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Figure 5: Typical vegetation encountered in the sites in northern mopane veld.

METHODS

Fieldwork

A four-seat Bell Jet Ranger Ill helicopter (with a pilot, navigator and two experienced
observers) was used. Counting marker bars were fitted and set to delineate a 330m
wide strip at a height of 53m above ground level. Height was regulated using a radar
altimeter and counts were done with the rear doors removed. All counts were done
during July after leaf drop and replicates were conducted on consecutive days at the
same time of day. Speed was constant at 96 kilometers per hour. Navigation was
accomplished by heading and counter heading and tracked by the navigator on a 1
km? grid overlay of the 1:50 000 topocadastral map. Figure 6 illustrates the flight
lines used in the counts of Loskop Dam Nature Reserve. All replicate counts took
place on consecutive days along the same flightlines and were GPS assisted.
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