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eliminate entirely the inherent limitations. However, the sources are reliable and have
been subjected to rigorous academic scrutiny. One has endeavoured to overcome the
ecological fallacy by not drawing personal inferences on the basis of group observation.
One has attempted to avoid simplistic reductionism by incorporating sociological and
other empirical data in one’s analysis.
. Ontological dimension

Although the study is essentially cross-sectional, it has endeavoured to safeguard
some of the inherent limitations of conclusions based on observations made at only one
time, by approximating a longitudinal study.

. Teleological dimension

The study has a descriptive foundation from which an explanation of the present

situation and circumstances is attempted.

v Epistemological dimension
Both a sociological microscope and a theological lens have been used in the study.
Whilst much can be learned from a rigorous study of empirical data, the writer affirms
a belief in a spiritual, invisible reality that profoundly impacts the visible.

. Methodological dimension

One has endeavoured to maintain high standards of accuracy through inductive as well

deductive theological analysis.

1.4  Chapter Overview

The study comprises of four chapters.
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