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[being] given to parodied material in the parody and may also entail some criticism of the
parodied work”. Rose also thinks of it as essentially “comic” (1993: 52). Like a joke,
she notes, parody involves the “controlled evocation and destruction of audience
expectations” (35) for the “creation of comic incongruity or discrepancy” (31). Yet, as
she goes on to note, parody’s humour need not be at the expense of an object text

(hypotext) or genre.

The notion of the in-joke is also a common point of reference in discussions of parody.
Dentith, for instance, writes that some parodies read like a “series of in-jokes” (2000: 24),
while Brower considers “the mark of all parody” precisely that “smile of amused
recognition shared by reader and writer” (1974: 4). The correlation has even been made
in reverse by writers like Nash who consider the allusive in-joke a kind of “minimal
parody” (1985: 78) in which “the jester invites the listener / reader to rejoice in his own

literary and linguistic knowledge” (77).

Yet not all writers regard the notion of laughter as “indispensable to the idea of parody”
(Kiremidjian, 1985: 52). Although Hutcheon agrees that refunctioning is a basic
principle of parody, she regards Rose’s association of it with comedy as “restrictive” and
prefers the “more neutral” (1985: 20) terms of her own definition — and a parody like
Wilde’s The Picture of Dorian Gray would seem to support her definition. Rather than
associating parody with any immutable intention, Hutcheon prefers to emphasize its
technical aspects, calling it “an integrated structural modelling process of revising,

replaying, inverting, and ‘trans-contextualizing’ previous works of art” (1985: 11).
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