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According to (Pastor, 1998:154), “Democracy is much more than just having the

opportunity to elect public officials, but it cannot be less”.

Diamond, too, in his assessment of the procedural definition of democracy, asserts
that there is more to democracy than just elections, and consequently draws the
distinction between liberal democracy and electoral democracy (in Huntington,
1997:7, and Plattner, 1998:171). According to Huntington (1997:7) liberal
democracies are not only characterised by elections. They also have:

(a) restrictions on the power of the executive;

(b) independent judiciaries to uphold the rule of law;

(c) protection for individual rights and liberties; and

(d) a consideration for minority rights.

On the other hand electoral democracies choose governments during reasonably free
and fair elections, but they lack many of the other safeguards for the rights and
liberties that are common in liberal democracies. The importance of elections as part
of the "democracy package" should not be underestimated because, according to
Thakur (1995:220), it is indeed the competition between political parties during

election time that gives practical meaning to democracy.

Even more importantly the majority of the electorate should regard the elections as
legitimate. This is especially the case in a young democracy with a history of deep
racial divisions, such as South Africa. The implication is that the credibility of the
electoral process should not be in doubt, for “electoral credibility is the cornerstone of
representative democracy” (Bailey and Valenzuela, 1998:47). It is this electoral
credibility, according to Bailey and Valenzuela (1998), that will produce “...important
immediate effects [like stabilising the political process within the country] and pave
the way for democratic deepening”, as opposed to the long term effects produced as a

result of the consolidation of other democratic institutions.

The notion that an election is more than just a singular activity at a particular point in
time is expressed in the works of Dahl (in Harrop and Miller, 1987). Similarly,
Schlemmer and Hirschfeld (in Moller and Hanf, 1995:2) state that an election “is a
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http://www.econ.iastate.edu/classes/econ102/merrill/fall97/chap6-10/sld073.htm.
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