and institutior~, ;., the country hy government esc,m. They 

also had an audience \\ith the Life President of the Republic of Malawi Ngwazi Dr 11 

Kamuzu BanJ:.1 at Sanjika palace in Blantyre. The Rev Dr S Ncozana and his,, ifo, the Rev 

L K R ,\fot:mda :tnd ~1rs EM Khombc ac-compunit:d the.! Rev .\kDonald :m<l his,., ife while 

the Rev Pr DJ Jlattingh :md hi::. \\ife were accompanied by thl.! Rcv \V R Kawale, !\frs. E 

Y Chienda, anu ,\Ir~. Kagundu. The CC\P tlwnked the ;\fal:mi Gmernmcnt for 1/ris 
unrL'.)cr. ed honour. 

The RC'v Dr ,\lcD0;1:d<l, ;\!od.:rator !)f the Church of Scutland. L'ongr:itulated the S)11o<l of 

Skhum,1 1111 the ce111en:1ry. I le added that the Hcformt:><l f.imil
1 

had the same r1iot 

;tfrhough it h:1d dc,c:l(lpcd into a big trl'e with hranl..'hL·s in ,minus countrie~. I la\'111g reau 
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mo 11:\ts from the Bible Dr \1d)l1n .. dd !itrcs cd three thing : remember )Our tradition, 
lorgl'I the pa~t .• rnd look forn.mJ. 

The l.td) reprc~eniati\'e from the l'rcsb.\ rcrian Churd1 in lrl'land (PCI) added her 

congra1ul.11ion.... She stressed the fact rh~t each church ha prohleP1s \\ hich needed pra) er 

lrom fcllm, Cliri tian churd1c!.. Sh1: a-.ked ;'\'khoma S;nod to rcml'mbcr 1hc 1'( I in 1heir 

se.irch for peace and rcconcili:11ion, referring to denomm~tional uprising. \\ h1ch had been 
and still com1mie. in both the Roman f'atholic and Prote I.Int communities. 

Dr I lattingh, ,\loderator of the Dutch Rcfonned Church in South \frica, (Western Cape 

S;nod) greeted ~khoma S;nod in the name of our common Lord. He ~aid that the 

Western Cape S; nod h.1d ~trong tics with ,\'khoma S; nod incc U1e l)J<C initiatrd mission 

\\Ork in ~Jal.mi at ~hem in lh89 and had co11t1nucd to uppon Nkhoma Synod by 

prO\ iding personnel and finance until no\\. Dr I Iattingh ga\ e a hr,cf historical 

background of the beginning of mis ion \\Ork in ,\lala\,i and how 1he Reformed­

l'rc.sbyterian mis ion formed a union, 110\\ the C'CAP. 111 I 1J24. Dr llaningh urged 

~khoma Synod 10 maintain the t'\i,ting unity in the CCAJ>. I fc pre,cnu•d a Bible to the 

S;nod ,, h1c'1 ,,as accepted by the \'cry Rev JG M ~fa.,eko, 1he current Vicc-l\fe,deraror of 
the Synod. 

\t the e, ening ses~ion of the same d.iy, Dr l Iattingh preached from Mat. 28: I 9. I le ,aid, 

"The comrni-;sion of Jesus \\as to go 10 all 11:111ons and make d1sciple1i. The good news is for 

all nation , all languages, all cultures. Jesu ,,ants our hean-; ,o that I le may remove sin 

from them. Ile ,,am, 10 lhe in our live<;. Our lives are temple,; of the I ord ,,hcre,cn,e 

\\alk We mu t tell otht:r, ahou1 Jesus ,,hom ,,e knO\,." Further on in hi ,~rmon he 

.i,sured memba of the Church in :\.fala,\i that they ,,er.! ,,ckome in tht: TJR churches in 
South Africa. 

"Your students and teachers are mo 1 \\Clcome 10 stud) in South Africa, You \\ill be free 
10 go ,111)\\hcrc," Dr l Iat11ngh said. 

;\lany people have C\presscd deep £ratitude for lh.:! \\Orch of all these d1gnitaric from the 

hi,;toric churchc , c pccially a~ Reformed-Pre h) ten Christianity in i\fohm i has 

depended on them. It ha been a gc 1i.1rt: of true unity in tho! CC..\P and has tr1.:n!-!thened 
alrc.1d) e:-;i..,!ing relation.,. 

J11cre \\.i'> c\111,idcr. hie mcd1., r<,hragc ot the .1c11,11k·s und :,ddrc 'l' of the l\\o 

modaator durinr 1hdr lu) in \!al.mi. I h ; \\ii' undouhtccil; nc\cr for • .... 1 \\h.11 tht: Lord 
<lid to ~.J.1l~\\1 a,1d to them <luring their short \J. it. 

-. . . . .. . . ' . . .. · . . . •. . . ·. . : . :: : · .. · ; ·;· . . . . . . . . . . '." . -:. . ,, 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



7 
2 I ht.•c \\1.:rc 111. r \ mi~ ion:irics \\ 1l c,1111e lu ,,1,:11.:, the.: 1..1.:r It. ul') c.t.,1.:hr,111 in of 

, "hom.1 S) •tod. Some.: ,, 1,; re ... 11, u1 the oppnrt ... rlt) :o spe~ k. 

\r1un :h1: m,nhtc.:r-, !he He\ \J .S lJ:mecl ,,ho had been J m, 10 : .. 1 ,II K, ,un 
1

u 
1Chil-tn •.1) :\ht.~,1. K< 1 ,e ,ind :.11cr \\1.:nt to ~ali-bul') (ncm llar"re) S)nod m Sou1'1 

Rhod.? 1,1 (nm, 7.11nn.1lm<=) '-puke .iho ... : hr, c..illm h) 1hc l orJ to h.: .. p. '-ll r ,ind .i 

n
1

1 , o 1. f) in \l,d .. ,,1 ,ii ti 7.1mban,,c. 1 he Re, D.111cc;J rc.1tl from [ p ... 2.10 11 ... c,pre '-Cd 

Ii ·o, , ntl ,.11d: (i ,d h.1 a purpo e for c .. ch one of u, ,111d that 1-. to •lonf) -tlld please 

1 lim." I le h.1d come to \!JI, \\I a, J mi"1un~tf) in JIJ38. In 1Q39 he or •aru d ., uhrlc:.:e :ind 

r.11,1.:J the I benezer Stone ,,h1th ,;tand JI :'\khori ••. fl.: said re h.1d been .tfra1d 10 come 

10 \l .. d .. ,,1 ,lrtd haL ,0111c11mc, bet.·n di~1..our.1gcJ h) re1.11:,1.:.,_ But bc:.,rini,: in mmd that 

GnJ had .ii read) prcp.m:J ,, hat ,huuld be done b) h11n and h) the n.her lllh ,on:irie<. 

1hr11u •h his calling he h .. d to come to :\1, l~mi m spi1e of fear and di,cour,1~ menh. Jk 

prat~t:cl God tor 1h, hundred )ear of tht: Church"s e,i-tence. Inc Rt:, Daned 1, especial!) 

remembered for hi. ~k,11 in huild111g ch ,rches. I !c built the churc11 .Jt Kon~\\e as \\1.:II a, 

man) Oiher. ul,o in J l:.,•.1re S)nod. Ap·i .. h., ti}, h .. con•inuc, In use hi ,r,;ill c,cn no\\ 

,, h1le he i~ in retircmt:nt in South \fnca . .:,pec,all) among the less pri, rleged. 

'I he Re, Dr J D II .SIL')IIL•r •• 1 mi,~iomiC) in ~!:ii.mi from 1c149 u .JI he rct.irncJ 10 South 

Afric. in 1975, ,pokl.' .. bout hi, experience,. Ile sa:d that on .irr ,mg in 1941) he h.1d h ... en 

,tl1(1C.1tcd to ~11anda ( C' AP ,md in the ten ) ~ar smcc t!len, I .. h,1d been tr,1mferred to 

<.;k,cn pl.it.e lie \\,t, appointed ro the r heolog1cul S,hool 111 19,s and had taLwht ,dch 

the Re, J, of,, 1 Stc,en \h,.de. :\1 .7 C h111kh.1dze, C'harle J J" \\uu. Stephen 1 .... auta 

M,l',k.i, Sw rn I ._.it1 Ph:r, • nd other" ·n the C'( P Joi11t ·1 heolo •1cal Seminal"). :\fter that 
he ,,a, p.1rt of the 81l·:c J .-an buon team. ,,orking ,,nh the R,\ GA 1'.acl-JJJC. the Rt:\ 1~ E 

Kar ulukut.1 (died 1%81. ~tr G\\,Vu, and the Re, T· .. ther Tcnthani of the Roman Catholic 

U1urch. In '()7, he .1cct.•ptctl .1 call to enc am ll1£ rmnc \\orl-er in South Atric.1 lie 

r1.:1,r1.:d m l%K Just hdore l.c hc~an t~l~mg. he called upon .ill lhn c rrnn:,;tcn, ,,ho he had 

1~ ught tu ri~c • and t1LJl!c a n .. mber of m ni tcr ro~c. l11en thche \\ horn he had t.Ju~ht 111 

1h.: Joint rJ1eologi.:,d C ollet!c ,,ere calied upon to irg a l•~rnn \\h1ch the IJte Re1. ( J r 
\\, :1 Ucd c;in~111g llllhl to the tune 0f\u)piu-;. J11c strife , O\Cr, the hal!le dune"'. lt \\:t 
indeed, \Cl) touchmg mlmt...nt! 

The He, \ .s Lnbu•chngtH.' w , a rrn,ston.1n 111 \:.ii.mi lrum JlJ4CJ to JQ70 and th<.;n a~am 

rr,>rn 1975 ro I'> 1. He st· ,ed th.Ith,· ,,orked ,dth tic R..:, \ 1drc,.i ~.1111J..urnha, one of tf c 

l1r ... 1 mirn..,ter, 10 be ord .. :n1.:d. and \1r ( nimchere. TI c,e mo men. nd m,,11) oth r~ t .. ,'it 

I m I lot .t, t,l n11" on \\1•rK 111· • \!.tl,1,,1.111 lie <;..iiJ h1, •t1C1...l, d pt·ndcd up,, 1 :h..: 
.. J, IH: ut t I l• c ,, h , kn..,,, hl..!th.r :ha,1 he d,cl. 

" ~o 41 n '\,1 nbo 1.1 \fulu11 •u 111.1., 1,e ..,un.; to tlll t-.ne: rn ( mrd1 I l)rm:.,I") 11 \ ro. ·'.; 1. 
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One uf the other nms1on,.rico,; \\ho spoke\\~"' \Ir P Blignaut. I le p,1kc ,ii out I 1 ,,illin • to 

he a mi~,ional) ,, hen he c.1mc to \fala,\ 1 in I Q40. I le ,kctd1~ d hem t 1:c "'-h 1 1, h,1d been 

ad,n.m tered b) the Church. I le t.:mph~ i~ed the impon.rnl-t' of, ill . .:-- ,d1 iul , I l·h .ire 
thc b.1ckhone of the ChJrch. 

\Ir Louise llug1 \\1fe of the Re, I Jugo «"U a dJubhter of one uf the c.;Jrl) m ior.aric,, 

1he Re, J A l'cticf, spol.e of the be •inning of C h10'\\:lizano (the ,,om~n· u1ld) .. rrong the 

\\t1rncn of ~iJ1oma S)nod CC AP, m·d,\ifery a:,d C.·1lan •110 (< hri'>taan initiation 
in,truction for th .. )OUth before confmn:.tion). 

\ 1 r Tocricn "a a mi sionary chool teacher in Nkhoma S; nod for man) :, r::ir,. I le came to 

'.\lala\\i in 1945. I le g.1,e a brief account of ho\\ the Lord called h·m to be a mi,sionary. 

lie Marted at Mlanda, then mmed to :-.taJingundc, Kong,,e and ;\khomJ. He \\.t 

he: Jma~tcr of Kon!;\\C Secondary School and also principal of William Murray Secoml:tf) 

School. J le is remembered for hi skill in teaching l.:.ngfo,h ,, a sc:cond l:mgunge. 

7.3 • pccches ,,ere :also made h~ old ,\lnl:mian Christian 

\Jr :\ltic;au is one of the children of the c.irl) Christians. I le recalled that he \\Orkcd in the 

Re\ Vlok's home at :,.:khom,1. \\ hen the Rev VJC1k left for Zimbalmc (in 1912). the Rev 

Hofm1;)r came in his pl:ice. In 1914 the Re, I lofme)r \\3 \\ar ch,1plain .u Karonga where 

he \\.t'- bitten b) a t etse fly. One da) he climbed to the top of Nkhom,1 mountain tor ''it 

and there he di,d. 111c Re!, WI I ~lum.1; said that I Iofmc)r died on !\fount ~khoma hkc 
Moses on :-.fount Nc:bo. 

In 1932 the} p,ant1.:d trees \\)11ch can ull be -;een at the stat.on. l:c r r-,embercd that the 

Re\ l{ctid pl~'lted mango tree, .ill o, er the place:. lie 11rged peopk to eat m.ingot.:• and 
plant the ee!ds. 

I le \\,1c; bapti1ed along wnh Rub1.:n !\1b\\aira In those da)c; the baptized \\ere gi,en ,er~c 

from Scripture. lie \\a~ ha;,tizcd b) the Rev Vlok \\ho ga,e him the text. I John I : 11. 

111c blood of the I urd Jesw, Chmt \\:, he u and clean e, w, from all c, 1I." Be found this 

h:P,c ,er) torching and had u-,cJ it ,,hen te~tif)ing to his tith in the surrounding ,i lage~. 

\Ir '.\1ti'>au \\.t ,en grateful 10 !he I orcl fort!•..: prhilege of',c111g pn:,ent :.t the l'Cnlenal') 

ml stre-; eel, '111c re.ii thing in hfe i, the \\ ord of (i >d \\ hich \\ e hJ\ e rccci, ed." lie 

1'1. nkcd the Re\,\ lok. Ret1d, Stq;mJ' 11 JnJ '.\lurrJ) fw thtir \\ork. 

\Ir Ruhen !\1h\\Jirn, one uf the e.1rlie,1 children to be bapti.:ed at !\1'(...ra m 1S9S, 

prod, imcd thJt he ab1dt''- in ( hri t and h:, don\! .o ~;nee hi parent bn u:ht him to the 

Lord. I le .id nm cJ •c.:, 111e p(m..:r, nd J rotc1.11on oi G.id in hi, hfo. I le h .. lour chilJrcn 
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and ;.;:I ol thc,•1. re: .tl1\1. 11" 1, h\ 

lht 1r tru..,t Ill the: I orJ ..11,J not 1 r11. 'll 

.:\
1
0 one c.tn '""' m 1:,, \\ll ,l \\ ti > 11 t c \\t, <l < (1 ,J h J 

\Jr J o, ,1,1 ~ tCH·II \hl a lc \\,1, al pt. lc.:r .11 h. 

r ade pulp1tr- .rnJ 1urnnurc fur l 1 trl bu1IJ111 
old. 

~ • I 

IIL J I I r 

)\,r lh. 

In hi, spccch he,; a1J: "I c.1me tro n \h era ,., JI!· 7 10 1,1) ht: re • t :\ ~ 110111.1 I r,1, I " irked 

as a h.itd1t.n ho) anJ as ,1 gcnc.:ral \\Orkc:r 11 . ... i: hou,c .if m1 101 .1r,c,. B ll m:, I her lllok 

m~ f1om 111) ,,urk ; nJ hcg.111 tu tram me as a <.',1rpcntcr. \ 1 1h •• 1 t1111c, I J not kPO\\ the 

meaning of 111:, 1ra11111.6. But alter 111.1m )car,, I rcah1t:J 1h.1t Ciod ,,.inti.;d 10 .. ,i: mt.: m 

making pulp;h for d1urd1c.:s \\ht'rc hi,\\ ord ,,01.i?J he prt."1d1...J, ,1nJ I h.1, h..:cn t rnng lhc 

J h up to nm,. \\'hen I m.1de tlw pulpih. I .:: c> m.1t!c bo.1rlh r .. n •me- t tim the k:ctcrm 

,,iih the in,criptiun Ci< >D IS I<)\'! 'cngr.i,cd 111 I\IJr\. I wncha.lctl .h.it no ,inc goc-. to 

preach to othc:r pc:oplC" .ink,~ f,c,; ha lo, c tor them, cir 101 lu nci •hho 1 11 1w1, ht 1, ,1 

liar! fhi-. then \\a, m: ,,ay ut te<.tif)ing.'' 

:. ! r JO,\\J ~h\ale', .)p1.:ech emph,1,1 cd the f,tLt th.ll the Spirit of (ilJJ lic,!I \\'i :o pcl1plc 

diff t:rent gift!'.> for building up the C hurd1 \\ h1ch 1s the bod; of l11m,1 ( I ( 11. I. · If I). h al,o 

ind11.:'ate., that the rni -.ion.mt.· 1.111gh1 the people indu,1rial ,i... II-. along ,, th l c \\'urd L f 
God. 

The Re , Joso fati St l'\en ,\h1 a le 1, n m111i..,tcr of !\hdd .:011:•ri.;g,11,on. \f1er en •1g ,1, .1 

teachc:r in the: 1111 '>ion, ht:, alt,ng ,dth nine uthcrs, ,,a-. elcct<:J It> gi> t 1 ;'\J.,,Jioma to 1 '\ 

thcolo::;~ from 11),14 tu I1lH. A. pa~tor he: ~encd 1n rn, 11) con •re .11101,..,, l,tught ut 

Chongoni Bible School and abo at Nkhoma I hrnlog1cal C>llcgc I l e ,,,1, al u t\ !odn,11or 

of Nkhoma S:, noJ from I %2 to I 97~. and V1cc-f\todcrator .. mil I <J'7CJ. i I<.' h,1' ,Hit ten ,omc 
book:- in Chichc\,,1 I le is nci\\ rc11rcd. 

In hb :-pecch the l~ev J S \ h,.ilc c~pl .. mcd ho\, the \\ (1rJ uf t..iuJ h.ic. h en t,r0u1•ht to the 

people tlmiugh edu1.:alll, t'l srhool, :ind c.,tcchumcn c.la"c" in the ch. rch. I le !..Ud the 

1,1i, ion:incs h~d c11ncc.:ntr.11t.:J on t1 c It•: d1111g of thc \\ orJ 01 1 io<l 1n ,1..hoo ~ I he) h.id 

pr...-p: .. m~d Sa1p1 .. rc le,son, l< he 1.1u •ht CH'!) d..i, of the "-t:~ lor 1'1e ,,~ok ).:,11 I he 

t~,1chers \\ht, \\1..·rc w teach thtN: les,011,. h.1d li .. c.:n tr. inc.:d t,llh 11..•rn1 ,nth .. b t 1c::,d•111._1 

lllt:.thod :it the nfr,,ion !-1.tt,(ln. ·111e .1rne rout nc lud t t..>1.:11 full \\t.:d 111 k,td 1 1 • und,1, 

Sch<ll>I d1ildrcn. I lie IC.tlhcr-. h:.d hi.:l'll 1:.u •h: th ,r :c,,,rn, "c:'11 1.: th .. n. \I .. 1J.1\ 

.• , ~ •t ., A 1', ;f . 
.. . • , - ~ . • . •.=-t~~ •. 

t ·•--d&• • . 
l""-• \ _,' • ' ' ~ "' ' , -~--"~~---- - :•If> . ·L 
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I ht: Rt·\ ~! ,: h: rt•m~m!itreJ \\ hat a L'Crt • ."'1 m ..,,ionar:, I: d) ,aid \\!-en he \\a~~. reacher, 

I ~,1 her,. 1f \ou Llon'r prq•a,.e )OUr~c1t, do not 1c,,.:::1 the\\ ord uf GoJ, bcc.rn..,c if you Jo. 

) u \\JII t1r'rg ,h:.nic llp(,n ti- e childrc:n and he fun.: God. Hc11Lc, no preparation, no 
I .. , 1 n '. 

l'dar, ~ rn 1hc t\,tedw111u1 melllhers, he ,,dd tht.: mb,1"n .. ric h:.id ,1:.0 conccmratcd on 

t ,1d111 g 1h.'.111 th.., Word of (, J l nlc:ss a mernb::-r 11,1d had a t1irl) rhorough kmmledge of 

ti L c.1'lCl11-,m: 11J of 1he \\'ord of God, he c.oul I not be bJpli1td. Ile rCL,llled the da)~ 

\\ '·c11 he l• 1d ht en :1 L':.tcdrnmc.n rncmhcr. I k said he had hce,1 pllnisheJ (h) ha, ing 10 

' .. 'ld up f11r the\\ hule period),, hen he haJ faih:d ,o renwrnbcr the p.1,sa,:'e .. nJ tc:\I of 1hc 

fPurth c
1

1n11r:indmc111. ''Rcm1,;mbcr the S.ibhath day and kct!p it holy.'' After the cbssc, 

1 .. uJ Ii.id 1he1r k..sson \\ith their l'las5 1cachcrs, the) would .di garhcr in one das~ \\here;> the 

mi,-,1011.ir.:- \\PJ!d g1\e un expo, tinn of that Sund;t) \ le ~on. This \\:J.\ where the Rev 

\h, .. lc haJ been purn hccJ for no, n .. ·mcmbcring the fourth co111mandn1cnt. There and 1hen 
he twd made up hie; mind 111 ,1ud) and mc..:n10ri1c l1i~ lc~c;o11<, \dtho11t mi..,t:1ke. 

I -.1i!I remember the memof) le~-.,011-, of the ca1cd1ic;m and ran ~a) them even tu<lay i1 I um 
. ,kcJ IO dn ~o•·, he ,aid. 

I he Re, ,\fa. k empha~iscd rhe fact that the Christians of o!J h:1d attended all the 

d1fkrcn1 catc(.'llllmen cla,,e~ un111 they had been haptizl..'d. It wa, 0111
1 

,,he11 they were well 

\cr<;cJ in Ille !)(.'ripturc!'i 1ha1 thcv became full m~mhcrs of the Church. IJe11cc, they \\t're 

\<..f) <kd.cart J .ind -.rronc, Chri~tians in rhe foirh. I le ,aid all 1his t11 emph:,sii-c the pomt 

th. I the 'li'i ir,· tries fa\c thc1r lives to tc:.id1 \\hik: al,,ay, concemr,lling on the Word of 
ljod 

'I he true 11 .mda11< 1n of the..: CCAP Nkhoma Synod is thl.! Word of Goll \\h1ch the 
1111,,1011.iric, "' nccntr:11ed un ,ind ga\c us tu the full", he ~aid. 

It ,,,1 .t •1ea1 cnwJr,1 •cni..:111 for the ptoplc uf :\'khoma SynnJ to hl!ar thc,c \\Ort.ls from 

lhc Re.:, lo of.111 S ~h,alc \\(111 t<, con,itkred one of the most p1nu and Jcd1ca1eJ ministers 
11 ~1\1111111,l S\!Hlll ('{'J\I'. 

\fr 111 1,. ll dtkr from \ht:r,t. I !is fa: 11c..:r \\as :1 'K:1pir,m" 1 forem; 11) 1111he mi,~innaries, 
, 1,,lh ,d11..11 the.:~ lra,t'llt.L tn1111 pl.1t'l' 111 place. 

I k I, 111,c.:J C,11d t,11 hung .ihle lo cck:br.ttc rhe cc.:·ntcnary. 

11 . •r-.l1l ,, 1!1 \\lla1 h.1d h..!cn :tid b) the l~t'\ Jo,olati ~h\:tle about :-cliu11ls. I le ~.1id the 

11 • r,t., Ii ,I ht'f llll ,ch Ji>I, bcl',tLt,e II had Ileen difficult for th ·m w pread1 the Word 
( 1nll: 1 uncd '-,lle,;J p ·opl.: \\ ICl hatl not L'1m\n t.o\, to rc.JJ or \\rile. 
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In ,kr I I. u!It •• lt: 1..L tl',,ll 1 1• ti i;: \\ nrd of (;oJ ti,,.\ ht:• r: 1 •r. ",tk 1: e B bk· 11110 

C htdll \,t. 11 ,\ rl,. \\, '-1,trt-.J. t t c m1 ,11,n I ta.,11 111 the o d • n 1,;, but htcou c 1I 

\\,1, noi \ •• the t,ttion, th pr1,;p,1ri.;d :i I l,1<.:e o'l :\lo .. l't K:,.,ll "•'.:r1. ·, \,,,, i.lt n .. :,, 

t llllp t 110' I l,c rw,,ion.1r e, tr.m,t. tc:.J the Brbk t1 th:,t ,,c anJ <'ur n 1111 1~ r .. 11 read 

tlk \\ orJ o' Ci.1J ·.11J t.. e ,t 1n pn:,1chinc ,1<. 11 i.. Jone toll.,. \' 1tlH1t.t t ,c , 1., • • 'I! 

:r. !1 l.1t1011 ol the B1t-i1c \\C ,,uuld not he ,1blc w re.id tt ,ll .111. S 1 \\C th.mk t1•._ , , 

.111J thcir \\ork of tr. I ._:.1tion for o ... r s:11\, tion to God. n,c) thc.l tl for the \\h >le llJ.tllln (1! 

\l,tl.,\\i. :\ot m:111) ol u, \\Ould rc.:~Cl\c .,,thutlf,n ,fit \,ere not for t~em. loda) ,,e read 
the\\ orc.l of Ciml 111 our m,n ,,.1.n~•u,1gc •. Mr Lli a1J. 

I Ji, ,pccch 1, in portant. hcc.tll',c it focu.,cd o, thi.; tr,in.-,l,1tion of the Word of Cod into 

C n1d1e\,a. dune nut onh for ~khoma S,nod, but for the ,,holt.. \hl..i,\tan nauon. 

·1 he He, Dama'ickc :\ligochi ,1ale111ho h;. rewed m111i,ter of :'\khom.1 S)noJ He \\,1, 

tramcd a a mini'itl.!r ,it :'\klwma 111col01•1c,il Collq,e fr 1m llJ4:! to 11144. I k sencJ a .... 1 

pastor at Konh'' c Cl, ,grcg .. 11on tor m·.r, , c.tr, and then • t C 11lan •a conbrcb:...t1on \\ here he 
retired m I ll80. 

In Im pecch he pr,.1.i,eJ lhe I ord for the 1111 ,1onaric, \\llO brought the Cio pd to \1ala\', 

dc,pitc m. '1) d lllcultk.,, I ht.;) :.1ckt:d rood comni..,n,c:.tion, good rood, anJ h.1d c,cn had 

trouble tra,ellinr from pl.ice to pl .. cc Somc11mcs the m1-.s,unaric!-. 1ra,e:ll•d in the;; 

~l.id1ir:." (hammoci-.) c,irr:ed h) men. I he l{e\ Malembo him,elf helped to carr) a 

\l,.1.chirn'. I le ,,orkt:d for .1 \t 1crin,11) '-Ur!,:con. earn 111g him from K. ,ungu 10 :'\khoma. 
\tai:ngumlc .ind mhcr pl:tceo;. 

<ipe.1king .1hou1 cJ.1c.11ron m scho 11 .. , the Re\ \1alc:mho sa'd that the pwplc in Kasungu 

J1d 1101 \\,llll to be educ:111.:.d m the ,chool. Thc) ran :t\\ ,1y from the teachers \\ ho \\ ere to 

hunt for them. \\ hen tht) !>l,trtcd ,chool ho,,e,cr, the) \,ere gi\Cll piece.: of ch,.1.lk o that 

1f the) chd not go to school. the) \\ould he c.1,tl) idcntificJ :md puni !1cd. 

I eac"cr" ,,ere dothl.!d in a,, hitc cloth ,, hich the) h·111g arc Jnd their neck, :.nd a red one 

girded ar<hmd their \\:ii-;h, In this wa). the) \\er1.. c:. 11) iJem'ti..d and admired b: people 

rnc) did not ,,car .1 til\ ,hin. Jacket and trouser,. I he tc .. ..:il.:n, :.! o \\orkcd ,cl) hard to 

bring the \\ ord of God to the childrcn m ,1..hot>I. c pc1.1Jl1) hy lc.1rnin.,: ScriptJr,tl texts h} 

he: n. 

S-.hool-fecs \\Cr1: not p.11d m mone), rut m maize, \,l11ch t11c tc,1d1en, u,cd for fond. 

I :c ,, 11: bu<; corct ntr, teJ 111:1111I) on thc teaching uf the \\ on.! of (ind. ·111c fir I da s \\ a 

11:c rc,1Ji11,; of th!! BolPdi' (hoard) lullm\cd b) '\lkcr;·• (b 01111)11• •\fter tl1a1 .:amc 

IJ \li..lmt:ri ,1 P.1,..\\ 11p. lll p !.'.'U. 
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h. ( I J I ' ( I rt ,1. J , 1d I 

ul npk·1i.:d rc.tll •. 1111\.: h,1 1k 11 ,1. 111. on1.: t: rcJ the I' 11,11\ Sc. ,,; 
•, r land ,1, I. II. ,J Ill \ cr1.:. 1111k b11 of I 1 ·lt,h \\,, tau h1 In t"o cl t\ • 11. 

1
1i.:r 

1
11 

h,1 p .. ..,J ,1J Ill. I. ... \\ 1, c. > 1dc•i.:J \1.,\ I •hi\ C..:Ul,c, 11.d, nd, 1 c lo dd 111..t \ ti 111 •,. 

11 11\ f S l ) \\ I 1. fl I lk h tU 

r ,h.; Re, \1..\ m1 
' 11 I'• 111 J llUI 11 

I I IC 1..:h I I 1-: Ntn I I l I • (. ' 
1 > IL d er, of the \tc 'J n 'l c.,une 

I ... dulJrcn 11111 II 1.1kc I re t 11" 1l1e f1rcpl.t-.1.: 
, ' r"' lwc:r \\J'i I... 11 1.: \1.d t,, •heir 11 t ... .., I rc •1rl, \\ere ,tl,o 1.1 i

0
h1 not !o 11.:,p th 1r 

moth re; in dr, ,, , '\\,tl1.·r for,, t:.' hn:\\lflf. J1 '[)(II , Sl..f\cs 10 C'llpha,1 C that "O b ... u 

\.is .tll ,,,e;<J . 1 • t i.: ( ( \I' CJ rn,ti .n, .. '•h 1, •h II look time for the , 1cmbcr, to c1 
,,,c,J lo tl11s h,le . 

0, 1.: I h.! pu1plc \\ re e ,p ,1,;d to .. hoc,! • •1d Jl.lrt1c.,l..ir I: IO the. \\ ord 11f ( ,oc.J. uthc r m, n 
\l' , , om crt J. ntcrcc.J !ht 1., ll: dt 011.:11 cl,t'-' ., ,111J \\c.:rc ftn, !l\ In ptizcd. 
lh·l~,\1 

,li,ll,ln 1,,11 

llll I 11 , 

cu11cn.1n. 

·11bo pr.11,1.·d th~ rd,t\ ... d ,11 ... 11,011 \\h1d1 \\c ,ire e,peric11cu1!', ,
1 
l,ich 1 \Cf) 

,he p.1 I. I 1 11.itl hr,,.i •ht :1h0Jt ,111 inaL·: sc in ,hurch memhcr,h1p anc.J 
I k ti ,111kc.d God for ,ill thi .ind th.it \\C \\ere 11cm Ldchrating th1: 

1111, ccnicnan \\,I'; m.11111) a rnmmcmor.11ion of \hat rhc I ord ha, done thro.1gh the 
mis ion.m(, of tht.: DI,( I I c p.1rt1c1p,nion of M.1l,m1.11s 111 the prop.1 ',ll,<>n of tlJc Gospel 
,, • , nor c.mph.1 i,cJ. Bu· the 11111c r f the 111iss1011Jnc, 1,; _'one. \\ e HO\\ h\ e in rhc time of 

the ind, •cno,, Chmt1.in,, 1 d th1:1r ,, 11111;1;,, 'J he 4uc,11011 1s, ,, hat \\Ill II he !:kc .it the nc,t 

1.:cntcn.11)' \\ 1a1 the />Lop t. >f '\khom ~)lh>c.J t.1:1.:n the f,111h! I ht.,c pc11c1rn•1n 'ljl.1..•~1;on, 
1,c.:1:d lo arnu,c 1. t ,ore c.Ji.:d1L .. •inn to the cau,c of the Clm,11.111 f: i111. At the ne,1 
lclllcnar~ the p. ~t of th prcs t ( l1url h \\ ill ht.: di'-c\1s, cJ \s lo 1 .1s tlw; ( 1un:h ,tdh •res 
tu rht: \\ ord ol GciJ \\h,~h the nw.,i.m.1r , prc,1chcd o fa11htull\ our 1.on1rihu11011 \\JI! h"' 
h,,toric,ill: 111 r.. cl .ind pr.11~.::J. 

I rori1 nm, o• ht- ( hurd1 mu,1 rt:cord :ill lhl 11 .. ppt.:nm ''-, hrmc,cr ~m.tll, ,o that future 
ll:ncrat,0,1 ,,,11 h,I\C r.:,,Jcnce of oJr :1 tl\1111.:, ,,1, ~h •re done in the n:1111c of the.: I orJ. 

lntcrc,ting ;., the p: rt pla)cd h\ m 11101) :rnd or: I tr. dition ,ti the c:ckhr,11io11, S1r.k111g arc 

the c.Jctarl, rcmc111h...r1.:c.J. 1.:spcc.i,11!) b) ,\l,d.m1ans. ro rccon1 the, or ii .,pcccl11:, '" most 
m1pon.1111 for hiswncal purpo~cs. 

l11ci, th~·olol,!1c,tl ,,due i, c,pcciall: ,1riJ...ing. I 11111: ,tnd ,t •• 111 th1; tc.1chinr of the Scripture, 
,1 tile \\ end of ,11d Ii\ th-. rn1,sion,1rk-, ..., rdcrrt•d 10. 

7 ll ll · C:llt'r, from the.: \torw.1 tnhe \\,1,. r tnd1c,1tio11 th.u rlie, \\Crc the 
pn,Ju~i ,, , 1'11 l•n,i c'i of the I h111c t 1111.1 :--1,'i.,1011 ,11 B,llll .. l\\t' \\h11.11 \\:t, the 
,l"l, ,111,t· 1 , . , Ir ,tl,t 111:'ant that lhc.•rl· , .• 1 fr1.:c intcr,t~·tion h1:1,,ccn the p oplc 
uf th1.: 'lortll r' 

1 

.1m1 thc t. tr,d p: rt f he ~amt' \ton ':t J1 ople \\Crc \\tt 1• \ ( 
\lur a •• mJ l ( I , k ,,: \h,• • 111 th1. c.irl) \c,in, u' mi~,ion \\Ork. 
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< 11\PII:R'J 

11 ISTORIC \L DO( 'l":\11. \ TS l{EJ \TJ:I> 'IO TIit: CC' \P 1 :'\ h.110:\ I \ S \ t\ OH) I~ T II E 

AR( ii i\ LS OF(' \PE TO\\:'\ A:\D ZO:\IB,\ 

I;\ monl'C'TJO :'\' 

It 1, notc.:d (in ch,1pt ·r hrcc.:) th. t one c,f th" r1;jor ": ·chnic •. il problems ot the 

h~h•no •r.1ph) of ~khoma '-\nod :s the I I. cement of its (1ocurncms ,11 d source in d1ltcrc111 
: rch:\ c, : nd loc·dnics. 

·1 he \1:11:l\\i : tional Archi\~ has a co11c;1d, r:ihle amount of h1-.toric.il docu111c111s dating 

from the early )Car of mission:,[)' ,,ork to the present. I lcmc\er, the do~umcnts ha\·e 
many omiss111ns. 

I he DRC J\rchhe-, in Cape rcmn, South Africa. nas b) t,1r the 1110 1 ii:,toncal J11c11111c11ts 
uf Nklwm:i S) nod co, cring the car lie• t period of mi s10n:iry en1crp11,c 10 the recent pa t. 

ll1is chapter attempt:. to identify the documents and source in both a1 chh cs, pointing out 
,,h1ch documents arc fou11J in one archive hut not m the othe r. 

It is hoped 1h,11 thi~ imentor) is thc beginning uf a guide for rcseard1 lOncerning Nkho111a 
$)nod. 

Tie m:dn :um rs 10 hnn • the orn•~sior: of hi torical docurrents 10 the oftid.il rit1c11tio11 of 
the l\\o related ch,1rd1c~ 111 \!alm\1 ,md South Africa. Should reprc entmive, nnt come 

togc:ther to Ji c.u,s their rc,pec.:tl\'C holding:. and help each other to amplify thei, 

colb:tion ? Today there ;.ire 1cchnrq11c to d11plica1c source,. One is hy making 

photol'opico; of :di the ,mport,1111 dol·umcnts; the other i, by 111in olilming them. In thi 

,, ,1), the d11cu111ePt, \\ hich ; re f.ir .1,, a). ,, ill be made av,tila!>lc lO historira! rc,eardwrs. 

I h..: DRC .'\rchh c, in C'.1pc rmu1 h.is duplicntions ol dol·uments I.cpl in :l1c ~cthcrlanJ , 
for ins( 11 ·c. 

I. T in " 1-I'I{ OF IIISTORI C \I. DO< l ':\11::\'T, TO :\1\1.A\\I ~ \TIO;\' \I , \IH Hl\'ES 

r!1c decision llf ;'\kho1•1a S) nod to loan its documc,w. to the t,, t,tlawi N;11iorml ,\rchh-es at 
Zm1 h, ,,a, 1.1Len b\ the S)nodk.il < ommittec in 1%5 and 1%7. 

I he rc!-.olution rc.,td'-' a~ 'oll<m ... : 

''( ,1) The S) 110d C 'let k ,, .iutlwrizccl to or g:1ni e and .1rr .. ngc all he duru rncnts in the 
archi\e, ( 1%"1-KS 379). 

(h} S)nocl a •rec, •dth thc rcquc,1 fr\llll the G,1,ernP1en1 that :ill thl' tl,1cumcnts ,,hid, 

,ire in the a1d1i, c-; at ;'\'khom,1 ,;hou!d be sent to 1/nmha for L'U!)tody. The.· 

JoL·umenl'i \\Ill rL·m.1111 the prnpcrt) of Nkhoma S)nod, and :tll who \\Otild like 10 
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rt.!ad lht.!111 .it Z.0111t1a should fin,t he granted permi.sion frn1:1 Nkho111a. 

Don111w111, will be \\Cll-JllCsL'rYcd :it Zomba ( 1%7-KS.794). 

(CJ .\lrhough all .1rd1hal docunwn·s h:l\'e been trarhfrrreJ to the Cimcrnmcnt at 

Zomba. the' Cio\ c111111l'nt \', ill scnJ an irwcntory of ~II the docurnc111' th:n they tnok 

to he 111 their Jl<P,,c,,ion to '-:khoma. lkrl.! at ;'ikhoma ,,e sho11ld also keep copies 

or minute, 111 lllL'C'ting, of~) np•l, l'rc,h:, teries. C,l.!ncr ,ii t\d111i11iqr,11io11 Commillec 
and 11ther Co1111111ttce, ( 1%7-KS.<J1 1)).',1 

From the ahme it can he seen that the l:ccping of dornments 1n the ...1rchi,es was a long-felt 
de,irc of the Church. 

l'l'rmi si,in tn ll\L· the don11t1l'nts ,,r Nk:10111a SynoJ is gi\'<.:11 by the f-.1oJera,11en but the 

GL"ncral Secretary 1Hite-., all k-:1crs rnncerning such requests to the Director of Ard1iv<:, 

a11J to the pcrs(ln.., wh" ·c,1uested permi&sion. In this way the proprkty of documents 

loaned to the C,mcrnmcnt is maintaincJ. 'l'his is also in :.H.:cnrJancc with the laws of 
:\lalawi on National J\rchives.2 

2. TR\. '\SI· FR OF HISTORH ',\L DOCU:\lE:\'TS TO THE DRC ARCHIVES 

The mi..,sion:.irie'.'. transfer rcu the 1\rchiv:il documcms trom Nkl10ma to the DRC An:h;\'(;'S 

1n Cape To,,11. South Afric:1, at their O\\n Jiscrction. They Jiu not consult the S1nou 

hecau.,c at that time thev were still in authority of the Church and the Jocu111i:11ts they took 

1\erc mmtl) rn11eerncd w11h mi<,sion \,nrk. I lcncc we find that most archi\'al documents of 

the missionary pcrirn.l are in Cape Town while most rcl:tteu to the period after 
inul'pcll(knce :ire in thl· ,\l:tla1d National r\rclJ i,-.:.,. 

But the gran ting of ~1ut<>nomy tn the indigenous people of ~kh1J11w S) nod h1 the DR 

<.:auseJ the missionaries tn nwke sure that the documents of their missionary e111crprisi;: 
,,ere a,·ailahle in South Africa. 

The documents ,,·ere probably transferred lrom !\'khoma, ~fala\\'i, to Cape Town in South 
Afrit.t bc11,c1.·11 1%2 anJ 1%5:' 

,\ftcr :tlll<>IH1111:, \\':t, gramed. a historical co11ncctiu11 between the DRC and Nkhoma Synod 

was maintaincJ. 1.:.ven tmlay current docunicnts concern hoth churd1cs. 

.., 

' ·' 

Zolamulira. 1/ .. 315. p 73. I ha\'(' done till' t.an~l:ttion from Chirlll'\\:t into f::ngli:-h. 
Laws uf :\1al:l\l i: .:-S:ation:d Ard1h·L':-: Cap 28:01. pp 1-14 . 
:-;o ~pecifk date is l!i\C~n :1hout th<: tran~fcr ns Jocumcnt~ c1111c in hits at J.dforem 
1:mt.!..,, w 

I " • I ., , 
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·'· \ ca ID E TO TIIE ARCIII\ AL .SOl'RCES l:\ CAPE TOW:\ .\'\I) ZO:\IB,\ 

u H c .,Hca1n:s c \1'1: row~ ',l ,\l.\\\'J ~ .\TIO'-\L \RCllln:s . Z0:\111\ 
\ 1.1.0(',\TION IITI ~- PERIOD \I.LOC \TION TITIJ'. l'EIHOU 

l' 1. 

., b 1 t'!!, 1T.£S c, FXEC", • .'t C u:,~rt 

,, 
t1I!f1JTFS CF EX!.C ,!VE C '•'=II ,, l ~, 6 • 13 M!t,;JTES CF l:XE'"UTI\T cow::![. 

,,.up!..tctt• e c ! l/l 

m:HJ -l "l!,UTES t'F ME.nr:,us 

I.XI l'lTl\'E COll l\CIL 
l J I• 2 i:xrc- Tl\'r. cc. NCIL 

(Pct11lod) 

8·1 i >,IJ 1, 1 tit C. C 1'1 lL l 8 OCT 2, Hl~9 f'.AY 20 
',,pad/, 

!6~8-1960 Tr~ m•nut.ra ot -.lia £xecur •Ve Council 

from M,1y 21, 1029 to Detemh,r 1962 ea 

noL d-VA1l11hlf't tn tho M,1lawi Nut.1c.n11l 

l'RESB\TERIES 

Arcl,1vos, 'oMha Except for the m1nut&s 

c[ 1898·18~9 which at~ In English, lha 

re-st. artt 111 0utc.h/Aft'ikadt1B. 

Ll 1• st.orn;s ,1nd blant.yre Pre1,tytt-r1es' r.'llmJta l,•:HS 3/Z LIVIf,'GS,CllIA NID BI.A/17\'RE. fRf5!1VTER!ES 

1,1;11S 3/2, 1 LIVlliGSTCSIA A!ID llLANT\'RF. .. O to 1~1.6 .. 1rP: riot .. c1va1Li.1hlr ln th~ Dk C A1-ct11vea 

PRESBYTERIES 1810 AUG 3 1'•45 

Dl\'l RSE I\IINUTES 
• 6 " o:vri.~E f1!liUTE!: I ~c 1 19GB Ir ! MINUTES or MEE;l!;c; I ~ACING CCAt-1I H<:ES 

PLA::rnG COH·l!TTEE c.ouu::1L C"Olf~!SSIONJ 

A!:0 COUNCIL OF C'CNr:Rtr.AT: ;;;; n:1:rrna:; 
CCUl/Clt.·CO!'.MIS;;JC!lS Al,!J C'OUN~IL OF CCN;:;Rr:GATIONS 

MEETJtiGS FROM HOJ l □ofl AAE NOT AVAILABLE IN TIIE 

Tl!E: MIILAWI liATll'NAL IIRCIIIVF.S 

liKII:': 3/3 MlSCELt.Al:EOt,;S M!/l!IT!'.S 

m:nz 3/3/1 MISCl:L!.AliEQJS MiliUTES 

1910 111\Y 2A·1J'; JUL 28 

m:u: )/3/2 f!ISCH.LA!IEOUS MrNUTES 

1918 MA\' 2·196• APR 10 

CIII Rl II C"OlJ T iL :.111\UTES 
ii & C1 11rcli Counr.," m1t·1Lr ~ ,HP I Qt.,. 41VCI ... 1t fa 

~ 1 L~e 0 RC Archives 
'IKIIS l/4 CHURCH COUNCIL 

m:ns 3/4'1 CHURCH CO;JNCII 1&12 1 32 NOV, 

' 1~ t>/ l 

NKH::l J •12 CHURCll COUNCIi. 1013 MAY 2•1922 MAY lJ 

(Kongwe) 

,\l'l'ENIH~, TO l\llNlJTF:S 
APFE'WIX !t' MiliiJTt:S, AGElff AS, 

CUIM£!iT/,klf.S, f'O!NTS !.>R 

OI'CUSS!ON I 04•1969 

d1ai ,-. are not ava1 lttble in the M.1law1 t:at. t ona 1 

Arch1ve~ H1Llnr~ d\&c,1&SHd l1y thtt m1sa1un 

corrat.tl.'~ DH:C (C , .. ,ft S)'llad> wer11 c11•1crunud with 

m11s1on wor~ o! :..hs DR C 1n Mal,1w1 

\11:", UTI .S 1iF t-11:ETISC;s 

:a.11s J ~ liiJIOP.A 1-!!St;tC 'I COUNCIL 

Nl:H~ J '•I l lil:IIJl:A Mf~!lICN COUNCIL 1919 JVII 12 

1946 SF.P 20 

(;1"1\1:R \I, \IIS'ilO'\ C01\l\ll'rn: r-: 
l' L 1 6 CO:T·l!:N1'l:; OF G tltRAL r.::. ;,IO/• ' --~•II, 

"'N CO:JN.: rt R£SCLUT!C::s 190:• • 9 

' 
, 

. ·' . . , 
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I UH' R \I ED hO\IW OF \IISSIO~S 
. ' ! EDER;: D ~ ARD F "I .I 'I.' , 

I .l • 1 f•;,.;:..1 Hl 

r.; ... ru:..e )f tL• t :1ault.at1\.-e t. nrd J~ 1958 
e • 1va1l le ir, rh ') },: <.. Arduve.s 

1 ·2' " Jl ~:-• nor a"a:..!atl~ 1n th ... !-!.ll,. 

tt"ch1 \"'~S. 

~1.11:; 1 11 C NS 1LTATl\'E E lAA!l CF r.rtMr 

510(18 

'- t.1cn1t1. 

-~10·:s 
~~.HS ~ 1, ! . ~;sutTAT!\'E EOA!-.D c:r fEDl: ,, , ,-• 

lllSS!C!IZ 8 AUG If, l ~, 
1,tJ13 J/6 C:•. '"CH Ll:ADF.RS 

/,'J-:HS 3 '6/1 cm,'RC:!l LF.ADE;R.:; 1920 CEC 

SY"\ODIC \L CO~Ii\llITEE C C A P 
11!:HS 1/7 SYIIOD!CAL CtM1!TTEE. 

1;KHS J/7 /l , YIWDICAL c;:x,r1rTTEE 

P •. ~ AUr. 31-rn:, ~ JAN 24 

m:u~ 3, l 2 SYNODICAL CO!·t:It.Ec: LI\ IliGSTOll!A SYNOD 

1~2b OCT ll 19~8 AUG 30 

This. ft,ts lho !:~ynod1c.1l C001!11t.tPP r,! the CC A P 

Syno:::I 1n tt-e OR C Archives sea alloc r\ tt.on 
S5/l5,6'1/12 helm• 

NKHS .l/8 Z I M, N M t S A r; M MIS5tCl?.ARIES H.,.. .. 0 AT 

~~~Tc.ID! BLANTYRE 

Nl:HS 3/6/1 Z I M, N M • S A G f--: MIS:iIO:IARlES HELD AT 

' ~USlOI BLAf;TYf.J; 19a3 MAY 6-193 4 SEP 27 

NKHS J1~ CHURCH UNION· 

/IKH:i 3/8, I CHuRCH UN:ON: Hi36-19J9 AUG 13 

:;KHs 3/10 ADVlSORY C)(-t<IHE 011 AfRICA/1 E:lUCATION 

m:us 3/10/l ADVISCF.Y ca1-11r-:E OS AfRICAII EDUCATION: 

1937 FEB 17-1952 OCT 29 

!11,IIS 3/12 llYASAl.A:ID CHRISTIAN COUNCH, (COPIES) 

l;)J!S 3/12/1 fiYASALA/ID Cl1RIS71AN COUNCIL 

10,6 JUN 13 1960 FEB 

NKHS 311212 IIYA~ALA!tD CHRISTIA!I COUNC[L. 

1957. MAY 13 lll54 1/0V ', 

rlKH3 3/ 13 Nl'AZALANO ~:Jfi!HEFJI Fl,OV!NCE ASf.OC IATIOtl 

(COPIES) 

lil:Jl:i J/13/1 NYASAl,A!ID NJRT!l!JUI IROVINCE /o .. ,:;OC:IATIOI• : 

1n4q ~.AR 2~ 1951 DEC 3 

•;•.IIS J/14 DINYJNO JUBILEE 

, 0 IF.S) 

N>JtS 3/1, • Dl/ll'IJND JIIBIL :. 

l 5 ll JMf. CHURCH ~:,, 

C:"1 ~:EDICAL W'JR!( 

!AN 18-JUII l~ 

ADVISORY Cett1ITTEES 

m:lls J/15 1 HOME, CHURCH ~NION t All'IISORY COl-t-: ITTEES 

,.,., ~:EDICAL WOR!. 1951 NOi! 1 4-:960 DEC 

:; I:tts 1 !6 HOME CCM11TTE Of D R C Afl [J f(l-lE n;.; 

EUROFENIS Of' ·H~ THREE rRESBYT.ERri:s or CCAP 

Nl:.IIS 16 l !iDt!L CC: t-: !TTEE OF D R C A:;D SUM£ FEW 

Ei/ROFEAJ;S or TIIE Tl!REE PF.Ec;B\'TERIES OF 

CCAP 1951 MR 12-NOV l 4 

c:; M£OICAl. WOF.I:, 19~1 1:ov 14•1960 DEC 

!;•:f!s 3 17 •;',ASA:,J,/;o AGR!Ct;:.TURAL COt1PANi' LTD 

NI.HS 3 l',1 NYP.~Al.NiD A;!(!Cl!L!:OilAI CC:!PA.~Y LTD 

19!6 Jl:11 13 

W,J.. 1"' ::! !;'IJ..:.JJ.AS'J A iRlCUi..Tl'AAL Cot!P~.\!-i¥ Lit1 

l 58 JU! l7 

~ . . 

' - ' 
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l , ' 'I I ' l i CX"T I 

,1-:110\t \ S\""\{)I) ci:,FR \I. \l)\ll,1Srn ,110, ("()\l:\tl'l'n 1-: 
f~L t.•.,, RAT. l -:-'ITTEE (CiAC) 

1 C2 1971 

,, ' 

• F!F. T /.1,D '•D ~ l !I OF THI.: 1"°£T:1,G 

F T ~ C: ....AL AllMI';t 7P IOii (GAC' 'lF 

,:i:w.s 
19 l Fil>.rT Al,D 

•-£TIMl OF 

• !i:l E .. SIOSNS OF 'l'KE 

: EMlW. AllllWISTRATION 

GACl C.,F 1/KH:::t:A 11,00 1063 Al'R 1 l'.AY 24 

', :BS 3/2 THIF.D SESSION F T r: GAC OF 1/KH0MA SYNOD 

l,,JIS 3 20/1 THIR!l SEtSI !i OF lits GAC CF r;Kff(X-:A SY!,OD 

l 4 APR 10 196~ APR 27 

N ,., 3/21 IRD AliD FIFTH txECUTl\'E GAC .,K!l!:t:A SYNOD 

!;J;J!S 21/1 THIRD Al•D rITTH EXECUTIVE GAC li!Jl::t'.A 

SYl,OD lS64 APR 10•196~ AIH 27 

1,1.KS 3 22 SIXTH SESSIO!I OF GAC 1,10!:::tv, sy:;OD 

M ~ :, 2./1 .. IXTH St.S~IO!I OF GAC ~1JlOMA SYNOD 

19 I APR 24 1066 APR 21 

!i1Jl 3 2 FOURTH <SPECIAL> ~XETil,G OF GAC OF NlJ!a-1.\ 

SY!,00 

lolJ!S J ~ f'" Tl! I PECIAI.l m:ttll,G OF GAC OF 

NIJ!Cl'.A SY!iOD 19€4 MAY 30 

CC\ I' .'.'if.:11()\1,\ S\":'\OD 
!'1JIS :, 24 £IG!ITti S~SIO!I OF liiJ!Cl'.A ',Y!IOD 

In". J/24/l EIGHTH SESSION OF tJ!OMA SYNOD 

1 6 AUG 26•SEP 2 

'111 UT£., SYl,00 J' ::l 11: DICAL 

CClf':ITTtt c6 8 

111' U7ES 'NDIGEJ; ' u ,IIAGt: 

r:VUZ£> 7 70 

!'-II• TEJ f!:RS ~ t. ( TAFF) 

C<M·'ITT£E 

"HURCII OF CEIITF.At. A !~A 

24 IIP2 

WOO AIID DIVERS£ 

,1-: 110,1 \:.\'\()I) 
l,IJl:::t'.A SYNOD 

•·mun 11-lll f.', "'" !. 

., !,OD t-'INUTES 1 0 I Ill 

KS v,;c,r.1 AL mnri: I C l 0 

'; GAC 19/1 

GAC 72 l 0 

'£ EXECl.Tl',T L'.X:'ITTt: 01\T £ 

71-l I 

0 
~ t1 T EE, 

RI \I \llK" I h.: 1mu1111r) 111 11•.: I) I' < ,\rrhth'S 11..0,ll~ all lhl .11sll1r1c,tl .locumcnh 11f the 111i11111cs ,11 
111 .tin•~ hd,I Ii, rq hn1•1,1 ~\nt•d ,,r ~1>1111 !\Uwm,1 :-.,1mJ Imm the ini1ial ~c.ir~ 1,f the I) R ( •'.\I lo 19, 0, J\!11,1 

" .. ; \ ' . .,. . ii.. ,.. '"/ 
··#4 • . ' •• .. ' . ' , .. '-... ' • . • '. .:. .. . . ; ~. . ~ " . . ""1 - ~" .. ' \ . ' ., .. ' . . .... ' --._-r-, . 

't' ..,, • ' . • 

' 
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,1 .. rnmcnl~ rq;.1rJi,1g lhc h1,1ur) nf ;\kh,,111,1 ',\riuJ ,i, l.,r .r~ n1inu1,s ,ire· ron,-crncd .,,c hc\u,cd in 1hc lJ RC 
\1dll\c',. 

I Ii. n11nu1,:~ uf :\J..h,,111,1 S,rll d r, tk,1ctl in lh<' 1111u1111r: ,if th~ .\1,.1.i"r :-.:,111on,1I Arct111c, in /\l ,,l,1\\i u1J, ,1i1h 
I h yo.:Jr l' lc>i,. 

I h~ .\ l.il,111i :\;r[ional ,\rdri·.-,, do .. s n111 h,l\l ;ill the minulls from 1hc c.,rly )C.ir, tif 1hc D RC n1i,,iur..1ry 
,'11 rpri,c 

l' •h the; [) R C ,\rchi1c, anJ th-: \1,1l,mi ;-,.:.,1i.,n,1I ,\rchiq,:, .rn .. '" update 1hc ~J..hum,1 S)n11J ,tr,h1\al 
d11u1111ul!, 1111hc )C,rr I IS'>. ,\~cm.Jin~ to :--:uu,m,, S~nnd Znl.111111lir.i l.. ~12n ;rnd Z. 32ll(b. ll(r.J)(f.2)(g.7)(h) 
ii 1, r ulcd 1h,11 a u>pv pf Ilic rnin ul<.:~ of Chr\ nlldinl! hcltl ~h.dl hi.: ,,nl to thl• l\!,rl,1111 :\'.itiur ,al Arrhi\(:., ,111J 
lh~ () R ( \ 11<,,iun !-;~crll ,ry. I bis rull' Ii.a, l;c, 11111 fort'~ sin,,• 1'11,t t,1 tin: prnrnt 1 

D RC \RC IIIH SC \l'l-; TO\\N 

i l CORIU.Sl'O"i l>F:'\n: 
~ I'• € 2 - AU!t~ i BLliNA,T -~ l~ ~ 2 fLOK B'YS 

J 1~ !, ,J CAASTEN5 
..is, '"" 2 - . r;; 

B/b lt5 E 

l" 6/..,. "° F 

15 6 l,7 G 

-·tl~/6/2,6 H 

VILLlEF.~ 

t:E !.OCK 

!.,J TO!T 

C< >RRES I'< l"il>E:\ CC 

,I\T \L\WI N \TIO:\Al. \RCIII\ ES 

\ IISS 10:\'ARI L:S 

~~.HS l CORl~ESPO\l>f '\;(;E 

.! 1/lC on C J L rle Jor-g Papera 

J' 1' 16/2 ;J HOFMF.YR, RE\' A L r-,uP!.Rlt,TWDE~Tl 

S5t.'lt> UiO • HUGO, G f' (SUPlRU.Tf.J;UENT) 

'/!~ 6/2/ll • I·J 

S' I ~/6/2 12 K ~~,,., fY1 :HAJ L 

I' 6/2/11(8) L 

-. 15/6/Nl"!Al . 11 

1 ~, /; 2 '4(8) •l 

l ~ c ./l,{A) ~• tiRAY I EX Ct, T .;H M'JRRAY l . !· 15(8) ~ AAAY !Fv.CE:11' wH ll::RP.AY / 
-~ L :t ~• !=.RAY aR w H il3J~ 1918 
15 17 CA ?:· 1 AY DR W H 191Q Jq!:; 

15 b, 1'dll M'llv-:AY l)R 1-: H 19Jl·l9,B 

l7Cri • '·11.IRMY 1-:RS W 'i 1~, 1949 

I\ 7. 16 ., P rr:•.~EPT PRF.TORIUS) 

., 1•1 2 19 PR!:TCFIUS 

. ~ l!, 6 1 '"' iC<A) - R 

' ;5 €.'21. O(B) • R 

w~ l' o 2 •• F-ETlEf 

1• ,. 22CAl S (~'O,,•.ER~ !:ALE All!, fF"!~i..l:. 

' (I-: RU, ·!·!A!. ... i\~, ~ f Vvll.E / 
..... rt.) .. !FV!~!i!~ f.f:1; J J ' 1~,_5 

6 t. 2 ~) STEa:..,~i~. F-EV 
.. I 4 (A) ~TEGl-v.t,N '.LV J J 

., • • c 2• E) f![ 'ti\:,~: iu;v J J 
5 l!, 2~ T·U 

~6 • \'AN D •. R l!EF; ,·\ ~; r£R ~•, • , 

"' 1' t 

CA) • \'.•~ 

J' • n 1. 320 

L~tt.eri writ t.rfl oy t.\.-ee~ ~.ir1y misstond.r.e, of the 

DR Ct• at~ not avJ~lnt1l~ ~n t.he M1lawi ~a tonal 
Archtv s 

• 8 ~ov rft c1~~ reraonal J• trs ~t 

r'lrre t :~dffnce !-...ci 1'1:!'T to 193~ 

. . 
. ' , .. - _,. ... .·--- . -

' . "" , , ' . . 
• • ~ 4 . . - . 

l 
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135 

111: "£C 29 

5 I. ., 21 1941 t.E:: 30 

UA:: • • ••JV 16 

1q•z APR 29 • 1962 JUN 4 

l • EC 30 1953 JUL 18 

l! I.A.~ :.EASE 1 ~4 FEB 13 DEC l6 

1 .. A • IC 1 rru A/,D f'>RErTRY 

1944 APR 8 1951 DEC 19 

9 ll AGRI~ LT R.E DEPT 1347 JA.~ 2 • 19~3 ~.AR 1.3 

14 fORt r.,y DEPT 1929 SEP 23 1953 l,OV 23 

I 9 l' FROV!r,C:AL cor:•1ss1oi;;:R (CENTRE) 

19•6 APR 8 - 1951 O.EC 19 

16 \'l:,~IAL -.Cl:-II" !O'IER (CENTRE) 

1952 fEB 7 - 1054 AUG 31 

Q 17 TR>J; FC'RT tEP7 !927 JAN 19~5 Jw:; 28 

18 \,;AT.ER DEPT lJ• 7 MAR 17 195• JUL 5 

"f'!GV.TION 1 4 7 J N 17 1954 O.EC l 

PO;: rs • TtL.ECCX·!,.; DEPT 

1947 OCT 23 - 19~• tEC 31 

, ~ 21 CHIEF ~fCRi:TARY 1~47 DEC 4 - 19•~ JAIi 4 

l2 CHIEF ECR.ETARY 195,. FEB 16 - 1954 JAN ll 

I ij ..J ~• 'lirAL TRA?ldl,; >.,'lD FA IL;t!ES 

1946 JUN 7 - 1954 APR 1 

9 ~~ HEALTH DI":" 1952 JAN 25 • 1954 D.EC 29 

8 L6 POLIO: DEPT 1 46 JAIi 22 - 1954 D.EC 30 

11 1.1 P W D 1948 FEB 24 Ul:.O 11:JV 10 

l 9 26 P W D lG~Z JAJI 29 - SEP 29 

Q 29 REOfoTRAR GOl!:RAL 1048 J 'l 22· 19~4 OCT 14 

30 SOLICITORS 195~ C,CI 20 - 1952 APk 29 

Jl IN.FECTOR or FACTORIES. 

1951 ~.AY 5 1953 SEP 22 

32 •IIGRATED LA!lO , lQ~l NOV 28 - 1952 APR 21 

3 CDmv.t. PRJ\'IIICE l.ABOt.'R ADVISORY 80ARD: 

1945 0:T 24 1952 JAN 8 

34 •:v..SALAND LAB®R Cl:APLA!II Ill S RBODESIA: 

1953-1958 

J' D,~TRICT ::cu•IISSIO~ER LILO',:;wE 

1 52 1A!I J • lll'7 N:V l• 
~ (j II A S 195L DEC 15 195• J~N 22 
g 37 N A 19'6 ~ ..... y 22 • l 60 1-'.~Y JO 

I' I ~I ~HK~· I he ,1h1l\c ducunh:111~ rL ),nholic of lhc rdJIIC nship 1h,11 cx1:.1cJ hc1,,ccn !he m1ssi<1nur·cs and 
thc (, lhrnmrnt fr,1m 1hc l,trl) \L.ir, I he) ,h.1r.:J comrn1)/1 1,,,ks rn medial \\Or~. Jgriculturc, forcslr), 
1
.1b,,ur, r. d \\,,rks .111d .1dm111i,lrJ11,,n A h1Mun.m \HIIIIH! on 1hc rclJliunst-11 t, 'l\\ctn the Church ,rnd the 
IJl, ,,111 1.11Joub1cdl) rd.r lo thL,c ln\Jlu,1hk Jo,um..nl f'hc l.mgu 1gc used in 1hc wrrc pondencc \\,IS 

I r •h h I 1,me,u, one i, hkd) IP fi11J .1 f..,\\ l.111:rs m cu her l 'h1rh,·11,1 nr AlnkJ.m.s, d.pcnd111g on the rcr,on 
Jdrc,scd 
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REJ\IARKS: In lh b.i\- l hl.:d arch1\.1I documents, one :ipprLci:i1cs the fact thal the Edu JIJ n ,1f mJi1•,n, .i, 
pcopl.: \lias a matter of grl,Jl concern for lhc rn1!...-.1onanc~ right from the hq;mning 111 th1\ rc.-.pcd, lhc 
IJngu.irr.: U\,d in pl nmng ,,as main!) Ou1ch/Afrib n,. G,nng lhrough the file~. om;: find th.it a frv. l.:11.:r 
v.crc •Hi11 .. n m 1-ndi.-.h or Chichcv.a. cspcc1all} from the 1ime \lih1:n edu .a1ion \li,.s l,l, sJin,11nl ,,i1h 11.. 
fiuhrnmcnl .md v.hcn lhc indigenous people beg.an 10 p.irti..ip;ite m th~ pr,,1m1mmc !heir l.11 r ... I, 1hc 
rni~sl(ln ollicc re an Chichc\li,1 

\ Ii 1 •r .. JI IUd) of 1h. c,,rr.•p<'nd.:nc, l:n mJlll.r.-. <1f Educ.ilaon v.,11 he.Ip 10 unJ.r l,,nd 1h. I ht! ph) of 
LJu, lJ n ., JI ,,.s ini!IJtcJ h~ th. D,11._h R fr rm.d C har,h J\lt si nan M l,m-i 

DI\ I R~L \I \ITt:RS 

r -
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Wl 

~ ' . " ... 
I rl •• 

1 • • f ,1 ... 

t•ra ! . t e F r 

! W1 Na, l 

1'151 ~::c l2 

~4 P 13 

1 DEC 16 

IH \I \Rl'i.S I I ,orr p,,nJ nc 111 1111 I ''lJ ll\ 11f the C (_ AP rn St1u1h rn Rhodc\i,1 (lllm 71111h,1lmc) fell 
1 n I r lh ,Jn•rnr Ir,,, 11 11f "''-' ,,m <;1,wd frnm 1•11.:? \ 111 I Jr\ Pre b)1Cr) \IJ pre h}1try of I\UrumJ 
,, , J ( ( A P fr, .n l'l'it, r 1; mrm, Pr h1 A1 • 1'15•, p l~l 1111il II hcc. rnc ~Jli bur\ S1npJ in 1%5 (no" 
11 ,r r.. \vnod C (. A I') fir .n1 1 lriK uf \frrc.,n r lor, l1C1" 1cr c,1rr .. ,pomkncc on Afric., 
I \I ,i n11.1,) p s1<1r\ ,~ 11 I f0111 • on ., orr 111,111\ 1 'rl~d h1 lhL 111,, \)n<1ds th,11 M,,I 1111Jn p ,1ors ~lr.ing 1hc 

I rn .lrm' ln1 rnHini• \111 "' 11, h,,11' , rll ,I fr11111 '-~lwm., ',1110J ,rnd 11tc 1cr~J ~rncc I IJrarc 5mod 
(. \ I' hu in, .,n rnd p,:id1..'ll 11 1J r I I' •\ corr 'l,111 J ncl on mr ~ ,,n.1rL\ 1< lhcu 01111 r<. ponsrb,li1y 

11 h ,rl l• 11 J I ,111 "''h "-khomJ 'i\rrml 

'il l'l'OHI 
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• I ·w 

A..., RI A!t . [ 1 • 
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l R' . NOV l& 
-:,1 ·n • CX:T ~ 191 EP ~s 

• I AN ~J Z? 110\' , 

H'.TUl • .Zl IA.'1 I Z2 NOV 2l 

l •~ "EP 1 •5 DEC 7 
•HAR• 19€0 DEC 28 

II ra: I 'I r t•I Trft r k!TAAY 

P "-'I l Ill 6 t'EC :e 
'AN EC' 11 
AN l C io 

'A!' 0 1940 OEC 
41 All " ft,;; ~[C 

. . A.'/ ~l ll \ 7 
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8 ',\II 1 I JII AUG 11 

10'0 JAN 4 111!>4 DEC )I 

I ~~ JAIi ,0 I 
H 18 

~O Al'R 10 
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14 0 

r,,:11· 
I ,2 FEB l • 1953 t.O\' 26 

l' NYA"ALM,U • S R 00:?S!A 

1 •~ JAN 3 Gt OCI 13 

!,Kl'- I J MALEl".3Ci I ,o JUI. 76 • 1 1 l'.AY 30 

'••JI. 

lfl.H" l J 

~,,ns or \TIC •:s · ~5 'All 11 : 3~6 ocr is 
~ !N A',D O TS,~£ llA:.Aw! 

1064 ~re 16 5 DEC 20 

1111.11 ORRf rorm :1 "El 

ti\H." l • ~RESBYT 'RlfS 

~1:," ' 4 P!.Ali!YR£ -t LlVJr;.;sTONIA 

' 12 C>:T 12 • 1940 MAY 31 

Nl,HS 1/4/2. U\ltlr.wTC'',IA !9J~ DEC 18 1051 J/\11 75 

m:11 It• ll!!>SlOll A/,U C'ltt11TTU: 

l;fJl3 1 / • 4 llLA!iTYRE 

•.;KH~ l/'-/!> C0t·t-1IT1EE 

ram.; 11•/b Nl:.f t!A 

111'1!S 1 •11 '1,ION f 

lH,l!S l 4/~ t'lSSIOH 

!£131! DEC 18 

1-•6 t!AY 3 
l {;,,lj t!AY 6 

U•8 JUL ,l 

l~•b JUL 2 

I 4~ MAR 10 

19~1 'All .ZS 

l 50 JvL 14 

::C 16 
11!53 rx-·, 17 

11153 AP!( 14 

I SJ IIAY JG 
lif:JIS I, 4/13 m:Hu!".A PRESBYTERY tCM·HTTJ::J:: 

[IIKHS 1 cci; U'.Zl'uNDEIICt) 

m:l!J ! / ~ c.~JRCH 

111.HS 1/~/l ELDF--RS 

m:w, 11• 12 0Frt•1:r.s 
m;.ttS 1/5/3 UNION 

,,,:l!S I 5/4 FWAIIC£ 

m:m; 1/5/'> ACTIVITUS 

t;);HS 1 5 u ACT!\ITIES 

I 52 FEB 22 • J • 

182~ t!AR 4 194!> SEP 2! 

l ,~G OCT 10 • 1956 APR 14 

IP!l JUN 18 1930 DEC 15 

1935 O.~T 16 • DEC 12 

1963 APR 27 · 1964 DEC 11 

111:HS l/V7 lSSUE;; 1935 NOV 20 • 11153 J~N 12 

NKHS !/!,/8 COUN.:IL CO!t1!TT£F. 19<,6 AUG !8 1954 NOV 15 

••K. 1 ~/9 COiJNCll. C ltt1lTT£E 1961 JAN ~l 186:! NOV 28 

m:ns : ~/!0 COMrLAit/TS 194B APR 22 1961 JUL ;,5 

•:1a1S I 5'11 MINISTERS 1952 .:AN 14 1953 IJf.C 31 

N!,IIS 1,~ 1:: MWJST;;RS lll~, JAll :, - 1956 nEC 4 

I/Kil: I V 1 ~ l'Il1ISTERS 19'17 JAN • 1!158 DEC 31 

NI~~., 1 5/14 VAAIOUS CC/·t11TT£Ec. ':,5 JAN 7·1958 JUN 29 

mm· l/5 1~ PROB~!::·13 1356 OCT 2 • 1961 JUll !, 

1 6 AFRICAN !NATIVE) IW\RIAGES 

1 & 1 AFRICAN MARRIAGES 18~0 Df.C 2, 19J6 JUL 16 

l,1>,; AFRICAN l".ARRIACES; lll45 NOV 6 1953 DEC 21 

I, 6 J AFRICAN MARRll\GES 1054 JUL 13 • IS6~ NOV 30 

I U, RITES 1948 OEC 30 105.1. NOV 20 

I J STA 

!/7/l 

;t,ERY. STORE!: AllD l'QUilfilllT 

19£b DEC 11 

t-iJt nl C' \.l" thl" rev fr1LC!r1ua P"rsornl J ap~,~ 

! cor .. "sl ird, nc• 
..,i e ab Vl' en ttl]•l n loucv wJ t.h the Govern.iient 

\·t en C .. • J.., ' •h i'dt,.,r, o! 

rri, ond~: '" 

. ' 
' . '. .. . .. ' . . ' ' . 
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11 Ezro•na:ct1 

12 TH£0LOOY 

12 " OCL API !. •c11rr •;., .?9 11153 IIJV 17 
12/!: la:!! :,, AFPLICAT! 2 MAY 1 l 1,9 
12 , "T or~rr J' ftB 1J • h•~ AiJC 16 
1 4 ~1 JO.. uENE'RAL 1 ,, , EP 2~ 5 J II za 
1.U~ TI\All,ING 19~2 '!AR I ' 8 1£C 31 
1~ f TRAill!l,G • 5 AtR l 2 NOV 26 

I~ C ~ 

13/1 

1/13 2 

TATI\'£ f D er FE ::RATED M! 11S 

)4 i:,,y 3 51 JAN 17 

J7 o:-r 7 •3 ~ov 12 

1 14 IRISTIAN L •T£RATURE 

I, 14/1 Uri I TED SOCIETY J7 JUN 1 

I 14/2 IIYASA..A:,D U/IITED SOClf.TY 

194:, SEP 22 • 1950 MAY 9 
1/14/J PUBLI~. Il,u AIID D,STRlBUTION 

IQ~i, JUL .?6 • 1962 AJG 22 

l 1.,_ .... e aLove, en correspandenct• w1tt-i mi&a1onersea 
(Pcr,.~nnel), l1 NA 

l 16 l,YASAI.A:i:l Cl!RIZTIA.'1 COUNCIL 

1/16/1 1942 11.\Y 15 • 1945 A~G 14 

l/lflZ 1946 MAR 25 19•~ JAN 7 

1/16/3 l 51 OCT IS· 1957 /1\JV 
1/16/4 1,~a JAfl r, • 19o2 cx:r 11 

C lv!.ES!'OSOtllCE 

17 MISSIO!IS 

ll/1 COUNCIL 

17 ;. '"ECRETARY 

17 F RSONNEL 

I' 4 F R.'1ER FER!;OllllEL 

11 Tr.EA. l/RrR 
'117/6 LABOURERS 

1/17/7 STAFF 

I 1718 STAFF 

17 g FERSOI/NEL 

l 7 10 TREASURER 

17/11 BUILDl~ii S:HE.'!E 

17/IZ OEPARTl:ENTS 
17 /13 FUISONIIEL 
11/14 !'ROBLE::.; 

1939 AUG 16 • 1 ~4 NOV 30 

I 1,g JA!i 1947 JAR 4 

1 48 DEC 16 • ~U50 DEC 28 

5.? 'UL ll 1054 NOV 4 

19~4 APR .?0 IQ6C. IV.Y 8 

1il54 OCT 20 1954 MAR 24 

I )4 JAN ~ 1064 DEC 30 

l 5• JM; 10 • 1961 JMI 7 

1954 JAIi 13 1956 LEC 2, 

19~4 JA/, l5 • 180• OCT 2 

1 5~ JAJI 17 1962 SEP 19 

10~~ JAN 19 • 19~2 NOV 3 

19,7 JAN 7 1801 FEB 18 

19~8 l,OV 21 1063 JAJI II 
11 I~ f£RSOIINEL Z OCT 2~ 19·3 DEC 0 

l' 15 FOli..'!ER STAJ-F •t 'l..ER:) 10~4 t:AA IC 1 &O ,EB ~ 

18 A SCX"IATIOllS 

l ~·1s .. ro:i •-"r.t:£11 h':Jkl:ERS 184~ JAJ; 20 1 50 DEC 28 

18 2 WOMEN 1948 JUN 8 1953 11::JII 21 

1 l'l~ Itri l-l:ll'J'.11 W JU;£R3 10•8 JAJ, 8 ·1951 SEI •1 

• ••! SICll FER :l'lrL AJ;D WOMEN 

1ss1 rr- i- - 58 JAN :: 
1 , HA A~~•~ I, R'rttr1t•1 l'RO\'It,CE 

8 1: 2 ~ AFR 10 
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' 18 f f,Y/\ ,._. JJ,D CWTF.Al l"O'Jl!,.;F. 

i957 JAN l• - lJbO 'UN 10 

l .9 ~~~ above on cJrtu-ponl~n e ratldtn ng to 
11ntH1Cf'I 

N•J13 CORi'.EMPOII0E!ICE 

1 1~0 C"HAP!.Alll' S DEPT 

~0/1 

l ll TI'1BER 

:/21/l 

1/ ,.2 KTHENGA MAGAZINE: 

J / .!2/1 

942 NOV 26 ,1 rEP 19 

1945 Sl::P • 19'>1 NOV 6 

1950 FEB 1 

1 /23 ee abova on corro&pc.t.denc t1 p"rt.n 101 ng to 
P.r1nt..111B Depuw11:nt 

112, SYIIOOS. 
1 24/1 CCX11ITTEF. 

l/?4/2 NKHOMA 

1/ l-. 13 l,KHOMA, 

1/ 24/4 NKllllMA: 

l 24/5 fiLA!ITYRE 

!/.'-.16 LIVIIIGSTOIIIA• 

1, 25 !llJII.DING DEPT 

1/25/1 

1/25/1 l.:J/1,,WE 

lh6 CARPENTRY 
1/26/1 

m:11s l CORRE~l'O/I0ENCE 

1/U ANNUAL REPORTS: 

l9 .. 6 APR 2• 1962 AUG 8 
1932 AlJG 13 lll4 5 OCT 24 
1G55 DEC 31 - 1958 JAN 9 

1963 MAY 2J - 1865 APR 17 
1956 MAY ~ - 19tn M!\R 21 
l'l',9 MAY 8 1962 JIJN 2J 

1946 JIii/ 29 - 1954 NOV 29 
!B59 DEC - 1963 NOV 29 

1940 OCT :? - 1954 !>EC 8 

1•27/1 l4ob NOV 11 - lQ48 NOV 15 

l ,.8 A.l'R!CA!IS CN MISSION STATION GROUl/0S 

1,28/1 

1 . 9 O!At!JND JUUILEE: 

1/29/1 

JO f l!lLE c"OCrETlJ::S 

1949 JAN 28 - 1954 MAY 25 

1950 JUL 6 • 10,1 ~EF 8 

30 l BRITISH ANO f'OF.f.IG!I 111~2 JAJI 7 1951 JUL 28 

30 2 RmmESIA A!IO IIYAS/u.AND '•,f; MAR 1' 1862 AUG 17 

11 cor-1r Mm::s 
1/31/1 1\:152 FEB 19~4 NOV 18 
1 1: 2 \SAl.A.~,0 AND AJ!i l CUL TUF.E 

19~• JAN 11 - 1957 AUG 12 

1/.,_ : IVORCE 

r ~l::S 19:4 JAN 4 - JUL l• 
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' '4 MAY 1~ 

J4 C A P ,. '4 SEP d • ~• APR 1 

ZS • Z JUL 1 

L 

1 ' 1 

HEEP Al,D CATTLE 

• ' C n.na:l;E PAPl:R3 

12 l 

JZ/Z 

8 PORTS CLUB 

38 1 N",;l!(:X".A 

J9 srrny TOl/li: IN RS A 

l ~ !IOV 14 

~7 •:,.y 18 11159 f:EP 

60 JAN 4 1962 FEB 11 

1960 t:AY 28 • l Gl SEP 8 

1/J9 l MALA:.l?A!I fASTORS 19fi5 ~~\Y 11 1966 MAY 1'l 

Rrl\tr\RKS t\lmo I three 11u.1r1crs of cn1r1ts in the in,cr .. or, of •he D R l' r\1d1i,cs ,ire wnccrned ,,i1li 
m:111us 11f rnrrcspondcncc hcl\lccn mission offici .. tls ,rnJ pri,atc indi,iJu.,b on the one h,ind and the C'hurch 
,iflic1,tls 111 i'-.IJl.,,,i on the other. ~hi I ol 1hc k11crs .,re v.r111cn in ,\lrik.o.rn~/Du1ch; c,nly a h:w arc in Engli•h 
or l l11cl11.:v.,1 llut lnun 1'162 ,,hen M.:il.1,,1.in, beg.in lo adminiqcr the church, Idlers hcml'cn the Mission 
,1ffi,L in l'.ipc 1\iwn 11, the <icnc1;il Sc<Jc1.1n'\ ,ilfic1.. in i\l,1l.1v.i ,,ere ,ni11c1• 111 l"ndish. Sometimes lc1tcr.s 
\h'r, rcc:u\l:d h, 1hc C ,er.er.ti Sc,rc1,,r) 111,m ccr1ain c,rclci. in Afril.:.1,111- nr omc other l.i11gu,1gc unknown 10 
111111 I he~c had 111 he lr,111sl.11cd f,,r l,im 11• en ,hie him 10 rcpl), ,\s such, ~omc nf the files of NkJ.om., Synod 
h.1\l: h.llcrs Ill Aft a,,l,Jll ,111d otlH.:r 1.,11gu.1gc!>. 

1 hL d~c.1 i,111s ,,r rc,olu11,m, "l11d1 .ir~ found in th.: minute or all the church ourts arc not 11 ,thout purpo1-e. 
I he, rnnccrn 1he mcmhcr~ 11I the church v.luch ,~ the IIC>d) 11f< lmq ( I C,11. 12 12 ~I). Th •tr qucs1i,,11s on the 
fJllh ,ind l111,1 they ~lhlllld I ut it in1,, praL11c,· urc 1hc ,·1inlL11ls of rhc minuks. , heir quc~tion, arc ,1 l.cJ 
1hrou1'h orrcspnndcnrc. I h..: mcmhcrs \\file lcttn~ lu 1hc church ollici.1h .,nd the ,hurch ollici.,I, report these 
1Jlk\11Cln~ 1111hcir 11e,irc,1 churd1 ,our1~. I he churd1 u1ur1s di 111 ~ 1h.:,c qucM,on, and rcpl) from .i Scriptur,11 
li.1\IS ,1hcrc po~1hlc. I hcsc d..:,isi,ms ;ire lh..:n \\1ittcn in 1hc rn1nut.:, .111J kilns arc v.ri11t·n to tho,c v.ho 
r,1iscd 1hc quc,tion IP inform them of the oulMmc. \s .i result ther(' 1s ., con~iJcr;1bl,· amount of 
,orn. pond-:nc,· ,111h 1he d1urch olli,cs .,nd 1hi, lorrn, p.111 ol :--:1.horn.1 Synods hist11ry from the c.1rlici;1 time ol 
1111~,1,ln '"'' ~ 11, the present. I c11t·rs arc in Alt il-.o.,ns, EJH!11sh .rnd ( hich~" 1 \\"h ·n rc,1ding thew lcllcrs, the 
hi,1,,m.tl d111rd1 re c,1rd1er 11111 <l1 rmn Mlpplcmcnl,tr} inforrn.1ti11n 111 the m111u1,•, 1d1ich do not ncn:,s.irily 
wntain .ill lhe d 1.111 ol th~ underhing f.1ct11rs 11hid1 r.,ustd 1hc church w11rt, 11, 11rri11! .11 the resolution '" 
ntucd in the mmu1-.,. < ont rt •.11ion, .1lso h,,,c man) kiters lrom ,,,riou, sources in their possession. 'fhc~c 
l111uld he prcscncd fpr hiiaom·, I rnons1ruct1on, 

.. 
I 'L •-,1,.y 

I • 

Rl'l'OH rs 

!,1 1., 4 ktl'(;F.T" 

4 1 '-'I.wI :; TATI TAT?!:T!CS 

• , .. • t: I 13 ll!:C 

4 1 .. •• I I& 

9 • ~ 
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~--- --- - -- -- -------- - -- ,!" . . .;'\..: . •- . . 
v .. - i. r ~ \ 

., I "''•~• • • 
.. . _."'t. ' 

\ • !! • ,. 1/11,~• -,. • ~ •· ·• • n .( . 

.. 

.. 

11 A) 

.I ~ ll> 

ra:HOl'.A 

IL ! wE 

13 1 

tJ.:!!I!;JI 

17 l l 

11 TA':'IO!I Rl;l'CR, V.: All A 

II • 

M IZI 11 l 

~TATIOII !IYl"JRT~ 1~/tP.A 

ALlrB!l.lRr 1906·1 e2 

II~ .,ATI'IF.•~ TSIR~lt,!JI,IIJ 1S 

l,JRl:U;S 1 27 '2 

~ l 6/.' 6 OUT r~r R l'C'RT.. • IG ll 3 

(; 1::,.1rn\l. \\'-ll \L l{t:l'CRTS 

s· 

' 

~ 

, 1 ~/6 11/7 EDUCATION 1 05·1966 

6 ll (A GESfJW. A/, !IUAL R!:l'ORTS .1 19411 

1• 6 11 lhA) FJ:l'ORTS COIITF.A::TS LE.:Tt.'RES , ETC 

1903 1 GO 

' 6 ll 0 Iii H:PORTS C ',TRACTS, LECT! RES ETC 

1951·1 66 
.5 6 lC. ;.i RK wJME• A.',"J \OUTEIS 

Y ur,; p Pl El lil16 0 

I' 11 11 FAF..'1!Mi R!:l'ORTS 191e 60 

• • 6 11112 TRAN. FORT ASll P.AIID'n':>M 1916 C 

15/6/11/ IJ PRINTWG WOil>:!: A/,'ll Lr?t!IA':'1./RE 

1916·1 68 
I' 6 11 l4 1:E:>ICA.L ~RX 1917 196~ 

ll'.>UllO REPORTS 1062 1967 

1' F IllANCES t IU:r'ORTS, BUDGETS, 

"TATE.!...NTS 

I • • 1 Jl 
• 1 ~ Cl ' L 1 ~2 J II 

F. r• c M1$Slcn •'•L1 •• •at11LI I !rom 1aJ2 LO 

nrfl t. AVllS labl• tr- t.l • l1alaw1. tiat.1onnl 

>.rch!vu 

4 14 'l' TATIO:IS A/.!, 'Al. R l'ORT 10. 3•1937 

4 1g 4 MISS!Oli STAHCNS A/,'IUA.L REPORTS 1953 

4 10 ~ MISSI0:1 ST>.TIOllS A:WUA.L R£POR15 1115••1957 

• 19 6 MISSI •; STAT!OIIS AJ;l,l'A.L REl-'ORTS 11158•11161 

\'-1\l \L HEPORTS 

HZl/l A!.\'ISORY COmlT':'EE 0~ A!'RICA.'l UlUCA'l'IOO 

11137·1954 

4 ,.J/1 SUBCatHTTEE Oil EOUCATIOllAL PLA!;s Al/0 PO!.ICY 

1948 

4 3611 SCHOOL 11,SPECTial 

4/~/l NORI-IAL t.::EIOOL 

4/Jl/1 WM TT C 

1941 • 1954 

1921· 1934 

1966 

General annual reporu tr:.,m 1911 t.o 1948 ar• not 

nva1labh in the 1-'.alew1 NaLtcral Archives 

4/19/1 GENEP.AL 

4 19/2 GENERAL 

•11913 "L11tRAL 

1049 195~ J~N 30 

1955 l-'.AY• 1050 APR 

19~8 APk l 1063 JUN 14 

4 0 I A~RICULTL'RE DEPT 1921 1937 

4116 l LIVEST0.'1; 1 23 JUL 111 • 11137 JAN 1 

•115 1 TRA!•-l'ORT DEPT 1923 1936 

4 6 BASl:ET A/,D SHOE MAKrnG DEPT 111n-1oz9 

4 4 1 FR!h"TI!,G DEPT lOll SEP I~ • 1934 MAR 9 

4 7 1 MEDICAL l9Zl NOV 1936 DEC 

417 2 l'.:DICA.L 11145•1950 CTRAU,lNG A!/0 FACILITIES) 

4/17/1 FIIIAl,::E DEPT 

4 25/1 flliAliCIAl. REl'ORTS 

4 ~ FEDERAL M!SSIO:i REPORTS 

4 2.11 

• 2 2 

" 2 3 

1923 JJl, 19 • 1037 JAN 

195Z • 1961 i.UG 

11117·19•5 

1946•1952 CEC 

19~3-1967 Jt;/1 B 

... < :z-~ :rzEn. :·::sc 
• 1 I 11116·19 ~ 

: 4 !:AF, 1~ 

. I 
-~ - - - - ---- - - - - - - --- ~ ----- - -- - - --- -------- - -~---
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\ ' . . . . ,· . . . . 

4 J,J 1940 !AN 18H 
•n1• l91.o5 JA.~ - 1946 
4 'I' lP .. 7 JAJI - 1r. .. a 
• 3 6 : 949 19~3 
• '3/7 19~l-195l 
4/ 318 J Sc\ 196• .. J 9 1;.,•: M:. R:lAt~ IN !>lE CAPE fROVIr;c;; In 
4 13 WORi.~Hor CEfT KfPOR,s 

•I !3/ l rnzz SEP 

4/8 f'.'A!,SE:.1::;;s• o;c OOL F-H'ORT<\ 

•1811 1i2l·1936 

• 10 SERVANr HOtTELS 

4/10/l 1n1 1e31 

• 11 '::E:H'ORAL C0!-1:11 T-::EES K.EPOP.TS 
4/ 11/l hlZZ 1935 

1837 

4/12/1 1~22 SEP· 1924 

lt.5 

OEC 

d ) 

••/18 :·HSSIC:I REFr.ESENTA;IVES IN THE GRANGE FR!:E 

STATES A!iD N RHOOESiA 

4 / 18/1 1925-1928 

•120 fYNO:JICAL CCU-1ITTf.E !U:PORTS 

4 /20/] 1936 OCT 20 22 

4/22 sSE OF TIMBER REPORTS 

4/22/1 1946 AFR 29 • 1951 JUL 14 

4 2• LITERATl'RE Sl,VATICtl IN NYASALAIID REPORTS 

4/2•/l 1950 1953 

4/?6 AFRICAN .HIJRCI! MINISTERS REPORTS 

4/26/l 1955-196~ 

,,,27 WE REV I. t!WANSAMBO'S REPORT TO LIV!NGSTON'IA 

:)~'N;JO AT El\wf.N~'-:N! 

•/211 l 1957 /\UG 20 

<,28 THEOUXJCAL EDUC TlON CO!IFF.Rfl;CE H!LD AT 

cN!VERSlTY COLLEGE, ~ALlSBl/RY REPORT 

4/2811 lv'9 MAY 27·28 

•/29 ll~liJr\A SYhOO BIBLE SCHOOL REPORT 

1960•19f>l 

• JO !:' E::,~!ClTY ;..:;o ;/ATER SLH'L'r' SCHE.•:r:s RErcRT 

4 IQ/I 1961 SEP 9 JO 

4 '- E\'ANUI LlS'·: RLPORT 

• 32/l unda t ed 
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:A .. ' UH A:, I.I' J. F..EfORT 
4 ' mla~•:! 

4 • N A A:,,., :.AB~ 'R C ~f..AW l'l ~ :'I ,U/ "-HOO-SIA 

4 4 1 undaLed 

' ' 
19 l • 11 18 19 0 

Nl:!J L k[ I TERS 

l C' t C::X!: ER.:J I P 
l l tARI I S,ATIONS 1893·19.5 
L I 2 .rvu:z1 1893 1928 
l L IVLEZI 1928 19/1 

4 OZEl•l.A 1897 1928 
2 • ~ OZE'•l'.A 1928-1971 
1. 6 IJ! I.A 1900 1928 
2 Kl'Jl.A lf/28 !971 .. 8 CHIIIT £:•m;.r,; lll0C•HIZ6 
2 l 9 Cl!! '•THE':E.,'E 11128-1911 
1./1 MPH NZI 1900-,928 

II UJ'HUNll 1927 11171 
2 l909·lll2: 
• 1 1927• 1971 
"' l 14 lt:HINJI 1915-1929 
2 l~ >i: Il,JI 1930-1971 
2 1 lE MAL •mo • U-1929 . I 11 MALtx~o 19l0·1971 
2 18 Al.I~BllKY 1915 1911 
2 19 ,;i:r •·, l JO 1971 
2 1120 l:ASUN.., 1931 1971 
2 1 21 LILO:; w'E 19'7•1 60 
1. 1 .2 I, Ll'>I.JR:l 1947-1971 
, I 21 I-IPA A 19~3 HP! 
2 ..,,. 112..A!, A 1928 197! 
2 .~ 10•, .J£ I 28·1971 
2. 2 5 'IACEC!!E Hll8·1971 
2 J.J H\'fRA 1930 1971 
2 ,6 Cl!IKCW. 1940-1971 
l 1. CHIL!:l.i\ Cf-CHI'ITI 1942 1971 
2 Cl lTd,t 1941.•1971 
- 1 l Tl •~A 1949-1971 

2 l,TAU,Al;A 19~0 1951 
1. 13 t;l.'ELO CS RI 1951 1958 
2 4 NYA:,JA 1'353-1970 
2 J' l;AJIJHIA 1953 lllll 

J£ r,..a.:IJ'A 1953-1911 
- 1 1 ,. .... ZI..:A 1953-1971 
• 1 &.!Vl!IZA 19~3 11171 
z E ~ :WAYO CS F. 19•~ 1958 
2 l • £ "A 1 55 1971 
2 41 Cl!l'J.<A!,.;'CM!t 1956 11171 
• 1 •2 l:AP!Rl 11156•\ 71 
2 1£:.o ~ ~ .957 1958 
L ) .. t' AS!XJ 57•19 II 

I • >.:, ·~r 5! 11111 
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l 1 .. (I PI~,..,IZA 

• I .1 :;-,;::3£, 

,8 CHI,;£ 

49 -1ut:..;.~·J.A1:,i0 

CH.:: AJ;::: 
~I !-'.A:Eti"E 

'" 1 "'~ i>.:A.._'Et.,AY.~;;;:.I\ 

• 1 ~J rJ\!JEr:;,,/\ 

l/~'" CH!LOS~'E. 

2/1 55 CFfll;;A 

2 l/"6 '!JOGO 

2 l 57 'lC1,E);!;RA: 

2/: •a KA!:ZHA!IG'AfiF 

Z l /' 9 f.A!. fC!!ERO 

2 1 1/60 GOLotlOTI· 

:!t 1/61 CHl'.A!;~A 

2/1/62 MAWELO· 

2/l/6J RUSI\ 

2/1/64 IICHEU: 

21 :16~ MFP.or;:;wr. 

2/ 1/ 66 MrE11GOl-1ANTHC:IIGA. 

2/1/67 1-!JZOBWE• 

2'1/65 DW~..N;dA 

ZIJ/69 M30ZI 

2, 1/ 70 ULOli:;WE 

2/l 71 CHOwO; 

2 :/72 MJiOTAl:OTA 

2/1/lJ KATAYIIU7A 

2/1 7, CHILctlA 

2/ l 7 ~ M:IDO!.ERA 

2 111& CHlll-'..\:lDZI 

l l /7 7 KAKOli JE 

l/1/'6 LUMBADZI: 

2 1, 7 9 CP.I~fw!\l.A 

2 J 180 •·~1-11:JiA...,..ANJA 

211 81 M~IU,: 

2 1 2 MPOLOD.:UI/GA 

l 1183 C!lIGOOI. 

2 l 'B• f.A!AYAU,A 

• l/85 GOL~rI 

2 1/86 ~UNZA 

.2 1/87 M,\WIRI: 

- 1/88 MTEN,H!:RA 

l g NtOHISI. 

2 l I~,A~j BAPIISM 

1. 2 \'A.,:OUS 

2 LI i M?HtJS::I 

:,2 3 MFHUlitI 

:, .. 4 r-:AJ. ING;.;'NDE 

t: CttH;;t~t: , .... ..,"! 

" '""Hit, .:!E . .:.!t..::.: 
2 2 8 KO!, .. ~ ... ·f: 

lC ~HH;JJ 

11 'U~,:>A 

l 58 1971 

195• 1971 

l 59 1117! 

l.~3-19/1 

!P60 !9'J 

12,~-197; 

l!) 1·!971 

1961·1971 

1062 • 1971 

lEfiS-1971 

1856 1~58 

1966· 137! 

1966·1971 

1966·1971 

1966·1969 

1666·19/l 

1966-1970 

1966•1971 

1966-1971 

1966·1971 

1967·1911 

1967-1971 

1967-1971 

1967·1971 

1967-1971 

1968·1971 

1968·1971 

1968 

1968 

1968-1971 

1069· l 97 l 

1969-[971 

.969·1010 

1969·1971 

1969-1971 

1969-1971 

19118·1970 

196'3·1970 

1970 1g11 

1970-1971 

1970·1971 

1971· 

1971 

1971 

1884· 1953 

l9C 6 • rnz 7 

1926-1971 

l a7•1827 

:,~6-1971 

-90J 1928 

?313·!93 .. 

1g:s-1sn 
lQ!1,-1A;-9 

'91~-!9,e 

1~7 
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}. 2/l3 !-".1.A:iC'A 

Z 2 1~ SAl~~E~ Y· 

2 2/16 KPC\ .. A 

~ 2 '! 7 !illiO':!A 

:! , 18 !1tJ:Ot~. 

2 l/19 :; : JlQe-:A 

2 2120 o;:~;;:,,. 

2/2 22 L:VU:ZI 

2 2/23 L;v: EZl. 

:!/2/2 4 t1Al.!!-'.BO 

2/~f}.:, 1-'.A.'..C:-!BO 

UZ/26 KASL'N'.,U. 

2 zn.1 t1:RWJ1, 

2/ 2/ 2 8 !{VERA . 

2/2129 H.'.CEr.HE 

212130 ctt;.:u11ou. 

2/2/31 CHIKOMA· 

2/2/32 C!:I!.E!'.A (M::H!tlJI J 

2/2/33 KOLOW!RO 

l 19 1928 

!!lie lll7 l 

lPZl-!F~~ 

!929-:971 

1920·1928 

l929·19i! 

~921·1G2B 
19l8-197l 

:925·!929 

:926·1971 

l927-1B60 

1923·1971 

1931·1971 

1939-1971 

19•0·1971 

19•0-1971 

19°2-1971 

1946• I 5171 

~/2/34 ULC:,c-h'::: l 946· 197 I 

212/35 HfA,SA. ,9'7·1971 

2/2/36 ~:?Ht;::zr /,!;:) XFh7S0 CEUROFEM,S) 19<9 

2/2/37 Nl:ATAKATA 19,9-1971 

2 2/38 GwELO 1350·1956 

2/2/39 THt!MlJA 

':./2/40 t-'.-A.NG'A 

2/2/•l NYANlA 

212/42 1:ANJiwA 

}./2/•J M:JIKA: 

2/2/41. LIVINZA 

Z,2/•5 DEDZA 

2/2/46 HIGHFI£LD· 

2/2/<7 EU!.l.)l;AYO: 

2/2/ t. 8 Cl!H~T'I.AJ,;3' L:t1=:E 

2/2 49 BALA::G'OMBE 

2/2/50 MFA..',DQ 

2/2/ 51 A!IBE: 

2/ 2 I~ 2 GOLOl1:lTI 

2/2/~3 f'.APIRI. 

2,2/54 M7HA/i'.:1IiA 

:! 2/55 CHln'E: 

2 2/ 56 KA:C.EPhA • 

2/2/ ~ 7 KA>iEF.Ah'::F<A 

2/2 58 CHAl·":AIGO· 

2 '2 ~9 :!i!~AN:I 

2: 60 t.AD1Y.~1J'Ati"E 

- 2 ol 'A>,ELC) 

2 ~ '£2 .::h tLOPn'.E 

.Z ~ 63 t,TQ:~U 

~ 6• MJ:Jr.) 

,950·1958 

l95J • lll7 l 

1953·1971 

1953-1971 

19~3-1971 

:953·1971 

1955-1971 

lg57-l958 

1957-1958 

1958•1'1/l 

1958 1971 

1958-1969 

1958·1971 

1958·!971 

IG58·1971 

1959•1971 

1~59-1970 

1960·1911 

13SO·ls7l 

1960-1971 

!GE.\: 1971 

lll6b• 1971 

IS66·l~10 

!i·l071 

1956 1971 

!9b6 l\; O 

:!lf;6 1971 

~-:.,11 

, -:01: 
11'17: 

1~8 
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CA 

•' l.lV!:!:ACCAP 

.. '-... 1 

r: 4. l 1• ••.A 

• ,,11 
C A F 

' lB KA/I' WA C C A P 

51.s 

'29 DtDZA C' CAP 

V2'ltl 

• J "Lt:..,no c: c A P 

I ~-Aul 19~9 ~tC ll 

1855 /\UGI ore Jl 

1115~ AUG .,) C. 

' 0 19~5 

'. 6 A IC, , l J EC Jl 

·rw r!"'ElC'CA 

'- . , •e All l , 0 DE'.: J 1 

l •A 1 JL 0 DE~ 1 

34 MANG'/\ , C. A F 

' ,, 
I~ C ll 

~ ' N "''~ C A f .,,. 
l \8 'A~ , 1~60 DEC 31 

• I, p 

~/'lf/1 JA!I l .360 Ot.C H 

l:.A!'II\, ,. A 

• ,t · ~l-lv59 oi::~ 31 

C 

' 1,..,.•i l I~~~ 11'\'-' I 

l'Tr I \ • A 

' 3 'Al, . j 

5 \I, 'I , Al• I \ t 
5 40 1%0 "G 

' • I A ~ f 

• l JA~ . "t.: 

.. •.. ~ C C A f 

' • NI 
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" ' ,, " CC A I 
< • 

•• M MW::RA 
< u 

!;At 

< • ~ 

£RT: • ATE 

6 L 

:z 

" 
I 

.z 

r , .. ATI 'J - A 
A T R!ZAT! N 

A'/Tll ZAT! 

IIIATlO!, 

h'.>WATIC/1 

N OF A 

h'KP.- 1 ACC ITS 

• LE ER I• TE BOG!:S 

I L ER I< )TE BOC! 

1 Z. K II n't .,. A HERS' FAY 

J. I I, ' ;a: TU M£ "" 

RAST Ill A 

M!,T HI 

RA/IT IN 

1 • 'YA:. A AJIO A 

Ml'. 

EXPCl!OIT 

roc,. HErT .. 

TU::K SHEF., 

• CE!: "' 

152 

I JAJI - ~ I 

A!I I ~tc 31 

F t:..ir.. 8 

'6 I 18 

rnT'-l!NT OF E OZRS 

I 27 l 2 

I Z• I, V 8 I • • Jl,L IZ 

I 9l l 11 

:I 

• IJ I .4 

l9U JUL I I! 11 

::tlfANY LIMITED flA.-A!I:;[ 

EALAl,CE 

I ,1 SEP JO 

•; AT!0/1 1NC01 • 

llOATI0:1 II, •Of'.t • 

! J. JUN 1963 

1 J.< I 5 

, \ • J. l• 

t. II A RI.:A A/j m:itJ!IA rn u Ill 

R . '• n!lCA A!iO I I ::tlA SYII O II: 

1 OCT 
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-- ------------ - -- ~-------.-~ 0 . . 
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1. The DRC 1\r.:-hi\e, allocate, nnd marks lht: d<i.:-umc,m of 1\'kll(Jma S)nod a, 11ne of the 

.\liniqrics nt the l)f{( SynC1d of the We~tcrn C:,pe. rhe~ · documenh Ml! marked S5/15/6, 

~l,\ f .A WI. The "S" st:1nd for '\emlmg" in Afril....1an, \\ hich mean, "nm~ion" in Engli~h. All 

documt·nts in 1 hi, cl: ss arc 111 conn ·ct1<1n \\ 11h 1\'kh(lrna Synod : a mission or the DHC. 

l"he docurnerm allol.1tcd in thi \\ay do rmt rcnect the focr that the Church in ~f:11:mi i 

ncm independent :ind that its lentcn:uy in J<>R9 indicate that it i, recognized as ,uch. ft i 

a,hi. ed that the ch,cumcnts 01 Nl.horna Sjnod he alloc.itcd (at le.1st lrorn 1%5 011,,::uds) 111 

terms of an indigenous church and 1101 111 terms of a mission ol the DRC'. If thl! allocation 

or document :.hem ing the mi s1011:lfy e111crp1 isc is to be mai111:1111ed. there should be a 

dear scpar.11iw1 ol the t,,o period nt dc\'elopment. If this separation i done 110w, it ,dll 

s:ne ihc t,oublc in the future ul handling more co111pl .. , doc1m1e11t-. than tho,1.: that ar1.: 
p1c,entl) :l\'ailabl<.: in the :irchivcs. 

.. 
The :m:hi,,tl do<.'uments of Nkhoma S\nnd in the ~l:!la\\i N.11ional Ard1he, are 

cla itied and allocatl'LI, nnt ~1ccurding to chur.:-h courts, but :-iccorJing to a y·tcrn 

de\'elnpcd in i\lal:l\\ian hi~tory in gcncrnl. Thi, is due to the fact that the \ l~'A i 1101 a 

ch111ch ar.:-hi\'CS but a public or general :m:hhe. In 5pitc of that, it i : dvi ahle thnt the 

chu1 ch documents in the archive, be ,tllocatcd and indicutcd in term~ of church coun~. 

A1.'co1 Jing 10 the l'rc:.h) tcri:111 Church courts, the order in \\ hich the doeumemi; <ihould 
appl'ar i, the tollcl\\ ing: 

Congregations, pr c b) tcrrc • S) nod(s) a11d general Synod. Inc uocurnems ul cach of 1he,,• 
courts ~hould he :1lloc:11cd separately in their various l\ltcgt>nes. 

3. In thi. case, the minute of these courts me important d11l'u111ents, followed hy lcttc1s. 
report::-, ,ind other general document,. 

4. The dP1.un nts ot the ministric, or departments of the church uch :is medical, printing, 

agriculture, l~y training, l Juc;,tion, building. \\ork and transport, carpentry and all others, 

should he kl!JH separ:11<·1) in their ,3nou l'atcgorie,. The ~fal:l\\i National Archhe has 

met this req11ircmt>111 by keeping Ille 111im1tcs. repo, t and cor re,pondcncc of the 

dcp:m111c.:111s in their variou, cntcgorh.:s without mix111g them \\ith 01her document . 

5. The thirteen cla sc, ot dc11.•u111cnts 111 the ~1:-...'A and their ,~1riou!'. subject-headings 
::.h1,uld be dcarh 1dt>nt1tiecl .111d the difference hct,\cen them should he mack clc:ir h\ . . 
1111.;:,ns of " 1d...:-'"dcrences sUl'h a the ones sugg.:,tc..:d in the 1111cgratH>ll ol the archival 

,c,urcc.;::. m thi" chapter. The reference numhl'r:; ,lwuld help the rcse~rd1er to identit) the 

intorm:1ti11n <>I t!1e p.1rtkular docu111("111, For 111'lfm e, Nkhom.1 l'resb)tcry \\~1~ ,he first in 
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ICJ.:!5 and It lwd on!) thirteen conga.g,trions. But Ill 195(> three other prc,t>) taie~ \\ere 

formed, namel) J\lalcmbo, \hera and Sa!t• 11ul). A11hat 1ime :--.-khoma Pr1.: b)tery had 0111} 

ten congrcg:,tion ll1 ii~ area At pre cnt there art: elt:\ en pre h: lcric, of :\khomJ Synod 

altogether and :--:khom.1 P, e,b) tery ha onl) ei •ht conc:rcg,llion . ·111e birth of each 

pn.!,b: tel") mean, a llC\\ clwptcr in thl· hi'ilOl) of the Church To make reference to all 

the e new developments ca,icr. a µr 'IH:r ~1llocation is nc..ces ,II). :--:khoma Pre.,b) :ery i the 

first :md the )C,•r of rh b"nh i.:.hould be imlicatcd. The lineage of birth of ,ill the other 

pre,b) tcrie should he m,11111,1incd consccutrvely , nd tht!ir documents ~hnuld be kept 

,ep~rratel) from the day they \\ere cs1.1bli hed as prcsb)tcrie,. The ,;amc procedure should 
he! follm,cd in allocating all the other document . 

(1. The 1,,u arrhi,c concerned (DRCA l\: .\l;\'t\) \\OUld help hi'itorical re carl·hcr, 1f they 

u eJ the ,;amc :,) st!..'m of allocation of dol'umcnts and idemilil':ttion. At present the) arc 
different. 

7. It i. the rcsp0n.-,ibility of the Church 10 gather all documents from ns congregation:.. 

·111(: congregations ha\ e man) documents \\ hich ne!..'d to be sent to the an:hiH's 

periodically, so that they may not he lost. The congregations them eht' mus, he advised 
not 10 destroy document which they h,I\ c in their pns ession. 

8. It i• also the re~pon ibility t>f the Church to das ify the documents into their different 
cla. se~ and identif) them according to their different categoric . 

9. 'Jl1e document hou!LI b-.. S<'nt to the .\!NA for safe custod} and :t\:t,lability to 

researchers. Documcr11, of the Church al.o contribute 10 the hi~tOI)' of the count')' and 

should therefore be made :t\'ailahlc for tho e historicai rl.'~earchers \\ ho rcq.icst to read 
1hcm 

JO. When sending the documents to the .\11",\ on loan, an rmenrory should be kept hy the 

S) n,,d. rhe .\!NA must be rcc;ponsiblc to \.'.Ollcct th<..· documents from the Church 
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I h. I ... ,, , . r 1.'\..t, .. :11 n 11! 1h1.: 1 1.iru, •r. p ) of '.\kh0'11,1 S)llOJ, ( hur1.:·•1 of Ct:111•.tl 
\lril,I l'·i: h)tt:rian 111 :\l .. 1.1,•,1. \\il ch \\:i,. i0111.1u.1111 l, () h) the m.~,i,inar:, ,wrk of tht: 

I )utL Rl urmt:J ( h .. ·d1 ( ( .1pc ~~ nuJ l m South . \fr1c..i. I he pton.?c.:r n , .on.in cs. the 
l{c,, \ C \lur•,t~ ..ind I l B \ lok. ,t,trtt:d rni,,1011 \\ork at \hc.:L.1 in Chief <'hmcn:·, 

kingdom. P.'ll.l\\ ,t) hLt,, i.:1.: n Sa:;ma to the ca,t and Do\\ a to the north,, c.:,t. m the ccmral 

rtf,on of \l..i::m1. I he) l-,1JO)t:d the alh1ce ,llld coopcr..ition of Dr Rohen I .m .111d c,thcr 

mi,,1011,mc.:, ol the I r1.: .. Church of Scotl.md dorng mi ,ion \\ork in the non1 crn ri:;!,ion uf 

\l,tl:1,,1. rhe mi"ton ,,orJ... \\:t, s,1t:ce;:, ful and C\1\:'ndt:J rapidl) through the, tftort, of the.: 
rn1, 1011.iriL, 1hi.:m "'he, anJ 1he1r 111d !!enou, ht!lpers. 

I r11" I ~:-,(1 to , Wl2 th .. •c ,, .i, no propL"rl) org.rni,cd L'hur h. The mi,~ionarics, lrn,, CH:r, 

,,roti.: accounts of their t:xpcrfrncc ... and CllLOLJnWr!, ,n l 11aric-,. journal apd in .1 log book. 

I he,c dm:umc1w, arc the l,r..,t \Hillen <.locumt:nts of the )Oung Church. l'nfur:unatel). 

noni.: of thl' ri.:port., anJ <.liane, r1:cor<.1 that inJigeno.1, pcopli: ,,ere .1ho 1mohcd in the 
run11111g ol :he Church. 

llo\\C\cr. !rom !()()3 ,,hen :he Cot..11cil of Congrcg~.tion, \\~L formed. ind1~eno11s people 

bt~•.,n to p~1rt1cip..itc in 1~e m "IStf} of the Church. \p:irt from the 1cachcr-e, .. ngcli,t \\ ho 
1
':uJ hLen :r.iincd to t~ .. t.h i11 ch..,rd1 .,d1 >uls during the \\eek anJ 111 preach on Sund:.)~ ,I'­

"t.11 a, to c, ,111gch1c, f .. '1 t:111e e\.,ngcltst-.. bcg.111 to be 1rainl!d in 1911. h cntu •. dl:. beca ... sc 

of thi.: incrca e 111 the n .. mhc:r of com en-,, it ,,..i,; dccidc<.l to lr,un ,omc ot the 1.'\,ln •cli ts to 

hccom1.: minio;ii.:r,. ·111e ftr-,t 1,,0 to be • ppomtc<.I to tht., \\ork \\ere the Re" Andre)a 

.1mk.,mha anJ .:'\amor. Ka: ·nge1.i. The: t.irted 1hc1r w,ining in 1923 .rnc.J completed it in 

!
1125 I "l') \\t:rc hot!' ordaircc.J in the 5-:.tmc ~car along ,,ith I ~1111.:ke '.\1an<.la ,,ho haJ been 

h::rndt.·d u,cr to the l)RC IT'I s1on hy the Free Church of Scotl:.nd Mi .... ,ion. He complctcJ 
hh thu,lor1c:.l tr: rn,n • at Li,inJ,tom.1 Mi,,ion. 

\\ th their orJination the thir<.I ph.1.e of mi,,;1011 ,,ork ~tarted. rl1e ;'\khoma Pre.: h)tel) ,,a, 

form .. t.l .ind rcp!J~td the Council of Congregations, after jmning the C'CAP SynoJ in JQ26. 

As the namber ol 111J1geno11-, mirn,ten, rnuluphcd, some of them beg.in to pnrtictpatt: in 

e,ccu1h (.; ~ommiuec.,• d,.d,1011-m.1kin!! ,, i1h the misc;ionaric I hus. the) helpe<.l to shape 

:he philn,oph) of the \frk,lll ( hri,t1:.n \\J) of life. A, a rc-;ult. ,p1ritual hook!l tor 

.t1'llti..111 n ,rnJ lc,1 .. h111g 111 the Church ,1ppcaruJ. At the ame umc their p.1rtidp..1110n in 

<.. t • \P ~;,•111u, i.:..1111 • \\llh o·hcr 1111.,,mna~ chtm:hc-. ht..:.rn to bro .. Jl'll their hon1011., and 
to ,t•tn•·1h1..·111ru11 ,p • tu.11';,. 

1). rin~• lilt:> llt:\l ph .. ,l'. I rum I C/'\(i Oil\\ arJs. till' l t • \I' ~) nut! de, ._•loped a C icncr.tl ~, 110d 

\\ :!de the. pri.:.,b;, teric, (II I , 111~·,toma. ~khoma anJ Bl.mt;, re became,;, n J, .. \utonom;, 10 
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thi.: m1~~ion church~·, \\.1, .:,;ranh:d h) the ,ari1>us mi,,ionaf) :igu:its. lndigL"nou~ le:.ider,hip 

began tu pl~y an :ictive and mdcpcnJL'nt r1llc In I %2 ~khoma S:, nuJ recei\ eJ autonomy 

from the DH.C. rt1i-, mc:.int mcet111g ch:.ill_,1ges of ne\\ emironmcnr--, theolc,gically, socially 
and politically. 

But \\ hile the rnb-,ionariell ,hm\L'U thl' \\,1) :.ind \\ere \Hit1ng thi.: minut1.:s ~mu m:.ikint> 

deci,i11m, the i11<.li!!eno11s fk't1plc ,,ere being tr:.iineJ and bel.'.arne cc1-worJ..crs. Tud~1y the 

latter :,re taking rhc pbci.: 11f 1he mis,innarks. It is m(J~t irnpon:mt to note thac there ::ire 

minutes and rqlort, \Hillen in Chiche,,,t for the pcricid llJ(JJ to 19~9. I fm,e\er, mission 

rcp
1
1rt~ and newsletter cuncinueJ to be \,ri11e11 in Afribans even ~1f1cr :-,,'khurna Synod 

rccci\ L'd autonorn) in 1962. 

The missionaries did not ,, rite unly official documenh and diaries. Some \\'L're also 

.spontaneous writer~ who "rote books about their missionary work ::imong the intiigenous 

people of ~1:tla\d. The me:--:,ages of those books varied but were basically meant to arouse 

the interest of their r<:aders nt home, mo:-.tly supporters of mission ,,ork. I knee, some of 

them wrote books on the culture of the people, their history, food and also the plants and 

~nimals that \\t.:re founLI in the area. Others wrote specifically ahout the p~ople they 

encountered and their efforts to evangelize them. :\fany uf thern wrote biographies of 

missionaries, e.g. Robert l~m:-, William :-.rurray, Don:.lld Fraser and I Ienry I kr1derson. 

·111cir ,Hitings were different in appro:.ich and motivation. Some \\ere honest and ga\'e a 

true reflection of the emironmcnt and the people they found \\hile others ,,ere 

c::-.aggerated and hia:-,ed, the \Hiter~ ,ee111ingly o,·erwhclr,1eJ hy th\! cultl're of the people 
which ,,a:-, pitiable to them ur hy the co)l)nial imp.:ict. 

t\lmo:--t all of them paid ,canr attention lO the part pl:.t)Cd by their indigenuu~ helpers. As a 

rc-;ult, there are no recorded accoums of their participation. Names, if any, are only 

mentioned in pa,,ing. The mi:--~ionaries were mainly concerned with thl':ir c1wn \\ork :rnJ 

ih el feet. 'n spite of this, the book~ ot the mb:-.ionarks provide the Church in Malawi with 

the earlie,t published source~ of its history. Some of them are hi:-.toriugraphically of great 
importance. 

In the mi:-sionary writinp tl'chnic:i) :ind hi'1uri,igraphic: .. d prublem,. ,tbuund. In the case of 

.\'khoma S:, nnd the b.ng11a~e 1:seJ was Dutch/Atriban~ "hich i:-. completely foreign to 

indigenous pcuple. ~lost uf the rqhm,, C(HJ6pondence, minutes of lhe .\li;;sio:i Councils 

and hook, "hich \I ou]J othern i,-e bL' Li-.dul tu histtirical researchers in : ounger ehurches 
:m: in tl10,e Iangu:1ges. 
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\n(lthl'r prl>l1 lt.:111 i-. th1.' 1,1c1 that thc-c t1r.pnn:m1 dc,cumert, \\.,.rt re~, 1 ld l~l)lll the: 
r111,,1e_,n i..11urd1e, un11l tht.: 11111e that the indigt'rH,u, p1.·nple b._;an to L\t:rd • --~lt r It:. 11 , 
n1e,ll1t th.II thl' d1 h:llllk •1h \\ dl' :ilmo-.t inac1.e,,1b1l' to r~ ,1;. rd1c r, l um , ,un_.1."r dmr1. h1:, 
\\ I P:-l' lm.tnt ;: l re,ourLl'' :ire in mu,t c,1,c-.. meagre. 'S()m1.:n11e du ng rc<-cir, It un .'\"kh1,ma 

S~111iJ the rt.':-e:,1d1 \\(lrki.:r mu,1 n~,t L,nl:, ,i,it the \Jald\\1 :--:at;vn:il .\rchiH"'· !,u, al,o the 

[)!{C' :\rd1iq.!, in C:ipl' rm\ 11. Sut..th Africa. 111 1Jic;; \rd 1,c, in I Jrnh. rg11. '-i.:utldnJ. l 11r 

lack 11f •und, di,t '11c1 :1rchi, cs ,trt' IJ\11 , i,itcd e.g. the ar('h,v1> i;1 I Jmbt.r~n :,nd ( ,tpc; 

I\,,, n 

Tl,t: m:,,illl1arie, diJ not inJicate the ,c,urce, the: ba<,eJ thcir ,, ritin;, lln, nor pm, 1de 

;efen:11.:t>,, l hc :-.tal,mian, arc .u1 or.ti people. Thcir ..:on c1c1u,m , of \\flttcn hhlOr) 

,tarted u•1ly in the earl: ;,t:ar:- of the t,,cntit.!th cemur:,, ,timulateJ b_:. intlil!enou, cJJ.:atcd 

Chri~ti.111s. ,\fter tltt' rt'\Llit ul tht' lZev John Chikmb\\1." of die PrnddenL't: lndu-,tri:.I 

\lb,i(ln (1'1:-1) in the ChiraJ,:ulu district in 1915. a fcw inJigeniiu Chri tian, ,,ru1e c~,a)~ 
~Lbuut it. The majority of them ,,ere member:- of the Hlant)re '.l ,:,;on ot the Cllur_-h of 
ScotbnJ. The Rr.:, l larry Kamtl\\ iri ~1atechcta·., writ inµs are ('Omprehen'-i\ c. I le later 

1111ere,tcd himself in hi,wry und \HOll' a h<>l•k entitled Blant,Hc ~tis,ion: '.\lhiri )ti 

f'hi) ambi C'hachc in che ;,ear I 451. 

111 1•1-+lJ Samuel \ o~i~a :-.:rhara \Hole a bPol..: emitled :\ls)ambo,a 111 v,hich he m~.Je ,t1me 

refl· t' h:e tu tht! mi,,iun \\t,rk ui the DRC. Ile , che :.iutb,r of !-t."\eral buok::-. t\nuthcr 

hook. \ll>u,a :,'anion Katrngc£3, ,,hiLh lw ,,rot\.! in JCJ(i-l ~it the r\.!4ue~t Pl the S~nud. i, also 

d1ur,:li hiqorical. It is a biograph:, of the Re, :,,:amon Katl.'ngeza. one uf tl·i.: fir~t 1,,11 

ndni,11.'r, to be ordaincd in 1'125 I,. •.' DRC. Altlwu~h the "historic:.!!'" \\f,tir's-' of thc:-,e 

rnen and nthers art: nm ~cienufi.:. the:, are the h:ginning of \Hittl.'n hi,tori ,graph) 1w 

indig,:nPLh people ,er,eJ in oral tr •• dition. 

In mudern day,. c~pe-:ially from the late ,::.tks. quite a frw l\1al:mian, ha,l 1ntcrc,ted 

tht:n''L'hc-. 111 hhtorical studk~ on an ara<lemic k,el. ·1 lil.'1 publislicJ thc:r rn:nufic 

rt·,c:,rd1 on the hi,toricai a,pc\.'h of the Churi~h a, \\Cll a~ un blam and Chrbll:in:t), 

pnlitrc., nnJ Chri:~tiani1y. cccrnrn~1b anJ Chrb1ia11it:. chur.:h mu-ic. African 1radi:innal 

rl'ligiu11,. imkpc11J1.•11t drnrd1cs, l't('. Criucal ~tuJie:-- lln thc ,1·riting~ of the m1,,iunaric~ 
madc thi.: 1r ap1'earancc. Tht:sc arc signs that indigc:-nous pcuple ire hcginning ,o reali.:e 

the: impurtancc of\\ rittcn history. 

In thc Chur1.li, \Hrk'r- of the Churd1 maga1.1nc KuuniJ..:a blJs) thcm,1.-'.l·.c, ,dth hi,tnri..: 

tupic,. Thi.'.) prm iJi: ,hurt notes un the udh i:ie, uf the Church. Other, repurl 1he death, 

of kl!m, Chri,tian ... or k'atkr:.. ui the Church. :-.b:tmi:tn~ h .. \C.: t1 (>1.·n,1'1l' lt•ndcr, of the 
Churl'!, a.,d k<c'l.'p Church minute.; <111d rl.'1.·nrJ,. Jutk, \1 hii.:h \\1.-'.rl' pre, H1u,I: pl.'r!onnl'J b) 

m1 ,lliri:tr1c,. Stud ... •11t-. u! tht·olo.:'..' ,lit' being t:.uglt1 ho\\ t<> \\ ritL' ,hl>rt l ,,a), 1111 rhe !iiqor: 

• J - '' • • It ,_ ' 

• • . ~ . .. - ), ... .! . • . - .. • . - . ~ -

J . . . • - . . . ,_ ~ . ... . 
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SAl:EVATTING 

In EV1\LUERI?:G VAN DIE HISTORIOGf'l\1-'IE Vl'.N DIE la'J!O?!A- ·1r.ooc, KERK 

Vl.N SE1,TR.Tu'\L-AFRIKA PRESDITERIAJWS 

l). C ' i ' (I • Ir. '.k \ 11 ..... I' . \,di ',,.r '1 •• I \,r I., Ir .. 
I /..ll I •1,; 'I r .. I ,. 

f , ,1 I), ' r I I \h 'I h-. , f fl, d\ \. 
t,llJ .. r It d ' \.In d .. • d . •c.• \ ull Jic 

\' 1.: Kc.:rk \, 11 ') 11'. r, I\ • 1 1 I '1 ..t n 
\h.·k In '.\1. ',l\\t l 'In,. I. 

n; t-. •k d , , 1 u 1 1,r ... h •.ti 
1:I d1,; ,:ulp ,.n die i11h .. v11 ,c !dr·t, die 
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,~1k1111d; 1 hcl 
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• c I t\
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h,4 

< >md,11 die \fnk::11e g .. , ,,o, d \\,t~ ,tan ·11 mnnd.:lin&c oorlC\\1.;r;~g, 1s hulk• e1-.:,ri11rs me op 

~1 nf 1,e,kikb.1~.r 111e \:l1C1c\,cl di1 nit: '-U makl k i, om in hil~rdic hrb:md mnndclin,:;c 

oor\·\\ering tc e\,tlu .. er en k icbr .. :k "le. ,s Jn die L111g,te 111~ !lier om uic [C,h.iedi.!1,1s \,Ill 

L11e ~ (..fk in !\l.tl,mi t • rt.:konstrucer, aani:c,icn die rol \: 11 dre mht'L'lil'-C hcv,>lking 

,1,tlocnJe in: g ~--n~em ,:..I \\ord. I mtliJ.: k.m dit s1cgs dcur inlicc11i.-c 1.crb•e,;kicdkundigcs 
1

1ehuorlik en krit'c-, :1.;Jo .. n \ ord. D,1.1r ,., "erklik 'n dr.~gendc bl'l10cf1c om mondclinrrc 
nc,rk\1..nng "P ,l I rt tc ,tcl. 

Die fCrdorm~crJe h1k \uei, akadcmic!-e fC'ikooldes \\f,l sy bcl)dende lccr,tcllinfs en 

hedkning \Cl'-t,1an. I l11llc moet drc kerk sc ge\' · ·th:nis in termc \an die. Skrif b6tude.cr. 

D.1:1rom \\Ord ·11 g .. reformeerdc mctodc \.in die intcrprcrcring \'an kf'1J.:ge~kicde11is hcplcit 

t. 1 aanbc\ccl. llkrdie mctudc hcklcmtooJJ die oppermag \an <iod oor die ge..,kicdcnis t.:n 
t'•c g.:-hru1k \,111 'n \\etcn,kaplik<· mc:odolop;c, 

Die \t·rskillenclc teorct1~,-!. tcolu 'IC'it:, pr.1kt1c,;e en tcgnk·se p1nl>lc111c 1c; uitgelig l!ll 

\ uo std!.: nm 1mlle te omkom, j,; t'.Cclncn. 

IJie navnr,cr rnoet ~ehclp \\Ord l>tll L1ic d,Jkumcntc wat \erband lv1u met die ge..,kicde11i 

,an die i\khom.i-sinnJc \.111 d,c K.:rK \~111 S.!ntrJ:.!-Afrika l're,;bitcri.ians tcr insae tc 

bckorn. IX arom is UH! do"um .. ntc in die mcc hoot.irgicwe, 111 Kaapstad en in Zornhn, 
ge1y., en \.tll komrneniaa, \tH>r..,:C'n. 
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