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empowerment rather as a process that makes power available to the community that
can be used to gain direct access to resources necessary for development and some
active involvement and influence in decisions affecting these resources.
Empowerment within the context of this study can be viewed as the ability of the
community via active participation to gain access to resources necessary for

development by influencing the decision-making from which it is allocated.

Capacity Building

Capacity building can be defined as the ability to anticipate and influence change,
make informed decisions, attract and absorb resources and manage resources to
achieve objectives in an efficient way (Morss and Gow, 1985: 135). Within the
context of this study capacity building is viewed as the process of increasing the
ability of the external stakeholders to influence, initiate and direct development

activities.

Integrated Development Planning

Integrated Development Planning is a process through which a municipality can
establish a development plan by considering or integrating a range of sectors,
development activities, and stakeholders to focus resources to achieve development

aims (Department of Constitutional Development, 1998 : 3).

Integrated Development Planning can be viewed as a strategy to align all actions,
economic, social, spatial and institutional to achieve particular goals for the short,
medium and long term. The IDP is thus a management tool which establishes a
common agreement on development goals. To ensure effective implementation of
these developmental goals, it must be reflected in the municipality’s budget in

specific projects.
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