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would show an increased “outside school” or “inside school” historical consciousness
even though an intervention might aim to increase such a consciousness. A significant
finding is that the case for an already existent historical consciousness related to the
variables of class and gender holds. Instead of increasing the levels of historical
consciousness, the intervention resulted in a surfacing of long-held attitudes, perceptions
and beliefs of people, society, the past, the present and the future. The intervention
succeeded in bringing these complex layers of variables and related factors that impact on
perceptions and attitudes to the surface. Given this complexity, it was also concluded that
an empirical study of historical consciousness amongst youth through an intervention

over a limited period of time is risky, if not of little value.
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experimental) and qualitative research design (e.g. triangulation through journals, observation
and interviews) to investigate the research question and how the various aspects of the research
design have been operationalised. A detailed description of the research process is outlined,
explained, discussed and evaluated in terms of what was intended for measurement, how this was
operationalised, the research problems and the attempts through which such problems were

solved.

Chapter 4 is titled “Profile of the Learners and Teachers™ and provides a detailed description and
explanation of the qualitative and quantitative ethnographic data obtained of the subjects (both
learners and educators) in the pre-test, through observation, educator and learner journals and
post-experiment interviews. These units and levels of analysis (educators, schools, race,
language, socio-economic background, and parents) are clarified and explained. Macro and
micro level concepts relevant to the research question are described and explained. The chapter
explains how the researcher intends to use units and levels of analysis (school type, language,
gender and class) to assist in the analysis of the research question; how these profiles assist in
explaining the perceived change in attitudes as shown in the quantitative data between the pre-

test and post-test. These units and levels of analysis are used as the intervening variables.

Chapter 5 is titled “Research Report” and provides an overview of the problems encountered by

the researcher in the field and how these may impact on the findings of the empirical study.

Chapter 6 is titled “Identifying historical consciousness” and operationalises the research
question and hypothesis on historical consciousness and Cape Town 15 — 16 year old school
youth. The chapter presents both a description and explanation of the quantitative data (pre-test
and post-test) and the qualitative data (observations, journals and post-experiment interviews).
The method of triangulation is employed, using the qualitative data to supplement interpretations
of the quantitative data. Data are presented, analyzed and explained through the use of
comparative tables on the pre-test and post-tests as well as to illustrate differences in attitudes
where relevant between the pre-intervention and post-intervention tests. The relation between the
data and research question is explained. The research question is operationalised through the
analysis of data on a set of questions in the questionnaire adapted from the Youth and History

survey. It would be expected that subjects in the Experimental Group (those exposed to historical
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