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ABSTRACT 

t 1 f ti ~rt at t e h,potl 

f rm urrcd II erta n M d ~ll' K 'lgd to nbs f pr , 1al g , rn rs f ti 14th I 'ith and 

16th l pp<'r E 1p11a1 n n ~ 

Anumc:d , 111al, t a, l' btt1 an n ~, 1d11, d t\\ r , f I a, :1 ular t nb o,, ner$, it 1s '""'' 

pro~t'd tliat t ,, as an fo I th mai /t' • 1 , n ,fa c1 rra tr I d 1,111 h had be-en de,, lopmg 01 t'r 

a gnrn J-)l'nod 

It 1s also pro1 scd that 1d11le th~ trend can be Ira ed lrom 11s g,ad al de, I p111c111 an ,lac latt.-r 

I art ot the Ol,1 K1ni;dom III a numl.,,:r of tombs, 11 can be seer cxenipl f~I t 11 he I ad,ant;igc 

an its dc,elopmi; and cle, cloped lorrn an ccrt•III tombs at Bt'll1 Ha~~n 

In .1dd,11on to 1dc1 lll)lllg u·rt~m 1conngr11ph) iu l.>1 i;raplu .I tie mtent1 n s •o 111•tilv tlus 

c:011clus1on b) e'"111111111g 1~1c rd1g1u,.s, ~o, 1.11 u11d l11sto11cul , nd111 m 1,h1 h br ught tins ab ,ut 

,,nd ,,l11ch r,c:r.•u~Hy It"<! tu 11,d conllnua1 011 

In or-. t do tlm the rollo" mg aspcc11 ue cL unal 

2 

"'t.- at,,,. v t u1 er1pl1\ the Jlijlure 111d rul,·~ o narrat11c 1,h1cl11111\t hi" Ir :sent 111 

t, ,,,, al 11,~11 r, ~ud the alnlit) or ,con.,11111 h) to , mr I, "1,h su h rules 

The: i;• ogi,~ h al ,mi I mor, al l>a,kground to the t\l•tt'nce of :l.c: ton t:.s I r,d~r 

d, cuu,on 

The J.,, elop,w:111 ,ar, tomb art s beAr111g on the dr<urM11,• co111.-111 of Ct'rt .1111 

tom!,~ •11,1 tl,e ,•11011 CJI ,tl,ii ,us iymbol ,1111 Inherent HI the mural, l,o1h 1,011,,g,aphh 

4nd l11crogh·pl11r, 111 ordn h' .. ncrcnt1•tc kh,ee- t1m l)ll•UI'. l1rn1 ind th,• 1co11011r•pl11c 

hrograpli\ "l11ch 11 111:•oduct',1 

The rd 161, ,., nine <'f,IS appl,cJLle lo tuner a; l11cn aii< ,'\ and lun,IJ pr ,:par atron " that 

t1111e ur 11nr,11gatl"d to cnde.wour to A1c en•1r •he c,trnt or con for r1111v l\lth the~t" 

cunct"pl> rt"l1t11 t.' to the c,,m1ru,t1on of the tornus un,ler re, 1c,, 

The: suc11l cond1t1011> ""•nt ,ll the µ,•r1od 111 "h,d, the prupo1,d l,",grJpln, ,1 trt"nd 

de~elupt"d arc e,a11111wd <\Ith a ,1l'\\ to tl,r1r fl\>Ulole mllucncr rd,1111e to that trt"nd 

6 In the 111a111 the 11,'" 1 1111d rn11d1m,m~ c,prr$Secl 111 tlus d1urrtd\iOn ha c l>et"n reacht'd 

b) adhering to ht"rn1t"11.-u11c pr1nuple:1 .if rntcrprct•llon ~nd ccrnrr .. hem,.in 

I 
I 
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l 
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SAMEVATTING 

f'I & 1 m d • h,pc•csc tc to<'.'li. dat b1c,,rnltc In du: ,o,m ,an 

rk II het In $t'K re ~!1J..lel K runknk grafte ,an .,.r.,,,ni.1alc regecd,.,~ ,an die 

de B Eg1pt1ei.l' d:strlkte (", omc)•) 

ur uc • -anlJ,k umur s as n ndmduele c11-naard1i;hc1d ,~n bc1 aald~ gr•fe1cnJa,s, \\Ord 

nou , rgcnel dat did m \\ u.likhc,d die manofestas1c 1,u 1an n algemenc nl'rgrng 1,dt oar 'n 

&'-'&C ,e t\dperk on d,e ant\\ Ud ,a, 

Dur ,,ord oak ,o rgcstel dat ur-... ·I d,e 11e1gmc nag,~p-,or kan \\ Ord 1anaf sy gde1del,ie 

ont\\ kkd,ng m n adntal g1attc mt die: laaste deel -an die Ou Koru11I ry,, d1t die bcste m sekerc 

nfte b} Bern Hasan as \l)orbceld ,~n dre ne1ging m want\\ ,kkeli:nde .-n ont\\ 1J..kelde 1·orm, tot 

uitdrukk,ng korn 

Benc,"•ns d1.: 1dc1111f1I 1-1<; ,an •el,.c,c ttµes 1kcnogr1f1e u b1egraf1cs Hn ~ud, 1\ <lie d,~c-1 ook om 

h1crd1e ge, ol:;trt'kkmg te rcg,cr,J,g d,-ur 'n ondc,so.:k na d,e godi.<l1cmt1g,., rn.iatskaplikc en 

aesk1edk1111d1ge i. ei.taude "at d1l te,, ..,,,g Kebnng hct t'll "Hl u1temdel1k dairtoe gele, hct J,n d,e 

nc,glr:g n1e ,0011cgeduur h'-'1 n e 

Om d,l d ·en,\\ ord d•e ,olgendr ,np<'ktc bcsprcek 

Ott' and ,an 1konogr1fie 11,e aard en ret'ls Hn narrat1cf wat m b1,,grahcst• 111 ,tenaal 

dlll\\Cs1g moct \\ees. en die ,ern,oe ,~n 1konografil' om aan sull..c n...-ls te voldol' 1 

2 D,e geografit:st' en l11storn.•se agterP•, id van die graftt' onder besprekrng 

3 Die ont,\lkkdmg 1an Cg1pt1est' grafkuns soo.>s d1t ,erband hou met die dekorattewe 

mhuud ,111 St'J..t're grafte t'n ri1e kanomeke godsd1emt1ge s1n,,ol1t'k • l.e1de wat 

1konograf1e en h?ero.>glil'\H" bct•tf • t'1e aan d,e muursk1lderye, o.>rn scdoende te 011ders~l'1 

t ~Hen hierd1e rnnboltek "'" d1t' 1konograf1c!oe b10grafie "at d1t mgde1 het. 

Die godsd1t'1ut1gc konsepte van toepamng op lxgrafn1sgebru1ke en grafvoorbcre1d1ng 

van daard,c tyd \\Ord ondcrs(){'k om tc poog om te bcp,1JI tot ,,atter mat~ cbar 

ooreenl..omste tussrn h1erd1e konseptc en die kons1ruks1c ,an die grafte ondcr 

bc,prt'kmg "as 

5 Die rnu1sl..aplii<t' tcesi.nd,• u ;1\\es1g tn d,~ tydperk tot' d,c ,oMges:elde b1ografiesc 

ne1g1ng 011!\\ 1kkel h-t, "urd undersoc-k rnct die oog op hul moontltkc iiwlot'd met 

Uf'trckl..mg tot dJ.11<11e 11e•g111J; 

Li In h,,oh •. 11.. ,, d,e 111e11111g, c:1, gc\'olgtrl'kkmgt• "~t 111 h1rrd1•• , erhrndel111g "eergegec 

h<Jrd, bcn·,I.. ,11.,t 1111gnem11111 , an ht'rn1t•r1t•11t1r:s,: Ii, 11111sds ,~,. , crtolk1ng en b.·gnp 
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loh11 t\11,/, '"'"• m\ JO, ft,lu, 
11',•, I uni• 1/,,, l,.J[ 11,, .,11h , , 
, l,hl m 1111· ,1 ,,11111• ,ll\', /.,/111, 

~1 ,.,,. Ji...,il "'I '""'•"'"''{'/ 

f<obt!rt Burn, 

ror 1111 h11,ba11d, 
"1th "horn I h~, l' shar,·d lllMIV , 

lllt>rry dAy anr: dunbt"d <ountlt>ss 
h1ils, nonl' bdtt>r than dldt of 
B.-n, I l,1s11n 
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► 

PREFACE 

,1 tie end ft I t 

Ber ha (Bti I I\ 1n Il II J 

,. fg tan x1
1 

rJt1 n F 1· d later E.mpt E~, lnra11on Soc1c:n) 

th, e,pcd •·ons o• N \\OOr\ and others to B.-111 I fas111 and d­

g tht'r ,, ti ti c r, rds of the I\ ork undt•rta~en ,it .\lt•1r by 

E. J k nan bt-i.,een IQI.; ar d 1°24, "11'1 t\\o subse 11.ent ,ofumes mued during IG53 (,\1EIR 1-

\ I), pro,1.lr "h~t ,,111 J rob.,bll· be the onlv cornprdu:nme records of rhese tombs, at the tunt' 

of their e,plorat1or lrkdy to be µrodu ed DdtnJtgr"d rm,,r to their e,am111at1on bv the ab,l\e 

expeditions the tombs hne smce that t1111e surt.-r.!d e,t'n furtl,rr Jq1redat1om, part1rularly 
tl1ose at ,\leir 

The 111ur,1ls at Ben li1sa11 although the least e,riused tv tht dements, "ere .it the mercy of a 

colony ol b. u, and m ~dd,tiou de,doped a gr<")' and daf1g1m11g surface film Rl."cent efforts, 

hc,,e,er, ha,,. been mad.- to clt!.111 ~nd restor,• som<" of d1c,c rnurnls 1,l11ch ha,e \\ell r1."µ,11d the 

~lt<"1,ll<H1 and h., cc 1 ~ m 1ed ,,111~.zmgly , rrile arid colourful work 

n,e el Benh I ne rop .s reccr,ed e~rly d.rn1age due 1,, ']tiJrr) 11·g ~nd to 1, hat rnust ha\e bt-en a 

fatdy de,u1.1t111g t'Arthquake 111 ,mc1ent tuni,s 1'111ch <:racked tomb\ dp~rt 3nd brought down 
rooh 

,\letr, ~dly, not onh suffc,r~d frnm 9uarr}111g but also from the dcpreda11,,m uf those seekmg 

material for other b1. IJ,ng,, ~nd treasure and ,1111qu111es liuntt'ri I\ ho forcibly rer,1, ed "hole 

p1t'(es of tht' 1nt<"nors Bl •ckr,1,,n speakmg of the d1ff1cult.es under "h"h the work was 

undcrtdke11 records, a11d.il11m frurn """ seaso11 to the Ot'\I an,! tft., d•mage i., the rnurJls due to 

e..,posure ,rid a f'll'1,.1ltr1g desert \\,nd, \\fuel, St'r\c,d to u11d,lil.1s1 them E~tt'ns1,e cl. ... n1ng \\AS 

necessary bt'fore ,op)1ng \\h1.l1 1\,1s carrit'd out III e.,tr. mcl\ d1ff1,ul1 rnnd1tlllns, the paint 

lrl."quently bt-111g l,Jc,,, 11 ,,fl th, 11 .1lls as tht' copyists 1, orked 

From tho1e murals reprodu,c,d 111 1h11 drssc,rtat1on 1'111ch ha,e bern taken from the respect1v1." 

reports, 1t \\ di ~ sec,11 thJt tho1e fr.,m Bc-n, HJsan are 111 tht' lllAln I astl
1 

clo:arer ,Hid more 

complete than those from ,\lc,,r Tlw la1ter lh're prodt1,ed rn a 10111c11 IJJt larger and more 

abstrdcl lasluon and rcq,ured 11111,h ad1uH111r:11t ~ml rr,luu1,,n 11 ord,•r to reproJucr them 

C1erv effort liJs U<eri 111.1de tu 1llus1r,1te 11,,, lt'\ t •"•· fll•td) altl1,>ugl1 111 sonu! 11111,1nces the 

ri:pr0Juct1011s Jrt' ll'u d,·tr th.111 110111d h.,,. be,·n d,·s:r,•,f Ir 11 h, p,'1.1 th.it ,,,g111san,e 11111 be 
taken ol the clilfi,u!t1e5 u11uer \\l11d1 thr orig,nJls 1,cre podu,t'd 

\\'1th tlic <'V"f>t1011 of tl,e pl~n of tombs ,\I ~rid A.? ,\l,·1r, 11hrch h.1\ Lt·t·n rt'produc.-d directly 

from tlit• ur1~1t1al h'p,lrt .,II ti,.: 1011,I, pl.tra lia,c been r.dr,n,11, t•u~11t1.,I d~t.lil) 111cludo:J and 

metric dinwns1011s 111d1<.Ht'd Or1i;111,1lh th,•,,• tomb,'"'"' r.-,ordcd rn f«•t and 111d1c·s In orJc-r 

to slio" tlw ,ar1.tt1011s 111111u111rn) p,t de~1g11 \\ht'rt• possible tl,t'St' liJ1c also lict•11111dudl"d 

. ' ' t ( 

i 

1 
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\ r t f 

'r llu At 11 d ri l ~I lot 

Th r, f or•s thr•11 c,H' Me 1 

•• d 

, 1 r l L lt11 ,ed In the m.nn, 

I • 1' I il riod ,u, lt os 

a enn,, 11t of tie t,·,t ,111d ot, 

,11 g I ott,·n .,t \a 1.111 <' \\Ill. t 11e ongm,11 recor<li. 

nan •'S of d«eawJ tomb O\\ ners, .,!the ,6!• apparent I~ th,e ,anl<" dre 11mdered 111 a variety of 

\\,l}S In the .,bo,e r,. Nth, -L.. fo, ex,1111µle, 15 1:m:sl:'11ted as hetep, l.ot,...p, hotpe and hNp . . 
Con~,d..-r.rnon "a g.,en to this probl,•m but 1t !,n•n1<"d prc~un,ptullul to override the original 

1,orb ar.-l b11ng tl .. •se \dr&;it,ons 111 lmt:, pu11n1ldrh m nc,w of the fact th~t they are sull usi:,d 

£\<.•n at th,. J..,rt'sc:nt 11m, a gr<'al rn,ltl\' ,an~t,ons 11111~n.l1tt:rJt,,•11 .ind translation still occur In 

th<' 111a1n r,.:r, ..-ftut lia, lwrn made to \\,,J,. by the ong111al tt'.,t In plau:~ nJtroes and the names 

~• th<' ~,ni;, fio"e-.er, Ba111i'S ind ~lalek (1980) ha,t' bt'~II prefened t\ case m p0mt 1s the 

ongmal rnle of el Rcrshd1, as g1H·n m th<' Ne.-berry J11d Griffith rerorts and the more fanuliar 

el,Bersha •~ tn B.1111t'S ~,,d /\hid. In th!." mtl"resl> of c0ris1'tent} d,tt,ng 1s ,ls0 as Baines and 

~lalek (lClBO) -\II d•tes 111 the t~,t, \\1th 11,e e,<,-pt10110f111od.:tn authors, art' ,.,,m1dt>red to bl." 

B(. unl<'~s o· her1-ise 111cl1c,.ied 

,-\ d,ff1n1lty ,1lso occurs ,, 1th tlw tide~ Nom,· ~nd N-1marcl, for "h1ch there 1s no specific 

eq1m ,km 111 the te,a Ori6,11.1lh uf Gr,·e\.. nomenclature, English 19th century scholars found 

rlo d,ff,_ ult) 111 re< ournng to the Grt·e\.. s11ire "est.-rn classical sd1olarsh1p "as prom1ner, .ly 

base I thereon Bia, kma11, ho" .-,N, ust"s both Baron and Co1111t in interpret mg titles of Meir 

rwbl.-s .and ,-!11le tl.e for111.-r Greek rnle~ havt' bel."11 usl."d Ill tlm ,, ork, the Blackman 

1r1terpretat11.,ns ha, e been dos( .irded smce they arc essentially of western EuropeJn usage, and 

there" httl.e 1ust1f11,1t1011 1n applymg th<"rn to Egypt,,111 pr0\111c1al o,crlords Insofar a, possible 

thf' titles erpa-pnn,e and h,1-pn11ce, ha"~ bt-en retamed The former 1s understood to be 

hereditary a11d the latter an appo11ned totle 

In the Be111 lhsan and el Bersh,1 rt>ports transliteration ~nd trJmlat,on 1s g,\(~11 m .;omc detail 

along ,,1th the 011g111al l110:rcgl,pl11, te,ts Bldckm,111, ho\\e,er, \<"11d, to gl\e merely the 

translation ,,nd 1t ,s ofte11 11<'<<'",HY to refer to the murals the1mel1 es for thr: ong1n~l te>-t It 1s 

Sl1b1111tt<'d tl1Jt "h1!e there .11e 01.cas1c,n l q1,u,roes regard111g the ,an0us tr~.islJt1uns1 nothing \\'as 

found 1\,,11 c uuld 1,,1\ t.' 11,ll11e11, t'.I th:~ d1\scrt,111on 

II 

' . 
. j 
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EXCURSUS II GROUPlt,lG THE TOMBS 

H \H\C"r th 

appNred o,er 

rebt1 nsh1r5 

Nom•r I fr 

1 • q ,~t r f fam1h r.-ht1onsh1ps tneH~ably arose 

t th!"\ ,,t."re pnmanl~ the restmg places ol l,1NHrchal 

"h .,. a,,;ulablt- and included 111 the Ap~nd", sho" tht-

1 gists" ere able to d t, rmtne them 

,s on rr ed ,,,th the de,elopm1,nt of b1ograph1cal nMten.,l a, 1t 

1s1•m pen d and for rrasons not nt-cesunl) concerned \\Ith family 

Certain ~ kh-hotp m tomb B4 at l~r took pains to e,h1b1t the lint- l,f 

e had mt- b 1• th I s more rel.-, nee 111sotar as Ins pc, <u1wl </,,II<• 1s 

ncerned than a f n I t I'\ t If 111 am il e tie obiect ol the compamon ul thee 

mbs ,,as t 

fom h trends Hupur ( I 

t ,.,,,. 1it I mb "'', ,, ,f 1l1t• '"""'"' ,/.,,,,, h rath.-r than 

) "I h,n dt1d1lt'd humlrecls ol Old K,ngJom t.-mbs tnt>d to 

discern inn• Iv trench \\1th11 t mb murals '"<n trends In th.- placement of mural, 111 the tombs, 

but 1 .. ,led to do n e tl1a1 ,. 1rm the r.-p«ated UH• of c.inonrcal subiects, ,.,th gradl1al trench 

to,,arch th~ ""I ans,on f these Fanuh relat1onsh1ps, d,f' found ,,ere too trnuous or not 

sutf1c1enth ,,ell documented to 1ust1f, ar,, gen.-ral tren<h .1ttnbutable to them 

In s«J..11111 biography fJ1111lv relat1onsl11ps are 1111porunt s, l.ir a, their dep1ct1011 in colT'poSl!e 

scenes, 1 e ti,.- S0~1th \Vdll of Tomb, •t l<..-111 11.iun, \\l,c·re 1-..hnemhoteps 1,,0 ''""s Jnd hr\ 

,~nous ch,ldren are clenrlv detailed Such mot.f, o,·currlllg 111 ,.-n~ Ill tombs of the same 

nt'Cropolas, ho,, e, er c-an do httl.- but confirm the relat1onsh1ps th-,nueh es, and th,s as~t has 

l\t"\er h("<:'ll at 1s,11e 

So far A> c-c,mpM1son "as ,c111u•rnNI ther.-f,,re, the tombs \I ert- grouped for d1scusmm, not in 

, espt!<t of f•nulii:'s, ,d,1Ch "0111d ha,e bt·en 1rrf'lf'\ant, hut Ill relation t o contt:npurarv suh1e<1s 

for comparison '"tlo1n tlu sphere o l b1ograph1c,1I 1<011ograph, nm "as f'Ss<?nUAI sm,.- 1t " 

iuggestl'11 that th.- trmd \\~S '"d,•r-ipre~,I than \\ould ha,,• ll<·,·n found ha,! 011t• C'cnluwd one,dl 

to 111d1\1dual ta11nl1es Tins 1s ,,ell d.-rnonstrate,l b, th.- 111duw1n ol I lathor ceremo111l'.'s Ill 

se-.·ral llf the 1\le1r t rnbs ,, lu,h co11ld be cornr~trf'd "1th ea h otl,er hut ,, Incl, ntJoke no 

ppearan t• lit all 111 the tombs at Ren, Has.in nor the t,,mb at ·I B,•nha Ne,.-rr 11de!s tl,r, "" 

cc,mpa ablt• \\Ith th" lt1tl"r groups as e,a111ples of 111d1v1dualism f•• r1111•,l III th,•"'''"' ,,J ,1,l/1L< 

\\J·~t has l,e,-n sou~lu 1s i, general trrnd to\\ uds 111dl\11lu,1l1 m 011t'Jde th, cano111cal field. s11ch 

111dl\1nu1lmn •"h,b,ted In b1ogr,1pl11c•I ,com•grnplw Tins "011ld not 111st1h •l1t• wo11p111g of 

fu111l) tombs, su. t" a t, .. 11d "1tl11n thf'm 1<0111,1 not 11..-ce\sar,h 111d1,.ttt" a gen.-r.,I nh:>1 t'rtlt'nt It 

d <"\, ho, <"H'r J 1 t1I\ th< groupmr, I 1he sdcctul t.:>rnbs 111 rt-sp« I C1f tl,eu J erwd ol 

,omtruct101 Jnd ,t ""~ from tht$ .l~p,!<t th.it the lan11I} rda11oml11µ~ pro1eJ lv b~ usdul 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



CHAPT R 1 

I T OOU TIO 

1 1 TH OBJ CTIVE 

, me 23 n 

1hr (.,rf'~t Chiefs or 

11\lru 1,on ft, r thf' 

a tit\ once I he 

po,, er 1 he} di<' 

t ti f' f'Mh t-l1ddlt' Kn d m ( 2040 I 40) 

ar I~ I re-<-,~I 1at< ,h,. murals frum u 1>01111 of,,." ot 

I \1 1unl ,1.ndu<h •Ith ugn 1h ,e ,re cl, cun.-,1 but 

, , 1, r / r ,u "I, I I i'•'/h\ 111 1 111 , ,r,iu, J "~ ~ncl present 111 

,:, I n 1 nn b. d,rrd \\ rh &ome 

I I I I If II e I\I 

I I I '>) 

ben 1 

llll b,, f IITI~ 

1 2 THE BASIC PROBLEM 

In m,.d,atel 

n t,r 1I on 

f' f'mLarl. 11 

taC'1'ed , ,ii ti 

ti 

•Ian t 1,n1q ir n the 111n•l, of Eg) p11n1 lmtorv l,,ogr•plu •I 

IM e lx-th h, t ro alh ml ,oc,.11, l ,.,. ! x 11rs11s I l I IC 11c I 

th \C'\I 11 n an 1c,n1 h 01tra1 h, al 

I',\ ""Ii: J 

r 111c-hu;•grap!uc~l 

0111ple, , Mlt'\\ of 

r ,I 

tlr I" 

rpr tall I 

I A in p111narol ,, 11h h •m , '/'""''' rath('r th.,11 

ti c ldttrr l, in hnkcd to our ,, n b1•s ,,umulatt'd 

1 al en, rorunental and c11l111r ,I d ffe•"'1 <'\ e"st ~11 d 4 1, Pl 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



\ 

\ c ,er 

I ;: I P.1 lftt• 1k:i1 h.:mgft u.Ju.n 
th<' 1. n r hifr p<'•,p1t,1a,.. 

rk 

f e·g.. ,. be:,~ e:r,c! 

1 ,tell, ence So far as the Eg,, tians \\ ere concerned 

Kemp ' Cl 2) po nu out tr t the cL:.cu.:y \,e enc unter as m3anh h : ric.:11 Jus: 11 the 

E1Nf:1ans \, ere nfli.cnced an the r : m .. mg bv their O\\ n hist r al ucumstances so ue " .. an 

our •phcre as 1r1 enccCl b, ~nd lar;e. ,rcapable of changing the norms by "h,ch ,, e 

understand ur \\ r a d • rr ct 

s 
$ ., .,. 

~ 
;.. 

' ..... ... h , 

h _,. ' ""'" , ....... "'( .. 
:=+I ► : 

I .... 
I 

► 1 I 

fi 2 Ti,, 111 j ni mur • m, 1 11 fl!>f"'11>1! I 

" ' ti\ 
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, 1h .. u• , 1 I 

at t, er le e' 

n ' t c mess3 c rather : 1 ~n a e 

·-' n f :he rnc•sa c as among •I c· :hni;s a 

e It n Im bl k 1ra far u the anc ent "orld 1s 

a uun ands rne" r~~ hu,en ng curb to our cnthu514srr, as 

c appcucd on the" alb of an Ame·1c3n in,,ers1:v 

f tho: • und of our being. 
me ning an our 

':Ns •rom the d udvant g,. of invoh,ng the ancient 

pec:plcs tn our" dd ra•hcr th.an a I Mn JS to s·ep back tn·o theirs The ,.s.- ot "ords such as 

:hose above \,~1le e e , un •o exp s , relat onsh1p docs so n our ter'llS, ancl ,mmed,ateh 

cnlargn the p be•" e 
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luad a 

I ey pr 

but•lcl-

b 

The f • that, 

I 31 

ti 

textual m~tern1 a ,, 

•nd m the g use 

1 a ari rt 

y nd t o 

an n v a • e, I b, e le~•our ng torn t't 

th sl are and \\ h rc-n am ur changed through 

"ha h gererate 11 1s one of these No ma11..,r 

pon es cf I ~t' hate, e:ir, grttd, pride can b,. 

The forms these emotions uke ~nd m which 

ed bv the crrcurmun es m "h1ch m;,n lands hlmu•lf, 

11 Bem Haun 

f rm ft mb b1 

b<- dctern ned 

d 1.-, I form but also m 

11 et! and 

pl having ~11 de,el..,pcd mm be 

r f h1e1 ;.ilyphs and nc, er se,·ered 

pl> ar be l11,k,•d to ,md re•d as 

e\Slr\ that I on rdrl,, both .. ' If 

In ac rd.n e ,, th h.-rn cneut pr II ple5 ti ere . re 11 1s unendt.:d t de:errmne 1d1•t,., <er 

~, "" la t r ti O\\rter, I the Bena Hasiln tombs, ,nd 

I rnM t • n •h,m In l)f ', r t do this II is 

pr I dt p n 

, \]•- " . . 
. " ,~~ .•• •• - t . , ,, . \ . -
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1 l APPR A H 

RAPIIY AS A !'E IU',1 OF co••1.·u·~1cATIQtl BY 

t matter 

rrn 

d ult, m ti\ a lied t 

t r JI nature: 

tr me g 1n rebu n t a tt ,,.Lol1cal ,aluc:$ 

1 3 2 lHE lrJTERPRETATION OF lHE ICONOLOGY (USING THE MODEL OF PANOFSKY 

1983) BY.-

I) ' 1/11 II a w re po,, f ti c m~t<'nal rem a pe· 

ra 1 , c,, point 

1 4 RESEARCH Df:SION 

141 IIHERP:1ETATION OF 1cor OGRAPHIC MATERIAL USING THE FOLLOWING 

APPARATUS · 

(a) ,, a med •1m ot c rnmun1CAt1011 

b ,\ de'in II n of narrall n a d cld,nit,on ol 1c nograph:,: a, n.1rrJt1on 

(c) 

(d 

(c) 

Fan rarity" tit the 

be ng 1 

pend 

An under tJnd r ft 

Ki lid m d 

tc <lK!ndm 

ternpor iry sphere tn "I ,ch the tcono r 1ph) c,111w into 

I, cultur•I. re ,g,ou, nd ,o ,al t,~111, "ori,. c l ti,,. 

n al dc,d pmc1 t of 101111, rconog,af h, 11111\'1~ the 

,•e per, cl t ether 1,,1h bur ,,I pr,1{t1cc:, and 1
1 

e 

,nd uftcr th, an.,rch,c pertcxl .11 tl,c t'llJ o( 

nd anonrc~I pornn o• ~nc,ent Egypt,.n ~• t ,n 

g neral nnd t rnb art 11 ; rt, ,br 

J 
I 
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► I 

f f pu r t mb 1c0n0graphy, rulttc 

1 Ii ab e to ti art1cul1r period m w hic.h the 

11nt} \\,th tht' l,tcrar; s?urc~ of the pcnod togeth('r 

1al un1,1:1cat1 ns in respect of the 1c1,nography 

In fu1th<'rance of (d) 1t 1s proposed to mvcst1g1te and compare certain Old 

!< g lorn tomln m addition to tombs from the 8,--111 Haun necropolis, 1 e, those 

of the 14th Upper F. ptl~n nomc at M.-1r, ind tfui n«ropol,, of the 15th 

Egyptian Nome at Deir 1'1-Bcrsha Thi' toml.s from the l1t1t"r t\\ o sites have 

h.-.. ., ch se'l o• comran•~n b .. •1g contempo:J')' w,th thos,. at fl,-_n1 Haun 

(I) ln\cst at1on of the human c0nd1uon •nd ps}choloa;,cal fa,ton mherl'nt an the 

soc11I condit ns f the pc-nod. this with particular apphcauon to the B .. ni 

Hu,n corrurunuv 

• 4 2 PRESENTATION 

In \IC\\ of tr.c I ati:re o: th forC'l! '" nuteri.l and 1he poss1ble o~c-rl11 ping conungent wtth1n 

the van s b1 u and framei. of reference II u propoi.ed to present the material m three parts 

p 2 

/1.'i., H' T ~I!~ 

\R • I 

OiN""lR 

.. 
I ~ 

8 

J 
! 
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1.5 THE PRESENTATION OF ICONOGRAPHY 

Th, d,nertat,on ,rg1.i I g the nature ol cer..11n 1cor,ogra1 h, 11 \elected t mhs, h.1s 11e,ess1uted 

the Ill lu 10n of 1llustrat1ons Thes<• ",II be found adiacent to the , e'e, ant te,t 1,0 f .r as 1s 

pouible Tht'\ are pr ectc-d n las adiun tl\e to tlw tc\t but as an unr,,ral p.irt oft he argument 

c ntamt'C! m the d ssert~t,on In th, case of the ,omb mun ls. the close auoc1at1on of picture, 

" ph, and E&>;it an texu ac-c n:uatc-s tlus rel,t1onsh1p 

The herrneneu11c- pnnc,ples to "htch this d,nertauon h.,s endeJ,our~l to conform, ,,,II, 1t 1s 

pr posed 1ust1ty the: <ollanon of a ,.,de range of m.itenal, not al"•}~ 1111111c:.!1o1:dy s~n to be 

rele,ant l>ut ,duch si.bst,11,ttates the I roposal that m <crum mst;an<L~ In the tombs under 

re,""• personal mfluence and cons1d~auons hn" r.-placed con,ent1onat nornt:. :111d th.n thMe 

m turn introdu ed b,o nph,c material m 1conograph11:- form 

1,-.,tN ,1,, 

r-rall (19 9 ~J 12 '-1 rr n,l 1<,.11, 

12 
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CHAPTER 2 

ICONOGRAPHY ITS DEFINI J ION AND APPLICATION 

11 J 1, , II• 1 ho 141 11 , 

1'1111 11 if all 1rru 111 th 111" ,t 
I h II: t/wt II ,l\ ,n • • In.Ill II lH 

ti/ /1 1> , l,ttlc /,,. r tlwt 
chrc: n r 

~ 1 THE DETERMINATION OF ICO~OGRAPHY 

fr t I 

• 

1.; d t nn I nograp}l\ u 

ti ._. branch of lrnO\, lt'C! c 

.r: \, I h 11 onc<!rncd "1th th,· 

The f,dd o IUUJf"('t rn tt.-r 

I \.i, ou up;-c• of rd, ,on 1\ 

r•1 h) 11 rc:bme to rd b om 

'• I of I I. rdplt\ a\ 

a1 

rt graph, 

t: t:f t Ill ns 

Liu• t~ n 

t t 

ti : n I a 

I fg Ill or hu~<" 

j 
I 
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Ill 

:he art cf anc c,11 

h us the khcf., s gn for the clen hcd r s: (Gard ner 

a d ,m, m • c1·e (\\ lk n on l 092 5; Th scan also~ found 

nast pend n t c lC·h and I Ith h the E k o':hc 

and t e en hcd hand amulet fr t c Jtc pen d W lkmson 

n:: 5:i 0-IQ F,g 4 • 4 f I -i fit: S 8) 

F,g S 
R:,ll 
Pal rte 
l:.111 L, 
OIi ,•1,d.1• l 
Pr.- I,~• 1 II, 

. -~ 
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2 1 2 N I O~ RAPH!C ART 

ri 

art I r • t sake 

rt n purpos<' 

rnrmtm('nl th~t 

E gv p:11n art m 

t Cg~ ptl II tcor ogra ph~ 

r I , ts, con cpts or 

comn1t'Tltrng on Bable 

lo t~ .•• ~lll"lent 

o' texts rn the 

ttr :l" t e dt>\ el p11e11t of Eg}'i:,tran 

grnpl \ ar > quant1t\ made thr1r 

ap me t us b} n·ason of rts use 

r b~I s hool o ar II tr 1 :rated, ho\\e,er, nor are 

k1 n <r cd on I 

n e,rapll\ " 

ftrn T ,: and I r ti 

as are ti t" b.w I<'"' ! the Ra1t1C,\s1de 

J,. f ti 

ppt"ars 1, ,th the 

;1d \\ h h formed d r ,•gu I 1r 

part r the- f mrrar\ f rn Im r th ~, \\ K I gd r 

S, h icon ~raph~ ho\\e\Cr ,,a n I d•pend-nt u,ron ,e:\t ~• d III man; 1mtat1C<'S c-oulJ stand 

alone- lnd,,at are that m wne hes, 1llustr.1t1ons could and d,d .,,,st apart from 1e,1 

\!though m "1411) ms:J, es II e \lgnt:ttes do rcpre1cnt all or i an of the p,11t1u1l,1r spell to 1, h,ch 

they are Mtached, there are II st~1 ces ,,h,:n the 1to11ogr,;iph) a1, ! te,t bcdr no rdat1on to each 

other (Fau J..ner U ; 14) Tl11s lc.,!l t-1 the ,cndus1on that, ho\\C\Cr •hev may ha\(' b.:en 

,om C1\ed 1, 1th 111 e the-\ 1 n 'It's" rrc II quired b, ,, hoinsOe\er pr.-1 red tht' te, ts, And ,ddt'd 

llS cum11!,·red suit be !, m t 1 es ti" sptcm failed 

\nrue-,, 

pap) r c0•1. stl"c! o alu 

F,ul~, e• s Book of the Dei..:, com1nl"11tS that manv f\.nl"rary 

hut I c1 :r.i: .i, s auc! that I apcrs lb and 143 \,ere ah, a}'S an 

, gne-nc r II B If 3rd .i h rr <tU•te I r d rn~n1 funer ,r, PJJ \ r, comml"J of almost 

n :hang uut 1! , tut., • tau J..ner fClO~ I:) This tl"nd t. re dcfu c the cor,ce11 of th,:-\e 

, nu h 11, ,I e eu of m ••~I. \,1th magi prc,1 crtui~ 1n,orporat,~d m 

t1 • 1"1 1 pl cab t lht' afte-r I,', ~\ld11ll11str1t , re1 resent rrnnanl} a 

f t (' 

11, 

. . . 
• • • ' llo, ' , • • I I • • 

. ' ===--------- ·- -'--------- ----- ' 

.1 
I 
' 
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rJt d a 

1-r ,,,..,. .. , I H 

d 

'I\ re a ph.ibt:t al:)• 

l"'ie,uuon Alphabcu al 

a th y may be arc ah, a1 s 

Kids )Q -.14 F1i;24 a /rg0 S.: 

Fr• 10 lll:.ir111w:e/ fl 

n thes exam es thoe lcner B ,s purcl) d rat1,e, the H ,,h,,h ,s the in,ual lct:cr to the Booi.. 

o· Ex d1..!> nc r, rates the sw t ng cf · he Hebr.-" b: the Egyp1a11 and the sl.1ytng of the 

Eg) ptran by ,\I c but the :hemes MC merely de oratl\ t', t he 1c,1 ,ind ,llu~tn11ons hems 

separated Jud tht" garmer.:s in :he 1llus:rata ns :h,•msehcs conformmi; to contemrwran p,tt .. rm 

The~e cannot be c mparcd 1,nh r .. rcgl)phs 1,here the p,c:urc ,,. pramar)' "1th th.: r:1µh 11sel• 

incorporated in and subscr. ,.-n1 to the, 11.ttrataon 

On" nnat c.>nc, . therefore : t ancte"t E'i,\ptaan ,con graph,, an performs ;a func:1on 

cm 1 ,,, t u,.. at .a• ons m \, I h ,: rs t md anci h, to be dc:c•mmt:d m ti ,. I, h of those 

situa:rons a \,a\\ bear • n n rd t : t5 pr n n fu u n 1s mmun ~at.on 

2.2 ANCIENT EGYPTIAN ICONOGRAPHIC ART 

\ . ~ . -
• '- II ~ / "'• • 

, ' '-
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► I 

the n cpl f 

Jed artist 

Is bcrr c out b, ti c 

f t t at th r .,.a rlltt ma • m ancient EgJ,pt The 

t~m I use ,ere I f r ,,O<>d st nc ctal r;; She cites the 6th Dy11any 

b of N1 An1'h Pe m ,, t; h she SJ s the cxhortaucns tc "look at the work of sculptors and 

p.:amtcrs and look at the ,,ork of craft m n are the same and concludes thlt 1he d1stmct1on 

b t,, n aft en anct art u \\as rrob l;! 1 t 1niportant (1072 24) 5 

\\. ',._1n ~ t c r h qu 11 t) ol the" rks of art rasscd do", t us by 

t c E~pt,u, " t me temples~• d :ombs, po,nu out th.>t the works 

hemsehes e\en amulets nd e\\ellery An ot be understood merely from :he ar:1.t1c point oi 

, c,, or I desire f • mamcnut1 n, since the I le of the art \\H sc closely connected to the 

rehg ous bcl,c,s of the ~-op c 1 o appre •e one-, h~ bcl,c,e I 1s essenttal to undcrst1nd the 

tl-ic-r and 1 , nu, s that tie sin un fv ni; th me found m Egypt,~, art 1s Its S) ,,il•olic 1r1,•ss,1g,• 

W, '" s n d> ti t •he Eg pt1nns soue,I: to re-present many oi their 

re 

1.ednt \\ 

f the cosn os such S} mbohc pictures and symbols 

ndcnul ,nd un een ho:h 11nmcd1a1e ,ind und rstand.,ble 

e c;i1 agree \Ith this,, ses mcnt H should also be pointed 01..: 

that :he S> mbols arJ p1 :ure~ themselves need to be und.-r t od ,,,;r/1111 ,heir aim ,J hcr11, u part 

of a cultural s>uem 1f one Is t cornpr.-hend •he mtcndcJ ultimate commumc~11or. uen,·ecn the 

symbol and the lr,tcrprc:er 

:imce comrnum a:ion 1s n : c nf ned o :he mmeJ,a:c stnll ,,l»cri.111011 of .,n ob1ect, but 

m,ohes comprehension "dun :I e nte,: • tl-e SJ here m "lu h 1t 1s lound ti s lmngs ,a t o 

the 1<011d ;::, of Pan fsh \\ e th ,ter th r ~• 1 of u1 J rs: ,nd11•g or •j,,, I.J, 111,,1/1111;; 

1-luch H:g~ c I nar:a: n Th s 1d , ,r tv def nc l :I· tl,e narwe 111r,111 , f the 

1cor.ogr~p!11c cb c : 1s one f tie g·eat c ft ult s f ti, mterpr~t•t1cn ot u1c1 nt Eg:,p1an 

"111 ng. rt h 1s propcs<"d to d ,I,, th ti 011 pl!', probl .. m m th secuon on nur.it on ur,d.!r 

231 

2 2.2 THE DEVELOPMENT OF COMl,'Ul,1CATION 

B rn of the ne cs a ' mn te I.>, ~ 

, 1su1l rec 

cxped1c1 t f dr~1, mg a r 

the context of c,crv-cln lite II d 1 

B 

11 j a d •I e desire t produce~ 

fr m t e s11nplc 

e urred ,,·1th r 

c.i be found m a 

\ ' . . . . . . . . 
,. 
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I 2 
.,.hf "r I particular 

tl111e " I e entua ly 'o t th II rag n 

.,. u d br 1mpo t m kc su h n ch rt for Iner gl) r I s m e t L •gnn ns .a 

of pl ture \H1t g and rePJ a med so o, er the ler.gth o' lt5 Imo" n period. s ,.- ~thtnr over 

vean Both he h,crnt end demo:, ,, r ~ ,,ere c,irsl\c and to a lar , .,.,,, , '1ear or gmal 

p1ct ,rc-lormata n \\Cre developed i r c cry cl.iv ust: but the bu. luc ,: "l' ,i,1 , form the 

textu I rn tter, a d to larg xtent be a e c rnpcment part of r1 1011. Ir , both tombs 

and temp rem,, ed un harg d 

2 2 3 CONTROL OF THE ICONOGRAPWC MEDIUM 

Bond d t 

h erogl) pr• 

the ser.1 e 

,.,, 
fa lrlC'\: 

' r I US n ept 1, I an earl, ge control o,er the 

1 ,, able 

suppcrtmg mst , a mul:1ph :~ 

From a pleth a r 

gods 

pr <!$thood t 

E ,p,t Os\cr e,olved a sang c dogm ,tac rdrg on, 

of th ma or and m1r..ir import ,nee and mnuence 

,-c:, r, e,cr11l maJor de tit's became nauonal or ro)al 

~M cu!t and n:u,11 tl.~re ,,as de.uh n necessity for the 

a m s: al ~ rr T~e m narch} pri~th od 

and relag1ou on epts beu ,111 ,, l ,.,, 1llo ~ ig,, bcmg tr m n11 Nrlv 

tame desllr.ed to appear m bot~ t.im and temple, the I nograpluc-conumm1ca:1on n ed,um 

became r1i;:1dly c ntrolled ",tl11n the bounds 111d ne~ds of the rd,g,on Tim cnn de.uh be seen 

m the tombs of :he Old Kit gd m, par:1cu' ,rly at S iqCjar:.t, In the mast.,b~s of the roval ,rnd noble 

fam,hes (Harpur JQ,,~) 

Durn,g this period high stand>rds and sl-.1!1s ,,ere de,c-lopc I .,nd mJ1nt11ned Ho1,e10:r, the 

lo\\ern g ol the,e stand.,rd~ b• ~1"1C ,p 

alter the 6th [)\l,J :), ~nd "hot 

en,,uled all tho e I I a re 
consequen e or this I k t 

from, erv g od to e,:rem ' 

1 hu situ ,u n Ilse!' I ,s ul 1mpl a:1 

not only 

untrn11 e 

tra red cuf1,rn,.n "~ ire,,•,; ! 

" uld npf r t • ,t' 

111 "I en ,, ,th tlie d1 1111egr i:1011 ol mon.irch1.1l po,, er 

"do.:n rat,s :1 11" ol tomb ccmtruc11on 

11 01, n : ml.is to d so '"ti out re~trt 11011 I he 

rk I p , men! t mus ,, luch , ancd m qunhtv 

s Th q 1Jl1t) of the \\Ork,,, the tombs dcrn nstrdt 

durn g o d1ffi ult and a ar I p raocl but the use f 

of ti em~I ver J·1d In ,b,htv t I r "e 

n t e ,:an lard .,f the,, •k r :he t m B I Hnsm 

. . . ' . 
. , . . ' . ;. .. - . 

• ' " , ~ ' •, ( . ....Iii_,. . , . I , • I 1 , 

. . -p-. . 1, 
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224 TH n 

pfrce II that E;;,pt J'l a, · r pre ent 

RAH A' r. 

r- 1 

'l te ti,,:, c nt I g r r m E.gypian a:t 

ht ,nirg of the 3 d 0-, nam Oa, ,s calls th,s 

l as "ell formed ac rd n1, to / "" 1J.11 ,1 md.ir l 1 

, ere con erned m the 

Id appe rt l~- eH~ on 

r. •nd anv 

ar bond 

6e t us ,e,e to them 

( d ()r ab l11v on the part of de art il -i q tu•g \ n 6 ng n•,n lt'S 

d abdomen 

ntran to an) 

s ggC!.tton of 

n be ~een that 

On th e •erm 

' l 

• tr te I 

a 110n the ar• 

beu g s<1bsen 

de c, •tt n f •n a-rt t >re , h con 1dered do1>11 to 

ti e ~ l s ~· 1 n 6raph1c 

e, I " the np; 1re11tly 

! , I pe i fr m n , c1, the ilrtl 

' .. :, ' \ ' . 
\ • 1 • 
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th 

e g ~ 

cd a st m that 

ds a \C ant, and sunphc t in 1 ,,dual 

Fig 11 Tomb 3 Be1 1 / fo. rn West Wall 
7 reg1 : r R girl p11111111g 

Fig 12 
G11l 'P" 11111g 

D :.111 

nanrn.,te bec•stende:itobedrJ\\' fr m1"0,uiwpo1: 1e rrom:hescem•hematterofa 

u.ble or a t.ir sh w1r.g the legs a d he ght, "nh th.- hr e of the t p re, ene~ to g, e a , \C\\ from 

above Ob ects r tood placed on the t par<' .irf'nged an st:ch a 1,Av as to make :!-em apO<'ar m 

our e:,~~ to be o e n :.i;, f ,nothc· b,.: th s scr.es the 1n:ent1on of the .r: st ,,ell as tr.c 

max mum am unt oi exj:> ure 1s given " th fa,trJul repre~enut1C1n of :he: d~• 1,ls and JII 

component par~s arc able to be ncluded e g (SH I Pl XXXV • Fi~ 13) 

b r c• 

pr du.e d t nt 

Fig 14] 

I ,g 13 7 omb J 1'!11111mh r<'p llo:tll I lc1..s.m :> Will 
Off r11tl" i.,il., ,,mat11C: 1/ r"('rr,..,,r.111 11 

tural ld:nes, at'en,1 n ,s gi\en in considerable detail t I lants, 

t c n,e, a d,:-sert are1 thc·c 1s Im e or no >ttcmrt 10 

rs enc agJ • ~t "h ch to set the tagures (Aldred 19~0 S9 Fig -18 

21 

. - ' . . . 

. ------------------ .,. . 

J 
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fig / .J To,'lb f I I tl, houp 24 50 I /11111 111 th~ J,..,, rt {,•t.:erplj 
M, 1rn,1! i-., 1 , d Je. , r ,,.,/1, 11,·.l by,, nv /mes 

Rcqu reel tc " rk a' rge are3 si. a• a" all, the Egyp1an ar:1s:, endeavoured to 1nciu.Je the 

m.nimum ar ount f a~er.a and re r.t>d to the us•! ot reg1s 

through u[ all :he pe•1 fr .-ntly n order to tntrod,. e the d« 

h1ch remoined constant 

J in the role of master, 

r~te a lar.!>e i,ll,,re to,, ard whom th~ various f,gur~s and 

'ltr ed ,, thin t e royol S)sten1 .. nd th!!' •.,orkmansh,p \\JS ot supc:nor 

qu.,hty a b.1 , gnd •,,n Jsed fr 1T1 1, h1ch the a•t1st worke.:I This d<:termm<-.:1 the s1;:e and shape 

,f rhr r~•s rt • bJe ·s l:; Jl'lll •ep .Jced an.-l uni,ni•hed mural, cont:rm c0rrections made by 

Grids-., ere in u e n • e Id' g t"l r des ~ns, re;;re,c!ntation 01 wJter and offer.ng lists, but 

Robins (19;'.l.J -o sa,s that s ,uei:l gr 6 en which figure• weri.' drawn f1r;t ,ppe3red in :he 

! 2th d~na~:y It s ;:,omb e :ha: ;;mh "ere used for f,gur~ in tr~ Old Kingdom but 1f s0, the 

tran~s ha,e d,sai:,pcare,1 Cer:1 :on bs at Ben, Hasan, 3r:d :,.1e1r shu" s1gm of grids ha,ing b:en 

u~ed for dra,nng hu:ran r g•.res {l ~•J• -1 F g; 6 = Fi1; / 5, S'.! Fig -I I 6 = Fig I 6) 

Iversen (s.a i) CC<:":ir.en:s that ,nd1\'1C:, 1! Jtld per,01,al t raits were generally avoided, to say 

nothing of bodily defe•::~ which ,, oulo mir the fi6ures in tl.e hereafter althN1gh he d-:ies conr.ede 

that then~ are,, ell-kno"·n, ,f isolated ex e~ttons to this r-1le 
10 

2.2.5 PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS ANO NORMS 

Before 1.-..\\'mg thr q1.,es: 11 cf the na: re of an tent E~pian mural iccnogr .. phv one ~hould 

perhaps look behin.: tl'\e c..,m;.:,l,;:ec! ,, •'· :o the pr.1-t1c.,I muat1011 m ,~h1,h •he ,conogrnphy was 

produced lrrespc°':,,e of the ,ntcnt. the! t.n.,1 rresenta1, , N the iconcgraphv "as d<"pend.-nt 

upcn the :natcnal on ,Iii h , 11e n1·1: r crif:sman h d '.O" -r;.. .,n<l tL.: me,ns at h1~ d1sr0sal 

.2 

. .. . . 
C • • • , . -

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



I 
I 

' ~ 
I 

In I rr. w. ere t 

Where ro k wu r a 

-~!:-
• rl 
l 
I I 

\ 
1-.. 

I 

I 
1 

I e::--:-~ ~ 
- -, 

_.,. ~'' I ,L- -i 
\ ' V f\ \ ' I'< r\ 

If ~ ~ t-... tv 1 

v v "" .... r:::- I'\ 

,:., l"C V' ~J 

\I ..._ c-...1\ ..._ r- ' -
~ 

.._ 

~ l(;\V '<. ' ---
1-- v ) 

- <. V I - -<.,_ 

" '"' r...~ "' ~ r"-1\. I\ ,_ 
ll ..._ ll' ..... Ll ~ h-4... 

F,~ Io K, eln c f1gur 
n rig:11,,I gri I 

I h 1\1 1,ty '.te1r 

I 

I 
I 

I 

7 
'I 

I 
I"\.; 
i 

lurac:ens: ba I rnc1hods c,ohed naturally 

d nd p ~s:c• scri;cd t pro\lde a surtace for d:rcct 

~amtarz In arc,s I gooa ro ;.; m~· r.c , as mu h favoured) rl'lact carving ,, as th.- norm, b.i:.; 

r lief, t e back1,r ng ra ed t1gu•e~ :i I r 1nscnpt1on, or •i!lae/ t'tl creur 

u:I nes pl led ,, 1th1 

the cont urs S •t t -:e rc.,cr ,, ere paar:cd In bra I 1ar.t colo 1n, c i't.-11 on ;, ti,,.. es~.:i cover:ng 

All the work w u sub1c-t :o <les gn (F,gr / 5 16), , bas c grid and an o,Jtltn"' dra" m~ before 

bc·ng h ndcd o,~ to .. one t:rrs or in the c~sc '>t pair.I apF!aed d,rcct t:> pla•ter, to th~ 

paai-:ers who ,tC rdmg :o AJdred "applied colour m broad m,<scs the t!raught•men restored 

the outlines A scr bal cl.r:aughtsrmn dre1, :h .. 111scrip',0M• (1985 ZS) Th,s orderd apFr.:ia.:h 

,, h h seems to I a,e bet'n an general " e co1 firms :he .,rc:n•se 1L.n a foarly r .g•d m<:lhod 

pre,a ~ 

As pointed out ab ,c gr d.s beg I" gu1de1 nc~ h..d progressc.:l by th" 12th dynasty 10 

udc the f1g,1rt's • ,. ~hes In • c Bc111 Has:in to· bs ,,hc·c fa,rly clabNJtc geomc:rac 

designs appear n ct n • a,• g, ·he ong.nal gu1uehnei arc not ,,s ble tl-c ~ccuraC}' of the 

" uld = l indi .i:e s me measure ot prc;,aratery con:,c,I oscr the patt.: 

1s kn ""that, ~nd "' u rd t r • s • ,e f ccs 6•1 m the Old i(mgd-.,r:1 It 1s r.:asonablc to 

suppc.,se :hat gr c!.s , ere 

2 2 6 THE ICO',l)CRA~' :::: ..,:,!; uF COLOUR 

a prc 

h,cr•, :z. ()<ff? I ) br. e,~ that the cho1 e 

rt'1 1,l ., •~TT'. l1sm 1 d ·" SU h \\U sre 

~ :h• u n :he s-.hools Ho\\C\er at ,his 1s so 

. . -,· ; . - . . . . :~ . : . . 
. . . ... , . . '. 

i 

J 
I 
' 

j 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



I ;)'.3r ol It I, 

d,tferrnt 

2 ~ :t t a lC' 

,\, o,dmg t,, 

1 r l)' and ,n 

nem tl 11 the ·sarri,• ohJeCl 

'f er t ,r 

lirs (Ir, "2 20) 1, , 11ly pertu,ent 

h Ei;·,p ,an I OJH.>gr~, II\ 1, ti, I tonal text 

,, ,, produccct 1, 1th ; 1;111e11t otta,ned from n.;turnl m111era!s, "t:rt" 111 ti,.,_. main l:::as1c, be111g 

black 1d 1te, rcJ vdl " grec, and blue E.ach of th,'.5e d~>,,,.>rs to lta·.i.• huf .1 panicular lun<t1011 

b•:: sir. e :he, 1q;•e , t c inf, ed to the one ~se ,t ts d1ff1cult to aH .. ,s the strl'ngth of their 

svrnbo! sm 

GenerJ:I) the .,sso, it1.;,n of olour ",lh cc:i,epts or ,,bJe<ts rs fa,rJ~ ob-. .. ,.,, Bl.1ck with fruitful 

cart! night and death 1,h,t, w,th I •st,,1l), and pu~,:,ns of pwc tharJct,·r R,·d was assoc1~ted 

"1th rage, a1,d anvth,ng unr<'st;a ned or d.rnge_rou, rnd 1· tht~ conn<Ctlon ,s .usoc1ated "1th 

pa111t1t1(;S of dt"~ert areas Bi 1 as S)ml,,,hc of the l e.l\ens, •.,a, frequent!, us,·d to d,·note the 

tolour o the sl.. n .,1 the uni1.-rsal goJs as ,,.,fl a~ bc,ard, .:ir '"!;' of r•1t•mbt•r$ .:it the .!1\lne 

fan li,·s, "hie >e.lov. s1gr ,r,.d II n rt ,lat, ,,nd "J' ,i,soaated. ,th gold 

\\, ,ns n ( 1 t1 ~ I 0~ d.,, t.:>S .i I- lFter t.:> tl,c s\ rnb.:,l,s•n ot colour, pomtmg out that in a land 

o• ~ 1rsl l1,nl1ght col ur assU"llL'CI an 1mr,01tance o1 11, ,m 11 He f111d~ Egyptian art frcqucntl>· 

mJJ..es .t symb.1!,c statement thro1,1 Ii 1a u,c, ot c.ilo11r He t1:mmr>nl!. on ti., skill of the art1~ts 

"ho, ""l•& cok•ur~ made from mmcral co11 p,,ur,Js \\t'rr> rcstrictt•d t" s1, bdsi< ,o!ours, although 

occ,u1or,J!iv the 11~1: ol other su<Atan,es d,J µ,,,Juce J gr.n pml.., bro,, n or orange He 

co111111ents on ti" ,,1 r.rnc1· of d,c cok""' "h,ch ~,en after so l.;,ng still ret<lm their essent,~l 

cl.ara,,erost1 s (I•·, 10~ 106) 

It " ,.td aµp..- ir thzt '"th 1h-, t1,·11d to,-.11,h md1,1d11Jbm Jttt:r t!!t' e"d ol the Old Kmgdom, 

n1,;i j '"'' r J! 111,tur 'I a, d,·n "" :r 11<,I m ~:1ddlt' Krn,.don ht<'r,Hure ., nu111b.•r ,,I II<'" \\ .:lrds 

e1.t,red ti,~ 1or~b1,1 1\ orth~ Eg1; tuns and .Ht> lo l:Jt.> t,,und 1n 1.-,1, of tlt.,t pen,,d "Among 

the!11S the con <';,t of,,,1,,,r "l,:ch <':lt,n1 • .nses the m..-Jnmg b, tho:,:,.: •nal lldture and of 

I Jfl ·er r.. 

~CJIIJC ,~ 

c I t•f a ,re 1.-n sm ,IM\, :h g n ,! t e1 ,! 1-,1,.1rds the ,Viso,,.11011 ot ,rt.1111 colour, \\llh 1 

1~r1t't) c-f 1d1 m m our n dem sc,.,: 1 ~ a l:lue mood e.- ) ~ .. , <:rthd,,,,. "h,le die colc,urs 

used b, the II c1'1 L.,; I 111 s ann t ,rb tr.nh be as• .,n, d 3 , er,·: er Ill.I!\" al pr..ipert\, ,n "~" 

d th< E.g\pllm tr r to Hi<, Jl, 1 t \\J'• s· mbol 1 1l ,s 110: bnon<l the bou11d, af pus•1b1l111 

that ol.;,ur i; J\ \ , a pa•t II tht.: r 1eo iogrdphv 

·-. . .. ' ' . . . . ' . . . , 
• -✓ • -- ' • • 1·. • ' ' 

' , . ,. .• . , ~ . ' . ' 

·l 
' 
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2 3 ICONOGRAPHY DEF-11,ED AS r ARRATIOtJ 

2 THE DErn, 0'• , ARRATIOr, 1·. tCOl'.iOGRAPHIC FOR'I 

nr )m" t ant 

~~ rJ D1 

1nit131ly ne 

nuy, sa)m that 1t def. 

In resp«t f r.arrat1,c Hl Egy~ tta'1 art, he 

h •ell a t rv at tr s me tune posmg the question 

~.:h k (1~6 t a ma e 1p s• ry 1s fkt,on but socs to Im'< both fact and l,•tion, 

u ur.~ the l..atm f,z t'tc • to rr.3ke or d and /rngae from ,, h1cl1 °1tct1on ,s denveJ to make or 

sna~ He mat tairs that tt 1s m h st r) thit the t\, o clearly come togcdu:r ( I 96S 2) He finds 

t e Grc.-ek ,,ord fr m ,,I ch h st r)' com,.s to hl,e acquired t\\O meanings (I) 1h1116 s tha• hnc 

I aprened ar.J ., a , ord d ,er ft th,,t ha,c h ppen d ·s1 ry• 1uclf u pan of 

h st n F, ·• n en ant f fa t F ac.t m r, dcr ,., surv" e m•.Jst become 

re lt n
6 

sha t the anish r:,., dcech f m.-n (1 t'lf;~ 1) H,s arguments 

ar ba <"d n the II pt th,t a th1r g I , r re 1 c'\1sum e once it 1s done er hl~ occurred, 

\\here a t r gr d ,...x,su rt 1t a s r ,s de\troyed An a t of narrame, ,f delivered 

rall I on ~ ho prt'm1Se I : 11,.,med ate' 1t leaves the speaker ,\:J that can remain ts the 

r«crd f :h e~ent , l h ha• t be rrude n or form r ~n th r :o sur,",. 

Th!S 11;.&11 g 1/,. r r { 1 11 •• I ,s the feld m "h,~h both i.,,1 .md 1co11ogrnph}· are 10 be 

f und and ,f "e nr~ t con ,der &co, g,~phv linked to narration, th<'n it ,s tn tr! htter capAc1ty 

that it mu t be , i< , d lco 1,rar h~ •s • made rec, rd o• a tlung c• .:,ccas1on, u tak1n1, on the 

role of story-tellC" bee m~ itself• form fr nrauon 

2 '.l 2 ICONOGRAPHIC NARRATION TIME AND EMOTION 

In oul er textual na:rmon there ,s ht:!<' tliat ~annot be acco11nted fc, Descri, :ion of almost 

amthmg an be a lue,ed and the r,me factcr can be accomrnod.11c.".l to su1: the stor} bem;; 

na•ratcd ,\ : n :e d~ed m p, 1 r , fash.on can de• rtbe people •nd pbc,~ tcge•her "1:h 

c er,t ~ d art ti ad t f a srecif, :em c, en a t,m,•p1 c co 1:d detail 1c 

n !Jn' oft dcJ • ,., t t " 

t'OC 

C t 

er three Ja, 

" 

, ,.I I 1, e n I ph• a on:• 1ucd a t1 n e ,!I a b.11: ,. 

"'' t.t I ;e,f :1ube:ouet \\( ann t 

i r ex, nr e sho\\ ,ng ti a: , battle "as i ·,,, ,: 

ti< 1IJr tr d1Hd 11
1 the reali1, of mo, 11 g tune as 

n, and a: oo: c,m nl~ be ugg ted In other 

us tens 

all ,, 11,g I r the m• rod. :,on f 

\\ ti I t hen , tau 
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~ pc t 

r,tu n l 

the 

turc dept I .. d III the 

n r bn t \HIilen des npt I S 1th IS IS prs.:, a lent Ill 

ft~ 1 on &raphy ~resent III any such murals ~mg 

narrat e II h rac•cr Ho"e er the ad 11t1 n of a c ption. "h1le ss1stmg III mtcrpretat1on of the 

1 nograpl 1ca,h depicted s ,b • d es r. : n essanl) negate :he nature of the 11cture 1udt ,\ 

good example 1s the Ba)euX Ta~try" A product oft~•• Middle Ages m Europe, tins farr.ou~ 

expcsltl n of the quest of Bnt- n by \\'1 laam th,. Conquerer m 1060 AD has fairly detailed 

captions ·11bro1dercd mt tl,e fabr c uf the ,,orl tseli \etc n\eys an 11s iconography a graphic 

st ry, and Int r. far l nd tht." ·11 ge ! the captions (B~rnstean 19 5) Gaba la (l<l70 b) 

q tes r\nn Perk ns in respe t f one n thod f dep1ct11 g , arrat ,e :1 Eg\pts•n p1c: cnal ar• 

She cal s 11 a 'rn naung s-t~H ·, and fmd that n rep,est 1u the most important and mos: 

s g 1f1 ant rn n e • to n, c ,n entire n ry Tins ,, as a 11 ct hod brgrh ~ l. pted m the 

pn} I n period The P.~ttlef1dd Bull Liby, ant'. Narmcr pal~ttes MC den examples (Aldred 

19S7 79-1>3) In : eh s:or, per ods ,,ha e this method "as salt occas1onall} uuhsecl selected 

su ces 1,e q:, od f the t r) \\Crc m re popular Tius hn been cal' d ·111uit1ple-sceni: 

narrau n" (i'-.1 scat JCl53 7"J-~6, 

\\ c are farm liar "1th this m : od, smcr ar 1matcd cartoons are themscln!s progressive static 

dra\\111 • 1mpctlcd ~:o moverr. n: b> :he• eel ofthc,r presentation 

Cor.!inir.s onese: : an 1cm r &~I ti>n art or,e must concede- that a ume factor 1s 111~ ercr.' m 

man) f the mura thcr sche \\lthot.t ti 1r haqng a;i\' app.irent form c-t 111omat1on \ \ 'c ,an 

tllee u a!I c..xamp!c the trad1t1 n~l t mb of:c,111;: scr-nc, deccucd s1tt1ng before the tJble heapt:d 

,,nh food ,an ,s c-m u le a t1\1:tt•s be ng <'nactecl a,ourid hun \\'hilc \,e kno" that the 

,, h le c mpos1t1 :i ,s svrnlx,l1c and 111 o:po•a:es" rnag,c c nccpt of the 1dc.1l1sed .irt becoming 

re.ihn ,. c do kn \\ that the 1, h le o~r t r. n c ncemcd " tli . 111n, ·,•ii," ,1,,. ,,,rt11 c/ rh, 

I t11b hi, lu I 

A 1, all , h1 h I r nt ti 

, , r JU tan 

became pop lar 111 tl c ~ , N 

"'" 11<•rs ldtt mclud111g, ~s 

1rn<.'\ 'ti .. corP5c by bo tt to 

I 1h , 1li1111: II, 1 / tlC It IS 

ue t th de , , i n h, af:crl.fe, s,n c 

ur ey b) boat f r the cor;»e are r t 

1 , \ •hr u ii tic ut dcrnorld on!\ 

•o t' e urnc\ to 1\byd.:,s ,\;:am tl,c 
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In u , • th r:,gl I 

t I di ti ~t,1g rJtc pre-;e11t d ,d pa l nut.-nal th.,t tl:,·,r 11,t .. rpretJtoon 

b, e,trer1 \ d1lla • Al:hough th,~ ~re pr.i.lu<e<l a511,n,/l.'.), pt<·C s ,,t \\Ork, their \ery 

ext tr-nc.- 1• 1 n~ d to tie um, 1act1.,r th• uih the rwt11r<' of the ,ubieo rn.ltter the) portray 

A lurther asp c· f narr.,t,on 111 ic.onog·.,pl11c form 1s that of emotton Probably the first 

1t1r!,rn11ons ap11ear in the ·tatu ·s of the l'.!th dynasty wh<'n c;ire\\orn or tro,161.-d faces such as 

the life-•,m"d gr<') grn1 ,te st.,~ue he.,d of Sen\\osret Ill from Med.irnud c 1850 ,, h1ch Aldred 

descr1~, as oned \\1th co11ml<:1 ti\ brood111g features (Aldred 1987 136 Fig 9-1) This ,-as the 

l..,nii "ho ~upprcs <!d 1h, Jhl\Hr ot tn•· f<!ud.1111ohil1tv oncl11d111g the nobles of Ben, llasJn 

In th.- Ne1• K111gd, rn burial pr.ices5101'1 \\1th profe,w•11AI mourning \\ut1w11 s~1ch as those m 1:1,. 

tomh of R~mose (Carbm, J <•oo 151 r ,g g I, \\'1ll<.1t1son 1992 3-l f 1g 2. =- Fig 17) are fam1har tn 

tomL ,,t the period Prou~bl~ the d,·athbed Kcnes uf the Prmu··ss Meketaten on the walls of 

the Poy.,I t n1h .,t l di d-A111arn.,, ar..- the mos\ penon~I of all the depu .. t1ons of mourning 

(Gaba II~ 1970 F 1g -le = / it I 8) hut ,t must be noted that m both the case of the mournong 

\,omen .rnd the 111ournong ,\kl,t.•Jl.lten family, doe d«.>p1ct1011 of grief 1s stereot)ped and has bt>en 

Jch1e"ed by tht' ad.tf 1at1on of the h,.-roghph B8 \\luch 1, th<' \\rotten determ1nat1\e used 111 the 

,,ord ,~kl.\t, "1t,u11mi11i: µ,,m,Jn 111 .1dd,t1on to many other words for mourning and mourners 

(Wilkinson I gg:! 35 = I 1>: I OJ Tins use of the hieroglyph c.rn be seen on the papyrus of Ani of 

the 19th <' Ot) ( J q9:! 34 t' 1,; 3 = I ig 20 J and that of Nes11anebtashru 21st dynasty ( l 992.34 

F 1g 1 = / I>! 2 J J 

Cupch1k \Httes of the problem of non,,·erbal comrnu111cat1on 111 paintings, "hich Gombnch 

defines ,n three different \\ ,1p, Jrtuent, trad,t1011JI d!ld 20th Crntury (Cupch1k 1987 227) He 

says thH Gombnch assun1es that the goal of the aesthetic encounter ben, een viewer and 

patntmg ,s corr.mun1cat1on a,,d understanding ( 1987 232) He quotes Layton "ho says t hat 

anc,ent u~age stressed the i,otent,al of art for e,ok,ng emot1or.s through symbolism T ms 1s 

qu~hf,ed by the fact that ,t g1:1,crally reiers to art III non-literate societ ies ( 1987 227) 

27 
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F,g 17 ,\foumrrs 7im1I "J 
R.imo.,• 18th J_v,1.1..ry 
(dt!rwil} 

Fir. 18 De i:h of ,\.foltet,H<'11 
Roya! 1 o,r./, Tell ~l .\:n,m,,1 

---

Fig I 9 Hieroglyph 
LIKB'rT 88 
1nourni11g U!mn~,n 

Fig 20 ,\,fo11mer,· 

Pl.lp_vm• of i\11i 
19rl, dy11<l.'ity 

F,g 21 Funt!rary vigncrte P<1pyru., of 
Ne, 11,m,+t<l.'ihm 21 sc .lynascy 

28 
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dc11 11 , or a story m art, 

fmd ,vulcnt In tlw 

hn tlan art 111 th of" h1d1 he fuuh rm\lmal 

h .-111, lta,tie laritv 11, ,,.e ol con'<mt1011al 

r bo .n Id I tatt ,g nunurmati n e,, a uory rurtuorung as•••"'''' 
J,, the ,l/,1,0 , 11c ( I os Zl i) 

Naturnl1m1 m art, "'hr h ts attributed to the Cr<'CH dr1dop._>ti 1ech111rp1t's to dramatise 

my1holog1c.il UOrtt'$ and cornpuu,1tt'd for l.1ck of 1110,cnient, \\1th 1ma6 t'$ of 111n1mal 

anstabtlaty, daJt rs flo\\tr,11 Arme11u or taut mu, lt.-s 

lh~,c ", re ,x .. rnplrf1et! 111 th, rn.inv &.ulptu•e, prudu<t'd U) r;,t'd, ut,sts, 11 lx111g 11SSU'l1<. I dtJI 

•ohons "er,· re,ealed m facral c,pr<' .. ss,ons anal 1.x,J,ly rno,emcnts 

Pl'rhAJ» 011c of the best examples of an e•nc11onally-orrcr:1ated ~nClent Grcel.. st,1t11e ,s that of 

,~,. Cl1Jr101c,r of Polyulo~ .11 Ddplu Cail 111 bronre, l,8111 h111h, .ind crcat,·d as a 101,Hi 

oftc111 t1 61 the prrn P hz los, ,,hose team "on the ,:1~rtC'I r,1,es rn the i')lhran tt,1111.-s rn 176 

or 474 B It rs ,B tha• ma,, so: a l.i ge group of luu1•111,l,a11d churvts .ind 1ii .. 1r 1, , .. ,,, \\h1ch 

prvbal>I) dn111111 't'l ~, "'" 1 1 ul ~re~ 

I h~H• .1lrt'ad1 111duded ""' 'J 1 1 tllw• from a sclrloqu~ on ,Ht from S(hrc,ner\ ''•")' tJ/ ,m 

,\f, 111 I ,mn Ir a part ol ti , , • :u, the d.aracter has tlm I~ u, . 

"If 11~ J·r.k 11/' tllt' /111~"' ,,11,/ 11,1il n(, ,, • r 111, U'tl "m ,ll'otJlio 1/i,, 11·h11/1• ,ton:• ,u,JJ .J[mu,t 

,, ,,,,.,,,,,.r 1/1 ,ri,111111• ,g,1111 /,,,,,, /11,,./, 1 ·t 1,., h.1// the l·,~{1· r>/" ,\111111/,,, /11111/ota ,Jul l<'.Jl'I!> 

IU 1,:11 r/1 Ill 1/;(' /,1,Jr t, /, /1 fi,11 tit,• 11•,/ 11\h /1~• • ' 

The: 11rvup l•I chariot, ,r Pol~7 los "a\ o•erturn-d •n,1 b., .,J by 1h., t'uth, 1 ,k., of 37 3 BC Tht' 

ch.nutecr 1s he on· r n ~1n111g pie t', rn,..,mpl('\t', :h<' pro, erli .. ,i "finger an, ,1a11" but Sv strong 1s 

tl.t" 1111a11cry that "1th no drtfi, ulty II rs pou,hle to sre li11:•, 1 Im ~, tu Cl\' 

He st•nds unn•ohtle. ft"et r1rml,· pl•n•rd Jrm outsrrc1cl1ecl with the 1, 111>: ,Id 111 a cuu•I grip 

Thi'• JUO, clt'ar.v 01,• of µrop1.1r11011, 1,.is Jd.tpted t.> b.- 11s1blt' ~00\t' the d1ar;,1t al the ele,ated 

p<'s1t1on 'Th, 11' 1s n, d1ff1rnltv III compr(•hendwg tlm fig,.1rt' Ont' car. ,enst' the momc-nt of 

triumph rn the )l~11Cc, 111 ti" ,1rnle held 111 died ash<' p•r .. les b,·forl". the iudgt"s ~nd tht.' crowd 

1 f-l' g.irrnt'11ts h<' "t! irs rn.t l11s ht'ddband ar<' ,vrre, 1 111 all de1~1h a!:hJLol!h the .1-cent 1s not 

upon them n, .. r.-.. 1 tell their U\\11 <tori N,:it to b..• sc·t'n, the} Ar<.' 11• ,i,~,,i,eh,es e1u,a1i-,e ol 

the- 111\t•grity ul 1hr art 1st "l,o des111ned am! made tlwm N,, p-Htr, 11I,, cl1A11otet'r 1s 1111e11dt"d 

The f,gure r,prot·111, :I< , 'I erienct'll athll'le l0111po:t111g 111 o,.J .• r to du ho ,,,ur to the god The 

hand holding\,., re1m h is lx,·11 tlcH11~d di DII .irt1~11 \\hol,• ,rnd lull ot \fgour T,:i \CC tlu, 

f111ure 1, 10 e,1 c11 n , the nllt • .,,. <"m1.1t1,:in ,1c,ru111r, 10 ,1 Onl1 three.: 1.,,., Jn.! , 1111 rcni.11, of 

the horses, l>t11 "1tl1 n,;,th,, g li111 thl' f1gur, nclf, ,111.I the: I rol.,·11 r•'ln\ the .irtlSI 111\ c.1µturt'd rn 
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Tii:22 
Tl1e Ch.m :. , 
of Dtl;/11 

r •i: 23 lft'I.! f 
tlw ( h~ric,c, ,·r 

Th, \\ell kno1, n sc 1lp1 ire of Arollo Md D~pl ne m the f rghc ~Ju , um m R me (Berm,11 

t rs Rt'11~1 u Ii nl tr d,:, ~nd neg' t no de1~1I unoht'd II tic 

Ir : 1 lull o mo1cmc1 t fr 111 the Ir 11~. thcms h ... s t 

th,• lea,, s sprou g r, m tic:- mi;<.>r~ I Dari 1, It 1s t 1al!1 depend, :it upon t<'\t or or,I 

rl • ti r ' 

r i11 ,c ,, 1th ut the .-\polo D,11 Inc m, th It 1, u!d , 

1, h e the r i mpl, O\tens,bl1 di Ir• ued, or I e s lmfc rea 

t I C'CC , s ulpturr but nits rr 1d 1au1 sm I IJ1l t 

" 1k I art ts ,~!u I, 

. .. . 

-I 
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JD 11111 

I· "u the la1,rcl ,, ~ th made b\ Ap 1 fr m the tree mt wh I, DJphnc: \, as tra • r:ncd tha: 

was awarded to the q • ors In the P)·th1an gam~ 1n ,, h1ch the h ir otec:r had competed 

These t,,o P'" es of art pro, de an cxcc1 cnt example cf the p01,t,t) fem tton 111 the myth and 

In the ca e of the charioteer, the d"e;:>ly emo:,vc reaetl n t rel :, 

I: this c.;,• •s1on •Fpean to he 1rrele,a::: 1: 1s subm,tted that t I IS n t s sine~ nc mui.t beu 

thn Wpt' f u essment and re po, sc n d \, hen c s dc,mg anc1e t E \ ttJrt art Th~t "e 

c! n t r ad1 y re ,se cm • n ~ OF osed to r 10,cme1 t tn a 1c11: Es;\ Ft,rn 1c noi;r.•f hy, does 

n t mc3n th 1 1: ,, \ t pre en: tn one fon 01 ,n 1hcr 

The prob,em 1s to 1d.ip1 ur F •cept1on :o that f the ,nc ent f.~r-11,ns 1n nrder t " determine 

,, hether tt w s pr en• a1 d I th .. f rm that 1t t k 

In •l11s •e e t th qr-•, : •h H' t de ner f: " •r m1.a, pb a pa•: \\ c can discount the 

pvm ,rt a, " p du eci tht' ,, rk un but nu t be a•, ire of the ab1ltty of 

the de tgner t pa:r n f r "I h " rked C mbnch in 

ompann pr 111 c 1 1 tr •t on r, nt • an ch1. r I Here \\C hJ,c d c rr,ost 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



. . 

le l~t f 

s is 1 •u I Q<1 f ;; ; l J 1g .5, 

Fig 26 Sr M,whow 750 A.D 
,1,ig/, S,1xcm C.iritrrb11ry 

Fig 25 St Mutt/11n,, 7rh cei,wrv 
A.D. Trinity College Dublin 

These t\\O 1llu~trat1or.s, ,1ppear in rdig1ou~ ;\(SS from the 7th and Sth ct'ntunes A D They both 

e1ep1ct St J\!Jt:he\\', but while th.- second figure can be interprett-d from its symbolic content, 

th• first hg11re hJs n~ symbolic or othe1 vnlue than as a decorative pattern Even the symbolic 

picture JS con,erned iv.th a ·men' s1in t, and neither giv.,s anv idea a~ to the original 1'.latthe1,· 

figure 

These would be c:n~ :l<"red 1l/1«tro11/m1, ,n rd.rnon to a ,\(S but one would h,1,·e to deterrrnne 

th,.,r nJtUr<' 1n .;irder ;;, ~<"tine th<:m corrretl:, Certainly they are not commllnic;it,v<•, and even 

the symbolic one would nPed someon.- famd,ar "1th the d,:,gma ot the church to Interpret 1t 

Th,s approach, ho"e,,.r, 1s Intentional and where the use of contemporary clothing orcurs it 1s 

pornbly dlle merely to l.1ck of knowledge or tht' prevailing custom 

A fin,,! ex,1mple, tlm time ot 1rt1st1<'. ,•,rrr, 1s th.- follo"III& 1llustr,H1011 showing J 5th century AD 

l.hnit1Jn mo\.11, of Jes. Jnd h,~ d1sorf,,, from R,,venn 1 

. .. .. . . -. 
; ' ' ' . ~ 
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\\ t r 
rr t a d that ,,c a e dt rault in our 

• l n • u um 111 t.akes n the p,rt 01 the artllt "hc:1 ,-..· car not 

nt I ret 

errone u 

k , mu t n • se thr d or enlireh on tht• pos 1b 'ity of hOrk brn1g 

2.4 SUMMARY 

l"ig 27 ,\fo,aic 5rh ,enru,y A D. Mirnst 
nf g,11nmi-l {'<lll< m OIi rnl.llt g.irme111S, 

2 4 1 ICONOGRAPHY APPLIED AS NARRATION 

.\µi l,ed as n~rrauon 1conogr,1ph-. c,,n, :hNef..,rc, be surnnumcd as an art-form pr.i,t,sed for the 

pro,ecuon of inf rmation •nd conccrmn11, .m c,l'nl Such ('vent, being presented rn J p1,torial 

nll'd1urn, rc.-iches be,onci th.- nau. re of st.Hie \ymboh and invohcs ,,,thin ,uelf the ah1hty to 

present not onh the imag,·s but thc,r interaction ,, ,th one another In ordc• to asmrw• t he role 

of narration, the ,conograph, must pre ent tli:s event n recogn1saL-le, citlv•r 

~a) from tr-c~ 1 ers n~ht es 1m01'ed "11h,11 1l ~nd.or (6) the locat.on, c! tune m ,d1,ch It took 

33 
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ti I I 

I ura\1 II ,r either c~ 

ThC' fa I r ti e C'' 

\ y .! b\ 111g 11cnl ,t n f th 

H"\" H~r the usC' of c1tl er 

J 01 bc:h are dc.1dy f.lH',< 111 

1 d pl~cC" of It\ prcsC'r,tat1on and 

ntcnt1 n 111 t a bt- taJ..C'n to a unt "hen asscss1, g 11 ,~•"" as H posm,e p,ece of 

r n ur at, n r r arrat101 ah.avs recogris1ng tl,Jt due t<> ,u •ntr111s1c 11a111re, 1t mus• be 

as C'd on 1\s O\\ n,cr,ts and \Htlun its 0\\11 <Ultural spl ere 

2,4 2 ICONOGRAPHIC NARRATION AS BIOGRAPHY IN MIDOLF. KING0, \1 l"nBS 

ThC' poss1b1l1t\ of 1cor.. graphic narration uemg pr<.~••nt 111 the f ,r111 of ,u,.,,·,-,e:raphy N 

b1ogr~ph} 111 ,'-.l1ddle Kingdom tombs can on!) be dcte11111md on th prl"nmc that ,t 1s 3 Hlad 

conc<"pt fro111 l11stor1cal, social, and personal ~spects I Im rc111tro · Jtl"S the necu o ;ipply 

hc-r111en<'ut1 pr111c1ples to th<' problt>rn O\er ard al>0ve anv other con\1dtrat1on 11 \'?u
1
:l l.a,e 

to be seen to be a lc-g1cal "'tt'ns1011 of the secular 6C'nrt" mto ~ rd1g1ous 'ramcwork. It •~ not 

suf 1c1ent lo c"pren ~11 opinion thJl 1l 1s \htre, 11 musl be SC'en / •i;1c 11/\' to h .. thtrc 

Cn cntcrmg the field of biography ur llut biography, one ,ontror.ts the sociolo111cal back11round 

to ,,h,ch thC' b1ograpl.cr ncribcs .11d ,he en\11011111.-nt m \\luch he produr.-d the rnater!dl \Vher 

the lllc-grapher is 111terpre1~c! b) :he ,11\lst, 111 "hatc,cr 111t>d1,11n, pamt or sculft•irr tl,e 

b,c;,irapher IS lar6eh Ill the hdnch of that artist, bc111g rd,ant upon lum t,, interpret the b.ug ,1 hy 

,orr.-ctl\· and luc1dh F11,•lh he ,s ,n the hand, of the v'"" .. r "ho c r.-,pons1b1ht) ·: , to 

interpret th.., ntcnt1on of the l.>iogr•ph,·r through the ,,-,rk of the artist 

If biographic.ii material 1s III orporat.•d In th.- 1co11,,graph~ 111 certa,n uf the!' Middle Kingdom 

tomb,, 111cl11d111g those at 8cm ll,1s.11, the JI! th.-se ,Ji 1ous fauon '"II h~,e to be taken into 

c-om1dcrat1->n befor<" a conclusion can be reached 

1 R.-1.,, ,,., Jhti•h11•~rJ1•h1< M• IJ1 , rn 1.-.I h.,th 111 t,1mh, Jnd, cnm·, ,,.. h J\ •"'"' ''' (I "hth~,m I 95S) u~.'d 

tin· 111,/u• n(r i.,rm 

1 N,1t ,-.olJlnl in, 1d,n1, \\ ,lk111-.. n 1111', Jnd 1!111\tr.11<, 111.,11\ , \Jlllpl,•, ol h,.-r,,~h ph, ,n Jrt1 t11 d1•\1i;n, Jnd 

ilr.1\, 1n~\ 
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► I 

' Yl..~ue f dt-•h ,m the R.i 

R.imrs~~ Ill 

,_. Jm of R.imrs,;,,.s II, Hatu, ,11 the ~,-a rcopir,, •l M,d,ncl !-l•hu, temple 

-lmrt, .",. (, (195~ SIS)• t/2~ st n~ w rJ..trs dnll weighted Pl the IOf' with stones togethu wiL'1 a 

K &-th ..ire i:11...-n "" 'hml •cr~h' '•rt and th, n·!.lt'J won!:". Vn,abuLary shows "hmww (U 24) 

, •· ,.run, 1,.,,, ,raft, hmu'f b.xlv of craftsmen, hm11.•-1b clever, slulful." 1bcre is no word for 'artist' and 

s!dful 1s p..,~s,blv the nearest t'4u1,·al, nt 

< Ba11u· Commum ,,ltan and tl"pbv (JYS'1) 

7 Exu ,.,t t.,,m a reply m the catedusm .,( the Anglican rhun.h (Book <'f C'.omrnon Pmyer). 

1 1: learlv to be S<"cn m the c1rrumds1on murdl 111 the 6th dynastv tomb of tne d~t , r, Ank-Ma-Hor at 

Sakkar when' the arms of two of the partic1p;tl\l5 are CJ<tendcd to suit the pose. 

9 A rPcrnt tt-e1arn1natmn of lcn,fr m<'arur:ng uutrurn~nl5 has shown the existence of standardized tools 

anrl appa -entlv unstandardizrd ones The latter are ir.scribecl with dJTercnt scales of the canon of 

proport1c,r; "hich we"' intendc,' to draw preparatory griru for de~orntr-d walls (Simon 1993). 

10 The Egypu.iru h.d no rttlrencf' u, pre5entmg detorm.ities it, l,gures olh, r than the tomb owner and his 

family M,)ntct (1964 30 f 16 l S C.npp!t'd sheph<"rds, 123 Fig 3S Tn" Queen of Punt). 

11 Sh.ibtl 1:,..,, -,f King Tutai, .. kh.un.:n dep,~ts gre_en-fa.,ed god~ (Pulllilm 1990:56). 

'1 Reproduru,'n uf rnulti-<e sloure' h1no~lvph1t signs or, ,off,n Wilkin.son ( l 90~ • 1 Cl), 

11 Gilcl,·d•.,·,,,J~"lftg,1rec,fP1.>h,, 11-hlu" l-,•al l ,,mhofKm11Tutnnkt •r.,• ~ -.1.11rn 1990·52) 

1' G.irdtner (l 959) doe, not g1,c ~ word for'n•lour' ,n the Engh Ii/Egypt!:... I" 

is SoliJ,,quv .:,( Waldo's st.ranger Schrttner 
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CHAPTER 3 

THE LANO 

W,,w ' ""' 11111 '""' n:I ~'Cl•'f.'l u·h.~rl, of s,m,J 
i\nnul l 1pm11 n./ g,,111f.' of loi't'r, Joo!. ,md bia,'fl 

3.1 GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING: THE BOUNDARIES 

John Pudney 

Tr1:iiuon•lly, an<,,.nt Egypt, 1 land stretch,ng narrowly along either side of the ri\'er Nile had ,ts 

southern bound.a~ 1ust south of As\\an m the region of the firs, cataract and its northern m the 

Delta seacoast 
I 

Ir. the the south, control over ti,., territory was flexible, at time• ex • .Jing well 

into Nubia Egypti,n influenc!' over the Nul:-1ans vmed with the power of the mon~rchy, but 

:ruhtary exped1t1on~ were launched against Nubia from time to tune, and permanent occupancy 

extended to the bu1ld.ng of a number of forts and temples 1 

At the t!me of the rmh• •f)' rr.1ght of Egypt 1n the 18th and 19th dynasties, land as far as the 

Euphrate1 fell ur.,'er the heel of the conquerors H ,er this land, while controllt>d by trade 

and tax comm,tments, n•~ver became a part of Egypt as a whole Th" bamers of Egypt itself 

were never extt>nc!eJ to cover other territory in the way the Roman Empire was extended to 

integr>te adjacent lanru 

J,2 OrVEI ..,OMENT OF THE LAND 

For the most part, the developed areas of Egypt, with th'! exception of the Delta, lay alongside 

the nvt>rbed of thl' Nile, ½etween escarpments which formed ■ barrier between the river 

settlements and the desert • reas to the east and west . The large barren areas on either side of 

the nver, backing the fertile fringe, were traversed most!)' by traders, miners, and a few 

wandermg tribes The rnuthern or upper part of Egypt was therefore able to remam f11rlv 

isolated, smce the Nub1ans m the south, wlule exploited as tradmg partners were strictly 

controlled as far JS entry into Egypt was concerned 

In the predynast1c period small communities f-,rmed settlc'Tlenu at various ~1tes along the ri ver, 

but the origins of the towns which we fmd established prior to or m the Old Kmgdom, are 

largely lost to us Kemp speaks of to\,ns conung mto existence d,mng the Old Kingdom and 

sometimes before that, but comments on a lack of conformity, ;:a t ~ular!y m enclosure walls 

and sAys that \\C see here local m1t11t1ves rather than the res ... lt or royal decrees (Kemp 

39 
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H rnung 

The rl) I t 1I e drill Is c nie tural, 

" e· and the cs•ab unda1ab 

To the ,,est seH•ral fertile oa es g ,emed b~ Egypt under the rnonarclual wstem, voducccl, 

among other tltngs crops of dat..- and i;rnpes These oases provided good fertile regions but 

01 'ercd an mccnu,c 10 encroJ. hm,•nt b} maraudmg tribes ag•tnst ,,·horn, at times, F.gvpt had to 

dcfen i mclf For most of Egypt..in lustor} th.- oue~ of the "cs tern dcscrt s!"r\'ed, m ad,iit,on to 

being pro :lutti\'c o1g•1cu ·oral reu, as o,,tposts a£a1mt the LlbyaM There •t'~ar to ha,e been 

no defuut1vt'! boundary I ~es nn either the \\'e•t or East, and ,n an1iq,11t, the ent:re area to the 

\\CSt of the Nile valley was kno\\ n as Libya (Baines ~nd t,.hlck 19S0 i 9) 

James, log,cally, links a thn"ng agncultural eccnomy ,, ,th a thn\lng general econo.,,y and 

suggests that the enc and success of Eg}pt1~n agncu.ture became the envy of Nh<'r races, 

pro,1dmg tne pr me reasons fer tnas10n ancl 1nf1ltr,uon (19S4 :00) 

\\'h,le na:i nal :hre :s u such were fend doff,,,. do kno" !rom fron:,er r.-c-:,rds (19th dynasty 

c 1224 121-l) :h.t m the :,e" Kirgdom at lent, bd um ,,ere u!lo"l"d 10 cron Egvpt1an 

boundaries 111 ,dcr :o obtain ,,atcr f rt~ er flocks (James 19S4 101) 

It rmm be assumed :hat m the eJrly d.1ys the d.:\'dopment of the land took place on or around 

those sites bt-.st s1nted for agricult .. ,c, and ,, htc:h "<'re occupied by the earl,elt tribes or clans 

Inevitably, a,faputaon to the mundat,on of the Nale rnust h"e played., l.uge pu, ,n stabilising 

the local comrnunrtlcs and comm1tt1ng them to a sy•tern of organised agriculture and village 

de,·elopment Tl e former "ould ha\'e had to be carrred out ,,·,thm rea,h of the "aters and the 

latter,, 011ld ha, c had to b~ constructed" ell •bove the dcstru,tl\<' elem.-nts < f the Oood, J 

Since the ,.arl1cst structures ha,c now d,s.,ppc.irt•d 11 1s d1ff1c11lt to d.-term1nt- "hen the 

Egypuans frrst de,ek,ped a system for rn.-.1sur1ng the 1nu11dat1on Tod.w anc,ent N,lornct<'rs can 

s:1II be seen, such as • he c-ne at Elephantln<' but the5>!' poH1hly onlv can,._. into me after the 

General ut1hsat1cn of stone 

E,11\~nce sugg,~n ho ,e-,er, tin: tie '>:,le d"dlcrs le.irncd to manipulate and d1rtet the 

tlood",lters lo,•~ beiorc th,· d,111 tic ~•1od Tim 1s confirn ed bv a mact>h('.1d of the predynast1c 

l..,ng Scorp,on "here the monarch ts sh 1111 open111g a breach m a dfke to .,llo" floodwater to 

f1o,, 11110 an 1mjpl, n b~s111 11 a: th~e oosms ,,ere f.urk large 1s apparent fron, the fact that 

the pro,, of the st tit• buge "h,ch ,, ,,s to earn the king 11110 the nc\\ basin, apJ eHs ,n tlie 

picture (A1,l,~.t 19!li ~ I Fag 17 • Ir~ 2 Staub 1985 I (il h,; 15 .. f-r~ 28 Detail) 

.;Q 
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Fig 2S K11,, Scorp,011 
o;e11111g , b,e ,rii i11 ,1 ,l_,!·e, 
Prcd mu., 11c 
Dec 11! f ro,n rn:icehe.d 

The s enC!' '.1 th.- a chela ma, poss.bl, represent par: o! a re 1g o .s ceremony suggesting that 

t ,. rr..iK n6 o' bas 'IS and c ntrol:ing the food,, ate rs ,, ,s ,, ,. I '"Habhsh.-d m the predynas:.c 
peuod 

In precyn11:1c times many areas now barren, ,vcre covered" ,·h ,c;;e:at,on adequate to supoort 

luge game The l.t::er gradually d1sappC!'ared, possibly drifting a,vay due to clamat1c changes and 

c!1m1n1shmg ,, a:er r<'sourccs Ho,, e,er, as ,, e know, a wade variety of wild animals stall ex1Hed 

an :he E,vp:1an dese,t areas m dynas:1c times and ,,·hale the larger game ,, ere no longer m 

C!"\10ence hun:mg and desert scenes m the :ombs confirm :h,! contu,ucd ,ex1s•c~cc c,f a vane::,· of 

The cu!t1,ated JJnd prod :ced emrner for bread, buley t.:ir bc'"r, and a , anety of vezeubL. such 

as lettuces, omor.s and gar! c as ,,·el! as lentils and chick peas \\ me-making ,, as u:. :lertaken 

from g•,p~s a•1d hon"'.: appears to ha,e r """ bc"n the chief m.-.,ns of sweetenarg In ada.t1on to 

edible c:ops p.ip~rus an,:! !la, pr ,·.~cd clo:hm~. sails, rop<-.l a:.J poss:b!~ lmsee.i 01! 

'.\'hile a •-nc: · of an•n~ls bo:h dom~:1 and wild arc rci:roduccd m tomb mura:s. the 

E~p1ans pndc m the:• c.i;•le is pJramo1.n: Cat,'e 'Pf<'Jr ms ••::,:s both as rd1g1ous offenngs, 

or as here.\, shepherded ,K•ou :he n•1."• er!:: 

; urpo•es Even :her bu•chcry 1s \, ell de:ailed 
ht before the ~:ate o,, ner tll be ccunted for ra, 

.q 
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The tlr 

n~I$ m J g d k nd i;ce.>e For efecdmg of 

cd111g of the ory~ 111 Tomb 1 at Rem Hai..1n, but 

r n: 6 u P\,- po ~ I$ unkno, n 

, pt I r ,a len affl ient n.-1ghbou" can \\ell he i.nclcrstood Cert•111ly ,, hen 

t e flH'r r d ts "ater , d s, ton th agricult 1ral land\ in its rt-gul~tcJ re•1od, t:gyµt <"II O)•!<! 

, 1b11nd.rn e off d e
1
dom seen b1 115 11e1ghbo ''"' When •he mer fodrd •ht" d.-cline \\~$ onh 

a mAtter of time .1nd the ,.ffects '"'re '"de-spre ,d 

3.3 DEVELOPMENT OF THE ADMINISTRATION 

In th,. c;irly cl,nmic period the land \\US di,1dccl ,ntu d !>cries of adm1m~tratl\e cl1stncts (Gk 

nomes) The 2.-: nom,.s of Upper Egypt ,ppc•r on the kiosk of Se1l\\ OHet I Jt Karr.al.. The.>e 

seem to ha,e been fl\ed U) the 5th ,h·n.,st} (B,1111~ a11d ,\lalek 1980 I 5) The def1n1t1,e 

number .. f nom s or Lo\, er Eg~ pt 20 \, ;u not e5tabl1shcd unul the Gr.-rn-Ronw1 period but as 

8Jmes, td ~l.1lek point out the number 4."! had;, S}mbol1c ,.ilue there being 4~ 1udges of the 

dead and, .1cc,11 mg to Clen cnt ,Jr Alexandria (2nd century AD) the Egyptians had 42 sacred 

lx>ch Th s ,s no "a} alt en ti e fat t that th,· \ystem ol feu~I J,.tnlls \\ as established at an 

earl, age and stret hed from tht.' north to the s1.,u1h of the countrv Ont' of the edrl1est centrt':i. 

apµenrs to ha, e been el Kdb, ('!, J.:/.,./•) on the east ban~ of the Nile \\ h,ch together "1th N1:hk1:11 

n the ,est bank \\AS 111 111,, rt~nt scttl<·ment during the pre•J\nast,c and e~rl> dynastic 

periods ffo" ,., ._., "hen "I per i1nJ lo,, N Egypt "ert' 11•11ted undrr one :nonarch, ~lemph,s, 

I) mg at the ~pex of :he Ddta, beca,ne the centre of ro~•I fJO" er 

As edrl) as the ht d)nuty a \\ell-..:st~bl,:i.'1ed burt'aucraq appears to ha\e been established 

Snull tt'\l\ fo1111d 111 ro\al and nobll' burials of the t lllt." ,ontau1 s.i111,·"h,H 111e,pl1nt te,ts wi th 

relc-re1,ce to titles \\h .. h \\t're subseqa<'ntlv f,,und to b<' attacht'd t,, off1c,,1ls of the Old 

Kingdom di d I.lier (Jam<:$ 191:i-l 51) l h., :uzc ~nc.l ,h~pe of Eg) pt, hJ, mg length but l11tle 

b,eadth soutl ol :l.e D,·lt., ,n.d,• cc1itraliz.ed ,ontrol d,fli,ult lnt'\ltauly strung lt>Aden arosl' m 

the f'Hl\ m l'S, and Jlthoui1h n r11111all, th.-se f rO\ me 1,11 go\ trnor:i. "ere ,, trolled by the 

mnnar h the, d,J reprc-scnt a ti real to 1he e-ntral ~uthorrt~ 

f'onrbl1 l>ec•use th, r,rcat,!St Mea 01 all \It~ ,, u m or ll•·•r tho Ddtd, the cdp1t,1I "ds f,rstl~ at 

\lemplus and then ltp" y cl Sf' t ~I, mplu to ,, h1ch the Th,·b.,n 111011archv mm ed th<' cJr11al 

at the u,•i;m1111 6 ot the 12th d111a•t, 

\\1uJ., Hel,opol,s ,ri the Delta 1,a, the great centre of I<,• \\Or~lup \\1th /'.lt'mplm the centre for 

l't,ili th, r1$C of,\,,.,.,, as., ro1al god under th,· Tiu~,.,, krn;;5, s, n,·d to d,·,•tt' rhcbes as a great 

rd1g1ous f<•ntrt' •nd this cont111ucd thr 11i,;ho1,t tl,e gr(' t, r part of the li1stor} of ,lllc1t'nt Egvpt 

1\ gltnce ~t tie map "1II $uff, e t sho\, tliM ,drn,tmtratr,,11 , 0111d not ha,,• been t"asy 

Co111111u111ca1,on 1!1h ui:h d1tf1cult b) I ,uJ \\JS ta1rh 11111pl .. h "11,•r On tht' other lldl1d 
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Ii I , r I r ' " cl ha, b« l nt"" ssMy to •••1sure ., r q.>ost."1 That tl,sp 11e1 arose 

,, 1th r dt \, a: I ke) s,r em r a 1g11 ng un,J d, 1gnallnK tern ton at the 

:-.t,dd e K 1gd m the d, dug In~ for 1he lt'l'ritor,cs on r,,1ch s1d,. of tht> mr,r 

,, ass t r ,d" a\ bet\, cen m thr, t-; le rtsdf • 

\\'h•le a strong ~ n~ t.•suall} meant good admuustr,111011, .a weak hng me.int 111sta61hty, \\hen 

mu h mot<' of the adn11mstrat1011 fell mto tfw hands ol the pro,m<1al go,ernvrs v, nc-rnarchs In 

pcnods of" eak adn11n1strat1011 fgy pt tt'ndt.-d to fall apart, dt the merq uf a11ugo,mt1c p, ovince, 

,, hos.- ch,ef\ \led for control o,er the,r 0\\ ri affairs (hmes I Qtj-l 51) 

This \\aS p.irt,cularh tn,e of the f)'!rioJ at the cud of thr, Old Kingdom, und still pcrtamt>d at tht' 

l>cgmnu,g cl ·ht' ,'--.hddle Kmgdom "hen the ne" monarchs \\ere content .Jr :•1mpd!ecl to lr,..ive a 

great deal of po" er m the hands of the m;,l>les u1,11l such tune u the ,·s1~bl,shmen1 of a strong 

monardw "a' ~ssured "l,.,11 th s po"er col Id l>e rt><lu ed 

So far as adrmrnstrairon "as concernt>d, the rno .. t 1111portant ofi,c1al under the king seems to 

h,-e been :he \IZlu 1., t\\0 Middle Kmgdom ,'--.!SS from the mrd-1 :!th cl) nut) 1s preserved ··n.e 
I r.>,1.hmg vf / 11.,i/ili.,1,-, \-l11C'h Parkuuon calls "The l,te of a perf«t off.c1al" He descnl>t's the 

teaching as tl11r1,-se,t"l ntA,11n,- large!, of a prdd1Ca( nature Th,. "nt,ng si.;pposedly b>· a v1z,er 

under Ku,g h'-" of the 5th d,1oas1, (238R 2356), 1s bd,._.,.,J l: to ha\e c,mJ11,1tt•d from the early 

,\l1ddlc Kmgdom (Parl..,nso11 11•4) 65 66) It do.-5, h,m.,,r,r cc,f1rm the Egypt,.rn assumption 

that tl,.e cff1c" of \ILJtT nn be tr,hed b.1,~ to tlie OIJ Ku:~d:,rn 

D1scurnng the ,\IHfole K,11gdom t.J\, 11 CJ! KJhun \ l\,•mr sa}s that 11 1s pornble tc 1de:,11fy a 

riurnl>er of 11npt.,rta11t off,u.1ls, through th<! "offi.e of the ,,1.1t>r· He uys tlu, off1uJI w.as 

"pe11patct1.:·, based 111 the caµ1tal and his ofhce \,ould usual!~ ha,t' been filled by a senior off1c1al, 

the \111er only ray,ng an occas1011al v1511 (Kemp 1989 156) ;-.;,,,er:l,dess 1t do ... s confirm the 

contu,ued e"stencc or re1nstatc:me111 of s1,ch an off1ual 11fter tlae anarclu, 11nd first mtt'raned1ate 

Amencmhet ( I r1q i • I 9o2) the hrst k •ng oi the 12th d)nastf \t .is a \IZ1.er under ~lt'nti.;hotpe 

(1998-1991) and all 111d1cat1ons ue tlw ht' 11smped the throne 

A grc,at deal of infumldth>ll al>uul 1he dutit"s ac.rumg to t he apfJOintment of a Vil.It"! 1s kno" n 

lrom the N.:" K,ngdom tomb•d1ap..-l ot Pekhrrnre, viz,er ot the South and chief ,..ist, .. e under 

·1 hu1111us1$ Ill (I.J79-!-t:?S) Scenes sho\, the mstallat1on of 1he \IZ1t:r \\1•h !hf! kmg's 

1n<tn,n1om regard111g th<" stntt adm1r11strat1on of JUSIICt:, Jnd tlw l"n1phaS1s or, sc-emg that thmgs 

c-or formt'd to ti,<" la" Thl• la" "l11d1 he 1s to uphold d.-.1rlv e\lsted 111 sonlt' dt>ta,I but does not 

s.-ean to h~, .. been bJst:d on a \t:t of st.,tutes and arp,·.1rs to ha,e b-,en dc,doped from 

t: ; -ri.e rather th,111 t c,mfomc,c! vrd,nann: 

.r; 

. . q , ' . 

' I . 

' 

I 
I 

1 
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Rekh1 1 1• o! h h ofl, , at I I 'l p •ntmc> t "ould • ,.m tc- ha,e be,.n 

I rcd1tai, 

Dura i: the I th d n, 1 • .,_f c 1'1, pr ~<nt\ .,nd ad1111n1st1 ,t1ve. affoirs of Egvrt 1.-,1d1,·d nc" 

ght• n, ,1z1 r ,, re sppo,nted on<! for th~ nNth 1111d one fo, the soutl, 

3.4 EXPLOITATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

The desert areas to the, ra,t of the Nile, produced minernb rather than •gnculture (Baines & 

1\,1.,lek 1980 21 Mineral Map = 1-'tg 29) Turquoise,, as mined at Sma1 from nearly as the 3rd 

dyn~stv until the eno of the New Kingdom There were semi-permanent settlements at other 

mam s1t<"s in \\e•tern Sma1, m particular at \Vad1 ~laghara and Serabit el-Khad1m 

Sinai wJS also ,I source .>f copper although there is no d;rect evidence of the Egyptians 

themselves hanng rrnned there They certainly obt,11ned copper, and 1f they did not mine 1t 

themseh·es, th,•y pre~umahli h,~11gl11 it Ho\\ e,er, 1t 1s suggeHed that 1f the Egyptians did mine 

copper, 1t was not coM1dered prest1giou~ enough to record thr fact (Ba111es and M,,lek 1980· I 9). 

Sem1-r reC1ous stones were also to be found 1n the Eastern desert, together with quarries yielding 

qu,Htz.11<!, alabaster Mid a hard blackish stone, graywacke \\'ad,s provided access to the Red Sea 

and Eg)·pt controlled three rn.1m routes, through the Wadi Gasm, the Wad, Hammamat and 

Wadi 'Abb,1d. We h3ve confirmation of the u,e of the Wad, Gasus during the 12th dynasty, as a 

temple frorn th.,t period h.,s been found at d1r tern1111ation of the Wad, 

In the ,,1c1n,ty of Ben, Hasan and to the south, the mming act1v1t1es were largely conf111ed to 

lime$tone and calcite (Ba111es and t-.t.,lek 1980:21 ( excerpt) = Fig 29) 

The \Vad1 Hammamat provided the graywacke but both th:s and gold ,, htch was to be found 

\OUth of Koptos, n.qutred large scale expedttions for recovery 

Stone qu,1rry1r1g J,·,·eloped ,.,ten'lvdy fro111 the 3rd dyn,1sty (26-19-2575) when lmhotep 

constructed lhe step 1-'"•'ll"cl for DJMCr (2630-2611,1 (Edwards l Cl52 4 7 Fig 3 = Fig 30). 

By the -Ith cl,na\t\ '>-, 2-IG'i) nrirn.,! ln11ld,11g had reached tt, gre~test heights from which 

time tie use cf ~t ne for 1-,mhs, temples ond ~t,1tues, remained paramou nt T he rocky 

e<c.,rpment on e1tl1,, , ,de ,,t tli.- N1ie rr,,, 1ded l.irge rnppl:e, of gran11e, sandstone and fine 

"h1te limeston<' trolll ,1•1.trrics a: ,mong others, t\s1, 111, Sds,leh, Tur a and G 1zeh' 

The m.1•sive buildmg camp,11gm u11d<'rt.1ken by the 4th dyn,Htv pharaoh, encouraged the ,~ork 

of art1<.ir1, ,,·hose craftsmJnship III si-,ne\\or k, 111• t,,h, c-r~, sculpture and paint mg evtntually 

,eached unpn n•df'nted h"1ghts 
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In If\<' ma,n [~) pt l,n J..rd h1,c "ooJs TI1C' c1 mate "J\ \ll\l dr, tu e11co11rag.- lr<:<' gro\\th and 

troin earl, tnn<'s E&H't 1t1'F"1w1! ,ts t1111bc1 fronl tlw cu,1\ts of P.,\~tme md beyond 

Ahlto11glt 111 1he M,,ldlt• K,11g\1lllll t.g) pl hJJ n\lt >"l cmbJr~ed u1-""' the e,par1s,on of her 

rn11,011<', as ,1\1' "a tll de• 1111Je1 the 1t1\lnarchs of the 18th dynasty, site \\3~ concerned to 

n,a1nt.11n .it,ess 10 the g..,ld 11111 ·s ..,1 :--.,ib,a Lg}-puan ,nOuenct. there having been lost <luring the 

anardn< and f1nt mtemwd,ate (''"! ,..,d, Kc111p p1J1nts out th.1t '"th the re-estabhshn1ent of the 

11100,irchy the rec~1,q,1est of Lo\\ ,:or Nl>b,a ,, as rap1dh undert,;\..en The f,rst expedit1\ln took 

place 1n the reign of t>.lentuhotpe l::!061-:?0IOJ Tlm 11th dy11a,ty Thd.>an \..1ng who begdn his 

reign a~ kl11g u,er ,ml> upp•r Eg,·pt, ,of'slllidated bvth upper and lv\\er Egypt u110 one state in 

"040, and \,)st 110 t111w II mounting a C"at11p,11gn into Nubia Alm•nemhet I ( l 9~ \. l 96::'.) f,rsl 

~ mg of the 12th J, 11.1,ty fol\,;i,, e,I l11~ e,a111µle a11J he 1s rrcordcd m grJff110 "1th111 the h,:artland 

of Lo" er Nul.i1a. A" t>ll aJ,,111ced bu1ld1ng µd,cy by the t1111e of Senwosret I ( 1971-1926) leads 

to tht> conclus10111h,1t Lo"er Nuli,a had, by that t1me, been 5ubdued (Kemp 1989 168) Built as 

defens,,e points for garmons the forts 1r1 Nubia "ere forn11dable structures around which 

permanent settlements,, :re formed Constructed at str3teg,c sites in relation to the catara, ts, 

the second cauract 1n particular being difficult to negllt1ate, they co11so\id.;ted Egyptian control 

and offered rro1ect1on at treJcherous and vulnerable pou1ts on the general trade and gold routes. 

3,5 THE LAND IN THE ANARCHIC PERIOD 

fhe penod with" luch tl11s d1ss<'rt,1t1on 1s u)11<<'rned ,s that,, h,rn followed the po\it1Cal collap5e 

ts:,\\ Jnh the end of the Old ls.in{ d<Jm ( c 2134) ond tlw ,ul.isequcnt I ntenm penod ( c 2134-

2040) 

The end of the Old K111gd,,111 ,a111..- ll<Jt ,1s 1 sudden upm1ng or'" ,l "ar, liut by "hJt appears to 

ha,<' been a grddual ded111e, ",th tl1t• ,Hlnm11,1ra11on of th..- land s111k1ng into 101,,l d1srupt1on and 

ana, chy The s1wat1\ln arc•se ,H th.- enJ of .. period when the normal rainfall m the south which 

should ha-.:• replen1sl11:d tlw :-,:,1<- l,,1d f,11l,·d o,_,r ~ .:ons1dtrable penlld, and the d"sert l ,d 

beLom<' progrcs\1'.,.ly 111ure and 

I 
,l 
' 

1 
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t p a anJ, r • c1al cond l ns due to 

Pc~1 II (2246 2152) and the possible death ot his heirs 

m narc Tlus ma> s:111 be ,a!id up to a point, but 5tudies 

nd t1on at that um sugga• th.1t th.- colla115e of the monarchy ( c 

21 'i ) mJ ha,e h d HS ro neut ons m the foil\Jre of the monsoon rains o, er Abyssinia, and th" 

n eque t I w munda:iors, follo"ed y crop failures and famine :\ddcd to this 1,ere the 

pe pies unrealis: "'Xpc :rnons that th.- Pharaoh c ul,i <'"'"trol ,he Nile 

A senc.s of",.phemeral k1n~s• (Baines and ,\Jilek l91lOJ6) comprised the 7th and 8th dynasties 

{21 ·u-213-l} The short re gns oftht"se m 11archs may h,",. been due to failure to function as a 

god by produc:mg an abundance o( water or by influencing / l-1r, the Nile god to da so Their 

rrusfortune \\as h1vtng been called u,ron to reign at J time when the f~ilure of the 1nu11d.111on 

was apparently, a s,rnptom of a dry phase over the whale of northern Africa at thJt time 
(Baines anri ~1alek IQ O 14) 

Clearlv Egypt ",s not alone m her sufferings A mural on the causewav of the laH klng of the 

S:h d) nast>·, \', en1s (2356-:?323) depicts rnen, "omen and children, presumabh Egypt s 

neighbour~. m the last stages of ern.1mt1on due to lamme {Ked 197S Fig ~b • Fig JI) While 

Aldred de cnbcs th s as ·an early portent of the e\lls to come• ( I q 7 121, Hornurg () 9Q:? 161) 
bcl eves this rcfc•s to an h toncal e~ent 

P,g JI l-.11111111• ~ 1.11111, C,u,,w11,• of \\l,·11i, 

~gypt was 10 sunwe a 6th dynam· of ne3rly 200 years (2323-: 150) before rea~h,ng • stage 

1, here, ~s ,\ldrcd uys "the /\'ale,, as cmp:y ~nd men crossed over It on foot• ( 1987 120) From 

the scantv records a,a1lable to us we can evolve ~ picture or a d1\l,i<"d bnd in the hinds of as 

numb"r ot pcttv n,!ers or chieftains, e,,c.h concc-rned \\1th h,s own sunwal rather than Egypt •s a 

"hole Som<' f the rulers "ere good some bad ,-\ funcr.iry relief at DendsrJ, in the style of 

. . " 
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, J h1 \\ 1 f r Cl\ offenr. ~ t~ r r 

1n s r.- r d t~ e fa t that by his " I'\ 1,;I t th<' 

M rv) had "made mrn ox n goau Hes, wheat md 

U ey to fl ,r II the nvcr b~11k incl trees In the r~•ds· (Al 1r ·d 

196 122 f1g S2 Frg 321 

Fig 32 Relief of .\foy 
and urif.: R.iba ar Deruhra 
lie lists the thmgs h4 has 
d~ to promote his ou>n 
uoelfure anJ rJut of oth.ers. 

Ho\vever, as w th Eg)·F: as a whol.-, • flounshang and stable area invited encroachment by thos.­

Je5s fortunate lr.:ernec1n.- strife within Egypt, d('stroyed otherwise arable land. making 

agriculture d1ffacult and serving to impoverish those who "ould othCr\,·1se ha\'(: s•irvl\·ed 

Br<'lkdown 1n adm1rmtnt1011 1nv1ted 1ncun1ons from Lyb,ans and the bedou,n o r the Sinai and 

Negeb \'/here pre\lOusly thcv had enioycd hosp1t.hty they now tock advantage to usurp and 

pillage 111 the Del ta arel 

The struggle to res:~re the monarchy ,,·u the main concern of the first intermediate period 

(2134-2040) 

Footn •<s 

I The b. undJr' \JI t~ ml lT.t' l t1mC' ),I dern mca u1rn1t·nt 7!! lo.rn c~iro to ,\t1•Dn 
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7) "htrr a ,;or 

1n.::q,1cnt 1:~ t.it 

t It the N ,hun b ;(I \l,m wl .ind stood 

w r trd th c, p;ivmi; an Jnnu I , 1l Ir m her temple •l 

,R nun 

p1,c-r [gypt I the btr prcdyna UC' peI10d 1, gl\cn by Krmp (19S9 32 I 1g 

lrJwmi:s how the r •l>.able !,..,, lopmcnl Ir m small rgah11rnrn c-omm11mt1e• 10 

• Thi! torms part of the t<"xtual nJl'1 ,I 1n th<, 1km 11,1:in tombs and "'II~ J1'1(m,<('d lulh ,,·hen Jcahng 

.... ,th the~ 

5 1hc name Nihun "as &l\rn bv f'linJc:ri l't·tne in IS89 l1 he, do-..: to th,· modem 10"11 of cl•L.1hun, on 

the edg,• of 1h,· ,lrscrt cl , 10 1hr ,•n1rJnc,· to the r•vmn "•T•~•"on, and wJs h111l1 to hou e thoM' 

c n ,•mnl ,-,th the b111l,hng.ind mamtenJn c rol the l'vr,1m1(I ar~I V•lln Tempi,• of Senwosrct II (1897• 

187 , 

'Onqunrr.tng•Jtts•nlmtthod,I h,ard (IC152211-21S) 
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CHAPTER -l 

THE HI$ TORICAL BACKGROUND UP TO THE PERIOD OF THE BENI HASAN 

TOMBS 

/11111 upon /111e, l111e upon 11 I<', 
h~re 1 /wit•, rhue1 1 /111/e 

/s.u~i, 28 10 (KW) 

4 .1 HISTORICAL SOURCES 

That the history ct • country depends on 1t geogra;:,hy needs no rc1tcnt on, but \, hil" we can 

trace the geographical on~ms of the Nile h1,tOr) oniv comm.-:--ce~ for us at the moment when 

the 1,,0 parts, lo" er and southern Eg, pt ar~ JC, 1cd under ~len.-s ( c 2920 BC) 

/',g 33 Nurmf'r Puleu, 

\Ve do not kno" the c1rcums11nces 111 "h1ch tlm unity occurred, but • vot1\e palette of an 

eJ ri,er pcdynarnc king :-.:armer (c 3000), suggests th.it f,ghtmg did tJke place during the 

pred1n,Ht1c penod. force b,.mg med to subiugJte cert.11n groups of people 
I 

The palette shows 
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o , the reverse s t C k a t t s t a ~ncel,r ca, t ve Aldred interprets :has as a 

sacnface be~ re a S\m I of H ri tm,rr ant o,er the De.ta (1987 82 Fag 45) Kemp, ho,,c,cr 

Interprets t~ s u the smat g 't e capt ~e wath the ! I ,w f,i;ure a "supplemcr,t•r)" message· 

thJt the/{ , king has ,,on a va :or. er an en mv based In the De!:~ 011 the obverse, the 

k ng and his reunuc 1mpcct1ng a bat:lct eld .,, Ith rows of fallen ,;c:1ms at the top and the king as 

a bul breaking do,, n a fortified :o,, n and trampling ar. en,.my it the b. t:om of the palette, .re 

balanced bv the cen:ral design "h:c~ Kemp says expresses harmony (Kemp 1989 42 Fag 12 = 
I ig j3) 

Smee the image of Horns as depicted on t~,1!! palette an assoc:ataon wath the Delta, and the 

v1ct1ms appc.,r to be ,\saatks, one ma~ logically conclude that the battle in thas instance had been 

fought m tha• region 

A portion of an early palette, kno,,n 3S the Battlefield Palette• (Aldred 1987.79 fag 42) shows 

stancurds of a datract an the Eastern Delta, ,md pmaoned capt aves, and II has b ·en suggested that 

thas represents a vac•ory over Libyans \\',thoot further data, however, thas .:annot be confirmed 

Another palette, of which there is only a fragment , sho1\'s a bull (presumabl) representing a 

king) gcnrg a foe::un, and a series of nome standards terminating an hands holding a rope 

presumablv binding capt1,es TI-.. s fragment u known as the Bull P~lette (Wilkinson 1992.54 Fag 

1 • F g 5 Ch 21 and sug~ests a series of allies ~nder a powerful king, faghtang a common enemy 

From al! of these one may assume a certa:n amount of turmoil and conquest pnor to the unity 

a~h,e,eJ under ~lenes 

For the remainder of ats 3000 years ancient Egypt ,,as ah, ays cogniunt of the two united lands, 

wath the red cro,vn of Lower Egypt and the white crown of Upper Eg)pt, 1oaned ind worn as a 

single cro,"n both by the monarchs and on occasion Horus himself (Spencer 1982 20 • Fig 

3-1) 

Fig J.J The1 ,tvu ''-' of 'J/1"" ,mJ 
l.01<.,, Er1·r ,n.,l 1Jw do11blt1 croirn 

Thas suggests thH thert' "as possibly a ,cry pos1t1ve d1ns1on ~r the !Jnd an the Nrly predynastac 

period, of ,,harh th,. m.-mcry and tradiuon remJant'd thr<>ughout Egypt's h11tory Ho,vever 
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e ft may not be a true h1stoncal 
II ti dualt I f Egyptrnr 1deolo!:! (Bl1ne1 and ~.lalek 

ICl 31) I t ~ I the ongm of s11 h dualism, If net th<" result oi an 

car r h1u n al co raph d1 1s n' 

4 2 A PROBLEM or: INTERACTION 

Inherent 111 any study of ancient Egypt 1s the proble11 of 15:.,lallr,6 " particular 1spect of htstorkal 

de,elcpmen• from the tmernctron oi rel16 1ous concerns To think cf ancient Egyptian history 

\\1thout It$ rel g1on ,,ould be 1rnpom!>le Inevitably the result 1s frequently an over-en,phasis of 

this aspect of an 1e111 Egvpt an life, attributable to the fact :hat most of our information has 

come to us thre;ugh the medium of temples and tombs Smee th.- control and enactment of the 

rel1g,on ,,as la,tely confined to the priests, the royal family and nobles, there 1s, ,n all our 

assumptions, .1 bin 101, ar~ a ~•nvilegeJ class This 111 turn creates an imbalance ,n lmtoncal 

data,,, Inch althou~h recognised, Is d1ff1c\llt to o,.,,come 

Secular history, for \'h1ch the Egyptian !•nguage has no specific word, has no canon of record as 

an independent med,um .,, ,l11~ugh its tombs and temples, has ancient Egyptian religion \Ve 

acquire the historical t'eta1ls "here a little, th.-re a little" 

~-lodern kno\\ledge of 1nc-1e:.: Eg-.pt 1s, 111 ·hi:! ma,n, the reconstruction by scholars (Kernp 

1989 13) Its t,,o m,lJCr sources are archaeology, by which one endt>avours to read the v151bJe 

s gra left bchmd also the readmg of, 

(a) t! e 1,orks of clamcal "r.te s, and 

(b) the texts and 1conc-graph1, r atenal left I::: th<! ~.:,pie themsell'es 

Neither of these sources could be said to b.: reliable history 

One work, 1,h1ch has purported to be a framework c,f Egvpt1an history and chronology \\as a 

l-!1story of Egypt, "n:ten 111 Cree~. by an Egyptian priest, Manetho rn the third century BC 

Unfortunately the 011g111.,I "-,rk 1s lost ~nd we now have to rely upon certa,n parts wh,ch ha,e 

survl\-~ due to their h.w1ng been copied in ant1qu1ty 

\\'1th acre s to temple archives, as ~lanetho presumably had, one must accept that much of h,s 

\\'Ork 1s reasvr,ably accurate Certamly he provided the foundations for the grouping of the krngs 

of Egypt Into dynaH1es Th,s svstem which \\e still continue to use, with rome adJustmenu, 

remarns the mosc rclrable of such records 

Ancient textual material e:-.1sts bot 1 as mur~ls and p~pyrus ~ISS The 1co11ograph1c: 111format1cn 

,,e have ,s prolific, 1f repetm,e, and req111res to be und<'rstood \\1th111 th .. cwitc,t of its creation 

to b~ recogmsed and .,pprt'C1,1ted 

51 
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hm 

hst r. ttst 

ne f the MSS r tex· sc: out to be an auth"nt c 

us r ec,,.lar f urposc \,h ch, e,cn 1. 

ec: s met ing quite oth'"r th3n th~ maKrng of recorded 

fa tha• akes terpretat n ,nd det ni11on of the -a nous sources difficult, 

since they arc on y 1rc1dema!I\ h t rlcal, ) c: they embrace a \, 1de r•nge of information which 1s, 

ho\, C\ e: minor : h1stor cal mporuncc The> frequently m..-.Je each others terr :ory, and 

become of lus:onca Interest "1t'iout nccesunly intending to do so 

4,3 THE SECULAR SOURCES 

Herodotus, who ~y hue tra,elled as far as E!!"phanune som-. time after -160 BC was one of the 

first of :h,. anaen: ,--.ne•s to record sp~1f1c information about ancient Egypt but \A!uable as 1s 

his work, 1t 1s not nec.-surily accurate and 1s fu from 1:,-,ng a compr,-hensive hmor,• In spite of 

having FfOduced a variety of reports, 1t 1s the opinion of some authorities that he may not have 

v1rned more than an area nound the Gr!'e~ trading cent•e at Naukrat1s a'ld tha: he rei1ed on the 

reports of earlier tra,·e!'.-rs such as Hecataeus of ~lt1etus (:\!drcd J 9g7 7} 

Ar:haeclcg1cal finds ha\·e rroduced e,,dence such ,IS the lnts on the fragmentary Palermo Stono::~ 

(Ke:np 1%9 ~3 Fag 5 • Fig JS) 

a .... • •••• 

b 

Fig 35 Sernon of rite P..dermo Stone 
rt1corJu1g 6 year, of K111g N111e111:r 
of rhe 211.:J d.,m,uc_v • 11ame wrlltt>i1 
ou ltne•1z" 

....... . ..... . . , ....... , . .,. 

The mo~t comprehens1,·e King 11st 1s thJ: o• Sethcs I at Abydos It sho\\S Sethos I and his son 

Ramenes present,ng orferings to tht- nJmes of kings ,, h1ch uc incorporated into a single 

continuous sequence connecting Sethos I to :-.tenes, the eJrl1est king of ,,·horn th" ancien: 

E&) pt1ans hJd a f,r:n r!!ccrd (K<"mp 1989 :::: F:g 4 • Fig Jcij1 

Kemp comments that ·t sho,--s periods oi leg:t1 nate rule as 11.terpr-..ted b} the .-\bydos priests, its 

1nt<.nt1on being t o leg1:,m1ze the presen: by n~;ermg Jn edited version of the past \Vhde the 

Abydos list, apre•rs :o h,l\e h1str ,ca:, as ,ts ,... ,in cr,1eern, !10\\ e,er, 1t •s anuall) '"thin the 

g.-n,e of a sem1•rcltg:ous idealised te:,t an-:! a :n,;ral exami:,le or the mteract1.:,n of h,st.:,ncal text 

subservient to a rel1g101Js or political purpose 

5-l 
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The r na 

a ut 3 names f k1r.e,s 

So tent was the orig nnor 

even the alien H os kmg, 

g ,,c th I ht to h,,c ru.ed 

,r,d s· a a ugm"nt our historical 

n erncd ,, 1th their O\\ n purposes and no: 

\Crin ., wide a var1c•v of subiccu u,ch as p,·rsonal. 

r r '81 propai;and.1 made Its appearance HowcH·r, this 

1c ms t ha e been • respcnsc to the c.uft1cult t:met of the 

fa d t sun. 'C the second 1ri:c1mediate pcrio<l and the 

n, dcrcd to be • m rt was • i:h ul d The scribal sch ols med th.,ic "ork, n p,e,cs 

su1tal::lc 1ed m:ncn~l to,, h1ch ,,, c ha,c access \\'11.-ther there ,,H 

m re and how m I h 1s unkno\, 

The la s1 al \, rid • -!t r•rt and I te other \\11tcn The l1tcrar,: genre in ancient 

\\e\, r so \,c !J mformat on from reference The 

references tn and otati ns fr m ~•an tho are largely d pendent upon th<' ,,n:ns etf' the 

•nc1cn• Romm Emptrc uch as J p!,m 
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4 4 THE RELIGIOUS SOURCES 

er in the h ·e ft 

c t alb 

8 

a tra• n .att r 

S h re 

~n nal 

grad all> enl ,rgcd t 

\,ere I berllted fr mt c 

and 

fc • A 

'". 
at fn• 

n t be •h., 

I £:1, t In r. l 

~nll lpt d L'11 the tomb 

s a 1r.~ nn3tl\e \IC, of cert• n 

t ,. gn:;it estates The\ mc-lude both 

me dcta1 the pr du t,on cf 

an sl Tl~.., al o g \e us s me 1uen u to the 

bs durmg the () d K: goom 111, ariablv m lude ro) al 

: t cs h Id b\ the dccel d "h1 h throw some I ght on 

1,tcr t to,, ards th end of the Old Krngd m b\ 

mtroclu cd mt t m I small , ot1, e slabs, ar.d 

mpliot«! de ns 11 ,udms J fa! e do.:>r Th e ~:clae, m time 

fun of tre t n b an I tic elaborate design \\Ith the 1alsc d-3or ,,u 

rcplJ cd '"th ll ,t re tan 1br ~ rrm ~nd iimple decoration Thcv "c:r" c.'rt"(ted III hol> rl1 cs 

su h u Abyd s and ,,h e t cir representations \\Cre o!tcn crude anc! the \H1tmg poor, the 

~c1f1c felt.ires en d, d 111 rhc.11 a! " the stel.,c to l, ascribed to s~c,l'ic ,irca5 S11rnlar t.;, 

the tcmb r I tam ~ er nnl t tics and ~ppo111tmena and to., ,,.,u,n c"erlt 1hro" 

some I .,It on the f r .:xi m "h1 h they \H~<' ,•re< tc i an.i the pl,,ce from "luch the, cm~nated 

(BancL,nd~,lalc~ 06. /1b 37301 

H \\e1cr nhhou I e rel,;, n l·d a q lire ne\\ tre11d ,, r the ,c.ns, 1t stall m.rnttJlncd its 

11111,al b ,,1 conccpt, and thc grc.,tcr f roport1 n of both te'lit J,11 n'ld 1ccnogr AJ'hrc tomb rnatcr,al, 

appears to be r<'pct tl\c: r,thc:r th~n rnno,atl\C Tim 1s, of coi..·sc 111 ~ l.,rge part, 0111!' to thc rrg,d 

c~nonic,l Ja,,s g ,cm the I n grapl \ its If 

Rames SCl'S :l , u a .p runt snt..-m "htch he c~ih .1ccorurn , 

1>hich 1s ~ und cn the cul,. t ro,al m mimc:nu 111d ~ppcirs 10 lie mscp.ir~blc from the first 

dc:,clopmcnt ,. : \Hit & (RI r <'S 19 : ) G) 

0 
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fig 3 - ~ ,~ rew 
1, ,1i1 Fa!., d , 
01 I K.mg;J '" 

F1gJ 
51 I 1 ~ 
rr. 1,:1.HI 
Kwgl ,,, 

Aldred se~ •at~ 1st r e d.-n e ,... I terar}' and ar ~neo1 , .. a the l•tte: t1k,ng into 

cons~erat,on temp e r~ords : mb au•ob, raphtf'.S, lasts of rulers rnd 3 Hnety of re;:,orts He 

Sdys h ,ever that an adde.-l <! ll1C\Jlty an acqumng , b:.bn,ed account trorn the IJtter group as 

the lender q t<.o',, uds ~ rop.,gmcu in of:" ~.al r<'pora and an urm 1ll111gness to she" ~ny event 

ether than lit.: fa,ourablc 11 : He do,}·a \,hether the E&J p1ans had ~ny tde" oi hatory as 

modern "es:erncrs unckr unc! - ) ind cert I n , tor the greAter part of ar.c1,:-nt 

Eiryp·1an c ,,liuuon, ontemr, 111, sc u!Jr I toraans d,d not ext : 

4.5 THE FIRST TEXTU :\L fi r-CORDS 

In the pymmd o: \\en1s, the IA t kmg of the ·1h dvnasw ('.:356-2323), ~1A~pe•o in ' SI AC 

d,sco,cre,1 columns ot fnd~ exec tted blue h1erogl}phs {A!dre-i 19 7 110-111 F,g 47) These 

mscnpt ons pro,ed to be n • of"', the cul.est but .,! " the best preser\ ed of , c rpus .:,f prJyers 

and m.1g1c spells \\htch \\ere t.i appear in the burial d,ambers ot subsequent kings and qi..eens 

and their h: h off1 1als Kn \,n AS t e P)ramld Texn, the) \\<!re th<: forerunners of the Coffin 

57 

. - ... . . 
. ..-"'-

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



► 

\\ fan ar H I.: , f 111 

1 d Pl am & u a nstant 

the e te, u cann t b on le,cJ I I t rt al" other thAr1 

nor the fact 1n the coi., f the \Vcms tcxu, of bemg tlw 

f r\l of ti r kind t h.a,e been d1 ,,.red 

4.6 TOMB ANO TEMPLE ICONOGRAPHY 

TI e O d Kmgd m \,a:i. ti e pc;riod "hen the mllucn e ol Hel1opola\ ~net the su1 Ll,h ro c to gre ,1 

hc1(:hts, and the Pharaoh, cmbAr~ •don the mam\c tuk of l'Hanud bu1ld111g which reached its 

ITIO!ot .ifnuent I <'lk during the -Ith d nutv At the srnw ume, the Phara..ihs paul homai;c to th.­

po\ er of the uh b) bu ldm6 a er <S f ,un 1.-mples Dunng the ~th dyna$1~, thest" \\ere JltC"d 

dt t\tJU\I' Little remauu of thc~c sun temple,, but from such fragments ~s "c hAvc ,\1Jred 

bd cH;s these to ha,c been arch11ectural g~s• ( I C\87 108) The 5th dynJst\ kmg Neust rrc 

(2416 .. 392 B ) bu It II rnn 1cm le at \bu Curab nt'ar Abu\ r tn "hi, h, m one charubtt, Uoo,n 

11/ rh '• ~mu .. , ~re I rtra,ed ~ I the~ u,,11cs of ~n Eg')pt1ar1 agnn1,t11ral ,ear \\h1le tlm \\I\ 1101 

1;,tcnded ~s .111 h1i.t nc-al rccor I sm c 11 I\ portrayed as., ,m1al h,mn of pr.me to the sun god for 

ah I 1. b .. netrccnce at doe:i., alb..:11 11\\tlllngl> pro,1d,• lmton al 1nfor11,at1on 111 r~pcct of ~11nual 

•1;r cultural ac'l\tt c 

Bu1ld,ng pro1ecu ,1-, .. ng the Old K111gdo111 also III luded the c 1,1truu1011 , t •nctllary bu1ld1'1gs 

such a, rnortu•r, temples ,nd cau,r\\1\$ It as •rom th,· cause"•'• of l..an11 \V.-n,s, \,l·o~,· 

l')·r•arnd proJuced the f1nt p}ranHd •c,u, that the fust suggestion of a1 l11i.toncal n-,cord" 10 bt• 

fow\d III aconogrAplt" form 1 h" as the mur~I shO\, 11 g s.arvmg "'""• \,.m,en ,rnd children, (Ch 

1 h>: J /) clearly th" ,1ct1111, ol laman.-

I here ,s no 111daca11011 ,is to" h, tins,, p.Ht of the dC"c, '"ltl\c an,Vor rdag,ous thcmt•, sam:c 1t "'s 
ni.lt, at that tum•, the ,us\0111 to 111,oq,oriltC luston,·al > erae, an s11ch building, Ne,erth('l<'H 11 

"ould a1'1 <'U t o be depc11drnt upcn • {ILPuane, and pre,umablv, contempvrar} \ltuataon 

Spe,ulat,.:,n, d,cr.-fore, attnln,tes It to • rd1g1om ,011cept of pcrf.-ctaon 111 the laf.- of the 

dece•s.-d and ,uggi>sU t dc111011strat,•~ l~ the i;:oJ the bcne,o:~n e c-f \\'cnas 

\Vlaalc ca110111ull,, there "0111,1 appear to ha,c been n,, pure!, hai.t 1c~I 111.itcra.11 111duded 111 

1,ono11rapl11, form 111 the OIJ l--angdoan tombs, \\tth the decline an 111 •.re· ,,I pv\\er lrorn the 

en.I of the bth ~: n,1st~. there Me 111dicat101, that matcraal "•s in, l11d~ an th<' tombs of 

d1gn1tara,:s ,, h1d1 could poss,bl~ c cm \adercd h1,1.irac.1I .md "h.-r.- the rel•g1011~ purpose as 

hil(hh 5pt"\Ulatn., 

Certa1•1lv by the I ~th dyn.ist\, \'111,h t~lls outside tht> \C'Opt• \ll tha\ d1\!ot"rt,111on, person~! 

mdtcri~I "~' irduded 111 tLe tonabs ,,t 1\J111rn., and hoth temples to tlw ~u,b .ind 111..irtudry 
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4 7 THE ENO OF THE OLD KINGOOM ANO INTERMEDIATE: PERIOD 

4 7 1 THE OLO K !\lvOOM (2575 2134/ 

, t t ..t ~ti t I cp, 11 (Z~ 16 ? 152) ,\l,m.1n h1.,I 

thr po" rr t ti c Ph.ir auh ,1\ • ,ole a11thority 

'.IB ve ,.~p._., lit II of b ti a ar,d II Jl r , rnour,..,, m th<' prep.ir.11, 11 ol th<' I \ranud~ 

arid the ldrl(c n • tab• c·n,et • I ll,r. " ·r. lilarned tor the l,.-Kmn,ng ,,f the f&II after tho, 4th 

ch r Ut\ "ll<m hered1t 1r\ fe,,da, po1e1 tote so ,ght 111dq:,,•n,ltr,u• fr urn u:1111 al cc\lntrvl (Aldr~ 

I •~7 12 Thc r , t !11,g ,,r tta•, rng p•• I le D\ e~rl) Ii tl,c ~th cly1,~$l}' 51,i;g,•11~ an on gorng and 

d.-1ermnl111g ' oo 1,1 1,111011 11 ,. lon6 reign uf Pepr 11 (::!2•Hi•21,~ BC) at th;, cnJ of the 6th 

d\ "" 1, hn) Jbu b«•11 µres,· ,tl'd ,1> 1 re 1io11,6lc cau\~ Pep, I I carm: t,, tile thrum.- H a very 

y ,,ng Ind ,111d 1f the d 111s nl ,,. ,~ ,rate reigned f ,, o,u lllflt'I\' ,e.,rs H,, ndtural heirs 

p.>u1bl> I re dec,·ued tl1t•11 n onar h le,,, £ )om.-1I ng of., ,a 111.1111, ,m,I sud, an .:,Id J..11111 '"'uld 

ha,.- h,,d ,en l;ltl rN, pll,-er \l ~ lllH! 1,I t•11, ,1s ,,enc\, kno", clmuti. d1Jng ... ~ ,,ere 

br 11gmg J1ft1~.il• nh Eg, pl liut to ne,ghlioi.nr,g c-01111lr1-,s, ,I ",.,ak n1vnarcl1~ 

"ould line 1111t1.-fli,.-e11 ds~ 1tv1s t-f ,,e,er, the mr1n~rch, nOt\\1th,tanJmg :t IS nu" als0 

b,·l•e,e<l tl,al m rne l "1:h d I «-•1 ,! ot fort. nc (l.;h 1 ;), tie r,J\ctis f,,r th,· ded,ne JTIJ\ ha1e 

lir«-n m re, n pl, x th.in 11 ,,t t nt Af pc,tred 

4 7 2 THE INTERMEOIATE PERIOD (2134 2040) 

'Ti•· pt r,<l,I hAs be,r d,:hrtb .. l a~ rei ,,._e111111g ·a l,,u 0t ,•q111l,li11urn bet1"·en a po\\erful court 

and pro111\udl .,sprr,ll ..:,r•s (Tri;::ger I <lb'l 115 J 

On,· \\On.li:r, 111 ll•'\\ cl ti,.• o,t'rdll c011d1t1u11s ,,1,-,tht-r ti"''" ,, 1 ,1 "µowerful court•, or 

,,n,·tl,-,r th,• 111,,11,irdl\ "·' r.•prc>1·11t,•d b;:, o h,u.r, h.1I g, uµ ,,f 11Q6le, _.•,,trt'd at th<! cotirl 

A1d1""Sh ,\IJr,..d sr, .,~, ot ti,.- ,,L111p 11,1<11re ,,I tlw ,oll,1p~e ( I .'IS~ I :IJJ, there , ... ,.m, to b~ 

•or11e C]•J<:,11~n •" t,, h01, au, ,1,t and ,on ,'lete 11 r,•,111> 1,.is Th,1t ,t "J' d rorn;,lete c..:,llapse 

~een,s ,,:,rt~·n, liut tl,e -.l111U ·1~t1..:,11 d po,sihtl1t1es d,s,us,ed ,160,,.. 1H,uld suggest thnt tlw 

\\e,ik,·11111~ t.il.l~ plJ,c- o,cr • ~ p,-rn,,! th<' t..i,1I cull AP~<',mng tub,· ~11d1k11 liut 111 fa< t an 

111,.,11,161,· ccinclus1011 t,, .,n ong,,11,g d,•dt1u! 

4,6 THE ROLE OF THE FEUDAL NOBLES 

During tlw pl'r:od ot JnM,l1} ~nd th.,t ,d11d1 fo,I ""'d tt ti,..- 1,m.:,11, k,,al 8<1\l'flhlrs looJ..ed t0 

th.,,r IJ\\n Jf1,11rs r1th,·r thJ11 those uf ti..- 111or1arrh f.1<h too~ steps lo pr,,1t•,r h,~ 01,n d,strrcl 

,Hid its mltab11,,11ts dri111111 out ~tr,111;;,rs, .rnd dt•f,·111.l,ng !us ll'frltor} fr<lt11 fam1111"-stricJ..t>n 

~ . 

• • • • 4 • 

,j 
I 
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' ~ 
I 

<; e at th s t1 

ur,d ubted 

E p 

t ha~e 

monarchv 1,•d to c: fr r•at r 

I 1"' •h:lt n •1e t their e-ff rts I, t! 

f a feud.ii s1s: m adrif1 r->m ro al ntr~I, th1 

,~abl th•• .. rr I a of the str .. n&e t to r~t-,re ;i 

,\ fonuly l,vmg at Her~k! pol .te3r the Fa, m c: ns1Jered themsd, ei. to b,= the royal h.:,r• and 

for a 1,hort ren d •ppear to h~ve umted the ountry Thl!Se Hcrakleopoh1 .. n king, forrn.-d the 

9th and IOrh dynasties (c 2134,2010) 

Th.-,r tombs have not b.,en lo,in t Jl'd "e kno\\ littl.: about them Qu,r~ e s,;eculates thit the 

0th dyna1tv 111,1v h:11 e ruled all Egypt, although th ... I 0th dynasty was c:onfmed to the north by 

the Theban princes who on trolled l!pre: E;;~ l't Only one of the fcill mu Imes of th.- northern 

group has sun 1ved, th,H tof ,\l,·rv1bm Khl:'lv, and 1t mdudcs th., e.,rl,est knoh·n use of the phrase 

,,m of R.i' as a t,tle set b,:fore the c.rtoud,•• h,s successor is na'lled u .\l~ryk .. u I However 

dating rnd access,;:,n ts d,iftc,,lt \() de:erm ne \ince sever~! cf the5e Herakl~'lpolit.•n l.ings bore 

the same: name: The s.ant~ 1nform,1tlon '"' ha~e is !rom • text of the earlv t-.!1dd!.- Kingdom 

(Qwke l ~<"',Q ,') Fi,;, 4 I/) 

h;:-10 
<.,1 ·10,i.:.h, of 
,\!t-r;,br.i 

hg•I/ 
c•,,rl )1,_ Ja~ 
,\I r\k ,, , 

The Theban pnnc~ ,,·h..:, controllt!'d the fr,e southt:rnmost dis.nets of Upper Egypt, also 

considered tht!'msehes to h,1.e d claim to th.- throne. 1hey formed the I Ith dynastv (ZD-1-

2040) and had the:r nam~ enclosed ir. cartouch••s, m ,,·h1ch they to,1 included the mle ,_,,,. of 

R .. 1· (1990 50/51 .. Fig., 42,43,./4) 

F1~ 12 
C 1rru11,la<' of 
~,lwrt,w-:, /,1r<'/ 

hi:-13 
C,irrou.:h, of 
IV,1h.:111kit I,,c,,f • 

uO 

I~ ... j 
I ~ 

/'1>; ./4 C.ir:011,lie of 
,\',1/.:i,mebr,tnt!/er /111ef 

I 
I 

' Ill 
I 
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► 

ra• 

4 

at i, 1 " r p 

k lcop uns ' le tuh tp,: II 

t'Jr f h rd f.gh:mg :hat hc 

ra f th n I d Egypt since Pcp1 11 

r~: fr m pr , 1n Ml lung to l.ord of the Two 

utli ·f tit' untry .ind hc chose to 

f ,~ IO,\/ •11:ili tpe I/ 
S III Lir II<' ro,nb ,r,111w 

l> IT e/,B ,hri 

Fi 4 Aldred l 097 1 3 F.g 91 fr 

His Ion~ rc,gn mJc!c t~e hr.. me succcn10n ,ncertain, much in :he way that the over-lor.g re,gn 

of rep, II had done \\.11cn lus son \',mkhk,,,., 11.lentuhotpe :11 came to the throne, howe,er, he 

inherited J state ind g.-nernt1on to ,, horn c1, 11 "M ,, ,s ".:II ,n th~ past He ruled only from 

ol 

' ., 
. . ' . 
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at f r 

" I 

\\elm,, he 

I I') IS 

n 1c aftc th s > 1 epted tlut t he \,h rr• appc n n the monu h 

Amcncmhct I foun&r f the ~th dynnl} a d ruler of the two lu ds from I Cl9I 1 2 

Tht- go\ttr ors and n mard the feudal distn ::1 h,'.i rn the Old Krngdom, been Apporntt-d bv 

the Phara I \\c don t kn \, n 11 > detail the history of the tr bled t mcs ,,h1ch mt.,nuicd 

but 1t ts more th.in 1,kel) th~t largt- usurpa• r n oi, ro\ r po" r had ta 

The 1 Ith drnast\ k,ngs must h.a,e recogr.iscd that these powerful ,erlords could be a po1ent1•1 

threat and a dcstaJiusmg fact r but the, probabh· lud little choice but to rec mse them m the 

interests of ~ace and 111b1l t} Amencmhet Hm ktng of the I Zth d nut) also had little opuon 

tha~ to accept their ~1stencc "nh as good grace n possib,e If the to.U fr I'm Senl Huan u" to 

be behe,ed he set out on a J umev through Egypt stor,pm alon the \.a to re ot1ul1 h th" 

pro, nc1al g;)\ernors in their nomo re r stat ng and dcmucatmg the boundaries and confirnun 

the oVices and titles of the foudal lords 

Aldred suggc.-.sts that Amenemhet may haH h,1d to come to tc.-mu "ith them to obu n the 

throne •nd that m fat:t he 1-as lmle more than the first amon1 • number of jealous 

equals( 1987 12'1) 

Tlut th.- r,omarchs held cons,derable po1.c•r 1s 3ttc.-stc.-d by the fact th.•t those of Hamopo!is 

,uted c~cnts to their O\\ n vcars of rule.- u did the lung, m•lntamed their o" n ~rml'U for as and 

neets of sh11» and quarnc.-d ,ion<' tor tr.c r o" n monurnc.-nu /'\,edini troop$ to ddl'nd the 

country, and to rc.-co\cr the.- Nubian trade routl', \,lu,h had l,rgt'ly bl'.,n lost, Amt'nemhl't \,u 

forced to call upon thl'se lords for rml.tar. .. smtanc" It "as I muallon fraught "1th pohucal 

dar:ger 

:~menernhl't could poss1bl} see the.- f..llacv of tl)IOi to goH·rn trorn the southt'rn cit\ ofThc,bcs 

He chose lo dl'1c!op anothc-r centre nuking !us cap1t.1l I short "a} •-11,th of ~ll'rnph1\ and dose 

to thl' modern l'l-Ll1eht, calhr,1111 lt•ta\\1 (Se11Jng the T\\o unds) In tl11\ \·1,tnl\y Ament'lnh"t 

rl'1·1\l'd tht' Old Kingdom form of a pHam,d for h,s tomb has so11 Sc-n\\osrct I aho ,re tang , 

pyramid at tlus rne 

He "u an act1Hi builder and ~dmm1strator He 1oc.-t about subiugatlllg Nubia b\ buald.ing a string 

of fort1f1l'd Sl'ttll'menu u far as Scrnna and mak,ng tr,1d•111 posu h .. ) ond and u far n thl' t}urd 
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t,. • r ndlather 

nn ted " th ubu ti t III lat er yea rs 

An 

Ame11,-,.nhe TM1 

n Scm, osrc:t t a t as co-regent m his 

of this dynaSt) also folio..., ed this pract1c.., 

at Amt" emhet \\as murdered by his o"n chambcrla,ns m his 

T" p e cs 01 ~I ddle Kmgdom literature, /Ju. I e,uhwg of King 

,J " ,.,., c rroborate th,. murder According to the latter wntmg, 

Sen" sret If eard rha fathers di::ath while on• rrul1tan umpa,gn m the Western desert 

\\'h> Amcnemhet sho 1lcl ha,e ~en mu1dea:d 1s not c,ear He does not 1eern to have been a 

parui:ularly \veak Im: P1rl< nson comments upcn rhetorical questtons m the ' '[ '"' h1rg as 

rt-frmr. to th,. h.mm and saH the atta · probably or gmued there (1991 4Q 5:?) 

"Had an~ "'oman prenously u1sed 11oops' 
Is tumult ra sed m the Residence' 
Is \\ater "hich destrou the earth le: •o.rth7 

Are comm nen &cr.1H:d bv "hat they h.ne done' • 

If s tt \\ u l).)UJb y a quest on of succernon, "hlch he had sought to o,crcome b) co-opting 

Sen"' uct The attcr kn., re. ncd th., thr I e, although th., prec.auuons taken by Amer.emhd 

1tad e, ltd 1 urder 

In w,1., and a:r. the 12tt c!, na n t.i cd tie hMgh1 of its ~ ·,er, that of th pro,m~11I nobles 

.,.~, •educed Their feuc!al v ,an .a \Utes be\an rust mt ol tbc cro" n under the ca,·11 

•utltonty of• rr..yor Th.ts s enu tc. O.l\e t.ren fm,11) pcne,,::! luring the reign of Senwosrct Ill 

( 187 -I ~41} frorn •.,hich tune the I,, ld!1 g 01 •he l(real pr \Inc al tombs su.:h as those at Bent 

H~un c1mc to an end. 

I ootnot, i 

' St·•• S, huln~n ( I 'l<l I /2 79 ;,-I) "ho 1,n I , pU,n 'hutcn, al •rt is dl'PI< tion ol •n all wh1, h ha<i tnJlt-ss 

rq" l,tic n l!t', IC"' thL· N•nnl', p.il, tlc •• I,, tn~ • svmkl!i. •In , ru-tm,·!11 cf •n •••rlter aL t. 
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CHAPTER 5 

ANCIE .JT EGYPTIA RELIGION A OVERVIEW 

5.1 HISTORICAL ROOTS 

Egypt n ,e 

drc ti kt 

C ept 

c-arl est rude 

mund.it n 

e ,,ronrnem 

Ct I e Has n tombs h.id bttn pra t1sc -1 for at 

It I \ n I ~ ' r t S 11 

: "as p1 posed 1hat 

In tum the r st ry of the religion ha 

can fr m , I I I t e la d a mes 1 

land rNppeu~ c;i !'I year fl s e enclcrf'd • 

l,c ame a d n I rt ~•ure ol an tent E..,) p: ar. re' g n The 

h \\C ha,e a r rd are fr s and ma~cs • an the result of tl.e 

tie earl re :, n myths \\e1e a reflectt II c• :he i:h)srcal 

~ er 1 •2 27) 

TI1e lmtorv of the country s cl sci> m:ed eked '"' h its re1 g n h.H clue to o nature been 

p-csen ted to us •rrough the medium f :hat rel gron \',f.! obsene tt In the urnples and 

cmbod,ed III ti f eral pr,•par 1t1 n •he Egvptr ns mJde m rder to •~'1te,e and enJo1 etermt 

\\1 le "c t.:,r, 

1d,r, 

reta 

d t e matC'ri the a:1 1cm F.g,~•• n bad no s11ch 

r ,el tie death f the flesh but could 

r,. rred t lie reu,eriated 

f r cl tlung a o foo.! hi<1 to b,· rro\lded c, Cf\ dn m 

the tCffif Jes Tl e In e be:,, een rca:,a nn ! nuge \\ as al bl irred 1 o spe,k or \Hit•' tl,e nrn1e 

of a man fer h1111 mean: life 1he recital of off,.rmgs mad th sc o•ter,ni;< \IM;ilc E,en the 

dra\\lng had the pop rt~ t l,c me real:~ m the t mb 

. ' , 
./ -.7 
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tra 

,I 

uu that th"1r v.1 " 1s not 

rdid a t f rcpcum 1 

man rec 110 n • t 

,l.. a bt-11 ..,,h " n I ,1 man 

ca ,.Jes, re-pet u n of 1e.nu~• 1n luted b 

ti .al all re' u, ans Ir" held to 

JC17J 22 111C Cl On l 

A!'l\ human act 

mo t l "cx1m1 l "hi h tt oa :I~ rrpr'tlh .tn a I p rmcd at the 

s of the an 1cnt p an concept of subst tuuon and 

the t m mu•a'• a a t e repct1t n f the od st !"t m the dt"br1t1om of the 

( trt.1 mHh a: A 

c car y Egyptuin g ds "Cf" crud,. nd t c r ongins obscurc- 1 are m st pmn,me de tics \ et 

"''i1 c their car, h1uory "'' I st or ear~ r r ottm ceruin of them sun,,cd 10 •PF"" .1\ 

ap-:,tr p.31 firurcs e\cn amon the more s fhiU catcd de1t1es of u ter age T pica! of such 1 

d•1l~ 1s the Ir , one of the earliest crc.iturcs to aa\\l from the pram<"•al \ulen but "hich 

sum,cd e•"n mto the Ute and Ronur. periods (\\1'lans n :9°2 106 ~ / ,~ 47) 

.-

f,g 47 Ir 'Hllt'I! fr 1, o, ba. i.,rt 
m '"' 11 ttu:f,• 1 rite :\I, l ,!e /\u•g: "' 

The mural from a temple of the l.ite period, m ,..,htch the frog in :he gu,sc- of tht' goddess I llf,fel, 

O•«"m.•cs thr b11:h of Hen<> (1'•~2 IC ti Fig 2 • I ,g -18) '"""• to confirm this nsumpt1on 
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Fig -18 I rog r,dJe,r 
f/.,hr ot'<'twemg rht> 
birth of Hon, I JI• 

perio,J T ,nnpl.l of // ,b,; 

5.2 o EOCRAPHICAL INFLUENCE ON THE NATURE OF EGYPTIAN RELIGION 

."Jlted to he ,d ~I u be, ,fs of anc,ent Ei;,l twas the,r concept of the univer,e This, as was th1: 

h1sto1v ( \ , "as c!o e\ ~l!,.,d to the gecgraphy Th" \\00rlri, tc, the ,rnc1~nt Egyptians \,H 

vlc\,ert is a O,t plan• t e the allev floor, the sky a ffot phte support··d abo\'e ,t. This concept 

con1:n11 d thr ughout ancient Egyrt s h,s, rv The 1-ueroglvph for sky 1s pee (Gardiner N l = Fig 

,o; 

l :g 10 

fl: r s;J,.pl, 
NI ''<'I 

Tr., ,h· 

f ii; SI Skv 110.I.I,·» .'Jr.1 I' 1p1·,1t> 
~< ,/1,111,,1 ,t,/tr•t] / ( f•,11,L,I\ 

o7 

Fig 50 
l-!1er<1gtvph, 
Pei T,,, WuS, 
1 t ... L'('n , ..,urlh 
• ',,,llu.r, of 
,r, 
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► 

f,g 5} k, }11 ' g{,-ph P lP\T 

I'.iJ,wn 1121,t I,, 1 ry 

l ,g 53 The I.: -ig 11;,hol /1111{ :l:t' skv 
tlit,u o/Tuh.tr,p 251!1 /11•,u1 • 

l .i• t e t p of ,, al 

"n tudd d ,, t 

The 1dei that the sl..} be g upheld b su~poru, clc,,rl} sho" n in / ,g 51) "9S, Sp.:-ncer belie,es, 

mi1ut'nced by the desc:: cl1tfs c· e.,Mpment creJtmg ,he :mprcss,on of ,,all,. do" n to the edges 

of the -alley cncour.iicd ti c E!;! pt,ans 10 concez, c the idea of dt•serts marking th · l1m11s of the 

"orld The·r ab,l '• :o retain old 1deJs :og,•ther \\1th the nc" ""'c I dcnwnstrated by the fact 

that th,s concept pe•mted 101,g atte, the Eg, ptlans had be~o,ne a,, a:e cf l.rnds wdl beyond he 

confin<"S of the ,a e, (S, en,cr J •) 2 ;: 

ri r : \le11.-s fin: k ng f tie 1st d, nam (2i1:0.22~0), there 1s lattle 1ntormat1on bc~ond a 

t nuon of des n n pcttc, of, e l•te Ger:c.1n penod ('.aqa,!.i II c"lO:,O) ~ Somt> of these 

ci gr s sh " 

sumed t I c a fc· h 

,r • 

m:s or t 1,ns or eH·n gods (190-l 17 F,i; li 

e r,.pre .-n:ed an b11. tot ,,onh1p sa1111g that the pc1e \\1th 1:s 

~s. < JII th,. her &l\~h fc, I! d lltt,lur 

1 : s , e ~, • tr 

. ' . I • . • ' , • --=--- ,. I ._ 

• ' "' j . . . . 
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A nd ,,1th I th 

F1 S-t 
, hi,• rr f 11 1 

r r ru u 
tr f T 

1 ·,g S S G,•r.c: m Poles w11h 
s:reamer, lirtr Jew/ope l 
0110 embl,~•: of d1t111ny 

The N e born am 6 th ,..,aters or the greJt bkes of CC"tral Atr1 a, and ted bv the outpounng 

or the mon o r.am vcr Eth,op a, ,, as 6 500 km long b, :he :1me 1t re,~ Lied the Egyptian 

De :3 unl KC, that : e Eb);;t"n~ e,er bcCJmc cogms~n• of ta source although thev w1'"e 

car : br 1, h: do" n n 1ts flood waters life gl\1r.g m:h b,ack soil 'i"he~ 

un:r K.m1 °the a k land and the arr ,al of t! e annual flo d ,, a, seen as the 

I, unt\ f •h '..tic g l-fop1 

\ le a;:pr .. a:mg •he qua I: es of the:r r •er from ~n agncu :ural point oi v1c\\, 11 ,. d~ub1:u. 

" , ther the E~;:t ,ns ever analHed m soc al effet: on C:8! p: The Rorn•ns, acqumng ~ml 

"nl, gmg ,h .. e.-np re r the Grech consol1d.1:ed their , •H lands ,, 1th roads, long-last ng ant'nes 

of comrr.1.mcat1on Egypt ,, as ne,er , ne"tl of such arteries The :-,.:1Je fulf11lcd ,II 

c r, m n a:1on purposes I: car·1ed pc pie, g ods and ideas It" H mdes:ructible, 10 f~r u man 

,-as co ricemed a d 1: b unrl ra:her +..in divided Not le.11:, 1: probably united the- commun1:1c~• 

g 6 So !ar as : poss1b e :o tdl thc,re ,, as nc, er any fanA:1c1sm \\Ith regard to local gods 

\\
1 

en ,n time roH: · ok t i: el• ,h,. premier goas and goddesses the ,anous local d-:111e, 

,, ere 11,ll ,,orsh1ppea by the r adheren·s and pcference for on" seems to h3,e been no bar to 

embrAcmg thcrs 

enc ur~ged th 

ronl gods and g 

5.3 EG'rPTIAN DEITIES 

-i b~:"een comm "'l,:1es from eJr!y ddvs must ha,e 

rg the Ei;ypuans nn<1 their dr1t es and ,n t,mc- e•cn :he 

n t cir re\pe ' I\C' :emp e$ 

5 3 1 THEIi. DEVELOPME IT 

Ap•t fr '11 a ner s e~ f the ma n E&)'pt an rpla cinEB}~ Ian 

sub 

s dmc•tJt n : e~•er mt 1ength> d··cum on S'1ch a comp.ex 

h " d r I V ~n I, e the g ds I i-:cl t I- \ e mn .. t'n ed ti C' 

)· . . 
,,, .:. ,. .. . ~ . 

. . ~ . -- . . 
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► I 

,et e 

cc r 

a•c a'• \ ~tab h d a d 1t s 

n \\ ti an~ cerumt> c; ch md1cat,om as there arc 

t Egypt became occup ed by ,anous mb.l gr ups o,cr • pc:1od of 

t m r ther than by a large I Huon f one nation Tribal stnca o: pro,,nces (Gk nomes) 

dt-, cl ped as a m tte• f expc-d1ency or nltl .. ral select on That these lndl\ 1du3l dJStrlcts had ~t 

It-a tone perhaps a ,ar ety or :he r o vn parucubr deities 1s a prcbJb1!1ty, and that 1n some cases 

t ese became a 1m1btcd to ne ~r. the·, s mc,e than lrkely 

Or cf t e car est cf the Eg)p an monarchs (, 3000) kn " as Kir.g Scorp10,1, from a 

mac head on wh ch the king ar.d sc rp on arc closely related throws some l,ght on the early 

period (Sames and ~:alek 19 0 ~a Amor.g other thmgs the top ct the macchead hu a series 

oflapwtngs hang -ig'-c the cm '"" • King Sc rp1onl a ,1es 'l.lor,tet tCo4 2•) These allies 

are r prescntc.! b tvp c.· t , C(. of\\ h1 h CC r sh \\ I fetish or to:em c:-1ontct 

.; .,..: ► g I 

/'1g So I ..ir1.i11gs ci: :/:e m.1.e of K11:g 
' T{'I 11 ., •• ,I:• I 10 11 t>:L' ~inb/,.,,u 

This ,, as not ,tr1 1sol~•ed case as Is dcu from both tl,e St.II palette on , h1ch tht- ncme stand.irds 

ore depicted,, :h hands gr as;; 1 g ., rope band ng eaf II\~ (.-\ldrd I !'ls- SO 1=16 -G Cit :! Fi.: 5) 

and the ob,crse f ·he, t \C p• cite of ~armer\, l n: the k1r. 

nome mnd~r · .-\:-r d HJ,- 3 F,g -lti Ch 4 F,g 33) 

preceded by ~c irers curymg 

It might be assumed :h,- :he Dc!:n areJ h1s:cn 1!1:, kno\,n JS Lo"e• Egypt, \\JS mhab1:eJ and 

de\dOFt-d first, In~ e, f :he fac.t •hat three creator gods den,c !rem that area Pr,,h from 

:-1emph1• 0 in Ir m Bu 1rs and R ir m On Ho\\c,cr the tour pairs of pnmc\al de111es 

"hose centre ,,as Khcme u (l.:cr Herm pols) and\, hose leader "a• Tl, rh rnav ,., c: ha, c been 

' ~ . 
. ' . , . 

. -

4 
I 
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► 

i\l e 

£:gyp! from ti 

Su cquc t, th 

n blc ton I bc..n 

cont nued to \, onh 

1 :,2 :!1) 

r u t 

upper an f I 

"" 

\ I 

na be 

1 ti e S ut,1 rn anc' 

trat on f Nub1,1 s , h ent,:r 

r Eg) pl \\c:rc ur 11ed by \\ •r u 1 :.n2 '), "h 

ff1 111 rd1g1on as "e kno, t ly ~ ·· , ar,; " • n the 

r ar h a1 f rtestl> c ntr c:d r<' Jn, ,, I ,ch I ma111fcs1 in ll e ro, al and 

p ,, , unt and cxclus1, e ,, I le ti c rrmon p~.iple undoubtedh 

u ,ar et)' f g ls uts1dc lite o" ,,,If Id 

Snee the l::ll)pUans ne,cr h.ad to • s luauon thJt pr curled 111 

rce c and As1,1 i\' n r "I c•t. nd, 1dual c m nun :,es d ,1 • db, moi.ntamous regions, cx1st ('d 

1so .atcd fr m 1, r ucnth an tag 111st1c to\\ ar.h ne gl I t (.") th<' d,, ellers ,,!oni;s1de 

tie N le h~d n cl e ut I be n<"1bl boun, com1 ell 1 • d nrted b) their efforts. to ~ontrol 

.,nd Ul :I fl d ,atcn ot t nH:r ,f the, \H"l'C to St r\l\C S h an 01,somg s,l lld\1011 could 

"cld toi;c:tl er a far fTIOre c.imp .11s,11,t anc! un tcd c mm 11111, th r 1s ustomarv ar.10116 tribal 

gr i.rs ,, ho ore g<' brapl C• h <'I ,ratrd This 11, borne out > tli, ta t th.at from the tune <'lf 

union 1.ndcr ~!enc cmcrgl's a tJI rant so !Cl) p.irt1cu ar \ c,1drnt tn rdat1 n to th,·1r rel gmus 

bd c.-f. The concc.-p of contmual aml renc.-" ab1c.- commmm e,preued and ,ndcrs.tood as '"·'-' ' 

(tr\lth, cosmic r lt'r and .:,1111 ,br, 11 .) ,.,,•111ua:I~ amc to d rnl11Jt(' their rc.-hg1om cons,1oumc.-u, 

and issume t h,· for n : a god.less It 1s d·ff1c11h to s,1} ,, h, n tlm posit" e ,md reprcsentat1H~ 

e\f ,.ss1on of'"·'"'' 111 ;hc for,11 ot a be11 g "••s 1ntrodu"d e1ta111l) tho• '"'"'' godJess figure IS 

,el\' µronunrnt m the :-.:e" t-:11111.!om tombs, ~ltho::,ugh sla ,loci. r. t seem to ha,e featured 111 th.­

tombs c • the.- Old and :-!1.f.ilc• Kmildom 

\\l 1lt', m1111ber of IJ a' or 11011 rO}.il g-,ds "ere "ors.li1pped bi, th,• ordmar\ pe.;,plt' there "ere d 

1111rnbcr \\ho to~ (('tlJIII .. ,1c1 t r,::, d b..ith rol,"!o 011.- f thMl earh kr11l11, gods \\HS. 

5.l Ha) HAP/ 

Ont' ,,ouh1 ha,, e,;i t ,l a11, I p,mc.-rful N,lc 6od \\'ha• cm,•g«f \\,U J series of :--:,le g,ru' 

more rec,., th callt'd te III lt) tigures bi, Baines (]<i..,;) (Horr ,i 1, J083 ~~.,8 F,116 • /•I! 57} 

The onl) fecur cttl) f, u < "I .i ,, qu c.-J an 11 .I pc,1J n: e"n.-n.e as .i d.:11\ ,, .is 1/,11•1, "I .:>\C 

f,!CJ!ld,t~ roe tend d, ,c.- I d " tie J ~ "' <Ill I) 11,s " rsl Ip" .,s an annual 1fl111 

pos\ 11} 1111!-ed I th It" ~o) 

t)·p1cal fc•,1111d1t) f" i 

l1e"ubcl1e,edt I, II• a,c 11 , 1 t,01 1\"'' 1 • pe•rs nab,Hrd.-ffromfhl, 

71 
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\ t t 

~ .3 Hb) HORUS 

. .. 
t f I .ai;o. I d l ,, 

I>; 

f 1, 57 Ft•4.•o:,lir. ~ ,, ,,c 

I ,g 5.o 
Jf l,"1 L, I 

fecw, tt:y 

f•~•,n• 12 rli 
t/_m,Li!_\ ,\/,!If 

F:g 50 
H,,r· 01 111, ca., 

' L,1ii,orr nt• tf 1:.:ps 

,;,j ::: ... ,\' ii,• :o 
ri.- • 1)1 't.,r Lrtf't'r 
.,,.J l.ou·.-r tg:.rr 
IJ,,; relief Plnl..u! 

1g I , t I ns 1, both nurd1ern 

Th .. d1st.1·1t '- 1L
0 he 1,,,s a 1 .111c1cnt god of th.- s~y 31,d k1ngsh1p, \\ho absorbed a "hole set of 

1 ot!s "1th h11,h torm (llor 1111111 JCl71 227) Our first records sh"'' h1111 ,is the 1/om,fal,un of 

ti d.,,ast1c J.11,1,, on dll 1\or1 p.ind from Abydos \,here the n~me ,lf King Aha ( Menes') 

1r,, •rr. 1, ,th tlu I I,,·.- (~lu1rle I 0~0 :?O - / ii( oOJ 

T e 11 r ',ll, 111 ir I ep, ",entJt1, 11, ho,, c, er m "h1,h the relationship 1s ck.irly seen. l> on the I ,t 

d , .,st~ \td< of f..ing D1c1 ~lr.o lo•,11d 1 \by•fos (Kemp 198:138 Fig 10 - / •I! nl J 

ih,·1 • 1$ io11 •~ ,0ntu,1O11 rl.'i!Jrd1ng /111ru., ,d10 .iJJpear, 111 1,111ous forms, /lvru,1 the U,J,., ( f'tt 

o2) !OL111d .it f:dfu ,,1 , lia" ~-he,1ded rndn, and/ /,m,, lhl' Yow,gn (I /o,.J',1-Khre,l), son of O,irn 

.,nd /,., ~ho\\n .1\ a 5111.1II bo1· l\llh the s1dc-!oc~ t>f youth, (I ,I! oJ) In .l<ld1t1on there 1s the 

fJllll tJr !Jlcon {/vn,, h1\ ~,,,,u.1\1011 .. 1111 dw 1•.>y~l h,·us,· u,nf11111ed in tlw \\ear111g of th<.' 

rO\\ 11s ol ••l'P•·r ~• .l lo,, rr I g\ pl [ I lornung 1 <181 14 5 fig 1:, / 1,: O•I) 

4° .' ~ • ,"· 1 . - . " . ' 

' . , ,, . . . ~ . ., 
. ' ·~ ~ . 

1 
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I 

fig 6<, foo1y fr.igme11111.lming 
K.ti,g ,\h., i,oth /-/om, Pww/ Aby,lo, 

Fig c:i2 Hori,, 
the El,il!r 

Fi,: 61 
D1er fvurrh ki,•,; 
of E inc Dy,i.L<t\ 
Sc •l,1 h~mng 11.i,n,•, 
flortt.l ,.uJL.l ~,/u.._,: 
f,,,,1,/e ,nor,j .-\i·y I s 

F,g 63 Hon.., 
the r' :m~[,. 

/'1g 64 I for1s, in 
,I ,\ l,,r< h 1!11.·h•1 

/"11; 6ci li:oc, 
Re,roro,, j rl:.· 
I .. OJ Ii m 

hg 65 I /vru., f'role;:1i,ig thl! 
4th Jvn.1.,cv K111i: ivwrhrc'il 

C • • .. • .. 

. \ . ~ . ~ . . . . . . 

,II 
I 
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H ''"' rn a, nt 

t " 

fig 67 The SoL1r e-.<' 
of florw, I'ator,J 
of Tut.mkh.i.m,m 

t a do r arr.e !> th m •d r • rc,o;r e hrs lathers 

ater reitored b) l n tit (f,g Ou) as a c\ln>cqucn c of,, hrch 

.,.,.,,.,,L•r.,•:ed a m dd of '1 al de,otr< • d the ,.v_ •" ,s 

\\ re a a:t.:d \\1tr •he Sun and ,\loon, the ngh 

r •I e \! n The l ,e of /l,Jr'tr ,,as one 

ft nternn and ~!ill<' e Kmgd-,rn 

I Ig o • Th 11,11.u ~• 
i;J 1/o,a, /'.•er · 1: 
of 111t.11,k/411ni.11 

/,go' 1:,,,,of 
fl orru 011 c-ojf n, 
of.\/, 11k.ibu hr, c 
In: n•H'.lr ll,' p ttJtl 

11 rm •lso Ins an J1socu110n ,s1th the\\ est as I for.J.:'1:.- In tlm gu se hc rs sl O\\ n as a man" ,:h 

a ha,, i-. mask,, en e I\ de cr,bed as "// r ,kh:v, I I r., 11i1e•lluri:u1,, sun god usu•ll, falcon 

he.Hlcd of:cn combined ",th H, ,,s 1<11 // r 1kh1v· lF aull.ncr I '185 l 0-l Spell I 00) The fact that 

II 1•ukii1v h•s a ha"~ cad ,sled tot esuppo:1111011 th 1: JO ancient h.mk g ,! "as one of·hosc: 

gods ,,h h b .lme f sed \\1th tie fa n god/ I m, Hrs ta! on unJge, ho"c,cr, rc:n11ned 

~:u hed to th!' m ar I "ho rcu sd a// , . .., t tic an ng h,s ot! er n mcncl.1ture 

. . 
- f • • .. , 
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& 1 AN B 

~ I t n at t r I c 

G ha\e na t\ 

In t~ Pt I 

f fa ~ s h that 

" d , ~t r m num 

t--l1 as a black a 1blv n 1a kal or, tn 

a m x i fnr 1 , 11h a dog d a d a hum n body Pr m • 1.e soc ct,es fre ,ue ,:Iv ha,e a 

h3-. h e•nb•a f r ,1 This n svs1em "hereby a pt'non, 

an al v~e:ab e or obiect sacred. 6 

/\rlWllSIII 15 

1 , st the be ngs and 

m 

ab e to c ntr 

emblems of: c gr 

Tl.e 15th nome a 

! se • 1me1 a s1m lar 10 their 0\, n 

t g and an a dei re t.> prop1tinte, a 

t th •~ rv a5 the\ p , 1de an explar,uon tor :l>e Jnl\f"rse 

r t 1 1 t ~ f ·m f mAn made idol, or fcmh \\ the t t 

asre t f that , hach man c~n see t!"i ,e 1ence nd I eels 

I e :h 1r 1, d ~ stat J ar.i orne tie dcnt .. 1c~11on 

e f :he C'I l len s r ti e n m s 

n ng Bena H 1 1n ,a a ,a kal • u'11s ns 1a er, bl,. n 

1\11 4Vi, 1s bclte,ed : ha,e JC"n the ch e: d of the d..,~d liefer t ,en e ct 0,,,.. atthough 

there 1s i:o 11:d cat on thJt he\, as in n~ \,a•, repres~nt ,me at 1e-b111'1 The g d "1s probab!y 

cmbodr•d b~ a can.:! wi11ch I au1,t.:d :he d · en e11•~: ries be1rg dssuc1i1ed \qth the ,,ecropohs 

fr m the carhe•: · t m Pn\ers are car ed t I m ·n :he Ide t m1•tJl::as and lie as ment1011ed 

n 19 •:! ~) 

•f e~ • s :1 et I f :he desert cemete,,< 

pr p r 1 J an J ,1 en I Im e .: be.:amc , mrnon !.c became the 

ti d•ad ear ,lprr ~11,e 

r, e ti r na• h 

f: I l ' t 

' . . . . ·.•·. . ; . . ··-:-:-'\ ; . . . . . . ... , ,. . . . . 
, . f • . . ' • . 

I • ' • 
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Fig .. I \, I IS 

l<'lth u 1S /!{'Ir 

ml 11kl1 

I ig 12 .An:,btS ..i.1 e1'1b,Jmer 

Anu IJ ha 'ur t • t-s amo g" h 1s the:: e L id • ,J th, i:,1, { rhe G i F:i:m .-,rly IU\S 

l.e , as u ,J:ed , :h shr n Al: ug· .o e.uly sbmes rrma1n repr~er.u:,or,s o· th<'m 

afpcar m the Is: d rus:y ard • v apF'elr :o ha,c been I i;ht strut:ures ei lamce-,,or~ In :he 

ustnt ons b--Jo,, '•1·,h,, • n ,e'f ,s auoc1at<'d ,. 1th the fin: ,, h,te :he s•·cond has rc;:rodu~ed 

lupecrth·g d,~hrm 1951 :?:?•Fgll •hg73J 

That hts sta·us c,d n.:i: ciirruni,h o, er the ~eus ,s e,1de:.t from the r-1asn ~,cent .·ltml-i, found ,n 

blecoi:r: 1£163 -.; Pl 43 :::52 Pl Lil: and the funf.'mj 

;:apvrus of He• anc: his '"fe from the P·o ema1' ,-e ,od c j()() EC (f~·.1'-ne: 19-;:: I' He 1s 

presen• n a 6 re t an~ ' • e 

buria, ,herf.' h 

• rig i4 

p <t t C •p, 

th n e•nbaln•er : fre c rpsc and usa:ant at the 

'l\ lr-ee1 19-~'3:! f1i -b 

1"..lt .. u~h int' e ',e, :-.. gs! m .l,111!n. ,,3• prese1: \\1·h 0Hn he ,,H n~t .:rJ\\n into tr.•: 

cosmology or M\th o• ttlat g d When ud•em~nt ,n the u:;de•" r!J bcc~rr.e a rrgular :omb 

:r I r •• ,. c f r ,, c t, ng ·he heJr: and ad us:ing the 

. , . . . •l· , 
. . . . ~ . ' ' 

.. . . ' ' 
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5 3 2 THE .;REA TION GOOS 

5 J 2(il THE ROLE OF THE GOOS 

• 
F ,g i 4 .t111,b1, 1.J r tmg 11 

opc,1111g / lliLI,, 11th ceruriouv 

I ,g -s. l11 ,br o/fici 4/111 • H thd 

,,..,rglu 6 f rhe h.-,ui Neu, K.urg:lo n 

e ear y ma. :est an, t!u~msc!. cs amor>:: th•~ people, ",.,e not lr'Corporate<l 

mt.;) a crei: n s~ t m The pre ts o· On (He!iopol,s} cer.tre of :he sun-worship, F'oduc,.d one 

su h c:osm g nv m " h 11m ng ot, c· \Jw, (i::r:morc1al ocean) Sb (,1) air, Tl!j11111 (b) 

devel 

dcr ne Th, 

s y god,:.:1s "ere mcor;:,or,11ed, together '"th O,.rr, (•) 

(fig 7 a h This Great Ennc~r. was also folio" ed by a Ltnlc 

d u der the lcade·$h1p ..,f // , . ., (Ed1,.uds 19,2 21) 

1,! o ~!cmp 1t theok;;v 1,as responsible for creation bv the '"ord, 

cir e,·olu:,on r h,s:orical de,do;,m.-nt d1fr:cult to 

f .utrsans ,nd craium,.n (/',r 76 t) 

c : rdy bnd ed • e p t , een r m c • and the H~ co mcgony ! )was a:s hJct a hist or, o• Im 

. . 
. . . . '-.___ 
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► 
I 

I I. 

\ { .~ 
1EJ\\_J 1 , 

.\ ,=--.-...........::_~ 

b)T,/111<1 

( •)\ ti: 

l-rg 7o f'rm.ipa! g:rl, ,,,1 
go.l.i<',us cf th, 
11,liop(jlll,1•1 E11•1t'tl.l 
.:iu I ::u_. \le,n;.Jm,• g l I t,1h 

a d th " er .arv 

(c)N·,1 , Gcb 

{e O,iris 
(fl/su 

/h :--.J,'J l::i1\' (1) />:.,/, 
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\, rsh ppd 

the '"''or d \ n ght His ch cl 

:her gods and usual! c!cp ,·ed m 

frequent v appe.ars as a s 1u disc rsoc1ated ,,1th 

'beth ,.ads and g:iddeues He 1s possibly most r!'a<hl}· 

1denuf cd n h s c!cJd f r 1 "I ~n h<' s represented as a r.im-headed man He assume, various 

~ rms anrl n the t mb of Nefer:an appears as an Osmde t,zure \,cJrmg th.- rams head of 

Knnmn (\\ ilk n n I 4 12 F J.i hg -7 

fit ;; Rtt u-.:;;irurg :ht• r urt .t 

J1c,d 1 Km llln lsu l!I I 

,\',1 i,1h•.' tllh.r ·" , •• 
I 111! ,j\:~ "" 7,,.1, .• 

H,s cu: c!'ntre ,,,1s On (Gk Hel,opol,s) A ro),11 60 I such ,,·Js h,s m:lucnce, that ,, hen the 

Thebans cle,·ated :her god """Ill (the god" ho l,,ed in dJrkness) they l111kcd hm1 to ihe sun god 

as Amrm,R, This as c!e.irly a contrad,ctton m t,.rms, but a conf1rmat1on ot thc unassailable 

position of R .. , ,, ho, m spite of the w,desprc,d ,,orsh,p of both O,m, and. l1n1111 continued to 

c!ommatc Egyptian rcl,g1on 

l , 
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5 3 2 I OS/RI 

th 111 k d t the N IO 

t\lt._ ,g h c a e e e a• I t r 11a c d r te<linthet nbsoft t'4thd}"' ty 

t t t \\~ n t pcnu e u d~cl pmcnt T btn I omts ou: 

t t c ,r rt nt ch r t r stic <. 0,111 ,s that n at lent some c ,rly 1rad1u-,m, I \\ as 

ns dercd to be a tne of demon, ind tua'i, h stile to th(' de~d certamh to tl.c roysl dead 

He quotes Utteran e 534 of the Pyramid tcx:s In,, hich • protection prayer for the king sa)S • 

r.by Osiris not c mi-" th Ins e, I com 11g, 

D not 01, e• , ,r a•ms t I 

T n t e n to sa, t t there " u t appc~r t ha,e h«-r arh l,o :11
.t} ~ •1,een the solar 

rd, ous S\Stem ,nd "hat he a "the hth 11 rel g, us sntem rnectcd \\Ith() ,r/, ,\t the 

same t me he po1r ts ut :I It ,, e , se fr n \ ,, us su 1,r te,ts ('\'Iden e of tb: S) 11thr.:s1s of 

t e :,, o traditions { I I 09) 

R.md'c Clarke (JQ, 97 ills O ,,., "•I em s: ''"d nch1c ement of the rgypian in.•gmat,on·, 

~nd al \\ le t e H,gh Go { I a the lc-g c,,I concert of the supreme 

pcrs mf, at n I ,rr () 111 demands S)rnpa:hv As the essent al v1ct1111, Ins being 1,enged 

conf •ms thJt JU • e and rde• JHC est b ,shed un "Mth \\'h1le the other gods arc transcender t 

0 l'U 1s 1mm nent the sufterer "'·t eq 1•ll~ :h-, po\\er 'r~ 1-al ond f..rt1lt1y in the \,orld To 

become an r J,111 :hereforc. \\J5 t be I cone \\Jth the cosrmc t)cles of death ~nd rceb1rth 

Clarke secs the other maJcr e;ods bcmg there to account for the ortgm and nmntenance of the 

\\Orld ( 1959 flct.09) 

Petric, ,,hn dui; a: :,Jqad., at the c,nd oi the l'•th cen•ury, d1• o,ered I ·.-•dvn11trc gra,es rn 

,, hrch th .. cond111on of the bod,es sui;t~s:cd d1sm.-m:.,C1 tn"'nt as p,,rt of th.- bun"! ntu•I Th,s has 

been linked to earl\ (),111, ,, rsh1p. 1I c la1:er, ,ccordmg t the 111) th. h."ing b,:en di,rnembered 

by h,s broth.,, ' 1/1 H , e er there I ,s b mud1 ir rm m ,bout the rr,1so11s for tlm form of 

buml anci 1t rnll rcmams u•ircs ht.I 

Da\l,i (198:! 74) fovis the popuhr1t> of() "'' 111 ti .. c:ortte,t of th<' ,·,ctor)' ot good o,er 

suff.-ring and e,·,I, thrs lu11ng ar1 e.1I t or the or.lmar> 111,111 rn preference to the R,• .ult of roral 

r~tromge and prr-,stl, h,crnrch,· 'fhc as1ect of U,111, as tl,e peopl-,'s l(Od o,ercame all others 

e,en After he had bt>en brought 11110 eq ,a1
1\\ "1th th.- ro,·al sun g<>d \\'hde O,iri, de,·cloped 

into the gre.,t and F"'' erful gcrt of the r cther1, orld, the ether m.11or god, He, 1, ,s euentially a 

god ol the l,"ng fah,arcls comments ti II tliev drd sh,,re , common fe.,1111c ,, di\ 11w cex.unf le of 

sur,1,al ~:t..-r deuh (1047 ::!7) r >,,,, :hou h rnurdercd b)' 'e1I, (r,11 7o tl \\.t\ restored to lrfe 

so 
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I 

r • g at d11 

u O iru nc,crthd<'n 

app ~r d b<-)On the h r.z n to L reborn each 

fhC' mvth f 111 " th I d at c bcrmcnt and re bll'h, (alml)!>\ Cl'rta,r,I) ., de,doped 

,.It) rvc-ntua!ly became lncorporat~d ,n a grf!'•t fest I\ al f r n fan CM 

wlu ht ok I lacc II Abyd , 1, here I rA\C f one 01 the culy k :its vu ldent,f,ed" 11..- 10,n~ 

of the god h II d,if1cult to awx1atc anv spttJfic r c w,:n < ),.,,, at a g1vC'n tln•t' •nd ti.., cult 

be amc m th .. t'nd ~ mixture mcorpornting the pnn,l\lv" rat,• of 1h-, earl~ community and ,omc 

of the h1ghot Ideals of •n ad,•nced form of ,,,11 Ion Tht' d,smcmbcrmcnt of OO<llt's ~, found b) 

Petric and ur ous P)ram1d tcxu endorsing th: 0Jira, J,,g,nd of d1smemllt'fm<"nt led to thr bd1cf 

th t at _,. ca:iy uagc the O 1,L cult Incorporated the k1ll111g of the K10g (as An 0,1,a,) and tl1,1t 

t
1 ater O,mr est 1al 1, ,s a dc,d ,~d 111d l~s bJrbMous form of th,s cercrnony IJ It ,s ,, "'' 

bd1 1 cd that the tc"• 1, ere r t tntcrpretl' 1 correctly ftllcl 1h11 tn fac: thq , cfc, onl) 10 the 

onr,mAl O,.,u m) th Spencer (IO 2 , 42) co1e:rs this qucsl1"1r1 at some length It 1s not 

ant tu this d uertau n 

\\'hilc th c-uh dc,u .:- ,eel the r ,utous creation nl)ths, ,,11l11n the confines of •he pracstlv 

htcrarchv, Frankf r• r,l ,.. t th.: •he) h~ l l,ttle cff~'Ct on popular bcl,rfs He sa}• "the 1un 

, I SC d. h fl nil n•p •,t d h 

Creator"(l'1781 I) Ow,, 

5 l 2(C:I AMUN 

"I pt"aran ,. 011 the F1n1 D ,y rem,1ned for the Er,·pttans the 
, . ti er •• nd reigned 1upreme in the- 1111den, oriel Wlulc the 

,.1, un IN,, orld funerary mur~ls and MSS of the Ne1>' 

1hcuan monarchs c• t~ ft l hn and 12th dynm1~ .,}, ,. d their anc ... n·, loc.11 god of 1hebcs, 

.t\111,n "th,•lu!dcr.ont- lobcthesuprcmt-i: ii lle11of1 • 11 "'ll\\1thRt•' crownoffeathers 

1 11( 78) and som ·t,.-,1e III the form .:if ,\fin, an 

1thyphall1c god oftht-c:c ri ~re,s (llornung 1~83 107 • /, • 79) 

t\ mural an Ilic sc :-nu h~II of the Tr111p'e of R.unesr.s II at Abu Sunbel sh0,,s the k1111 offer1n1 

lrttuces 10,\1r,1 vln111, and /11, (1'hcq111tt, 1965 115) 1' 

1\m,m also too~ the forms ofa rMn and a aoosc (:-Slontct JOG4 137 Fag 41) fhe goose image 

faded but thte ram 1:n•gc rcmamr.rl consta111 (Q111,~e and Spcnrrr !''192 211 F11161 /',g RO) 

He first rnadt !111 appcar~nce u o• • c r d1t- 01,do,1,l, the prarn,t1vc crca,urrs of ch 101 from" h,ch 

Hr ~rose and of,, h1,h 1\'1o 1 ,,as the prtrnev~I ocean ,l,n1111 .ai,d his fcm.,lc counterpart 1\111,11111,•r, 

\\ere latrr con civet! a• 1h,. d)n~n11c eJ,-mer.t of the chno~ and the nulnsprina cf cr<'at1on 

(Fr,111! fort 197~ l "i-.Jn The, seem to h~,c ref,r<'scnted •Ir ~nd \\Ind 

SI 

. -

l 
1 

t\ 
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Fts:7 A,,11,,1 Fig 7911,n,m ,,, 
/or,n nf the 
111._;J /411/,. 
g(J,,I \fur 

r,, 80 ;\mu11 "' 

/om, of , 1 r,1111, 

J ro1,•c1111g 

Kurg 7,thllr,1,1 
c 690-604 nc 

Al•hough ✓\,n1m rOU! to prominence during the MrJdle •:in,dom, he rt'acht'd hrs greatest heights 

of Influence and ,, ea!th when the kings of the 18th dvnast\· addl'd chapels and cnd.:,wmenu to 

his 1mpos1:ig temple at Karn~k 16 

Sance hrs strong.,st Influence Ires ,n the 18th dynasty and beyond, 11 rs d,ff,cult to know the 

strength of hrs appeal to the people at the tame of constructron of the Bena Hasan tombs Once 

clev~te I by the Thcban monarchs, hrs name appeir • ,, 1th therrs in their royal insrgnra ,, hen he 

assumed the role of roval god It rs in tlm gulu: that he rs recorded at Ben, Hasan 

Having amen from th~ chaM, t\1111111 as an early creator god. could, forly easily, be linked 10 the 

great c.re1tor :-ocl R,• Hormrrg says that he rs pre-eminent among dert,.,s and in one single figure 

rs able to comlnnc ~11 the chMacterisucs of the creator an-! su: :a,ncr of the ,,orld ( 1982 27-l-5) 

I 3 2(el KHNUM 

The ownt'a of \WO of he tombs Jt !lenr H~sar1 bt'ar the name of this god A r~m-hcadcd god of 

the cat Mad reg1011 or the south, he "as m old creator god from Elephantine He preserved for 

hnn,clf •he unr,:J" 3ll 11.,• •e c,f crc,1tor of rnJn, by fashrcnrng ham on a pends wheel Wh,lt- he 

11 often sho,, 11 111th 51111i'IY a , ••,I ,.nd, the mo\t cornplct~ly 1dcnt,f'iablc inugc shows net only 
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I• 81) fl.c Ebv, t1ar ccr: cpt ot 

I I f n 11,1 1e in ch,µ1 ,HI' flu th scenes 

,, /\l111•11n r, 1 n,ng •h" 1ucen und he: k11 (Fig 

K./11111111 app ,r to r-a, . tJr 1 • 1re; arc..:nd E!,•; l•.mtmc where his worsh,µ 

can be tracl'd t • c earlv d\l I t ~r d \ ternrle of Kh,.wn at Esn.,, of which the remains 

011 mo1tl} be aa~ ted 10 the Roman pt ri d, stJnd.s on thll' foundations of a tempi<' of the I Sth 

dynn't)' 

n~ 82 K/111wn mah·,· I /.ii,/,..r, Ill 

,11hJ ht!r K1.1 ou Ll poctt·r':, '-''Jil1t•l 

Since the kLl performed ~n l111p,;,rtant role 1n rdJt1on to the d,•ceucd, k.lrnwn 1,·as able to co­

e:--1st ,,·1th the other cre.1tor 6od.s, 1s \0"1<''.h111r. of a ,epar.11c entltf wnh J spec·ftc t,nk 

5.3 :l 1 HE GODDESSES 

5.3.J(a) THE MOTHER GOOOESSES 

Rundle- CIJrk su~.;•· ts th~t the main cult of the prdmtor1c people 1,·as thJt of a />.!other Goddess 

wl10 w3s ,1lso the sh This godd~ss worship, he believes would h,wl' been kept alive among the 

common peopl.- throughout tho: a6es, re~pp<'M1ng 111 prov1n,1JI centre!, ,, h .. n.-ver the off1c1al 

religion lost its grip ( 1 n59 ::?9) ' 

Both /.,is and I /.11/wr mother r.otlde1:es 1, ho rt' ,. h,gh 1r, th,• .11,c1ent Egvp1a'1 pantheon, 

app.-~r to have ong111.1ted as d~:t,,,s 111 their O\\ n nght L,t.,., they" er<· drawn 111to the Os1nan 

ennead of the prie\ts of On W11h tin,e th,· ntJlll ce 1tr1.:s ,IC 1u1red a god!), triaJ, of wh,,h one 

83 

. . . . ' 

. . . 
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t e I n 

,· 

hg kJ11r. I I,• 4 11 r Fig BS ,\hr 

5:: ~(bl /$TS 

Th s g oc!c!~ s sc united to O rru th : he• ·1 ns ha,~ t:ecn lost As his wife. she ,, as 

1c orded sat.is • a c;uctn, and had mam descr pme 1.:lcs including She of the Throne 

nf1rmed by the r: e•oglyph of her name "h1ch ancorp< rates , throne The umt e:nblem 1s 

usua,ly ,,om as her he1c!drcu, as the 1llustrat on sho"s (Hornuri '08:! Si Fig 7 • F,g Bo) 

Sh-, Is often sho,,n ~s In the 1llustr111on ,,1th he• arms cmbr.icang O,iri,, ma similar st1nce to 

that found on funcrarv su:ues of husband and,, 1fc , c, King ~-lykcrinus and his Queen (.-\ldred 

l 0:::.0 7 ~ F g •5) a'ld the d., 11f Scneb Jnd I: sf ,mtlv (Aldred I 0 S0 76 F,g 3-) 

/,., plays one of the !eJd r.g pMIS an :he O "" drama scck1ni; his bodv rcs:ormg ham to l1!c 

bcann11 H ""• and star.d,nE l:-cs1de ham 1"1 the Judgcment Sne 1s the cp,:on:e of the cie,cteJ 

"1fe .ar,d her cul: ou:las:ed those ot al, the c.:hcr Esvp11.m god.lesses She ,, n eminently 

powerful being a .\li,1•~ "f .\llgi, 're:~,r of ~tdl, ,,n,i G ,eu fnch.mr,,•,- but 1,h1lc she 

acquired a variety of e;:-1thets, titles ard pcrs 111f,ca110ns tn h..-r long career, her rol.- d•Jring the 

Old Kingdom and in:-, tl.t' 12th dvnasty 1, • p bably fairly s1mrlr and confined to the O,iris 

myth 

. . - ' 
• I • • . . 
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5 3 l(c) HA THOFi 

/ I ' ~0 (, fl 

au, 0 1,1 

/111/ro, , as one of the '"Jrltc: of Eg:1pt1an goddcncs She appears to ha,e Ix-en ;a form oi 

"mother cow-goddess ,,ho" as,, rshrppcd ~11 o,cr Eg)pt She app,:Jrs both ,11" ,,·oman 1, 1th a 

hcJJdrcss of co•, s horns (F,g 87) and u .i godden of the nt-thcn,·orld (\\'rlkrnson I Q92 .; Frg 2 
.. Fig 'IS) 

·~ " 

l-ig87 
11,uho, 11·11/: 

i:-ou• Ir nr 
lle,,,,frus 

f-i,; 8:::. f{.,1/1<1r ..,_, go,I.J,.,s 
of 1/,., 11e1:,u,wo,U 

f ,g 9 Ii"· 

g I cJ "'""·· 
,011 of I Ian, 
,m,/ //,trh1Jr 

In t1m,: she dc,.-fopd a corni l1c.1tcd rdat1onsh,p wtth the po" er of the King 15 She- 1s of:cn 

d1f11cu[1 to deflne since 111 th~ la:er per od her hc~ddreH ,;as worn b\ /,rs from ,,h1ch 11mc the 

s· 
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e rib 

-... h h e re nt 1~ c 

\'. k n I [ eve! ;:>tng an a c atto ,, 1th the 

ved t e dead, He1rho be am , m :hat role •he Lidy of the 

, e f"rm as f, uent'v sho,, n cmcrgmi; from the s1d,· of a 

•opolts Fig 88) 

\\'h1le Ins took on 1 .: attributes of d•votcd '>afc to 0,aru, at d m1..1hr-r of II •us, J{.,thor ,,..as 

u OCtltcd with t c cider I lorm and \\Ith lhy, the god of music her son (Fag 89) JI rh r 

acquire :I a V3ncty of funct,.ins appearmg among other tht"lgs, In de.sen shrine,, where sl .e was 

known u th,. Lt.Iv of rhe Tw,111,~1u One of the moi.t m1portant mncs w;n at Scr~b1t cl• 

Khad1m where the ,.,rlacst part of. temple to I larhor cxmed In t!-lc 12th c• "la•ty (Baines and 

Malek 1980:188) In this g\11se she assumed an 1potropa1c role 1!\ rel.u·cn to ti · nune worhrs 

Ho"ever, she never lost her ongmal adcntaty as a CO\\•godr! .. ss ~ h•• columns 11, ~ ••• rtolcma,c 

tempi!! at Dcnd!!ra c!carly sho,~ :h,s asp,.<t of her ong,ns (Hornung 1."11;2 1 ;,: F111 I I • fig 90) 

Fig 90 1/.irhor 
pill.tr from 
her , • .,rrle "' 
De11Ju ... 

Possibly dcnvc:1 from wild cattle, she always exh1b1'5 • benign character Many agricultural 

chapel scenes sho" distraught CO\\ s follo,, mg the herdsmen across water 10 reach I.cir caln:s 

Th,. "lature of the co" is exemplified bv the use of the dc:term1nat1, e of a cc,1, sud· Im& a calf for 

,., shou• sol1citu..la l Gard1,1er ES) 

' . . A. . . .. 
, · .. I :- 4J • 

~· , ... · . ' . .e. ' ' 
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£llcl TA R TA,' 

Ir 

fig lTir-tr1,11/1 
Ilg' f p•ole II " 

,.J l -

T. r ,rt" • : pre int ,, me•1 

r •t"Sent tie cbrger at•acl ed to 

~ - -
~Wlllil1!1gt';;"LJtt?.~m,· 

I,,. • I _,:/i ·t ,.,..,rn,g rl11m, 
pa r cf III i:hfh.ill1c- j,1,,ire 

She was ,,orsh1;>pec! all \'C!' E~pt ur.d th s "ould dou des ha,. app',cd at Sen Haun She 

l o1c! no temp e of t· o ,n ut appe r : hJvc bee'l accorded pare tn o,',(r Perh~ps this "as 

influenced bv th,. f • tha: s e , , a g nh , e e, a~.: 10 •., mer She ·equentlv appears 

n •ur e· I ~ ~? r J:id en n an e: , , arc!s ,, ere he ,, ar 

5.J.,,,J ,>AKH/:T 

PccJl1ar to Ben Ha an Jt ·his pcnod, s tlic goudess J',,i.:1,.•t der e f,gure ot • ,, oman 

anti the head of~ 1 nca Sl.e was a fe,nome creatur , 10 attac~ed m ners "orklng m the 

descr: rei;1on 1'.1kh,: e.xemf lit1cs U ,e trans•: en from fear to ,, orsh,? She has sometimes bee:t 

con'used "1th Sel.:hme/ "horn H.,rri ng describes u a goddess wors'11; ped in l\len1ph1s "here 

she formd a mac! "1th 1'1,1/: and \, r •r•em ( 10:,2 282) 5,,J..hmc!I 1s the better b1.wn of the 

lioness-goddesses bu· a thoi.gh she and l'.ikli.•1 sh.,re the same 1conograrhy, t he,· are n, 0 

u'.i:;,1rate entitles H rnul' has no he u: n in dcmgn.1:inz P 1kl,.·t u J loc:JI goddess pcint11'~ 

out that m~ny such ce,t•es bore names Jemed directly fr.>m th,. rl,1,es "here th\!,. "c:rc 

manifest He Its ts various de,t,e!, sa, ' , that thc,r names ,, ere sometimes ,11:nbutable to t} p1cal 

lc3tures of their man fest.t1on, as• ·•1 l·h•r, t"JrC:r Jpart' "ho was 1H,rsh1pped as J lioness at 

the mouths of ,, ac'n ( I 9S2 -2) r :l:m:r,111cn of l' 11.:itet occurs on J p,pyrus illustrating 

spells 163 and 164 of:ne fl ,ok of,J, ,I (F3ulkner 1972 159,160,111 on pl63,. F,g 92) 

\\'h !,- S~dl 1o3 d c: n : spc f1 All~ m P.tl:I ·r Spe'i lol says "To c-e wd o,er (a f1gwine 

of) ,\l111 ha,,'16 •hrce ~<:JCU one ~,rg , d c.f / 1L:hc1 ,,caring plumes · The pap}rus 1s 

. . A • , .. '-";, - . , . 
d • 

, . .., I • ... , ,. . 
' . ~ 

1 
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r 
' 
I 

I 

Th< I 

I nt fie i , t~ dv r t r. 
\\ mdn ,, th t11c ad fa I n 

P.zkh r on c ha, 'lg tran !J•ed fr ,,, ~ 

pro\1d ng pr tect1on ago·nst ti rs 

1n general El,:, I H1 a •he > ~ 
: me 

5 4 PHARAOH AND THE GOOS 

\\ t 

r a 

r , t 

l C f ar "' ch 
I n Th fe 31e f the spccu,s became a 

1 po• ropa1c god.Jen not on!;. 

,1g11nst the cbn en of th.- dcsrrt 

,ed t I ,e had II temple of l'.i.kher at th.,: 

The relat .>nshtp bet\\ een Phan,oh and the de1t)' \\ as substar.t1atc i "!,en I for,., became a,cepted 

as the son of O mr nd / , , and the Pharaoh became the Ii, mg / lent, Subsequent Iv, on his 

death tie k ng be ame the reb rn O,,,. The origins of roy.,l sun 1,orsh1p, Me not kno" n That 

It tl-•1,cd rlu rg t e 4•h d 1 •:} and be,ond ~ e\ldenced bv the masme pyramid ~nd <Lin• 

r1rnrncs of :he Pha•aohs I pClrnbly de,eloped from earl er st Ar \\Orsh1p, 

ahh ugl, C, nrk- a tie 1tars "ere 111.: ,, onlup~d for themsch .-s but for their relauon to 

0,,,,, 

,mpolar stars" h ch nC\ er set 1n th" night sk}· offcr a hope of rcsurrt•ct,on 

re t de eased is directed to bec-ome an ,mpcnshable s:nr nnd so l"c 

I pro~ ner. c dur1 ,g the 4th dynastr is not l-.no1, n It •nav ha,e 

In s:hood a: On ,, ho "<'r<' l><,,ng challenged by the strong ~ult of 

A!tho t>h t c Ph.iraoh bears the title .011 of fl, h,s relat,onsh,p 1< not so pos1t,1e ~s m 

the II rm IJ ,,. rm:~ It 1s dit11cult :o rn.,ke ., hud and fan d1stir.c11on bet\\een the O,iri, 

group ot d,.,t,es and the Ph 1r., me group m the la:er forms of the re!,61on 

S1r1ct! the teni1 l<'s of the 12th ,-h-nan, ~nd t'.irlier ,,wt' largdy dest ro~ed 1t 1s d,tfi~ult t::> 

com1 .irc tliern \\ 1th tht" temples ra,s,d b,· 1he , 'c\\ Kmg,lorn rh~r.ioh~ ,,·,th "Inch ,, ~ are 

farn1li.1r from t;1cir massi,c ruuu Jl Thebes The l-.111g s~,ms to h.i,c been ti,..- High Priest, ,,,t h 

cerum C<'rc:mon,cs res.-n ed for '11111 ~Ion..- Undoul.:edl) much of th"' d.111\' ceremonial "ould 

ha•·t! be n 1mdert.1k~n br th" r<'std<"nt priests, and 11 ,,as ,II t,11rlr remote.• trom the gener31 

populat,on "ho were no: .11101, e,i 111•1' tie ternr•le, or!, r ti 3"1, n Sf ecrnl occ.,~,ons ,,.d th,.,, on!~ 

in a restr,ned ~•Mt 

, 
. . . . . 
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~ r1 ate 

r Iv 

fr..: b,r:h 

""f" a roec.- ary t b ,cq 11·c n,·11ts I• hu 

·m f d ra y H \,c,cr, the .. arly 1nst1tut101 and continued ,,orsl11p 

f .ld:. "-, •ui;i;..,$1 tl,~t the, rdu, J~µic ah, ays ant1c1;,ated some \urt of"' ter-lafc 

O,rr, was so csscnt111l~ a d~1ni. and rmng god tlut there "ould havc been little point m 

worsh1pp111g I m had life aft,•r dcAth not b·en the uhunate aun \Ve are prc,bably \Hong m 

assurn g that • he foll f • m n •chy oper.cd the d or to the c,;,ectat,on of 1 he afterl.fe to all 

and sundry It cLd ·he \\I cti"nal life throu~ 1 the prc\lousl,· una1tainal>lc royal door 

I \\Cr f U 111, " 1ld n t ha~e neeci d th.-, rotra :ed eltorts to pro, ,de 

I fe" 1th111 t ct mb The retention ot both /~e ar,d Osans 1•1 tl,e pr"f 11,t,ons for thc dead 1s one 

more c,amp'., f th" 11b1l1t~ of the ancient Egyp11~ns 10 retain doctrines .. ven "hen they were m 

oppos1taon to ea h • er 

ne rat .,•r extra rd n]f) cust m "u the continued us" of tht! ~If> .I, ,,.u r formula not onlv m 

the tombs but r t e st,.Jae erccterl 1n holv places e,cn m the absen,.- cf sppro,al from the 

m nar h 

The "erful mfl of the k ng mall aspects ei the rel g • be ll (_; ir,, er lie "orsh1p nc, er 

cc scd to be par uni he "as the one ;,nd onh mtermedtar~ "ho,e rol ... ,, ai ne, er 

challenged Und tedly the !ormula Lecame iust that, a formi.lat1on cf" on-ls but the fact 

chat at ,, a\ ah, an included 1s scme md1cat1on of the 111d1\ls1ble rdat onsh1p 111 ancient Egypt 

bcn,een goe1. monarch and man 

5.5 THE UNSEEN PRESENCE 

In pl~ t m the t mb tan ,,. : Ell)pt r1 ce the de .. ,se ! ha.l 1a~ n up l11s residence th::rc \\as 

:~c presence of the/.:,, and the i 1 

5,5 1 THE KA 

In raj! l'.12, K/1111"" is sho"n f8!ob1orung t ,o hum~n being> The S<."Cond f1g11re, apparently 

1dent l'al to tl.e c:her "as 10 tht' anca,:nt Egvr,tun, a sp,r • 131 cone ept It , ,,s the •nd,v,,lual s 

k, , It a,com1 anicd the Fcrson d mng h s lof,·tunc nncl a•s 1med the role cf pro\lder of the lofc­

support in the tomb Q 11rkc (J.:102 ,-) r :ers oJ tt a a s1:•ta11111•g sp1nt Frankf-,rt St',.S the l•, , 

,'15 th,. ,.-suit ct the Ei;v, t, ins ep I , spmt .al , "" of :ood The same \\ er,! k,, denow,g 

go 
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.. • t t 

4 

n t 

uble of olte• r-.e, 

is umc fr n ti e d 

a 

u 

ti 

: : .1: the 011< •1Jt 1s , en old 

,, ht."re i od ff~m" ,, e,, made for the 

1cl,e, the offer ng plac .. \\as e,panded tr.to a 

h thr t , c uld emerge' ~ldred I 157 I 13 Pl 

1 h ,du h tie;. , c uld op.:rnte Somet1mn 

u us \ had a ma op<n ng "1 a 1~,d ",th the 

: e d t'Uffi <OU d w sustdtnt'd (Ste" art 

,., , ,, th th .. tk,eascd s11tm6 dt a 

,e th(' d r Ste\\arl 10-1 fror ll pt e) ~ .. ,i a Jta:ue of ti(' ,1-Ct.,,sed 

Pl 4 ) Tiw F cm se ,,a dut through tht' statue- the­

a o 1feru,, ~ r the b,; n.,fit of th,· deceased Thn appears to 

ha\t' been one aspc , • :he .-ad) : 111!» th.it \\as not r~trr :.-d to :1,e king Ed"Mds d~crrbes 

th•de,eloprnen: 111 .\tastabas flx,•h Krr,g, and nob:~ d thf' ~ncl .rnd 1rd 0)11.w1es (1947 35-

.i.;) 

~•anif~t.tttom of the K, \\ere r •. m.-• us and 1arrecl lnc-orporatl"d 11110 obJf'cts used m rituals, as 

a se-•u,• of Irle po\\er t 1s ,-110\\11 to h.~,e aprr:ared Pl a~pc~,t·on 1,1th tl,e ,mkh (\\'1ll-111son 

!'1°2 48 F,g I / ri; 0./J ft ,,a, treq .er.th 11se,! 111 ••mc:rar\ onte, ts (I 1n::: 4!; Frg 3 -= fig 95) 

a11d \\U also extenJ,·d as a form uf I.ea 1dress rcpr~entatl\e of th,• ~mg's double, a~ 1s dppar,·nt 

from the cult f,gme of the I •th ,h nasty king Her .\.,, rbre fr,,,n Dashur ( . .\.ldr~d 1980 136 Frg 

100, \V," ,son 1£1')2 -1'1 F,g '.! I,,: Ooj 

\\1l~1mon belie,<"$ th~ Ir" to ha\e been an aspect ol bO,h goch ,md humans And sugge-sts that the 

nar1i,- Eg\ pt pruh.il,h t"\t.,hd I r uch thr G,ed., Iron th~ ar ,..-nt rwne of r-.!emphrs J/111-kJ­

J 1..m or Hom.- of ti..- , I / 1,,i1 ('.\ .l~r n I ,q2 ~•l) 
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5 5 2 THE B!\ 

hg 96 K l •St.ll/11" 

Kwg H or Au ,brt 
C / ioO n<. [).,J,.;'111, 

The fust "rltlen r.:fcrcnce to the bu .vould appeu to be m the Pyr,urud Texts which, although 

largely influenced bv Hel1opobun theolog) show traces of very pnrrut1vc beliefs Aldred says 

th.it m gener~l the te>ts were pos1t1oned on the tomb walls to ensure that the "bu or spmt of the 

dead king sh.ill mount to hea,m" ( 1987 111) Pnor to the M1ddle Kingdom, only the gods and 

the long were s.11d to po,~r.ss a b,, The bu which has been described as the soul of mob1hty 

(Quirke and Spencer 1992 65) "~' mtl"rpreted as a surrogate 'mover', havin~ the ability to move 

on behalf of the decrued, anc.l to leave and return to the tomb While the Ira provided 

suster,ance, the I;,.,. "ould seem to h.a,·e provided the means whereby the deceased could cnioy 

the benefits of his .aftcr-hfe m and out of the tomb The ba w.as portrayed u a human-headed 

bird (Faulkner 1972 52 Speil 26 • 1"1g 97), human u to ,pant and as free of movement as a bird 

(Monte\ 1964 I 6i Fig 4-1 • / 1g 98) 

Ho,..cvcr these 1conograph1c portrayals arc largely from the vignettes ~-=c-ompanymg papyrus 

te.xts , which appear m the tombs from the 18th d> nasty 
2
' 

In the Old Kingdom the function of the bu, reserved for the king and the gods, was to make 

their presence m1111fcst m the " orld It is often found in the plural form buu With the 

155uinptton of royal pn,1leges in the mtenm period and Middle Kingdom, when the funerary 

cult of the king "as adopted b) ordin.1ry mcih·1duals, each person was believed to have one sp1nt 

known as a I , (Q1..,rke I goz 106-107) 

91 
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11g 97 The B., 
u·t>Jru,g J J1eJ 
S;dl 26 Book 
of 1MDM f 

Fig 9i ll.1 
t'II/C'rlll6 
a r ,.,b 

Zakti..r referring to Osman Coffin Texu ,,·hKh show the b 1 ,v1th the co:pse, says that the 

mortuary te,cts of the ,'1.1,ddle K:ngdom, confining the bJ to the underground, prepared the w.y 

for the idea of the b..: going to th.- lower Duat, wluch 10 •he New Kingdom texts 1s an equ1,•alent 

for the nether ,,..orld ( 19'5S 11 O} 

5,5.3 MAAT 

Hornung defines .\I.J.J1 u the ·rerscmf1cat1on of the 'Order' of the world'(1982 27Cl) ~ccorded 

a pos1t1on in the hie. archy of the gods, she became the daughter of Re. However from •n euly 

period she acquired a double image .n the 'two .'vl<Am" \Vhcn depicted in 1conograph1c fo,m 

.he appears as a ,voman wearing an ostrich feather on her head From the 18th dynasty she 1s •o 

be found m the tombs in a ,ar1l"tV of s~mbolic roles, her assoc1at1on with the ceremony of the 

weighi.1g of the hem probablv being the mosr familiar (Fig 75) :, 

,\,!Jar wculd seem to ha"' ong,nJt,:d as a concept of order rather than as a goddess, although 

once proclaimed as Re", d.n,6hter, she be-:omes the creator of order in the "orld 

The Egyptians conce1ved the cre,t1on of a perfect world and attributed earthly misfortunes to 

the equ1l1brium of that \\"nrld having <'Cn disturbed. The k111g. as part god, was s,en to be the 

instrument th,ough which equilibrium was to be maintained, and "ho by reason of his god/man 

association had access to an afterl.fe Throu11h the king. therefore, the land and its people could 

thnv.- and be prctec:ea from disaster \V1trour sc1en:.f1c knowledg,: to a~count for natural 

phe ,e, a, ~ .-r1od1c n.it11ral disasters could. in ancient Egypt, have no logical cause, and such 

?ccu1r.:nces ass~med an •accountable" m13ge In time, ~nd particularly ,s the power of thf!' 

92 
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m 

am sour c d ;,r t t r cf a\! 

go dne ti wor nd th,- lv·rc t• r 

This ~es re 
b t trc nt ,id , ~er I fc I •met·\ :he tomb$, tr rn thr 

envi nn cnt f • the ca cd, tPC prCC\Ut1 OS 

taken ,g .. mt mishap bv rncar.s of ~cxts , u, ts charms, and the n .. •~Hr '" rds In simple 

terms ,,h~t ,,c :ind in the tombs is the c:-<pr• s ,on of the b,•licf that ~tall osu things mmt be 

,<cpl m order The quc~tion of pcnon 1I s n · d cs nc,t man,f,.st 1ts.-ll m the }.1,dcllc Kingdom z 

\,f.,i..11 H the godJ,•u or c:onccpt on wh,c:h king Jnd f,COjJl r••lt,-d ,s fo•111J tn cl <C • soc .ltlon 

With both gods md men The c ,mprehcr.s,ve ,\./.,JI f1gur., from the: M1dc of ~ ccftm ( 't:wberry 

1980 75 c fiK 9<l), dearly dcrnor,strat.-s the rclat1011~lup of ,\. f,i.cir to manv •''•!'~"' a of Egvpt1an 

rchg1011s and pow er s,·rnbolism 

Fig 99 7 ht• G,,.,U,·,, 
M<1..1t u•e.1ri,1g 1/,., 
owkh f,•,11hur af 
1r11tlt ,wd .,irr; ing 
11,.,, 1111klt, 

There was no c:onc•p of Egyi;mn life <he d,d not .-nter and she W~> believed to be revere..! by 

t!:.c other gor1,lc,,e< ;; can be s,•en m the ,llu\t1Jl1 n H.-r JHoc1attor1 \\Ith 1he de,c~JScd ,s 

cx.-rnrltf1..-d bv ti,,. w r~h1pp1ng ;, , h1rds on e,thi,r 11d.: of her h..-Jddreu 
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5 6 THE EARLIEST RELIGIOUS RECORDS 

5 G 1 H1E PYRAMID ll:(TS 

:\ th u I t>I 

fr 

II cm t 

r I n , ,c I d)r I ty, the P-.rd1111d Texts 1\oultl scerri, 

ralh f-,r J •<'t) I r g time Faull.nl'r supposes som,• of 

c for ntun~ One r.-f n 1 unJ' burial, , nether to , mud 

br J. ms ub ., l)pc r o I r.g r used b~ rov~ltt alter the 3rd dyn,sty Prote.tl\e hynins, 

a:;alnst 111D ,;;n 111!luc1 arc rncludei, ~• ,r, ,dcrrn,cs lo funeral rites In some 1mtanres, 

Faulkner linrh •he tc,u to 1'C threAtcning, the km~ ali.1011 bullymg tlie gods to 1ran1 Im .icces5 to 

h .. a,en f!OS~ 11) lncludl'd rnong th,• ,,.,h 1s the o,,cnini; of the mouth ccrcmony and the 

cfforu.g rm,~1 11 esc nre of part1rnlar lrllcnm in .c-nfin 111g tlMt su,h pract1Cl's, m add1t1on tu 

11,e b" lOncept, pre ddte the ,\Ii.Idle l\111i;d m 1-,111!,s 1 h, P} ran.id 1ci.1s also tliro\\ a l11ht on 

relrg1ous belt, h during the earl'.) d) ndSIIC I criod SIil c the> ref'e, t • bcli.-f Ill an ~fttr•hfe among 

:he ctr urn1i.ila, stus 11,e J>HA1111d hu,ldcrs, ho\\Ch' h•J 111011"d a"av from thrs concept and 

l~lic-c:d III solar altc-r I f,. for the king 111 tlie cornpam of thl" Sim gc,d 

By the Middle Km dom \\ I n ~ guMantccd after-lite could be obt•11 ,•d bv .1II able to conform to 

the requir -d rn uol ritrs ti te,u ~Pll<1•r m l11er.,11c •cr11•1 on the insides of coff111s rat! •r tlnn 

mc1sed ~nd coloured on I c t 11,l, "alls Th y Also bc,.mc gru.h e,1"11ded by A 11r1cty of 

s1 ells, Mn prorrnn nt among tlic reli111011s Lel,efs rdlected tl,,rem, 1s the demo11011 of the sun• 

god and tl,e rromouon c,I f >.111,, u the g d und.:r "horn tl,e deceased ,, 1Shes to s~nd the 

4ft.-rl1fe Asrn111lnerl I the g d. the deceased becomes ref<•rred ton ·the Ow1> (N)" 

FAull.11er proµuses that the 1ud1,m1rn1 of the de•d •nse as a result of the p1ll.ige and tomb 

•obbcr~· du11n11 the 1111ard11c •ncl 111 ter111ed1Jlt' pt'nod, •nd \\JS intended to ad as .a deterrent to 

the la\1 I"' nf'$S of the llllle• ems, 12) Ortgmally the god of Judgement .,ppNrs to h•1c been 

n~mcien b,,1 011,e < )w" b1·can1e cst•bhshed ~s the prl'1111er god ,,f the ncthcn,orld he 

111e\lt"bl, t:iok 01 er tlm mantl,• ,ind bc.,,me the god of iudgemcnt 

Ho\\e,er the grcat,•r ~3rt of th,• J.n,ml.:Jge ,,c ha~e of these h1c:rilt1C tt'\ts, :s from the llwk of 

th, I h' .. ,i thl' spells transferred fr,,,n p}rarrnd to rnffm, later to p,lpHu\, and 111dudcd m burials 

lrl'lt,•lw l8thd~11Jst1 01mMds 

In 11 , •roub .-d 11111ci follu\\ 11,i: up,>n the ,•ml of tht Old K111gd.Jm tomb comtruc11on be,ame 

e,pc·1 s1H , th.- \H>r l.111J11sl111 f!Qot Mid rn 1,.-u -,f murJ!., t,•\ls on tlw coffins, bcga11 to be 

11!1Jstrdtl"d lbs 11111.:i1~11v11 \,~s r,p.,nd.-.1 dllO \\1111<• the offms of the p-,or \,tr.: of mferi.:i1 

qual11v, • c, o ms of th, 1-,cal 11"b!cmc11 began"' l><- m,,r;o d.1b0r,Hl" drtd ,, 11c1, fcJturc "as tlw 

111trod11d1u1 ol I osw\ 101 M•d lunC'r,ir} <qt11p1111.•11t b11ghtl\ p .. 11,1,•d on th(' 1111e111.ir surfa,es 

f:,t.-r,01 surface~ cir cl l.:iuri,1 b.111d~ of d,-cor,11 1011 111 lud111g ti,.. p.,l~,c la,adc design (a 

nt111ua11011 ol th, d ,;n n tlw ,.\l,.r,~r f 111111.,l•.u) a fAb" ,l.:,or 111,I thl" u,-li ll e,ei these 

'" 

... . ' 

. . . .-~ . 
. ' 
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Fig I CO Co/Jrn of ,Vukhr VII lv11,.,.,1v P"lace 
f.,",.adf! ,it·d,:11 a ~i&e Jnor ,01.i u1h.u evc1 

At ti s 11111.- 11 •,, a, 1tdl tlw ,m10111 tv bur, ti,.- dcu:a,,•d h mg on Im mi,• Orig111ally in the very 

eJrl1,s1 huriJI~ •. 1 fv .. t.1I pv,111<111 \\.1s ,,d.,µtcd. th, cofi·in li,·mg an almost square box 

Et11balmmP11t, .m,l tl,c nt· .. d w en, 111,111• tlw ,., cs I, d tv 11,., f.,n1d1u f<"t tJngl•I.H coffin and th< 

~,dc\\JYS pum1<,11 of th< bod~ N,•" torrm, f ·•111bJ!m11wn1 .,nd rn,m1my dt>corat1011 d1ct~t!"d the 

up" ~1 d fa, 111i; po,,:1011 111 "h h 1, _. Me at mto111.- i to ,.,e tf,., mun11n,e, from the New 

l\rngdorn tomhs 

5.6 2 MAGIC IN THE TOMBS 

The rndg1, 111ca11t t,um or sp,·II\ ,, l11d1 fwnlt'd dw liudv .,f the ~,yranud .ind ,offin te,ts \\ ere 

augrnenti,d by dmcdt'ls µl.lc.-d \Jll <lr around the curfJ)e 

Ghal,oungu1 5,1ys ",\l.,llll \\Js th<' child .:>f m,ins ,d,·Js .ib.,ut Im pl...:-e 111 the ,osrno~ (1063 17) 

H,• guc,s 011 to l'll\l'dlle ,·Ml1 111,111 JJt'flL'l\lng 111!11,df as ,1 small part of ,1 huge 111ed1an1sm, 

dcptrndt'nt upw, 010\t'Jlll'llts \\h1,li 111nul'l1l\'J l111mdf, but ,,h,.h could, Ill turn, be 111nuenced 

Cert,11nl, 111.u, b<'cdllll' a" ,ire 0f µ,,sitl\e and r11.'rJt1,e forces, e11e11 th<1ugh he •111ght not have 

e\pr• ,..J li1111".•lf 111 th,,". In 1m ,\l,1i;1,, ,,, man <·,ulq:d 11, en,1bted lrnn to e,ert some CllrHrol 

o,er these foru•, 111 rd,1t1,111 tc ,,!' ''" n i1t11,1t1,111 Une ,, ,l}' 1,, ,1,q1111,• protett1tJn ,1g.1111st <'Iii vr 

f'r\Jm "lu,~v stun,, to 1111,ljl~S ,ii \.HiOII~ godi. ,r,·.,turn ,,, Sl!jl,>, th,• rJ11g, ,,r 111 tljl< .irnuleu 

"•' endl,•,s nl\';r 11\t' (ru,scd ~11 O,lrfl('t~ of ,,1,1,1I }l,11U~ ,111d C\•I r'lt'd th,• f,lfljl<' ,,r t:\('f~ f,hd of 
,nf1u<'l1<,. 

I 
·, 

I 

I 
I 

1 
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Frg 102 Sdec11 11 i fwi.,~,v w11J.r, 

F,,: 103 Gl,:ed ,,,,u!,·1, .., 
;l,mb,; w ptt10 .,! 
\Vw,_rJ rl',1r,ib prttrce.l 
10 u,rch 10 """""'V A•1lrh 
Ji.-.l 111,I utu scrp.trr ' 

Amulets abc.lunded 11, ancient Egyptian tombs They "ere, ho,.evcr, v•,lne,able to tomt. 

prlf.-nng, and 1111,e mummies were often torn apJrt in order to retrieve obiects placed inside the 

"rJopmgs, not c,cn th.: dead "ere •ble to pre$~n.-e them \Vlulc hundreds of such •mulcts have 

sur.1vcd, one" r~mo\Crl from thr-ir original sctt,ng 1J.e1r h,noncal value \\',is lost In the case of 

Bena H1sJn ,,here ph.nde: wa. e.,tcmr,c ,,e can onlr gu<"ss th.H there "ere •mulcts with or 

around the munm, .-s, but cann : no" obtain rny n~lev1nt 1nforrnat1on 111 respect of them 

Other forms of prote :ion such ,H ,, 111,I, .,ere m use in the 11th ~nd 12th dyn1sttes, and these 

usually earned .a sclect,on ot tigures both real Jnd mythological Their purp,,sc .vas to protect 

mother ind child during ch1ldl:11rth 

The wan:!, or 1taff 11lus:rateu .JC O\\I was I rokcn tn ant1qu1:v (Qu rke I <'102 11 J F,g 6-1 • f,g 

/0-1) 
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It would have been included In funerary furnishings for protection at (re•) birth but Quirke 

~~cubics that It may have been considered too powerful to be kept in one piece next to the 

dead TI11s particular example ,s late M,ddle Kingdom 

5.1 THE HISTOPICAL SITUATION RELEVANT TO CONCEPTS IN TOMB 
DEVELOPMENT 

\\Ihde this diss<ert~t,on 11 not concerned with religious developrrents beyond the 12th dynasty, it 

IS rde\,.nt to note that followmg that penod, there was, for just over a hundred years (1640-

153:!), a loss of continuity m national dc.:velopment in Egypt Dunng this time a group of 

foreigners Hikau K~m (Hyksos), of Asiatic ong,n, gained control of the Delta The extent of 

their control beyond that region 1s questionable but they appear to have imposed their will on 

th<e remamdcr of the country in some measure Their depredations do not rel3te with this study 

of Ben1 Hasan Nevertheless ti1e11 tntrusion 11110 Egypt does have an effect on our auessmcnt of 

the iconography 111 the Ben, Hasan tomb, m compar,son w11h the decoration m the New 
Kingdom tombs 

The Hikau Klias111 left ltttle indication of their religious practices Their lasting effect lay m 

exposing the Egyptians In greater mea~ure to outside influences, in add1t1on to introducmg them 

to the benefits of far-flung conqu~sts 

By 1550 a series of Theban kings had o,ercorn~ the mtruders and established the 18th Egyptian 

dynasty Th,s was the beg,nnmg of the New Kingdom, wh,ch lasted unt,I 1070. The foreign 

Nars of the I 8th dyna1ty enriched both king and nobles and filled the coffers of the temples to 

overflowin6 This inevitably became refl('cted m the influence of the priests and manifested 

itself 1n the opulence of the tomb,, and the c:1:pansion and manipulation of the concepts there .. , 

One needs to be caut,ous in .::ornpanng Beni f lasan \v1th the tombs of the New Kmgdorn The 

religion was nornmally the s~me, nnd man) of the funeral murals and rite, appear to ha1•e 

continued unchanged It 1s 1mper,1tl\•e, however, not to confus<! later developments and 

extensions of funt·ral nmct>p~ ,, 1th1n these J;iter tombs with the sunpler forms m the Ben, 
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H n N t t 1d s be! ind t o c later dc,cl rnc111S were 

p escnt n t ,. cu' r t 

Relevant tot~ abo,e 11 " 1n1ercs•mg to n te the c.xtcns1011 of 1hc role of ✓l111,hu m the I 8th 

dynasty, \\ hen he appears m the murals o the \, .,,ghmg of th,. heart' Introduced Into the 

nethen,orld, togethn .-.11h th" deceased, he becomes the off1c1,1l who wc,ghs the heart (Put~am 

1 ~-:io 58) Ho" c,·er at the Hme t1m•·• the priests continued to use the /\1111h, head m 

emwlrnlng ntC5 
28 

The spells and their \lgncttes, comprmng the Book of the Dead, also show A,wbu engaged m 

various act1,·1t1es wath.n the tomb and in the net hem orld {F aulkncr 1993 146-14 7), 

,\f."41 a~ a ~rsonafaed godtl~s 1s prominent in tht> Ne\\ Kingdom tombs as are various other gods 

ar>d goddesses who are prommcntly emplcycd an the n"hcrworld, either u Judges or as 

,ntermcdaarics between the dece3sed and the great god O,in, 

In the New Kmgdom tombs one 1s ,cry conscious of the deceased in the netherworld, ,,·hereas 

the earlier tombs concentrated IMgely on the r'"product1on of earthly life, albeit m an ,dcal,sed 

form 

5.8 CONCLUSION 

1 he gods, goddt'$SCS, and religious concc1,1ts discussed above ,re not necessarily , ,sable in the 

f!'Urilh of the B .. ni Hn•n 1ombs The above 1ss<'ssmcnt has been motivated bv the intention to 

include those rel1g1ous faoors th lt e"sted at the time of the construct,on of t
1
1e tombs, whteh 

arc pres.:nt III them, or could h t\t! influenced the O\\ ners of the tombs m quernon. 

\\'1th no document~tton other than cm be found on the walls of the Beni Hasan tombs 

themselvc~, the efore, 11 mmt be as:iUmeJ th.,t th.:- rehgao,, ~s determined an these tombs follows 

the normal pAttNII of "m1lar t bs ~n i one 1s th~reforc 1u,t.f1ect ,n using such comparisons m 

assessing the Be111 Hasa!'I material 

Tins fl•pcct of ger11~ral pJHcrn an the reh 1ous observances embodied 111 the tombs w,11 ue 
d,scu!sed 111 the loll,J\\ 111 , 11 n c n erni, I "1th the socaJI ,spc<ts of the contemporary 

rcl1g1ru~ forces e,: ,nt ,t th • me 

' . 

I ~ , • 
. . 
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1 
t icrh,mlu, •Jn ,1, l.u m,, l'hJn, mrn"l"i;1,· tin Rd1J,l1,,n ( I ub1n~1 n I 933 ]491f, 36011) 

: lleinr, anJ l\,IJI<·~ ( I 9SO SJ 

' (,ar,lim·r I 95 7 RS 

' K,·mp ( I 989 II) d, .... us"'' tli, J"11111pl1"n th,: 11rRJn•'<·d soucly on>'<' Ir 1m J uill<·< ttvt· cf fort to control 

nv,•r,; but \JV\ lh1, i, 11nl ,o. \Vh1k• h<• ma1· bt· u1rrrd m<ofar as o rgani:1<:d S<>< 1cty 1s con[cmrd, mv 

prl'ml'><' ,, that th•· ,11,at1,u1 in "lrnh th< , ·arl, I.Kvr11ar1 tnh<>s lived, at th~ mu, 1 ur, n·turnng naturol 

phc·nllm1•non, lh,· ,nundatilln, '"'"Id hJI<' 1,•J th,·m t,, a«cpl • p<'>, cful u1•<•xist1·nu· rnthcr th.in J rival• 

nrll'nlatnl tl,·u l,,prn. nl I h,· IJllt r .. 11,·r. "', 11r, ,h,-n rh,·,i, JI x··••~ta plrn l>Jrm·rs ''"'t anJ m·1i;hbours 

hn 11nw alnm l>h pr,""" 1, l1J,.,d ,,n 1·,ril , nJlnrJI , <H'X"t,·m ,. rath,·r than th,· d1·11·l,1pm1·nt nf 

urgan,:..·,1 s,,,., ,ct y 

"snabo(,)uirk1•(199217J 

' l !11rmu1x l 19S2 I 8-) lint.., I IJrJt..hl\ '"th, mJ111k,wt1,·n ,,I R,· l)111rk,· ( 1992 17) s.·,·~ th1· rnmb1n.1tion 

with R,· a, J fis,1u111n~ mh• ,m,11.r "'' lion< l.r \ko ( 1991 111 1.-,tnuh· 32) rl'f," In thr I.at,• l·gypl1an 

form nl Rt•• I lt,rakhtv \\llh a ddm1Ll' Jrti, I,·, Th,· R,•, I lnrm ul th,· ! luri,:un with n •fcri·n,<· to lhl' 

I ld11,p,1litJn ,un g .. d 

• ·1 tw wur<l, mJn,1l,, f,.,m l'olrnn1.1 Jlll1<•11Kh th,· prJtll, c 1s found to b< umv~rSJI 

' l'nm1llv1· ll>ll'n11>m (k,•,n,1< h 1931 . 17), { ihalt"'in8UI ( 1963.17- 18) 

111 
S,1J,·k (1987) li,t, Jn,1 ,ll"'trat,·, \•Jr" stl'IJ1' w,th proy1·r, oddrt's!>ed lo l'lah, r,,unJ al \Jrn111s New 

Kingd,,m ,111·\ 1n, 1111l,n~ tlw '"'rk,·rs \IIIJg<' Jl Dl'ir cl•Mcd,no 

11 
Ldwor<ls (\952.l-lll) d," 11,w, th,· ungm, o l (him bd1c\',ng h,m lo ha,•,· origm, tcd in the nmlh Lower 

I gvpt1Jn n,,m,·,, ,·nlr,· 1111,1m, ,u~g.--11118 h,· wJ, l""'1hly a k" ~I k111~. l.,tn d,·!lt('d 

I' R1•inJ1h (1931 33.J-1 ), s1,.,·11u•r (19S2,30--l-l) 

11 l>turrav ( 1951 166• 16", I 1g 6) q11111O l'lut,m h 1, hum ,hl' feel, lo h.c sub,t~nl1Jllv, llrrt'll in,ufar a, thr 

prt'm1'><.. ol th,· nluJI ~,llrn~ ol lhl' kin111>J!. ,onL,·rn,·<l. 

l·.gvpl 

• • I~ ' 60 ,, ' ~ ... ~ .... : .; ' . ~ ' , 
.. , ... J: ... • • 

. ' ' ~ . .J...l ' •. . Ii 'ill , ~ 
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lo ,1ul\l1 11 • "' J I 1,I 11 r 11 " •h• r ,vol nllj\1 ,, in an,llnl I ,.,pl"" hJ,I ., Knl n lh•· 

, m'"' , p< ,,,t, ,n l 11 , , ul,, nln, 1 

"lli< P,,,"rml 111, l'1><nJI n,lh• K,r,,nll!Jlhor\lrJn~l•rl 1975162-IC:O) l{,licl\01 lkord· 

I Jharo Jncl 1111 1,·mrh ul f IJth,, al I.>. ml, ra h,m \1111 ,,h,•1• r II .lronkrn~ ln•m llw 11,t.kr nl 1lw I l•thor 

"'" (\\ 1IJ..1m••n I ~l::!2 !,')) 

11 I h, u.iual '1l< ,•I 11,, 1< mph "unJ..1111"11 hul "I' 1<)l 11I l'Jl.hl'I "r1•umhd Jl 1km I la·..,n I l•t,hq,sul 

{ I S1h ,h n•,t\) , n Jl11I J h '"I I, d11I" alnl 10 I ~i..h.-t al :,I"''' ,\rh rnhl,,s, -..,111h•"< ,t •1I &n1 I la1o1n 

(lla1m).1n.l Mah k I• 0 l2C:) 

tw.lm,r (195; 170 Iii) 

•. { ,ml,m r ( I <lS 7) I) 2 

•1 ll11 rolJh ,,1 Kini; ll11" r Jrol ,h na,1, (2630-2611) c•n b. :11., n ~t :,.Uara r.,,1 1<• h1' ~It rtuar.· 

I, rnr'• 

•' luullo.ntr(l9',S),Z•liJ..•r(I% ),1)111rl11 (19'1_ !0b) 

:• lh, h<arl •" i:lu I a.,am,11h, \IJal•ha1lur (I• lkn,r l!)S~ 14 '1 •11125), tlw h<'art '"'Klw.l •~•msl J 

h1•1n ,,1 ~1 ... ,1 (1,\11JJ..1 199.? ti6 I,, 3·) 

h 1·,..i, o, II IJllf ,It \l ,, pnl rn In< N,·" Km;; I, m I !'IJ1kk ( 19::,S) 

·• I 11mh ,,I ,,·nn, ;• rn (N,, I I l, ir , 1-~tul n,J, I Q1h d, n,,1v, l11n, 1,,,nar\ 11I lh<' ll'f11.-IJI'\' ,\nuh" "" nn,• 

""II pn·pan·• 1h,· mumm, (rr11 ,11, rill) Jn.l ,,n an,,1h, r I, a,ls 1h, ,ku •"·J m th, un,l1·r.,orlJ ,\ i;,,.,.t 

nampl,· Ill Anuhl\ m h.olh pn •h11rs1I .and f""I burial lum 111"1 

100 

• • • # 

. . .. 

J 
I 

• I 
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CHAPTER 6 

THE PEOPLE 

Ag I r Ill ll f I /11()/ltc r ,t,11, 

111 ,. 1h rune c,f th, mce.10,, 
From an Amarna tomb, 

Rornau 

6 1 A CONTROLLED SOCIETY 

Tue m~ e , r c1ent Egyp: pro ecrs tO\\ard the \\orld 1s th~t of • cc:-ntrolled and accountable 

s 1et)' From the introdu :1011 of cornmun1cat1on by glyph,, the keeping of accounts took 

precederic,. 01 er ti e ,-rnmg of lnt"r.llure 

fa<:f)th,ng, m ludmg her population, liad its name anct ,f ,,e are to bei,e,e such evidence as has 

been leit to u~. its place :S:arrnng was esH•m,al The nam.- of a person recorded and uttered 

afttt death, brought 1,fe,g" 111g benefits fa tended to include nor a, fauna and c,·en inanunate 

obiects, once these "·ere 1r1corporated 111 the tomb br 1,ord or iconography, their sur\lval ,n the 

ncther1,orld \\as,-:, ured for the benef,t of the deceased 

The kno,de:lge \\C ha,e --f, n rent E!:)pt an !>0C1ety largd~ eman,,tes fr, man unage created b~ 

the upper or h1erard1JI group 111 ,dcal,sed exfl('c•a1 1on of tl,cir "c,rld to come Included in and 

necesSM)' t.> the" ell,ve:n;; of this 1d .. al1sed world ,, ere the mrny "orkers on t heir estatc-s In 

prc.tcctmg therr lrfest)lc-, therefore, the h" rarch.11 group af,.o pro1e,ted that of the lo,,er social 

orders ,\luch of the 1nforrnat1011 1,c ha1e has been gathered from tomb mt1rals, funerary 

ob1ects, arc! te.,•s in 1an.:lus forms mtrvd•,c-ed into thl' tombs 

Decoration ot th<! 1, alls of the ma~1.,l1.1 terr.Is 111 the Old K111gdom onl) b~>c•m.- ",despread ,n 

th,. S· h dvnast} (Ed\, ards 19-17 41) Once the rnur.1ls were ext.-,1ded to include det,1ils of the 

life-st; le of the o,, r,er the lo,,·er socral orders dppear in br~e num~rs perform1r.g e,·en•-J3y 

ar:aan or menial :as~ The\ are recorded as me•3f ,,orl..ers lit>rdsnwn bdl..ers, but hers 111 fact 

,s p.uttctpants mall those opcrJtrons constd<!·ed n-,c,narv to the ton LO\\ ner 111 l11s f,,mr.- loie 

On 1ntrodJct1on to these dncrent Egvp:,an tomb m1 r.,ls, one 1s :rnp.~scd bv the d.-ta,I Jnd 

comrle,11y of them t1!s jnd their cvcu· "n From th,· b.-ioo~n. rl,1c:dl, ening f,gs "htle th.­

pi kers g3ther th! fru: the hNd,m.1u enc ir,1g1ng the rd,,,:dnt CO\\ to cross th, '""'• or th, 

mJstcr •n,1 Im !.d) enJ011ng the abundance of food pl ... ,d betorc :hem, nod,.ng seems to lia,e 

b.-en onwted 

I I 
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The tomb o,, ner 

,u1 s n e 

e 

tt 

t t a ur.t of 

e ,,ho 

: themsel\C 

a p r.a:,c"lS !or ,1 fut,:re life 

I~ "' the m~pr,~s1 n of a tNallv 

• part1cubr cal , . .,s 111 the same manner, '"th little 

r el'\ed spend 1r surrounded bv gJts or pro, mons "Inch the 

m H erogl, plu, neatly dra,,·n 1n rows accour.t for the: 

quantities off; od · fts or a1· !cs 

f-ormal and rcpct t ,ere 

dt:a1lsng the ,ano s per,: ns 

1111sunders:ood or o,erlooked 

r : c• deit), arc a n :iuded, and occasionally capt1cns 

, ers s taff are rccord:d to ~mure that notl11ng 1s 

On tlse ,ar10 1s 1,al s he• .per 1ses h s herds hunu dnd t1shes n the marsl-.es sho1,s us the 

numbers of \\orke·s cmplo ed : ket-, his d m~m i: \\Orksng order and the scribes kt-~p111g 

count c: the pr ced,r.gs Wnh utan, d,fi1 ult) It \\Ou!d be cu, to reduce the "hole thing to 

J 11st It 1s a personal ideal d spla,t'd nan impersonal fash10 

\Ve: lo as1onal > a,c a fe,, 1r,terchanges bct\\een the "orkt-n but these are Lugely mundane 

.. nd ~ar little rcla· n to natural comersa,1on ~Ian\' phrases Me d means of culcg1slng the 

mas:er 

Fer one brief pen d Akhenaten chosl! to po1e<t }us fam1h- as a unit, C~Joying one another's 

co•rt1 lll} and e,e1 sh~nng a m<"al The p<"r1od \\as short ll\ed ho1,·e,er, and \\'as the exct-r:,on 

nnher than the rule and ""'er ent1relv brckc ~,,·a~ from th-e convt-nt1c-n, Even tho, fam1I}' 

scenes, "htcl1 appear to be so pe•sonal m comp.1nson , .. th the Old and ~lsddlc Kingdom royal 

tombs, "ere, m fac1 ng1cl ,. obser,ant ol the rehg1011s background which they" ere intended to 

promote 

Stat11af\ and h11n !lg anci r lung scen••s, dcp,ct husbands, "1,es and children 1ccompa1w111g 

one a1,other bu: th :a:ues a:e i.suJlh r b1.::.~ restraint-din the po~1t1c-nmg of arms and hands, 

and the n .,nls are larbel, ca n1 al s ch ·h•t the, become rt'CCT ls in th,· acco11ntablc $Cn>e 

ra·her th~11 rc;..rodt. · n t gM ne f,m \ enes 

On,. aspect o' an 1e1 t E p ,n l,·e J es I ea ross ''-'" dcar,y and th.<t 1s the rna111tena11,e of 

, : t , o , t·rv clearh· dcfme<l soc'"I groups :h,. un,er .rnd lo" er da,s,es 

Thlt som ,, here : , e,.n • ere" as a middle class grv 1p performing tHks for th<' l.terarchy 

ano I., "flO!: ·I e i;ap b '" cer tit! I gh and the lo,, 1s nlmost , cert~mt, The Old K,r.gd.:m 

10-
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I 2 LI fERACY IN ANCIENl EGYPT 

2 1 fHEORETICAL LITERACY 

r .ti taff of thr 

all "c-1,te" ,rnd 

II e !Jnd, d proµnetor 

re a ut hhom 111 d11t~t and 

I.a ,., These ,re the 1er1l,es 

tie n b "' ar.d \\ I e , It ame to 

,11 hal trtt 

umtv 11nd their 1oc1al status, 

a tf:-.p1an1 et\ (Ill J-.~:?5QQ, l,n<U\•rrtingtobc,m 

,\ \er I 

A e a\, are of st fr m the .:•rl1cit ol recor,u. and 1t 

tan 11atc du11 g t~ 3000 ,car, of 1u e"\lc~cc 

a l.u " pr port ton of Eg, pli.ns, ""' e 

d.l1 0:"'f u> ~JUI unreliable.-

It r • la 11 ,ar el\ f C n,.-pa rnJ 1ntt'ffrrt~ton, Claiborn<' (JQQJ), 

11n nu f n 1 ,e II rc.-11111, I} l,111 numbe,s ot I pie "ho spcal,. F.n11l1d1 l>ut c•nnot re.Ad 111 

11 th fllllll} , I on re• .l • but 1, ho are mc11uhle of 1-r,11ng 11 He <lefmes the latter as 

pro1 le \\Io <an put do1,11 "--•ds (Ill paper, ,nd eH·n ,pell tht".m, or rec ti), hut cannot sel.-<1 and 

or 111111 their " rd.s 10 <OIIH'\ cl,~rl> ,,h•t 11,ev 1,,1nt to ~l~ H.- go.:\ on to quote Flesch 

(IQ i) 1, I .-u rn,tcd thHt m I cis I a quut, r of •i,• t"'P"I 1t1un of th, United St.tie, ".t\ 101111} 

1 I tcnte HC' add, 11 thcr ti r I,, Io ahl<" to re ,_j ,1 lal d cuuld d..i Intl,· <"lse f le ~ttnbutes tlm 

state f ,ff, n t I e , Ir lu 11011 clt.11ng th..- JQ:?Oi ol the lock Jud uv• 111.ihod, \\hich 

dl'f11\l:d 11,c dul lrrn f thc- ph nct,c Met! cd of sou11d111g ou: t!1t' •vllJblt>~ "Th1\ 'progrt'm,e' 

tr m ,1111011 Cl~1Lornc: ,.,u turn,•d thc- d k ol ht.-,.i. 1 b•.k 1110re ti an thrc-C' thou~•nd ye.rs, to 

h,uogl)l lnu (JQ I 2-· -2ib) 111 otlwr \\.:>rd\ ,t dl'.'µ..-mbt upon sl',•11,g wd rcml'.'mb,·nng 

11111,!, •• ci.d ti,. an, ,ent F.g1pt<dn ni<tltod ot p1 tUI<' 1,m,ng 

ln,tull) confined to Isa nnd • <ount, \\ritlllg de,ckpc,l .1 ~nond use f''""d,ng 1pt1om on 

111011w11, 111,, 111d, ,111116 the- 1 ,me o• the 01, ,1t'r or 1J,nt1f)111g d, .. 1 011,,gr,1ph" ~11h1,ct 11,Jtt'r1al 

R~tr1, ted to su Ii me th< " rd, did 1101 11,ed to be• -,,d as i111gu1Htt' ,cntcnccs, and PMk111,011 

Sl}S th•~ tie b, e I~• s a !undA111t•nt.1l genre of 1,r1t1ng 1hc e,pans101• 10 \\fllt<'ll texts tool,. 

IOi 
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6 2 2 APPLIED LITE.RACY THE SCRIBES 

Fr 

t •st the entire community "ere the scnbes 

E~ 11~n t re- rd I transa :ion on •r. ostrJc 1, th.• 

a. 1nte6ra pw of th,. d~1!y life er the p,·ople His 

1.-mples tombs ard tl-se market place, Jnd e,er.tually 

•ria k-<l him, to h Id the h ghe : f adm1n11,:ra,1, or" ccs 

In tombs of ·he n b.~s many scribes C3n be sel!n emp!o~ed in orJpnmng tf..- m.uter\ .iff.1r~. 

,,h1ch 1,1dudeci recor..: ne the numbers of r , c:ittle tcg"'thcr w1tn th" ,gnc11ltural produce from 

his t,eld!. Their -.,ork ,s .,Is eqd-,nced 111 the ,e~orru, in h1eroglyph1c fo1 m. of the offcnn11• 

tnccrpor3t•J in::-: .. ·omb mura' The r onginJl ,,·n:ing form, :\1.-roglyphlls 1,·.,s lug .. ly 1n the 

n ,tur.- 01 art st.c ""''8•1, a!thoug, th" scribe~ themsehes "ere not rc.-.1u1r ·d to reproduce their 

"Ork 111 th Prof.,rn I tor: 1, art·: rne·elv c f'l<'·l :he tc,a ,1 de:ermined by th;, 

scribes \\'1tl the :r •u t r • b1 ig•aph al •e,:s in the run.,~arv coir.pi<"X the ser\lces of the 

,en bes "ere e, en f ,r•her tn e,i ,'Id (Aldred 1 o..i· 90 Fig 5-1 = F111 I 05) 

I-',~ I 05 Th" .1 w11"<1r.i 
r(lu1 r.-.1J111g an 
Ult.'t!11l01'\1 f,o,n Ll 

p,1pyrii.,· to be ,op,.-,1 h• 
the [utit!r,.-1ry• }·,rih.•;, 

In time, cmme "nw1, b,11,d on t 1,.- r r.;n.il h1ero~l· ,hs ,,., de,t'l.-,ped for u~<" 111 everydJ~• 

transaet,cr,s th.,. on,(111al h1ero~ivphs b, .. I'~ re:11r1ed tor ten,plt ,1nd :omb use 

In th<" m1t,al H.1ges he ,e,er the s.:•.l:c mt!relv recor,!,~i , L1ect.;, later a.:t1ons It w,,s J 

considerable tune 1:~r re .1 con,inuous tc'(t with re.ognisable S<'nten, .. s could be produced 

(Jarnes 1%1 J,4) 

Th.- end of th~ :!ml , n.1 tv tc :,..49 J s., , t~e ,n,6,- ,s ., ,l~n.:,n of some 1mport.rnce, so r.,uch so 

·hat'""" ,n,-rni ,•rs ot th,.- 11,eru hv \\••ro;e µr~pand to be., kn,l\\n as scribes and to be sho,,n ,n 

this caf acitj 111 the:r tcn1bs Hcsvr~, 1n cir1cial under Dioser ,:!tJ0-26! I), on c.irved "ocdcn 
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► 
h1er 

I 
e me a nl.1 

t 

---

Hg/07 
Sc,, •s 

jlll('ln!ffll L 

I lie ,o,.hrh 
(<, ,r lin.., Y1 

1 • In t e ~op hne ot 

f •mall\ dr n, n m the 

m :he p ,:c.. had 

li•l a!•e 

,..z;:> F, • I ~ <; ,i1,,! C</"lf'n nr in 1,I, l, ,\,.,,'Ill f, la J 1•/i,•r u i1 ><' 

, I ,t I' ildt h..1 lu h I / , 1 ! m I i:l,1 l: ml• ,, I" 
' r f. , r , j 11 7 ii • I, '-Tl{ II n urcl uJ r h 
tT I •111•di lu ,\hJ!I K111 !m 
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. . . . . 

• r 

la 

e e tc and sons 

therefrom By 

at 1I c bc1 nmng of 

f d, r g ods from the 

, tr.lit attained m the Ne\• Kin dom 

u ) pen nent In respect of the social 1,tatus of a 

The s~ted sCJ1~ papnus • roll a ross knees rend,-red 1n 1~111tcd hmr.11one ( 'umun 1990 f10 • 

I I IO lJ IS 3 fam1'11r and tr1d111on~l figure 

The sh1b•1 of the rO\~l s,ribe ~nd O,erseer of the Cattle, TI1ut1rnes, al:o pa111ted limestone 

d.ncd e 1300 (Putnam 1 °00 6 • I 1g / I 0) cLffers from the Old Kmgdom wooden ~ncl of 

Hes)rc and the se•:ed scnbe Those t\\O tigur" are shown as scribes, the former w11h his 

,, ntmg 1m1 lc•ncnts the l.1:te· •., 1th his papyrus scroll Thut1mcs hu no scr1~I equipment 

whats e,cr The shal.: Is n t that c,I an crci,nary "sen ant' f1gme, but 1s an accomphshtd piece 

of" ork sho,, 111g Thut1mc arms croued with ,, hat appear to be J1.-.I amulets in lus hands 1-l ~ 
\, cars a long l,.,!t Mid , , .6, and 1s shown as a corF t man, the form used 1n Egyptian art for 

fecundity figures TI,e image of • prarnslng scnbc has gi,cn way to the .mag• of the man\ 

prospctom social status 

The third scnbal exa1111 le 1s a tomb mocd of a gunary showing ,,·orkers supervised by a scnbe 

"1th a \\lltl!lg board on lm ~nee$ (l'arl,_ nson 1!1Ql i3• Jig I I I), a board being the urnal wnllng 

matert~! for such \, ork 
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I 

art 

en p nil t!,. 

e 2 3 UIEROGLVF'H", H ERAllC 

fr 

re ,d t 

[j p 

ht> I 

I e, g ~! 

htera11 

IT npc 

fl 11ri.1u s,,\i t! ,t th••\ ,ho""d no rMlical departure 

1 po rd of h,, .. ci,1 pl,K 1111Jg,.,. 1.,ken from the 

111g the Ht {1988 74) From e3rlv 

d ier. pies , .: the Ir.1st w ,ddv used and onl) a 

n AU et ,, quire ,he train11 g nt'Ce• ,ar) to,,, rte and 

t 11 \I I tt'r ,:.- f"g I tPns \\ ul,l ha,,, had somc 

g , r ,I I t , Id ~l,d,11.- anrl N"" K,11gd.c1m was a fonn , f 

, rc lllt t b mg" ritt<'II qu,ckl\ ,, 1th I brush and 1s known ,s 

B~ ,ts r aturl' cur I'<~ 1h1s lnernt scn,,t 1s to be found tn ,1ft1c1al 1-,gJl documents' 

"here t rnw, be f rma' ,11 I 1elul1, cxc uted, to ,,n ~lmost dl<'g1bl" s.r.,wl of d ... ly business 

l•~ts fl, r1111 1 ri e·,n ti,,: "h1le c,cn scr,be wo .. ld k1101, h,crattc ·pharao111c E~,pt \\as 

• l.rnd oi restri,trd l,tcc.1 , (, 1::-'< i4) 

·1 he qucst1,,n anss"s as t II h, tlwse literate" Egv1-11,11is I c.1llv ,,·ere Bain.-s s.1ys that several Imes 

ot r"aso11111g sugg<:St ti "1 111 m,ist pen ds r,ot rrnne th.,n ,,n,. per cent .;.,f the popul,mon ,vere 

lit~rarc (JQS} 58,l) \\'e ~11011 th.it clos,• to the r()nl ho11se stood a line of scribes, wc:11 t rained 

and eff1c1e11t \\'e ,h,, !.1101, th.n b, th.: lSth ~nd l.1ter dyna$\1es the cl11ldren of the pnnleged 

cl,,sses 11 <'!re:- e11c:011ra~ed to a,1111re s► ,lls p•rt,1111111g to literac\' To a uirta,n extent we kno,,· 

ho" tl,.,1 ,,ere tr,1.ned \\'l,ere .111<1111 1,h•t cor .-l1t10ns ,_... do not kr.ow. Th~t the royal school 

".is rcspcns1ble for the ch,ldren of tl.c k ng ,111d the F'""ileged fo11 1s dear, but t he numbers of 

s.:r1bcs required throt.gho11' the lc•n6 th Jnd br<'adth of Egvpt must h,\\e neceH1tated local schoob 

"' poss1bh. ,1s ,, 1th .,rt1s 111s ti, t1,0111111g to.:.,k ph,e \\'1th111 the fam,ly, producing 111d1fferc:nt 

stJnrl;irch ot competenu! 

01.om,1~t1,J, ,1re lists ol nouM 1rr,111ge ! 111 ,.11,·;:tnes "11ho111 e,pl,111at1011 or ddm1t1on In 

add1t1011 to bc,mg list\ for t<'.1ch111g, ,:,c~bllLrr), th~) ,1lso represent a way of classit\111g existence 

110 

I 

I 

I 
I 
1 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



► 

A 

nbh 

tc: ato..re 

l I br ,r ' 

1 h 1 11e I b 11 

r Ir 

and nf •• nery In 11s 

th re uld ha,,• been 341 (I arl- nson 

"ere s nbal excer !\C'S used as 

1r n 1 ~ of a r,b,., but none, untortun~tely, g""s 

H able to •I e 1,kch· ~1prran1s 

\ f state ran •I c r O\\ n school , 1he pro'111C1al 

er .. ,m (l~n e 19 • 13 139) 

a ~C\\ Krr 1 pu tr e and are I t 

.. P~" J r., "'. 1 iu• e, •• 1 .. 

, g pArl1 1lar tr.ades r professions, sens tend to tollo" 111 their 

f a r be ti- s ,, <>u d undoubtedly be encouraged ~incc 

b1 • rd th .. ,c r rn \lc,erthcless :he truk lite••tc people 

n • i;.ut ~ularlv profuse and undoub1.-dlv thi:re 

, d ~ He fallen in1 the categoric~ of r~trrctcd 

d and " • 1he re tn< ted re,der\ ,, uld 

~ pie t da~ t~ t 

re rd " th 1: the c~;nb,ht) to produce 

-u pn:\loudy su.,r,-,1ed th re are man~ 

ff u : , th the,r sym1x 

6 2 4 LITERACY re L'll:RA1llHL 

a• t I I 

be- the c.la 1 ~I \\f, ng of an 

s 10m use cf hng1.1age (Bo,,rra,u 

,. 3: 111n , h~n a:lmm1str .. 11on 111 F.gvpt ,, u 

• •• ~ c• the 1 lrh ~11 I durm~ th,· 12th dynastv, 

" as!\ .ind ur.ul the rresent um<" cons1dert"d t.:> 

Ti1e b, guage ,uelf, commonlv called ~t,ddle 

.rarnmMs and d1c11011ar1es .,nd the lttcrM)' "orl-.s. 
[g}ptlan forrr the 

cnl) .:x s· b a I c 1he> ,, ere "!11 d si/•1, enth :o Ix co;ued ~nd to be tl,c m.11mt~)' of 1h..­

ht1U.il S IO ( 1fonrg ·fl" ~\ K,n d m 

Pirkir,son I ts t e e r j r ategor s B•,efl> ti C''. arc (a) the 1ntdlt, 

c 1•1c-s ~nd st ,te b the km ( ) d,e I te t :he land (d) rel,cious lite -111.i ( c} 

'lt.>g.-th<'r th > t ta! s1~t·. ,, mu, sot ,ar\lng !, ngths .,nd ncorpor ,1..- a 1, ,,le rang..-

111 

,I 
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It I 

pap) s 

d 

i-t n • 

a a n1t be , ail the s c1al chi s 

t rt'd of I fe a d Ii s ur· (Parkinson 

~11i;1.ic•••~ be I."\ lied "1th weak and constar.:h re, laced kings and an 

us famine had 1, only tem1'0ranh brohn the r~tramtr:., 

T• p<-r d n "h bo,rrn r~ • pr ,m,e rose t po, t"r 

I." \ I •I e nie,ns bi. I t bs r r 

mtrod " o 1r modern 

e1r , ept t • e an 1em ,,orld If 

a I\ m 1,I t b<' m re appr rn•te 

lu d rn P II«: on f son s of the ,'-:e,, 

t e I.Id 1 e Kt•1gd m 1s kno"n as the m,: 1 tit, 1/m{'t'.-

t f n t he-a ng point t the e~rl ~ per od, ahh u h nl)· one 

1r: mplete , em n rs t b .. f n the ,,all of an AmArna tomb 

111 1h Inn if 1/1 • u1 I r. lh,• g l, 11 ;, , '" re I J re 

r 11•1 h r l ml {Ye1) 1h <' u./1 I 11111 r.l ii , Jl.t ,• 1r,• g 1 11•lt.11 h,.r i nom,• of 11 r,11' I 

h.tt hc1r I rite,, rd.. f fo:h ltJ mJ I/ ,r-{ J.,J ,,/, ,e, ,v111,:, .11,• ,, 11,,/ 1,lii/e ,,1,,,, oj 1he1, 

rl 1 < 11:,., 11u'L, h.,, ri11•1 l,·d 1/, ,, 1 l1 ,,. go,1,· 1 1ho11i;h ri:r. h ,d 11n\ b, c11 1 ,\'on<' 

C mes fr '" th " I I l if tli tr 1,,1 I 1.l! if :/:or ltc,/, ,/,., 1,, li 1,1, 1411'1/ II'<'~ u·l,e,,• 

II, r r(' I ,• Pl \ 

"nrrl1 011 \ ,, lttu I .Jr 

Ir {11, \ rt J I ·•• \ .,, I: 111 " I II,! h \ u /11/f!' l',.r 

Ill /111 • 1111, ,, 1 :, I\ ,,, lf w11l1 tl.s ]11 /,, 1, i /reap I</ 10:,r 1~.1s 

/.r \ 11r It<' 111 11 I >11 LI I I , \0111 I ,rl <111 I, •11 /1,t/'/'lll<'u, Ii\ w tfm,g, 011 ,arr/, <h \'Out 

he u/ COl"1'1 m,f,' \\ /: 11 ti, r,1 "' t \ u r,~,, ,l,t\' 1 m 11,, 111i; 1/1<• I\ e tr\ /, ,.,,, J {, ,, < ),,rt,) 

h 1rs II I tlre11 1110,1111111,; 11\1,/111g s 11-. 11 111,111 j.o1m rl, / ti 

Ufr1i11 '.1,kehdtln'I), 11 11,~ "-' ~,:• 

11011e" ,// , l 1 1 ,h /11, goo.I, !<'1th l11m 

I l2 
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t t a n -.h 

f • tomb ( !Cl 

oi t d .bts on the 

76) Certain!) the 

e ma n theme the only reasonable 

J I 5, omes a<ron m strong contrast 

~ r the ultt Tuite hapf'lnl:".SS m e~emlt} 

a att tude p,-.r.:-tcatcd the \\hole of ~tiddlc Kingdom 

e:t) • t e a t :lit a do mcnt su as the Teach111g u/ Amcn,.,,,.he, /1 could not only be 

a eptcd a a an text but bc retained f r scnbal use as a rne,iium of instruction tndicatcs a 

-.1de a ceptan c o rcal1t\ 11 ntrut ·o tl-e 1dc;,I unz e ot the society normally promoted 

Par mon -.ho att butcs the \,or to the scnbe Khct~ dur 6 the re,gn of S~rwosret I, 

des bes ta~ .n ir.:eiucl) dra at,c monologue char~ terh ng Amenemhet both as an ,deal rule· 

and an cmbtttcrcd o :i n:an Herc w c f.nd In tull plav, the tension bctw ecn the divinity and the 

hu!Tl'1n ty cf the r.g ()9_ 1 4 ) The .... ,mngs lmcd abo\e, dearly eman,He from the h,ghe:r clan 

i scnbcs l\l:l ough their act al origin is uncertain Even when the "orks encompass the 

c mmun t~ m cnl the ""t~ reflect the altitudes of the !uc•archy 

n a t e ~ \e are th, documen" sometimes ostr•ca, b) me~ns of w h.ch Egyptians 

omMun cated" t ne an1.t er The t"arhcst sunwmg and comprehem1ble letter on papyrus 1s 

personal in content a .hough emanatmg from an off,oal source It 1s J letter of c.:implamt from ll 

military co nmande• wntmg from Tura ob1cct1ng to undf!'rtakmg • t1rne-\,utmg Journey Found 

torn up at SJqqa•a t "-3S "ntten tn the late 6th dynasty and, as Jame~ points out, shows that by 

about 2:!00 the \e•bal m~sagc was bemg replaced by the \,ntten form (1984 165) Such a 

ommum 1110n ,,ould hav" present,·d no problems, the sender m his off1c1al capacity havmg at 

!-us clispoul the sc-r,1ces of a scnbc or scribes The existence of tl,e letter, therefore, cannot 

support th" sup;,osit on that the sendt.>r was litente In all probability he "as not 

A group ot letterl from c 2000 constJtutes busml'ss papen of a farmer, Hekanakhte, a.nd his 

fam,i~ This pm ate correlpondence conums a "ealth of :nforrnat1on. T ~geth~r with 

mstn,ctlons to his sons on the running of hu farmlands, he deals "1th cicrnestic problems 

1nclui:Lng a scand.11 m,ohine • r.ousema,d, and an insight JOlll the onset of farnme conc!mons 

He sa~, ·,111.J I f,u l r,111,.,,L> fa, you u'CII (:,..'ou•) the 1111111..L,t"m 1.> 111/1 (t'<'ry high) 1.> 1t7 l.oolr, 

Ollr r,11wn., ,ue /lltd J , IL• m m,•,L,111,• u,th th .. i11w1..l.itian l.,d .. , e (1h1.1) ••..l~h Otte (of _vo14)' 

l.l>Olt, I t'C m,,iu,:e,I ro luet vm, ,Jii,• up lfJ roJ..ry• (Parkinson 1991 106). 

One might conciud.- th1t he ,, as • hteratl" business man Ho,, ,ever, Parkinson says that he '"'as 

appar<enth a priest for ,Le fu•1erar} cult of lp1 dmi \SIS absent from his pr.lperty Ju., to the fact 

that he ,-as r"rforming a mortuarv funtuon for this I Ith dynastv ,,zier ( 1991 I 02) 

Hebnal htes appointment as k,4•senant "011ld ha,e enuiled a certain period of sef\1ce each 

year, <"nmrmg the Fr0\Js1011 ot the necesury offeril'lgs •t tl,e tomb hmes surrn,ses th,t in 
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ne\ er St"nt a 

hrre 

on~ tlu 

var ous le:ten Ll.e 

them read 

ch n 

u hr 

g t"\lt'f Wt"l'I" 

n the hand of> el 

• a d} thl 'etttt -.-.. 

te t-.. t"ther t I his that f Is nbe or .. hethcr l -.u the 

It ra and It 

a. cs says 

a m st ~• n th•t on receipt of the 

ces as r be w ha e en rcqu cd bv t e recipients m ordier to ha\t" 

ckrauor. with re ard to the -.ritm le•ten, and tha I! the ,i\a.labht} of 

material From the lettcn, thcmsch ~ t 1s deu that do~ume. ts or this wpe ,. c:e usual!) 

palimpsests Wnt~ nulcr al -.ould n~: have been in unhnuted supply but undo1,btcdly 

1cr1~ -.0•1ld ha,e had the oµponurut} to obtain It f.&ain, much would ckpcnd on the status of 

the 1cn~ Hekanakht<! "n prob.ib(y a mmor fun<er~ry prtest but "ou!d haH usooated with 

stribn ln pursuance of ha duties hence fm ability to arr inge his corre1pondence 

6 3 THE PRIESTS 

6.3.1 THEIR CALL ING Ar,..o STATUS 

Accustomed as "e ,re to the opulent t mil\ and temples of the Ne" K,r.gdom, with their 

atttnd.int priest!) h,erar hv 1t 1s "1th some n:rpnsl.' that, m ccmpanson "1th the Old Kingdom, 

the ofhctal cull of the ~hddle !Zin6dom, "as not materially alte ed. and thert" \\ as still no large 

class of priests" (Breuttd 1956 lil} He rnes Stnwosret II s temple of 1\11ubu at l<Jihuu to 

v.hich v.as a:uclted onh tht o,trsecr of the tr.mple, tc,gether with the chief lector an · ,itne 

subcrdinatcs TI1e O\crseer and leetor ,,ere cons~antly m serv"e at the sanctuary, the mne 

subordmates, ld)tnen, s"r.td the tl'Jnrle or,ly one month m the year, a further nme taking thetr 

rlate each month SL~ door ke..-pers and t·,,u ser. nts attended to the menial duties 
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I J t be mort 1ary p;;csts, " "as H,-~ •1:akhte, but 

ti ere"·'~ htt!e to d1stmgu1sh" pr,esl of this nature, 

•#11 c.il "d pon to s.,r,t- at a tLmplc \Vhatc\'er 

ther, as n,) ev1d.,.11ce that ~pir1tual and moral 

r 1-. r , su; 1e111a ; of Ci.am tlurmg tl1e M,ciJlr Kingdom, Bre-asted believes that 

th,. pnt"Sts of th• god n dY tlu u~h r,,-rsmi-nt propaganoJ, have ass,sted Ill pot)ulansmg the cult. 

nest," ot1ld h.i\ e been among the- people, and substantiates 

th11 O) eating tt,• dnn1.Jt1c : rc:1ent~uo1:.s uso~1ated with the O<tn< cult which were enacted 

ar.nu ,lly by thr pncsts JnJ ,, h1ch the p.-ople ,Hre allo,·.ed tu attend. In some portions of the 

ritual thc~ "err perm tted lo participate 

D"'cr :,.r.g the C>,r,( la 1th s fol~ rel1g1011 dS oppos,·d to or contr.utcd "1th the state cult of Re, 

Br me i f1uJ: the !a• er" pol t cal tr,urnph \\h1lc O,int, .,!though foHered b)' the priesthood 

1,ho stood t() ga11, trom mag1,1l prac11,~ was a triumph of popular faith among all classes of 

so 1ctv f:H•n tie ourt and nobl.-, \,er,. unaole to remt (1933.242-3) Although Osiru was 

cmg1nall\ <<"mrl'<l at Bus1m F d,, 11 i~ I 052 24) .-\b,dos, once the tomb of one of the early kings 

\\dS 1dent1fied us the bunal pla e t the god, ~nd b<'.'came ~ plale of p1lgnmage for the general 

flC'pulate Bn::.uteu sa\s th<') came .o ·"'bydos, 'frorJJ the v1ue himself down to the humblest 

cc-bolt-r" ( 1.61.> I 72) 

One result ol the gro",h of tli<' ( 1,111, cult \sas ,1 growing concept of a JU<liemen\ of the dead 

Magi, , lorrn .. la and cha nm 1, ere er. 1rJ)ll!'d , r ecommg both popular and necessary. The 

Coffin 1 e\tS, b,• arr,e the "gu1d( l,ook" of th..- h.-reaftcr, their production :he prer-,ga e of the 

pr.csn \\1\1,:thi,r thev empk•1 ed \Cnb<·s to d.:, the "ark 1s specul.:1ve Breasted ,.i, s that the 

ll,x,k of th,• r,.,., W ,1, , .,, pr ,babh de, e!r,ped for no other pu, p .. se than for gam. He ~dds that 

this tendencv \\dS to become the "most baleful inO,.ence of Egy;,•1an life ,nd ,·tl.r,011" 

(1955 i-ti) 

Once tf.s cult 1, i, 1,c r•tt' l b\ ti<' •nQll3rch~, the prirsts of 0, ,. would doubtless ha,e been 

appomtt>d l•; the ~mg as \,ould thov• S<"•lllg the royal l< 11ples and tomb chap,.1• !.~ •he early 

M1ddi.- Klngd.:,11, "hca tcr i 11me, m01urclw ''-'S ,till .-,t.1b:1sh1ng 1uelf, "e have little 

'.mo\\ lt>dg<' of tf., (Jrgsn1sat1onal r m1111ca: ons or l\us pne\thood 

A, J result ot the- rt,e III prorn11 <'nc,· 01 0 1r1, n,·rary ,1c-l.1e enc.- 1n~orporated in the ,ombs, 

found• ne" horn~ i: h d, ~ \'ot1H:, In n.,,ur~ thly St,1od m I e1> of l,u11JI m the v1c1,11ty of the 

holv pl.,,~, and C'O,lt ,.11 d I ot on\ th~ USJal ottt-nnt r, ~.,,,., lorn1uld l<1r br :Jd, beer et, , but 
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, • I 

reat;,- a st 

t .: 1 '.:th , )t'l d\ n 1st;), 

rg ·n pra e of the tomb 

gn t ,r st t• b n r:, 1 he same man alsc 

up t uru .. Jf i '.efe•h • p It st 'leis as~ &"nume Jct of respect, and wis 

stbMccb\h1 frer.-f~~e ~umert.. ncarre ·brc,,(Park.sonllS=fi;t/15) 

·\ ,------

fig I I 5 
Std..1 of 
rlti!/i.H 
h.1rp1;1 
,\J.fcrh, rep, 
1\bv.i,, 

!t ,, ,lmple an-1 ,r;c• th,· ,w.al ~·;, 11 ,:. ·,. lormuh, ''t\1, otfenng ,, h,ch the king g,~es, · 1t lists 

t. e respecme ,rt1clcs bre1d b.-• r ilesh. f ,., I, ~!.,b,ute· .,nd linen Jnd ~verythmg goocl and ?Ur<" 

lt cont,ri JC- f,.,, the SF •1· t ,l,e Harp : >:eferhotep tru<' of volce, born of the houscw,ie 

Henu It s his tnend \ h 1 

Par~tMcn ccrnm~• ts •h.n ,,1'.h 1.,t .,c1ld1 .,rd Jp~a,~!'tl, "'thour f.,m,h· the harp,.t ,s probabli 

one of the hurrblr•t o' F'" le to h,"" I ad su-.h I mcinon.ll He s.,p ·,c mmt h.ne been ~ 

..,JM1 kr ,l,le c'(pend,t ire• •r Im frn:, d•• , .•· 1 i' t. J J • 

1 I 

\ ' ' -.. . ' ~ . . 
• I • • I 

---=-----. ~· • ' ' ·,, I 1; 

.. 
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gins 1•1 ti e 

• ,: ,1 luc! 

"K" ,I "'thont;r '"d !,.,. 
e th .. in:errnr , lr) on bd alf of ti ,: d~c.-a~ed 

\\,:- ha e lit: e 1rf rn a• n nbout th: r \,I ,al rncst ,, Io s,:n<.'d 1n the le:nples of the local 

de tv r de11 ~ \\',• icno,, from t'l te~: ul h,o •raph1.-• in d,c tombs of tlic 110~,les th.u tf.ev held 

pne ti titles bt,l ti ev al J, 1:l •lie t tie of :-.h~or, an I 11 1 not clear ho1, ngorom their t.-rnplc, 

dJt1e, "ere 1 lu:,r de,;re,• of c rtr I ar d res; crmb1lit ·. f r the temple rs not confirmed ncr 1~ 

th •r respor s iii:) I ' the rdenrg c,f t t' p · • 

Prcw1nc1al I, aJers ~re,,.. rded s holding 't <: as Ir s· ""!temple ,p;,c-intrnencs also appear 

to hav,, bee, held b~ r,malr. n ~ 'er t d,. r f.arm ,es Ii.I rn ,•ion 1st .:, scuce to enable us to 

knoh "hctl er thek re'•g u 1,1 "er<!' t t .-~ of Ii n ur r pra t, al•t> It ,s 111ost 1,1.ely that the 

J ,1,es ,moh,.ci 1tte1 jt e "d r •f r • cat ceitJ n f,, t, 1 on' ~lwtuar\ f'ri,-sts ,0uhl be 

ap;x11ntcd bv t~,. t ·s be I gr rctc.1 at Bem H.u.,n 

t I fl ,s lmle d,.>,,bt thlt the 

tl r t 1 , rd i;, ts J mg 

6.3 '1 THE PRIESTS ANO TH::: cor.<M\JIJITY 

F r-1rn the t1m 

had bt-e11 exc ucl,. I• m th erern rial ~r ~ person I ben ·fits t that ri•l,g,on The concept of 

:h.- g d, ~ ,;: r 1 ,1 : 11• 1 g :he ('qlll 1hr, n, f ti e urm erse and thereb\ th<' 1, nd ..,f Egypt, included 

tl e ,,tll b.- n, " ll 

T 

\\Ct t 

I r, 

th r 

:h ,r g d ar.d g trr 

rt 1~ d011b1 111I ho\, ,_,.11 , r cl,•eplv ti,, t theory was 

,l,ty to be sl ~r,d b) the rn«!dle 1,, k>1,er classes 

,c,· 1 ·mg s n•' form of aft<!r-hfe through 

b, 1n e1r:li b,, el e,• t,;ncl' 111 or 1round the tcmb 

••I<!' d-ce,s.:d n the 1nt,•rillf oflm t"mb togeth.:r ,qth ~ 

1,allC<'S cl ti • soi:! s 1111, , ~1 ,'\t the same t ime he 

r, 11 1 ar,. 1 b r t'l.1t ti.: b d, \\,1s ilrn 111tended to 

e ! , , -I to., s,•t or e.,nt,t, ,.,h c•, ,n,! p,"nts out that 

K,r ~d 111 tombs (l ClQ:; DS) 

•,~,, th .,, ,, ,111 thl.' prob.,bl.: e~(ept,o·, 

/',~ I J 6) ·, rnd, images ,, ere 

ti, ,.Ii ·I ,11, ! r\\ rl ! 111 th<' pr<"cn,c: ot g0d, ,mJ 

mb 

11 

• • ' • • ., \. • Jlo I , • • \ ...__ • r .A. • • I • • • • 

' . ~ ,,, . . , ' . -
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1 to th 

" th the lung but : 

d 

nt 

vas ·tie m :h· •O\al t f r the 

have <'X, :cd thr u 

rn,.., 

en ·h ., r h d n : rle~\ hs en:n 

a c mmon de: lfo,.,., "as Alwa>s Jssociated 

ther de111es such JS / •• ar,d, / 1,,rh r, 1s ccrt•u1 smce, 

, h sc natur,. ar.d b '11l1c .. nce bec.1me more popular 

thln others nee 'JK-n n• the R .. enncad bv the He 1opol :l 1 pne~:s C\CO :hi:sc m their 

rovallv supportl'd :cmp .-s :e ded · be~~ e, hJt I a en!.,'-, to •h<" Masses 

ft' e r ,g, n • the anctcnt Eg)pt ins" I: s an ~rnb,g,Jous 

p rase s 
l\e' ~l¢u: ancient Egypt 1s dera\,:J lrom one rd,g1om 

r e r a ,: :'1e Jr IC'lt E ·. pt1ans f ,,m~d ,1 

the su, .:an• a a:1s1Hr :o th<" q1.est1 n of the 

CS gn f •n O\\ ard ,nd sp1mual grace \\11.1: 

s,g o• r<'lig ,$ pra • es \\ 1t'1 no 

~:an\: f tne \ 1s ble s gns nrc 

rn1r r l\ r r t IT! m : e• er th t e 

ti Th tir· • d V th r 

, I • ' i • -
' • I • I • . \ 

' . ! . , I J • ' 
\ • I ,. ' • I \ .. 
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It 'l d ,. ar 

but 1.e Sf'ek an t ·r 

t i• Fl f"'lUtllt\ 

"'hip" 1th ti-.~, gcds, b t tf.11 c., ½e 

. !, s, . Introduced J persona: spmt 1al rel t1onsh1u 

bet H'"n god and m.,n 1 ~ wh i. m .... was r spon ,ble to god The E~vi;t1ans h.,d n-:.thmg 1r, an· 

,, ay comparable to this Th•! "hole rel,g,ous accent ,n the early tombs 1s the connruar.c•. < r Jif .. 

\\.'h1!e Egyptians co1,ld oncct\c r,nu.,I cnt1t:e, such ;is a k.J ,rnJ • b,,, thcv \\Cr· ., - ,,. 

divorce their gcds lrom thr" r'..-l. They fed them, clothed therr and p.,rfor,ned, , 

ac:s in order:-, re1 .. • :hem, or :he b, ,.s :hat m.n s ne.,ds "ere abv tho,e 1,f :he go.±. ,\l, 

'· -
'or 

d qu1t:n 111 rna1nt.11ncd on "Jrth v.011,d lead to cte•n~I lrir Th.- concentrH.on w;11 on the 

ph, s. a' "e berg o• 'he cM:h e• • •!-,c c:m .. o ,\J.:" ~r-;;dom tcn·ple tks11;ns confirmed thi 

rc;::rc:-:i: r.i: as :' e: d,d u1g1ral crcat,vn. "hich :he km6 as son of the god was expected to 

rnl1nt.1:1 The h a'l aspe : r the goc!~ "H .-vo:m further ,cce:.ted ,1,.ring tiw j\;<!w Kingdom 

when, .n fa:1val • mes , 1 "' pn,-su arrang~d vmtJt1ons be:\\ ,•en th~ 1•1t1cs carrying them from 

Fi~ I I,) 

The triumphal ave~ J'" ' sph r~es betwe~n Karn.,~ anJ Lux or be.1r~ , 'ttne.s, to the largest or 

:he~e i:r o ess ona , , ~ 

Fig I Ii 711c rnlt ,t,i:i1,• 
1..,/ .,1 ;;o 1 ot prou:u I m 

It ""s net until th'" Os,n, cult cffered the ;:,0H1btl1tY of Jn .1fterlrfe to .1\1 its 1dherents. how~,cr 

1ndetermm,,1•! ,ts nnure, th,n :he feH ct ncr-, "-'rt,1nce ,nto the \\orld bt•,cn-1 d~.,t!1, po111. tcd 

thc cence;,t of ,uugement ~Ian ,, .,s thu~ en.:ourag,.J to se~ I,, .:,,, n ba,, beh.w101J1 as a 

detcrr,.nt to adm,tt~'lCce to th~ here,itcr, ;_, re t, ,11 { h,i ;,,111ni: ,1 , : ti:• 1,i.i.11 The ,emph I 1· 

r,J,,CH't, rem.1111ed on :he ,c:11ev, n~nu ~i the 111d,\l,1-,~I rat I r •I 1n on th nL•gaiJ\•' .11,., ct 

! I I 

. . ' ' . . ' ·1 / , ' ' ' ' . • -
• ' • ' . : : : ' l ' •. . I. : ' .. ' . ' ' . 

• ' • ' ._ • " 4 -i .•; \ ' ' l • . ' ~ - . .. " 
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d t 0,,,., 

ti el' ad1Jstm<'nt o• tl e relat1onsh1ps 

an,! nnl er ,nneJ1ls W,',ge :s th,,t tl ,·ould 

dJrc'~ •1p<>n tie p<1p,1l.n1on 

·,,rongs from t!,pertenc- · The, .1pp1•ar h1,e Ct eu co11te .. t t.:i lea"e 1t .,t th•• rather th,111 

Stela..: er .. ,ted at Abvdc-s from the 11th d,na\tV cu1,,,1rds beJr, rn addition to pra. ers for th,... 

deceHed lu grdplu_a! c!,.•~.fs rn :m~d tO\\ar.ls r•rot, ,ta, ons of 1vorth,n-,s, lw reason of social 

posa:1 II t g.,d1l."r wn .1 aen , : an:i so ,.,I l .-h;,,1C'l,r Emp\wrn,.nt 111 the serv,~e ol :he king 

,, ,, reg ,rd, d ,s rn attribute deem cl ;.:, e-,lub,t •,, .. ,ti mess and 11ist1f1cat1on for er.try rnto the 

-rh,s ,, ould b<' "l k,·, f rrg ,, 1th the cu11-ept ot 111,~,r l,y ma111tena1Ke of order 1n the 

kingdom Ther,. ,s ho,,e,cr, 110 s11i;g.,s11on ot i tr,:>nd: 1,ard, 111<' I <IUJl,1, lrorn either pnestlv e>r 

la 9u.11ters 

:\ ,tela of unrecord.-d prcwenance ot •I e pnest Qemnt'n, thought to be late 11th dynasty, 

contarns the fcr'11ul, "nn offering ti ,t ,·., kmg g1v, • 1n .,dn,t1on to a short formul.1 of after-life 

wishes, •:-.t.,y he er $ th.- t · rr mer• rse the sl \ .-\,,end to the great god "(Lschthe1m 

1988 6 I), a nl!d,~n, orl.i 0·1 nt ,ted f er• "'rrr 

A ,imilar 1.,te 11 :h dyna \\ sk,3 t tlw f 11~t ,\lentuhc:ep fr.:im ,\b\'.ll)s, cont.1ms .i t.,irly terse 

and mund.ine selt presentation 111 ,,h,d, he r,,r,•rs t, h,nrng get lire·1d on time, ,1cquired ~Jttle, 

raised O'<l'Tl ,ind de,·eloped h" busmrss 111 goats He says "I burlt a hou\e, I dug a pond - the 

pr1.:,t 1--lentuhotep" (1988 6Q) An 11,tere,t1r,g Js<essment of 6-,haqoural excellence deemed 

ne,essarv for entry to the netherworld 

D)' the 12th dyn,,st\, one finds th<" f, rn111J,, being '"I 11 di-d to 111 Ju fo soci,11 re\ponsobd1t1e$ On 

on" of three ste!Jc of the Ch,11nbcrla,n lntef ·.on of S.:nt of the ,·ear 3Q of Senwosret I (1971-

1 '1::'6) frC'm Abydos, ,1ri, st n.:111ents ;uch os I bl.,d,c.1wd 11, rn 111 to IHS 111.1stcr in l,rd,,r to seek 

fo,our ",th A pot<"nt,ite I g,J\e brt•a,1 t,, th,· hu~p~. be• r to tlie tlmsty, I ferried one I fo1111d 

~tr,111dt> I I ha,·c buri,•d the old clothed th.- 11.11...-d, / l,,11,c , ,ir1111iu,,,/ "" ,r•tn,• ,hf,1i11.,1 tfte 

l'"'-'/'lt· Id s,e,.dedlr.:,mm) 110111,.. h,H111,tlon<"1,l11t I<' ;,1.-lc-,eandi:orls f.1,,:,r "(}'1SS l0S) 

Tl.er,• JS a gr.- 1t d.-.,1 mere m ! 'Tlibr , ,·m 

II 15 de.tr th II S I J r • [' .,, ,l .n 

b • '" 11 t be I , and :--1 ~ il 1• 11 

~ ,bh d~ ., 1c,11lt ot tie tkpn,,111u11s nf ti,., turbulent vc-ars 

r I • l I .. :! ',.,r. , .. , ,II <'llt"S5 or I, ,d ,ndlli:ed ti,,. 

~-'t . s1on cl 11 !,,• t f,rst wne 11 5CclHS to I a, e bi:en ,1 g~ner,11 lre11d sin,e a rnndar 

I:! 

\ 
• • ' > • '' • I • .. ) ~~ ', . ,.. - r . J • • 

. . \. . ; . . . . 
• I ·• • t •. • " 

• I 
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t .. ti- Id f m> t "n 

DJ'.pt" r r th st la f the h cf Prie t 

1 e !, .. • 11 ( I 1 1 t12) c1 iss 1s 76) 

re o e linked t Ir p111auon of the deity, there •f rears 
\\ 
t I ,e b a nfen1on o• guilt Tl. re 1s no recogntt1on of the omm1on 

of bl1g3t ons but r~t er t f1cat n thr ugh obhgatrons observed This form f statement 

drvcl ped an th N~ K.- gd rn int-> a I ng and dct•ile..l appeal before the forty 1"0 a\scssors 

of the dcad Kn "n usually as the NrgJr1w Cc,,ifcssw,: some scholars prefer 10 rcfn to 11 as a 

TJccl.mmau f /, , dll e •• 

In this re peel, {.,r mal has some inter 11111: cbserva11om about the developm.-nt of 

aut b10.,raph) ,,It h he so s 1s tie olck\t and best do<.u1 ented lite: ry gc' ic- l'l EQT ' The 

yp1cn f meur) text f the- · e t I er ~ • 2255) ",s b1.1ll u t-> prescn~ a character 

\\Orthv of c1110,111g the funcr r f eri Ap>ll from these trad,uonal panc-gyrrc..s, he lrnds a 

purely descnpmc elem,.nt re rt,ng t ,. ca•ecr of the deceased On e these b1cgraph1es "ere 

.-ngra,ed on the La·ks of stat ,es or on stelae not necessanly associated ,, 1th necropol,ses 

Grima! sugi;csu that the)' reflect the devel pmcnt of society In the Old Kmgdom they e,okcd 

a form of hum>n • lo)·altv then ,,1th the r.se of local po\\er, a form of 111cliv1dual.sm The 

t>.liddle Kmgdom f,nallv sa" a r 11, n t a I v~'tv ,,h1ch was m 1tsdl ,ntert"med with personal 

bonds (Gnrnal In ? SZ) 

It "ould be n31,e t suppos t t b r1ph ii den Is of offices held. d ,t,cs ,xrforrned, and 

soc1~I obligat,,rns discharged , c-re mclu-lcd entirely on ~ religious bam In the declaration of 

fersonal ach,e,ements and cle,at,on 10 h,ilh ottrc.- ,dt-1ggr,nd1serr.<'nt cannot be d1sm1sst'-i 

under the r,u,se <'f sen1ce 

Yet, ,f the statements MC to be be1 ,ed a sens,. of ol>lir,m non the pMt of both priests and the 

hterarch\ to"•.!· •I,,. c-cmrnon pc pie \\O 1ld st"enl to be ,,di t-st.1bhd1ed, bringing rcahty rither 

than tdca1 srn Into tire c rbrt or •1,c tomb 

L:nfcitunately " th tne ex cptl not the r.:da f tl,e hnrp1s:, tins 1s 11pp•r class t erntorv 2nd we 

can g.,1n h1tl ~no,,led e uf the common man It, hc"~'cr the h1eurch) co11ld e,h,b,t wh.1t 

muH be cons,Jered • fn11h- nal\c ar; roa h 10,,uds the• xpe 1a11on or aftrrllfc, one can 011I> 

assume that tic ord,n31) man ,,ould ha,e been fairly crude m rt>gud to h,s rel1g1ou~ concepts 

and expectations 

\'. h1I the I resence : tie t d ap 

Egyi:11ans d d n t J th 

f 11lrng t;, ma nt ,n 

rnan ar -I de t 

h~,e d mrna:ed c,erv part of theu ex1s1, nee, the 

c sprnl\, ,1 barriers an I ,,.lf•1<:st1a111a, such th~t, 

se p rs nal ahena1101l bet,• een 

• I • • • 
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\\ t, ti 

r tht' r ell dO 

al pro, ~rt \ 

and \\ e knoY. th ,t they 111n 11 ned 

,1th p ra a.cs to the ,u,ous de1t1es Th,--st' temple s11ppl1cat1011s "011ld hJ,c-

or •he l1\lllfl Satr.t, es and c:ult ccr.-rnorn ~ri nnt"d 

r :he t I s "ould I ll\t" be-en onfintd to the "ell-being oft c deceu,d In both c1rcumsun ~ 

n hcd I tht' 

p,r,tual mento,s and h \\ or \\ he•hcr the gencr, 

n t lcar 

he m~1or t\ of i r" : c-n I ,ed to 1,en,cc the ten I cs \,ere cmpl Hd 111 a 1,111\!' l,nlu n the 

grctter par: C!f the r ',ei. Leu~ ... 1p1cd rn tic, µuau t I s 1s c,empl.f1L-d b, the stela of 

Me tu!i tel (alxl\c and the absen , from h ... nc- 01 I I, 1 Akhtc ,. luk sen,ng as a rnortuaf} 

f r e t It 1s nt t1rg ton te that"' e the s nix- t shoY.n en pk,.-d on 'I ,f t~ ~ (Jag 

1111 he I a o \\ ,th I s \\f t r g n pl,•11 en: o \\ 1tho11t as a f,gure ,n has O\\ n right, and 

tt" of I e µro: t ,. I•~• 100 110) 1 he f m·i.a, ,, ho appear rn s.., mall\ of the fu11erJr\ 

rest l/•,. i4J 

ar.- ,1
1
\\dH de11 tt"d as employed III earning out their funcuons as 

here appc r to haH• been r,o spmtudl ·cdlhng" for the priesls or 

nan ral basis for ti, ~pie nor do the, appedr to ho,e risen 111 ,o,1al status as 

d d ti c t nbes Tl e f rrestho d held U) the mor,nrch:, ,, 11s clo eh all,cd to the .c111 of l{,1 t1tle and 

Y.a , learlv c-' d fr.rent sta dmg !rom thJt of the or,l nary pne~thood \\1ule the ron 

praeu1 ood appeAl5 t haH• been permH1<:nth l.sr~1tan the remdtllli,r of th.- pra,•,tlioo,I 

p •ss bl\ I d to ue PF oir tc-d 

The p11~ts of CJ , • 1, nun ha, s<iu ht and enco ,r •ged adlu ra1 ce to th<!'11 cuh, b11t "hetlwr tl11s 

r h,d,-d 111 I ,1d ... 111st-u t I as to tr ( >.,,., nl)th 11, doubtful It,, ahmnt ,ertarn tl1at III a 

mainh 11 11 hteratr s ety II tru ta \\ uld be b, 111c•,111s o1 the n\ stc-r\' f I~) s it ,\l.i} dos, 

~h,d I ~: thc- I ~ , s blc ~. la, H, ,. 1, "u, thr01,11h the JeJth ,1nd rtb1rth Qf 

, rnen r.1t r g a 1c! r~ ena Tfm 1:1 turn 1111pl,ed a 

I.irk \\ratir.~ ot th.- Fop11l.1rtt\ .,f these 

\\a II t onh the fc11111t, demo:, turned unl\ersal 

,, 

e h u es ct ti e I !)th th nas:, 

<'\ ,sc·r 1r t , h uses of the 

~t • r ,I ~ledma Sulc-I, 

\\ 1th d 

. . 

. - . . . 
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► I 

ta! 

exter r , al 

Thal SU 

~~e 

s "' 
pc C ere 

larger fesuva.s ar. 

p s v ne 

e 010 e m"nt or. th m Gen 31 3 a'ld one an 

~ gures n :he ruins of ar. ent Pompei In our o\, n 

w th a sm,111,mp berore them, mav sene 1hc ~,me p rpose 

e uc a fa I rs ht n · nl " thin dwell ngs bu: also bu 't Int 

be I und a ng a gr up n.ch as :he art Jn f De r el-

\v p rpc• at ng 1h C\l : requ1·eme·11s 01 the royal tombs 1s 

a d the pNfle \'.'e kn , •hJ• the e 

r pr x m: t Th,.bes <:'<, sed to and doubtless par:,c pated in 

, rsh,pped the grea: god I': Ji \,ho,, as their patron but ti ts in nc 

\\,1y affec:cd :he a cg .n e: and rel ance upon their local personal deities 

The Egy1 uans "ere 

() 111> nto :he R 

It ,, " cpt c t m:roc!uce the re stun o: 

e n u on o' both cu.rs me, tt 1oly 

,. • • • - .. --!..._ • ' 

·. \ . . . ,. ; . ' . 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



~ 
I 

\It t 

e 

,t " t I tt e 

rr ,, ·e r.cerr.e u \~ I .. 

rr ct It c oh e ances ttrCSiJe t1, e r 

,,ere under.a en t e ur" et--rna •e A 

and, F1 I 4 and pnm1t1.., .. fo"l : ! gures as a guarantee 

fig 118) ha, c ~en found I many t mbs 

e t geth r ,, ,th rse f1 res of enem 
t \,Js "•she-! t di."~:· (J9C~ 120 • Fig l 10) 

ues: a deep•SeJted pnm: \!." s d .. : t e rcl1 1 ,, h -h should n t be o,eahAd wed by :he 

the logical ce;:-s f re c ,al d e• r t a n:11nd n the a omca ~ ae,c ped 
vcr.: na mu•1 s 

•,}•: 

_:.:_e_i_; 

i: ,;_ . ' 
' -~ . 

G,:, ... · 

rf-~·· , . .,. 
' . .. , 

:t··]t:I~ 1··•:'ii•' · . \ ,~1 ... ~ . 
:i..t.~/?~ 
it~v~ • 

t.i·. ~ .. ·: ·r· · .. , ... :.;· 
;j . 

•• . c~ .. 

. . 

Papu 

th1.rg ,, s :s.i red 

re t 

\I, Ill 
/900 

b ,rnd pl, me : of some le: :id to the pr es:s ,, as 

Jr\ : pr o,1re :er'"a: h!e The:.? n no e\ld nee tl'J 

f r the .,•,.rna ,,e!l-be1 g of :h se unAb et aIT:i::! 

de'dtlmg 1n esttg : ns am: :rials st.c~es: 1h3• 

• a. d I 1:111gs \\ en: f lunde·ed 

ft 1als as , ell 

r l" th ci" th 

:I e, net: 

. . . .• . . 
• • • • ✓ • • • • I· • . • . 
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~ 
I 

ar 

\ t n 

I the Book oft. e c~ id o: ;hr 

c·, K gd "Tl a late \, lit m rp r te at !ea t three separate tracltttons and go-• on to 

r th Et, pt ~m t a onirn a.tte a •,ar1ety of confli :1rg beliefs 5he 

1 ·o saH tbt tl e•e \\3S litt ~ atte•·1pt t reg·1lans·: the C"rder m whicl,, select'"d chapters 

appeared. 

"Orte·1 •-:io ,ar , t f :h,. ,~rl"c '1a,::er appe1red m different parn of the ~~m- papyn.1s !n 

the: m~tnnces chapcrs \\ er'! cut oi't 1r •be rn1drlle of tr,• tr.Xt purdy hecause tl.e scribe had run 

ou: of., .. re 'ome r pyn g1,,~ proof :ha: the text a(ld 1,!ustra:1ons ,,ere produced kpantely 

with ,t reg,rd t e.1 h o•her fr cha;:-te~s rnd :h.-,r ,1gnet:es do "IOt coinr1de" (19 13 i -l) 

This ,,as at a t1Me when soc e: ,,.,s arflue:H, t<'mbs i 01.::~:andmg workm.inship wc·e being 

cor s:n,,:,.. ! 1:1<.! li:~:acy was grea: :- ,a! .e;J PerbJp th.:se 1r.equa!1t1es onl; Jpp~3re ! n the less 

affluer.t tombs ho"r'e' ,: sa.s h:de :0r moral or ed,,c I t r · , bet,,een µr;e~:hocd and 

6.4 THE NOMARCHS 

6.4 1 ORIGINS AND STATUS 

I he existence or FfO, mces or :1orn<'s c: ,n be attested from the e3rhest ci reco,dect penccs and 

these are rec-,gn ble f.orn t ,e stand.ird~ on both the Seil paleae (Fig 5) .rnd als'l on the 

Scorpion mace. ea.:: (Fi;; 5c . '.\'e can asst.me there:..re, in the predynu,:c period, the 

ex1stc:1ce of" go,ern1~g c as or ch1ef,.u,s, leaciers of their dJns or tnb,:s. from among whose 

rmh ancient E;np aqu1red her first k,ng, Around :hese kings would h.we oe· loped 

hierarchal groups l)O<s:r:ly [.llnth members, who would automat1cally have inherited status and 

Fn,1leges not grJnts:cl to th~ c mmon peJrle 

Faulkn<:r ( U9 I SS = i"1i: 120) d.,ftnes tl.e wor.; pur as p,11r:.1.m.,, t-,llowed by m..i11k11d It "ill 

b· r: t.-d 1t 1s a plural n m ,tnd can b· aprlt-,J to both sexe•, ~" t:n the appropriate f.-m,nine 

n.f~1x 

\ 
a ~ll ti 1-:. '. _ . ,_ · , 

C} I I I /}tl ~ta)J1.{,,Cl4'M j ~ I 

1 ,g 120 0£,fi,ulillfL\ .mJ 
ref ,ne11ces ro 'p,~r• 

The "ord !ins .nto \, h1ch t .,r. ,,: Eg:, p1ans categomed a!ir.ost e, .-rnhing, could 1ndud<! 

as~ects of the c s:n • heJ,en a, ti et but also F ,·rs,1.s .:ift1c,;~ Jnd p1ofess1ons, human 

1 ;­· -~ 
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M 

t c~m re e,cal epu 

n I e 

um ,el 

A stcl m tru:'.U t 

k 

e ,. t l 

/1 1'1J'1 :l ' k. I 

b t,cc t CJ ,,and, l.:11 1, 

dctn -ncnt i the, U: I 

It 

1 

IS·h 

a .: 22 23). 

nstra1 1 th 

u d I be 

T a o I 11 ,. r u1 the c.xprcss en 1,v p.1r 1rd 1 ,r 1 · fen ,. q; ro 

those "'10 belong.ad to the p.ir 

u.,cn of the Id and N " 

Kmgd rn ,,ere 1, 1 rub t ,, 

The Old K.ngd m sa" th t: g1,en t n • on!) tic s ns ol :he ro, I house! old but the 

g ,c·n rs of pr ,mccs and I gh rar.k11 mag,saato ~lontet points om ho,, e,er, tha: the rank 

d d n t ne ~anh c.1rrv the title 1, 1th 1: and c, .-n men I on urecl bv ~ letter n the king's hmci 

gr.rnted • tomb a .:i sent t"Jn 1m1 rtar.: m1ss1ons tor reign countries \\ere not aut<Hna11c~liv 1n• 

; u ah gh the) rr. g th Id se,cnl I, norJT) t tics and \\Crc h HI• 1 (pnnces) Unique Fnc·1cu 

ftl c K1 ;g I• 1 r bl.. t: · tie r 1n / ,r, ,s re en d l r a fairlv numerous 

s~ ,I 

a m• 1 a1 -I Za u s n of a1 ,rv J ,: "h S" 

IT 
.,red I ~ ft be a true f ,r 

t there "e-re :h c "'1ose 

· I ~,e- 11 hcr,·cJ ll, ugh I 1s m,tcmal grnndtJther, 

t t 
,, m ,J ti rt'~S n r r II \\ I be LI sed I\ I en ! Ali 

1"' 
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"'Ith the p lr1 cular autob10 aphy but 1t s rd~art her" 1 r• 

nomardu m general 

That the cla1JT1 was made at all \'i ould suggest tlut muc.h as In the pcnod of Pci,1 II •nd the 

decl•~,uon of Zasu, certain of the noulci anJ paru cub rly those d almi~ th<' nght to l •l\ern 

pro\mccs or nomcs, may \\ ell have usurped. or au.-.mrted to usurp, this particular utlc 

nldred speaks of• Vlnlc and , .-If-assured C\kure being the m01,t clur.icterl.suc c.,pre$s1on of the 

national ethos durlni th<' Old Kingdom TI1e officials close to the king were, he nys, the 

educated elite On the othn hand while formmg a vm1leg~d clan Aldred believes that as 

architects, engineers, wnters, theologians and administrators, they represented the men of action 

and intelligence , f their day ( 1987 .119) ;:iuch men almost certamly orbited w1thm the 

Influence of the royal court l,ut we have no way of knowing how great their numbers were 

Ab;, 1n the main , their skllls "ou!d have been employed m the service of the mon.rch and much 

of ~heir work would have been concerned with the funerary and temple cult of the king It 1s 

d.fficult to assess the1r influence amc-ng people such as the feudal nobles or to what extent they 

1urv1ved the fall of the monarchy Whether the feudal nobles themse!v~ possessed any of the 

educational attributes of this elite group 1s problematical, and the assumption cannot be taken 

for granted It should be borne m nund, also, :hat these vcnons were not necessanly p.Jt 

6.4.2 POLITICAL POWER AND ASPIRATIONS 

The turbulent years ofTheban/Henkleopohtan contention for control of the country must have 

sttn many aspirant leaders nse and fall Even the 12th dynasty Teachmg of Amenemlu!t 1 

supposes the monarch to say G.,tlu!r yoursrl/ against subjt,ts who dn not (really) nist, whose 

rcs,,.ct cannot be 1rusi,d (Parkinson 1991 49). That this king was assassinated would appear \IJ 

be certain and al•'- ugh this piece of"' ntmg 1s addressed to his son who later held the throne, 1t 

would seem that the lungs enenues were .:,f his own household There is no mdicattor. who was 

responsible, although It would appe~r to c.xonente his soi. This could possibly be the reason for 

its composition 

Gnmal speaks of the me of local po,~er expressed in the form of indi~iduahsm at the end of the 

Old Kingdom The nomarchs and governors could hardly luve been unaware of their potential 

ltrength and Gnmal points out that the "eakening links betwe,·n the central power and Middle 

and Upper Egypt, played a key role m rl.e control cr transport from north to south both by nve; 

or caravan (1992 83) It was within the power of a strong provincial nomarch to cause a great 

deal of disruption among river transrort, had he the nund to do so Zwaty (Asyut), capital of 

\he 13th (Lycopohte) nome of upper Egypt was sn a strategic posmon, being situated where the 

Libyan desert encroached on the cult1v~ted land narrowing the Nile Valley It was also a 

departure point for the canvJn route to the t"i-li..lurg,1 oasis further south Durmg the 1st 

intermediate period the nome formed the southtrr most linut of the Herakleovahtan dom,mon. 
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kmp \,ere 

1p1t1I ii.I , ,r Kli:i/11) !av, se,.ms to have rem.11ned 

f11r t c as tt wa ad,ant~grou, to bow the knee u, ThcbC5 Suff1c11mtly 

di ta t fr m bot ~ crnk c pol s and Thcb s th.-,r st rnd,ng doe net seem to ha, c re•ched the 

mportancc of a entre such •~ Zwatv While th,•y mun have suffered some d.-pr1Vdt1?ns from 

t~ ge. era! cond1t ons of the land and the turbulent pcnod, they do not record having fought 

their fellow countr.men although this pc-nib1!1ty cannot be d,scounted B.cgraph1cal texts from 

Zwut), on the oth r hand pro .. de valuable Information on the h1Horv of the conflin with the 

southern nomcs (Sa ncs and ~!ale!-. 198(} 122) 

\Ve lack an au:honta:Lvc h1storv of ,nc·,-nt Eg}·pt, and de1a1ls c• the mtcrnecme confronut1ons 

of Upper and Lower Eg: i:: an •he anarchic and m•erar.ed1atc periods Such h1nory as we do have 

of ,he Theban and Herakleopolitan po\, er 1tl'\lgglc, ho\, c\ '" 1s largely dem ed from mfor:nat1on 

provided by the ne ropohses of the 13th I 4th ar.d 16th nomcs of Upper Egypt (Baines and 

~lalek I • 0 15 n.t pt • fig l 2 I) 

/J ,~ 15 Io 

fig 121 f:us1g11 {U;.r,•r li!,V{I w S ,-.t 

The to•nbs of the prance. of the 15th (Hare) nome m the necropolis of cl-Bersha, have i:-ro,·1ded 

the bas:.s for reconnructton ot a royal d) naHv, cla1m1ng descent from the ~lemph1te kings but 

the prances of the I tHh (Ory,) nome who ,,·ere rdated to those of the 15th nomc, remained 

neutral for a long ttrne, until B~kht Ill formed Jn alliance \uth the Thebans m the time of 

~lcntuhoq,e II (2061-20 IO {Gram.ii I !'!92 1 -l-1) Gard,ner comments thn 1f any part of Egypt 

,, a~ relamc!y pca,cful m the Her ,k'eopolt:ln period 11 hai the portion midway between 

~lempht> and Thebes (J06J 11-l} 

6 4.J PERSONAL POWER 

The per•onal po, er cf :he fc•1dJi lords o!ld n m~rchs coulct n t man~ \, a\' ha,e been uniform 

Some, It' e the Heuk'c polttans and the lheb.,ns up1rcd to :he monarchv, others, leu po,, <"rlul 

would have been less 1mb1ttous and um•1ed 10 be Jil \\Cd to keep tl,.-,r feudal lands intact 

12 
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► 

1 r1,,le d 

t an r hy a d \, u, 

at ,t fa d ,ny lon,.er 10 mmand ti e 

t 11,f m ti n fr.>m the Dclt~ cc scd I ut \\C 

c t C:111~1 came t n enc!. n t to be rc.sume,i unt,l 

Gar ncr efc,, to a "b.lrl r 11-lookmg q linder with the 

cirtou he of Kh n 1, nd ~ arab '"ti th, n~ c of frr , , , ,1 g r mcd 111 the ,\by<fos I st, 

UY n;i that 1f the e c ts r , I> d :l 1 I n to the t\\ ktni; thf' 11 di ,,110" \vere that the 

E I t,ans at that t me h~d to look to S, run sk,11 tor such trump ry ou1e ts" ( 1 ti~-1 110-111) 
17 

111 the turbulc1it umts th~t follo,,ed t "~' to be ,.xpc tc :I th~t the organised • t1\t1 centres 

1Jndc the r atro11• e of the nton,rch, !so !ell mto d1s,irra) 

01 e the, le,npl •e d m·na11 n, s \,eAened 111d frn II)' I t, the Fg)µt1111 nom3rchs 100k it 

\If n :hem ,est e1 urc ti I c 11\lnuccl ex1rn:n<<' 111 the , 1er-l-fc In so domg they ce,ued to 
th~" loc.,1 r,,,ih, "h.se 

I 1V 
ar µ en f ti C 1'1 pre'eumg 10 turn 

re t re to the n m ,r,h s , n 1'°'":n Sccon ) 11, 11111,cs such u 

\\'cpu 11 
Z \\ Kh,11111 f El ph ,ntttte ~nd ,\I ,1111 of T11ebc rose 10 11n1 or1an1 pos,ttom In 

thed,,meh1era h 1-.., ,,~I l!'I ,, 150) 

nable to moc1,1 qun•v11, e p.:J,tton• for the ni:cen~r\' st n.- to pro\ldc a sMcoplugv door 

jambs or stnt ,,,, for the rn~,. ,b, , mar hs such iu tl10,c ,t 8cm H "•'II and the,, iia ent 

noires q\1•rnct.l their torr.'» d,r , 1 , 1he rock of the cscarp111rnt Wooden cof11M had been 

II' u,!' for sortl t rT'e an I during ~•, i r ~d bcc•111c ~c,,crallv 1,CCf tcd \\'l.11,• co11tlnu111g to 

corf ra1 
c u I c~n nu~al testu I f , ., In n1,d 11111 b "e f,nd b10i)rl1ph1r ,I mat en al 111 

l•1n0Htl\e, t t ays frcn, the U\\1a\ funer3r) 
'Ot,1 • \ f rm mtroduccrl II 'O the •011 l 

The ti>mbs th ,nsel cs rct1ctt thee pcno I ,n ,d11ch thC)' , re createcl,t!,e an,1cn1 rg\'pt1an tomb 

~h,ays ha\111g been kn""" u n house of ctt>rmty' Tl" rock ni. •, I ukhres of the cMI•• ~ltddle 

"'" om, cre,,ted \\ ,1\ 0111 the 111lirn1,.nc" of the mont11ch1 \\ ere ,
1
c1 cnd<'nt fo, the qualtw of 

theu c0Mtruc11011 upon ,1,e ab1l1\\ of th~ 11 m~r h or l,•11d.1I lord to rrll\td the \,orktrl and 

m,,tcerl~h Tl,e q11<!S\IOII "lien ,1e ,Ing\\ ,th 10111b, 1uch ,, tliol.- ~t 1lc111 I h\ui "• Ii,,,,. much 

,b,lit~, µ<l\' er nd r ,, c ,!ti d,d th sen tnHchs vr go, ~rr ,rs ha, c ,,1 th, 11 dt\f"-'' ,I' 

C, 1rd1ncr goes Into ,omc ,i<u,1 "1th rcgJnl 10 the I 1111ce~ ol the 1 S1h or H,11e norn••, neighbours 

1., the I bth nome of Be111 Ha~.,r, !tnd,ng th~t ~ ne\, f,,n,11, hJd f,;pb,cd the ncnurd1s of th 
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a• 

4 114 \\e 

T Be 

ne I bour, The r s rne\'ohat ucrc t\ptd b guph1e1 arc re rdcd In their tombs which, 

•!though ~ary1Kg m opulcn e leave en mpreu on of fa1rlv simple onhodoxy While the Hatnub 

lraffti nk the r n es f cl Bcrslu t.l rr mng Op,!ra11 ns, ib·re IS no such l.nk \\lth the I rds of 

Ber I Ha an 

. . ''" . ... ,, 

P•••"' Cl OI l t ~Vlf•I II 

.... 

I 1g 12 2 K ,1, m Poor h, 1, 1111• 111 "/'/'''' 

h,ll II L11;:er Ii '"" 1111/i t: ,crt•,.1, i.; 
m I f,.,,i11s iu l,,u,.•r St! tr 11 

130 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



B 

11''\"1""" .•. ·,.;., ,,,11111' ... ,., tti11,.' 

iiw!llffilllITTI 
1\ }ti 1,/t1 I ,1, ' 

fl • .. , , ho11 ,. 

C • porll 1 
I) = g ..• l,•11 

131 

/ 1,: 121 C '"'I 11, p/,111, J:?1/1 lv11.1,ry 
t :wlf1 lwu.H ,lt!rit ,~J /r-am K.,lum 
[',,. •r' llt'I fr Ill f / ti, ,/\ 11,1, I) /,, I/JI' 

,110,/,:/.., Tm,,l, I \ 1,·t ,., ,., I Ii, l•c, 

I 1g t 2.f l lv1t,I! m11Jci
1 

fo,n/J f1[ ,\l1•k,•1 r,,, 
Th,•b,·,, f,mtt 11·/11,lz 
J't!T:,flLL CU't, of l<lll'11 

h tt,c•., 1''d.1 ,/,1ruv·i/ 

' . . ' 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



Men.,, f.. if ti \, ,i..,c se ms t c b<'cn 1h.- n ..l1n C<:-'ltr.- o: the d1•tnc• has not l,.-,·n 

f un So f~r • nf ;mat n or ~ , ng at th I wu• 1s con crnea \Vmlock d,scovere I a 

mp 'ea I unt u hed a h 

and has d · ailed the e in 

m the I Ith dvnut) tc-mb or Meket-rJ ,H Thebes 

f D , i/v I 1/111,1 .·lnc1e111 /:gyp (l95'i) Kemp (1989152) 

h dr~\ " 1 n t ,e1P tog .. the ,-.th :he pl n of Kahun the town HtJcl ed to th.- pyr,1m1<1 of 

Sen .... osret II ( I i7.1 !!~S) t omp1le ~ i Ian of .1 IMge town house, showing rhe core holl1e 

urrounded by storage granarr"s an,1 " or kshcrs (1 50 Fig 53 • 1-ig I 22, 152. F,g 5-1 = rig 12 3) 

1h<' model house from which the drawing was derived is Winloc k, (1955 Fig 9 • Fig I 24). 

In tho: portico,..s of two h0tnes m Wmlock's collection can be seen the traditional columns 

reprcs,.nting bundles of ~a;:,yrus bound tog~ther at the top ( 1955 Fig 11 Fig 12 5) 

Fig 12 5 Dct,11/s of columns cm.l 
porchc, T<1mb Motl,,/., , ,\1,•hu-r,I 

Kemp also compares the core house wnh the 18th dynasty house of the sculptr,r Thutmose m 

Amarna (1989 2°'i Fig 98"' Fig /26) Two maner bedrooms with bed ,1lcoves and gram silos, 

arc clearly visible ,n th,. Amarna dra,,·1ng 

mu11, bedroom 

132 

F,g 126 ffo,.,~ ,,f the sc:Jr1,1r 
Thr1tmo11', Am,1111,1, / Bch .lvtr,hlY 

,.._ ~ ,. II 
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► I 

ti 
d n ti cor stm : .. m of 

ntain h u cs for •h th" \,d t d and 

,, th I rm r ~ a \\ all 

I,,, Jl 

t it t 

1s • circle er sscd by t\\O lines ~t right .,ogles, 

,, 1 '1 into f ur eq11al paru \\'hcthcr tht• ,, s nn dy 

ablv rc1 re er ts an c.1rly "allc:d .. nclosure ,, Inch dcvelc~d into , 
adhered t t\ dou t I It pr 
to"n, 1 .. a"n its h,,.r gl)pl a n pcrman<'r t record Jam, s says th~t there secrns to have been 

very little tO\\ n p mnir.g other :han m t , ns su h as Kah 111 or the fortrcu to\, ns of Nub,,, that 

ts tO\\nS constructed for ,i pJrt1cula1 purpose, "lwre 11 "ould 1101 be -,i,:pc<ted to fmd nnrmal 

urban life (1084 21A-21S) 

The c_,p31110n f 10,,ns ,,as rcstrt<.ted \\'h1lc th.-re ,,as 110 shor:ase of 1.md for se tlerncnt, 1t 

"as l,rgeh desert '1 the vcige oi C11hl\at1on and the 1111111 cntencn of swuli1l,ty "as 1U distance 

from the N :e nec<.-ssary for both communicauon and 1mg~t1011 A.'.though 111form~t1on ,s sc~rcc, 

James finds ,uch e,1dcnce as •,e haH• poir,U to a great dcn~1tv of population 111 the 1nnrnt 

tO\\ ns, in ,, h1ch bu1 :i1!l s ;ind peopl.- 1,crl' <r~mmed together ( l 9S-I 215) In Kahun th<'re 

appeau to ha,c been provmon for different soc,.,! clan~, but there 1s 11oth11,g to 111ggest that 

towns such s M,•11 II Khu/1• ,, ould ha, e been so planned or th,t thry would ha, e been rl.rnned 

at all H we\ er "htle the town 1uclf and the locauon of the upper cbss d" ell ins• is unknown, 1t 

,,ould be furl)' safe to en\ls,,gc such homf'S somcwh,11 s,mil>r to those 111 the d,,gra,ns above 

(/ ,g, 123 120) incorporatm a c red mcs11c propcrtv su,round"d by ureas housmg lug<" 

to \\Orkshop nnd st re rooms The houses of the io,ernmg lords of Ben, 

l no !es 

granlrles Ir ~dd t 

Hnsin c uld ha, 

Ancient Egvpt had monct.tr\ sHtem It rc:,ect entlreh- 11i:-011 ~n e, hangc of conun0d111es or 

t.bour, although Ken•p s,ys thM the syst• m ""' • lequ~tr. for the dem1mh placed, pon 11, •nd 

th~t tl,e people "ere l'L:" to core (1!;18<l 11 i) 

The system de, elo~d methods 1d1erel,y ~•roct'dur<"> allo" ed for the ma111pul.111011 of 

cc-mmod1t1,-1, "1th lodH'.S, 111gs of beer and /1,·~•.11, of "hen be,ng comn1cn dt-norn1nators 111 

Ot'tcrrrnntng ,~k• s 1,rnei of 111:urnl d1s,1sters such as fam,ne w pol1t1c.1I unrest ,, hich h.,d a 

neg 1tl\'t' cltec t upcn normal ort'.erly, •ncultur.-, crodc,I the ,.:r,· ba"s of tlm system" h,ch could 

ha,e been uncicrm111ed or even dcstroved ent1rd)" In m..,d .. 111 s,, 1cty we sp.-ak of putting 

somrthmg "'' ••>· for ~ rainy chv" t-.lonc1 in, ested ",II beget monev even 1f the O\\ ll"r possesses 

no land or s~leaolc nsscts \\"h<"n d I.ind such as .111c1c11t Egypt e,~ricnccd r~ok•ngcd drought, 

de,asta\lon o t t~nt!s, or dt'l.trurnon off ror••rty, there "'ould ha,c been ,erv little to foll back 

upon Grnn rie~ not repl.-mshe,1 could not ha,·c been filled 1 , prosperous netghbours sin,., ,t 

\\l'S to Eg"~ t 1h.n the s irroundrng pcopl.-s turned , ,hen :,1e1r com1110-l.t1.-s farlt'd Jnd the 

drought, 1,fkc1111g one, u~u•1
, ~ffeeted all 
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Fr.Jm 1h .. I Ith <l)i'l~stv eJr v n r µt10• ~ 1 n omb at !'.lo'alla Jmt SOllttl of Luxor derail the me 

to po¾er cf , certain :\nkh1f} wlao becarn,:, .he norn~rch of the 3rd Upper Egyptian nome of 

Ni:ld1en B:d-l.-n by I loru., lo set 1t III o:der, he took o•.-rr' the ch1eftamcy Clearly not an 

hereditary ch1~ftam it rs mteres:mg to not" that hf' authenticated h1$ position through/ forus. At 

a time pnor to the e-stabhshment of the lnyotefs llnyotrf l 2134-2118), the mscnptions record 

f18hung hetween an alliance c:-f Thebes and Koptos, a0 a,nst Arnant, into which the nomarch was 

drawn Among the descnpt1ons of has own v~lour ano heroic deeds are repea:ed mentions of 

yeJrs of farnme, dunng which 'Ankht1fy cla1mc<l to have ,upplted other tov:ns bes.de hJs own 

with gifts or loans of corn (Gardiril'r i 964 111 ). However ',e are~ of the Nile in which the 3rd 

U~•per Egyptian nome lay was far more volatile thai that of the O vx nome. The future kings 

"'ere to acclaim themselves from Thebes and, if 'AnJ.J, .fy's reports ,-e even partly true, there 

was considerable in-fighting in the area before the Tl ,.ban lords we,• 1ble to take over the 

monarchy. 

The 1mpress1on one ga,ns from Beni Hasan is one of local r owe.r, unwilimg -,r unable to enter 

into contention with either Herakleopohs to the north or Tl-c .... es to the south these lords, not 

all of them nomarchs, do not feature m grafftt1 or despatchc~ and what we know c.f , hem must 

largely be drawn frol"' the tombs wluch they bi,;ilt for themseh•es wt•en the height of \.1 • cc.nflict 

was past 

Footnotes 

1 
On ilLteracy in U S.Acf FlM<:h R {1955, 1981) and in Canada {Johruon 1970). Literacy tn ancu,nt Near 

East d Comeh11s rn JNSL XlX ( 1993 6G, Ml!' 21 ); literacy in South Afnca note 22. 

1 fhe Will of Mef'i, son of lntef, Boumdu (1988 SO) 

1 
1\ m1hU1r;· desp.itch from I\J, o,a, lluurn.iu {I 988. 79), 

'One oftwcnt}•threc papyn pla,rd m l3lh dyn;isty Lomb on the west b3nk al Thd>es. Now known as the 

Ramesseom papyn. 

s See Gard1nPr, 1947 J\ncienr Egyprtan Cmomasrica 3 vols: Oxford Unhersity Press; Lare-Egyptian 

Miscellanies 1937 Brussel\ 

" Pre'le:ved m Nt•\\ Kingdom c,,pi,·s, ,t arp<>an lo ha,c been composed in the- rarl} years of the 12th 

dvnastv 
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I Ir,.. th,· _th ,l • I •; I," r 11 'xrl l\\ J I• I l j !,·.tn ll h ·~· I Jrtd II h\.-~ nl111 :.,., '" 

f llrilt h ~.,'"""'I \ ,OOw (I' I 1. Tl< 500 lltt· ,, >Ii; o,/ th l/.111" ltrJtisl.,ll<lll "' t-111, h1humj "n·d,1 

t<'l.b 2 7 2. 

('J111np\l.·\h \Vl'H ,,nun~ pr\\\i lll'd \ n \lfli.l" u'>ul p.ip,·n tr-.,m ,,h,1.h lhl• llfl);tn1i1l ,,ri1mg h,1lJ 6'.t·n 

nrn,,.,,I It" n,•l thu11~h1 lh•l ,.n" 1,,1,hl ll'ltcrs _.mid han: bc,·n r.-,u,ul ,., tlw l'IJh.:lldl 11111,, r,avr 

1~ 1·11 r,<11, d, Jnd "·" p<1-.Stbh n·.c,wrnl lrorn ,,1,1 do1;1.rr.enlS m, lllnl(<'r r,·4uin·d l'Jhmp·~ ,t, Jn· ,,. 11 

~nnf,m·d lU l.gvpt,an U'<', till\ '" fl' u~·u '" th, carlv Chnsuan \\orld i<>r J '"" ,.J, r.hlc llm•· 

1 l "hthP1m ( i 9S'3) ,k \.a,J, t.•mh .J11tnh1ui;raph11, ,,I the t 11,I Kingdnm, t •~<l,l\ r "1th ltan,iJlt"n' .,f th,· 

t<'xl, 1h,m , 11lu· Pl ti1, :--11ddh Km~d"m• n\Jn\i tr,)m \h\d,,, 

I' l,,mh,,I :,,n111,l11m, !), 1r, l ~k,hna, lhdi., ZOth,hnist\ 

" lh•· rrt·\I '.,n , .... 1,n111inl Ill ll\l\ .lrJ\\ln~ b, lh, '" I' rd ,k11• !111,.I J<fll\> 'm ,h,,.d,krs lhl' t.lll 

hJ11~ing h.·\\\t l"n h1~ t ;,, t.w U OJI ~Jrl l\ 1f J rr !.l 

,n.t M.il,·I. l,,,1 d ,uloth'l><, l.1ll uni!,!· 

Num, n,us, 1,h, m, r.l ~,n.:, · ( I 9SO 36) 

i15 

•~11.1•, •n ··7 Stn d~nJ,l 1· :i 150,2134 

' ·'!'- .• ,· ~ ~ ·"'- ' . . ~ \. . . ' .. . " . 
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CHAPTER 7 

SEPULCHRES OF THE DEAD 

I l,ev «ill the ho1<1e, of tlw li,rng /mt;, b.:c«1ue for a <or,,11/ •f•,i.e 
u•,• mlwbit tlu•,e but tlu• .wpulchres of the de,.,J clwy nmne 
t•t,·nL.11 111,111.,fr>tL>, h·u11<,e th,:y co111i11tte tl'llh the gods for ,111 

111/i11i1e sp.1ce iVhcr,:fore, 111 the str11011res of their lwr«c, they 
,ire lt11h- sulic1tuu,, but i11 t'Y,/lli,irdy a,lorning their ><1mlclm:s 

th,-:: rhu,k 110 co;r s11f(,c1n1: 
Oiodona Steulus, Boo~ I 

7.1 EARLY TOMBS AND THEIR DEVELOPMENT 

The e~rl1e,, re,orded kings of the un11,-d Egypt "'ere bur,ed .lt Abydos, main centre of their 

cult we prior to the removal of the royal court tc ?1.!emph1s Excavated at the end of the 19th 

cenlur· ;,D and re-exca11ited smce 1977, the tombs of these kings have yielded, 111 addmon to 

artifacts such as a quantity of pots, an • / heqa sceptre and • clay vess.,l marked with a 

scorpion, s<'me uf tl,e earliest h1erogl~ ph1c writ mg yet found The) have also provided a clearer 

p1ctur" ,f the comtruct1on ,,f early royal tc-mbs ( Dreyer 1993 10-12).
1 

Rema ms found ;it 

Abydos, show that th~e took the form cl " mud,bnck, roofed drnmber, bu,lt inside a large pit. 

E);t· ,ided over the pit \\'aS a s"cond roof made of ,,·ood and matting, the ,,hole covered by a 

ou,1d of earth. It 1, as m su,h ., tomb that the 1st dynasty king Djet was buried. Petrie who 

worked on the Abydc-s site III th, ,rl1er period, recorded early tombs with unplastered \\'alls, 

raced \\'It!," ood ( 1993 11 ). 

Kemp believes that the urnf,c.mon m~ th ,,·hich emerged with the 1st dynasty was merdy one 

aspect of the r•r.:>Jed1o!l of k111gd11p a, the symbol of power and supremacy and sees in the 

suhse•1uent de,elopment of architecture, the ray ,I tomb as the pnnc1pal public stat.,ment on the 

nature of k1ngsh1p ( 1991 53) 

7.1.1 THE PALACE FACADE 

Along with the mamng patterns ,, h1ch recur pnstantly o,·er the dynastic periods, one finds the 

"palace facade" design Tim ,,as a form of wJl!ing decorJ1ed ,, 1th naches to g11e n pane\l.,d 

effect In time these were pa,nt<'d, such ri<'cornt1,1.< r•' ,s1l:-ly h,wing been substituted for the 

original long strips ,..,f h!ghth ,,)lourcd m.,tting I sh~d t •1 ,qzc,r1t;! i-,oles bet\\'een the niches 

,'\Jthough asSO(IJtcd "1th t ,rnb<, tlm d~s1gn was assumed t\l h.11'~ ongm,ited w1tl1 the roy,11 

139 

. ~ 

. . 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



time fav ur d 

the 

se•ekh • appear ,, as Kemp 

fk g• ;," (JOOJ 51 

panels re en~ and m ttmg p.1ttems bt-ca e a re gnised and fixed scheme of dccoratt n on 

£.1rccph.1g1, co·rm , and t mb ch3pc1 

Smc.e 1: " be necessa•\ to c!~:crm ne t c na•urt• • the tombs and their dee r • n at Bent 

Ha.an 1t 1s rel :1, e t r. :e here :hat th s d g., \, I appcJrs m these tombs d c : o 1gmatc 

m temple arch tcct'..l•e It mav r gma v ha,c been u: h:a•1an since the poss b1l '\ 1s :h,1: the 

pandl ng and nt he dc,-ice \vas de lop.-d as an a•ch,:ec:ura' mcthvd of strcn :h,.nmg larg,. 

,,alls Once 1m:al'ed howe\er i: c panded use, assum n5 tha: Kemp 1s correc: became, 

Insofar is roya :y \\as concerned a poh: cal s:a:cmcn: and w :h :1mc, de,elopcd 1r:o a µos1:1,e 

dentif cat1cn ,,.:n the p,Jr , e· Cr .. .-.: Hcuse Th s being ore or the man\ ,,aH b. "h,ch the 

roval palace was kno\\n (Card ncr 10 -I 521 , t JC rdmg! retained m as c1at on with a .. . . ous~ 

It, .-xie:mon to• rib a•ch•· ~ • •e \\Culd b• n accord ,-i:h :he pre:mse that the :omb ,ae!f \\d 

a house of ctern.t} A rcconrn,.1c:1on of the masaba :~mb of Queen :O.lerne:th of the l 1t 

dynasty over "h h this pa·:e·n d mma:"s g1•es scme 1de3 oi tr . .- 1mpos,r.g s:ruc:ures 

constructed for :h" roi, ,I :ombs The small tombs surr .. ndmg are bel,,:ved to have b.-.-n thvse 

of sa<~tf1ccd servants (,-\ldred I 9Si S9 Fig 53 • l-16 I 2i) 

r,g l2i R," ... rrr, II II I ,r:b o/ Q, ...... , ~: nr,111!, Isl [)\u.ur;. 
\l:,.1 CTI k 11\lllt p .. 11..I/ l 111 ·(\1i,1, t' J., ,J. • ('HI '" 

1-l 
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7 1 2 THE , ATTI" G PATTER•,S 

e I • 

\II II Ilk I, 

I 
vuu·• 

'. 

'( 

SI d s t ,. mu nc~ A l,gl l 

de 1u appelrance m the 

r u es beth a •d and secular where 

◄,-------' 

In time 1t ,,·as used for providing por~abl.: shelters for tl.e gods of lhe provincial temples Kemp 

gives a very deu e,pos;:1on of :he devclopr:1e:1t of the ut1hsat1on of beth mud brick and m:nting 

(1991 99 F16 36 .. Fig 1.?8) 

\Veil estabhsh.-d b,· th: period of the h, dynasty kings, the use of mat:ing f•r shrines 1s attested 

by replicas of such shnr.es In e~r!y tombs and depo>ots at :>.bydos "here the:, ,ary b.:tween mud 

brick and ia1ence, and in s1~,. from four to ten certunetres On such replicas .he shai:-es and 

matting components are de ,rl;· indicated (19'\J £13 Fig :"33) Tl:-.e same architecture as that us~d 

lJl 
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for the shnnc as s1'own as J portnb:e te,,· , a tomb of the 5th av nJs,y, th'! m.itt,ng ::Mtte•ns 

cleJrly 1ndu:.1ted (1991 ili:.1 Fit 3-1 (3) l-1
5 

129) 

7.1.3 THE EARLY ARTIFACTS 

Fai; 129 J', rl 1N, Jr,tltte l 
r~,rc 11°1th 1n~, ::n,-, 

Stli Jv11.~u" 1 ,,.b 
'" '-he,H 5,11J 

It may be assumed fr-.m the urlv dvnut,c :umbs that, hy the tncl:Js1<.m of Jrtacfes deemed to be 

necessary for the afterlife, a future e,,•te• ,,, \\'Js enlias~i;,..:f Roth the m.,staba of Queen 

t.leme,t!-, (Ftg l 2i') and Du•\,:r s report (JOO~ 11) -.,here he retords the f,ndin~ of many human 

bones of young mt-n, ~uggest th.it the prn :1 · ct kall:n\j 5enanu Jt the tam, cf the roval burial. 

presag,:d a need for their servact's ,n t~.- ,tt.-:1.:e 

Among the ub1qu1tous pots and otlct': Jrtaraca m tbe ro\·al t.:imbs, :he rnot1vat1on for the 

tndusion of sherds of cvlindracal vessels l,•,rmg ms<r1pt1on•, the o,, ner s name and ongm of 

ccntenu from both Upper and L.:i1,cr E~pt ,s 1mclcJ1, 6111 ceruinlv thee fmds do md,catc the 

mdU1i<..n of actual records rather than mvth,,al c,r ,de 1las.-d ouw~is for use 111 the fu•ure Dreyn 

says th,it thcv are "our carl1<!st e, 1,!cnc .. of rc,enu,=s collected fro in bod, p>rts oi Egypt for royal 

needs" (19Cl3 11 1::J 

H2 
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7 2 ARCHITECTURAL AND DECORATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

7 2 l HIE AAr.HITF.CTURE 

e rl t g t n 1:1ba su h as th sc f , ucen Merne,th ,, ere 

f s r ant ti p ta e seems t ha,e censcd qu1·c eJrly m the Old 

Kmgd m and ur11I t ,. end f the 8th d,na ty (2134), t n bs surrounding the b•mal place of the 

monarch belo1 ged to off1c1a!s anJ rnembcrs of the kmgs firn ly and ,-ere a sanctioned roval 

pn'1lege 

1 hcse q,1asa-ro) ~I tombs wcr • tn the mam, of three types. the none or mud-brick manaba IJu1lt 

abo,e ground lt•,cl and containing the tomb chape, the rock-cut tombs, hewn 111 th.- side of <olid 

roe ls "h1ch" uld also lncor1'0rate ~ tomb chapel or Inner shrme, nnd a tomb type" h,ch was n 

mixture or the t , o pre\lous structures (llarpur l Q87 1} The ma1or1ty of these tombs 

contPmcd one or 'l1 re subte•ririenn burial chambers situated d,rcctly belo,, or 111 close 

prox m,ty t o ti e ch pcl In t• e early d.ws ,, hen the ,, ho!.: burial was enclos~d In a mound. 

id ·nt.f1catton " s b, Meara of a ~tcla erected nearbv \\'1th tomb de\'clopm,.nt, however, 

mscnpttons g" ms part,cul3rs cf tl.e 0e<.eased \\'ere mc,scd on and around the facade of the 

chapel entran e and r by re1 cf r painted mscn1 t10ns Inside the chaµcl 1uelf 

It is n t to be S\Jp eel tlut the de,e1opmer.t of mast~lia tomb autornat1c,,II> cor,l.rrn\ a s:eady 

and s1m1 le gro,, th I t n,b dec0rH1c1 Some of the earl c•t kno,, n scenes of ou1d,or pursuits 

d~p1cted 111 an} I r1,, :t> tomb come from ~1a1dum and ore pon.bly 3rd dynast\' In general, 

ho,,e,cr 

{a) The dt',eloµmer,: of the co111cn1 of scene~ m pn,·ate t,,mbs \\as fairly slo1, t:-art1cubrly 

bc11, een tie 1rd an I 4th dynrn,es (f!aq.11r 1037 33), 

(b) In the m1t1al 1.:nges offermg rooms,, er.- lat tie more than a recess built, sur ~tames,, 1th,n the 

bod\ of the •upemructure ~ometmw, ~•rtl~ outside 1t (Ed"ard\ 1952 39) With the 

d.,,dopmer.t of the tomb strnctures 1h.-msehes the offermg rcceH became a room .:Jeco,ated 1r. 

rcl11:f and or p11nted "1th • false: door usu.,11, bu,!t ar.:o d,e \Vest "all, \\'1th an .,ltar for the 

•u1 1 Iv o tood for the de eased ' 

(c) At this u.,ge 1.:~tues ol :he dece 11ed b<.-gan to Lie 1ntrci,!11ccd into the oftermg rooms together 

"tth scenes III rd, f ,,nd .,, I amt, these most ~ommonh sh.:l\, mg S"f\ ants bear,ng food and 

dnnk to the r! e,sc ! 

C:,1, ., the I ro, s,on of a t.>n b "as ur.c!er the aegis of the rnonMch 1,·ho ,mt rolled, through the 

rncsts the s r, ,and r: , , ,, rkir.g therc1•1 H "as tne'!talilc that some eof the work 

prepared f r the 111 rurrh bec,m" repc •cd 111 tlw µm ,te tomus Thus the de\"clopment of,, 

,a n1 al f rm ! : tcrf rcta:1 n of lxllh h 1111J11 f1g1,rcs and u11ta,:s "H 111 held 1n the pra\atc 

. ' . . . ' . , . 
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. ' 

• ml- Jnd ert , t th 

fa rlv c-,rly nog,. 

ti f d ·1 ,ct,rg mnr It 1 ""'' t\ ·., 11' ,!so ud,iptl"d .n ~ 

, he, 111,1 r $ un created by tie cm ,111 1! rc~tn tHlllS top n E.:,-;;pl1a11 art tc•r11h to le;w;: an 

ml Tl d1AlC Ill prn f the 1de, ti l ex•· 11:1011 of$(• 11 .. $ Ill both 'nntrnt a11<l ~pplic.1t1cm 

Alth ugh restricted b) the for1nAl1$1t1 f r••l1g1ous 1,·qu11r.mem~. h:.., . .,,.,r, rt ,~ po\11!,lt- to 

rc~ogn ,. c II t ,nt n,,,-,•me, t and de, dopi cnt 111 the render,ng .,r de• ails in the tomo rnurab 

I !up11r ref en to .1 gnd11.1I gro11por1i; ot l"o,,d themes cornpminit t p1c-~I upcct$ of some m~ior 

3 tl"lty In the e,irl,en ch1pt'ls thest- did not completely fill~ w•II, but tbe ,,all area taken up by 

e~,h theme bl'cJme largc-r with the 1ncrP~~e 111 the rC'pertory of ,c.,nes By the 1111d 5th dyn3sty 

ent\ri, walls "e-rc ftllc-d ,, 1th d.,bor,,tc: comp0$1lions, with a pe~k b .. mg rc:ac-h<"d in the early 6th 

dyimty ( I C!87 l 75). 

Tho\ µ1ugrc:ss1on nc:g,1tes •nv suggestion th,ll the funerary obl,gat1011\ 1nsof.1r H the 1conographoc 

content ,,f the to111bs 1,,,. ,onr<'rned, Hf'MlJtlt:d fron, ~n 111111~1 and ~ornplete dogrnJto,; 

1111dNsunrl111g of r-s1en. JI r.-li111ous r,.q1111ement~ No l\'rltt• n d,,grn,it,, rd1g1ous 51110:rm:nt h~s 

C\'er ernan,,ted fro111 ltnr;ent F.gv1ot and one mmt rccog111sc that ancient Egyptian rel,g1on, as i, 

cNnmon w,th most rclog1c,ns, tended to change and develop ahrng~1dt- the e\'olut1onary and/or 

h1stor,, .,I ~1tu 1110n of its adherrnts One lllli\l ,,ho co11,.,,ie that over a long p.-riod, ~nd on the 

absence of anv common ", ,tt~n te,t, t◊g<'th••r 1, 11h a lo,, rdtlC of lot<' ,11.-s, 11 1s unlikclv that the 

Egypt•~m ,,s ., "h I,• h, i ., deep und•·rst,, ding or .,ppr<>Cl,ll"'" oft 1e tl1eolog1cal premo,,•, \\'h1ch 

m1gl1t ur ,mght 11, t he d,•,cloped b, th,• 1-111estlv h1crMchy Th", rnor<" p,1rtrcu\.1rlv, smcr the 

Old Kingdom 11111 .. , ir> rites em 1111ted lrc-rn 11111 w,•rl" t-~cl11•1\e to the royal cst,1bhshrnent 

frc,m the 1nr:us1on of th,. b;rest 11ecess1t1t~ orll<"rr~d 1, ,th the c.irly bun.tis, once tombs were 

b,11lt to mclu.!e a•e.,s 111 add1t1t1n to th,. tomb ch.1111b!'r ot~clf, ot b ... c,,ml' po~sible to e,pand both 

the material offl'r111g~, ,111d the , a nous serl'oces performed on behalf of the dece~sed It 1s not 

clelr ho\\ the offc-rn1g t.,blr C\Oil'l"d but II i, probable th3t ~ form of 3ncestor worship initiated 

the id<",t of co11t1nued su1ten,111ce for the- d,•,e.1H·d, who ,, as prob.,bly seen ns an mterme<l1uy 

b<'t\\'een the lol'ing ar,d the dr:-,t1 It 1s not 1ll'11, r,I therefore-, rn c.-nclude chnt this was the first 

t~,rrn ot poH buro.,I .1Ctl11t\, c\tencitid bv tho,e .,bl,, to .,ltvrd them, to proc111111g th, H•rv1cc-s of, 

f'fl"~t to peq•O'\u,ote the,,. rott•$ on ti 11 1,d1,1lf F\•rpctu,ty lwmg 1111,1tta111,1ble i;,n eanh, 111 time, 

pne ti)' ser,·1,;t'$ hould aln.oH cert,1111ly ct,,~.:, by defoult, or by tht" fo111lly not being able, or 

wtl1111g, to n,,11nt.11n tht> ~osts 1r11\ll\c l The ,de,, of subst1tut1<,11, th~t ls ,1111cono11rnphoc mrnge of 

,, p••rson or obiect being ,1ble to r.-pl., ,: or be •ransforrned into that pc:r~on or <JUJett, h,1s no 

reality for us It had re,1l11y for th,· ,oncien, Eb\ pt1.111 .1nd 11 would therefore h,w,. he!!'.l a totally 

log1cal pr<,g•ess1,,n l,cyond the prO\ 1\1011 of tie ,1,11,.11 offerings, thH these 1w.:eSSlli'-'S for the 

d(•c,•,1,.,d Loe presc:r,t.-d 111 ;, ,,,ogr,1pl11- for1,1 1,·1th111 tht' to111h ,tsdf ·1 h1~ subs11tut1on also 

,·\ten<l,•d t•> ce~ t 1, h1ch b,·<".rn1t· allied to the ot ,•r1n11, bv ple,1, to , 1s1tors to th~ tomb for prnver, 

to L,,: u,d kr the: r<"q•mt'd offt'1111gs Be}C1t1d rnc11t101rn111 the 'oli<-nng 111ur,1ls' 111 p,1uing, these 

I • 
• I • 

\ 
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un l::e aid to be unquest onably onognphlc funerarv manifestations, 111d while they vary 111 

p,cs .. ntation their nea11tng ls bey nd quotlon Smee all thl:' prC$,.n\~t1on 1, an anuc,pated 

att1on In th.- life to come, they C'an u vav even considered a, remotely b1ograph1cal, other 

than to 111cLcate the poss ble beliefs of the i ulJ ..- concerned 

7 2.2 SCENE DEVELOP,.1lNT 

Almo<t 111 >I the repertory of scenes of the 0 1d '<ingciom fall within e1;;ht basic themes These 

are the funer~ry mu!, th" funer, I Cf't c11,,,,11cs of the dcccucd, including his '1oumey to the 

\Vest.' 11,ari.h pursuit. agriculture, panoral ,"t1v1t1es, hort1culturc, Y.orkshop pursuits, 

bam
1
ueung (Harpur 1987 !75) fhe devclopn,cnt of the,c themes can be discerned from the 

3rd to the 8th dyna,ty (2649-2134) with the 1nnov1.,on of certa,n marked trends at the end of 

the Interim period and the e11rly M1ddle Kingdom 

The formal rnurah r'"prescntmg the funerary meal, banqueting. priestly rituals and the 

presentation of foo.h by bearers, arc in thernse'ves restricted by the nature of their subjects and 

are l::n su~crpt1ble to mnov111on or change than arc the ou:door scenes In which, once the 

canorncal art1H1C requ1remcnu are observed, :end themselves to ong•nal innovations 

50111111111-., u "111 be shown, the,e 1nnovat1ona1 because they are relevant to the lime and 

circumstances, pn• into the rep.-rtmre of tomb art 

So far u p.tmted murals are concerned, thue arc some m the rock•cut chapels in the North h11t 

only a few at G1u whl're th" tradition of rl'licf sculpture was strongl'st h the mam, relief wa 

used for te.xh since prc.sumably thc,e were con\1dered to he of greater ,mpo:'tance than the 

paint«! walls. Th" rchrf itself was usually pamtcd m colour or black but by its nature was 

rcs1hr11t to damage, the relief rcmammg af the pa,nt detcnoratcd Maidum has produced some 

of t, .c earliest of the decorat,d tomb~, substant1111n1 the existenCt" cf • devdoped and 

com~tcnt an1st1c skill fairly early in thl' 4th dynasty However, not all the Ma1dum tombs are 

decorated 

Middle Kingdom provmcaal tombs were largrly painted, and of th.:-sc Harpur says, ' theft' Is more 

evidence of unusual m11ovat1on• ( 1987 7) The provmc1al tombs o,C'l.lr m nineteen mun J1tes 

covermg the penod from m1d•Sth dyn,uty to well mto thr, 12th dynasty ( c2◄ 19-c 1840). Dunng 

tr1e 6th dynasty 1t was not unusu•l for a son of a nomarch or high offlcaal to assume his late 

fat \l'T offices Such f1m1he) built their tombs in the v1c1mt> of each other, rmki111 some 

gen•,•. [ ICS and d.at1ng pos,1ble In such tombs trends m customs and decorations can be 

cbscn,o:J 

It mgh: br suppo~c-d that thcrl' woul,I have developed a ng,d formula of archite.:tural 

construcllon and'or ,n1er1or tomb design SmC'e ,o many scl'nl'S re)c-mble each oth r, there has 

been an ,ffort u determine tren~ to\\ ard.s siting cert11n murals on particular walls In some 
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f I ~ t 

ti I ml-.. \\ J rr ludcd any 
a 

au 11 ,t a c non ex 1.tcd f th ub1i- I matter of the 

rn 
ng 

1i 123) d r1bes sr,en chapel l\flCS gl'1ng a 
In her a t••r on 
br ad p cture of s Cle and f I e o cn•at1on ,n tOITII» south of 1'-lcml,)l11s and s.,ys that 

collect1n,I~ they illustrate one cn .. ral I nt At Memphis the onentauon of the tomb~ was 

larg,.Jy affected by the topographv of the sites tog.,:her ,l,th thr ~nowlcdgc and cxrt-roence of 

the local ut1sts Pro,in 111 chap"h how--vcr, lntcrpr,ctlng the dccor"tive scherr.es 111 the 

Memph1tc chapels •~,e often v ·ry clilfcrent trom ()ne anod1er, vet 1n certall\ r61'<!< • ,~111 quite 

log1ca1· (la87 121) 

For thi- pur; c of t d 

discusu n 

~ crta n nun er f t , ,b from 8cm Hunn and 1,, 0 

d D , r Bn , have been selected tor corn1 ans~n and 

t n \; t r gnmg n n ,r h is nPme I \1111 tl,~,r dates c~n 

ha\C t daun a ppr xlmatcd by re,tSon of kinship bern ccn 

the t mb "n" Th } nc b} no mean the nl) t n bs ,n the re1.pectf\e site~ but onumon of 

the others 1s due- c ti r o th md1fferc1 t c I d111on of the mur~h or, more part1culMI)', to fa,lurc 

to date thl'm "ltl am dcgrCf' f ~ ura 

7.3 THE SITES OF 1HE TOMBS UNDER DISCUSSION 

7.3.1. ME.IR 

Thl5 1s a local n~me lor the site of the nc r , ohs n the" e\t bank .if the N,le ,n "hich lie the 

tombs of the no:n rein of the I 4th Nome ol Un er E ) 11 The r c.,pit~I cit,, Cus.,e ilso en th,. 

\\'est l,an\.-, 1s no" lost a'.though the I mbs CHr) 1U nilll1<' in ,1noclat1on \\Ith the loc~l dc1t~ . the 

goddess I /,,r/10, th<' "l 1c!· (or ~11 tress) of C11uf'• 

7.3 2 DEIR EL,8£RSHA 

Tins 1s t'i<- n,1111e b, ""' 1 11 c s11 • t t et II l>s ot then mucl of the ),th Urper EsH'mn 

(H 11<') nome 11. kn '" It I e on thc f 1.t bsn!.. ot the Nol II the \\'a,lo d-;-.!.,khli n M<',1 ,,here 

I mcstone lus treC'J\lt!l\tlv been quarrit' 1 I he I ml'1 hn,e sulfcrt' I from the ,.ff.,ct'> er the 

qu~rn 111g and o• an , .rth 1uake "Inch I ~ctlv d 1111 ,g.,d the larg.-st and 1110H ,. 1,portant of them 

th~t of the "Gre11 O,•rlord ol the Hare :-:ome· D1ehuuh q e l \01":-,er this tc-ml> contains one 

of the most ,mp it ,nt icencs of ,t.1tt1e tr•• spvrt ~n I m be porn,,elv ,hte.l 
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7 :: 3 BENI HASAN 

This trl t bank ft N, e and 1s the necropolis n "h1, h the lords and oflk1als of 

t e 16th ( rp; n n of pper t.g}pt btult thetr tombs Several of 1he1e tombs have 

refcrcn ~ to the rJhng n•onarch and the ownt!rs in some ctht'r cJses are related, so 

1dcnt1f1cat on IS r~1rly pos,m·c 

The folio" Ing chart indicate\ the periods tr> wluc It the various tombs under dncus,ion have been 

ass111neil, togetht!r "1th their rdatl\C <.UtCl All the tombs fall into either the 6th dynasty (2323-

2150) the I 1th dynam (2134-20-10), or the 12th dynasty ( 1991-1783) The early I Ith dynasty 

"a, Thcban and unity was onl) aducved ,n 2040, tlus being the- comme,cement of the Middle 

Kmadom The two 6th d)nastv tombs from 11.le,r are dated Pep, I and Pep, II by Blackman 

(MEIR I 5,6) The tombs dated I Ith dynany do not haH raames of kings recorded an them 

The relt!nnt kings and tombs arr- !med below, 

PEPI I (2289 2255) (6th Dyn) 
PEPI 11 (:?246-2132) " • 

TO~IB Al 
A2 

11TH CYNASTY (2134-2040) 

AMENEMHET I (1991-1962) (12th Dyn) 

SENWOSRET I (1971-1026) 

AMENE:-.IHf.T II (1929-1892) 

SENWOSRET II (1897-1078) 

SENWOSRET 11 I ( 1878-184 I)' 

29 
15 
17 

14 
I 

2 
82 
84 
3 
2 
Cl 
2 
2 
Cl 

t.lEIR 
MElk 

Bt'.NI HASAN 
BENI HASAN 
BENI HASAN 

BENI HASAN 
MEIR 
BENI HASAN 
MEIR 
MEIR 
BEN! HASA.1\/ 
DEIR cl-BERS HA• 
MEIR .. 
DEIR el-BERS HA• 
DEIR el-BERSHA • 
MEIR•• 

Ba mes & Malek ( I 080 36) query the end date of 1841 for SenwosrC"t 111. 

• The O\\ ner of Tomb :? at Deir cl-Bersha possibly lived through three reigns 

•• Tut o,,·ntr of Tomb Cl at r.te,r possibly laved through two reigns 

The dates of Amcncmhct I and Scnwosrcl I overlap, the latter having ruled jointly with his 

fath~r from 1971 

7.4 GEOGRAPHICAL RELATIONSHIPS 

C.:1t1e such a~ ,\.;yut, Abydos, el Kab, Kunak and Memph1,, appear on maps from the pre 

dynastic ,nd c~rly d}narnc Egypt Bc.,1 Haun, Meir ar,d Dear d-Bersha, which he in fairly close 

prox1m1t}' ~lmo,t half way between M"mphis and Karnak, arc shown on maps c,f Middle 

1-17 

\ . . ~ 
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l\111g I, rn Egvµt I II ee111 ll> li,H· decl,n.-d in imp rtan,,. from the end ,..,f the 12th dvr,asty 

f!11 1s p,1rtlv ,,b 11nt1a1ed 111 that the to"ns of Mena\ [(ufu (Beni Hasan) ~nd Cusae (M •1r) 

ha, e bee, I, st 

fl,,.. dmnct 111 which the necropolises ot the 14th, l S1h and 16th nomes of Uppt"r Egypt lay. 

lacked a lruh important rel,g,ous ,entrl.' Cu,.,._. (Mt>lf J had .1 fa,rl~ well-kn(m n temple to 

1/,,rJ.,,r, but th.- ar.-1 1,,1, ,wl,11,·d Iron, the IMger and more 1nOuent1al and ntually 11nportant 

1011 ns During the ano11ch1cal and interim p,mods after the end of the Old Kmgdom, thos part of 

Egvpt app,.ars to h,t1c.- been some11 hat more stable than an area such as Abydos, which fell under 

the control of far,t the H ... rakleopol1t,rns and then the Thebans Whether the nobles of Beni 

Ha5an, Meir or Deir el•Bersha chose to participate or supply troops m these local hostilities, is 

not dear from thetr tombs, although b1cgraph1cal texts ind1cdte local fighting and destruction of 

to\\ ns and some nobl~ sho11 an mdinat1on towards ,H\11ming monarch1al powers (See 

E,c11rrns II <, Rt )I IJ'I NC, 11!1. I \lMllS) 

1 t,unter Dr,·vt•r lmd, an ~ark datl• lur th.- ,lt•vd<•pm,·nl ,,1 rhoncl1, u,mpk•m<·nt, t,1 d1lkrcnl1Jtl' 

(I lammond 1993) 

; lhl' //o,u, n.11n< ,and tlw '><'rt•kh., ((,,anhm·r 1964 52) 

' StcwJrt g1Vl', JO ,·x, ,•pl>,.nall\' , lrnr, ,,l<"an•d 1llmtrJt1<1n nf ,,n<· 111 llw t1ks showing llw tnll'rwm·rn 

11•xt11n·s of thr sim11l.1t<'II n•rd, 

• F,h,al'<h (195:Z JS-44) It"''' a, umpn•ht'nm,• mt'I'\ ,cw nl th,· ,kvdopment of ma,taha lnmhs 
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CHAPTER 8 

TOMB MURALS • THE BASIC THEMES 

lh ,/o,,w1,111t '"'Ir•, 10!1 ,s nj !Ir /111,n,0111> '/ii,• m.un s11b1t·ct 
of th,r ..,,t H m,m ,111.! h, ma,1_v ,,. 111~1,.,, .. : w, l'l:'f'''·"' 
"11/r, II 

Cynl Alcir,-d 

8.1 OFFERING SCENES ANO BANQUETS 

TI1e tou11cl.t1om f r thC'le s enC'l 1, ere laid from the rn mcnt the f1n1 d1gger or co kmi:•pot "dS 

introduced mto buml rnu~I t accompany and n s ,1 the rµ1c 111 the hereaft r Sir.cc these 

acts or, m t1mc, d p ct1on of acts \\ere cou1 led ,o the rd1 1ous bd efs of the pcnod. they can 

have no cLre t b raph1cal appl1cJt1on Frorn the Slmf le c,ternal stel., and offering n1cr.c 

(Ed" ards I !)52 3Cl), to the mternal de~Plopments, of fol e door statue 111che and sndab, they 

served an mtermcnt requirement" In h n the c un" of t1111e bt: ame c~panded, ,,·h1le reta1111ng 

their fun rary functtons 

B,og·aplucally, thcv rec rd tie n~m s f o, ncr1 t t mbs lms of offerings 1dent1f1cat1"11 ot 

retainers and pr1r1ts, and urnalh tn I, 1,- the tomb O\\ ner s \\II~ ch1ldrt'n, and close fJm1l,• 

members This may pcrhAps be term.,d l 1ograrh1c,1I reco, I, since iherc 1s little re,so,, to 

suppose thAt there 1s ~ny 1dc,1 sed com·"F' in the nirmng of these md,v,dual\ "ho undo1.! •• d!y 

existed Ho1,c1er, II 11 outmlc the \COP"' of biography as such and 1conograph1cally ti~ 

somc"h~l stvl1sed depltt1011 of the ,ar,ous f~m1h t11t•mb,r1 as i:m b~ '""II on the south \\'all o! 

Tornb 3 H Be111 H asMt \\Ould ~!so f,11 int.:, the c ,teg n· of ,llmtrater. ,e,ord (BH I Pl X.XXV • 

I ,g I 30). 

\\h,lc refer,:nce tna) be mJd,: to tlus cl, s of de or~ted" ,II It ,s n t tl1c 1111,-nt,on ,o ,!iswss 11 

dt'tad the de, clopmcnts or c ntc1111 here m "' w of ,u n n b1ogrnrh1c ,I danlf1cat1on 

,.; 
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e 2 MARSH SCENES 

8 2 1 F'C:HJNG sen.Es 

When H 1rpur <let,1ils rr.arsh p, r ,11 depicted m Old Kmgd ,,n tombs, 1he l1r,u t1, enty-three 

marsh sc r,e, "r,ich she says lorrn .1 r,•p,.rtory, .•ltf.ough no one tomb encompasses every one of 

th,: sub,.,cts ( i !)'l7 I i6) Or th,. lint s" of the~c, fol11ng, fo,, ling, ~a nous composites of these, 

P'P} rns pulling" an~ the plt'asure cruise ,,rr g1n:11 priority Tiu.- fi•h111;;-fowl111g comb1nat1ons 
,,ccupy the f1nt four places and 

she expl.1111s this by suggesting th.n a "main seen 

encompassir.g all or some of the first m;, w;i, use<J as a ' ·,,I point A selection of the ot hers, i.e. 

hrppopotamus hunt, h.1nd nt>ttrn;;, act1v1t1l's involved ,r. the gutting and carrying of fish, papyrus 

gatherers, mat makers, and a variety of other acttviu~s \\'hich she feels \\'ere perhaps less 

srgn1ficant 1n r,•al life w,-r,. 11•·1·"r •o frrrnly eStilblisl11:~d .,~ the other scene types The 1mrned1ate 

and rel,•.ant q1.a•1t1on ls th.,. m1t1.1I re,ison for the 111clus1on of this type of ,1ct1vrty 1n the tombs 

Tiu~ earlrest pn,ser"ed mush scene cor.i"s from the west \\'all of a 3rd dynasty tomb at Saqqara 

( 1987 177), although tncst of the scenes sl,aring a long waterband on the same wall are lost 

Ho,vever rhe pr .. .sence of an1m,1ls legs and tr,,ces of male figures near a crocodile suggest a 

ford1ni,: scene. Outdoor pursu11, introduc.-d into tomb chapels, tended to be placed near the 

chapel entranc,: and ,mce the 31JO\'e sc.-ne 1s s.-parat.-d frorn thl' table scene and other formal 

representations of the own.-r, ;t ,01..dd possibly have been a pMt of ,·u1ous other outdoor 
purs1,ns 

The n.-,t e\'1d.-n,e of the 1nd1r\1on ot m.irsh pursuits comes from .111 early, -4th dynasty, 

fragmentary cl,,µnet scent' from the, ,1lle; temple of Snofru (2575-253 l) at Dahshur 

\Vhile thts d1ss.-rtat1on 1s not wncerned ,, 1th royal tombs or temples, the presence of this theme 

in a royal context 1mmed1ately raises the q11e~t1on of the dependence of the pnvatt' tomb murals 

on the murals 1n the roy ,I fun.-rary .1nd temple buddings and whether the private versions 

co1:ta111ed ritual C()n11otlt1ons Harpur ,s ,,,ncise on this po111t, rn,1111ta1n1ng that 1n the absence of 

food acqu1s1t1on scent's be111g presen· •d 1n the, alley temple of Snofru, rt must be conceded that 

th!' c-hpnet scene coulJ L.- part of a rn,, I 1nth .1 ct1ffor,mt come,t from its •eem1ngly daily life 

setting 1n pn,atc 1.hapei~· H,,wt'l<"r, th,• fr,,gments ,ire not m s1t11 nor ue there ,1nv intact 

parallel, 1n ,1ny other mortu,1ry or vallev t~mple d,111116 to the Old Kingdom ( l 080 I 77 .515 Fig 

167"" fig 131) Incomplete as thcs1· fragm,-nts are, howc,t'r, th"v do sh,;,w th,1t the cl,1pnet 

1,·as hexagonal 111 shape, frlled wrth grollps <-'f s1vnnr111ng b,rds, and nm,·.-rs, ano s1rnilJr to those 

Hl ,.,ter ch.,pds ( l ~l(l(\ 177, .is I F,g 7ft) 

It ,s perh.1ps ,lppro~•ri ,tt• al :h,s p,1111: I c, 1111111.: 11,,. ,iep,•11dcn,·v of tht:mes ~nd SC<"nt.>s 111 

f"rl\Jt~ 101111" t,,mh ch.,r.ds t ro, i:: rr l temples I hrpm, d1s,11Ht•> the stud, bv Brinks of 

Old Kin~dum and l.1rgt: 1111st,1! as Hl \\ J,._1, It.' c,>n':'.lrt'S rnultr•roomed c!1.1pels of .5th and 6th 

hi 

J 
! 
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s ,_.~ present J 1st a t ev \\ e•e 1n 

a temp · H ·, ,,.. I- 1,r r~p nds t th bv p nt ng out :hat Brinks as pwnar I,· concerned 

, th arch tee• re th.u Olci Kmgdom t Moles arc too badly damaged to ,,arrant certJin 

du 10 s as t tre r g•: al pat:ern of s ene onen:at,"", and ays tha: rn.,ny subiects in pn\'ate 

mbs do not occur n temples· ( I oS •J 

Fig I JI I-ta, ira·11:s of t'urly ,1,,;-•tt: • •re 
/ro,n wile:, C•••nple oj S110/rn Dc1h,lwr 

Quite ~pa;. from t~ .. s If one exam,ne~ the reasons for the 1ndus10n of certain themes such as the 

marsh clapnet rr a roval con•e,t, one rn,at bear in mind thJt the temple an.:! its ritual was the 

prerogative of the king and priests Rrtual ,ertainrng to monarch1al obl1gmons towards the deity 

,, ould 1n no ,--ay l:e perm1ss1b!e "1thin a private tomb, and since until the end of the O ld 

Kmgd~rn the tomb nelf "as only perm,mble by aµpro,·al ct the rnonuch, th<'re can l:e little 

doubt that .rn,; s11n1lu theme preser,; 1n the cause" ay or e:i:nnce to • temple could only have 

been copied in a pn,atc t.:!mb on an artistic bas1; Jr,d in a s.-cu!ar contc:.·; 

':'hat in time this pa,:1c1lar scer;c: did cecome ritually oner,tated 1s confirmed by the stylised 

cbpnct scene from the great hvpo~tylcc, hJII at Karnak where lloru.s, K.h11111n and Ramcsses II 

(19th Dynasty I :!90-1 :!24), Opt'Ute a fowler's clap-net in order to contarn ·un-rule", in a simple 

allegory from natur• hhe-re the waldfo"l •erresent disorder (Kemp I!)~! 49 F1~ 15(e,cerp·) ~ 

Fig I J.?) 

,,. 
. . ~ 
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F,g 132 !tm,t.'Sit!I an! lei• f'$ co,itrolill g I, o,.f, • 
111 al!.g rv { u·,1 .. r u-l, n,ghr 111 cl.i, 11e1 

Unforti.:nately :he;e 1s a :er.ccnc•, :o at::,bu:e tbs 3d.t,tallcri oi the themf' to such scenes in 

general, w1:hou: re:e·encc to :he reriod in wh1<"h the} de,e oped The Old Kingdom and e&rl} 

l\hdd!c K.tn~dom t ~bs sho\, -:o such use of :he theme nor has any Old Kingdom :.-mple re!.ef 

l;, ~n fou::d l;i ·· h:c!-, :!-.c d.1;:nt: .: 2s::,c:.1:e:: •,,·1:h de::.cs 

Harpur reccgn1ses the recrcauona! aspect of tpear f,shmg and fowling be,ng 1mp!1d tn reliefs 

d.i:ing from the !ate 5th dynasty onwards family membc.s being dep1c:ed m-:irc act1ve!v 

ln\"Olved. and e,en accompan.d bv t~.e1r pets (1987 181 Note 131) 

It ,,·as the 5th dynut:· sun tl.'mp!c of :-.:euserre (2416-2392), ho1,·ever, that provided a 1qde 

Hne:v of outdoor sc~nes a::ho1..i:h only s,, m.1r1h rursu1t scenes from this group have parallels 

tn pm ,,:e chapels Smee these have no eJ•l e• parall.-ls 1: 1s not 1mrrobable that these private 

tomb murals .,,,.re based 011 m:.ir.,ls m the Seuons room of the :,.!.-merre sun temple \Vith 

artists emanating from the rc:yal schools, ,: 1s nc\ surpnsmg :hat, after the re,gn cf Neuserre, 

there 1s to be found an mcre3se 1n the number oi torim con• am:ng mJrsh scenes 

The anrn crs to the ready 1ndus1c:'l of such scenes of fishing and fow!mg m prl\ate t 1rnbs arc 

P')SS1bly founJ m the clapnct seen.-, one of four, m the 4th dynastv tomb of Nfr-ma' t and ltt at 

Ma1dum It occupies a lintel o•, er .i niche and sho1,·s a s1mpl<· clapn<!t design of a hauler, the net, 

sc•me bearers and thf' rcclp1.-nt the tomb O\\ ner's ,, 1f,e Th,s seen<!, "nh v.irious Jdd1t:ons, can 

153 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



8 2 2 W1L0FOW1. •~o 

It IS U~UI t phrll C fis ,n , d r ' I th.o\ • n fJ • t f .. c 

pre eden e ovu the fishin n ' m t ii st of mar '.', 

1u cs of dev .. opmcnt appear throughout :he rcp;-rt •c f mus s c· cs fa bcucrs tc1ture 

thirteenth en th• 11t of twcnt three manh pvr u ts of Har r ar d • \, mg " o Iv su.,cne-lc 

by spur fohlng. m the urnc Ii : Wild and dome t atcd f wls have h &h pr r t n the f c! 

oficnngs m ra • c•c apart from the fr""'Llm f1Jpp ng b rds he d bv t c c 'ks p C\ f 
f t e ofrc• n& tab e, In t e mu t F:C 

n t e thcr 

.. 

F,g I J.J F, i.-:e f pi1111r,•,l g,,,.,., 
I 0 111!, / ':-J/r•111.1 I 01 / /11, \l,11 /,,,., 

1 S•l 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



8 2 3 FISl-'ING 

Be• re the 

ourposc 

Br Wfi and Fr edman 

Heter u 

fam us F• •te (/ 1g JJ 

21 

u ~t pre erv ! 

f pa t g ' be V \\IUt 

An la-i wl fie •he 

e C s e I a cal point It 

·nes fr m that time 

m a uat b rd an an mal l,fe re hed far 

t t ca .:u• n f them ~r for a ncultural 

read y r ( d \, as almost ceruanl\ f,sh 

t e m st - !:ra·ed r1 h her lyph IS a ca~f1sh 

ht I JS us d t 1-r tc t e n.ime of ~:arme• on the 

©) 
@ 

fig I J I/,, 1 l-r.i, h,, L J • .,, r. l 
11 1h,,, N m-, , ; 1/ rt 

A catfish appears ai:1,n on a I st dvnu;v \,.:,oc!en pl 1que recoq~red lrom Saqqara, "h,ch shows 

five people walking towuds Kmg Die: (19 <l 11 fig I I • Fig 1 Jo) 

Ass,c1ated with ,-,ha t 1s bel,e"!'d to be humJn sac•,fic,, ( op register lo,\'cr right), Bre,, er ,nd 

fncdman suggest this 1s e!ther a funeral or a Scd fest.-al, here the king ,s m•gteall) rciuvenned 

This procernon sho\\s a lighted braz:er, stJtue, a catfoh • 61rd and a spear It is also suggested 

that this ts a procesi10n of royil ance:1tors, or that 11 hu an association ,,·,th royal spear foh•ng, 

proof of \lnlit~ and the ability to master chaos In an unplundcrcd tcm6 of the :?n•1 dynasty at 

Saqrpra, a meal laid out on plate~ next :o :he burial pit mc,uded a f;sh cleaned ,1r.d dreucd ,, 1th 

the hc.,d removed Ho,,e\er, Ir m the early d\narnc periods •1nt1l the end of tl,c dvnastic erJ 

. . - ·.. . " ,.11.Jt 
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Im wledge oi 'i o=t f11hmg s enes a und In the tomb ,nd the ut1sts appear to h,He had a g 

the fish and t~hm techniques From the tomb murals •II the t•,pes of fah no,, c-~tht l,1 the 

r ,le •re rci:oin1sable and the ~anous mc:hods of catc:h,ng fish are al g Hn in som<e dt'ta1I 

However, tncre would s<ecm :o be • good c~ • for su ~testing that ,, h ,e artisu turned out 

numbers of dr~wmgs accurate n themselves, the ad..ipt~t, n and 1., .. of such drJ\\tngs ,,·as not 

n,eccsunly correct The techmques used in catching or spe 1ttng the hsh d-, not i1!ways 

correspond ,,·1th t!1e conru:,ons prev,,hng an,-! such 1d1os~ ncr,s,es JS deep" atl!r fish bcmg ca ugh, 

in shall..,"· "•ter r.c::s is 1u•t ont' l!Xarni:l~ Thts ,,ould confirm that much of the material 

introduced into •he :ombs ,,.s a,aal1blc on ~ general basis, the uch1tect adapt1rg nd using 1t, as 

required 

That thert' was at some time and part1~11IMh0 in somie places, a taboo on the eating of fish among 

the Egypuan hierarchy sel!ms to be reflected 1n its absence In their tomb murals ~lemph1s 

probably hd 1 taboo 1n regard to the eating vf fish, but in cont rast to this at least t,,·o ~pec1es of 

mullet were Jt one time ,enerated at Elephantine Pr~v1nc1al nc-bles however, do not seem to 

h.we ob,ect<ed to fish n a funeral offering and in the 1'.hddl..: Kmgd"m ev,en coffin te,ts confirm 

the accepta11cc offish as •ppropn.1te to foc-d ,nth,. after life (Bre\\cr ;nd Fncdm•n 1989 IS) 

\Ve kno" thst tish "ere dried, And uset' ',v mHsh ,,·o,kcrs rnd 1t is suggest~d that the large 

f1sh111g scene$ m th'" Old Nl"lgJ-,m tombs were thl"re an or.le, to pro, id<" fo,,d for the scrv,nts 
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t " 

r r, 

r:rt nLcn 

rra:fod f; r other 

r ~ t , ry label on II h1ch King Den Is 

ahu th d) n~sty, t sho,, n on a bna• 

tt-1.I that ti e "Ater hits been 

t-S mt ti r. ·1 l,uc-,1 Clite en ,.i:h tht' list, 

The l.11tcs \\ould norm.,lly bt" found 

,, h le the Ttl 1p1J "o ,Id be more prol1f1c n 

at r t p r 11 extend d be)ond tl,e royal d main 

the unitv f ti t11 k ngdom!. {11'1 'l 2-l) It c~n only be 

fre d f , 1 1t r \Al tnt<'rprct.t n the mo111 retained Its typical 

t al ,er: ne \\ I 1t I st,11 ha, c rcprc\ented the 

h mht-. ent tn the mars ,. ind ,.,. C' nnct kno1, tlus and It ,s 
rn re tha l1~ch ti t 111 time 1qt 

c nn tat, n In ffll a It s I ird) 
r fJnt V memberg It I JI '" original 

r Iman t rnb O\\ n r "ould be sho,, n 
u 111n ,er Eg1pt Brt-1\c• ~ I Friedman c n mer.: that them, t,t \\as a<l.tpted bv 

the nobles - .. d dra1 ittent1 n to the 11111 r , r tc cl t'ung m 11. 1 ni; Jt•1,dlcr1: the , •11011,al 
~1lse bc-,rd and tie r,J •I ,h,m l,1 k Ir 

In time the fish u s
1
,o"n speared ar, I hrld dUO,c the 1,ntt-r and b} the Ne\\ Kingdc•m the 

r l1t1cal rnt'!s~e~ b ~om<"s sup rseded bv a rcl,g,om oue 11,c utes 1s n01, replaced by ,1 T1lap1.1, 

th• la•• r arn mg 11 ; n ~n auo tlt n <-I tert1lin 1nd rl'b,rth T:us ,, ould suggt-st th.11 the 

011g11,al 1 1al a11 li 1• n h d n I cont, " d lll'o :he pm,n..- tomh rn.1l..1ng the ,11.i.1pa11on from• 

re re 1tlo11nl :o a re' s Int r- re:at r Ir. 71.,s 1s I p rt1 ulMI) g od e\Jmple of the nr.-.J 
to a se s these m irAI ,,,:ht their O\\n ,.,u 

Harpur 1, ho det.i1ls ()JJ K1ngdo111 nt>r h s cnes fro, 1 tlu• rn,,stal 1> of th,• nobles gh·es ., 3r.l 

d\na :v dJtong for a JX)rto n ol a tordmi, seer e png· 35'1) 111d ~ cert~,n riur:iber of marsh 

~cencs appcH in the ~ti, 41\111 tv, bu• tar tl;e grc,11, r n11111lw,r a11 e1r 111 the Sth .ind oth 
U}n,1st1es 

. - ' '\. r O • , • O I • O ·,, . (.'::, . 
·• • ~- . I ' < • 
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. I 

8 3 AGRJCUL. iUl~J\L SCEN[-'.S 

' on th 1\.1'1 11,r ultur,.J ,~,.11 s, 

t J \ \\ rr Jc, rly rc·1 rL."> riteJ 111 3rd 

t rr1r:i ireJ in bte -Ith dyr\;isty rock-ch,,pds Jt 

f th J,,rr dtual ~,en•s 

he prq Jrat on of l,•nd 111111.111) 1nvolvt•d the 

rnd/vr mm,! tre.1d111g $Cquence Huvc\ting included 

the r 1p1ng the bu in , tvrng f tl.c 1ht: •.c, thre511!11g, \, 11 now1ng and the f111,,I stor~ge and 

re 1J ng t ~ ,,nu The dq lctr n of a\ 1rict\ of 1, rk,ng m,·tl11>.ls, nnd clotlung used bv the 

wor~cn 11g;:,sts th,,t rherc "·' • frecdo1T1 to prc~<'n! th,. mot,fs a, an actuality rathe-r than a 

t re t ped a tr '1 In I Vt"j,J C'ltA111 s,crics and theme, d1J b...-comc ,tereotyped but in v,e" 

ofth, long peri.:id O\cr l\l1tch rr,.,, "''I!' reprod.,,cd ~nd re work,-d th,, 11,,uld m .1ny case ha\e 
bt me 1n.-v1ta1 le 

': I k I' • I, • • • II t l • ,. I., 
' ril 11 , ,1, \" rt- mclude l 111 order t,, augml!'nt the 

oftcr,ng , ti, g,. r & ! r:r v, r > l,,, 0 I 'Iµ nee! U\ rhe gr01, 111g and pro e:rn,g thr-reot The 

r,termon of the sp,,e ... ail, le an l t 1e n•c,l 10 fill 1t, <'ncouriged the .irt1st to ,·,panel Im 

rli"p rt 1r,. in ii e µrt' ,rntat1on r 11,.- deni<'r ts I\ 1t rn1 a :licm,. "·halt: ret.11n111g tht• basic theme 

itself f11rl) r,gtd c:01nc-nt1om app•,,r t.i ltnc required th,. t1>rno .:>1vn,·r to app.-ar 1n ~ d,gn,f,ed 

stance at all I mes No such restrict,011 se ms to h.wt!' ,1ppl,ed t,1 h,s , ,tn,1us serl'ants, ho1vever 

and the e rigt1res read,ly l('lll th,·m1elves lo a,l.,ptat,on 

Ar11m.1I h11~b.mdl\· tls.J ~,cornp1n1ed th.- ~gr, ultural su~nes, wht're all the an1111o1ls from tht bulls 

ro the donkeys p,·dorm some subm!r~r\' 1Ct r!'l~tl\-'! to the "orkers :\II are accounted for as 

pos,ess,Jm ol rli .. n .. 1H.-r part,cul.,rlv sv in tire s,ent:s 1, l11ch d.-p,ct large nurnbt!'rs of c-attlc and 

otht>r beJsts unol, d 111 the rcc rd111g ot n11mb.:rs There ue no scenes"' herds of canle 1n their 

n 1tural em 1ronr11ent dher th,rn elm ir:g or ford,ng sr.-nes wl11c-h str1, th spe.1l..ing bel..,ng to the 

m.,rsh seen<' C,itcgor\ 1 he .1\'.:cc11t 1s ~nt1rel;- on profit.16d1tr HJ on,. form or anoth,,r \\'1th the 

occ.1s,onal n,,tur,11 ge~ture ,,r bt'h.l\tour ptttl.'rn tdded by the .Hilst 

Thl',e herds art' not to be rnnfu,c•d 111th · he c,1ttk• prl'scnted for sacr1ftct• ,n th.- m.1m ofirr '.!, 

\<enes, u\11.1lh ,H the b :ton, ,,f the \1all \\licrt" there.,,, .. 1lso s-<"nr5 ofbutchenng Ti,e c ttle 

1, hid the "" 11er I n des- rrbed .,~ ·"·,u~h rfor111 ,,n e11t1relr ci1ffri •ant funu,on 

In the :-.Iicldle K111gdon f,glning h111l, .tr<! f,cquenth· 111dudd 111d thes<' 1,dl b<! discussed ,1s they 

app•'Jr ,n the rn11rals unc-ler r,e\le1, 

' . , 

- ' ' ~ . . 

J 
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n •he 

r 1I m 

nc cl c t 

f rm f 

led t 

m s ,i,1 h grc1, 

r \UAI 

c,.prcned or 1llu•:r~ted 

s e the- pric,ts 1n 

cne, su h a• :h se n 

I c I th d\nast\ t b Pcr!lc er and thers at \khc·atc- in,o, n m narch I J co ,rt,crs, 

a•cno,,hcrct.:,bcf ... nd De roches,',obc ourt J063 ).:14 Fg I l-15 F1 2 • lit 137138) • 
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Tc,: 11 re< r t\ t put1<1; ir, fr th,. ,\\ dd,c Km d m of arpomtmcnu ntl positions 

6
rantcd to the 0" ners ot t ml: ut theses est ,cf ai;grand scmcnt rJ:hC"r th~n J ,u:cmcnt o! 

sen 1tude Tlic pr ,ue t mb o\, ner hmuelf secured u:r, •~e m the eternal future b, the mch,s1on 

o, numbers f sh ta f urcs t ,c an,"c rs to b n a' 1~ ase f need The monarch aput 

mb a!'ld a :1 g u nterrne<l1Jr) ,, 1th tie den 1s not 11 ,m other ,, ,1\C 

\ \ hale tl.e r \JI k1r and 0ff1 1Jls f thr court nia, I ;\e e\l tt'd t:> tAc up tht'11 11\CS ind 

continue scr,in;; •nc mor J~ h u bcforc, 1h.- murals m 110 ,,J, dcp1~t 1h1 sr.1 urnc• t and'" h 

mdica11-.,ns ot a tut,.1rc I tt' JS, .. : h,,c ,ar) grcJtl, tr n n f~rm of so
1,r e,1~·cnce t:> lire m tiw 

i,Jys1ar f1el ' 

r<.cn p savs tha: ., h,:~ trc "m t the Jrt s: "a• to render tic c cmcnn f h" p1 tmcs uu1ht11lh 

the sub1c t 111,lltt'r sl \\Cd rca t\ uni) ,sit .m frames ot reference :akcn from a ,orld ot m\\h 

,md ideals Ton b Jrt crcJted 1ecncs n ~ r s1r.1, , "crld o banquets "1th fr ..:nds, of hunt mg 

IGO 
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d I<. 

.in c r the dccca•cd t , 

see,n t q JD fv 

,cd a .:ha gc n p 

Jted n th1 ate0 or:, and u t wn hie " u l n t 

ct 1c wa• 'lung ind .,.c,k1h p s c:·,cs c ur 1t 1s nc c~~.uy to 

, ... \C er th" tom! m 1r1 " nc .. rncd 

8.5 WORKING AND WORKSHOP SCENES 

8 5 1 ACTIVITIES ANO OBJECTS OTHER THAN OFFERINGS 

llu!tr.1t1 ,soi a~·~· c\ fal 1r.g II n·• thcr t'1c mllah ncr •~ncc.'t iral at.-goncs ~ r"" n the 4th 

dynntv tomb or 1,•1~•r :>.!ere ankh !l "te f Khcphren (:5'.: -~~o.,, H G,n "·hc:c \cr,a•1ts 

arc ,ho" n making - .-d ,, 1th nuttrcss b•d clothe, mll hc,c!r,est Ac 1rrvmg chair ,s aho \ho,, n 

in rci,ef 1n this :omo, 3gain re c1,11,,. attcnt,-.r. f:om t" o ct the Qt.ee1, s ,,.rH,nts K1llcn ! 9°➔ 3: 

F:gs 38,3 • /'1i; I 30 J tO) 

rig fJO R.d c,11111py m,I 
beJ,,r1.1ken Tomb o] 
Q1w<1" .'-kre, 111kh II/ 
./th ,ly11,1SIV G1:.1 

Fig I 40 C.irryi11g ,liuir 
Tomb of Q11c<111 ,\lt!rc,,111kh II I 
41/t ,/\11,tHv Gi:..i 

These 1llustrat1or.s aro! of part1cul.,r irner~t since s1m1lar turmturc and a chair were found 111 the 

tomb of Queen Hetepheres wife of Snofru (25 iS-2551) and mother of Khufu (25 51-2528) 

( 1994 30 Fig 37) The practice of providing artifacts, furniture and dornest1c items for the use 
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In t me works p s 

d~nut t wu s al t 

lien poinis to• 

Jrpe11ter 

Ir. ti 

c t eu "Ip C$ f I I , 1,.111 f 

a, p abl 1 1r.g but n t ne es Ir\ f r the 

ft r"perto1re of the tomb art t a d by •h,. 5th 

t.es perf rn ed as ~rt of the normal cb1ly I fe 

h mllnv f th~se, .-nes a, c present , h as 

f , ru ~ IS sh wn a hc3drest of t C ' uted 

ten een runc.1-f mshm the I d 

een ~c• .. pher~ '\ ,., 

an t er " •'-

d. 

ft /41 /42 

(, 

ti 
SJ, d~ 

at Ir them ,,e ar 

d I • 3 > .," F gs 4 .-11 

-­.. .. 

J~;u .er •ttJ,ug .. L \ 

,l•ot1 if, '1'1"',i 

162 

Fig I -1:? C.1rp,·11rer i,.,rlw,g ,,,,ch 

.i bou,..lrill Sr/1 J.\~1.1.>ry tomb 

of T, S 1 1-1 "•' 
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a 

i I 

. d th H, " 

e 

asc f 

V p , al -s the 

\\ar<U the end of th.- 5:h d,nuty f not 

"here the old concc.-pt of susten•n e 1s 

er o~ ~ me s ·• f aftC'rlafe an 

re ' ad the t mb and Ill nn elys13n 

d 

bi..t wh ,. 0,111s h,nnelf, 

t tcrnl1tv It "ms pr b v the m ~t effeet1\ e 

~ rn1At1on a• to ,, h•t th,t Os1rlan re b rth 

,ed '"\ tcncc at :er 

8 5 2 THE WORKSHOP MURALS 

Perl ps one ,ahd CXf 1ana·1on for the d1'crs :) of themes lies m closer scrutiny of the "orkshop 

murals 

l:iak1r-g bre" mg but h"r) ( ti er than tie s.i 11fac1.1l act) can be cat,.gomed u food-s,ntt!nance 

themes Spnr n a d \H~a\11 g (prcp•ra•1on of the lmen tor the d,'C'eased) shrine brnlclmg. the 

urne-. !I c 1, • nr.J the JO ,rne\s to Ab1dos ar d £i11s1rn, all of" Inch 

r : r 101 "~Y uc so clan tied 

I, re 11 , r ,.,ri · tic I!\\ ,11 d c II clw,100 of pnei.tl, .,c1111t1c,, 111 rdH1cn to the 

r• bal'l1rr.g 
I 
u• • n .nd cremng of ti" mouth cer~mon,es, mmt 111 fdll und<r the category 

ot prcpuM1on • r r rt1 11 Ml m the IUnC'rJI r,tes thernsC'hcs It as a C'ornro,-,rs1al pcmt J\ to 

"hethcr th bcare• or the o lenngs re themsehcs 11,te11Jed to ~resent these m th-, .,fter-hfe 

Tl e ottering\" he pre ts, bc:1ore the st•tue of tlw d..-ce.ued ~t the fahc door 

.rnd the I ,ruk11 u, : ., actions ot th,. L·, "1th1n the tomb Tciethcr "1th 

toocl ahb.,ster and l,nen ppc>r t ha,c b.-en nmong the !!Mlre\t req·11s1Ces, althout:h "h.:ther 

these are hfc-:rni- r r•11 g r f r erar1 necem:1es as 1101 cle.1r Ne,erthel,-ss the 111clu~1011 of 
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rf1$l' and sa\ • ,, 

I ,mb uu/1 1 \\ I 

the 

\\'lull', 11 e ,, rhh I ~ I ,11 l'1 It b, 

tl,c d .. en~ 

1 1\ then srl,e, 6.- 10t"d "'~d rl'J rl'11"J1lat1 ns 

tlam•hlr) rnJ h at<!'d \\ atrr J um~, \\Ith thC" 

on • l>oat r ,,., ""'"'''"""' •/ tlw 1m1111n cm th 

"n a~ a st;itu,. ha I t ull,,e In 1he 1;,me "a\ 

1111 ncce ,an, hnu ll ta•en pl,ce 

man ,fa turc of,,. "·llen ar I fur, rtur in tht' main th, .. ob,ects sull conunued 10 be mkrrC"tl 

\\Ith th,- rJlH me! sh rt c! ti t mb l><"1n robbed ,,01,ld not nred tt'~ la f'lltr111 ,is "ould th,· 

f od lromc;,II, 11 \\,H the .-n I ,u,e- ot , .. ]u;abl,• ob1ecu \\ ,thin the tomb an,! tht' 111<1111rn\ 

band, ~ that '"""t•hl) 1 .. d to th" plunder of the tomb AnJ 111\lte,J da1rnc11on of the l>o.-h 

m;,ller theme~ ,u h AS 1ghtmg bo,tmt'f1 f•~htu,g l,11II,, 1111!1IM) rnb1t-cts, etc sornt' pr•·•••nt in 

the Old Kmgd m ti ca \\111 I 111aie ti u 11n-.e1ranre 111 th,• /\:111,11.• K1:ii:;d.:i111, luw not II<', n 

d,sc1,ssetl Ill this cl •pte n \\ I, h r \ ti e mam trt'nd and '" OM hJ, e Ix en 111dud,•d Th,') 

"111 ho,\l"H'r be dis uut"d t , 11 e leng1h ,d,en I hey J pear 011 the "alls o l the tomb$ under 

rc\le\\ (Seef,n11,uslll I l 1111 \\Rt,Jllll INf-.lO~',rlll 11 \',fl'\lt\11 1111.\11 ') 

lo-'1 
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8 6 TOMB .~ DE-

8 

A•.o ART FA r 

f flu II 

• pa•aci.. of I 

7, :;,; ) 1 he r('pr d 1 t n of rr. dels ~r. \, 1 g c•ttle brt edm bread and beer ma~ 1r. spmnm 

and \\ ea, ng including the c n t,,.ct n of the loom and a , ~n;ot\ of 

arpcntea h p, • 

up :1 ns m the 

\n 111 rcs111• 

h. ,c bc-cr mad 11o chenat1 n f \\'m 

l fterc1 t \\ rhl ! 

That some such m 

: mus IS aim S' e . 

plunder.-d 

F.a , rcr 

'.l 1r ,nd D.- r el B.-n J 

t '"'I "ere ,. d , f r d 11 a tonb \,h1ch h.,c! been 

On a sloµc bclo\\ the tombs f the 8 m HAsan nomarchs "•• a uc<r po:1s, c:01.tdulm- ., IMge 

uurnber of srr.:ill t It' Gars:Jng m lCl 2--l exca,~tcd:. 0 of these ·m,!mg ~ ,ar,tt\ o, .bJt"Cts 

mclu,imi; a sm:ill am 1rt f furr. •1ue Int mb 3€o be1 C\ed to be e1rh· \~th d)rHH}, lie 

found a m 1 .. 1 pa r ted ,, .1 AnJ I . shm, mg tie •• rtfact>l ~tiling ol an c,x Bourriau 

beh.:.,es t 1: tht. n de r re nts b : ar 11\at "I h ma, le endlc· Iv rere~ted 111 the No!xt 

1 ll5 
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I ,g 143 \I d I { 
lt'rl!rmr t.wgi,re,111 
,m .ool.: 111g a,1 x 
Rem Ha.a,, 1omb 'oo 

8 2 FU' PARY COMPONENTS THE PRAC I ICAL REALITY 

mar; more , !,ddle King 1 rn ccm~ c• es than :oJ\\fiS or 

1tci; r c Imes: anv obi t found ,n t. cs~ tombs as 

u • t t \\ h,lc n auy i tic ob cc:s tound m the :ornbs "ere 

t ere ,e,,astcd all o, • Egvpt "orkshop, spec1almng m nuki 1g 

s c sa) cv c!enc• th•: con:r~ctors b•11lt tombs t'JI bloc, selling tic 

cc11 tie 11th nnd th' 13th dvnastrcs a wide ,u,cty of loc,1 styles 

"u probably a lack of thco!og1c.,I d~pth or e en 

E pt11ns Dnd the fa t tlut .u~·om took precedence o, c, ,ell1tv 

an pr n, ,, re pan r the f mcrarv OOJ<'Cts Ill'• •r d 
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f 

l a, th rem \a, o' mt•rnal rg ; s lnd 

ha bee"l fo11no S ich ,nur ;n.c , pans 

~1te w -c- rr ·r · ~htl} wr"pped n la, r after laver of ! .~en Tl 1~ 

cted b) J f1,ncr ry mask •mde of a!tern H1116 layer·, or plJs:er and lincn 

an idea. cd , ers n f the human face and placed d:rect!v over ti-,.,. l1ead 

h 2 mask, son,e" h t ...tM3ged and \, 11!, only par: .:if the 1, 16 remamu,., ., ,1$ 

b :Z-5 •t B ·• Hasan (19S<; 89 F•,g 60 1-o: I 15) 

F,K 145 .\/.;_,k of 
ch,1 St,:u,urJ Th.,_v 
To,nb 275 Bl!l,i H.t.i,m 
I I rli J_v,1.J.1 ry, 

The cofr,·1 ot ., ,, om.,n from tcrnb ':l' (: 9.:iS SS F16 GS) 1s of inurest ra,rly p:a,,1ly decorated ,t 

1s •ns~nb,•d on the lid and I, n, s,d,·s f.,r a woman name-:! Senu,tef, yet bears the name 

>\.rth Jtepe~ on the h.,ld .nd l t ~nds Tr:e names 1h01, ,~o sign of alteration, J;;a\'lng one to 

assum!! that thcre" ,s Of'I} <'•,~ c· rer so the a.sumrt1on m1,n te either that the owner h.1d t1,o 

:iam<!S or as Bo irr 1u ,ugg,·sts :he :ndert 1kl"r, busy assembling a number of coff:ns at the same 

time, ._, rcr g!y ass.:-rnbl.-d the comr..,nc.1t part, of ti,o coffins Boumau comments "unde .akers 

arn~ •. mts 1, t're alm,st e.•t 11nlv un.tl,;,, t r•.~,:r Th name Scnu,tef ;tself occurs un the ,;,~ff,n in 

• var1et~ ,cr•1cr., wn'I ni..:ro~1yph~ trJr,,posed or 0111.tted, to accord ,,.th balance or sp.1ce, or 

•imply thrm,gh cardess:,~~< .:ornhned ,, 1th 1ir,onnc" That this ind,ffe.rent and incorrect work 

"ould h,11 c:, b.-cn II c:cped b, th~ pur ti-1e·s , c.'uld ,, ~gest th~t the family personnel responsible 

f-.r the interment \\'ere uls.i ,!',,er ,te 

It ' 

. ' . . \ ' . . . ' ' . 
I .- . • ' . \ I \, • 

., I .~ ,,_ • t .. I ' f • 
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I 

~ 
I 

\ t n d r , trratc " r the 

t, .. ~ rr re 

F tno1, 

HJrpor rrf, I'\ t I\: 1 m th,· tempi s al K.lrnak E.tfu and fan3 "here the cl.1pr" t 

h3s ntu;il 1gmh~..1 Th<' nh p..trts of th, IJpnct prc-sc rvt'tl tn 01.t Kmgd m tcmplrs 1, the trJp with 

C;irl,mr(l95. 1·G-,H7)J rsn tlutth r, a.ah,crq,lvph 

1 hr. b, knt wa, u th •hcaJ,.d, un ;;itrrall~ Nrb<. I <pur 

• Thi' app<,1rJncc l ~khenJtrn and Nrfrrt1 at thr "Gr,at St~tc \\'m,low· '~·"• a, r-r,11ng l-> lkro lws• 

Nobk.ourt, ••rr,111:ntl\ uh, n 11<~1 mn 1;,11 n (1963 141) 

! l),1a,h ,,1 th,~ Im I hJ\c bnn Ir,, n Ir m •h, ""'k' o l ,,thcr 3ttlhM5, Ga~1.1ng's /11,11,1/ Cu.11,111" of 

• \,tCh'III /;,,_'V/ r Ix in~ un, btJ 113bl, 

16 
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CHAPTER 9 

PREDECESSORS OF THE BENI HASAN TOMBS 

1m1 { a11\ thrng "'lu.il: · 1111/ •• , 

11 11111/i / f /,. lellt'i • rlr 11 1'\<:.1 

,r , 1111• ,0cd , .z laug cme if one 
; r, bur ho•t ,1•1 l ef;,.,t,ll,1 1f by u ,v of 

Ser eca let:er VI 

9 1 EXAMPLES AND COMPARISONS 

The onl> 1 f rr a:1 n a\~ a I I us 1r r p t of the Bena Hu. n t •nbs 1s ~ested m the tombs 

themselvt-, In r er t re• c. n ern ng th m 1t \,ould seem 10 be necessarv to 

v C\, them along e t mbs on t• 1 ted 1mmed1ately bc!orc the end ot the Old Kingdom, an 

addit,on to cxalT'p kn "n to ~ ,'lt .. mpor>r} 

prob! n but I t ,. u•e of the e late 1 :cnmtcarl 

N rmAlly ti s should prcse,,: no sre.11 

/\hcldle i(angdom tombs the period of 

m fie tual kn 

2040) le ,c r.t n lltV 

T"o ron•r }alt I lrom t-lear h,,,. been selected ,,h1 h ha,e l~en d ted 10 the periods of 

fep, I (228Q,225.,) And the lat k1ngof1he6t¼,hnuty Pepi II (2246-21~2) It \\Oulds.-em 

leg1t1m~te to compare tr Sf' tombs ,,,th: eat Brn1 Hasan since thev bdong to ~o,e•nors of 1 

nearby n me, and m th,· main r flee tie t I t n and cond,uons m \\Inch th,., ,,ere bu It It the 

end of the Old Ku gd m 

9.2 OLD KINGDOM TOMBS A1 AND A2 MEIR Nl!ANKH-PEPI, AND PEPl'ONKH (Fig 

146) 

Thr. i !an 1h \\S tie t t<1b-; ff,thcr .. nd son, N,Ankh P<"p1 th.- !il.,ck (,-\I) and Pep1O11~h ,,1th 

the 'Good Name of Hen\ thr Biz (A::) \.\ sho" n 011 the pl.on, (I rg I 40} rooms,\ iond B on 

Tomb Al form one l~rgr p l'ir d hall Tl e Ian., of d1\1S1on, ho\H\Cr ,s clearly mark.-d At the 

northern end b) n ~h It length or I arm n "all ~n,i from ti , ""~ south bv a step up and 

t"Orre~pond111g 11rch1tra e sup r:cd ' a f 

fombs b.iHt In \,ads , r ind el B r • r on ~ lcdi; of ti .e sc~rpment 

a, at Ben! Haun , ere o,crned u t r c111~t1on by their ge graf h1ral pos taon \\/Jule Ben, 

Hasan tombs ha,c ,,est facing entrances ca h of thes,• ~letr tom~ aces 1outh 

16' 

\ . ., . ,, 
I , 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



► I 

I 

/ 
( 

[ ,, 

...... 

~0'10 <.:ll~PE! I. '-0 I 
' Ml")t I H flt ~ \ 1 01-!"r I ,1r."T'll£., It • 

" l • U ti H fll, "T-'1 luf"'t 

TO\I0°CHAPCL ,1, :SO 2 

: ST.\TUF-RECESS 
J FACAOC-STEL, .... -.o OFFERl"v-T,aLt 

,- • I 5TATU£,RECtSS£S 
\J ROCCH 51"£1"' 001\" TO SERO,B 
0.: BLOCKED L'\TR ,.._CE T<' lf()RILO'.'tT~L !-ll4..~T 

0 f"ACAOE,STF.LA 
t' SIUFT' l,f \01'\G TD AOO\I II 

r., FACAOE.'STEL.A 
It CE~1E'\T J"l'\RTITfO~ 
°' !HAFTS 

FIG J4o I'I..AN OF TOMBS AI ANDA2 MEIR 
t\l Nl-'ANK/l-PEl'l A2 PEPJ'ONKH 
( )t'l'r<Jil ,i:e vf complex 26m x 22m) 

170 
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at tie cl\ ret1on of the 

I,! olt t f,nJ ,,.~ dc.:t~rm, iJt1\ e 

t 1:g + th,· \d'I 

•n d .. I < th ,Jent 1, f tlie father sec:n, cc1tam, the 1dcnt1ty of 

t c son " quotrona l,• ti e o,, 1 r of f mb :\ I ltaHng g1H:n tlue• of h,~ s,rns iJ..,ntu:al names 

N1 ·~n~ 11-P,·p• h,m c r \\dS a r1ember oi an nfluent1.,I fa-inly whom Blacio11an (M I 9) rJlls 

Pnnco of Cus,1< 1 heir lmtory 1s II rdev,1111 l1<•1e, l.,111 th• rmu 1ls 111 !heir 6th dvnaHy tombs 

are c,f p,· · c11lar mt~!<.'St I ti at 

al>yJ ll,:,nh pr,,'• <"v!tl.e:non,1rch 

(b) Trc\ , ,l>n tte­

,\1,ddle 1-:JngJo, 

t <' in• , .,t , e rntroctuct1ons to tomb mun ls "h,d "<curred 111 the 

1 lt f Jcparture for cornpdrison ,., th tf.e B.-111 Has.in 1,,mbs 

9 2 1 TITLES ANO STATUS OF N -'ANKH PEPI THE BLACK 

Ltstc-d 11 \;LIR \ : :! rC' t 1<' t 1 t ~, an~h-Pep1 th.- Bl,1d, 

Th,) t 1,ih1'<' I, I r« .,11 n, ,,. >, the utl,• I..JoH:rnnr, 111d1cated 6y the h1erogl)ph ~ty·'', 

,,hrch C.,trd11, r tr~·• I te , ~ ► rn c· or llJ)OI··, and ,'111,h 1s usual!) ,1111.lerstood to unpl> an 

1ppoH1ted tt:l, l I, .,i~o u~<5 the str,,,,~,. title, "!{,,,,/ Sup,nnlcndent of Upper Egypt" He 1s 

,1Sso,1dtt."d \\Ith t,,c ~n ,r1,1 to,,ns •• t!,e Herdsman of Nekhen and Ch•ef Nekheb1te Of 

11,t<'re\t " till' t,tle ~uf, ·11,t nd,·111 of the I \\O S"Jmps" 111 "h1d1 the h1er.;.,glyph1c 

detcnmn,lll\e t,4<> (du 1-.s l1t'.,d~ ,,t,..,,., J pud) is u~o:d t\\1<e and suggests that perhaps certam 

"Alen "er,' tlie pr,·s .. n e t tho mon..rch He also hold, ,n least s,x titles relative to priestly 

1 ti\,:,~ N,1 d" 1111t1t s ~re dq lltc,d 111 th, 111u1Jls And only 1\1111bi.1, Odri.,-Khe111t,m,•11rh1.1.1, 

l'tuh-s .. kcr dnd ,h, f" ,1 ~" I, di" ITl<!nt1011, J 

There w<!re probdbly l,i..:,gr,1ph1<,tl t..:,t), ri.," l.uge1y d1sJppeared, and the Old 1--ingdorn form of 

th<' htJ• J, "'"' formuld - ":\ bo,,n ,d11d1 the king gl'C'\. • C ),1111,, \1111!n, (Gardiner 1957 170) 
1 

PerlMpS di<· n•ost 111d1,Atl\e of ,11 mies ,s contained 111 the inscnpt1on on tht' ,.rest t 1 

the door"•Y \\here N1-anl-.h•Pep1 is sho\\n leanmg on 3 staff He has~ pendulous• 

~s~ of 

,h,ch 

1\ desc11l>ed as 0 11ldt~e,ll, ),.111111111<' 111 d.JrA,kr (1'1EIR V iJ n,1 l • , .. ~ ,n, 1 ,;< [\...overn]or, 

3upenntendent of Lrpp"r E,nrt, [lr.,surerj , tr,~ 1,11,g ~r ' \ er Egypt, • . Herc he 

J,~1101,ledges both I l'P•'r .,o1d Lo,_.. f 6)p ,.,t ,1t th,• ~.11m• rn,.,,, ab.J\e his head N1•Jnkh-Pep1 

171 
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<L 
J 

d n t the n 

f·l I -1 ;- .\Ji- i,111klt-I'..,r1 
,\',une ,mclo,eJ m cJ 

c 1r1ou,:/ie Tomb,·\ I ,\1e,r. 
D0t1ru•.i_v \Ve,c cliic-k11ef> 

Ni !ankh-Pl"pt ts again sho" n w,gless, •,, 1:h a ;:-r:>trnding sDrnach and pendulous bre,st on one, of 

three p1IIMs of the part,:,"n "a I-;~ s por;•aved in the conventional m,rnner on the other t\\ o 

columns (:,..IElR \' Pl Vlj From one ; d.es<! ,,·e leJrn th,,t he had a s.-cond name, · :--.lenre· also 

shown enclosed m a cartouche Th~re are various other instances of Pepi's nam" be1r,g eiidosed 

ma cartouche, ,ncludmg the \\'~t "all m Room A where t'ie stela with offering table repeats the 

cartouche-enclosed Pep, name at the bottcm of the outer hor:zontal lines of text (MEIR V Pl X) 

Such inclusions ram~ ;:rnblems JHummg th,s tomb to be 6th dynasty when a monarch was m 

power 

9.2.~ THEMATIC MURALS 

There are md1cat1ons tfu: the cons1ruct10n of dm tomb ,, ~, ~ lengthy pr.:>ct>.s, 5 with add1t1ons 

and statue! never completed Subscqut-nt damage by plunder and e·1rthq11ake was e, tensive but 

while many details are missing, Jt 1s possible from the rernammg murals to s•v with some 

certainty that they are ma111ly concerned with the pro\rnon and ;,resent,1t1on of fovd offerings 

O n the Ea~t wall an 1nsrnpt1on -:onf1rms that N1-'ankh,Pep1 is inspecting work ~ing clone in the 

watermeadows. Men are sho,, n with c!.1pnets, and also fi,hing but the generJI dep,ct1on is 

simple and fairly CNde and the d.,pnct and fishing 5'eno,s are dmded by offering motif, which 

fairly conr 'us1vely connect the mJrsh operJt1ons ,,,th the fun~rary theme 

. . ·' "" . . . . . , ~ -. , 
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Fig 14 'I .\J,u ·h ,cello!, 

l..:: •(. r t'H i ,f 5th ll:,·n.LJ :v 

Fi,; / .J9 ·1 ,,.,,;,.,I \/,•tr X,:-\11Rh-P,·p, Roo111, \ 
f L,/ Wi1/1 O/fer:11,: -~lie! ,.,,,,Ji m.ir,lt ,nr.·tif 

I' • ' ' ~ 
,-,: . .. 

:... . . . . . 

·l 
I 
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J I 

dm. 

, ll I ,s · I C' d) ~ 1gg,•~teJ 

11e of tlie c.irlier tomb 

·L ..; q hg 7o lw I.JS ~IEIR \' Pl XIII I II~ 

I I ' 

lair . 

11t1 • ed 111 the tr , 1 nl IPl: ot tl e~t pr , P' 11.11 t .... l1nbs 

A I irnber o! \, an~h Pe1 , s ,,, 1·1 r \ ma d,•psndants .,r,• 111ch,dcJ and are 11an1ed ,n the murJls, 

bu: d ear irrclet t t th " r~ ar d ;11 e, t und, r drs, uss1on '' 

9.3 TOMB A2 MEIR 

9 J 1 TITLES AND STATUS OF PEPl1ONKH WITH THE GOOD NAME OF HENY THE BLACK 

The a,, 11,·r of Tomb A2, son of· ,r a1,kh,P.-p1 rose tu grc.-atcr he,gl,ts than d,d hrs t.,ther He lists 

I ,ent> s,x ,r,d,,,duJI trtk~ ,11no11g ,duch" that of\ 1l.1<'r f le 1s a ~1,1,prn,t", but tncre 1s n.;, 

m<·m,un of ar1 la:r..-<l,tary 11tl t{ .. shares a number of trtlc~ \\1th Im fdther, but q111te a r.,,, of 

the fathe• s ml,·s no lonJ,(er .1pp,•.tr "h ~ the s◊n holds a number of ne,, t1tl.:, One gains the 

1111p1c:ss1on th.11 he 1as ,,n e,t.-ndcd houkl1dd and h,s dept>ndants hold a largtr nurnbn of 

appo1ot111,·!lls th 111 ,l d thost III Im fath<'r s homchold ft,~ \, ,f.., .ind three <om .tr<' rttt:nt1onrd. 

tl,e san1t• t, 'I 1bu o! IJ.z d) 111c'lil,c:,s a~ m I.rs fatlrcr\ tornb Heh.HI ,1 1,umb<"r of n.un.-,, ,om.!' 

, 1th tl,c aur,but tf ,. llli, ~- .itt.,d,.,.f (,\IEIR V 24) 

f•e lrdd ~ nunrbl'r ot prr,-:.tly a!-purntm<'nH 111dud111g l<,·111J.<1u, II/ ,1 l'hyl,· (of pnes•,) but n, 

m..-ntron ,, mad.: ul H"r\i{f' le .l111· r,~nrc ,lar d., 11,1t} The d1v11ut,,.., lll<"11t1,,ned ar<: 1\,mh, ancl 

CJ, ir i. l(h,•111~111, ,ith,,, .,,d ,,rium refer..-11.t•~ to "the >:real guJ' and "/,i, xoJ' ,, h,ch rt rs 

suggested may I,.,.~ ht••n th, K,ng (MEIi- \' :1 :-,.;,,i., :!) ,\s 1,1th h.s fatht>rs tomb, no d1qnit1~• 

1-lan~ of hrs ap~,,1ntn1<:1,i, .w,f 1hu,e .::.r hrs d,•pe11d~n•, Me rn dirc,1 as,u<1at1011 \\Ith tl-.c: ro)il 

h, m,• There .Jre "rib,·~ ,,f rv1<1I r,• ords, ; r ,,.ii scribe, .ind \ j flo11> other appoinl-!es bc,,nng 

trtl,·s m ,d11,h "ro~.,I c>r "Gr.·at :ivuse o.-w 

9 ,3 2 THEMATIC MURALS 

In ,01111.1~1 1, J\ I th, t"'. ,t, vr trpi'o11hh ,orll 111,1 <I \\tdc ,.111c:1 0f t hc>nle\, \\ ,ch f"e vf 1:ic SI\ 

"1lb fully di",ctr.it,d rl« ,e ,, ~ con•tant rcpet1t,.,11 ,,f :he IIJ'll<'S Jnd titles u! th, d.-1.eas~d. 

rec-,rded \)\<:J t he ,lljJU:1ly vf s,e11~\ Ill\\ h,d. he .1;,pt',I[~ I.:' s.,,,,,.,,1,·11,/"'"•11( ,,f / '1111•lit!t1, I h·nv 

S11p,•rtlllt'1iJt'11t .. j { / ,.,., i>(y/ I f fc, 

J:g_-..pt md su fonl, Atte11dam, •re ri.111" ! •nd cr~ftsmc-n M" des1gnaterl Hrs du:ies to th<! ro~.,I 

1/4 

. ' '. . . ' \. , . . . . . . ~ . t'<i,. . ' ,' . , 
• • : ✓-.. • -~ ' ' •• , • ' • : ' • 
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I 

f 

1 t e \HSt nl 

red ap1 r fr a:c f r 

mspccuon s .-nes m 

11 d t d by t e n9mmg of b, servar.ts Among 

t rrb Tl ev are an 111 0,·at10n m pro,mci,l t ombs o! 

These en mp, ne s atue and ,a e makea metal \\orkers, ancl JC"ellen .-\11 the act1v1•1es 

can be attributed t funerar} prepardt ns the more so sine,: 1n one instance \\here ,ar1ous 

articles t J~' el e epl, t-d ds ti ev are I ted as made of G, .. , 11 f,l,J H ,m,l /111e 

g,,ll g that the r" ·t 1 be re ogmsed (:-.1EIR \' Pl :-.-YI • F,g / 50) 

The e" elle-n c d fa into t e af:er ,o d category of n..-cessmes for the dcceHcd 11,!enat 

!1 kla ..-s ~P en but at ti s stage they cannot pos1tl\eh be conrected to 

,ea defimte cc11nect1on Statues must certainly be 

at•r buted t nd funenry r tes eff1c1entl}0 ~,ecuted Were they 

c I pletecl \Utue- 1d r t em t b.- s 1bsmi.: on but since the\ are stl l 111 process 

of manufu ture t ar n I u~ ! ,rt l~rl\ s nee ti e n e~· Eg, puans had sometlung ot an 

obseH1on \\ 1th sho mg ob er• n the r e1 • r t\ 

TI e r--:or•h \,all rf the same r m c t ns s enes or r ent n nt \\erk, t\,o Cll \,hom a,e 

er.glg'"d ,n F tt 

spec1f1cally said t 

i n,i beer appear ill th:s mural b ,t are 

l, , I , I I , f , rh dr,111.:11 m, 11 . , d 1111 10,, Con11ncnts of the 

\\ .:,rkcrs are rc:ord d 011 alr1 

ha,e 1•cth111g orig nll 

II tie m afs but ti ey ar.- in the"'''" trite and rnundan,• and 

u: therrl 

In Room Hon the ti 1,a!l C' 

IO\\crc.1 and be1r.g r \,e-c!," ·h ~ ur1!, ~ • \,h1Ch ,,ppea•s t;:, h \t.! been d~1gned for tow,ng 

Fron s m1 ar p31 ui; t t, be a; 3r t o f the ·,mr e<t1on• 

:,roceu 

On the- \,est 

Pepi nkh 1 •/ 

sl \, n spcarn 

hur,t ng see, e a, 

f lt1 Ir /1 I 

B s a n srsh s,er,e, m ,, h1ch th<= tc,t S~}S 

••tif '1l1 U,•Ju u11 I l.1>u't'r I {.\'J 1, anc! 

,ls nppe,1rs ,n ~ dud 

th( lf\lhlf'.l oi..l iH'tf\' 

] ,/, ,, 1/J Jo,../ The 

cneral1sat .:-11 ot fowling 

. . . . . . , 

, . 
• • • • I ' • 

. • • . • • f' • . . 
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9 4 PERSO ~ALISED REALITY 

f , l 

r I l~ II 

the Eu: ,, a I f R rn R It I p~ inq 11, scene 

Ci', rmt 

\! ur r \1"" r He a oh t em •, m I and fem,le at• n n:s rnanv of hhom carr) or 
le ~t d r. and m ke\ 

mp.1111 d b,• s h ff1cial as a Cue,,,, 

1/ r •d an /,r p t r of 1 r as11u1s a11J 

P<-p nkh I n 

sug&ested t 1 t e 
h., a pen ar { ,,! jl m d,- f rhree ~ :i. sk,m It has httn 

(MEIR V Pl Ai\.."\11) Pep~ n .. ', s ~1118 tunsµ rted in :ate to Sll, en,se the "'.I.act, n of the 

st f cattle g n heep ad sses (~iflR \' f I >-':..'XI F,g 151 J 

h Ids th s;ime art Jes 111 a spec1f,c ·•ns~ttng· s <-ne 1n 

Tl ere arc ,~,, u n cnpt m m stl 1d<'nt1fy ng :he i:ter dar.:s and a fem sl rt e,change\ of 
IC u • I 

e Ma l r ,\I r111e• 1 ho spatulate \\ and in one hand the other steadymg I e r 
rt ft c pal~ qu,n calls ou:, .ti ~. 1·,11/111 r I I 1, 1/a., H e.,r' 

Bla~kman and Ap: refer lo d, S I n (,\IEJR IV nri) on ,,orru ,11ch as,;,,. 1;00,l!v ll'e,1 and 

th, U'<' '""' .,,.,,,.,,, hill ,, h, n 1t \, ~• fe't that the- 1111ent1on behu,d uch utterances 1, as to 

transfer the action of the scenes in \\ luch they occ..i,,.,d from ,Ji,. 11/11 t,j t/11, uwL/ to ti,,. lif., 
a/ta cle.11I, (t-lEIR \ -10) It this 1s so then 1,e hal'e passed ~)ond rhc concept of funeran 

c,ffer 11gs or s11bn1t :11011s 1n order to J1< t..,rn th,• ,orp~e, 1nro the realm of ·e,pectat•ons of 

pom10n and prc•fermem m the after•l1te• It rt'aclrcs bcvond the ~CtJ\ 111es of the f.., and 

1r.:roduc<'S a "lt'1, d11.,e1 s,on m:o f,,n •arv am1c1p1t1ons 6 Ideal s::c these •nt1c1p~t,ons ma} "ell 

be b,a tlie, •re dc.ir ~ on..-nia:ed to th,- re~ln, of the l,fe-st} le of tht• toml, 01, ncr and details 

such as the ~ts and:!<' spec1f1c naming of mdJ\1du~ls 1s an added ind cation of tlm That :~c 

lattl'r \\ere n fact 1•·: t.fthl'ento11rag..-of Pcp1or:~h 1s bornco,,t b the f1 t tlun on, 1ierson~gc, 

the StcwMd ltJ II e,ther fell from grnre 1n tht> <"}N of his ma11,., or more probal,ly al1.-na:ed 

other members o: the ltousehol.l since 111 nll except on.: 1nstince lus 11.,,,,,.. \\,rs subsequentil 
eraS<:d' 

For the I urposes <;f 1h111,crk tht're 1s l,ttl point ,n deta1!111g thl' la,ge number of i:ercot\ped 

o//t!r111g and 111,1 cctmg murals Rnorn F in A2, ho\\c1er 1s relc,ant an i <;f p irt1 far mtcrcst 

Ong1nall} ~ roughh r..-c1.ni; r ,cll.,r.j ke chirnber 11\lended as a serdab 1t \\as sub e<; ,end\ 

enlarged and 1anot.s ahcrnrioni. m.tde 111cJ,;d11 g tie m•roduct1on c,t d l,1rge door The s,-rd •b 

17 
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fr m ne anoth r a 

r 1 ') of tatu of 

ha, .. chanEcJ and then• w 

f I c ccrc·n n $ 

rs \'/orkshoµ t e: er ,, th the 

d n t,,_, important cc•emomcs scpar ~tcd 

m• ft I Th<' orie,mal ccrcm ny the Pr.xess1on t 

the fer.• f Punf at and Eml»lmer s ,, rk ~ p 1s ntamcd in sc"cn ep d("S f \\ h1ch, in 

th t rnb t 

The cc nd a 

orpst' th c t d er : • F 1r f at 

I 1g I '2 1) 

These lu~trat10 an •t b, : 

dra " r.gs TI c ,ourn s Jre n t t 

Kingd m : mbs b : 

Smee tomb mural ,, ,.re cue t 

LIi JI f'i2) 

c~ on t the l:.mbalmers" rbhop (to collect •h" 

dfmally othci 3 <' !b1.1n11(~:EIRVPIXL.III • 

of the deta I cncompM cd on th<C" original 

e t Ab, Jos or Abu sir often dcp1c:ed m ~l1ddlc 

med,, 1:h th prt'p1ra:1on of the corp t" ano ,a burial 

:, nt n ne I er.tit! d t ask" h\ th1$ 

, 1b c t ,, as m I It ha~ be rar.g n s tcnar e r the c q: c nor t.!,nc(tat1on of the 

good life m the f • re 0. c can onl} c ncludc th t ag, a nc, d1m1C"ns1on has <'ntercd the 

ton b a d ·e t nf1rm th t tie , nc• ha re c ,cd all tic nccc~sary r :cs and 

obi gati ns t en 1 e f: t c tcr nt cit rnal I fc P rhaps or,. mag : call .t an ,ff,rin ""'" of 

1,011l1 

An mtert"Stmg t<'xt appe rs at th.• end , cp1s le •I where the ship bemg to\\cd to 11
1e landing 

~ I ,cc 1s sh I ha11 g com pl · I'd the J urnev n bno e ght men 111.I ut the to\\ •re,,. md 

bet,,,. n ti em IJ d tre boat IS IHH:('n l11f, .. 1/i I •r 1 dtl ;, !ti 1111 '(,11e (to I .. r,'f'Mll!, 1 

lll IC<) J\ I r\ iklf'I" off H '<' 

As m1lar '<'.Xt ppe,n \\1•h th<' 1llu tr•t cm of the thrtt me I bcanng the SMCoph~gYS on a I on­

b1<'r, preced.-d b, n I I , n m 1 ,I,,,, a d a f ni..1e m 1rner m 1').lliodc , Al,o\e the bcJrcrs I\ 

\Hitt en I • , 1111i: t 1/1 I ,,,rwf1 · 11 ,. '• , I ,, n ;.,l/ . Ii "b ' 

\\'hc:i ~ th.s c ,, a pre,~ nt 

anu111;.,t1 f n a t I fe en 

11 sui;g : a r rth I· r rel e , \ai a 

tie : 11 c "• nnnot tell but 11 c.ertamh l\<'gat<'s the 

-I JT1 n as d..-,1cted II them ira!s Nor does 

I Ir· 
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lit I" I /i,m/, .-12 Afc:ir, l'1·p1 rn1kli 1,w1.1portr,I l,y l'au111q11:11, affOlnf\micd by 
h1.1 1 m 11·., f'CI\ ,\l,,/Jlt! of e,,, r U\4ll 
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Vig 152,, I omb 11? !vfrfr, P.:pi ~,mkh prcx·,•~·,iun 11> m1b,tl,11ds works/10{1, Telll of 
I'11ri/inttim, and, ~•n1•1,•ry St•u111tl cl'rIm10,1y . 
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t • D t ,tr ~ e .i :i du• clab rate 

al agg.an' er.t Howc\Cr, ,,hie this 

1t , riot be po tl\cl'I confirmed It would be difficult 

p b •,,eer su h n1urab and the per~onal lifestyle of the 

ne \\O Id se<'m to be appr pnate to 1-m offi,e as vizier 

'ia,e graphy h:rc but \\e do have a ,ery ;,o lt,\e mo~emcnt aw~y from 

the or11,ina or c ft of su tf'II n c for the deceased 1n the hereafter 

lonn tcs 

1 llLidun;1n (MEIRI 9 13) ghesd tJlhofthc,11rl 1s famil,· rnernb<~ bun,•J at !min.I indu<leu famuv 

tu c ,11 the I nnces of Cus.(' In ti\• 6th dynntv uid tho.e ol the 12th tl,n~1:v. I h,·v Wl'n- an ulustrtous 

gr up,ppal't'nth able to sur'\'h• th, 1n1rth1 und ,nu·• m Di nods 

G•rdmrr (1957 55, 162 f ◄) 

' Gard !IC'r uvs th<' ~rp ,/, 11.1w /om1ula •~ boon wh11.h the king Kl'<'S' ts ol >erv ancient dJtl' In thl" Old 

King,t.,m the phr11se wu u'.ICtl m rrf, rcnu• to 1.-, un of •nuus kin,h I>< stm, .. ,I on his mbJ«lS by thr 

k1n1 l'ooJ offrnngi ma le bv thr lhmg l'~rac-h In th,· p,mnid t<'mple of his father or rn:-drcf'uor writ' 

known as ~rp 11.m• •• h.t0n of th<' km1( 1 hi\ anurn~J tNt all funrrarv gun ianJ pnv1lt·11rs wtr<' ir • crrum 

y-11,c,: lx>0ns g1H'n b, thf' km@ , G.xh su, h °' ,\11uh,, 0,,,,. or G,b \•f'll' al,o gl\rn or bent'f1u. Gani1Mr 

hnds that ,n the Old Kingdom lh• KmK .ind whatntr &0<l l\ n.am<'tl ar<' mt'nt1,,nt"J In p.ira/1~/r.rm with on<' 

•nothcr u ll\rn of th., b.><'n or b.xins By thr M1dJlr K.ing,fom, although !ic formula wu ust'd tl had 

unJrri;onr- rc-,nltrprrut,on, th, uh-~ behind the ~1p-di-n.ru1 lormuu b!-mg that lht' kina giv<,s or has 

&l\tn or 1s lo 11vr an oflrnng lo ~me god ,n ha tcmpl1•, m onlf'r th2t thr L. uer m tum mav g1vr olTcring, 

to, 1,nvalr m,lrHlual m h,, wmh ( I '15; 171 • I i:?J In ttrnc thr f, rmul, pn>hablv bt-cam<' :n •utomat1, 

funt'rlr\" Sf'<"Clfi, 

'Work po s,hly un,!, ruJ..1 n hv his r,,.,n 

7 I hnt• an:- t\: Kai Old K.n~do,n conH·nuar ,1 m•mh 1nJ onlv ,>nt' .-r t\Vo ha,1• bt·1·n n rr lu,t"J m thts 

trxl. 

1 It 1s not '"lUi"'••·o t . t •'u, ,, th.- hnt irprar.in,r ol the con«·rt but that su, ha uin,rpl ha, bt"rn 

rswbhsl,rd ln th•• tom~, 

!~I 

. ~- .. :,. 
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CHAPTER 10 

11 TH DYNASTY TOMBS AT BENI HASAN 

7711 ,,uu•t Du,1 (" 111, 11 u ,11 1 L., I,,.. 
In// 1.:u a,. I C,1r/.; 

\l I / 111gh1 , 111,l ,1~,l.,y "" / J1,:l1111g 

f.m1ly D1ck111son 

10.1 DATING IN RETROSPECT 

In the a ence f s;:ec1f1 u,,: ng su h , 

approximate th dates ol pmate tom 
In Ii. I n f tte I n l' ~r a m llHCh, one can only 

N "b,'"Y (BH I I• ) d s isles :he d.itt.'S of tl\el,t' 
Eleni ll•s n tombs o, "h1ch six c,n I e dated fr m the n mies of longs ,111d fu111ly rclat1onsh1ps 

The ti ree t mbs n s 2° , - an l 1 • r,re 11 ted in that order, tombs 3< and :.>6 separ,111ng 20 {Baqt 

I) rrom 15 (Baqt Ill) an,, 17 (Khet·. I} from 111scr1ptlons in tomb I 7 It appears to Im-, been 

made for the son cf thl' 01, ner ol t mb 15 Ho" e\er ,\'t"1d1t"rry rnerd>· fins these as prl'• 

Amcnerr ht"t I (l<l2-l.lS'l2) the first po t1,e dAting b, rc\al cart 1che of tl11s k111g 1r1,cir1ng an 

ton b 14 From the , .. bt ,e p \It n ft n bs l-1 ard 15 i':t'\\berl") concludes 1h11 15 1s the 

e~rlrer Smee the flge of ti e gr ap ,. l:"llernr u 12th clyndst, nnd tl,e n 1m · c-f the f1r11 

mon1 1 of that d1nast) Appears in tomb I~ the three t mbs, 2fl, 15 and 17 Mc I.steel as 11th 
dynasty, nhhoui;h there 1s 110 µositl\c confarma11on 

10.1.1 THc ORYX NOME 

81'nl Haun In the Or\~ or I IJth n me c-f ppcr Egvrt "~ possibly one of the ll'u rrnf <>rt,rnt or 

anflu..-nt,al of the 11 mes It does not ~ppe.tr to h11,• h1-I vr de,doped ,t lmt.-rv such ,H did 

~le1npl11s, l lt>rJtl.- po
1 

c;r l11t!hcs T11~: 1t 1,,,,. long est,bl1sl,e l hohcver, 1s rnnfirm.-d l1", last 

of t'States pro\'fd111g mcome for tic pu11n 1d t<mpl, f th.- .Jtl, ,hn.11ty king, S11olru (Si-nefcru 

2575,2551) at Dahsh ,r The J enon1l1td £ , ,t s nre d.-p, ted .,s fe,n,1les <',1rrv1ng foc-d off,nangs 

and tl, .. y are grouped ACCordrng t t!1t r i.dn11n1 trn11,,• Jm,r tor n,;,me t"emp 1001 116 Fig W 

• I 1g I SJ) Benr Hasan rs repr,•sented bv the second figure from tlu: left 

Ho1> 111fluent1JI or po"crful the I ol lArmlat•\ \\ere at rs d1ft1rnlt to nuess and l\lthout co1nplet, 

r.-conh success1on 1s ,! o doulltf11I fr,•! er rl, d.,ys ofth<" I !ti, ahna~I\ ., d1d1 to111y nu} 1,ell 
l11ve occurred irnon<> the n ,d fl., f:'

1
, I· 

11 mes 111 rer,>rd t.> tl1t' r r,•l.1t1◊1al11ps ll'lth both the 
~•th .,nd I vtl, d) nnst,es of I fsrnkl.- pol t ti< 1 ~, th .11,d the I I tit d) 11,111 Thd1.111s t,, the south 

183 
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F,g I 53 E I I/ H w,111 
.•. ,. • I 1 

10.2 TOMB 29: Gi~EAT CHIEF OF THE ORYX NOME BAQT I (Fig 154) 

10.2 1 ARCHITECTU~E OF THE TO MB 

.) 

I 
a 

Tomb 2~ cut in:o •he m!e of the l1m.-1tone cs arpment on the Eu: b.11 k of the Nile Frcscnts 

no uchitec:ural ' cat ires tn its doon~a,• ,, h h Is plJin ~nd g1,c~ t'n:ry to in •lmost square tcmb 

chamber contaimr.g six mummy pits (not sho" n on F l~n) one of,, h1ch 1s unfinished and pl~ct'd 

askew Tht' d~r 1ttd• has a p1,ot hole on 1ts nor:hern side, prcsumo1bly to accommodate a 

"oodt'n door 

T1,c architect or bu1lccrs •., ould ~ppc r to ha,c been inc:<per1enccrl or ,II-trained. since the 

masons went too h,~h tn :he rock t t ratum \,lth the result that the roof h.,d to be left full of vc~ 

rough boulders Failure :.:i 1110\\ 1dcqu3:e :h1ckncu m the roof a:so resulted 1n parts of 1t having 

fallen In ~l.1ch d.imagc , u subscque'ltl, done b, the Copts ,, ho b,okc through both the north 

and south" .,lls 1rto t"o adpcent tombs 

] l 

. . # , . . 
. . 
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FIG J 54 /'JAN OE- TOMB 29 BEN/ IIASAN 

llAQT I 

10.2 2 TITLES ANO STATUS OF BAQT I 

Baqt l 1s presented as Grt'at Chief of the Oryx Nome He lists m addition eight other titles, one 

of wfuch 1s h..i-prince There 1s no cl11m to the title erp..i ,prmce {I) her,J11ary nob{ •. (2) heir 

(Faulkner 1991 148) His other titles are the fairly usual i.Ji1/ b1ri, (Treasurer) of the Kmg of 

Lower Egypt, Confidential friend of the King, Royal acquamt.ance, and three l~aJ titles, the first, 

an unspceified title, ' He who 1s m the ch.amber', the other two spcc1f1cally associated with the 

c1t1es of Nek.hen and Nekheb The la~ter titles were probabl)' not exclusive since they appear in 

the Meir tombs and would seem to be authontat1ve, and legal. NCJther his father nor mother arc 

named, but his wife Tehut1qa, a priestess of 1/arhor and a son &aqt are recorded.. 

There arc no long llsts of 1ttenda1,ts and servants, as m the Meir Al and A2 tomb$, and m 

general the opulence of the latter bears no companso·1 with the s1mplic1ty and even crudity of 

tomb 29 Bent H.asan The conclusion must be drawn that the circumstances m which tomb 29 

was constructed were \astly difftrent from those at the time of the consttuction of Tombs Al 

and A2 at Meir 

hulknl'r ( 1991 258) rt'3d• tht' sign fi!Jw "trt'asurer" 

185 
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fig 155 l'omb 29 /1,'fli //1lf,,n, n.,.,, I 
/,i.11 11ul1 Offering 1111m1I 

. , .··" •:• . 41 
. f• - . 

i • • ... 0 

~ · .. ' ,, . , . .. . " - , ~ . ~:~~ .' 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



10 2 3 THE .I T "URAi S 

10 2 3(•) TH" [AST WALL (UH II Pl OX f19 t 5) 

Altl, 11,. r,t< 11ts of formal offeru g "all which are 

e e t "•II ot Tomb 29 1s ot ,nt<'l'Mt from 1he potr.t cf 

n and xecuuon It 1s stylised "1th little tnn~vauor , ,ui;gestin,s 

■ I m1ted l\'l11l1b1l1tv of ski led labour There 1s lrttle to remark other :han the very plain 

presentation of the ,.ffer r.g uble before Baqt, the m1all an 1 r.ather ms·itnif,cant l1.;g ~ncat r h s 

chair, and the abscrc~ ofscnbal ,,or~ and te,t Ofm1er,.st 1s the figure ot Baqt, .,earing the 

customary priestly leopard sl<1n Sinc .. l,e a • corded ro pnl'stly tale one "ond,•rs ,f tfu C1es1gn 

was purposf'•made or stnnd.lrd po. ,bly 111 l•tter The fahr d or 1s completely uereotvped, 

1\ ross 1he top of the ardutra,e the~// /1 n II I formula adure.s,s the Gre,11 Go,i i.or l of he,we,i 

and•~ tollo•, ed as usual by :he name al"ci tit!~ of Baqt On t'1ther -ic th<' umc fo, rrula appe.als 

I, ,·t,111/.i.1 and (i iru 1 hr,re IS n md1cat1on a! to wh\lm thr, Cre.it Cod rt'fcr, 

Ont' 111terestin~ feature 1s :ha: of the third f1;:ure from the I ft •bo'" th" fabe d or, ,d,o holds 

1111 a 11mal by a lea,! It appc rs to be Jn I hneunwr, il small mongoose er ,,eAsd t,pe arun.al, 

usually fol nd In the marsh scenes "here 11 cl.mbs t "Mds the b r.ls' n..-sts "' •earch of egg~ <>r 

chicks ~I ntet (Jc-15~ -,Q) sa.s hat 1,c:,. m ngooses 1n 1 \\1ld ci-.•, ,,ere kt'pt in c~gcs anct 

released •n t,,e mar h s to c .. mb the s•~lb of pap;r 1s a d d1•t1 rb •he p.,rent birds maJ..mg them 

an easy urg,e• lor the, 11 ters Usual rnush set-nl's < r t sh?, th.s, although the an11nals are 

,lm,:,~t ah, ays p c erl' '(hi\ 11cture 01 such~., 111'1 11 .. 

I ro,ing Montct'• ntcntton 11,,. f,, .. m.-11 on •he 

and fighting (BH 11 •4). an:! 1r ld1t1on '? the 1 

third and fourth f1gM CS to on<• mJy conclude that ti 

•acl 1, ou1d u•em to ,:o some "J\ to 

•r~1,ter all carr) wea:x,ns for hunting 

u ting dog " sho , n !:-et ween the 

10.2.J(b) THE WEST U O OF THE NORTH WALL (BH II Pl XXVIII • Fig 156) 

Th,s \\·all comi:--n1cs t.1l1ong ~n I d,,ck hunting scenes, ,·lmh, wh ~n Newberry recorded them, 

were in a very b.1d statc of prc1er,Jt1011 Baqt 1s shown Handing and "inspect111g· tribute, the 

(wild) cattle of the d,-sert ,., ,1 ,,.g1,tr1 abov,. fowling and foh catclung scenes The 1mpress10n l: 

of an effort to include as mi.ch as J10'51ble 111 a~ s11nple I form .-s c,1n be ~ccomi:--hshed To tlm 

end, the fo" long ha a s rnr•I.- cl.,p net, and the f,slung ~equcnce mcludes a ,m.,11 section of f,sh 

gutters, w,tl, fish, •,11 sprt'Jd o,t:r the 11,0 lower r-,g,sters Cattle ::ross,ng and the :yp1cal 

calf-on-shoulder 111d m t the le• long co" has ,1 \rnall sr,-e to the ll'ft of the bottom 

Ill 

, . "..., ·, . , " . 
~- . "-

. . !J ·. 
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Fig I 56 Tcm1b 2!) Be111 F lasan, Baqt I. 
North 11.ul/ 11.·est n1J, fishing and dw:lc hunting 

10 2.3(c) EAST END OF THE NORTH WALL (BH II: Pl lOUX • Fig 167) 

The fwt thrcf" rcg1st"l's arc 1llocatcd to a BAqt fishing scene, in which 11c is 1ccompan1cd by his 

wile and pos,ibly hu son (much damaged), with Baqt spcanng the usual fish (two?) and papyrus 

pul crs beyond A simple "boatmen fighting• scene has been .ncluded on the lower right register. 

Across the top of the "all tht-re 1s a scene showing the handling of wild animals It 1s devoted to 

rc.stra1r,. onl;, none of the men being shown as hunters 

Fig I 57 Tomb 29 Bena l-lasa11, Ba.qt I 
North u~JL Mst end, ,.,a,,h Jtt/118 

10 2.3(d) WEST END OF THE SOUTH WALL (BH II Pl XXX.11 • Fig 1CA/. 

Although the figures arc iust as s1mpl~ .is the pre~1 :- w1lh, he• e there 1s the £1.-st incLcauon of 

personal st.itus To the It-ft Baq•. stands wnh I staff .ind, baton of off1,e Behind him are a sahu 

188 
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crarat ~Y a 

'"'' 

ro ' ph~ a m ch d n., e 

lA T 

st IIU • r 

g m~• 

t and 

a:tle 

n the t p register arc s x p • f \, reulc• ,, 1thout an 

,/: .. :" 

F,,: 158 1 cnnb 29 Ben, I lasan, Ba.1r I. 
Sowh uull u'<'.sr en.I, lbqr u-ith d1mrfs 

~ 

- I 

"' 
.. 

l\. Ll 

Wrei.:!.-rs grad~1lly appear In tombs of this pcnod H.-re thev are presumably in recre3t1onal 

pos.-. but m late: tombs they appelr on" alls 1inked to martial affair\ 

An intc:es:u.g s:nal, agricultural group 1s on :he nght of th.- fourth register from the top, ,vhere 

t,,·o bulls ccnfrcn: ea.:h other head on Galan (199-1) sa1 s that f1gha bet\\een two bulls began 

to be Fr,.sent on the "alb of rl1t 1 ,nb, of loc 1/ ,h:efr from tr.e 6th dynaHv and contmued until 

the :e1gr of Thut:ncs,s 111 m the I 8th d; nJs:>• Assumed to be a part of the bucolic life to be 

perpetuated in the after,l1fe, G.,lan no,, proposes tr1at the representation 1s not descnpt1,e but 

symbolic and lm:Ss the c;\'erpo1, enng of Or'.e bull by the other as, struggle to ma1ntw1 leadership 

In the nethen,·orlci the deceased being 1dent1f1ed with the triumphant bull This 

hypothesis mu-rrreat,on 1s mimta,ned on the strength of certain funerary te,ts but Galan do.-s 

concede, ·:s:e"crthC:css the re,son beh nd the representation of bull fights on tomb walls 

1ema111s uncertain since net all the :h"mes attested In funerary :c,ts were depicted" (1994 93) 
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Cha { { rhe Orvx "'- -: 

n t 

1.- t e 

f Cert.am teXl$ IS 

t fr I t c ,-.r tiers farm scene 

rhc ~ prin e pleasing the ht-.1,1 of 

r n 11\ ,, rh; ttrmf'le { 11 ri muer of the Rtkhyr GrNt 

the tth II iq1,t (BH II 36) It "ould seem that the 

text should hnk Baqt to the 

farm. •Hest' r gs ene b t t "ti" ts und.s as th ugh 11 should accornp.my a ,,c•kshop or uatue 

akin;:; 111I 

10 2.3(~1 EAST ENO Of THE SOUTH WALL (BH II Pl XJUI" Fig 1£9). 

I 
.... .fi ~ • ..JJ_' ·~ ~, ·- ~,. 

I 

i~~ 

.. 
'•... . 

• I 

. , 

4' 
._L_ 

I I ~-

fig I 50 Tut11b :w Ill-tu //w<Jn, 8<J./I [. 
South u ~II e<J.St n1J 

@Jk~ 
, ~-?,; . Ll .... 

- ➔ k _JJ__ 

\ ~ 
.I 

I • I" 

Tius .gun shows lfaqt ,, 1th staff and baton and accompanied by two unnamed attendants The 

,ertacal line of t~'l.t before Baqt merely I sts titles and epithets but does not lank ham to the scene 

towards \\ruch he faces 

Newberry nys traces of a hunter with bow and arro,-s, shooung the lioness attacking the bull , 

cculd iust be seen m the lvwer reg1st~r There 1s nothing remarkable about the other registers 

except perhaps the man be•ng tossed by a bull wluch others are trying to restrain . The acacia 

(sanr) bush to the nght \\1th bro"smg goats 1s a familiar motif 

All m all this tomb has little personal iconography, other than the dog under the chair and d,e 

dwarfs E.-en these, ho,,e\'er, may well ha,e ~en developing mto standard moufs If they had 

to be cat.-gomed they would probably be class1iied "status symbols". 

19'.) 
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10 J TOMB 15 GOVEP.~.OR OF THE ORYX NOME 8/\IJT Ill (Fig 1'0) 

10 3 1 ARCHITECTURE Of' THE' TO\'B 

', ',\ + -& 
r:.::t 1lm 

J . (~turn st 

s C c, ,,,1 
lr.t .. chr. --~ h1gt-

1"•1'1 n'• l' · ~~ 
/ / 

nc J (';f) l'L \N CA·"/0,\W I 5 Bf:'Nl lll\~N 
l!AQTIJ/ 

~.. . 

1-"1g 160,1 T ,mb I 5, 
,let,111 of mwniny pie 

j 

,, 

//. 

I ,..m ~ I "'"' ~~'-,v 0 lim • '!lf1"' ,-.~ 

ar6 
PLAN A- A 

•ma l~m • l't"'h~ 

/ 

, 

The doorway of th,s tomb 1s pl.11n, w1th,,ut ar,h,tectural feJtures the main chamber being 

divided at the East end by two quatrefo1I columns of the lotus-bud type (FiK 161) The ceiling 1s 

undecorated 

A small shrine containing an alr~r \\',JS excavJted 1n the south•elstern corner of t he main 

chamber, but apart from scenes of mi:n preparing an ox ard viands, the pamtmgs wer<~ too 

defaced for Newberry to cop~ (BH 11 50) There are seven mummy pits 1n the tomb Only one 

of thesr ls sho,"1 on the pl.,n and is c.11, bt ,e~n from the elc-vat,or 1, ,,,r, e\Jborat" in 

eomtruct1on 

IJ] 
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11g 161 Colu,r,11 r<U1111 /- p11111 ar h,t t 1•e 

10 3 2 TITLES At,O STATUS OF BAQT Ill 

The s n • ~aqt I \\as ntcrrcd n Tom Jl s fa , rela: onsh p lea I)· recorded The tomb, 

plain and mrular • tomb 29 ,, a\ bad dan ag"d d l,tt e c 'd be glcm<'d from it Baqt of 

t n b 15 1s de ":la'"<! Ill a'th gh •I c· 1s dir" • nn" t n b•""ecn him and the previous 

tW 

Baqt of tomb 15 1• ncd ndc• "Rank b\ N ,berry as "The Go,,·rncr cf the Oryx nomc, the 

XVI th nomc of Upper EK)i:,t (BH II ~3 

,th th,. ~tp J,, ,, r f •mula but :i I less prominent 

"er E"' pt, Conf1der.t1a! friencl of the King True 
Tnc t tic cf Crea: h1.-t do.-s ar Jr a 

position Again the famtl art tic 

Royal acquaintance o cur toge•! er " tll th le a t.t es ,cs·ed 111 Neche., and :-:cchtb No 

pncstlv titl,-s appear a tho gh in the o'fenng formulJ he 1s ,.,ferr<'d to as b~lov.: I oj /(/tu,~n l.or.l 

of llm,r br/01,•e-/ 1 H. JI of 11 .. rus bel ,._ l { /1&1th r, '"' ire { NJ rru, f,wour• I of Horr.r, 

S,n,r,•r of rhc Rtkhw ,,r.l b~I i'l' I f I r,,li S lt,1r 

His father's name 1s g1,en as R,•mmh, 1 m thcr Ho1,7erf11 He h.id • d.,ughte· "r.c, stands 

behind him on the north ,.all, and , h 1s c11lr.d /f.11iic,••l'£jtritep11r,, \Ve arc •,Jld she 1s 

"De\/oted to" ardHl,mbu, upor, his h1I, (SH II ~ 7) S:rani;ely, nc1t\1er mother nor d,ughter 1re 

listed as pncste$scs 

10.3 3 THEl,IATIC r.,uRALS 

The murals in this :cmb arc a m,x·urc of 110rmal thematic motifs, interspersed with a variety of 

1c!rut1onal sub1ects A:!o,, ,ng for p.trts of murals having been destroyed, there does not appear 

to have been the conv~nt:onal large marsh, f,shing.'duck hunung scene, in which Baqt ,,,ould 

ha,e takt'n part \\1,cn h.: appears he 1s ah"•~s shown in the suff baton standing posture, 

c,ccpt for one occa ,on (W~:.-rn end of South ,,all}, ,,·hen he has a staff in one hand and a 

lotus in the other Ht 1s not shown pMt1c1pat1ng III any of the ac:1"1t1t's In the main he sce.ns 

to ha,e been content to ha,.., his nam., and t1t1es pa,nted ~bo"e Jnd before h,m without detailing 

. ~ . "' . . 
' I . 
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I 
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Ii part 

J ti ll~ 

l11111 J f1g4r<' 

S ,b e uent att nu 

r t 
,ll 11,c! lirg •lv conf.ne<l to 1cient1ty111g the oh1ects or 

t th st)lc d pJ1nt1ng 1$ uniform 1hrougho'lt and sa~~ d1at the 

11r11cdl} rtra" 11, "h1!e the bird\ .,ml ,,nim,,h are "eak 

dra,"ngs do 5 11ot ~,•<c~~.u•h confirrn this view 

The Casi North and Soutl ,,~l\s nre ov.,,.-J in mural\ \\h,,h include,, very wide rang" of 

motifs The decorattLn f tomb S "almost ~ complete ant1th,•s1s of the,:, coratic-n in tomb 29 

\\here a mode•\ rAngl! o! rnbJl!C!S 111 s1mpl1! h111JrCs \\aS covered as ccon~1r,,cally as possible The 

walls 111 tom';, 1 S off,., a close!, p&cked sw.,ep of f,~res, acmt"!y employed 1n a variety of 

oc<upJt1on1 and V•Hly 1,·1dc,r in sCOf., than the sub,.,,ts m tomb 29 \Vhc,reJs m the latter tomb 

one hAs th!! f.,.,hng that~ conmutm.-1,t to thl' necesi1t1es has to be obsened m the simplest form, 

in tomb 15 on., ha~ an impre~,1on nt an outpo•mng ,f exuberance One wait, the West, 1s very 

badly muulated Nt'wberry suggests that the \.,ip.-r part of the wall may well be sun:lar to the 

corresponding" all m tomb 17, "hich ,, ,II~ rcvie,, t'd lat"r 

10.: 3(■) NORTH WA.LL (BH II. J , IV • Fig 182). 

This ".all Is dMdcd ,nto s•~ rei;1~tt-rs, four of wtuch, at the west end, arc tak .. n up by standing 

figur"' ot Baqt •nd tus c:Liughtcr Reg15ter l (top) 1s d .. vote<l entirdy to a hunting scene, fairly 

itereot) µeel 1n d,rngn and ,pa till! It has I wide variety of animals including two mythical 

crc.iturc~ on the left hand s1dr a lon11 necked leopard and a wmgcd creature walking behind 

1, 1at appears L> be 1!-;e 'i~rli •n1m.1l (I 1g / 62u). A vanety of buck can be recognised, also a 

cheet~l , hMe ancl 1, h~t ,s pornbly ;u1 01trtch Tu .. se desert scenes arc typical of othen at Benl 

Ha 111 •n ~h~t tht-) are devoid of any real action The folio" mg register is devoted to people and 

th,.ir ,ar101,s occ•Jrauons from left to nght they 1how a barber, a chiropodist, the master of 

lme11, linen manuf.icturcrs, ,p1nner1 and twine manufacturers, men quarrelling, and painters at 

"ork Th,· reason for the lntroduttion of two women into this all male assembly is not clear. 

The "'on\en come into their own on the ne)(t (3rd) register, where they are occupied with 

•p111nmg and \~ea11ng, and r~rfomnng as acrobau (1-ig ! 62hJ The ball game is possibly a part of 

the ~~robrnc sequence and may fJII under an 'en\ rtainment" category Animal husbandry, tCIX 

gathering, knife ~nd sandal makers appeJr 1n the 4th register from the top, while in the 5th, a 

vanety of herdsmen, rnusic1Jns, goldsmiths, painters and sculptors arc shown in a series of 

motifs hnvmg little ,n common \' 1th each other 
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~ fig I 62 Tum/, I 5 Ro1i //,u"11, fl"'lc 11/, 

Norch u~,11 

"' ' '· 

hi: I t , 11 wJ• , ,.g,, rt, /l,·r,11I 
.'1,fvr/11, ", •11111 ,/, 

Vii: t 621• Jr<i ri1Khl~r from tn/1 
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Ng 163 Tomb I 5 Beni llasan, Baqr 1/1. 
North a,yl[, birds cm loWt!r register right, 

~•.§. - l'.::::. .~ 
A ~ ~ _A, z=tL ~ . ......_ ,, 

fig 164 Tomb IS B,,ni 1/1.1.1un, 8,1.,1 lll 
North uull, bird.1 on lower reguur left 
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The f,na, r 

f,sh1:11ne:n :i.ncl ,t a1' f " ,ng 

Ml l bo~m, .. n 

l,c ed to b 

P « h• p> , h• """ " , .,_, ""' of II , I>< mou f, oo < h" , , II ,., ''" "" d, ,,, , h• bou nm "'",", 

wh>W m•>• oo •""'"" <O "'"'' • pa,< of ,h• ,,.,,,,y, t~, "' "mp\, """" "'" ,,,m,d " 

,hough,\,,•"'" ""\.,d ,o n,oh, ,oco<d nflool b"d hf• '-""' mo« .,,.,.,k,bl• "' ,ho bm 

Do,<<> (1038) who eod,.,oo«d <o m"'F'" ,om• of ,h, .,,1><• wook oo ,ho• b.,d ,nd b>' 

P" o u og>, f =•' , hn lo, , " ,h,., m '", b, I", , o "" "°" , h, low·" "'"cl h,d '"ff, od b,dl 1 

How««, ,h, 01·• <h" who« ,h, ""'"""' w«• ,.,,bl• ,k• . "' m«m•IY wdl '""" "'' ,how 

"'" f,m,h""' ""h b,,d.fonrn' (I o;s.13. P' II • F,, 163 N 111 • I'<, \64) Th" ''""" <o 

"'''" N,wb<n i• ,o,nm<'" oo ,h, c,,d ,wd '"'""' dnw•••• wh"h h• fo,md mf,noo ,o ,h, 

humans 
D•"" fooo< ,h, \,,,., of ,ho W<' h,d b,<om• ,oofos<d ,.d """"""' bo< uy, ,hn <h'I' "'" 

ongm • \\ y m •Imo>< ro<f•c< P"'"" o,oo, mdo dmg • b,< du" o "" ""' Tho ,o\oo, w n • d" b 

b,owo.,h•pmk ""h <I" ooo oo ,ho dgh• , da,k« b,ow·oy-«d body. two "'""°' "' p«<o«d 

q•"' '""""ly ,od bo•h •P"'" "' mil P"""' " B•"' """" [1938 14 • f<g 165]. Sh• 

conW"" <h>< ,ho '"'" "" " P""' <• '"" ,wo ,,~• " ,f h• '"" m,kmg • ,<ody of ,h.,n. 

So,h '"'""'' "' o>u«ndy "" .,d ,hm bm " Bo0I Hm• m•Y b< ""'''" ( 1936 14) 

Fig I 55 Tvmb 15 Bl'fli Ha.sa11, Baqt 111 
N()rth utall, 1,,w 011 lower register le/1 

If comm•"' on , h" w • II hH boo o wmow• ha, do<" I•~ " " boco "" ho« m • p• ,,, ,o <0mb w o 

""'• ,o ,dd.,,oo ,o ,ho ,<yh,od mouh, , ,oul\y '°'""""""of P'"""'• '"" <o <h• ~""' of 

<io,-dmg ,ho dm«og• ,ho P"'''°" a<• p,opMing [S<h "''"" ngh• J Tho muodoc<io" of wh,< 

•PP''"'° b,e • g<""'" 0<0"holog"'' ,«o,d of ,ho lo,,\ b"d, '"""" wo moy b,e •~••• ,ho 

hobby of B,s< h,m, •If, o• ,ho""' who wu ,llow,d ,o add ,hm «co,d, ,o B,q<'• ,omb W• 

"' oo< ,ff,.d,d '"' '"""" """• bo< "-h,\, '" ""' "'''"' ,ho 'woAmg, pby,og ,od •Po"'' 
mo n f, • o ,., h><", , f ,.,,.,,ypod, , "m p\o> de, ,iopod o,o• • loo s po<iod, ,ho,o b1,d,, 

,no<le>loo,IY duwn ,od ,o,,<.-d, c,noo< b,e ,oy<h<•g bo< ,h, ""'""'" of ,ho '"'°'"' of '" 

,nc1enl Egypuan n~tur,1\i5t 
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mt m•r , end but this 

nd emarkab' 

10 3.311>) W Sl ENO Of THE SOUTH WALL \SH II Pl VII ■ FIG :H) 

lmmedi1tcly bclo..., the t p fr nc- a hne of hieroglyphs co1.•atns the usual ~I/• di 1L1u•I formula, 

invoking O.wu , \11ub1.S and Km11nn I.Dr I of I lcr:ir in respctt c.r perd=u offerings Along with 

Baqt's usuJI titles and the names of his parents, are added the title me,y Pt,Ji Solrar beloved of 

rrar Sok.,, and belo,cd of lus lord (the King) truly whom he praises, from day to day (BH 

II 49) There 1s no mdiQtion In this tomb of the 1dcnt1ty of the reigning monarch and this 

phrase has prob.>bl> become part of a formula However, the P1<:ih Sokar title 1s interesting since 

1t 1s largely auoc1ated v.lth Memphis, and may indicate th!:'. distnct or school from .... hich the 

srnh<- or supplier of th<" text has emanated This can only be coniccturc 

The wall itself has seven decorated rcg1stl'n but would seem to have contained eight There arc 

two figures of Baqt one uk.mg up all the reginers on the lef, accompanied by a (mutilated) 

hawk., and a smaller figure covering, with text, four vmblc, almost certainly five registers The 

large f1~re has staff and baton, the smaller staff and lotus 

The first three unbroken registers would fall under the head.mg of pre-inte ment, although the 

text around the large f:gure gives no md1cat1on of the 1,t1vmcs All that have beer. included 

textually arc the t:tlcs and name of Baqt Primarily from the top left 1s shown the transport of a 

sutue of Baqt in a naos, and the pro~ess1on auoc1ated with 1t Half way along the procemon 

ends, and a scnbc 1s shown listing vanous funeral goods, ornaments, weapons etc 

Thf' second r,.g1ncr departs entirt'ly from the previous theme and t'ntcrs into the stock-taking of 

oxen From the left, a scnbe reg1stf'rs the numbers, but 1ust beyond that motif is a scene of 

punishment where, accordmi; to Newbury a defaulter is being bast1nadoed (BH II: Pl Vll 

[Detail) • Fig I 6fu) Other defau\ttts arc being dnvt'n along, so if these are tax evaders, the 

man .,n the floor 1s not an 1solatt'd case n~s scene gives every indication of being tax collee11on 

wluch appears to r.1vc nothing to do with the hstlng of funt'ral requirements as in the top 

register. The h .. 1dsman leading the third animal, a cow, 1s shown walking as though crippled. 

Cnppled figure1 fotur,. m tombs at Meir, where they are rather more defined The figures at 

the C'nd of the 2nd regnter are preparing food for the cattle 

111e 3rd Register from the top repeau the stocktaking theme applied to asse, Immediately 

under ti,,. chastisement motif m Rt'g1)ter 2, women also feature under some sort of restraint 

The figure 1n the front being thrt'atened or beaten, holds • child in her arms, the third woman 

also partly cnppled, lca111ng on a ~taff, 1s supporting hersdf on the seated figure Perhaps they 

MC pl:'.t1t1on,rs for, or wives of, the men l-cmg brought along by the attendants (Fig I 66a) . 
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Rc-gisleu 4 b"'tween l ,. l\'I, B t f1 ires are pouea.,.. ork1r.g ~t whcds 4, poners al a kiln 5, 

and men nra,gl tenmg •oru .,.. d In (in tal .... orkers wergh lhe melal and clhers blow the 

furnace Bef re the smaller f I c f Baqt 'I\ Ith the lotus the h1ercglyphs state thal he 1s 

•watching the work of lhc fields Before him, the first halves of Rcg,sle~r\ 4,5, 6 and 7, should 

confirm this tc.xt Register 4 d es sho"'' a calf being earned and a co" 111d calf lx..ng led In 

Register 5 men arc bnngmg ~ad and live ducks and lotus flowers Register 6 u a marsh clapncl 

&eenc, and Regtstcr 7 possibly a fish nettmg seen!' Western halves of t~1csc registers uc 

cot ,erncd ..... lh a scnes of games A lar&" figure of Baqt once stood at the end of th,. ... all, 

prt-surnably watclung the gaml', The "watching fieldwork" capllon would be more Slllted to lhe 

usual •ptouglung, winnowing and storing gum" murals 

10.3.J(c) EAST E~•o OF THE SOUTH WALL: ENTRANCE TO SHRINE (BH II: Pl VI• Fig 1117) 

The puntings inside the shnnc itself were too defaced for Newberry ,o copy The east and 

south walls contained scenes representing lhc sacnf1ce of .in ox and men prcpanng various 

v1,anck A small alur, much mut1lalcd, stands •ga111st ,he west wall No formal offering scene is 

to be found in the main chamber but there would doubtless have been something of tlus nature 

incorporated in the shri:ic Newberry speC\llatc~ that the lost drawing, probably represented a 

vintage scene, a small part of which rema1-:s, and at the end of which 1s a tree with birds 1::-d a 

trap (BH 11. Pl Vt • [Drta1l] hg I 67b) 

On the left ot the doorway, in a partly cLv1dcd register, 1s a standmg man before whom is • cat, 

and an animal NC\, berry calls a rat but which has the hieroglyphic pn,,,, mouse (Faulkner 

1991.89), above ,t The hieroglyph is rrunus its dctcrrmnat1ve (Gardiner 1957· F 27), but the 

drawing was probably considered sufficu:nt. It is quite out of proportion with the cat but, as in 

the bird lists, the animals arc not a composite part of a scene. TI,e word baboon i'n (Fa.Jlrru!T 

I 991.11), is written ovu the babollns, and the artist has included two species (BH 11 Pl Vl 

[Det,111] • hg J 67u} The rnan 1s armed with a weapon of some kmd but there 1s no suggestion 

of• hunting s<'enc The t\<0 small h,c·oglyphs 1ust below the cat and mouse are possibly fr /1 
leap (Faulkner 1991 99), but they are indistinct. Registers 3 and 4 from the top are concerned 

with prcpanng various foodstuffs anc:1 confectionery, while reg1.ters S and 6, show offerings 

being transported With the exceptions of the animals, wluch have no apparent place in this 

theme, 1t would seem lo be an offenng mural in keeping with the entrance to the shrine 

19() 

' ' .: fllll , • 
~ \'.,. ,. 

• I 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



Fig 167 Jomb 15 Rem Hasan, 8uqt l .J.;t end 111 South IJ.,\.U 
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10 l lid) EAST WALL IBH It Pi V • Fig IU) 

Tut "a I ts c cs wnh the ex epuon fa sir. le clog u1troduced at 

the end cf the -th rec, tc left) There 11re Q rl'gistcrs of which 1-6 (from th,. top), arc fllled 

\\,th n,o hunctrted and t\\cnty g•oups of Mesders m as many att tudes (BH II Pl V Fig 168,,. 

Detail) Registers 7-9 arl' occupied ,,1th a battle sc.-:,e sl--,w1r.g .>ldiers attacl11ng a fortress 

There Is no text other than the U5ual l,rp I nswt fom1ula a pravcr for offerings and the names 

And mies of Baqt 

10.4 WAR SCENES IN THE BENI HASAN TOMBS 

The Egypt11ns never acquired a "arhl<e reputation per se, until the lancr part of the New 

Kingdom, although warl1!.: scenes of conquest ha,e been found since the earliest kings In 

addition to the famous :-:armeI palette on which the king is shown smiting an enemy (Fig 33), 

an ivory sandal labd \hows King Den smiting an Asiaw (Aldrec' 1987 86 Fig 49 = Fig 169) and 

a line drawmg on rocks near Buhen m Nubia shows the ccnquest of N,,b1ans and v1llages, 

pou1bly also 1st dy ,any King Dier (1987 86 Fig 50 = r,g 170) 

l-ig I c59 I SI ,ly11.L;l_ll 

K111g Oe,1 ,m11111g ,m 
A;1.ll10· hory L..beL 

F,g I 70 C'1t1,1ues1 of .Vuci.i,u Jrmn roch 
nt•ar B,J,..,, /Jr d,,1.i.,1y Kmg l)J'-''· 

War scenes arpear 1n pnvate tombs iust pnor to and after the establishment of the Maddie 

Kingdom ~orts included in war scenes of this p<'nod can be recognised as they are shown in 

elevn1on, not bas1call>· in plan ~s were tho~e of the Old Kingdom (Gaballa 1970 39) With the 

disarray in the monarchy after th<' 6th dynasty, and the advent of the anarchic penoci, rrany of 
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rh1d1 lw1r uo0rn .,_, "pro1ec1ive hd,ner, 
ult',mng g,irm.,,11 / .lye l lt•,Hhr.r 'T cnnb u/ 
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1ort sl ,, 1, tor 

• I 

graff' 

A lin • ~ rt and 

nd ca·ar3 a d .nng 

r trolle 1 yp1c1l 

Ke p s , n~tn. • n f p rt of the 

, pt' ~: the ba e ft c , alh , m! H t the 

1 ~1 F',g I Th" d :·1cult:, wd1 an) 1den: f1,auon of 

the war-11.. ,em t mb 15 Be11 Ha .an 1 ?~at l •ht: Intent n ,,as to prOJ<''-t a Nubi.rn fort, then 

t!.e combatants al' Egyp• 30 arc II rrect On t ,e t\wr hand, fort1f1cat1 ns "ere .. rected in 

the Delta in "luch c.ue ~iat1cs or Lib:,a'l wou d mou I,~ ha\ e been th.: opponents There 

1s no md1 1t1on :hat s-ich 'a•~e for• r,cat1 r .,,.re e,e• n":-ucted 1l .,g :he N,le 111 Egypt 1tsdf 

Unlike th<' scer.e ml ct mb • nt t" •, .- • mb "' er dot>s not parn.-,at<! Ji,J there 1s notl-mg 

to md1c HC :he or b n t :he seen,. 

10.5 TOMB 17: GREAT CHIEF OF THE ORYX NOME KHETY (Fig 173) 

10.S 1 ARCHITECTURE Gf' THE TOMB 

/ / // / ,I////// 
/ -<--------16---------'-"-'-► / 
/ 
/ 

O~ly ,we colur,,r~ m:.,ct - -o 0 
Door 

,I • ◄,., H 1h 

1-'•gr•S ◄m Q -Q 

0 0 

///// 
HC, 173 !'IAN OF TOMll 17 BEN/ ITA.' AN 

KJl[1Y 

E ,-. 

Similar to ,ombs 29 and 15 the facad\" of this tomb is cut into the s,Jc rf the ock \, 1th A large 

plain doonv~y leading ,o " rectangular chamber There 1s no shnne but the ~astern half ,s 

crossed bv t"o ro"s cf three quJtrcfod columns of the lotus-bud type N.:,,berry found t\\'O of 

these Hill mta,t :\rch11r.,ves runn,rg trans, erselv I') the a,1s of the tomb had h,croglypi,,c 

inscnpt;ons (BH II 62 Pl ~V\IIJ TL•• 1nscnpt1om son;e unf1rmhed, are conc~rned entirely 
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10 5.2 TITLES ANO STATUS OF Y.ETV 

Khet 

all the ~,ti s 1".dd 

D~e•t •·1d U(Jtd 

fr m hi, forh,,r's nam" d err \ nh th~• f h: 

I O re-corded 1i~ts of ffi .. 1 

R •khvt KJ111c"" L r f H 1r H 11h · L..1 
f ;-..: .. , 

H1,r,t1ng are rec reed 

~·-f\ 
JJJJ 

.~ , 
JVll.ll 

t 

( 
(\. !.. 

~ . 
I' 1.'\,.11 

t t ,., 'If t 

thr E 1 •e 

s •~ l 11 r 

I , f Hrn,r , d ~ k/i,r I' · rr of 

,. ...... t ... ~ .. ....... . -

~fiumi [11 l: \ 
l.1 I 

fig 174 Tomb 17 Ro7II 1 lw.1u11 , Klrcty 
il'esr 11\11l ,1or1/i sid,• 
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10 5 3 lH MATIC MURAL 

l'') D ti 

1 N rth 

1:, 

10 6.:1(•1 ~ORTH (NO OF THE WE T WALL jBH II Pl XII• Fig 1141 

TIIU 11d f ti e e tran l' T I • art al y c n p etcd but even s the mrtl1od of drawlllll 

the mar,h II e tremdy rude t doel h wever, follow the Old K ngdom practice of plaonK 

such scene\ al thee t a , Tt,.- ~rJ di ruu•r form11!.1 appeals to ,foub1.1 u doei the 

formula on th" South s 1e 

10.6.l(b) !,OUTH ENO Of THE WEST WALL (BH II: Pl XII• Fig 116) 

..... 
. i,i 
. or .. 

-j 
• ✓ 

~ 

--•1 

. 
lilf 

\ \ 
J Jig 175 /',rmb 17 llem I lw.1,m, Khtty 

Well uwl ,vuth 11.lt 

In r"gssters 4 and 5 arc l'1ght 5lups, four in edch register In , ~gi\ter , two men appear to ~ 
driving 111 • moonng post, su11&~t1ng lar,jfall of sornl' k111d, but the.e 1s no text, ,nd little detail 
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Thi port n c ther 1de f t f ,turc,- rq;uter and 

alt} 0\1 h b~d y def a UI' pr Vision of otferln 

10 & )(c) WEST ENO Of THE NC~TH WALL (DH ti Pl ,un• f/1,1 ,,., 

There" u d be little po n• m a1 otl-.-r thAn to co pare II w1tl1 •he \l rth w~II 

tn tomb 15 '"h h 1t s o· ely re en oles If •nytlung It 1Hather n re rude- than th• latter, the 

figures Ver) stiff and badl) drmn rt,: d~ert i.ccne 1, spa c-d out rather like an le n gr.aphic 

n:cord Uf interest 1s the continued m lu" n of m,thicJI .amnul the long-n rcked lt!o;, •rd ,rnd 

the " In ed bent 1og.-thcr " •h th .. .-1i1 • m:al They ha,e been ,ar ed as to position l,ut the 

ovcrall 11rrularitY "1th th,. orre ~ cLr.g ",11 m tomb 15 1s ,ufi1 lent to suggest eopytng \t the 

, .-ry dan11ged bott..,m of the pt ure 1ppean to be an 1ttt'mpt to rec,eate the btrda but no effort 

has been made to 1dent1fy tht!m and onl) a f,,.., rema n Khet) a d lus wife only appear u small 

figures on •~e n6ht of th" 4th register, stand1r 14 ma naos dra"n b) seHn men No '".suhu • 

figure 1s ncluded 

10 6 l(d) EAST ENO OF THE NORTH WALL (BH I Pl XIV• Fig 171) 

This mural n composed of a rnt,t ure of mli1ects Of 111tetc~t u: the srmll md1ndu1I p1<tures of 

traps (BH IV Pl X'XII), b,r.:h 111 a ,ont bmh and a w.lised ha,,k earl')1ng ,,hat appean to be Ill 

Khety hinuelf, with "1fe and th1 ee do111>, 1s shown 111 a conventtonal pose H1J wife, 

Khnemhotep, 1s "devoted to / {,11h1>r" but 1s not named priestess Khety has the usual titles but 

among the hieroglyphs 011 the Western and Eastl'rn pilaster, rlescribt-d by Ne" berry AS "fanciful 

and senu-corruc' (BH II 58), can l,e fo~nd "Mwest thou love m1ll1ons of groups of women" 

Also ht-tween the pilasters "e iind "he "ho performs [ the office of) captain of the host m every 

difficult place• Neither his father nor the previous tomb o" 1 re~ord th.is tttle, although his 

ia\ner may well hne held 1t The Ory" nome sign appears Oil the vertical line of ruerothphs 1n 

front of Khety 

10.5.l(e) EAST WALL (BH II Pl XV • Fig 111). 

Tim wall, so smular to that 111 tumb 15 lean·\ ltltle doubt that 11 w~, copied The ume number 

of wrestlers has b«-en mduded, and again t hert' 1s no repetition of attitudes Sho" n 111 dark and 
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I 

the "~ 

tom 

became .t lu 

p 1 ml 

n ..-y' If 

uldl: 

f,ht or b Id ft! e 

a ~ d \ t d t th<" usual • ,tics and pra) er 

d r • set t t recod h1\tOr) On 1.h.- other 11.\nd 

f the dee ut n al n<' Th<' l\ I e of fort m both 

H " vcr e eiulJhshed, per haps this 

me s, rt ct n,11011 It inay he 

•uggr ted ti ,ti the'.'.e "a ls e ons dered Ill g apht al a11,-I m, orp<iratt'd HI a 

theol gicai frame\,ori Tius '"'• be ui; ed later On the ther hand 1t "ould be d1H1cult to 

, 1sua 5e 1,1 them an ,cl,,al,1ect expect~t n f the hereafter 

It \\1II be I cted thM f,\C r~uters 't! \,er ngh• h111d 1e,~1on of the w111lar "all In tomb 15 

are mJS\IOg The ~rt st .:mplo, eel z t mb I~ has filled rhe space " th list\ of ofter\ngs, and 1t 

r.,a~ • that tomb 15 "u s1mtb•h de r tee a tr"ugh ti s l~ Ill no .\ ay an • oiferu I(" all 

10 5.3(1) EAST ENO OF THE SOUTH WALL (BH II. Pl XVI• Fig 179) 

This "~II coinpn~<'~ z. ,anet:, t.:.f sub)'•Cs non,. oh,h1ch dire1:tl) , .... fle ts an off.enn,: theme The 

men at the top (lef~) m thr I st ind 2nd •egt\lers \\Ould st-em to be con, trned ,,·,th gathering and 

pressing grap,:s but thev arc isolated from the rnam figures R .. g,steT 3 again ,hm,! a 

preoccupation "1th bird lift- Traps ,ue fairly car<'fully d<'p1c.ted and the l.Hrd or, the nght seems 

to ha\.C been caught m a noose Ti1e b1erog1) phs .,bovc the figure of Khet)' give l11s titles The 

nome sign 1s clearly \IStble There are also some hnnful h1<'roglyphs" (i3H I! 61) which 

J\.e"•bcrry translates as ·ente"mg first, go111g out last• Mustcwns pl.iy tn the register abo, e lus 

wife, and a dog stands at his feet Just before the head of Khcty, and standing m 1t~ own small 

register, is a hawk-headed monster which Newberry calls ,.J.: "e,inng a collar a~ 1f tamtc Khety 

wears a leopard skin the h..-ad l.)f the leopJrd v1s1ble on his breast Tl\15 1s a pnestly g,irm••nt and 

whether it applies to r..hctr, since he ,s not n.un<"d a pnest, er ,,·hcther 1t is a stylized m•Jral, 1t 1s 

not possible teo determm<" 

The pilaster m the centre 1s taken up with vanous games To the right, a large p,:ture of Khety 

,,ith staff and baton ~nd stancLng in the usual inspecting or watching pose, has three dogs and a 

baboon in front of him, and two typical d\,arfs named N,nnu .,m,d le11eb behind. Also behmd 

h1m stand, from top to bottom. th,! supenntendent of the 1, ash,ng of linen, an attendant, a 

sandal bearer and a man holcLng a sun-shade This sc~ne has no assoc1at1on with any of the 
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ar.- a ed • Tl t'St' arc not ro;al 

a post on a Grea Chit'f A sunp!t' procos1on 

pies r ter I the rt'IT! 1 der ..,f the "all 1s taken 

10 6 lHE 11TH DYNASTY TOMBS 29, 15, 11 A f BENI HASAN, 

/\It h a ne d..t r. s a,11,lab,. the dat o' tot b 14 which follo,.s poslmcly 

nfi nns the •PP" nt cit o' a I rnar h made by Amenemhet I at the begmmng of the 12th 

d,'Tla•t bs a e fr m bem after that cute 

The fact that t e, "•re a et e tat a I sugg.-su tht' pcnod of calm, ho,,e,er uncerum, 

" en the 11 • h d Theba , "ere taklll ever r.nd extendir: their cla,m to a umted country 

In t~ ase r tomb 20 me 
I 

cnced unslulled labour posstb, acc011nu fer 1u crude building 

ard embel 1shmcnt Al mah t~ to aftord bettf'I' is also probable, smce the tomb ltst:lf ~t:s not 

s et OP'J!e e B t e.rc be r.g no s "ns cf a shrine ha, m been ccmmenc ed Neither did 

Ne,,berry find tra o of \tatues um ~hc_r torr.h\ "he~e evt'n though they had disappeared. 

their past prest:nc • ,, as con armed 

:--:ot1ceabl.- m t'ach of these tombs 1s the lack of the large mush features embod}i"e th~ owner 

fish speanng and du k hunt1l'!g ,, h1ch ,>tre iamahar murals an Old Kingc!om tombs Also the 

offcnng rnuul\ \\ he·e the> exist, are s1mplt' and lack the usual overv. helming numbers of 

pa:1.1c1pants T}13t some torm of offennb mural was always mcluded 1s certain In tomb 15, 1t 

,, ould at lent ha,e been m the shnne Ho\\f!\t"r, if one compares the A 1 am.:.'.".! tombs at Mt:1r, 

"1th their repeJted offem,g ,, alls and their many statues, "1th the tombs of these Govt>rnors of 

the Ory'\ ' me the atte• must 1n the,r general construct:on, be found to be inferior 

Thf!Se are spt:ca!t,~ an tht:1r g~neral constructton•, be<ause "hile their o,erall appt:aram.e 1s 

much •nort: 11mplc than the nerage Old Kingdom tomb chapels they have a quality, lacking tn 

the latte,, \\ hich as a feature of the,t: lntemr Penod1M1ddJc Kmgdom tombs Spontaneity, 

e.'\ub.:rance and emotional impact abour,J an th"m Meir tombs also developed tlus 

chara,tenst1c, and ,,rule JU<1gement madt: from .an ar:.1,ttc: ~nd or techn1cal point of \1t:w may 

find some of the .irt-,, ork poor and of little interest, the tmrudi,ue impact must be one of 

mtensc ,1ul,t), the quJhW of the murals no1w1thstan,Lrg 
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tr l\ 

• ,i: Del1 ~ nd d-­

• the hJn tt"t'.r not 

stan e ar.d f at ire, ,~h )ct can arouse the most 

the cni- anc-l ma,;ni!t::ently sculpted 

· aya a d 6reathtakm~ in ts bcautv 1 ·h1ch h~s .ilmost 

n ti r than in its nrt1stt, perte 110n 

rr•st ••s 111 t rub:. :, and I h.i.c bi-en adJ dged stereotyped r.nd not part1cularly 

"" ! produced but mu has cart on f,gurt:S can drp1ct movement extremely accurately, so one 

ha1 the fr, 1 ng that hen, cne 1s looking at perhaps the earliest of strip cartoons, which could 

, ) l,(' brought 10 life 

at t e e I re :-.'add. Kmgdon t:,rnbs ~,iequ11tely proiect the pe iod ot their construction 1s 

nde111able f unct"rta r, st3b1!1t1, }et In a period when the niuntry was recovering from both 

!anm e anrl cte tru't1vc· ca, 1I "ar the) e\lub,t an attempt to retain the Old Kingd-:,m trad.t1ons 

"1thir tie ne" ly acquired frei,d.11"1 from roy1l monopoly 

fot tn0tt'S 

1 
t>.,ar1, v.rrt' much \Jh, .. .t In th• 6th ,ll'nJSt~ ,ind •Pr<·Jr 111 prnnnrwl tomb fn.i.,, that Ume. A clissic 

"Jllll 1.,. ,\ thr nrr"'p,, itr., • lxtwtt·n \he 1oun~ bth ..!yn•st, mL>nJr,.h r~p\' II and the explorer 

I larkh"' n h" r<t 11 1 , 'lut " n ,.....,rtmg lu~ ,, 4u1~1t1,,n "I J """' lllg r' n\' In the I Sth dvnnsty and 

th•, Jtt, T rrUm I , arh s, rm I !,,,\< I'<, "" ., hu,ld ,,It raftsmcn Spt'nhc. , \,·orkmg \\'1th go lei 
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CHAPTER 1 

fA Y 12 H YN rY T •,•B~ A MEIR ANO BE I HASA 

du ,,g 

\\ r " rt 

11 1 DA ilNG OF car. TE',1PORARY TOMBS B 1 MEIR, 14 BENI HASAN 

\ r rr e• d B and CUiied t t e r 6n cf 

p ;:ated fall't v t•ee cf the Pr nces of 

a ct f ~•er t M s ~.!EIR I S 

t r c,1 11 c•1p1on 

e tnc : les of 

w,t I tie 3t ine, the 

,, e b~ ·s n t Ra a, J 

Nn ne s a.so recorded In 

e 1t s3vs th • t e ;,: r g r · cd Kh mh tep ~ ... pr n 

I 

-. 
,J 

I" rch 1011 h 

e ha::! re t'red t e g (BH I Pl XLIV fit: 1 I D t 11/) 

I ,g I ~ J I 111l / ./ llt-111 I/ l ( 111 f.h11 • .,11haret• fa,cripwm 
I m I ~•, ,e 111,/ 1111,'S of Khu,•mh,,tep l 
I HI< 5 t 1r1, '<,he$ ,if ,4mnwm/.,•t I 

p 

n a rw nemh tep and his grandson Khnemhct<P 'l ol 

pt " ar l: t't'r nd t on m tne bttl'r tornb ,, h·h re• 

hment of h s g· ndrathcr as :ornar h of the 

ee .i.,r J x I r e ealog1 al tree 

. ·_ --=- ' ·. . . . . . ' ! 
' ' . 

. • ' . . 4 I ". 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



. 
~ 
I 

11 2 TOMB B1 UKH HOTP'S SON SENBI, NOMARCH OF THE 14TH NOME OF 

UPPER EGYPT (MEIR I Pl I - Fig 182) 

Se 

.... 
< 5m 

w 

J 
"':,r'-. N f 

l lG l 2 I I.\ N 01· H '.\fB Bl ,\11:11< 

H f rt f I .th C: nasty Pr nces of Cmae about \, horn \, e have some ,nf'lrmnt1on 

.: of his fat er Ukh-hotp 1s recorded, Senb1 himself" as followed by sons 

who c nt nued to hold off ce \!Ol1l the monarch) of Senwosret II Their tombs 

also hem 1he necropolis of M 1r 

1be..r cit} of Cusae now pombh under a modern to1, n "u the capital of the nomt'. The name 

of their principal delt}, /1-.rhm freque:,tl} occurs in t1,c necropo!i~ usually as .\11,rresl ,4 C11S.u 

11.2.1 ARCHITECTURE OF THE TOMB 

111s tomb the new hem. ,'-'St ot the dccont,.d tomb cl arcls of the 1 Z• h dynasty nomarchs 

rompnses a smgle, almost square rocl..-he,, n chamber l.tttle rema,m of the entrance but so far 

as can be seen 1t ,. as plam, ,, ,th a \\Ooden door The entrance 1s from the East and a niche 

"iuch d ubtless cor.amed a statue of the dece3sed, Juts cut from the "est \1 all farn1g the 

doon, n\ An u11usu I feature ot this tomb , the •f r.iach t" the statue ruche, wh1,h 1s :1lightl> 

1,ider than th, doof'\,.I) and 1~ sunk below tl,e le,el of the 11-ior chamber forming a wide 

mastaba or l:-.-nc:1 on either side (~IEIR I :? 1) At .a l1ttle more than a metre from th~ thrc,hold 

the lpproad1 s rais<'d ab ut i m b, t·,, c st"ps an;l fin ,lh enrl.s 10 another vcf\ shallow st~p 

TI1e~ north south and cast ,,alls ""re de orated m fo,,r reguter1 JbO\'" a black d.ido ,urmOL:ntcd 

"Ith a border or blue red and It 1101, lu es The b~ kgro,,n of th.- relief~ "u <Urk grey or 

md,go ~gatmt "luch B13 kman comments that the br ghth colo•.,red figures and hieroglyphs 

must h•ve stood out bolrl \ in ple~\ing contrn~t (MEIR I Zl) 11 ecol •un of the tomb mu,als 

21 
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rnagmes \ a t rl'T'..11,ty 

100111 

n 1derable ,1m,- to con truct and 

ed It ,,N,ld ha,e been :he duty of 

t t 1at mam of these : mbs are 

1 h c! 11 the d ~th of :he o,, ner 

de pl~m the existence of so 

r t a depth ot 

11 :~ s uth east corrcr 

t t a I omt ,,a found 

,tcnsl\c 1,1 and 

e be t lee' 11 •na are 

11 2 2 TITLES Ar.o STATUS OF ~E~.BI SON OF U► H-HOTP 

tr 

H,- 1 also a J_r.1-pr n e, an appou,ted tit•,. Bldckm•n 

b t ~, pnn c o curs "L,:re th<' O\\ ner ,s not a 

d Lv ;-;e,, Lcrr. 1s pref<:rrcd 

S ipu1 te d t I Pn !1$ ait l Chief Lee tor the 

:I e Hon urt:d ne but 

b " c-, •cd E1~l,t 11:I 

1 ea I t r ,nd ar ti r a , "' 

II \\ • 

d nden , 

• I 

,. 
I , 

' ' . . ' 

<II 
I 
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1 2 3 HEMA I M RA 

1 I •I T ART CU A 

• I believed tr t 

fr 'Tl ~!en his a ne" 

6 of the 12th dynmy The 

'""~rl,cr,•r'. a st, e o• tier O\, n h;,ratten ed by n remark ab e 

.,,,, .nd vegetable forms (.\IEIR I 17) nus art, at m 

een m the t\\o t, mb chapels BI and B2 at Meir (see 

84 " le th• te hn1que ts perfect the murals are executed, except for one 

!l s nc; m the ordinary though very finest 12th d,·nasty stvle 

n ,omb fres e take ti e p'a e of scu!pture But Blackman ,ays that they are frescoes of a 

\ er,; remar able nd t c art ts di p avmg an extnordinal') appreciation for, and an ab1l tv to 

re esent at fe 

11 2 l(bl WEST l'NO Of THE, o•nH WALL I MEIR I Pl II• Fig tlJ) 

Ths "a ras rn di t : scene t e i-J)('I' a rel g1ous cerem r, (f,g 11?3 ,) and the lo" er a 

marsh s enc (I ,,r I Jb The tier has been illustrated here becauH• it 1s a ra:-t1cularl} good 

I!: ample , ume ar. t e pre ntat on ot the luppos Other\, se the 111t•reH m this ,,all lies 

~m , m t e f rs: t , register 

Se..'lb1 stanru on the en ~nd side "lule a ste\,ard offe-rs h m .\/,....,., necklaces "for thy K.,,", 

follo" ed by g rls h dmg u rm Se, era such neckl~,es appea· tn the register A harper plays 

and girls smg m I e se ond register the latter holdmg out the rat:l<'s, menats and mtra uymg, 

"the .\lenats of Hathor ~\istress of Cusae• 

The offerings cont1·,ue \\'1th variations on the 11.ithur theme, "that she may sho,, thee favour, 

thl: she may prolcr.;; thy life! unto th<' years thou desirest• Just behmd the harper a man offers 

loa,es of b•,.ad the tor.g, ,, th "hich he has rf'mOvC'd them from the O\C~n dangling from his 

hanru He sa\, 101 th>· Ka tl·.e s,w,.bre~d of Hathor· 

Tht'.'re 15 little doub th,1t dt-p1c1ed ts an attual ceremonv rel.ni,e to the //,Hi. r cult Elad-.man 

de,ote5 Sl"\!'ral pages to 1dentif>mg aspects of this mural \\1th known ceremomes of I l,11h,,r 

(HEIR I 2:-26), and a s1rmlar dep1ct1on of the attitude of the danc:ng g,rls b.!forc Senbi 1s to be 

found m th!' Tale of S1011he 1 (Grapo,, 19.,2 9S ~'3 Excerp .. / 16 / 54) 

The s,ene Is that m "ruch Smuhc broug! • belore the k.ng exclaims "Here I am b,.fore \OU 

Lite 1s )O 1r ~lay !us ~I. est\ do dS he" shes' (26 2••4) The ro,al daughten then ent<'.r an-1 

S,r uhc ts tntr duced to them and to ti Q11e .. n The st I') cont11:11es \, ,ti the 11 .rli r 

222 
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The ne • 

f 

a be a 

.,~ 2J2 

97 

I 1g l 64 :.x rp: Jr n '"in•Ji 
I la:1111g b, 1,gh1 u,alh thl:'m 1lu:1r mnu,rs r,111/t!, ,mJ suit i" 

N ft' tlu: l 1erm111,WL ,s 

c •rca: h m t mer y on S,nuhe "He made :he 

ta 

n 

cs 

J• C 

s all ri : pale Eves 

crc1d He 

1--t c•s Li ~ :hc1m 

Herc \\C ha,c :. c •llS u .{ t• f r the Hath , mural In: e ,ords of thf' c,t "That she mav 

sh \v yo,. fa,our The \\&sh :ha: /{,uii r should prolong Senb1s h:e, links the ccremon>· :o the 

h\,nl! •.,hi!c the fa,our bes:o\,cd bv //..1h r .s doubtless to cnsur.- his acce;,tance and 

grat1hca:1on m the nc•l:,.:f\,or d mt.~h as :he king rcce ''-'S S,m.he back into the ro>·al co1.;rt and 

heaps hono rs t oon h rr- In m dcrn : •ms t 1s J 'blc!S~1r:g md an af' rmat1on of his "on hine s 

to acquire e:crnal lite 

H Hl,ors pric t 

rca n r h1'i cx~e 1..-n cm his life: :•1c par:1cularh an his r le as one oi 

Th,. s enc 1s c rt n ed a r ss tht' ,,2,1 d m the .-r•r ,l dc~1c:s , fest., al cf /{,11!: r 

The North end Is almost "here peor, care ,r \ d,n1, n semer: fr themsehes ,,mi Sc'! 

t tally destro~ed The re t ': ,. : •cg •er ,s •dame •.:, the bur.al ,: elf It con:ams the 

ecu • est 1 :mg .,nd se, cu: m ~mg the sa,copha .s of Senb1 

g n f ,I gs ne , ,n C..'I: ellt'n· example oi 

.. . ' ..-'. 
~ . . 
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11 2 l( I EA 1 ,VA H " 
g f SC f 

of 

f ~u pment, "'uch are 

an np e dagc shape rather hke a 

a\c bee n de f lea•her and appear\ t be smular 

Spr d ,rr a ter t e artist hu e ab e to introduce ,anom dcser-

e nto rs H C\Cr t ca lu,r n t rotl cab y been reduced tn su.c from top to bottom 

whch would have .u!:fCSU:d ~en.pc t,e The hare and hcdgd g bottom left, seem to ha,e 

become a norm.al mclus!On m ~hcse desert scenes The· hare has been g,,c.-n natural runnmg 

mage legs thrust ut behind 'o myth! a animals such ,s arc to be lound m the Bem Hasan 

tom!» ha\c been 1n 1ded and pcrhap t s 1s S}mptomat c of the n•tur.iltst1c approach of thrse 

artists 1 he top of the murol adh d.11mgcd but from the smal piece rcma1n111g "ould seem 

to have been an cftenn scene with the !rad.tonal table loa,es and f«t of a seatl'd figure of 

Senb1 1ust ,u1ble 

11 2 3(d) :iOUTt1 WALL (MEIR I Pis IX, X, Jll • Flg 118) 

This\\ hole "all n a trad.t o'\a at tie and ffem il ~ccne O I the top of the "est side Senb1 sits 

at a table of offenr.gs before! "h ch attendants are \laugl-.tcnng Jn ox, "lule a priest, embalmer 

and k:iechng lec:~c.a confirm ,he uneran t em~ me ofbcasa mostly ca!tle 11re ltd townds 

him by a tnbcsmar., "ho B,ackman says 1• Ham.uc and pr.:ibMbl1 fr;,m the F.astetn Dt.:sert (Mt:IR 

I 291 The collectl\ c r ame for these people 1s de,a" ,, lu, h 1s used t!,ro 1ghout lie IS quit'" 

d1stmct,ve, ,, 1th 11 l::mg str 1ght uose Lt :• moun~ch .. and "hi,ken and tu,ted beard "!h~e 

herdsmen ~rpear m SC\eral of the ~lt'1r \ombs Th-) are ah,~n sho"n emaciated, m contra t 

\\1th the Eg)pt14ns This ma) ha1c ~en ti ctr natura, ph)s1,1uc er co11ld suggest that they hJ,e 

been cmplo~cd at" tarnt' ,,hen their o"n her 6 had b•cn dec1matccl b>• c.rought and they \\C'• 

fac,ng stanat1on The t\\ lo,,cr rc-g1s:cn sho\/ S-:nb1 "s;_~tng his cat tle, >g •In l:.emg led bv a 

Beia, not onl) el? a ..it"d ~: r.ppnrc-nth c1 ppled • Abo, c S,•1161 t! the us:Hl ~rp ,/1 11.>u•r formula 

"h1cl, Blackman bcl1c\~S au at~.s :he "seeing" seen<' "1th t!-c- pro\ls1on of toed for t he 

here.fter 

Siner t us formula appears so man\ 

docs not nee es ar ly mea. ti .it \ 

cue "ould seem more , t 

n a , •r et· 01 c 1 ~•"'s 1n tl ~c tom\», iu pre,ence 

,, e1 1concgr.,r,~ r, ~nci 1n tlus 

\It 

" ... . 11 .._ • • ~ • ◄ • • • • ' a 

• . . .,. . ' •. f • • . ' . . : • . • •, • •.. 
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11.3 TOMB 14, GREAT CHIEF OF THE ORYX ~:OME KHrJEMHOTEP l(Fig 187) 

[/, / / / / 

8 

7 
I ,___ 

.. 

~ 
' 

"" ◄o 
,., 
co 

~ -!rstr y :l ·O 

JIG /,:,711.\~ <>I /0\1/! /-1 IlLN/ HA~.1~• 
f,111 \l/1011 P / 

11.3.1 THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE TOMB 

S m1lar to the pr \I u: Bem Hasan : rr s th : nb f Khne'1 ho,e:> cut int :he ro k :ace 1s 

fea: reles w,t'1 a l3rge piam door\,a\ SH I Pl XLIIJ The •lmosi squ•re ma'\ chamber 1s 

dJ\1dc::! at th"' c1s: end by t ,o lotus bud col~1rnns surmounted bv a plain ar :ra1e runm:ig 

tra1ersely to the axis oi the tomb The ila: e ling 1s cambered to form a ,c•\ t'.i: a,.-:h The 

tomb cor: ta ned t 1, -nurr p • s 

. (.,_ . 
·.. . 
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11 3 2 TITLES A•~o STATUS or KHNEl,'HOTEP 1 

,er r \ 
me: f pp<'r Cg) p and 1).i-prmce of the to\, n 

t ti s n addiuon to a rd1g ous one \\'1th the excep~1on of 
Me ,t Khufu e S«' eral 

,pa I ered1tary pn c.e "~ch t e pre:, 1 us Benl H nan tomb owners did not claim, his titles 

arc smul.ar I-> thr n .J:u btl\ (Trenur<"r ofthc King of Lo"er Egypt), Conf1dt"nt1al friend of the 

g True rop ac uJ ntancc: Great Ch cf of th,. Oryic Nome, lu-pnnc~ of Menat Khufu, and 

three !"gal utlcs He \\ ho ts tn the chamb~•. "He "ho t'"longs to the c11y of Nekhen•, and 

"Ch cf of the c. tV of :-:ekheb He also cl.ums to br "Superintendent of the Praesu" (no 

\rt1cular c:\ivmity dc:fined} 

So reprcscni,uon of any di,'11Ut)' was found in the tomb and pray,.rs are only addressed to 

Osiris and;\,u,bu Other dc:1t1cs n.imeJ in mscnpt lons are, llorw, "\\'1thm Hebnu" and "Smiter 

of th"' Rthyt", Khn11rn / l«h, Hat ho, Lidv of Neferus" and/ fa1h,1r "udy of Nekhen-bu", There 

1s another title, (not dcfinc:d) "h1ch probably has something to do with 1/athor'l title of "The 

Golden One• smce the nleruglyph embodies the "gold" 11gn 

His father 1s unk.no\,n, hu mother "as a lady named Baqt (a str.ange anomaly that both male and 

female could ha,e the ume name) He was married to Sat-a? an "l'<'•pnnccss and had a son 

:S:ekht and a d.iughter Baqt 

The I n~cnpt1on mentioned abo\'e ( I l l), "ill be referred to ,n depth in the tomb of his grandson 

Khnemhotc.-p II 

11 3.3 THEMATIC MURALS 

The pa1ntmg~ In this tomb ,, !!re originally bold!)' drawn and the work itself bears • close 

·esemblance to that in tomb 15 Beni Hasan \Vhen Newberry examined them, however, they 

were much faded and could only be 1dent1f11d with great d1ff1culty 

11.l.l(a) WEST WALL (BH I Pl XLIV.14) 

The uppt>r half of the south side of this wall earned the Historical lnscnpuon. Traces of a 

boaung scr could be discerned on the lo,.cr half but they were too badly cl.imaged to copy 

The 1,ppt>r half of the north side shows traces of women, and m the left hand corner the remams 

of a false door ,, 1th three painted but much mu,1lated capt10M One gJ\'CS the ~tp ,li 1Lru•t 

formula to O,ir1> the other to Arwhr and the third, the prayer for offenngs
5 

for the deceased 

,~ ho 1s said to be devoted towards I forw Smiter of the Rekhyt 

11 33(b) NORTH WALL (BH I Pl XLVI • Fig 1H) 

The hieroglyphs at the t ... p of this much cl.imaged wall give the u5Ual ~Ip di n.,wt formula and 

1ncludc: both (J,1n, and ,\,whir Th!! wall appt>ars to have been con,·ent1onal, with a hunting 

228 
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th.- three folio\\ mg rc-g1stC'l'S .ire 

Kl err. tep 1s n t sl "n se 1ted, but su nds 

\,h1 h he- ts sad t be "seeing ,arioU$ act1v1t1cs 

crn that Khnemhotep ,, as born 

h1 Id arc shown to the nght of the mural 

. m~ J. "'~ - ~-11 

' . " \:':\~ ~ t ~1 .. J) ' 
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j ~· \ ...., J 
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I 1g / 88 '/ umb 14 lfr111 I /asan KJ111nnho1ep I t-:ar1h _uJI 

11 3.llc) EAST WALL IBH I: Pl XLVII • Fig 119) 

So mutila:t'd \, ere the murals that only fragmcnh could be traced The!>.: art' \hO\, n 1n F & 189. 

Fortunately the\ art' some of the most interesting and mform,uvc in th,s. tumb Th.- •val! 

conmtcd of six rcgatcn m the first three of \,htch, (not illu.trated), wreden app~ar in a 

variety of atmudes, whi:e the bottom ro,vs (shown [m part] fig I 89} soldiers are f1ghtmg and 

attacking a fortre\s alth,:,ugh the latter 1s not included in the 11lustrat1on Again, there Is the 

apparent link bet" een tht' wrt'stler, and tht' nuhury tht'me Although 1t is not pomb!c to sec 

the type of fortren in tfm mural, at last , ,,e have an mdicmon with regard t:> the site of thl' 

action At the south end of the fourth 1cg1ster a group of foreigners (jig 189 cen1re), identified 

as Libyans uc sho" n bcmg led by an Egyptian superintendent The detail 1s quite positive and 

two of the f1gu. ~s, copied in colour, arc to be found m BH I XL V They do not appear to be 

combannts, and possibly reprf'~ent nomadic peoples caught between the adversaries 

Neverthelc.s, 1t suggests the Delta area and 1f this represents an engagement in which 

Khnemhotep or his trocps took pdrt against invaders from Lib>·a, 1t may well represent the 

services rendered to Amcnhemhct I for \,hich Khnemhotep was made ~-prince of Menat 

2.29 
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11 3 3fdl SOUTlt WA l 

11 4 lHE TOMBS Bl MEIR SENBI AND 14 BENI HASAN KHNEMHOTEP I 

\\ II 

I a •l 8 

a1aI C' the t m of Khnemh 1,•1 I\ , nular to the tl1re.­

Ha a , an contra l the torr,u f !>r11b1 at r-.1e1r sho,H a 

111111..-d d,der n fr n •h.- ul I K r:g I n torn!» ,\I ilnd t\2 of tha1 11Nropolis In 11\ 

construct on • th ugh II , iarC' the:: s,inple onc•d1amler design of I mb I 4 Bc111 Hasan, the 

I mb of Se1 L, hu the• Id 11011 of• ,utu 1 , Ir- and th•· som1.'"' h~t 0116 nal d1.•s1£n of thC' slightly 

\'oc- i path t then de "1th sides ff')emlil ns m•stab.t bt"ncl C$ Cert unly 11 e,h1b1u none .,f 

:}, opulenct' of the e,panded tomb ,hamb rs of the othe· I\\O r-.le1r tvrnbs, although no 

attention sttms t hH.- b~e I Sf r.-d m th " rl,. on the murals 

Ho\\t"\rr ,d1 le si. n ural, o. ould be &lC,.rtAll\"'d 1n ton,b 1-1, l•rgcly folkmcd the ,tanc:L.rd 

mur~ls an tht' otl t'r tomli \,,th, cont11 unt1on of the "restlers ar.d "ar scrn,•s from tombs 15 

and 17 ,.nbl\ tornb an !,-ir, m11oclu mg ,,hJt must bt" con•,der.-d 1111 o,~tl\C' material, locuH.-d 

on a rd,g1ous ratl.,·r tl"n a uicu' ,. them<' 

None ..,f th•sc t .,rnb , •• f.i, u c n br nccrtatned, had o, tr:arge nm sh sc t11cs a1 O(cur m some 

of the Old l\111i;do1 tomb . or art' tl,cre <'.\tt'ra1H' \\Orkshor murals C<"rt•ml) tht ,anous 

"01~1hop actl\11101 ~ dc-pact.-d but ,n the mam they art scattt'red and~ f•r i;reatcr cmphn1> 1s 

placed on offrnni;s and tlir , <11101H cat le handlmg s, C'lll'S that acc.,mp•ny t~ est 

Each tomb fi.i, a j'Mt1 ul.rl, penona! upcct In St"nb11 to111l, 11 15 1!11• North "all "here tl,t 

terrmom a1,d ft'stl\ 1t1.:-s ;:if I /,,1Jw, ,rf rl1tterc11t fronl 111)thmg fuund m the Bcnl H1u 1 tomb, 

Tnat the) rencct the strong/ /,,1/i Jr cult "l11d1 flourished 111 Cuue 1s ,ertam The) 111 roJuce • 

local di\ers on Into uandArd (powol, ,\1cmplute) niatc-ml, 111 us, prior to tht deH1.,pme11t , f 

the Cus.t trad,uons 

Thi' 1ntroduct10• of rd1g.ous c.-re11,,>111ts, ether thJn purd) funtruy rites, 1s perhaps a sttp on 

the road to,,ud\ the 18th d)nauy prol,ft'r.111011 of go.ls and goddes.cs " : 1ch f1llcd 11t tombs of 

the ,,r1lthy, am! ,,l11d1 t'ntt'rt'd, \\1th tl,nn, tht" rNlrn of the under\,orld There arr no such 

unJ:n, orld scl!'nes 1n these' ~liddle K1ngd:m tomb,, and the m110,at1ons ,, c see Ir<' l,ugtl~ 

directed to"uds pl!'rso11,1I con t"tn> Tim also accounts for the lacl,. of u111form1ty 1,1 thr 
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1 Newberry 11y, tht p1111ttd and mouldtd plaiter work m 84 illustntu the tnl'IS1tlon from reLcfs in actual 

strJnt to pui,: p1mung In ,mipn-a (MEIR I. 17 Nau 2). 

2 A. t.n:nd towm:ls 111tur1li.sm possibly vdubittd 111 the biros of Tomb 15 Bcni Hasan. 

> Llchthc:m (1975:235 Nott 22)· 'The prizlcesvs hold out the emblem• ucn!d to Hathor and pcrfofT'l a 

cuemnniJl danct and 1 $Ong Ill wluch thty beg I fuU pardon for !ilnuhe Sec also Literature of Ancient 

Egypt (cd Sunpson) 1973 72/73 

Parlunson (1991) subtitled "Anthology of Middle Kiiigdom Writmss", lists the Tau of Sinuht under "The 

intcUcctual ~emnc of cosmos and State", railing it "one of the supreme masterpieces of Egyptian 

literature. For text and trarulabon Stt Lichth,·un (1975) and Crapow (1952). 

' For i.rul1vidutl figures, uccrpu from thr murah, sc- A.ppcndll<. 

• Newbeny tills thcst offerings "pt-rchm," (BH 153) Faulkner (1991 :91) pvcs prr-~nu, Invocation 

offerings, later prt•r arw Cr p 172 Gird111cr (1957:S65) prr-~r,AI (O:l) Invocation offferings, Lt a 1oing 

or sendinf forth of the voice. 

1 It is prefcnblc to use "trad1\1on· rather than 'school", bec1usc t.hc former b &enerally apparent whereas 

the uistrnce of a school, however prob.able, can only be speculation until confirmatory evidence II 

found 
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CHAPTER12 

12TH DYNASTY TOMBS: SENWOSRET I • B2 MEIR, 2 BENI HASAN 

\h /Mh1•1 u,ere l,,, L, m ll 1he1r o esrc,,1 
sous and .ee,J OJ priml'tW OTl<!.I 

,wble. of 1/1,, / i r,r d.n• 
Stela of a Cluef Pm:st, Abydos 

12.1 DATING OF THE TOMBS MEIR 82 AND BENI HASAN 2 

Tomb B2 at l\lc1r "u built for Ukh-hotp, son of Senb1 of Tomb BI \%ile the tomb 1uclf 

conums no pos1t1\e d.itmg cartouches of 1\menemhet II occur m the tomb-chapel of another 

Ukh-hotp, thought to be his great-nephe", which makes 1t probable that Ukh-hotp son of Senb1 

11\ed during the reign of Senwouet I Sm,,. he held the tttle "Great Chief of the Atef-nome· 

(:-IEIR II Pl XII ), 1t mun be a~sumed that hewn nomarch c,f the 13th as well as the 14th nome 

of Upper Egypt 

Tomb 2 at Ben1 Hasan \\BS nude fo, Amenemhat (or Ameni), a nomarch of the 16th (Oryx) 

nome of Upper Egypt Hrs term of off"" was during the re,gn of Senwosret I, confirmed by the 

name of tht- king appcuin~ lll the tomb m • b,ograph1c1l tt-,t "h1ch records the aµpomtment . 

Although he pouessed one of the mon in,posmg of the tombs at Beni Hasan, Amenemhat, while 

cla1m111g to be an 1',P.t (hereditary) as well as • ha-(appomted) pnnce, does not record his 

parentage, nor dolls h~ seem to havl! beeu m the h,1e of succemon m the f11ruly of Khnemhotllp 

I All that 1s kno"'n of lus fam,ly rs that his mother WIS Hllnu, whom he claims WIS of noble 

descllnt, the daughter of a h..1 ,prmu From the biogr1ph1c1l text, his office has 111 the earmuks 

of bemg held by preferment of 1n off1c1al the klng wished to rl!ward for services rer -i 

Whether he prev1ousl} had ar,l connection "1th Beni Hasan 1s not rnd,cated 

12.2 TOMB B2 MEIR: SENBl'S SON UKH-HOTP, NOMARCH OF THE 13TH AND 14TH 

NOMES OF UPPER EGYPT (FIG 190) 

12.2.1 THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE TOMB 

This tomb chapel ts 1,p11atc-d by on!\· a compararnely thin part1t1on wall from that of his father 

Senb1, Tomb Bl S1milu to the latter tomb, but with a much shortl'r sunken pathway leading to 

• statue niche T"o mumm) pits or burial chamben from bet"een \Orn to 12m deep wt:re 

found, but cont1111,d notlung or 1ntere~t and were filled m The roof, supported on two pillars, 
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IIG 190 l'IA/\ OP lOMB B2 MUR 
UKH-IIOlP 

12.2,2 THE TITLES AND STATUS OF UKH-HOTP SON OF SENBI 

Recess 

It is appropriate here to draw atten'lon to the name Uki1-hctp .-\s pointed out previously, the 

dc,ty worshipped at Cuue, pnnc1pal to" n of the 14th nome was / {,,thor. An obiect associated 

with her worship" as the sign 11 ~• {ukh) Thas s,gn developed a number of var1at1ons, appearing 

in four different fcrrns m the I !:1r chapc!s (:-.1EIR II Pl XVIII• Fi.~ 191) 

Used as a de:erminarne in the Old Kingdom when 1t was alwap written with consonants, by the 

~l1ddle Kingdom 1t h~d become a word-sign in itself (MEIR I 3) Colouring suggem 1t was 

pombly made of wood w11h two feathers beneath wh,ch, in one form, 1s a solar disk between 

t\,o pendulous urae1 It was pombly a wand or sceptre Several of the M<!1r nomarchs included 

the Ulrh in their personal names 
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I ,g IS I V ..iriants u1 ; :,. -'Mh •ign from 
tumb, DI, 82 and 84 1,1, , 

Ulc.h-hotp of Tomb B2 wu an e,r...i•pnnce, a l;a·P· ir,u, Confade11 ul f nf!nd and Treasurer, all of 

which titles we-re held by his fathei Ulc.h-hotp h.-\ the title Pne • (~m-n{r) which Blackman 

suggests applies to the son of one who acted in the same capacity for ,•,erly. Ulc.h-hotp was also 

Supenntendl.'nt of the ?nests of I fathor, Mistress of C1:ue. 

Sho,, n m hg 192 1s a condenH•d vernon of the dppomtn.ents h~ld h>· L,ki hotp taken from 

MEIR II 2,~ w. t h, m addition to fourteen attributes distnbuted throu~hc.t • the murals and 

texts, give some 1d<"a of the importance accorded to exhibiting 1'1•, e facet. ,,! t l.t! deceased in 

the1e private Middle Kingdom tombs The t1tles ,,pa-prince an<! ~1 ;,-i"'ce, singly or togethe, , 

appear no less than fourteen times Listed also is a wife, Thut-hotc,, a J • son, Senb1 

The range of dinn1ties 1s larger Osiri.i and Anubis are associated w 1d, the offenng formula, 

Thoth is named. pombl)' due to Ukh-hotp's title 'Scnbe of the God's Book', Horus (Lord of 

Mankind), I /,11hnr n \!•mess of Cusae, Mistress of All, and Mi~trf!Ss of the Two Laods S,/ch,1 

the marsh goddess, also called The M1stres~ of Sport, the gods who are m the necropolis, the 

Gm.it [nne..id wl11ch 1s in Heliopolis, and Ulch. ln addition there is the Northern and Southern 

I 1ft rhis is a word associated with shrines, a statue niche, and a wx for ushabtis but Faulkner 

(1991 33) does not show the hieroglyph with the same deterrrunat,ves as appear on the South 

wall of this tomb 

A few priest~, off1c1als and servants are listed but surprisingly enough his wife is not s'iown as a 

Pnestess of 11..irhor as one might have expectc-d. 

We do not find "Captain of the Host" m any of the lbts, either as ,1 title of Ukh-hotp himself or 

an offioal, nor does a military scene accompany any of the wrestlers, of wluch the groups are 

very few m comparison with those at Bem Hasan. 
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F,g 19.? Tomi, \ • 1 .f i,1/ Tit/,• of L'kh,hotr 

~2.2.3 THEMATIC MURALS 

The fragmcnun. nature cf manv .:,I the murals docs not !l:c" ·opying of .-nt1re walls In t his 

tomb, thcrdorc 1l!us:rat1ons will h, c.ncent atcJ on those m..1rals or p1.-ces of murals which arc 

p~rt1cularl·; rdevant to ~his d1uertat1on 

12.2 J(al NORTH WALL 

Scenes are sc-i lptured and ue char.1 · tens11c .:>t the realism ot the Curnc craft,mcn of the first 

half of• • I~ · n dy,,JSt) At the West end, Ukh-hotp stands with his wife ,vatchmg '"rcs:lers 

and serva•n or n~tng food offerings In the centre of the mural. Ukh•hotp 1s with his wife, he 

sitting on i 1nd she smiling 1.1p at h,m They are being cntert 1incd by a f1au :1st, a harpist, 

and a singer •," rei:s his he act on one hJnd and gernculates "1th the other Both he and the 

harpist are bli !~p1't-!d by their ,.,cant faces and half-dosed eyes In keering with their 

Z3o 

. J., • ·. ·, , .) . 

... ,.. . ' 
I ._7 • • , . "),,,, 
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de 1 

among the r~t 

1,nfm1shcd a p ct 

hb 

ne (MEIR II Pl • 

a•c a .-ed to fa e the lad~ 

"ards her ' Ncte the finger$ of 

s r e• n lorr 3 Rem Hurn (F,g /:?) Th-, 

a d Blackman rcn arks that $, h a scene has no placr 

attic {B , I crdsman , ppvrus gatherers, and an 

1-tg /03 et11l) 

Fig 193 lmnb 132 ,\1eir, Ukh-hotp Cmtre of norrh uwl. Mu.ici"ns, B,j" 
her.1.nn.m and pc;.pyrtu gatherer, Dtrail 

The excerpt fr.:im ;he East end (:-.IEIR II P! IV .. F,g l~-1) ls of interest for the art1H"s pcrtrapl 

of the energ.-tic efforts cf the herdsmen to 0,erthr.:," the bull (top register) and the old man at 

the bottom of the p1ctu:e F1ght1ng. or 1011sting, boatmen occi1pv the lower re:,ster 

The re.st of the,, all is ~.ther unfinished or damaged 

12.2.3(b) EAST WALL 

The north side, which seems to l,a,e bei,n a mural ot lJkh-hotp and t•os wife with sorne 

attendants, 1s badly damaged On tl-.e South s,de the artist had -:>nly 1ust started to dra" in the 

des,gn 
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Fig 194 Tumb B2 Meir, Ukh-ho:p. North uull east end 
Top, herd,met1 and btdl. Bottam, old man 11.>ith bo::ltmen. 

12.2.3(c) SOUTH WALL 

Fig I 95 B2 ,\.le1r South W,,11 E.l.S l End lncen.se bur,wr and 
,t,si.,!.mc wic/, cloth to remove foorprint, 011 leaLi11g. 
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e-:panded t an 

I nr .iJ ,n Heltopc A, u · a 

r n, ffrnng P rhars the most 

tie u ua ~IP d1 n,u•r formula bu: ,, !uch ts 

11 zh the soJthem ,n-l northern Irr•:, and the great 

n luded and the text continues to confirrn the Intention 

and belief that these ,, nu~ l:sn "ould pro,·1de food for the h .. reaftcr The tomb owner being 

hstcd 11s a scnbe, cou d be responsible for :.he d~dopcd texts m his tomb TI1e offering texts are 

cmamlv more ~ten l\ethaa are n rmall) found (~IEIR 1116) 

At the Eut end of the !:outh "all ius: above ~he hunung scene l'-'O men perfvrm funerary ntes 

Neither .,.. ears th:= pnestl)' leopard slun, but one 1s burning incer.se and the other, holds a long 

cloth ,n lus hand for the obhter~uon of iootpnnts at the end of the ceremony (MEIR II Pl VIII 

• 11g 195 Det,ul) 

12 2.l(d) WEST WALL SOUTH OF THE STATUE RECESS (MEIR II pt XV• Fig 196) 

This "all 1s probabl, the m<Jst mform~t1,·e Fortunately It ,,·as ~I most completed Blackman 

found the reheh of ammal and human f1gu•es to be good, but the cutting of almost all the 

Here is a Hathor hieroglypluc srgns except 1n register thrc •, "atrocious• (MEIR 11:24) 

c .. remor.v, slm1ln to that 111 the tomb chapel of Ukh-hotp's father, Senb1 (BI). This mural, 

unlike the latter, incorporates an offenng table at which Ukh-hotp and his ,.,1fe ar,. both seated. 

The re.$t of the f,~res ,n this register probabl) belong "1th the figures or. the register below, 

since they form pan of the ceremony as depicted in Senbs's tomb. They appear to have no 

connection with the dfenng table The first man 1s a herald, the ~econd, the Supenntendent of 

the Temple, /ni, carries a box and behind him arc .anous officials of the cult with the customary 

I lu1hor rattles Below 1s the man ,~1th the :Int•• bread of J [.,irhor, the tongs again hang,.ng from lus 

arms follo"ed by the d.ncers \\'1th s1stra and menats The unfm1shed wall mil retams its ~T1d of 

red Imes The man and girls proclaim "for thy Kas . 1 lwhor that she ma)' show thee favour, 

that she mav prolong hfe, that she may overthro,, thy enemy" (MEIR ll 24) One refers to 

"thy mother f/.,irJwr· . 

Ukh-hotp stands w1:h a iomted staff m his nght hand and" ears a m,'7WI, to which four weighted 

pendants are atuchei. In his left hand he holds an elaborate ,anant of the u•~ (iikh) emblem 

~lent1on has already been made of the mterpretat1on of fighting-bull murals (IO 2 3) Galan 

hoked them to ascendancy ,n the netherworld, but the pomble connection with the I lurhor cult 

also has credence 

On the bottom register of the \Vest \\'all (fig 19b) m a scene which has no connection with 

domestic cattle, two bulls are seen meeting head-on, followed by the figure of a cow 

239 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



tv 
J.. 
0 

:?'I ... -0 
0, 

1-iK 196 7 umb B2 Meir, Uklr-hotp. West wall sor1th of statue recess. Hathor 
ci>remn11y 11•ith ru11les, mcnats and sistra. 
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en an, h3'1 e et ,e,,., the her men \, h1ch could 

ly t u ft 1e,1 dt d 

,, 1th ca h other n fa ur n s the pr ence, 1mmedutely in front of 

Ukh-hotp of "t e S t"r nten e t of t c Tempe land, Rens1 s son, Her • The que:tion 1s 

whether he , enc 1s a ,erfi w from the ther s1 e of the re en, or 1s t m fact • part of the 

fl :har cnem nv' It I know thll sa red attic were attached •o the cult of !l.uhor \Vh,I,. 

sancmy -.ould have en wmpassed the "hole herd Blackman suggc~ts the pomb1laty of on" 

parncular CO\" being singled out u a m,1nifcsta ~n of a special dcgr•c <,f d,vm1ty lfathor 1s 

always auocated w,th :he co\, f gurc (sec f1gr i, 88, 90) me H such would almost cerHmly 

h.ave posselsed a comer: H ,,,. \,C, an ti's mural, a reprcscnut10n of two bulls f1ghu ng for the 

honour of becoming :he mate of th.- cow/aoddcn (MEIR 11 ~5)' At best, ho\-cver, and m the 

absence of pos,uvc conf1rmaucn this can only be sp,.culauon \Vh,le 1t 1s recognised, that there 

15 the poss:b1i1ty ct such an mierprc•at1on on this occu1on, It m1.nt be borne m mind that 

bas1cJ1ly a cow and a bull ,re JUst that and no more, and that the f1g,m:s or cult doct rine~ the:,, 

arc called upon to con,ey are onl)· coge:i t m respe,t of the m1lacu an wh1~h thcv appe; r 

A!sumptlon thJt a!I such bull-c nfrontat or. s:ene.s are lmhd to (a) ascendancv in the hereafter, 

or (b) the llwrhor cut:, arc um ar-~r.tcd • One point which ,, 0uld se~m t.i be confirmed 1s that 

"c have on •his \,·all the de;:,ac~.on or th• fi,uhor cu,t 3S pracmcd Jmong its living adherents 

12.3 TOMB 2 BENI HASAN: AMENEMHAT (AMENI) GREAT CHIEF OF THE (16TH) 

ORYX NOME 

------- IIJM ----•-.....-->l 

Jt 1:.""--

0 
/ 

0 
1 .! 

l •-~.... D 
L---_ ......... _ ----.J 

0 0 

' 

--.?-t..1..---J.___.,_ _ _,_ _ ___ ..:....... 
P'tn.tOl'I Ol r-v--, ,,,,. 

F[r, 197 PLAN or TOMB 2 Bf:NI I lASAN 
A \tENF.Mf-lAT 
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n"< r l th me f 

\ er! r h p t pl uni~ 

r boa t an op n outer 

ti .at a r ad m rKec' b\ curk bro" n boulders could 

st t ,aicd lard when he ccnduttcci 

X 3\ a• S t 

12.3 1 TtiE ARCHITECTURE OF' TtiE T0'-'8 

i 

l'rg I 98 lurerio, fo,"b 2 
R,111 If uan (R,•,tore,I) 

.::; . ---···. c~ .... , 
,:; - .,, 

~ ....... lllllg __________________ ~_ • .,,, . ' 
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► 

wt! , \\\\I 

rntorcd clru"' 

u t •t t t r l, mU$t ha, e lie en trnpn·sm i, 

ar :! a p-,rt1 o with t"'o (unfinished) r 1g:n -~1dcd colurnus 

r \\ It t tl • Ill C the- n r at t ius point IS also ,cry rough ·n,e 

(B II Pis 11 I\ /tr, I 96, I 09) gi, c some 1deo1 of the original 

The d rpom and hntrl. fla t i d shshtl) proJetlln from the '>all, cury the titles of th~ tomb 

owner The biograph, al • tpttcn (BH II Pl \'Ill) " " found on the door iambs There was no 

I ght other tban from the d.:>or p•, ol hole for .,_ h1ch rerna1ns A5 the plan shows, t:,e vaulted 

ce1l ng rose from an arch1tra, c supi oned by four p11lus The shrine ( 1-tg I 98) w,s closed by 

double door• and contained a large statue cf ~ encmhat n,nl,.ed bv his '>1fe and mother. This 

• mb h.as onlv tv.o mumm, pits on its sDUth side 

~2 3.2 rm l:S AND STAiUS OF AM[ EMHAT 

In all, Amcncm,ut held fourtccn C1>1I lit cs, w hi, h included the usual erp .. ,-prince, li...-pnnce, and 

"Great Clucf of the Ory,. N ome• In cl11.mng to~ an hi-rcdaary prince, howc,er, he f11ls to 

,\ c his ancestry or fathers name In add.i 100 to the usual titles of royal preferment, he held 

sever11 unum1l ones, sum u that •.~hlch Newhcrry translates u Su~nntendcnt of the two (') 

p<iols of sport. It r11scs an mterl'Sttng ~uest1on u to whether certain pools were reserved by the 

crown or local nobles and not l\a1l1bf,. for ordmary use, in w h1:h case the fahing and fowling 

seencs in wh1d1 the tomb o\,ner takes I rrominent part ma)' well represent the pnv1lege 

accurd~ to him by his 1 , e of the pooh 

Another title 1s the of ' O\ersccr of horn,, nc-of, ! ~athcrs and mineral!", which would stem to 

refer to the anim.h and mines of the desert The nobles on the eastern banks of thr Nile did 

con:rol ccrta,n desert areas on behalf of the crown Heals.:> calls himself, "Su~rmtl!,1dcnt of all 

thr1i;, "luch hea\en gives (and) earth produces·, 1 e of natural productions of all kind• He held 

the usua1 legal titles held by other f.eni Haun nobles 

1-!c w u also 'Chief CJ pt am of the Host of the Oryx Nome• (BH 11 11, 12) 

Fifteen different titles are accorded him in the religious field ~nd fourteen d1ffercn• d1vinit1es or 

•s~cts of di"mities arc re;ordcd Interesting arc the 1nclus1on of P.,kh1, Shi,, Tll/111,1, and Pian 

50('..iri, Herc also, for the hr,t t . .nc m th~se and the Meir tombs undl'r review, is the 10clus1on 

of h1, wife as Priesteu of I fothvr , Lady of Ncfcrus, Mistress of the two lands, Priestess of rakht, 

udy of 1he V~lley She \, as also accorded the title, "The true royal 1cqu11011ncc•. H,s only 

recorded rnn, Khncmhotcp, \, as m addition to a Lcctor, 1 Trea,urcr, and Captain of the Host 

Officers of his admm1strat10n and household servants arc scattered ltbcrally throughout the 

tomb, the maionty g,,·en ,nd1,1dual nm1es They tot•! over seventy and ra,,gc from• number of 

' . . . .-,, . 
.... , . 
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12 3.3 EXTERIOR INSCRIPllONS (BH 11 ·21-231 

12.3.l(aj LINTEL (BH It Pl VII• Fig 200) 

f ,.,. horizontal Imes of text in th.: fir~t of ,_.hich, rc~dmg from right to left, are the name and 

attnbutc~ of S.:n"os•c:t I The n.11nc: 1s 1,ot rn a ,Jrto11ch,. Th..- next four Imes arc given over 

enmely to the narr.e rnd ~t·r bute, of ,\m..-nernhat 

1-'ig 200 Tomb 2 Rimi I /us.m, Ame11emi1'1r. 
1-:xterior inscription on lintel and Joorposzs . 
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12.3 3(b) LEFT -HANO DOORPOST {BH 11121 

kc1dmg frorr right to le t , Lme I h.u the usual hrt di ,m,,r formula "rnav the kmg give an 

offering, 0 111 Lnrd of Dadu" follower! by the usual 11wocat1on offerings, "to the ku of the 

\• orthy one Am,~emhat true f \ 1 e 
6 

Lines 2 4 lx-gm ,,1th the u ual titles of Amuiernhat, followed by various attributes In l.ne 4 he 

1s u1d tn be a master of the art o! causing,, nting to speak (able to read) He does not, ho\\eHr, 

proclaim himself a scribe 

12 3.3(cl RIGHT kANO OOOR1'03T (BH 11:23, reeding lell-nght) 

Line 1 S1m1lar to that on left-hand doorpost but the god named 1s "A1mb1, upon his hill within 

the rny of embalmmer.t, Lord of the l'Cred land". 

(BH 11 23 Line 2) • After the usual lilies, there are no attributes of position relauve to the 

monarch such u found on the left-hand side, but dt"Clarat1ons of worth 

• Pleas mg the heart of all people, 
malung to prosper the t1m1d man 
making a commg to e,ery person 
fc:-rwart!.mg (travellert) up or down the n\'er 

Linc 1 - after the <'"f'J•pnncc and h.l-J•rin,c1 titles, "superintendent of priests 

arnvmg at his appointed time 
free of planning eHl 
nor was th"r greediness III hi) body 
He spake the words of truth". 

Lane 4 hu various epithets, among them 

'unique H a mighty hunter 
apportioning tht: places of feeding" 

An mc,sed figure of Amenemhat seated on a chair and holding the staff of command m his left 

hand, faces a s1rruhr figure on each side of the doorway, below the mscrip.ion 

Anyone acquamted with what are known as "negatwe confemons· on stelae erected during this 

penod, at such centrtl as Abydos, will recognue the same type of protestation (Lichtheim 

1988 76) One 1s a declaration of innocence, the other a pos1tl\ e declaration of good deeds 

performed Line 3 on the left-hand door post uys that he 1s "a noble of great tact"! 

12.3.3(d) BIOGRAPHICAL INSCRIPTION, DOORWAY TO MAIN CHAMBER (BH 11:23-27) 

This mscnptlon 1s 1n"sed on the iamb, of the doorway Ill f1\'e hormmtal and s1Xtccn vertical 

lmes (BH I' Pl VIII• /"1g 201) 

:?45 

. . ( . . ... 
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Am n n h ,t "yc:ar 2:, 111 th•• 

-1 ti y r ,n. sec nd m nth of the 

Fig ;20; Tumb 2 R•~11 H 1L1<An Am1memhu1 Riogr<1phic.d 
rn.scrip11cm 0t1 j,m1b, of Joor lewJmg 10 m.JiPI chamber 
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\ t I I 

I r 

• ,e on f i I,"' r,1,1 , - \ , ,It, ,11 J chef 'ft ml f ti• 

t.:"' \ I It f S 

::,:; lirw o) • I le S,1) I(" ~.111 .. I ,15 

I th" Or·.\ non ic 

He sHled south1-,,ct through f.:ush u-: b1.,), r.-mo,e,I the bo mdar; -ii the earth (.-~tended the 

bC\u111in"s ol Egvft) e e"ed n1uch I r11se .rnd ·n,11 ,,as there I,,\, among my sold,.,r, An 

m1poss1ble foat as anyC\11< lcJding an expcd11,on 111 rnch d,ffkult c,r,urnstances ,,·01,ld kn.:l\,', but 

11 1s an 1r,teresting comment bc:,1uH• ,t n,v.g.,,ts d .. n he rn,,y have taken loc.,I men, inviting 

orpos1t1on 111d acrimony '"hen they f,lllecl 10 return 

L111es I 1-14 tt"tl of., seconci e,rec:1t1on unrlert~k.-, b~ .\,nenen.!-,~t. tl11s tin•e to bnni,: treasure~ 

cf golS to the long He was accomp,rn1ed by one of the krng's sons 1h15 time he spcdf1cally 

safs that he took 400 men "ccm1st111g of e·,ery cho,en man of my army Returning back in 

peace, ther h,,ci not decre•sed t\gatn th<' .n~1sten~e that .,II the men had returned, a dout:ful 

'laterr,ent to s;iv the least "Chosen m •1 • may be 1r,tended lo suggest that they were not 

conscripted Cert,,inly he 1s .rnxt0us to be beth h,ghl> succ.s·ful and blameless in all things The 

King's son he ma,nt •Ins, puhli,h thanked h,m 

L1r1es J -1-15 cles,nbe vet .1 tlmd exped1t1on with 600 men "everv ,·aliant man of the Oryx nome" 

t.;, "bn11g 1re,u11res to Coptos· He 1s accomp .. nying a prince, Senwosret, "horn Newberry 

suggests was possibly the future Sem,osrel II The numbers of men grow with each exped1t1on ° 

It ,s doubtful whether he alone led any of these expecl1t1ons, certainly the third was led by the 

king's son. The Oryx nome "as prob~bly c..,fled upon to supply a certJm number of fighting 

men 

Lines 15-21 Jre concerned ,, 1th the c,1Jractcr of Amenemhat The, begin as a statement of 

comrn1ss1on, but from line I 7 become the famil,u negat11e confession or aff,rmat ,on of 

innocence. All arc I erv re1n1111s,e11t of the stelae dc,dMat,ons Among other things Amenemhat 

firmly anerts th,,t ,,t the annual stock-taking "there were no arrean to m.- in • ,y of his (t he 

king's) otT1ces" One" onders how many accounts were ccrrectly rendered' 

It 1s illuminating reJdtng, 1t onll .u an 1nd1,at1on of the ,l!egalit ies and m1ust1ces ti,~ ,nust have 

been ptrpetrH.-d fa1ri} fre9ue111ly to h.l\e 1,·.1rran:eci sud1 cienwls 

12.3.3(e) ARCHITRAVE INSCRIPTIONS 

There arc four mscnpt1011, on tlw two Jrch,tra,es cf the mJ1n cl1Jmber, pJ1nt ed ,n a .;e 1• een 

hieroglyph, an I ma,nly ,oncrrned ,, 1th the mies of Amenemhat, They are repel 1t1ve an,1 a6Jin 

there 1s the cons1ste11t de>ire to be considered "worthy" A thought prl.lvof..mg epithet IS "fr~• of 

greediness 111 consequence of his lo,e of the rny" He again confirms "arriving at Im appointd 

:-17 
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fa ng 111 • t ti • re al meuenger do111g the tlungs appro,·ed by 

P n1bly one of the most telling statements 1s in re-lat1on to th" nob o>ar f, ,. kmg fra• d 

the Cour.c of !:.Ider \, here he r nd ore! r m IU enuni;l,•ment" He abo declares that he knows 

"the i;la ,. of the foot in th: h use of the King and LS long suffering in the m11ht of the nobles • 

\\'ho cou d m,agtne that tius 1s a 1ytlm·g but reflections of actual situations The hvperbole must 

be accepted, ,nd although sor1e of the negative confession to.,..ard the end has a familiar ring and 

"u po\s1bly lotJndard so far as Am.-nc,nhat persona II) 1s cone erned, there is a rrng of reality 

about the biography :lat u undeniable, eH·n 11 he 1s pre5ented as rather more thJn human 

12.3.4 THEMATIC MUF<AL-> 

12.3.4(1) CEiLING 

Three tombs at Beol l·hsan haH~ det.orated ceilings fomb 2 1s one of them Far from i>emg 

rough, this ceiling "a. ,,·ell rrepar"d, dmdecl mto three segmental vaults with plain curved 

soff1ts, and each compartment being co, ered ,,·1th a painted pattern (BH 1·29, Plate VI - Fig 

202) 

Fig 202 Tomb 2 B11t1i 1l<ASat1, A,nenemhat. 
D,•rails of ceiling decori.11iori . 

A beam painted to simulate wood, ran longitudinally down the centre of the compartment 

painted yellow, with brown graining with t\\O thick lines of dark blue and inscriptions ir. blue 

hieroglyphs They a, e the usu~! prayer to Os ins and Anubi> with the names and titles of 

Amenemhat The outer design 1s d1V1ded by bhck Imes into red and yellow squares, containing 

black and red quatrefol'~ In the centre 1s a rectangular space of a different pattern in which the 

colours are yellow, red and black The remamrng spaces, as can be seen on Fig 202 are filled 

with 1m1tat1on mat-,,·ork This was in ycllow and brown In 7. I 2 Matt mg Patterns (Figs 

128,129). and their dc,elopment in architecture have been discussed and the design m Tomb 2 

g1,es ever~ aµpearance of being t>·p1cJI of Old Kingdom matting The central square, of 

2-18 
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fer r t f tte,r t t rt"St 1 
It'\• d to reprcsen: loo,e mat~.r:g Intended to COH:r .tr, o~mng 

rn the roo' of a h e '- 1 h ats \\ e-rc h mg -undt-r the open111gs to c.ttcn p1ecC$ of mud or str;,w 

\,h, h nught fall fr n th.-m (Smith JC!S( 172 Pl 153} That tombs were built as •houses• of 

eten11t) is supported b1 th s orm cf matt11 g roof \\NCh 1s • typical domestic design As 

discuucd in 7 1 2 mattrng m tombs can be traced back to the step pyramid of Dioser. 

The pa nimg 011 th.-" alls vanes III quality, the South "all being cart>fully executed with a well­

prepared thrn pla ,er surtace ar.d dd1catcly worJ.:ed h1~rogl}IJru. The North, West and East 

,, alls, arc boldly but coarse!) "orked, \'1th many of the f11,'Ure~ badly proportioned. The 

hieroglyphs on these,, ails are roughly executed m green 

12.3.4(b) WEST WALL (BH 1:31, Pis XI, XII • Fig 20J) 

This "alt, incorporating the false door, contains a prayer for invocatior, offerings ,mm, iiately 

below the frieze The wall 1s d111ded into eight registers on the south side, three of which are 

1:lil·1dcd by the false door. The conventtonal designs are of agriculture, fishing and fowling, 

mus1c1ans, confectionery, 111th, at the bottom, a cattle fording scene The false door on this 1, all 

sited to1, ards the Wen does not nece;sanly have .ny direct connection with the scenes 

surrounding rt. It would have been more suitable on the South (offering) wall, but would then 

be wronglv sited The North side of this wall hu seven conventional registers compnsing 

manufacturing Oint kr,1•, es, sanculs, c.rpentry - bo1, ycrs, coopers, arrow-making, cha1r-makmg, 

bo, making etc meul 1vorking pottery ar,d in the lower registers, agricultural pursuits. 

Although Ncwberrr cites "chair mak:ng· this is questionable The length of the piece of 

furniture and the design SURaests an emh•lrnm,-nt e uch Tl.csc top th,~e registers show 

preparations for the burial although bow and arrow makers suggest the normal pursuits of the 

esUte If th1~ 1s a pre-burial funeral preparation" mural perhaps the bows and arrows were to be 
b,•:,ed 111th Amenemhat 

12 3 4(c) NORTH WALL (BH 1:32, Pl XIII z Fig 204) 

This would appear to b'! a convent1onal "viewing· wall The te,t says Amencmhat ts "seeing' . 

The top register 1s the usual desert/hunting seen.- No small animals occur, there is very little 

detail, nor are there any rnythic~I an1m~ls Register 2 under the desert scene 1s a procession 

pulling a naos or shrine 111th a statue of Amenemhat The n~t three registers are concerned 

,,·1th th,- hrm&'r.,: cf p . .,..! .. _. .,,d c.:ttle The art 1st appears to have had some d1ff1culty with the 

nl'cks of the animals 1n the centre of the fourth register The last two r<:gmers arc concerned 

"tth the acc,,untmg of u,es There 1s a man being chastised, presumably for default, ond the 

scribes keep the accounts On th,. lm,·,-, regi•ter :!11, f,rst man leading an animal 3ppcan to be 

crippled, but the evcut1on of tlus 1s ,ery infen.;ir indeed 
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Fig 204 1inr.b 2 neni Hasan, Amenernhat North u'"1l . 
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the h use f 

v n t 11cd A referl'n e 

"di c•rcutcd ar.d 

n the procc s1on of pr1csu 

f Anm cmlut and h1, "lfc 

(HIIPI 

• Some 

of I 

1,,: 20 ) :otc 

s AIie I d 1he 1s In th fifth rq tu 

101, 101• 101b/ 

"" Muu e I er l de of 1hr111c entrance\ arc 

h.,c ,c re ,ten on either side compost'd of 

up 111 tl,c f111a larger rt"g11ter (6) at thl' 

h 20 .. .iJ sl m" the mumm)' on a funeral barge bc,ng towed by 

1 a n•I t c t11N:n to obum thr bcncf,u of ,"w)dos for the pnncc 

1 7l) the h.mm boat to\\l!d b~ t,~o sh•P' with tht'1r 

VOH 11g de\\ n the n, t'I to obtain the 

l hii 1s a iourne · described b) Andre.,_, 

◄) 1 " h 1hr clra" 1tt ti n to tho ciiffrtt'OCt' bcl\,l't'n this and tl,t' 1our1•t'ys for 

punfi,AU n and= lnlmmcnt ~l,n\ of thcsr 1ourr,t'VJ a, r m.ueprcsentcd part1,-:ularly in lattr 

ti r p\111 s ind dcta I Is spec1fled ind 1,ci.rate Smet the r,1urals of the 

A 11n• , ya M ,H'rt' ftm nmlcted 10 b<! :.ufhc1t'nt "11hout tP~ actual iournt') tu,·,ng 

uu·r p • e th<'\ t hJ,c ec c n, dc:red ~ 11cccsnry ad un t to the funer~I proccu. 

tnpr'!l~ as 11 i t en r pr, t' l' ,.,d .a,s1mn the dl',caicrl 10 cntt'~ the netht'rworld 

2 • 
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mmc u r t('X" • 

I 11, 100 1 / or,ib 2 Hem I /,uJn 
.-l,11cnM11h.il our/1 wall 
U'<'JI ni./ 111 .. b, n .. u,I 

I 1g 206 l nb 2 
IJn11 I I u III J \111 !l1c,:,J It 

S 111h u,J/ urrst ,n J 

a•e in, h11t ·1 al bu,, for th.- picture, ! lowc,c• in th11 part1cu:ar 

ns:ar ,c ,, c {,) haH! J\rr.cnemh.,• s O\\ n c ntir:1ut1on of the t•ct th•t there 1, u an arm~ of sort, 

n Ot'nl H~~ m t • h · t :, «' An t' !!mhu h e t "•s the CaF':a,n of the Host, and that ht> did 

,c. t re rorth on t rec c pedit ons Th, be n r.c f the lc,s ,,ell painted ,-alls the fact that 

the nHure ot the p ncnll s no: ,h "n 11 piobabl, due to 1! c tac: th.11 the ,rrnt merely 

repr duccd thc rnur, n •he 1hcr tombs The gl~c:11 at th,• bon ,111 or ·ht> fort 11 ind,c 1ted, ,f 

n, rou hi\', a .ire t e rendlat 1:ms at :ht> t p Three llgures an 1h..- 5th register on the ,outh 

side from their lu•her s,-i•ts ,!ld •hrck hi r could pomblv be :S:ub1a0\, but there arc 1nsufllc1cnt 

numb r, 1.;i ,u en 1h1: the, ,,~c th«" •ncm, 
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-. 

re f r ti 

I , f or i;o, crnor ~t that 

h n t r r posed to ducms tlus 

sed m fmal,slng this d1sscrt•t1011, but 

c n In th t b 1st tally •1 pr pr,a•,- ,'5 1s 

11 Ing 

12 3 • Ill THE SHRINE 

1' h M e ncf ~ pr I red ti an s f ti,.- oth r ,,alls of the ma111 chamber, the ce1l,ng 

,, I ,, th I- IY c ured ut smaller squares s m1lar to the ma,n chdmber, 

1 a beM res,·mb e \ d All the p.11ntmg 1s linely 

It II t mtcr cd t de•11I the ,ari .s ,,ails ,,h1ch are concerned \\rth oftrnn&s ancl ,am•us 

pneuh r tes TI e nter~t lies m the I:;, t "all, fa mg the entranoi ,, here an extremely larg,. 

1 ure of Amenen a• seated n a thron,. and cJtncd out oi the solid rock, once dominated the 

, rinc Fbnked n t c right b, a stMue of h s ,qfe •nd on t~ .. left b~ a sutue of his mother 

Am ncmhat ut a n pamed b\ the t\\O pcop e "ho, u daught, rs of li·•·J''II' , , supported hts 

status 'e,tl • I ,, eH•r cla med t be the daucll\er of ~n ,p, (herr,l,t.,rv) pmce 

T xu bd " t ,.. f g ,~ st 11t• th:n Amenc-mhat "a' 

,,orthy 10,,arru / 1 ,h 1,,, I r ! ol hr.,ven• follo"rd b-1 the C'r/\1 md I],, r1111c,• titles and 

qual1ftec.i b\ ta, urrd b, \\Orth\ i..,,,~rds II "" ,,,dun llcbnu Am,111, 1mt1f1ed pvsh·n,ng the 

re\\,irdof" 1:I 

Ant • 

H, mother u gl\en ti r: s ,me at:r.butes 

,\ pr•ver 1s offert:d lO ,\t111Lt, f..,r J good burial tog •her,, 1th a brief ubul•ted resume of ' " f'nty• 

\\\O ffer , g, Amr 1 1s also ur I to be de, t •d to" ar,!s , \ 1114/,,r 

. ' ... . 
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rt 

It ~n t"n far from 

t ap1 an to be thte bie 11,,. 

nof\, rtl 

bch,CM wife and m ti er, each daughter of~ Ji.i· 
t-stry r ,utus of his progenv I !e ,rems to hne 

rp n e Kl nemh tep II "'ho fol O\\ed ham, althou-i;h a prince, 

r t d ti e title f n march 

1 Ganlt:rr (1957 562) sh w, Rl6 u ktuh or the Uppc·r Fg,,pwn to\\n C1u11r Th" prnoral rumc h.as 

b< l!n \JM It .Jrh 

1 BLI unan lMEIR (I 12 13) J1sru St"S tht llll' ofblinJ musi.:1.1ns ln fgvpli;ln 11.mnu, a!Jo th., Ull' or blind 

1 Th~ "'<' ht1 a:-r c untt rpo15C and tn rt ut1 n to the "'1ght of thr c Uar l'n·,um•bh four ,u, h "'ciaht) 

\\oukl sug nt I parllculad, hl'11W, and n.tra~a>ant, colur lhc:, •nrn·nt l.1,ptllm sd,lom includrd ll<h 

ad I I ns \\1th 111 purpoll' and th1n,oulJ S('rm to be a log1 •I condusion 

' fllad1.nun ,1u tes the r ,, fl.,ms and r.,p 11.nn III n:sped of .,tnr,1s •n.l hi\ h.irt"m, also the poss1bJ1ty 

th.tl lilt- ,\pl.S bull h.ad a herd of c n d lOWS (Mr.JR II 25,27) 

' Nrwb<·m s note tn BIi II 11 sau that thr Im in &l\cn WH arun&t'll Jlph.ib<-t" a Uy ind not accordl.l\l to 

ran~. an.I t™t ol :hr \mou, ,hlllcs ot ol~1<rrs anJ 1otr\1nu httlt· 1s kno1,n 1,th1·r than from tnKnpt1,,ns 

a cc,mp1m·tn1 the hguru 

Su<h o th.,y an", the der1n1t10ns of duucs pru\ide an tnt,n·$l<ng v1c\\ of the adrruru~trauon of suth a 

hou~hoM u th.it of Amenrmhat 

6 
,,~, lrlu,n, (true of ,c,c I') lx-..:am< lnnsl•h d "iumlu .t· "h" h in tum \\al ukrn Lo rq'rt!('nt "Jt'<C'11C'J·. 

I he ongin,I proh•bl\ 1mrhcd "" ,nhin, u· IL \•H not rn,,ugh to .,., thc tomb o\\ nc·r \\~5 dctca>l'd, he 

mun t,., lnu·. or 111,t,lil"\l to ht ,rco11nlt'J ,,orth\ of future hf~ 

7 
I •ling ln,m p,·r~m.11 ,h, es\1'n Lo flO"~r \\.II th~ prt'l'<'&.lll>C' ol thr mnfllr<h wh,, h t\mrnemh.at has 
r...,,,,,,...bl, ul11rpc:d 

9 l'u~1hl, 1 n lu:, ti,,n up, n ha O\\ n 1t.al111 

~57 
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► 

C~APTER 13 

12TH DYNASTY TOMBS: AMENEMHET II - 84 MEIR, 3 BENI HASAN 

l½ 1/i,;,,• s:.m,l high h,.we m.my b1 l,JIS /0 Jh...ucc thnn, 
And if they f,,11, th,..,, J.t.h 1l1nnselw, to p1rcu, 
Aye ,mJ mr.rh ,no,t! b111 I uw bom so h,gh 

R1ch;1rd II! 111 

13.1 DATING OF THE TOMBS OF 84 MEIR ANO 3 BENI HASAN 

Tomb 84 at /1.leir belonged to yet another Uhk-hotp, possibly the grand-nc-phew of the owner of 

tomb B2 The cute of co:utl1.lCt1on of Ukh-hotp's tomb dunng the reign vf Amenemhet II 1s 

1,;onf1r , .d by cutouches which are incorporated in t he dc-coration abo~e the uatue recess The 

famil) trc-c- " diff1a1lt to follow due to early deaths and second marnages, but Blackman, 

refemng to the tombs of both Ukh-hotp's fat :er and uncle comments upon their sirrulanty in 

•both styli! and po,crty", speculattng that Uhk-hotep of 84 may have been r •spons1ble for them 

He suggests Ukh-hotp's deme to perpetuate the memories of father and uncle (who held office 

for only a short time) would ha,e ~en "at no great cost to himself' (MEIR 1.12). This is pure 

speculation of course, and certainly Ukh-hotp spared nothing on has own tomb which 1s more 

elaborate in its constl1.lct1on than the tomb chapels of any of his 12th dyn.tsty predecessors 

Tomb 3 at Beni Hasan, the last of the large tombs to be completed there, belonged to 

Khnemhotep, grandson of the nomarch of th,. same name in tomb 14 Occuionall)· one secs 

Khnemhotep of tomb 3 ref,.rred to as Khnemhotc-p Ill Newberry, however, who gives a 

genealogical tree for this family reftrs to him as Khnemhotcp II and this will be adhered to. 

There 1s l1ttlc ri:-ubt about the dating of this tomb as at contatns not only an extended biography 

of Khnemhotcp's grandfathc-r and his appointment under Amenemhet I, but also a record of 

Khcnmhotep ll's appointment by Amenemhet 11 tn the G reat lnscnpt1on (BH I 61, Lines 76-

i~) 

259 
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13 2 TOMB 84 MEIR UKH·HOTP SOtJ OF UKH-HOTP AND MERSI (MEIR Ill Pl I a: Fig 

208) 

13 2 I 1HE ARCHITEC1UPE OF THE TOMB 

~ ~, Uc S'"eti n t c p!A11, th s t nh has I,, o rooms i, ,,·di as a statue rt'cess to "h,ch there rs 

an elabcratc appr , h .\ sunken I Jth" ay almo~t I\\ t• 111.-1r.-s lvni:; .,ml onl" anc a half metres 

"1de ,eI ls rn J 11,ght of step l•·adrng 10 ~ ;:,la;form "1th dosed mies In the photograph, taken in 

Mmh i911 (ME.IR Ill Pl XXX!ll /",,: 209), the entrance, steps up to the platform before 

thl' shrine ,11,d the porn,on of tl,e sl,·111e, e,en rn its rurnt'd Hate, can~ deJrly seen A stda 

r, lie, na" en1ptv can b,- se, .. , to th.- rrght "f tlie entrance on the outer wall The shrme was 

closeJ ",th double doon but tl.e roorn on th.- rrght sho" s no allo,,dnce for a closure The ends 

ot the north and south "alls of th,- rnn<'r perch rest c-11 a m.,st.lba-tne pedestal, the sides havmg 

,I d1st111ct batter .\part from th~ 1->osrt1on of thl" statue recess opposite the mam door, there 1s a 

d,mn:tly d,fforl"rl\ mtenor dt•s,sri from tr.<" tomb of Khnemhotep of the same penod The 

entrance hJs none .:,f the rn.,;«:~IY of both t 11,l,~ 2 and 3 at Benr Hasan, which h3,·e columned 

pc·rt CO\, n,:rther dc-e, 1t hH, tl c olo~rc,i columns\, h,ch grace the inner ch~mbers 

At1ent1on ,s dr,mn to t'l1s m \11.po·t of the ccntentton that rt 1s not possible to discern a 

r,~ncrall, accc;:,teJ tomh design EH~a 111 sr.,h to11,b: ~. those ,t l:len, Has,n "h.-rc the 1nrt1al 

design wn almcs· certi n\ i;! .. 1e•m:r,,. I 1.,-. • ,,. >1tc itself 111nou11on, such ,H the outer court, 

calu'Tlned FOrt1c.is an;l SJ,'por: ng roof coh;:~,ns were rntrodt.cei presumably at the '"sh of the 

O\\nt.r In ,\le,r ' o "!icre 1!.e t.,m •~ t mbs arc hnk-,d l--;- reht10.ish1p arid proximity, 

innovJt1 ns arc ,rt· du -=r- ",:h 111 ar.·, F"rcep1l,le reason, and certa111ly nothing that reflects a 

religious obJ,-Cll\'' 

13 2.2 THE TITLES AND STATUS OF UKH-HOTP SON OF UKH-HOTP ANO MERSI 

Ukh-hotp co11ld darr., t.i b" Uvln Jn ~•{',l·f'nnce and a /_41-pnnce; he also held the fan,1ltar tttles 

of "TrelSurer and Conf1de11t1al h.e,d· H.:,wr.\'er, ,dwr.-as prev,ouslv the rehg,om 11tl,., ha,e 

been g,, en ,1 secon,i •rv plau:- f,,11_,,, 111g the c1, rl titles, here, the list of •el,gious 11t les far exceeds 

the C1\II .1lth_.ui;h 1 .. ,~ ts r,rtl, du<' to th, 111uh,pl1cat1.:in and er varr,n1on of some of the t itles 

Ap.1rt fro , b~,ng 'ui er n:er dent ot P~r~st~, 1,,. 15 •su~'l'rilltendent of the Priests of I l,11/wr, 

!::>t1p.-rrntender.1 t ,Le P•1•·sts of 1/,,r);.,r :'-.1rnre» "f Cus.1~·. "Supenntendent of the Priests of 

the t>.l,strt'!.s of HP,1\ell H.- 15 .ii , s.-m rricst, , I c<tor and a 'Scribe of t he God's Book· 

,\;togetl,<"r ti,,,, e ue n, ch e t,tles 

Other :it!,·~ .1re \~l ,c1 d th,· N..,tJb!,., ol l pp,:r [i;ypt I le ,d,o 1s oH·r the Senc:t5 of thi!t 

wh,,li 1".e On,' sees He ,, h ts ow, th<' t,.h•sterres ot Uto and N.-khbet", "Furbtsher of the 

D,aJ,,1 •• 111d Val,am D,rettor (of Puui1c ',\ orks) 10 rhe Ku.g ,,horn he r ,.ii,e~ 111 the darlv 

. . . 
. . . . . . 
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13 2 3 THE'.,ATIC '.'URALS 

f ere IS a 

: .. d t 

Th th I rtl1 

fT 6 

In dd t1 n t H~ekmg 

, ,h , lso s g t b reas n of 

C\.11 

tps 

gain r 

kh H :os t ties and 

I tl'r foe L--rothe s nd .i 

re I t~ m~m of ,,h se naine~ Ar•• 

Jr 1!11/t, \ ic:,,.,, Southern ltr•t 

"h h 1s m Hcl poln Th, Cod of Edfu, Uto and 

j l ,er E1r,p) Tie Great M~ 1clan (the Pl~•.10n1c 

n ~ t se,cn f~t ,a. r feJsts MEIR Ill 1- ) 

murals 1n :lus I mb an,i th-:>se m tombs BI .ind B2 

t n I lu•cr I rm1r.g "hat llbckman bd1C\es 1s a 

c nect ng link berneen th,. s 111ures m : nc m c.-nb1 s chapel ~nd :hat of Im 1mm.-cl1ate 

su essor and the •res ocs n Cl "' h a•e 1h 11gh1 : cu:e lrorn the, Sem,osrt't !I a11cl Ill 

period (~lt::IR Ill I 0) H "C\ e• "h c ti: :c !m ue 1s per1ec: \\Ith I he mmute:n details put m 

bv en her brush or l 1r•' I ► t ,dmeu ancl , 1g • ,h ,1 d11tmguul,,.d the ,, ork of 

the Cus te crafume 

natura!lsrn has , am h 

:I e " rl er I r- I t e I~• h cl, 1 ut~ RI•, kman uys that all the old 

s m lar I e, 

r n•r\ l,,. t st I the finest of th<' 12th drna~tv, aral 

ml s 'the r bte, ol the Hue name at d,Bcrsha 

kl I tp ,, a all ,, ed to ut lise the sr.n ,ees of the royal court 

art :s That the\\ork 11 eh ts s 1gges:1,e f u: nfluencema} bcsub:aant11ted l,~ the, fict tha: 

the cirtouc~•~ I the m nMch 111 ti s m :ancc \mcr.emhet II occur in 110 other ,\lc:1r tomb 

. nttr buui 5 I e \\ho I \ef them, t,.rlcs ol U:o and ;-.:ekhbct" ij1td 
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I 1 211 fomb 84 \1 1, Ukh h 1p 
ll1Pf I m 1• h e1 l'Tpl /rmn \ 11/i i.,. 1/l 

11 I c: a 

3 F I , 

In r. g a 
, 

J d 

1J 2 J(c) EAST WALL 

,..; rth -,f Ertran e ,\ f wluch " : n : g rl'rna probab,v occupied 

"' A tf ugh I l' murals n ·hl'se ater Mc:1, tombs ue th u ht t ha,l' lest :he l'\Ubl'rancc 

and n•ll,ralmn or thl' earl\ 12th dmut, Cus1te ut there ,foes seem to ha,e b.-en an ~ttempt to 

rcta111 er copv some motifs In ad~mon • the c~ttle b1rtlur.6 u,d slcepm6 herdsman figures 

ment1011l'd abo,c \\c: ha, • an :hen sed -,ot 1, the huntm6 t 1e of Ukh-hotr 11m1lu tc- that 

f und on t1'e East w•II ft b f Sc:n1.11 6 I (/ 16 I SJ air' ;, 1 , thing rernJ ru ,, h1Ch would 

re: te• men pre ~lit ,arro11s '"Id •nimals to the 
nr:Hhfrt, < 

(t S uth of Entran e 11 ,a , ,. a s,I' l' of l.:kh h ·o speJrlllH fish, thc: tr.iJ.1,-,nal t,,o 

sr,c:,1cs and 1.nrt of rhc spear ii I r.n a,., He "as ac on µan ,•db, lus '"fc:, tilughtcr nd ,on, 

and var ous ther J l' f gurcs T-.. h .-rrnl'n ma rnal? s,1ft fish \\ttla net an,~ lmc: iust u:idcr 

the pr ,, or -.h h :• s boa: 1 has ,an b .. seen of tic: ret:ds ,~ com<'nt1on.1I, "11h birds, nests 

an~ 1du,cu or, ltrnb,rg ur, a an ru stem Ac apne' scene once occupied the top register in 

nc ,1 the bo:torn rl'gtster Fish, h1~•pos, 

J 
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13 2 l(dl WEST WAlL NORTH OF APPROACH TO STATUE RECESS 

tr l 1] 1 1 .. f 

t e In l and Jb · t ar 1 tr c, , rd\\ •I 11 un ,1I fJUlt s1 ir,,! de 1gn (:<,tEIR Ill 15, 

Pl I', / II; 2 12 11 XX\ I: l 1i; 2 ll •J 

-\
1 
u\ from th.- c!.:ia1 of the tt's,gn this l ea•I, Jclmed fuer glypl Le,t 1> 1nterest111g for sott1e 

of the gl~ phs 1t 1ncor, ordte\ 'The M h.traH' con1a11 s tie us, I morw.,rv prayer 1 I•"' \me~ 

moq>oraung < hm,, , \11 ,/,i, / It ;I, the n()rtl,crn ar d 101,th<"rn /1,'1 ' the Great EnnNJ of Gods 

th.it 1s m Hcli0pol1s ,rd all the gods f 'th<' k., of l m "ho 1, l,onoure,1 by i I llh•ir ,\!&stress 'Jf 

·n1c ~\tributes rn,•nt,011,d prc'10 .s\1 st h as S.nisf~ ,.g the K1r.g m ,11 l.,~ con,luct, \'alid1H 

[)ir,• tor ( f 
I 

ubl c " rks) of the Kmg t ietr.,, ,, ,th , .,, us cLht'rS app, .11 on th<' nllrtlwrn 

pmb m t\\0 ,ert1,al lines .,bo,e a ,.,ateu r,gure uf U~h hcq• L1s\s or L;U, ltotp• utles and .1 

w111l,1r hst ,rnd li1s-m: appear~ n tl:ie soctla.,rn prnb On e,tl .. r >11.!t· of 1(11 doon,.y the 

h, ... rcgl} J h, ha, e beet cop,,,.d , er, dt."ar 1, JJ1d the s1g11 ut CmJe - a man holJtng t\\ o long-necked 

I<' pard~. 1nJ th.: ,.,U, ~ ,it ,1ta,hed to the hotp of Ukh ho:p's 11,rnt<! .uc dearly \IStble 1he two 

cobr.1~ seated 011 bJs~en ,,t th< l.i.,ttom ct the left hand 1111•,-r ,crt,.al reg1~t,r po~s1biv re,>r'!Sent 

1..,to' and Nd,hbd (thP , ro\\ r.s ot upper ,111d lo" ..-r Eg, pt, cf fo,,tnot,· -1 J The,.- t1tl<!, tn 

gt:ner ,11, as Blad-.m.111 suggests, ,h01, a 1narked mdmatton tel\ ards th•• 1110,1arc h) not pr,:sent 111 

the <!Jrher I '.:th .lyna,t} rnrnb, 111 ,!err<!,'"" (11,. 2121•) 

13 2.3(11) WEST WALL SOUlH OF APPROACH TO STATUE RECESS 

The mur.1I n rl11. ",.I t,,nlorn. to no ,on1ent1onal tomb them~ be,ng entirely o,;cup1ed by a 

!,st of l kh-h,,tp, pe,leces,0r• 111 then,,: ,a,,h~ tvgt"ther \\Ith the,r \\I\CS (i\lEIP. Ill Pl XI = Fig 

213) 

It co1,~.sts 0f s ·, doub'.<' reg.st.,,, the 11ppt:r ro\\ 111 ea,h being the 11,rn1ar.::hs the l,l\,er one 

their "1\l'S, 01,~ to,., t."f\ 11..imarch F..,d, n<>march sits upon ,1n ebony chJtr The wives sit on 

green msh m,11, .111d ,arr\, .1 1tern,ll<'l1, either a lotus or a cloth 

P.1111tmg~ found 11. the th,rd J} n.1Hv mastaba of Hesire at Saqqara, show a complete set o' 

furio1ture, and d1,-_u;\1ng th se !--111,.n sJH :It.•. the pattern; rendered on the pieces of fum1tu•·e 

~Ui\L<\\ tl•at ti <'I "c'•' in,1de ot r ,,·11.:-<"r<'d with' t imbers such as ebon) (1'.1ll~n 199-1 : ZS, 29 

l,g,1-1-,u i'l ~1g-lSd /,;:.?/./) 

I • • \ . • • ~ . . . . ' . 
'~ . . . . . : . ' .· ' ' . . 

I 
: 
1 
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► 11~ :: 1 _ ,'l,1111 u:.I wlf', of L'kli /,. t_P 

ti·~ ''G'' f I < 7 ,11i.i :h • "r "' /,i.l,e, 

., 

Fig 212 Tomb B4 M eir, Ukh-horp. 
l:'ntrance to inner room. 

/ ,11 1 i 2., p 111t•ri1 uf ,/,•,or.11w11 
,, nm..l t•11rr~n11.t1 (11 oult'r ro,1,n 

1 

1 
I 
I 
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i\ = 

- J. 

'·•g 213 Taml, B4 ,\fe,r, Ultli -horp West wall south of 
urpro-.u;h tu ,tut11e recess. l.ists of Ulth-hotp's 
fr,•,i,-ce,ror, i11 rh~ noma"hy u,11h thdr ,dves . 

. f,g :?I~ 

.\!, I.ti Ku,.,/ 111 h.11, 
,{ 1 " I ..u eb uy f, " II• 1 111 

f:.g_ypria, ✓1,111111111 ,\/1<,e,,,,. C,11• 

. . ~ . . ' . . ,. ~-. . 
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, .. " 

• e tt m / , 21 ~) s1a on su Ii a 

11, :'-~ €~h reg ter from the 

en n b t the whole c c1 : 01 the c:bor,y ch mt 

\, 1th, It 1s s ggc te:l a des re to prt-sent his 11nce.1trnl pret!ec-c,so:. n , c ,1t,lent .,ous a 

manner as possible It ..\ an unprecedented Hatement of r-• , R'": tu. much in the mould of 

the 1°th d\"nA<t} Sethos list conflrm1ng nrcess1on to th. mo,• r v (• " ('h 4 hg 36) s However, 

,, h,le Scthos relied on the sk1'ls cf ~he scribe to repeat a ~c:•c~ f c.irt o11ch•s, Ukh-Hotp hH 

augmented tic: nam~ cf !us ancestors by an 1conogrdph1c: pre ent,t1on of each one, a pertcct 

eiumplc cf the <!Xtens1011 ofb1oi;ra;,h1c tc,tual detail to the 1C<mograph1c art Al such this 1s not 

a b1 graph, bu1 a b1ograph1cal nfirmat1on of the ex1•ience of ,anous named ancestors On,. 

m1i;ht pc nt to the names attached to fam1lv "g..,res, cfficials, or sen ants m nu,,1crous tomb 

mur~ls, but dus \\Ould sc•m to uc a pos1me I n'1legc '"ordcd to a particular md,v,dual on the 

prenusc that b) being named one [j\ed This ,,as done by presenting the ,anous ofhc1als in 

1concgraph1c: form the narr: • descnpt 011 folio" mg in textual form The hst 1n Ukh,l fotp's tomb 

1s :here to rr~ent the names (and status) pnmanl). and the f,gur~s augment or illustrate the 

,tatcmer.t This I •t o• :ancient r OmArchs 1s not there to g,ve them life b~ nam,ng, as part of the 

fqneral rnes of Uk! hotp but 1s almost crra,nlv a declu.n1on of Ukh,hotp having bee11 "born so 

h1i;h" 

Not a b.,s1c: h1stoncal JUtement for the sake of record. nevertheless it has its roots m a 

b1e>graph1c b~ckgro1111d In the context In which 11 appe.Hs, ,t would seem to be a statement of 

\\otth, or c-,r,f1rmat1on of Ukh-hotp's right to his c:,alted pcs1t,on We learn that •n the 12th 

clyr,au~ t he nomarrhs "ere repl,ced b,· lesser off1c1als, cro\\ n servants directly responsible ,o 

the kmg (,.>,.ldre I 19S7 131) Tim cnange seems 10 h." e been c.::11npleted during the re1rn of 

Sem,ouet Ill ls n n t possible tli.,t Ukh-hotp, ,rn ire of the trends developing w11hm the 

mo1rnrrl1>·, ts s.-e~ ing :o continn his own pos,tton .,nd d1H of hs fam1l~, "h,le s11hstant1atmg his 

\, orth1ness ~nd 1131LI bef re th< d1 1n1t1es of the 1mrlrn, orld' 

l.llcu'lae ex1 t In the I t ,, her<' comemporarv records "ould l,.1,c:: en,bled an cst11na11on of the 

histcri al valu,. and ir uran· -,f the record, but th,s 111 no "av detra,ts fro,n the presence ,,nd 

lorm of the, 11,ural IU<'!f 

13 2 i11) REMAINDER Of l.1AI" CHM,'Bt'R ANO STATUE RECESS 

11 re IS h·tle ,, b g ed , d :a,I 1he oil1<r nnu b 111 th.- m "'' ,lun,be< They "re 

tNm1'"le :h 1r 1 11 ire 1, h1ch 1s th II of wr1cal Ir gmrnta ry t 

lun nry 1 1 d the entran. e to the st 111·•· •c~es• Ot intl°r<"5l are t\\ o 

rt Hr d s • ol t tal 1(' r<!<C'l "I ere he 1s sho,, 11 "r,,pped m ,, long 

l 1 ,nkct f g1 

. ' " . ' ~ .. ~ . . 
. . . . ,. . •. - .. ' , . 

; • , ( ...,,;... •• - : ' • f' 
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~:r;?,1 
~I~ ~- :--. 

Fig 215 fomb B4 J\leir, Ukh-hotp. Statue recess. 
architrave and north a,ul saurh jambs. 

:!69 

Fig 216 Tomb 134 .vleir, 
Ukh-'101p Sta we rcct•ss 
u•est u><,ll 1he uor1h 
,mJ w 111h wallr u1ere 
.11mil,~r u-i1!1 a ,lightly 
,Ji/f ert'ltl colour scheme 
111 1Jte c,.,11,..t/ p,mel 

i 
: 
1 

,. • ' l ' f • .'" 

- ~ 1 ' • \ • 

\ ·•. ' . . . ' 
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hg 217 /Inn/, 1i4 \fear, Ukh-iwtp /n11cr room nor1h wall 
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r ec'.g f ti str pc and fades to ,, h,te at 1hc 

nc fan !111 \ at1on, :mice tl,c ma JC r,t\ of the 

their office are sddom pvrtra)e I as 

k , 1 tp 1s d s ri~d on the north, rn s1Jc as •st'm p, 1elot, ~laster of 

f e c• d" nc ff1cc (,\Ir R Ill 25) On the southern \\all he 1s rm·rely 

Su
1
~ ntendclll o: the h e-;ts ,\Ith ugh the garm, nt rei,cmblcs :he onc• on the n..,rthcrn s,dc, 

tra cs fa fr led ed,;e at t c ~ p suggest that II ,,as pombl) made of l111en He has a staff m QOe 

har.d and m the otl <f s:,cl.. to" h1Ch thr, e fox-skins Me fam:~.-d 

The statue r<>cess tsclf nu: loscd b~ doub e Joors, hn a decorat..d ardutra,e on\\ htCh undt-r 

~ "inged disk ,ue the cartouches and attributes of ,\menc:nh.-1 II (:-..t£1R 111 Pl XIX • r,g 215) 

This s le mstanc<' of 12th (l\nas:, cartouchcs at :-..lt,ir enabled t!.e d.iurg of the otht-r 1\1,ddle 

Kr 
6

d m tomb haµds on tho• site The mte11or ol the statue recess ,,_s dccorat.-d 111 a colourful 

pala e ta adc d< ,gn m blue gre• n ) dio" md red ( :-..1 El R 111 f'l X.X ., / ,I( :! I 6) The ceiling was 

biue studd.-1" th ~cllo" s:ars (/ 1i: 210) 

The mclu 10n of the pala e •acade design ma) \H:11 ,nd1catc the .,smtAnce c, ro}al armts Cus1tc 

art it \\O ,!d nppear \\n con crnt>d "1th the natural interpreta11.m of hunun b<:mgs, ammals 

ind ,egetatt II ratl r ti n drau~l,u1nanlikc de$1i;1a 

13 2 l (g ) S~•ALL IN,-ER ROOM 

Th,, roorn conums a laht' dollr 111 the" est w~11, car,cd 111 st.:>nt>, but the resl of thew.ills arc 

e"'c-<:u:.,d ,n stu,co The ,e1l.n6 \\J\ s.,lrnon pink (m11tat1on gramte) but lacked tiie usu1I dark 

rt"d dnd biue ipots The ~ ,11es , h1 h co, <'r the \\ alls are ali of funera·y ong1n, containing food 

offcrn,gs sl.aug!iter111g and l-1 •1<11 scenes l:,rougl,t f.,r Ukh-hotp The 1tlustrat1on •~i the "est 

e1a1 of the nortli "all .\!Elf- 111 Pl XXI / 11, 21 i) g1, .-s some idea of the fme "orJ.. 111vol,ed and 

also the dJm.,g, th.-" d1I ho1\ sustau,cd 

The mur,h on •I c d1cr "al,• Me far more fragmentarv bu• suff10-:nl matenil rer.:ams to 

~orifirm tht:1• f ncr u\ :I c11 ~ 

13.3 TOMB 3 BENI HASAN. KHNEMHOTEP II (Figs 218,218a,21Bb) 

133 1 Tl-'1' - ~::::, r~crURE.OFTHE.lOMB 

fe11al cl.1, 

h, 1at 

portico frc :ed tomb \\1th 1,_., l.uge columm \\1th cir,u!ar ba<e; 

t 11\dlll ch~mber al11101t .: metrt• 1h1cJ.. The threshold of the latter 1s 

~ts Intel a"ld 1,11nbs "h,,h are fl.n ,onta,n an 111scnpt1.:,n S"'"tl 

ar to b, made al :h•· u,u.1I pr•> er to \IS1tors to g1,<' 

d .i t I , f Khner:1ho1 p arc also rccordt>d 1 h<! entrance must 

z-: 

. .. . . . . ·. . -~ . . . . . . 
.. . . ' . ... . . \ ' . 
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\ t " r . J r' e,<een ,n 

r av ard n e had a door frcm 

t\, o on ea h s,de rin pualld to the 

r ~ area of nc:irlv equal "1dth .-\ sn all pie e f 

: , a s (f c,ent t,> shew that they "~re !)Ol\'gona1 ar.d 

htl) I t d Thr e t mbs ot B I Ha an ha,e mamn~-p.>ttern decorated ce1l111gs, tomb 3 

bemg the &amp!es \\ here sene { s all r,.d and ye'lo" squares con taming quatrefo,ls of black 

and blu ~ are d" ad d by black I.re 

Tius tomb g, es md1cat ens cf ha-mg beer c m, le:ed since the floor, ,,h1ch is sunk l :?cm bffo"· 

the- open tc.-r c urt ,, as \H' I fm1sh d At the edstcrn end of the chamber the shrine ,, as 

""calfated dc-c.-p I t :• e rock I: had ., approach step 12cm high and double doors c,pet11ng 

1 >1rm , s J on,a also hJd II r t r tcl and docrposts on,. h1ch l,,croghph1c :e,ts ,.-ere 

ed At 1he en:ern end f the shr ne \\ as a large figure of Khnemhotep seated en a throne 

Tl I! "nllJC' statue had been cut a,-a) an 1 onl) a p.;>rtion ot the thr.:ine remam,·d "·hen Newberry 

rec :ded at (BH 151) Evade e rema mng ,n the torr.b sugg~u that ther" were more statu~s 

but noth ng f them 00\\ C'ilSU 

il:e t m nta n .;i a, er:, large mum•1w p: sho" non :he :omL plan 

13 3 2 THE TITLES AND STATUS OF KHNEMHOTEP II 

\\'h1 e Khnemh tep cla,ms Ix-th hercd,tH) and ,ppomte,1 J rlnc"I~ t1tl,•s, a/\t•pnncc and I;-•· 

rnncc la<' snot ca1lcd Gr<AI Chief an,t Im rank 1s ir. ,en .,s Adm1111strator of th.: E~stern ue,ert 

and h 1-prJIC" of \lcnat-Kh11t11 1 He docs not seem to i,a,e bccn appointed Nomarch 
11 

r~lir<'mhotep he! I t\,ch", pos•1h!~ 1h1rt een, c,,,1 rnles most of wh,ch arc sta ndard Apart from 

h assoc1at1,:,n '"ti, the:"'"' cl ~!cnat Khufu he 1s Ch,ef ,,fall prm,es, Hc whc, belongs to the 

double I o I\C (') cf ( ,, • 

He I ad : n re 
O 

s t t c r d c uc f ntcrcst smcc there I a ttong leaning 1owards the 

css 1 /11 

p• M.I cl /I rt 

' Ill rn t and 

A it 

ti 

Su r ntc ic, 1 ! the pnc : Pncs• o t //on••• ,·\111+1, U.J,,!:,. 

f :IC o:T1ccs 10 t C :c:nple of p,,1.:/,r, Chief Ill 

the ci1, ,. se •ct 111 add,11011 :o the 1:sual 

Khncml ,1cp II ",s grondson of Khnem:101cp I 

- 1 

e Ht :~ther :-,;,,her,, 1, ,1s /~1-pnnce 

r S b<'k• n~ h The µrc,m111~ ot 

: po b c : shn•, 1 f11rl\' comrrchcnsl\e 

, .. ' ""' . ' • l ,_, 

. . . . .-- -~ . . 
. . . . ' ... !• • ~ • 
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" u 1•1 m 1nc1ent Egypt through 

Kh<t> cbughter of an unnamed prmce 

tess 'Jf both I (urlwr and I' ,kht Before she 

f L ,1 (T h tJ \, as probably a concuLme She "as called 'the 

a q a1rtan e of r lord but h Id no rel g ou mies In Khnemhotep\ tomb she 1s not cal!l!d n/-,r 

I" •t..,d; of the Ho e•, although n the lintel of the unlm1shed tomb 4, next to that of 

Khnemhotep there I on.. hort ~e,1 \\ h1ch s ,ys --nie hereditary noble, Count, Khnumhotep, 

bc,n to the udv fthe Ho1. ,. Tcha(t)" There 1s a lat1m• ,,here the last •1• should h.we b'"cn 

Tchat 1s depicted on the \\e5t <"an and south \,alls of the ma111 chamber of Toml.. 3, and m the 

north-wl":St corner f the shrme A smJll boy and a girl (Klmemhotep and Sat•tp) arc shown 

\\Ith Tchat on th .. south (off(r1rg) ,mil They starid bdund tht! daughters of the first wife, who 

1s se.ated at an offenng tabl Bdo" and to the left of this scene uc four sons of Khnemhotcp 

eac-h called "the so, c-f a C unt f I bodv", \, hose motlier 1s 1dent1f1ed as Khcty Beh111d them 

stands the "Son of a Count l\ehen, be t the Treuurer Tch,,t The soo Nehe11, who secrm 

to have 6-cn the firstborn of Khncmhotcp ar,d TchAt was accorded the ••on of a Count· status, 

\,11hout the •soo ofh1s b.>dy" ep1tl,et, this prob,bly being the prerogm,e of tl.e eulicr sons born 

to the f,rn w,ft.. ~n h"recLtar)' princes, ,\ stelA found ,n tomb 360 on the lo\, er part of the 

necropolis says "Nl'her, born to Tc~ • .1:• Hc."e,er, these are ,ery modest tombs and there 15 

ncthmg to co1111e,t this burwl '"th the Neher, son of a Count, sho,, 11 on the ,,all of 

Khoernhotcp's tomb NaMes \,ere so fre 1uenth· repeated th~t 11 would be un,"se to iump to 

conclus1om •• Or.l' certainty here ho" ever, ,s that family membt:rs and their status has clearly 

been depkted 011 the 1Jffe11ng \,,,II W!·u:e the fit\ircs are styhi.ed and stand an lane, they serve 110 

purr,ose III the oiiering ritual ~pMt from their alter.dance, since none of the family members 1s 

sh<-" n earn mg an .:ittermg nor :akmg part 1n the ritual 

On tl,c \\CSt \,all. there ,s a ci1screpa11cy Ill showmg Tchat and the f,rst wife taking part in the 

funeral JO<HII<'\ of J.::hnemhotep to Abyd,:,s Tlus unplies that Khn.-rnhotep died before I 1s first 

\qfe \\'ard (19S4 5 l) refl"n :o 1h1s i.cene as representm6 •1he f1ct1onal 1ourn,·y to Abydos• As 

~,art r,f these I mcrar)' ceremor 1es the I resence of the t\\ o \, omen 1s undoubtccilv as f1ct1011al as 

tn<!' •est of :hem ul 

Thr-r.-1s no reprcsentJll0n of anv dr.,n,n, the dt'1t1<!'S n~nwd m mscnpuons being O,iru /,or.I of 

Hwms, ,I, ,,h,, J!,.r,b /',1/.:11!, (,eb, and ,,J1,,., ,,ho ts called •~1tstre\s of Sport" by Nc\\bcrry 

(BH I -15) 

Khnemhotep 1ncl11rlc- and textu•ll~ 1 lcnuf1es by n.une or olf1«.• \\ c-11 O\'C'r a hundr< d mdt, 1,l11als 

(Btl I .,,;.5 I) He sec-ms to ha\t' 111 ludeJ almo~t .,II the househol,I and estate st,ff trom a \alet, 

C od provider f ,e (u1 dcfm J t d ,11tt), a lCObc o. the uble, $Cnbe of bJrte-r, and 

n, o r .-~I r •~ t r encr d C rr 1 11 He al r• rdcd the pesence of nme p1c~ts 
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13 3 3 INSCRIPTIO",S 

13 3.:t•l THE OOORPOSTS Al,D ll'•TEL OF THE MAIN CHA•,IBER (DH 153,54) 

n t •,,oar a are,., orded n I ss t~an 1wen•.y thr<'e leastS on ,,h,ch funeral oftc,nn&s ar<' 

t be ix•• rmed Ont II th do rpost the titles of Khemhc10:-p are listed On 1he ,outh 

orpc ., m add t n h> t e u ,al ~Ip 1, ,,,u I formula am\ rnle> he,, called th-: "A.dm1mstrat0r of 

e e:istcrn dest'rt "I b-pr ~t { I ,:, H rm and I ,kh1 Sehera's son Khne1nho1ep born of 

Ba t" 

13 3 3(b) THE JAMBS OF THE MAltl DOORWAY THE LINTEL AND THE TWO ARCHITRAVES OF THE MAIN 

CHAMBER \BH I 55 ~i} 
u, c ;. \ e u ual in, ,31 n vi fer,ngs the hr ere 1;h phs being 

\, a s r I ted t re\emb,. r sc gr~n te The ap~als Me to ,1111,l•1;, / lorus, Thee 

n , cd and &rt'e 
and J' 1J.:h1 and the r .:era I n l re f Khnc hotep s utle f • Adm1n1nra1or oft he .,astern dc,ert • 

a r~ ,th I aHir an , ,. d sc·: re-as 

13 3.3(CI THE GREAT INSCRIPTION \Sci I Pis XXV and XXl.'l • Figs 2!8c ~nr! 2fld). 

C mpr sin., :?.22 ,er·1 al Ines this b r;aphical ,nscnptton "as '"1ttcn on the dado running 

around: e ·,~l's f the main c amber ,mmed a:eh bclo,. the paintings ,\gain s1mulat<=d rose 

granite torme,I a bachr uncl t gre,n h,er :~pin In \lei\· of 1hc magnitude v! the "orl<, the 

cutungand µa nung ,,21 fair!> ~ough ':e\\berr) s.ns that the mscnpuon contained n ~ny scribal 

"blunders , being d f11,u,; to un-' rstand froul line 1 £IS to :!~O l1 suggests 1nfen.>r labour, both 

s nbal and arman ~nd a Im te-\ d gree cf liter a'} on tl.e part of th!! tornb o,, ner o architect 

'e,er,1 elcss t~,s ,s ~ m • s ,.n f ant, xt ,al b1oi;rapl\\ of 1:s time ind phce 

Li 

h dert k a n'tsmen ace ,du, 10 1he1r 

d (BH I; n :e 3 
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a 1 •ed him admm1strator of the ea tcm desert, uJeb 
n~ l ~4 re rd 

pncst of II ,. ~ d 

Mcnat Khufu 

hr a d t t criu e of the tJthr.· of lus mother in the town of 

Lines 2 .53 then recm..nt the appom·mcnt of his gr1mdfathcr, Khncmhotep I m the pnncedom 

of :,.\er.at Khufu m the sub nomc of thr Roc.k cf //om (Imes L4-~6} artd later m the Oryx nome 

(l ncs 46-53) where the bound,mes to the south the Hare nome and to the north the Jackal 

nc.me, arc recorded It cont,rrns that tl-.e king m quet1on was Amcnemhet I who established the 

vanous oound,rncs and •set nrht th.it ... luc.h he found ruined (and) that which one city had taken 

frorr 1ts sister L1ty
0 1 

Lines 54,62 recount the appomtm.-i.t of Nekht (I), son of Khnemhotcp I, to the princedom of 

Menat Khufu Th,. ru!ing monuch who made the appointment was Senwosrct I. 

Khnemhotep II, cla1rrung his inhenunce and position through has mother, sister of Nckht, says 

m Lines 62-71, ·t "', a noble dire,tly from my birth" He speaks of~ing raised by the king to 

inhent the princedom of the father of his mother, Menat Khufu, to which he was appointed as a 

~-pnnce in the year 19 He does not, however, claim to~ a great chief or nomarch. 

In lanes 79-99 Khneanhotep 11 speaks of having made Menat Khufu rich, establishing chapels for 

the lf,1..1 of has father, and records all the Hnous religious festivals to ,vluch he gave his attention. 

He says that ,It the royal court prau,e for him was greater than for any other courtier and that 

the King promo.ed him from arnong~t his nobles. He expands upon his pnv1leges, wi.lch he says 

were such as were ne\'er before granted to servants of the monarch. He then ennumerate! the 

fa\'ours shown to has sons Nl"kht (11) who was appointed a kMqa-prince
17 

of the Jackal nome 

and his second son, Khnemhotep who cxcl"lled in oratory, and who was appointed the 

superintendent of the gate of the foreign lands" or the frontal"r. The monarch ""ho appointed 

Nekht 11 was Sen,,osret 11 

H3v,ng extol:ed his \'\rtucs as prance and admimstrator of Menat Khufu, and detailed the royal 

favours ~!tv , cd on himself and his sons by the km&, he stresses !us filial piety, tells of his 

father·s tomb ,n the city of Merncfert, amd speaks of following his example. His father's career 

as outlined ( 184-1 Cl2) He explains that his father made his tomb in order "that !us name might 

(~) la,ing in the mouths of the Pat" (BH 165) 18 HI" claims that his father "ruled !us city whl"n a 

babe" (BH I 65 l..inei 185-6) He aho says that the 'King kne\\ the place of lus tongue, the 

littlenl"s~ of his amb1t1on· (l:lH I 65 Lines 189-90) New~rry dra"s attl"ntaon to Linc 114 where 

0 hl" kne,, the place .:,f my tongut'·, e,actly the same phrase 15 usr 
I 

on ~half of Khnemhotep 11 

hunself This tt'\t mo,t's from third person, biography to first p'"rson autobiography In this 

instance (line 11-1) the passage 1s in the first pt"rson 
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4 

er tcd m hi~ 1ty ind upon ,, luch h,. has plact'd 

He speaks of mak1r1g a pool for the provmon o! 

a n .... er II c rm s th111 he 1s more excdlr.nt m mo11111ne:iu than the 

ancest r n mer w acts h.- has performed within the city he sa;s "m 

rdcr th.i n ~ 1 ht be- n blc upon evt'ry rn num«-nt that I m11dt' I entt'rt'd thy bo~t 

"I te O father c: n ud g -.,1h h s er/ 1 pnnce and Ji.1 ,pnnce t ties 11nd his name, naming his 

fatht-nnd "born fBa t" 

The name f the ardutc t of the tomb 1s also recorded, as 82qt 
1 

13.3 4 THEMATIC MURALS 

13 3 4(•1 SOUTH WALL (B111 Pl lCXJtV • Fig 1ft) 

Ths cffulng ,,all is "ell Foµort1oncd and co,t'rs t'.,c sub1cct \\1th ii neat orderliness There are 

no addiuonal sub1c ts the figures fit n«-atly Into all their apport·oncd sp-~es and the various 

aspects of the ti eme arc dc.rly d«-fined The five vertical lint's of hieroglyphs above 

Khnemhotep g1H his Htlcs and 1bove the altar the various offenngs, fifty-three m all, arc 

d,.t11:ed At top ccrtrc pnesu pt'rform funerary services, the standing man bclund the kncciing 

figures holding the Iona pace e of cloth for the removal of their footprints Officials and servants 

bring offermgs, but the fam•l~ members wrult" ln attendanct', do not carry anything 

'~· 
;:~, 
...:..1. 
1H 

I• ····1 .. --

Fiz 21 °1, Nelu!ra 
1h8 J w1h /1~1,re 
1/ i,, .,.1,ne 11 111 
1h11 vtruc.tl 
T<'gts:,•rs U'lfli 

rh.i: 1 ;ns ,1101he, 

Fig 2 l 9u 7 ch.ti, her ;011 ,mJ J.wgh1t1r 
I-la "'""t a, .it'ol·e hl!r h11aJ, 11<J'"t1s 1/ 
tli<' t11'V ,/11/,ir,m i11 1m,1ll hi11rog(vplis 

Khnemhotep·$ f1m , .. fe has not been seated near her husband as 1s fairly usual but occup1<'s he, 

own section m the top right hand corner She is sc,tcd on an ebony chair and is attended by her 

daughter, and Tchat _,,th ht'r s,;in (Khnemhotcp) and daughur (Sat-ip) (l-"lg 2 19a) The other 

sun, Neht'n suml.s bc-hmd the sons of the first mamagc in the next register (Fig 219b) The 
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, 1 a 1g1 d cxp1 ,na\ory o, 11cm, .md grea~ m 1ny 

an 1rn1 rr 1 1 c I •••ful prep,1rat101\ 3nd ~el,•ct1on of material 

f t 1 11 ra ,
1 
e arr cl irl~ 1 !c11tof1,·d ,nd al.hough this 1s a tot,,lly canonical 

ral, t 1,e r ., Ii .-d a r t. nn t b, o,erlookcd 

N rd t,nd,ng a false d001 a11d by tht" ume he cxca~ated 1t had undoubtedly 

d a1 pcared It sc O'S t h.,,·c lwen on the South ,,·all Ho"ever Newberry, BH 1·72 "Addit1om 

ar,d Corrt'Ctl ns Cr~at lnscn\ t1on", quote, Hay, saytng the dado is 48' (1,20m) high, the 

ins r11 11011 cc11p1es, <lepth of 28" l, 70t11) from the top and the false door reaches to the floor 
20 

13.3 4(b) WEST WALL (BH I Pl XXIX • Fig 220) 

·1 has wall woukl ~e• .n to be 111 d1rt><t rclat1onsh1p to the South (offering) ,vall Whereas the 

lancr ,~ c nc<"111<•d 1, 1th thl'.' rnes and offerings \o the deceased, the \Vest wall is largely 

concerned with th.- rro\lS1lln c.f the 11?cess.iry offcnngs and obligations to h.- undertaken on 

bch~lf of the d,;cca,~d 

The ui per re~.1s\~r abo,e the door 1s a short but fo,rly corr>plctc representarnm of the transport 

of a stat11,• ,n ,1 nae In the register just above the door Khnemhotep (he is named) sits almost 

with Im b.,ck to" ~r<ls the tc-rnb chamber He i~ attended by various officials beMtng funeral 

f.irn1\l11 e 

To the left of the ,kor ,n the upper register, fullers prepare material and carpenters prepare 

fmmtm.- Belo" th1, potter, art! at work, men are fellmg a tree and making a boat In the 

rtg1ster 3rd from tcp, we see t\\'ll boats be,ng used to uamport the children and h,iri,11 of 

Khnemhotep to Abvdos Newberry translates the text as "Coming to perform the ceremonies at 

Abydos h• the ~,1-pnr.<e Khnemhotcp" 

, 1s fairly standard represents a 
Th" should prob.,b!-. read fur the l!,1-pnnce and the murJI, " 

iourne\' d,," n stream to Du ,in< The sails are down, the masts at rest across the cabin The 

ship• Ml" using the current to tr.wcl towards the Delta Tim theme, together with the iourney to 

,-1,byd"s "1th th..: mummy, ,s a regu\,,r mcl11s1on 1n tomb murals, and as previously discussed, may 

b<" rerresent,1t1ve r,,ther th,111 ,,<111a\ The m,st,,ke ,,·ould substantiate poor textual work, the 

hieroglyph for t\bvdos bemg used 111 both this and the 1,1ural to the nght of the door which does 

slww the JOl1tne) to Abydos, with the sails correctly set As pomted out eMlier, m the 

/,<111111/boat sct>ne both Khety and Tch,,t are ,nduded. 

~elow the 1n11rnr.\111g bo,,ts ire 1,·e,\ers (Chapter 10 fix 161) , bakers, sculptors and the m~kmg 

of a shnne 
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r th r 
t I r I t.-r s ,, tlit' t ra~ a1 l ,,.,,1 t.-r111g of gr> ri 111 

~ d , , u bing a\i ccup,t,ons nee ·H.1ry fo1 the pr->duc:,on of 

Th.-, O\ age- f the n umm:,; t Ab) d s follows con,e11:1"n.,llv correct, tb· bo,1t conu1mng the 

deceased b.,mg to\,ect b tlie ~ ~•\\1th., ho1, •d s.1.I 

The fruit p1c\..,ng and ga<denmg s ene' 1.,troduce~ some bauoons m one of the trees, while the 

Ii;! 2 20a) Belo" 1s a foh-catchmg and fording picker, ga:her figs (Cornelius 19':l'• F,g EH 

scene, not parttcubrl~ ,··ell d<!\ elo~• 'but possibly a fairly "ob\ig.,•ory" component to this type of 

mural Note her ... the s1t1-,g -.f the rt\, r h,lf way up the wall on each side. Necessitated by the 

fishing scene which shows tht nver at i), .. 1--.,·om, .s ts usual, the artist raised the level of the 

nver for the boating scene 111 ti,,. , tght ha1 1 1 r,1 and presunably raised the river on the left 

hand side to complement the bo~ung scene on l:,e nght The level of the pa1nt1ngs does not 

exactly match 

Th<' South wall"~. undem,,bh a conw·n,1on,,l offering ··all, ,·tth the addition of personal details 

of Khnemhotep\ f,m,ly relat,onships The West wall, c-,,mph•ments and is supportive of the 

South wall \Vhtle m1tially 1t gives an 11nprernon of be•'1g the workings of the est~te and mi,' : 

b: mterprete,-1 as a substitutional d,•sire on t e part of the tc1111 owner to r..,peat such activittes 

11, :he nether-,, orld, en:rvthing shown has ~ d,re...t relat10!1 t• •he funeral. funt>rni furniture 

and/or offerings i r the deceJsed T11.- concept th : J mural sc cit ,, tlm 1s mer-•ly a subst1tut1on 

for life tn the luture \\'ould !<"1!111 tv be unrtoason~1,1e b.· 11,se :n s.:ek1ng eter111ty one does not 

make provision for a fu:url' funeral or 1ourne> to A., c1,, Tim, 1t 1s s ,ggested, ,s cof'lfirmation 

of all things havmg been done In th~ case of the bo;1t Jt"urnevs, the .~ pictorial repr,.sentations 

will suffice and should anythint: else have be,.n omitted, the manufacturing of the necessities of 

the burial" ould doubtless serve to make good any defic1enc1es This 1s allied to "offerings" but 

has mo,ed away from the after life and much of the "all ts concerned with the ac1ions 1n this 

lifo concomitant ,,·1th the effective provision of ne,ess1t1es for the tomb and the world to come. 

They ~re not necessarily intended to be repeated ,n the after-worlci, as the food provided on the 

offering,, all, is to suffice should th,. feast-d~y offerings fail to bt! ob~erved 

13,3.4(c) EAST WALL (BH I Pis XXXII. XXXIII, XXXIV = Fig 221) 

This w~II, which surrnunds the entr,,nce to the shrtnt, 1s devoted to Khnemhotep \\'ith th..­

tradmonal fowling sc~ne on the left of the doMway, ~nd spear-fishing on the nght hand sloe 

(8 2 I, 8.2 2). 

On the left he 1s ~,.::ompmwd ,n the bu ,t b\' "1115 uelo,,.d wife, the Prlest-:1~ of //o1r/1or, daught ·r 

of a !1,1-prmce L,d" of the l,011~..-. Khd~ • 
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a 
a I male f gun: capuoncd "Trea~ur t!r, Keeper of the 

lo N ti!' Beneath lxith mur~ls on ,.,lch side of the door 1s a 

1he le-ft under the direction of the superintendent of the fisher, , 

Mernuhotep 1 ... t e nght a ,cenc which appear, to havc followed thr t,ghung boatmen 

concept but fa1le, t mp te 1t Such scene~. v. hKh 111ay ha, e stani:d as ~ tural f1ghtmg seen~ 

appenr to ha,c de\cloped mto a form of 1oustmg The tomb of u1 artist Ni. nkhptah (c 2450) 

show5 lum enJO},ng a meal ma canoe wh1!e boatmen f,ght or ioust alongs1df (Aldred 1980 87 

Fig 47 • I ,g 2??) 

1-'n'. 222 fi,:/111111{ br 111t1<'11 from rvmb of 
~. 1r:Hrz.1h S,11•k.1r,1 C 2450 

In the mural on t: ~ East waH, the familiar figure of the man falling overboard, and held by his 

companions has ~ !' .-.luded, but there 1s no evidence of fighting, which 1s usual with this 

·overboard· t' ,e ~either are there ar,y dangerous animals shown m the lower scene$. On the 

ldt , foh occup, ;·e water, on the right there 1s only foliage. The hippos, crocodiles and a 

snake(') arc shc:-,, • n the scene v. here Khnemhotep is 1ncludecl. 

\\1lile the cat,hi~~ :,f fish could be construed as supportive of the South and \VC$t walls, the 

c.ipt1ons accomr.i·,.ng the murals ~round the shrine entrance make no such suggC$tion. Seeking 

religious aspe, ts ,:· r..ich murals, the duck-hunting and throw stick murals have been seen as the 

control of disord~ ,S 2 1 ) , "hile the clapnet has been seen m the light of the fate of the enemies 

of the \,,.mg Whi'.t such 1mplacat1ons cannot be ignored, this wall would appear to be devoud to 

the prnwess and :- ~isure of Khnemhotep himself The duck-hunting scene has a short reference 

to his h•Jntmg ::,_; mainly contains his t1tlC$ The nght hand side is more expansive. 

Immediately un,~~ ;!, .. fnNe Khncmhotep 1s dcscnbed as greul in fuh , rich in urild fou>l, loving 

1he g0<lJ,.s, of 1h,•. ~.ise The 1r.script1on accompanying the fishing scene says that he is canoeing 

1n the papyrus l~:.l 1nd the pools of wild fowl, marshes and streams, thl!.t he 1s the chief canoer, 

capturing bird: r .: :1sh Th~ lo" er caption also encompasses the scene above the door where, 

accompanied b~ : , son Nekht, and the supenntende:tt of the Treasurers, Baqt
22 

he personally 

hunts with a cl1,: c: · The ltxt e:.plams that, hidden by the screen, he closes the great clapnet, 'l 

a:td that spemr . , .t!i ,h~ ~1de:tt he transfr"<r-5 thirty fish The fish are the usual two shown in 

28S 
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SCC'nC$ (8 2 J t t! C"V art' , rt'pr ertat ve rathi:r than a tu:il a d the whole 

c!es :on 1s bas1call) c n,cntl n l Th" text al•o concludes although th• t n 1s not shown with 

tl-c anr.rt1on tlut the cl.a\ of hunt.r.g h ppupctamu5 IS dc1.ghtfu 

/\:!hough one c 11.s this con, cnt1om1 , tt mun be ackno\\ lcd6ed that the altcnuon to deta I In 

respect of tht• birds 1s \\C.rth noting l:t the clapnet scei.e abo,e tht' door, there are two sont 

(aac11) bushes on which b,rds a~c p~ched, inad,.quatelv ,llwtralecl 111 hg 221 Fortunately, 

some careful and dt'ta1led coloured dr.mmgs were made of somt' of thcs<" b,r<ls 
2
• When found 

the hr-opoe, he"ron and spoonb,11 could easily be 1dent1f1ed among a ,11r1e"ty of bud ltfe The bt'st 

iigure m tlie whole collect1on was adiudg,.J to be tf at of tt,e" rl'd-backed shnke Ho,..ard Carter 

c.:-mmented that "even an orn1tholog1st could cnt1ctst' only dt"ta1ls" (BH IV 2) 

0-ie of the most interesting crt'Jtures In the papvrus stC'ms on tht' nght hand s,de of the 

c..."'<lrway 1s a cat (BH IV 2, Pl V) "hich sits on a stem of papyrus bent beneath 1t weight The 

1::reed of cat has been quest1011:d, the conclu51on being that 11 rc-presenu a domestic vanety 

i:-:-mbly brcught from far south 
25 

\\'iule ont' cannot determine a con'<:ntlon~l set pattern for tomb murals on particular walls, 

::mbs w1th statut' recesses or mches, and t~ose with shrines, would seem to group offering 

r.urals around such sect1om Even m the"1r damaged state, tombs B2 and B4, among othen m 

~:e~, h,l\e a tendency to surround the focal statue•po1nt, at which the festal offermgs would be 

_-,en, ,..,th scenes arphcable toJ these nte. In Old Kmgdom tombs outdoor scenes such as the 

::-Arsh, huntmg and fishing murals were usually dc,e to, or 1ust 1ns1de, the entrance to the mam 

c'-.imber One canr.ot dismiss tht- unorthodox placing of tlus mural as mdifference or 

:-1c,.quacy on the- part of the" designer It 1s tht'reforc not unreasonable to question the reason 

::r the placing of the Khnemhotep-onentated marsh scene, ancl •ts clearly defmed stress on the 

1::nbutcs, skill and pleasure of the nobl" concerned It 1s intended to discuss tlus later when 

usemng the development and 1ntent1ons of murals in thes,. tombs 

1l J.4(dl NORTH WALL (BH I pt ltX:I. • Fig 123) 

.•.: first glance a tudiuonal "hunting· and ·watchmg" wall, this mural mcorporates material which 

; Ls mto nett her category D1,·1ded mto SU< mam registers \he top two are sub divided ovr.r part 

:-· their \t'ngth expanding the a,11labl" space to embody a greater number of ammals tn the 

• _.,tmg scene than is usually poss1blt" 

_._::-.."lt'mhotep, his figure sp.rnmng three registers, and clad in kilt and what appears to be an 

:, ersk.irt, 1s sh.-,, n tn hunting stanct', lCcompamed by his eldest son Nekht, and Khnemhotep 

"-'n ofTchat, They are clearly named (upper left corner) as is Khnemhotep "born of Baqt". On 

:.·e South and \\.'est "alls. K.hne"mhote"p sho,, s no ammat1on On the former he sits 1mmob1le, 

:~t hart' faetng th!' offcnng tabll' 
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Fig 223 Tomb 3 Deni 1 lasan, KJinmthotep 11. Norrh wall. 
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g 

k, • a d 

• pt g r ,. t head t med a\,~y from the viewer In 

sun e a deulled fa~tening t > 

'.'Ii: passes through the t, e He Is no longer •the 

d encd· but th e torr.e of a I, ng 17'lln He 1s accompanied by At:endants and hunting dogs 

In the desert s enc an ~•tempt has ~en nude to contour the groun.c! level, but ,n geneul tl-e 

figures are conscrvau,,. and the mot.f of predator t1k1,.., :he ne,v,bom 1s frequently included ,n 

such murals \\'oundcrl animals ~re dep1Ctl'd without emotion, the anirr.1ls showmg little terror. 

Ho"ever, e,e:, th• con\ent,onal •mtude of the animals does not d,min1sh the impression •>f 

ac:t1vtty In compamon, for tnStJnce, wnn the beasts led to slaugh.ter on the South wall The 

~nimals are a maxed selectton ga:.:ell~. ibex and oryx, but the real interest hes ,n the small garr:e 

The huntan~ sc.-n.: 1s in fact, c1v1ded into two parts This has been sl..1lfully done bv the d1v1s1on 

of part of th,:, two registers 'l/h1le •he two larger lo'ler Lcc:1ons of each register are confined to 

hunted gam" the ti, o smaller sections above the h,.nting portions are confined enurely to t 1e 

desert ~nd its nc-n-huntcd beJsts, like the monioose, hedgehog and on the upper right 'lf the t~p 

r•g1ster i hare ,, th tra.l,:ig ears The hare, ac:cord,ng to Boni, ic~ "as a sa<.red animal 1n ma:'ly 

land.s mclud,ng E, j:t "hale •h,- hed~ehcg "a, ~=cred to ,.,lil,~c, as was the gazelle to Hor 1.; 

The dog•l,ke treJtures m.lY be in:cndea as Jackals 

Fig 224 Vari,mc, of 1h11 sig11 of Cu .. aL' 
fro'" rornb, Bl ,B2 ,111J 84 ,\lt!ir 

Bonw,ck ( 1956 2:!5-::!38) in a chapter on animal worsh,p, refers to the 1ackal being mtroduccd at 

Bent Huan \, 1th a "olf and otht'r wild animals (23 I) He also speaks of symbolic monsters 

which occurred as early as the 12th dy11ast~ The Scd,a had a serpent's head and hon's u,1 The 

Sh.1 was a quadruped" 1th lolng squMe cars The S.k h3d the forefeet of a hon, the hind olnes of 

a horse, a straight t31l. and m.,n) triangular 111,11111•1/~, There ,,~s a "mged oryx and human 

h.-aded griffon (:33) ,.\ long-necked beast on the upper register of the North wall does have a 

human face between 3 pair of wing, on has back. At first glance this might appelr to be a bird 

p•rched on the anlmJI but close scrutmy definitely defines th1S ~• a human face. In the lo,~er of 

the small registers th<" prcd.,tor newborn motif is repeated but the animal IS free, not ,n capuv1ty 

~s the lo" ,.r register That these J:<:Culm beasts "ere well esubhshed by the 1\.1,ddle Kingdom 
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1,o\1lcl, cm to be nf1nned b> the s i;n fi r Cusae, t1,o lo·" ..,eckcd lcop.1rds on either s,d,. of a 

rru • f re epr duced ma v • et) fv.a)s (MEIR II Pl XVII Deutl • Pig 224) 

What 1,c 1,ould seem tc.- h•ve in tomb 3, however, arc the two faces of Khnemhotcp's desert. 

Barro\\ \\ nttng of the Kalahar a desert area I cry ~mular to the desert regions of ancient Egypt, 

and where tudty the orvx and desert Lon stall roam free, say~ "survival means not only life but 

death Every h11ng thing depends on some other l111ng tlung for its c:.istcncc" ( 1975:3) He as 

"ntmg of the desert Khnemhotep knew The predator/ newborn motif repeated so many times 

In thc:le desert scenes shows l,:tle anguish Only someone acutely aware of the nature of these 

animals and prevailing conditions could repeat such an act an P••nt This motif 1s not confimed 

to tomb 3, as alreauy pointed out, but an its setting, where the predators and ~mall animals, even 

the hcdechoii and mongoose arc ::!cp1cted apart from the hunt, one must concede an attempt to 

Ct'nvey something rather more than the hunt itself. Khncmhotep 1s the Administrator of the 

Eastern Desert In showing the hunt, the artist has endeavoured to depict the desert, even to 

the extent of the mythical animals associated therewith. 

Standing alone, the lion, is left untouched by the arrows If one considers the anguished 

portrayals of hunted hen. in Assyrian bas-reliefs, (Cornelius 1989 74-75 Fag, ◄a-b, Sagas 1962 

Pis 43A, ◄jB), the difference in the Egyptian approach 1s marked Little c•n compare with the 

d1gn11y and po\\er of the desert hons who sunwe against all odds, Euly in their history the 

Egyp•ians equated this power with their monarch who was not averse to adding lus face to the 

body of a lion, al:hough •lways m a benign pose. The second creature from the left of the small 

lower register appears to be a cat s1rrular to the one who graces the mar.h mural 

This desert scene 1s 1nformat111e rather than naturalistic. It shows the nature of the desert area, 

undulating, with scant foliage, the animals that were hl nted, the animals that were not, the 

mythical beasts and, above all, IJmcmhotep the huntsman on one side and the watcher on the 

other concerned "1th the rendering of the accounts 

If one considers th~ desert hunting scene from the North will of Tomb 2, Beni Hasan (Fig 204), 

the difference ts marked No small predators nor mythical animals ar~ incluC:cd. There 1s one 

animal which 1s probably intended to be a c',cctah, and the lion is well out of proportion. This 

register 1s separated from the \,atching scene by a register concerned with the procession and 

transport of a statue and naos Arncnemhat •hows no Interest in the hunt whatsoever In both 

tomb 2 (fig ::04) and tomb 15 81qt (Fig 162), the top registers show• marked resemblance 

except that m)'th1cal animals appear an the latter (Fig 162a) Both arc stereotyped alth-:iugh the 

animals an tomb 2 sho\, lmle more animation than an tomb 15 

The men slaughtering game behind Khncmhotep hne little significance other than to record the 

action and the off1c1al responsible 
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p t \\al 

betwttn l r, r of Kl,r ... mhotcp t r hunter and 

to a roup o p pie a nvu,g and !ieing received by 

X 0,:UI I II' 22 S) 

1-ig 225 1 omb J Bena 11.u,m, KJanmif,01,p 11 
North 11.ull, <4rriml of .Amnu 

Thas mur•I has ~en reg•rdect as the oldest p1c1onal record "'" h•ve of As1mcs cntenng Egypt 

They are described in the 111,,ral •s ,\ on., "fore,gners" and since the As1at1c t.tle would amplv • 

tar larger geographic •rea of oniian th•n would be Justaficd, the name recorded on the wall IS 

pornbly the better title The papyrus roll held by the royal scribe Neferhotep records, "The year 

VI under the m•1csty of Horus the guide of the t"'o lands, the King of Upper and Lower Egypt, 

K/w,lrfu.11,•rrt' (Sc1,"osret II ), the number of Aamu brought by the son of the ~-pnncc 

Khnemhotep, on account of the mesdcmt (eye-paint, stah1um or khol) Aamu of Shu number 

amo·-:iung to r (BH I Pl X..XXVIII • / 1g 22ti/ The Aamu arc headed by a colourful 

prnonJlaty :\bash~(,) (BH I Pl XXX detJ1I • 1-ig 22l) 

Sh.-a ( 1981 : I 9), b •la!H"> th,s to ha-.• b ·en one of the notJblc c,cnu of Khncrnhotep'• period of 

'1ffice, mcntmg 1ndus1011 111 Im t"mb Smee Khnemhotep ,~as not a nomarch, such a direct 

utru,t1"n f:orn the king ,,oulJ 1-'>\lnibly HSume great ,rnporunce Shea 1dent1faes these people 

as Amontes 2' 

That there arc ,.m-g,Ht1g irgu·11enu u to the 1dtntaty and antcnuons of these people, fails to 

detract from the rca!1t) o l th.,,r portrayal, and no-one appears to ha,e e:,.prcssed doubt as to the 

actuality of thl' h•ppc1,111g Th,s mural has mo,cd cnurcly 'lut of the realm of ma111c, 

subst1tu11on, pu-.cr of tl•e '>Ord and image, and funerary ar1 an gcner.l N"t onh h 11 • rf'cord of 

2~0 
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t 
I 

ter rc:~t n of th1, ~ u n of the 

b,..t cd kc (198-1 203, finds th.u a gre~t many 

q c t1ons rcn n adequately documen:ed th~t thC$e people 

, er n fact m,ng t 

extrem y log1cAl a~pc~l 

t pt w k at the rec vcrv of the eye p.,int ( 1 Ni-I 205) h.n •n 

~ ::,_J [\_ l, \t ( ~ i=: :=i ~ 
{_~l\ 1(1 ~P-~,K 

1,11111 nr1 ,=;>' c::,<==--I -

11g 210 I cnnb 3 Be111 I f.u.m, Jvuu-mhor,p 11 
l'.itrvr, roll ,,corJmg amHJ of A..1mu 

Fig 227 linnb 3 Bm1 /lw.ran, 
Kh,iemhot,p II Norrh uull, 
Abuh.i(i) th,• lr.A,lrr of th. A"'"" 

. ' 
. ..._... ·..;,,:_. : 
~ . ' :~ . 
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I 
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d 

m r•I ll h uld ~ noted th.1t 

m ti c a uon on tl,c w~II 

2 2 4 J nett her of the frg11res 

arc, f th ltun In the top 

He 1s ccompantC'd by thr,e dogs, ol "h1ch 

IS and re I br edm6 ~ Hr ot short-legged hounds "ii The other 

gh1 I 1111d Thev all appear to be pcts, as opposed to the hunting dogs 

Intl • t pre-gin r Tl e scene 1s not agncultural, b ang contt'rned with animal husbandry and 

the keeping of ducks Registers 4 and:; ha,e t\\O lines cf rnen facmg Khnt:mhott'p, named and 

de gnJtcd u to du:1es md It 1. lntt'restmg to note that thev do not ~ar produce or funerary 

,fts They appcar to be there merr.l~ to record their exl\tence u Khnemhotep 1o•atts m h1S great 

mscnpuon t\ s1 n lar Inc f ff 1al1o appears 111 th~ !ifth r~ister on the North "all of tomb 2, 

Amcntml ~t (hg 2 4. 

On the N rth \\ all oft mb 3 the f gures 1,, ti e filth reg1Hl'r 11<' follow I'd by ml'n with , 1ttle 

and fo" Is both tnrmnrd creatures, and \\lid ones c.,ught tn a net At the far end of the fifth 

r<'g1stcr (left) men ■ re I rce•feealng animals Whether the lorcc fcedmg was for human 

cor..urnptton or ti C' prcparat on of prize antm.,ls for the religious fcrnvals c.,nnot be determined 

If ti latter, h \\ ,er It" Id accord "tth the long I st cf fcrnv~ls for ,,·h,ch 1-:hn .. mhotep 

kn \,I d c ent e a•t1tudt> of the man rntl 1\ourmg to force an ory, to lic down 1s 

r r t am car me l r 1lt"s although the st.rnce ~ppcars to be accurAtc 

/\t the nd of the r " ~ m~n 1s force fced,ng a goose The cattle 111 this 

unu ,I eru1 t r. 

(BH I Pl XX\'11) 

mural bear little or n rclat1 n to the sund,, I ,foc1le bc~su a\, 11tmg slaughter on the South wall 

The bulls meet head• n but there 1s no rd g,011, con"out,on so far u can be ,cen and the -anous 

mti,.ed flocks and I t-rds of ,mall an11nals 011 the lo" er rt-g1ster 1ostlc one another m typical 

fohton Th.-. rolling an 1s dri"n III a n~tur.,I manner 31 l\lany of the drawings on this wall 

,uggcst a pou b',. 1qfi~enct- from th<" ndturalist1c art cf Cusat" 

The ~nlmals tre n mbert-d ,n th us.mds, but one suppost"S the,e figures arc largel>· 

rcprcsentame rath~r :han actu~I Then Hur<' ,,f tht" lane! a, a1l,1ult' for keepmg such beasts would 

negate O\t'r•lirjle r. ,-s Mc! crd 1\t the hot10111 (right) nurnerou scribes kt-ep t he a.counts 

\t,O\t" Khnemhoteps h<'ad .ire the mual titles, and co11f'irm,H1on tlu t he, is 111,i..i, "seeing" t ht> 

cattlc • h1 11 MC' ~mg br.:>ught l~fore lurn Tht' Ory, nome s,gn 1s at the bottom of the tlurd 

,crtic-,il rt-g1ster Khrc111ho1cp ~gJ1n ,, CMS his s,rnJals hut tl,e frcnt of th<' kilt differs from t hat 

m the hunting f 1cture 111d1c.1tmg ~ ct-rtdln a1110Jnt of 111d•v1d11ality m the dcs1gn of this wall It 1s 

a carcfql m1'ture of :he c n, ent1onal and person.,! Th~rc ,s no sugg<'rnon f the rcpet1!1\ e "J,,r 

1/11 hr," such ,111s t bet., md n the \\est \,all ol the tomb ot Ukh•hotp BZ ~!cir (f 1>: /Oti) 

O•ht·r th~11 th ,\J ti er ,r r o" , ,en pr.:sc, t 111 tlus 1n11r.11 ~nd ihc onh butcher111g 1~ of 

t~e ,, 1ld n.mals ,J 1ght 11 :1,,. hunt F.,en this 1s .n1111mal 1 here arc 110 prit'stl> off1,1als or altar 

J 
I 
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at n lu on to the hun1111g 11 ere 1s 
a 

r f1\l11r g of any \..mct 1 1J1cludecl 1 lus ~n leaili t o the 

R r, rnblerl piece of "orl- u one sur.pecu of other n1urah 

\, ti out u v appa r• nt relJ\1011 10 the ret of the th,m,· Aga111 tomb 

~ r B2 11 an exam e "I er bul are introduced m the 101-.r register of tht" West 1,all, having 

no onnec11on \-,th d rner.ttc canle { 12 2 3) 

While "°'era\ of the 8t"rtl lla,an 101111» cont~ln both 1Hestle-n and nuhtary sce-nes, neither 

~ppeir m t111s t mb 1en although one ol Kh11emhott"p
0

s sons "a~ nJmed Captain of the hor.\ 

ll r ancient ~gvpuu1u "er.- greatlv put1.1I to tttles and 1\ may be that 11 war. all that remained of 

the "m1liurv•, su1 e 1,e cannot tell whtther a group of sold1en was suuont"d at Beni Hasan at 

that ume Khne111hotep one ma) be r.ure, would hal'~ included a mention of them m Im tomb 

h~d the) been of a11y pe"onal s1g111f1cm,e 

13 3 4jtl THE SHRINE 

\\'h1le the entrJnC<" to Khnemhotep's slmn<: \\IS r,omc1, hat uncon,ent1onal (13 3 4(c)), the 

rntrrior conformell t ou lly to "h~t "ould ha," been e,pccted The ce1l111g "as ornamented with 

small red ~nd )dl01, ,quarcs con1.11111ng bl""- quatrefo1ls 111 rt-d squares and blue quatrefo1b 1n 

yellow squares The fr1t-ie "ar, thf' usu.ii khdt<!r pattern': painted in red, blue and green 

B<"neath tlm ~ncl at tl1c- s1dt's of the ,,wlls \\,U a border of ycl101, , rc-d, blue and green rect.111gles, 

,epar11ted by b!Acl.. l,ucs c:ncl,mng ., 1dutc lmc- The dado 1Hs c:l;ibor,tely dc,oratcd In contrast 

\\1th the main cha1n~1 • here the dado 1,as occupied by the ,nscn •t1on, the r.hnne dado was m 

lolour only O n ~ narro" b~r.<' painted 10 resemble red granite-, 1s an c:labora" palace facade 

pattern 111 ydl01, Jnd red pal'dhng 1,11h ,ert1C'al stnpes of ,cry mull green and yellow squares 

E1,1ht colourful ho11rontal l111e-r. f1llc.-d "1th I mous patterns on a light-grey bad.ground "er" set 

abo, c the palace facade oes,gn 

1 he figure of Khncmhotep 111 the l~ntre of the East ,, all 1, as cHved out of the solid rock 

( 13 ~ I) Flan\..11111 d11s, on the left hand side, ,, as an inetse-d and painted portrait of Khf'ty, the 

f1rr.t 1, 1fc and on the rip.ht , mCtsed and pamtcd portraits of two othe-r women, one of 1, horn was 

his mothl'r, Ba\..t 

The rnurals .ire all or1cnt,\\e,l t o,, arcls th figure of 1--hnemhotc-p Three dJughters approach the 

r.tatuc: on the N1Jrth "all On thc- north mie of tht- We-st ,, all, 1s a standing figure of Tc hat and a 

much dt-fau!d offoring su:nc- (BH I Pl XXXVI ,,, / 1g 228), and on thc- South wall (BH I Pl 

,xxv11 • / 1~ 229) are ll\e o f th.- rnns of "hnemhotcp Behind the- sons arc officers and a 

lc:-tor 

rhf' cor111111tmf'nl to C'o11fo11111t1 m the.- \hrmt" "ould ncgatl" all) suggcs11.:,n that this tomb 1, as 

unorthodo, ·11", "hole ~iproMh to the clc:cora\1on of tomb 3 appNrs to ha1e been well 

. ~ . . 
.1. , 
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\\ t t al" •k rn , h•,e ceen 1nd1ffer .. 11t 1h1\ tn no \\ay 

1 ,. t' s nbc .,nd art1s: "ere not nece$s~rilv complementary 

Fig 228 Tomb 3 Beni Hasan, Khnemho1ep 11. 
Shrine nurth side Cl/ u-e•I u.'<Jll. 
Tchm and (de/1.1ced) offering sce111!. 

1~1"1~r±~'.' 1~@1 eJ~I 1~1~\f 1: i'J)~\i 

\,,, ,,,-- ) ,-- " -~·' ... J,t .. --

./ 

·'~/' , ~ . I' ~ -:i __ ., ,_::::::. I I.' I - -
A - It' - .. , .. u ' \ ': .. - ~· ' - -' ~ 

"I 1 , . 1._,i Ii j • / ~,i'- , ~1 ,\ to ,/ !.! 
/ I ~ • 1· •· r : ~, ,C.' I \ • • 
~--\ - ... ,_,\ .... ___ ,., ,,, • 1 

I J',.. .\ \ I I . . ' 
J I } .• ' i rff\'r-, ;~ - \·. 

Fig 229 f'umb 3 8t'lli I la.sa11, Kh11emho1ep II. 
Shrine w 11th tt'<lll, the five .,Olis of Kh11emho1,,p. 
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► 

s s l e last of the B r ~ asan t mbs to be discuned ,\ furtl er two tombs, one from Me,r 

.1nd one from el 8<!1' hl ~ nn ire sub1ect of the next chapter, lugely because they contain matter 

,o mdivadual 1n content that the) fonn a compatible imk with the trend towards personal 

biograph) m the Ben Hasan group 

1
1 o bt cfocu\3C!J r.n the not c bptcr 

1 
Dia\ krn,an commcnu that dus ,h.tpd (B-1) h..; \uffercJ more dam.a gr th.tn any of the otht rs, lhc: wall, of 

lhe outl'r room bcr.ng terribly shattered (MJ::IR 1:9) 

The murals Ul his tomb, (dLSCov,red tn 1899), havr.ng survl"c:d the: quanymc:nt wc:n! further darna1.cd by 

c:xrosurc: to ll'aMg bluts of sand-laden WUlds which blow strongly across the: desolate: area of lhe 

nc:cropohs. Tracings which ha,c survived "ere: pr0<.urc:d w1lh great diJl1cultv in spite: of thjs wind which 

consuntl\' dt,jtroyed bolh murals and tncmcs (MEIR Ill. 10, 11) 

l GarJ,nrr (1957 -165 F31 ), lhrc:c: foxrs' skins tied together 

'G1·J1nrr 1957 176 K"<'i iii as 1'rt, urnus The cobra on basktt 113 he gives as the: determinative for 

coddcssc, llus 1s r,irticularlv •= i;itcd w1lh l:djo the: cobra goddess of the roval title: "Two ud1es•. 

Usuallv th, roval title: IS sho.,.. nu I cobra on one basket and • \'Ulturc: on the: other. 

s Uto i~ thr form u~d by Blackm4n Ganilllc:r gt,c:s WaJ(y)1 'EdJo' (1957:4 76 I 13). 

• Blackm.in speculates that there: ,aMot have ~en more: th.tn these twelve rows unkss (which IS unlikely) 

the room wu high,r here than on the north 11de ol the: approach to the: satue r '"SS (MEIR 111:16 note 

10). 

1 
Killen, d,s..ussr.ng .,..ooJ, in us..• m ancier.l Egypt says Wl ebony would have bttn sl. L oed from rc:110ns 

,outh of Egypt, suth u Nub1.1 Dunng the r3r!Jest dy'llstJes he says th.tt only sm,U s1 •,lies appear to 

have ~rn aviuable In the Ne" Kingdom, the te1T1f)le of Hatshepsut al Dc11 t' Bd•.ri r ·~,, Egypllal'IS 

cuttlllg br:a11l hes from coon~ tn:rs m Punt for transport back to Egypt. Ebon), beln, • • ,t wr., k, Killen 

'll}'S 1t wu valul'd rughly throughout the cast Med1lrmncan region and gifts of cl.. fur •turc: were: 

made: by the bter kings of [gypt to the rulen of other countries ( 1994 .8,9). 

• The fam,ly history and genealogies of the PMtts of Cu:iic LS ducusscd by Blackman in MEIR 13-13. 

9 
Although N~.,.. berry U!>l.'S lhl' word "throne·, there SCtl"IS to be notlung tc delmc thlS in .crms of o~ ' lJI 

ru early as the 2nd dynasty. stc:la shows P=r N1Su-heqet scm·d on a h1gh-backtd cha11 which Kil, 1 

assumes "m,ght rrpn:scnt an carlv throne" (199~·27) f"wo thrones "'re: found r.n the tomb of 
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ut.inkhamun 
(Dnrod Nnbl ourt 1963 42 Pl :\l, and an c~t•• one "'1th a curvr,I st"al but w,thoul anm captioned 

~h "l'<ck~1ntlcal lhronc• (1963 52 Pl :\11) , rr u a tcnd,·n,v t <l attnb11tc mol\oln:hial ambitions to 

$0mc or the nonun:lu, and 11 may wdl b(• tru but It woulJ Ix- unY.1sc to spt:,11latc on this from the 

ohJ< ton wl,i.; h KhMmhotrr "as atro, s1n(<' 1t IS not suffiocntlv .Jcntificd or detemuncd. 

Although pronounced Ill the s.amt" "•~ as the men.Al necklaet the latttr 1s mn11 with Ult detemun.at1vc S 

IS, thl' rume uf the town LS mn'1 with the detcmun.allvrs D 27 and BS (Gardiner 1957.568) The name 

of th, town 1\ usually tran,13ted "n1,r11ng pla<l" or Khufu•. Thi" dcnvation 1s unknown 

11 It is intcn:stmg to note th.,t wlult." Cos.al" IS con·,untly mentioned at Melt', it IS usu.ally with n:fcn:ncl" w 

11,nhor, not th!" sutu\ of a robll" 

12 S<'c Appt,ndlll 

IJ Tlus titk appears in the h1oJRrapl1v RH I 60 lint." 69 for comment on the title su foot.note 2 on pege 60. 

1' Ward ( 1984 SI 59} dis<1JSSC~ 1 ch.it an,1 h~r sons at some ll"ngth and lx-lievt."s tomb 360 to have been 

th.It of Nrhrn !-.er dJ~.st 50n, born pnor to her mamagr- to Khnemhotep. In the ofTenng scene on the 

,outh wall, hcwcvcr tt u Nrhcn who IS ni.mt.'d son of a Count, standing bchllld the 5011S of Khety . Even if 

Nehc-n did die- young. hav1.ng been gl\l"n the title 50n cl a Count then: would seem little reason to have 

buned him in su modr,t a tomh unkss iw birth pnor to lus p,n:nt's rmmag<' pn:cluJcd a mon: opull'nt 

bunal fhe 1ccmC'graphy of the y,,11) ,1ppcars to h<c corrrct, showmg Nehcri the rlJest of Khncmhotcp's 

and Tc hat's s..,n, 

15 In ,1 v.ell kno,,·n mal"h scene of the r-;ew Kingdom (Thutmosis IV) from tb..- tomb of Ncbamun, the text 

rrfrn to "trapping birds as a work of ~kMt, whom Bamcs and Malrk (1980:206-207) refer to u "the 

nursh g,xlc.lrss • In BH 1:45 where she,; ustcd, the goddess is represented by a woman with a wild bird 

111 one hand and a throw-stick Ill the other. The ·mal'$h" t1tle, thcn:fore, is probably mon, accurate than 

•,port• Ill grneral. 

16 Thu pus.age 1s repratc,t word for word 111 lines 133-134, whid1 dcscnbc the appointment of 

Khnrmhotcps eldest 50n, Nckht (11). It was aim.isl ccrumly cop1eJ from the trxt in lines 39-40, which 

applied to Khn('mhotcp's grandfather Vvhile the <le~npuon of pacifymg and n:orgarusmg the land and 

1u bounclanes Y.ou!tl ha,e .ipplicd 1.n the penod of Amcncrnhct I/ Khncmhotep I, 1t I! unlikely to have 

been appl.Kahlt• •t Ult" •1mt" of Nt"kht !i 's app,1intmcnt. 

1 1"\iis is no\ thr farrul1.1r h..i -pnn,t' title (hary l'aulknu 1991.162) used by the nomarclu and 1ovcmon. 

The word kheqa u u~J for a local or foreign ruler u shown on the north wall of tomb 3 ,,here the title 1s 

gl\en l\l Ab1sh31, the leader of lht group of fo re1gncn 

19 Men an.J women lrc11u,·ntlv l,.,n· thi, ..... me- names 
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I ' h I, l I Lr, 1,I- r rm,rl, '" 11, I , thr tumh, 1ndud,ng l hJrnp,,11,.,n Jnd 

n It;," ,1,., I th«, 1 , t ' /\1 

n, l\) t, th, ~" •I 'I" rip n Khn rnh,•t• r lrlls I ma~111~ • K•rJcn t•nk m u>nn« lit'n ,qth h" 

t mb 

ll I hrs " l""nt, ulJrh 11nus11JI Khn, rnh,11, p ••cJL<~I c•n J , h•ir, " """g th,· , IJprwt \Hlh"ul assi,l.ln,, 

•: rm ,11, 1h1s " th. tJ,k l,,r J numh,·r ,,f m<'n I kn 11 ,s ,h.,,, n ., J ,p,Jrt in "h,, h Khn,·mhnt,·p ,s 

1' l\·111 1 IJs.in l'Jrt I\' /.,,.,l.,1," JI Jn.J uthn IJ.:1311," mdmks J, . .,. npt1un, ,,I hml, ,n.l Jn,mal, ,n th,· lknt 

1 la\Jn tnmh, •••I , onlJrn, IJ, "'"'"-s h\· 11,mJrd t:.in,·r, M W BIJ, lo.,kn. l\·n, uwn Jn,I Pt'rq 

I Jl un pap,nis Ill I I\' l'I V 

I lo.:•p,><• in s,,nt hmh 11111\' l'I VI 

Shnlo., m -..,111 h•1>h HI I I\ l'l \'II 

I I n un ••n r,ipvn" , inn Ill I I I! l'I \ 111 

!>a, r«I lli1,nn pJp,ni, 11111\' l'I IX 

Spuvnh,ll llli IV l 'I X 

t:,,rnwrJnt on p.ipvn" 1111 IV l'I XI 

W,I.J Dm k Ill I IV l'I XII 

:, I h,· B, n, I IJ\Jn , JI ,h,,., s "" , ,~n, "' h."nx h,·cn tn,m·J to lJlth b,rJs, as o«un ,n N.-w KingJom 

mural, l)uirk,· Ii. SJ" nu·r (1992 21) s.i, th, , JI ,,nlv Sl.'t'm< tu h.H· ht·,·n a p,·t l'wm th,· N,•w Kin1,dum 

•n<I n,>l d,11nnl1, Jlnl ,,n • !Jr~• "JI,· until th,· l..11,· p< m'<l ld1·n11J.., Jll,m ,,I th,· lknt I laSJn ul 

(,11.,,11,uwruJ ,l,·1• u,J.,,I "" th, 1, p, ,,I lJtl, k,ng and l.lpt•nng The 1")t,pl1Jn , .. 1,1 , JI h., a brnad t3tl 

alth,1·1~h th, th,n lJ1l .. l JllllllJI, .11, J,. J,. ,.,J h> ht the ,ah lr,,m "h"h nur ,l,,mnlt< hn·,·d~ hJw ht•,·n 

d,·m,·.J 11, m, 111·" n rn th, I ,,mh 3 11111rJI r, lk, i, th,· Jll,·n11,,n 1<1 J.tJ1l pn·,JI, 111 ,n t°U'>Jl' art s.,m,· 

1,nw prn ,,,mlv I h,· , Jl ,,11 l'JI'' "" (Ill I I\ l'I V) 

' !>h, J I tnJtnh , ,,n,, rm ,I ,, ,ti, llll' Jrll\lt, hJIJnu· rn tlw r,imtmg p,•111lrng \\Ill th,· i;n•uprng JruunJ a 

'- t·ntrJI J1guu·, \\ 1lh, an,,n,, JI rnll , ,,h'4•f'\1 d in J n ... ,n-... Jn,,ni, JI· 1h1n. l 

:· C»nl ,, lo., !in.I, th, pn ,.. ,,,,. ,,J ,,If,, 1Jh JllJ• hnl h> th,• m1JI J.lmrn1,lrJl1lln hJs all tlw, JmlJrks ol an 

~uthnn1Jl1H ,,~ t ,rr, n'- ,. tJr n fll\}H·d lri.>rn J \l~ll ,,1 JO on.hnJt\ group ut tr.:1dt·n 

· " I la hit. h I\, I, Jrh ,t, 1111, ,I J~ ,11, h h, 1 l, J t,, nlJr~nl In ~111,1;nl ,h, "In ding l'"l'I'", 
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\ I" 1:11, I> "'I'\ 

r I ,..n,I an ( Iii Km,,,I m l mb,, hul I lw"' be,·n un~hl,· I , 

f111J a 1m r I ~ m I 1h<- r l i; .t nJ..,.., 111 t I' '> J 

I h.i" 11< Im, 1111,•nnl \h, f"'ll<rn ,,h,. h h, 1h, I ~lh ,lrn.1,t~ •.,J, Jhll\ )l ,1.nJ.,,.I ,,n \,1mh murJI , lnl\ 11 

", hi, an .1ll 1h, 1ll11,1ral~•m ,, r, n \h, full "'all •111" ~r 
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CHAPTER14 

12TH DYNASTY TOMBS: AMENEMHET II - SENWOSRET Ill 

2 EL-BERSHA AND C1 MEIR 

Our iric-J uJtr:es, u hen 
We wni.,per 1ogeth1tr 
Are q1,ic1 .ind meaningless 
A; u,in.. 111 dry gr-'S5 

T.S Eliot 

14.1 DATING OF THE TOMBS 2 EL-BERSHA/lND C1 MEIR 

Tomb 2 at el-Bersha of thC' n..>march or Great Cluef of the Hare no111c Tehuti-h,.tep, 1s the most 

conspicuous and. Newberry believes, pornbly the finest ever excavated there. Over the years 1t 

has been extensively damaged due largely to an ancient earthquake bnngmg down the cethng of 

the outer chamber, the architrave and portico columns The inscnpt1ons are not e..'<pansive as are 

those of Khnemhotep of tomb 3 Beni Hasan but other tombs from the same necropolis did 

thro" some lii;ht on the earlier history of his farruly. Four mscnptions on the iambs of the 

faude appear to give the ma,n event1 m fehuu-hetep's hfe /'U Khnemhotep, he says he was•• 

duld of the king' under Amencmhet II Thi:. is assumed to mean that he was educated at the 

palace with the royal children Two further mscnpuons refer to Senwosret 11 while a fourth 

mscnpt1on names Senwosret Ill Tehuti-hctep probably died dunng the latter reign but co­

regency dating can be confusing and 1t 1s possible that he lived into the reign of Amenemhet Ill. 

The tomb of Ukh,hotpe, Cl Meir, cannot be dated w,th certainty other than that it belongs to 

the latter part of the 12th dynasty Vanous assumptions have been made concerning his 

parentage and ""·es, but these r annot be confirmed. He would seem to ha\'C had five waves and 

se,·en concubines, although only one child, a daughter, Nebthuet-heneut-sen 

These tombs have been selected to conclude the list 1.11 this dissertation, because they are, so far 

as one can tell, contempora:")', and show positively, the trend towards individual matenal 

incorporated m tombs of the penod 

299 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



2 

B Pl 

L-6 R IIA TEH Tl H TEP GREAT CHIEF OF THE HARE NOME 

g 230 

... ► 

G 

0 

/ ; W l W,IH 1 i;i RI~ Ii,\ 
n I llfll JJETl;J 

U 2 1 TH ARC•11TCCTURE OF rHE TOMB 

,43m p i n o sui:,p<>rtffi ~ ~., o circular columm "1th palm lc,f 

c uca b• e the entran e to tht: main chamb.:r being unusually large, ,t 

tcr char er Th portico or ot:ter ch•mber led to a main chamber wluch 

.a cd a ,mal shr e Tl c shrmc n contrut to the mamH entrance and outer and mam 

n ,,a nh 1 m In ,, th Its depth artd height alike be ng 2,:,m It w•s closed by 

d e doon and en ercd b, Ii cc lo" UeJ» ,'v: unusu41 fcaturt- of the shrine "'as the absence 

of a statue su h u t ,c found at !!em Haun 

In ti e ,, in tl c de ut on \.as HfV s m1lu to thu found in tht' Beni Hasan t-,mbs The iambs 

• Ir • I ft e fa a c "cu• pa,ntffi to racmblc ro,c anmte •nd u in tombs 2 and 3 at Bc•u 

Han th hr r , ph ,, crc In sed and µa1111ed art'cn 

Of all the t bi tn :-..tcir ,, h h ha,e ~en citmasc,1 onlv one, that of Ukh-hotp ton,b B4 

mcludcd cartouchcs o -\mcnC'mh~t II m the decor.moo .bo,c the statuc recess (13 1) 

In Bcnr Hasan thl' names of the monarch, ,,ho ,,ppolntcd the vane-us nobles ap~ar an the tombs 

or Khncmh tep I (t r b 14) \mcnemlw (tomb ~) and KhncmhC'•cp II (tomb 3) Each 

supporu tr,c apf r,tn er t f the occuµ.,nt and 111 this cc,ntc,t appt'ars u part of the ,nscnptaons 

and b1 llf lu al t xt 
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,, \ 

., : :: ....... -
• t .,. 

• :-r,. 

a es c.f Amenemhet II Sen•., osret II and 

r ti C fa ade Ne ... berry describes these as 

lw nam ep,1ratc:d f· J1'1 ,a cartouch.: on the: top of the 

\\Ith the rtoi.che name lo\\et do\,n 1mmc:d1atcly prc:~cdmg 

th· p(EBI IV lig2J/J 

.,. 

, 
..---
~ 

• ..c.-

• -~ 
~ _ _J 

f § 
~ 

~ _._ 
A ■ 

• .. •• , ,1A • I " Gk - ,..,.•,o J£,,•a 

f'1i 2 31 T.-nn/, 2 ,../.Derlh..,, ltthuti-httll!f). 
11:i• lung, n.tt'lt, on J"mbl off we.uk 

14 2 2 THE TITLES AND ST ATU:i OF TE' lUTI-HETEP 

The four mscr,p11ons on tl,e Jdrnbs of l~,e facade e••e onl~ a connse summar1 o' the ma111 

features of th~ I fc o~ r t'l.ut1•hctep Badlv n-ut,latcd. they prO\lde little deta1lc:d 111format1on 

From su,h a\ has sunl\ed "' ll"J'n nc: "as •a child cf the '<mg, of his bnn&ing up· (EB 16), 

"h1th (as in th<" c,ue cf Khnemhotep !IJ, 1.npl1e1 hn,ng ',.:en edu.:ated with the royal chtldren 

, f Amenl"mhet 11 presunubl~ in 011t' of the king"s pala,es I H" titles art' fully recorded in the 

tomb Ht' held t,, ehe c.-,1 mies among" h1ch are Great C h.ef of the Hare nome, and Gate of 

3'.)1 

• . ~ . 
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1 

g 11 a d i:la 

t t ,t Te ,t l,et p Ind •h..- ri!\ht to g1,e 

r.iph, al p<)S uon ,Jf the tc1 ntory 

f the e ,Item !,, "rt ,s a d1n111c 1 

p C!'ms unl,k,❖:, unless \his 1, .is t 

keg\1l ,t r c-f tl,. \\\ o thr nes•, ~, <l "S.,t O\er the 11.y~1cr1.es of the 

Jar tad,:; of tic I, 6h praest of I lwth at Hc1111opo •~ 

f,.huta•hetep tra e<l ha ,n cstr)' to h.s p~t..-rn.,I grM,dfather who"' n,,m,. was Lund or.I/ c.ncc on 

tr• ir,ner wall of the shrine ~!thc-11, h he dppears to h~,c been Great Cluef of the Hare nome 

T dmt• hetep, father Ka,, "~' 11·• f'""' I' at tl•c cny of the p) ra1 HO c.,lled kk1 of Senw,,~ret l 

Th .. puentagc f I I moth,., (; ll K},,:-per-1-.., IS I ot f no\\ I rhc ,: .• , rq1t1011 0\ .::- h.-r portrait ha, 

l:iecn los• Sh, " , ri! •css : • i ,ii, , 

14 2 J rHE.'M\ TIC MURALS 

\'.'1th one cxceµt II th<' m ,ra! are fa,rl or he 1,,, 11'c cc1l11,,., .:,f hoth me portico a110 111'1<'1 

chMn!x-r •,, as nchh p.11nted "1•h ,ello1s q ,a•rcfods upon a hlu, i;rcund The ceiling of the Ol~ln 

ch,mb,•r "~s ,i1, ,I <l bv ~ )C'km· bJnd p~lnted long1tt11-l-n.11ly dc,~n tlie centr.e nn "'h1,h 

hlernglvph~ ,,,:-re pJ nted m blue In the centre of the ce1lmg a, 1n tomb 2 8cm H~san, a 

·cc:t rngulM 1pa e \1 H dee •r~te l "1th t different paaern Ongtn~lly, ~$ d1scu.~,·d c-arher. tht• 

undovhiedl~ repr, entei the 111,1tt111g hung i.ross the ape,tme 111 the ,e:l111g ot a house ·rne 
d.i,!o'.l \\aS l,hc~ I ·dered l,, l,,nds ct red and ~ello,, A false door 1,as ongmalty bu,lt 11 the 

cl.id of :I e k1t hn d 11,,1! but 1, as !-,gd/ d,:i.troyc:d In both tlm tomb and tonib 3 6eni Hasan, 

:he f.ilsc door h3d ~ fa1rl\' unobtnime f'lace- \\tthm the dado, ,3stl1 differer,, from some of the 

Old Kmgdom tombs where the false do-ir .md a large figure dorr:,nated the offering area 

The patntmg 1,,H un1lorr11 and can•folly e,.-cutt'd, 1, 1th the human figure drawn to the canonu:al 

stan<l,1rd, pre,ad,ng .,t the tun<! ,\sin to111b 3 Ben, Has,1n, the birds and fishes are of extreme!; 

: n<' q11.1lity E,,m tbe hrerogh i-hs 111 th-~ ma,n chamber and shnne are elaboratdy dra\\'n with 

much ,lll<'nt,un t,, d,·tnil 

14 .2.3(31 OUTEP. .;HAt-lBER 

1 l,rnv 0! these, \\ 11ls .ir..- too rnut1l.1ted lo be reproduced On the r,ght hJnd 1, all, as a hunting 

•.:ene the rno,1 mtere~tll•~ f1g11r.- of "hid, ,s th.,i of Tehut1•hetep ,:ho as seeing the hunt, 

leaning on a staff ,111d rnmr!eu+. "rapped m a long blanket-like robe Only Im closely shaven 

h ... ,d, hands .ind s.,n hl,~,l f<"rt ,r,• 11516!<: (EB I Pl Vll) Nt>wb.-rry says that this r..-presentation 1s 

"robably 111119ue 6111 11 "1111,., ·e•n<'mber<'d th.It m lamb 8-1, of U~h-hotp at t-.leir, the deceased 

1s 1ho" n ,, rapped 111 s,1d1 , 5 irm,:nt 111 t" o murals, m on<' of 1, h1ch the robe re<embles wool and 

tL•• c,th,.r, hn,:on ( J 1 _ •(fJ l\e" bcrr\ ,ommcnts that 11 1, .1s ev1d.-,11ly intended to protect hnn 
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► 

t ,. \\ t r r C t t f IS thus autornat ally ;,ro1..,cted 

Three, n f fchutt hctcp are rcpres,ntcd •nd 

nvcnt nal manh s ene On the right, l ehut1-

nd is hc•d and a sl,on tunic, is fo,, 1mg ,, th • thro" ,tick 

H ", c d.i b tcr an thrcc s ns ac. ompan lum nth,. boat On the left, he spcus f ,h (EB I 

p S \', 111d VII) TI t' bottom f the mural IS gre•tlv mut1la1cd Ho"f!'Cf this IS r.r more 

onh do m or cn:at on than ts the very fine fishi,;g and fo"I n1 scene 1n tomu J Bent Haun, 

s nee t octJp cs I poi uon 1n the outer part of the tomb not far from thr main door The 

ma nty of the O d Km dom mllnh mur.ils "ere so pos1t1oncd 

14 2.Jib) THE INNER CHAMBER 

On the ni;ht side r •he outer \\all, Tchutt hetep 1s partac patang m • pural1,at1on cerenaon1 He 

wears a" g. false beard • br ~d necl..lace and• short pleated tunic H1, feet uc bare' (EB I Pl X 

hg 232) Then uulated remains of the murab sh " that •c,ompan}irag 1hesc motifs wcrl! 

numerous dcscrtpt , ,: s,rlpt ons ,1nd re1tcrat1on ofT o:-hut1-hctrp s utlcs 

On the cnt,re nncr "' on parali t' to the East -.all m tomb 3 B<"m Hasin, there as ~ct another 

clapnct .ind 1tsh1r.g c11e (EB I Pl XX 1 ,g .?JJ) 

.. 

... 

..... 

__ ..... _.,_,_~-~~ 
---!... ~· _,c..·9t:::-

1-tg 232 I om/ 2 e/,Ber,h.J T~hu1i,h.!1,p 
Inner h.Jmbe, , ,.,,..,mcmi,J runfic.11i<m 
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/"ii• 233 lumb 2 el,Rtr,h..1, Tehuti ·hBt~ 

~Ve,t uull <11rro11nJing shri1ut L"nrranc11 
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Fil( 234 Tumb 2 cl-ller,lw, Tehuli-hetep. 
Vrclggi11g C.1lu»1~, 

/'i,:~l.//, 
( 't•,~·mm1t,1l 
/,111/, 
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I t 

Ir ti 

ctep r h" c!dc-s1 

I • r reg1 tcr J,JSt 

n t ran •r beai f re, f d lash 

\,I uk n 'r m :ages fh s \,all bc:~rs 11 re Hien t, the East \\all 

At d Benhll Is purr ly " trad1tton,1I toed offering scene 

n f foh h wn III qu ntaty, ,ued •nd dr~ang, •nd placrd whole ,n the 

,ertl al r• & ster be~ re T chut1 hctep The h1eroglvplts uv 1h11 hr. ,s •,eemg the nuk111g of a luge 

:apture of fa h 6rea• r than an thmg (EB I l2) Thr ft'male hgure " l11s daughter Nub-unut 

\ rnl f I as I w rate NUnts stan I beh nd h,m Once again, there as nothing 10 suggest that 

the cat ,ng of the \\aldfowl represents 1n •hang cl•c \\hatc,cr connotation this m•~ ha,e ~en 

,er m rclata n to the km s cnem,c , ,1 snot appMent ht'rc 

The cl~pnct ga,cs a ,air ad • of, ,c ,,ell <'Xe utt'd fa u,es of the b,rds (/ ,g 2JJ,1) 

The frJgmcna from the .an us \\a1 sh \, that rnosl of the m11•1 c~ldle occupat1om "·ere 

r nallv m I d~ tn this t mb but :he ~re too 111complc1c for m depth comparison 

14 2 l(CJ Tl-lE LEFT 1-lAN0 WALL OF' TH!c IN/\IER CHAMBER 

Tim \• all c nta1 e of the ,o · f~mous scenes fron " 10,nb of the 12th dvna\tv 

thmg lus C\t'r b..- fun It omp ore,, th II and :h,1 11 sur.1\cc! ~\ \,ell a\ 11 d,d 111 \le" of 

the de ,ruc11011 of this t mb 1s rcrnMk ,ble 

The er lire wall 1s de\ otcd to t\, o greJt lCCncs 1 he uppermost shows tht' traruportmg of a 

,..,:_, sus ofTch1,11 hetcp (EB I ?I XII•/ 1(, 2J,/ K 234,t) Tht.> lo,,cr portion" concerned \qth 

the cerem rues 1n rd ,11on to tic utttng up of the u~rnc ( /'1g 2J•lbj 

Ne\, bc:rn (EH 1 25) d1sc1Jsses the pon1ble dcs1111a11011 but on onh suggest the n,:unMch's palace 

or cour.•r. re den c or a char, I rntend,-d for lus I.:., 1t.,111es There 1s no 911cst1◊n of 11 ha'lng 

been ,mcnde,i for the tornb 111 "hach 11 1s depicted St.nue processions, mcorporat,ng a nJOS and 

i \C ,ted or st •mfmg frg,,r.- c,f :h.- tl:.'rnb ,:>\, ner, .,nd ~, cor11pM11cd by scr, ants ,rnd dancing girls, 

are fa1rlv commonplace a, seen ,lt Bcni H ,s,.,, Th, .. · are us11.1lh confmed to one register and the 

naos .u1 i statue nrc n t sho\\n u p,r11cularh· l.1rgr 111 the .. 1.B,•rsha pro.c.~u,on, the sul>Jt.'C t 1s 111 

lo1.r I rts Tehuu hetep \\1th attcndJnts fell ,,s the 1-tatu,.. tl e 1mcrap11011 c,f thirteen Imes 

dt"scnli s the s ene tht" c I s s tts If rs dragged b1 ''"' 1 111en and ti,.- temple or bu1ld1ng to 

1, h1 h 11 "as being • ,-en complet th t rn "~l The sa raf1, 111 I ro,cn1on occup,e• the lo\\ t'r 

1 r11on 

Th s .,,:pe,ors to be ~ IC n011ra1 h, 1t r,rc entai.011 of ar1 ., tual occurrcace The 111scnpt1on of 

11, .-h c Imes \1 ould secr,1 t be: suff 1cnt con!arrnat,on ah, a\'S rcmcm!.iermg th,11 Jlthough 

st.-re I) peel texa •re not a , au rdtA!>le this 1c,1 'I r~Ms 10 be: purposl'-m,1de I r,rnslatcd b1 
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Beh d 

a n 11 Th n g 

r: • t 

u n hci ht (more than approx 6111), 

,arrv at HJtnub • E\en Tchut1-hetep "a~ impressed -

t the minds of men "~s the dragging of, alid,le stone 

n to des r1be the employment of troops of "goo<ll> vouth, to 

rm e ~ r ll the road: ,.,e·her "1th •he gu ds ot tombs 11lptcrs and fort-men 1, Ith them" 

\\e then h:i,e th usual h\pcrbole about the tO\\nsmen all re101c1ng Not only youth, appear to 

ha,e l c.-n tn panne "the a ed one am ni: them le-aned 1pon the boy, the strong•armt-d was 

with the trernble-r '1 ••m~d) the r arrm became strong each one of them dtsplaved the force of a 

thouu1 d men· It s nd o th gh I ~•a l•hle l.bo11r "as cnnscnptecl reg~rdl.-ss ,,f age or 

ab1' It goes n :o describe the I sc cif t e army, , fleet bcmg equ1rped, suggestu,g tra11~port by 

water at some suge 

In continuance ,,c h•\e tht.- Lnd rlyang r,:a for the 1, hol<" opcr~t1on, "Tl,eir speech •sas full of 

m> praises ol my fa,oun IY.f re th,. ku• rnv cluldren In splendour ac,orned after me My 

country-fo k sl utt'd praise The 1, hole d1v111e cycle(') re101ced, 11 was exceedu,gly beautiful to 

see more th n an\thmg thJt the f., princes h, I done formt'rlv • There ,s a qucrv as to the 

tnnclauon I e c,tl er ere 1.-d altars on th<" r 1er bank or entcrHttned c11v flici,ls at the river 

bank "Thr1r I rt nr,,.r dc11sed :he c th ngs th~t I dtd, tn that I had rn~de tor myself [a 

Sl"pul hre') ci.ta shed ' ore,er and e\er alter tlu11 tlus m, lol>mb rested from 11s work of 

It h not proposed here to cl,scuss the en rmous riuwtit) of maten~I incorporated m thl' mural 

Arg,uncnt~ arose conccrntng the tor c-f the head ,, h1ch 1s no" mlssmg but 1, h,ch, ,n an early 

photogr•pf 1, ••FP<C II ed 10 I, 11 e h,,,l ., ur ,e,.s 111 front Jnd a t\\ 1sted cloth bound with a cord at the 

ba k or 1,h<1her the head-dreH terrnma1 •d 111 a ,anc:t,· of pigtail , an adornment of kings The 

1, hole pom• of the ~rgumer,t "ai 1d1e1l-.er Teh11t1•hetcp "as endeavouring t o present himself as 

~ monarch c-r 1d1ethcr the st,t ,e "•s tn fa t thJt of a king In """' of the pesence of the 

cattou hes 1, h1 h pbtnl} name the niltng so,ere,gns ( / ,g :?3 J ). It seenn unltkelv that Tehull• 

Hctep \\ ould ha, e dccldred himself a k111g Ahern ,111 dy had ., kmg bttn the s11b1ect of the 

colossus ti 1s liar.!,> l1keh· that the fa,: 1,ould n:ll ha1e been reNrded So far ~s this work ts 

coucerned tht' rcleun: Issue 1s 1h31 T.-hu:1,h ttp •1 r. ,nted hm1sdf It is prob.,bly one of the 

most porn,vc 11e es el re o,dcd ht .. rnm: o 11,,t, "Inch c.m be pmned do\\n to a particular 

111c1der:t. £tand1r." nl ng -i •I r t, \I 1t o! the,\ 1m11 10 Khn,.mhNeµ II, alth 11gh the 11,·0 

111c1dena h "en th r II 11 rnn r th r th n :he ~ .1111 1p.i1on ot ti ,. tomb o,, ner ,.., ,, Ioli- time 

l,: , ,11011, and the H'> n r th r II lu n tn the r rC\pe t11e tomb$ 

0 
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cfc.t d 

the latte, 

ulc ar t\ p1<al of s1, h s«•11es, but 

da6urd!c coll.irs on the n,~ks or the 

"Cr rt•grs•t:r, (/ ,g 234/,J 

ldu g to \, I 1ch the tatt,c ,,. being tAl,.en co11t;a1r1 the 

ral alone lll\ltcs deu,lcd stud> ~nd has sen t'd to 

,cd \\ thout mcdtani,al ruians Th<'re rs nothing 

one mu t, ew the h\!'truolc of the tc,t ,,1th reH:rHtron, tht' 

f tic Of rntton pro, ides a \\ eahh of detail not 111\0rporucd 111 

1•.J TOMFi C1 MEIR UKH HOTPE SON OF UKH-HOTPE AND HENY-HERY-18 (MEIR 

VI P: IV = Fig 235), 

14 J 1 ARCHITECTURE OF THE TOMB 

All that s lcft of tins t 1•10 1s p,ut uf .. r : 1 I h,.wn and unfm,ihed forecourt, and a single room 

st rr uncled r f r, !cs bv ~ 01111 e shaped m.~uba (o bcn h) 30.:111 h,gh ,111d 50cm m \\ 1dth 

(\lt.lR Ill ,XII 2 I ~ 2 lo) , o,,:orcd \\ 1th • tlun layn- of "lutr stu co \, h, re 11 1s f>Jirttcd 

p1 '- Lar ucl;i I< ~ t\ ,,t're cut III tit' 1,.:~t end of the 1outh and north \\alls{/ rl( 236) 

,\!ull a11 n 'su,11, ! the ong r 11 • corat101 ,)CCUrrC"d, 1,hcn, after the pa111t1ng \\Js com pleted , 

rt'Cessn •c e CLt ,nth~ centre • I,. th th" ,-.,rth and so,,:n ... ,l),i A mud, cruder re,c_n \\ as 

also cut n the .,st \\ah : l,1,, tl,e ,,1 • •111i; on ~11 four "•:Is ,,t'rt' thrt'c uan<h of co:our the 

< 1tc1 0110 bl c t • • rr , r• • d Bcr.e ,1 h I he lunru on .t, .. north ,out h and east " alls t he 

dJ,fo ,,a,, lu1c 'n ti, \\o.,$1 \\air :he ,bd,, i,;u ~ decordt10r1 resembling a fd1rl~ simple palace 

ta,a e d 1111 

Blacl.111,rn d,·su b~ t e p•,r t ,g ,,n the "•lls of the room as ·e, qumte" although bad ly 

rnu:1la1 r1 It u Sf~ ul~teci thA: rnc ru111il.it1011 " "\ •nc1e,1t aral rnte1 t1on , I sin,.- U~!, ' •P" 

usurµ , J Se\eral ol the attribut,~ of ro~alt~ Although tlus tomb 1s dat<'d t o !:>en"",ret II.~ 

Bide lo.rn~n \\ .u of the ov1n1011 th•t the tll'tem11nat10,1 of Serl\\ osret II I t' •11 1 •h• 

J n, ,f.,g,.s 01 th<' loc.i prmco nM, be res n"l,I,:, for som .. ot th,• mut,:, 

lite <l"llu,i;, •nor~ thdn h.ilf rntact 1, hen Blacl.111.111 eunun .. d 11, "-~ 

broad h.1nd of blu,· her hpl, .in u vell,m ground ,nd runnmg from ea 

•rs :.u. 

!pl for • 

l he t e.xt 

refea to :\"1 spr<' .. d111i; he elf 01e1 th, dcce~\cd •nd prote, trng lum lr.irn Im cnemres This 

h., 110:111~;; 111 co11111 n ,, :h tlie 1111 :a:1 n 111a11mg cd ngs o• !lt111 I l•s~n Bia, "llldn \ ommcnt 

1s II terestr ,g 

JOis 
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t ti pmtcr was n t a I ical ~rt t lus employment ot 

k 'e~ge or and 5~,ll m dep1c1111i: s11b1,cts more 

: he h.,d a: ome lime or other been trained 

t t t-.lEIR I b) 

14.3.2 THE TITLES ANO STATUS OF UKH-HOTPE 

Only e,glH t.• es are ~er. (i\1EIR VI 3), 1•111• ""·' ~,J •/1"''"'· ·supenntendert of Prophets Pnest 

c r the ~h~•r~H of 1-lt'a, en, O, <"r the /\.ly)terir-~ St'm•pnt'st of the ,\l1stress of the two lands, The 

One comr .,r,on, I,, asure, of th.- Krng ot l.o" er Egypt" ~ung h,s various epithets ,s "Two 

Ladies, r "He ct :Ii,. Two L.d,es The h,eroglyph ,s the familiar vulture and cobra seateci on 

.i, o ba kets, us1,a!l •· ora: of the t t,ei; or th1.: monarch O th,.rs are, 'A noble at the head of the 

subJeCt. \\'hoaH r.is~ the gom \\'ho summons the Enne,.d so that they corn"· Possibly title~ 

h:a"c b.-,·n ernsed but one "ould ha. e e..:pecte.i th,, T" o L dies title to ha,·e been erased since 

that ceru.nly ha~ ro, al cor,notJt1ons 

Ukh-ho•1,. tk,·s n l dairn r~r ~" ""~ the "daughter of a ~..i-pman[ title so proudly used in 

tomb 3 lll"n1 H, a ,cl es bd1e1ecl to h.Hc been concubines are c•lled "a Go~ernor's 

ailed • t "ni,, man 

Al,mg" ·h .\'ru f; ·t• fJ,1n , 1\1111bi,, and /,i,, he names 

1arious ~rs mti,d d,•n es, :I l\'.,,1 (J,,•,m, lo11•cr I J';\'fl, li,H (kcal1ty personified as a 

11oddess) / fttf>el (t, male J::dSOn1f1,~t1on of food offerings) /,../,/, nf C1<,ul' (person1f1ed as a 

g,,dde!s) L':,r,·, I 1,r1 (person,twd as a rn•le dl\1111tv) Str.ingd)· enough h .. do,-, not bear a 

J l.,dwr 11tle, nor Ill" his,, 1,•·s pnest<'SS<'S o f //.,1/1,,1 How,e\<'r, the muulati.~n of the te,t may 

a. ount for tlus •• • M are r ,,.,n,on .. d 

14 3 3 THEMATIC r,1URAL!:> 

Tins 101116 1 11n 1 111 that Ill .•II the m 1rals Ukh,hotpe\ assoCl~l~ ,ind attendants, even 111 

sr,:rung act1~1t1es such ,n f sh11 g and lowlu,11. are all fe-male In s.:>me rehg1ous motifs ,,omen 

.,r,. also 111< luded It IS onh on th,• north and ,,,uth \\all, of the st~tue reeess an the ,,est wall of 

the ma111 ch.unbC'r, ,, lwre :! e lunrrar1 It 1rg, as d,·pwt...-1 that thert' are representat11,)nS of male 

otf1c1.trn~. and e1en then •••mJ', of:er ·rs f ,l!o"· an ti.<"\\ 1l-.e ol m,1le lectors Blackman offers 

two p,;:ss1bl, , x1 ,, ,:, r. , th 1 ' ,h h q e \, .,s l.1gh priest of the temple of H,11/10r 

lahh 11gh t as n t tdted • I e ,, , e, ert n ,lh 1,xo110 s C:111 e the l.1tter "~rpl1, ,l,I,.. only to 

m tr ned • I , 11 t 

,on C" I at , •·r 

f I 1'e a d th<" lad1L'S 111 q,,._. :1 n could h.,r~h ,1II have been 

e, n,•hoa..6 t.e,er •lr-1.tht'1hem""'-'"l-!,1pp<'Jrtobe 

'I 
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J1. I 

3 tl!d g 

t e left ha d he 

WI i.- s n I ur ul fig,11e 

gr und Th.­

e bdo, the loa "u 

at11 1t trnnsparni In 

t he I olds an anxh Here again enc ha$ the 

mtrodu • n of as~ arr e c:xtremd) tamu. " later •ombs but \\t1td1 "u not a 

feature of tic t bs un r rev c\\ UH·1 f office, and su h l_k,. are commonpl.a e but thc 

ankh ,ymbol doer t seem t l1~,., bee a regular part of the t;imb lcorwi;nphy .at tht. um 

The muulr•ton I the rr. r :, bcrr, s x-tens1vc 1t son!) PfCI st'd t discun those "hich t Ii 

pou,blc t rcprodu t' 

14 l.ll•l W£ST WALL t-.iORTH O~ STATUE RECl:SS (MEIR VI Pl XIII • Fifi 231) 

The fo,, lsng s enc n the upper plrt of this"" 1 v. non mall • \cty flJlc I tn11n of the paµynn 

sv.amp w th a rn<lluplr 1tv ofb1rch •nd small rteaturc mcludm moth•h ,. hutterfl,c, "1th red 

upper rnd ydlov. utda .. 1, • d a Ira nl ~ It v.ould seem to hive lJc,.n v.orthy ofthte olrl 

Cume 1rad111un 

1 he lo" er part of t e mura dep1 t u 111.-1 w.11\c:r "1th reed~ .iml lotus Oo" en amon 

which l,,g,. scn!.-d f sh ,b \md m mp,,\ \\1th , h1P?Qpotamu, graiprn thc t,ul of I crc,cocLlc 

bcnH:en ta teed. kh hotpe s \ rt k I: IS moultkd 1n nucco and mr:orporates lhe ,,Jilt r,11; 

SC«:"ptre, the"' (p:otc: 1101) w1bl • ,1 and the I.I column llr Wt';,11 a th111 5armrnt O\Cr thr kilt 

Tie bei1 \,ll\ le;; unp•uiu:d but he \\t'Mr\ a colourful bracdc:t and~ bh,c and green nc:clo.lacc 

The ~nd.tnt "h1ch ome a~n eJ lus bre,ut hn d,sappe.ucJ He hJs .ropp<'rl hair or probably • 

"Ii, '"th an clabcr•te !1!:.-t "f.,ch Bl.ackrnan tbnks 111-, ~,c: been• p,e,,. ot JC:\\Cll<"ry "1th• 

fa1e11c" 111la,, the 001, bt:mg shJI~ I h 11,·o 101111 flo"c:r, (Ml:IR VI 26) Bd11nd his ht'ad can 

bt' ~ccn tl,c: T,,o Lid.es .. mh!em 

Of tht' mnch mutrln.-d tc:·<t .abo,c au l ,,o,md Ukh-hot~'t' ti,c: hor :01111! regtsten 11•e titld and 

pn,s..: for various act111t1e In Ir r • tl1" hc,1zonul rc-g111ers ire concerned ,, 1•h his .act1Ht1e,, 

"1th 111strn.t1on fo, rCCJt.ill.:rn \'.',· It ~m that the Govc-rnor rro"•"ds m order to .ic>" ( eHiry) 

pleasant p1st1m~ thr tn1!"rs t & • 1lte s-.1111p Bchmd 111111 crnbli,ms rn.urc ,t1b1h1y, hAppmcu 

and pr.:,tc:,tion \ 111""' IAJ1es .ue awned ,mu ,kscnbc-d ~!> rn Hren of the house• In the 

hom.ontal reg,ner to the nght of l kh-hotpt' the u'<',iJ.JI C)"'!S ha,t" b~ introduced It IS tn this 

sct"11e and m ~ fohin~ \Cene that t.;kh hc•tpt> has usurpc:J Jrtnbutei and formula which nomully 

bclong.-d onl~ to the Ph.raoh ,II/ J'r<Jt,,.rw,r l,j., 1,tbrl1rv ,n..l /i.,,[1•111,•», ,JJ h,•,Jth ..JI ,,,...,, 

Sttpl'rmtt'lrJ,?11 of 1h, l'r1,,L1 UJ.·h /wt['" far rr ,•r1 (1\lf;IR I l ~) On e~ch • , of 1hr u~•Jjat 

eyes 1s a stand com;,osed ot three p~p~rus stems suppor11r.g a trcjl 

111 
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Sa red t ire g de! 11 h•1 " fe of the god fi.}111um the frog \.-as, a, pre\'tously indicated, (Figs 

4148 s1m r c• 11 n, fert' ty, 11111h and regeneration (Wilkinson 1992· 107) Tius 

m t ' app<>a., in t'i,• t shtr ~ re complementing the fowling scene which has sustained 

, nmlcr.iblv more damage Again che attendann Jre female 

14 3.l(b) WEST WAlL, STATUE RECESS i MEIR VI Pl XVI• Fig 231) 

Ti11s rec~s h., pruv1Jed ~ome of the most intere1tmg murals in Ukh-hotpe's tomb The murals 

are hoth religious and roy3I TI1e lower half of the stela (Fig 238) has a fairly ornate and 

colourful palac~ facade de51gn the upper portion being given over to symbolic obiert ~r 

emblems, \,1th the exception of the two wives, (Mistress of the hou,eJ, NuL-1. 11;1 

Khnumhotev The W,)JJ,ll !'yes or eyes of lforns are flanked by two emblerr» repre ., i g 

Upper and Lower Egypt, an the fvrm of clumps oi lilies and papyrus (Wa.lkinson l 992·81 ). The 

1ars ~tanding on a wooden rack represent seven oils. 

14.3.J(c) NORTH AND SOUTH WALLS, STA TUI: RECESS (MEIR VI Pl, XVII• Fig 239, Pl XV,. Fig 24C), 

There 1s nothing unusual about these offenng scenes 1n wfuch male attend.ants offk,ate. There 1s 

a s1,ght vanat1on 1n the offer:ngs bm an both, Ukh hotpe is accompanied by a woman (wife?) 

befund his chair and a young girl, possibly h,s d.aughte,, under the chair As is usual, on the 

South and l':orth WJJls Ukh•hotpe faces towards the door, the figure, below face towards the 
inner\\ all of the shrine 

The interest lies an the eight figures, four m each mural, sho,, n below the offering scene. 

These are !1Sted under d1v1mt1es as personified goddenes or male divinities (MEIR VI. I]) but 

Baines ( 198., 156) refers to them as fecundity Figures. He says that they are the only surviving 

c..,Joured fecundity f,gures from the ~l1ddle Kingdom. He suggests that the motifs in this tomb 

are taker, o, er from earlier tomb-reliefs or from royal temples, the latter being the most likely. 

fhe ~ources, he belie,es, are Old or Middle Kmgdom 

Tht>se person1f1cat1ons are named ,·ery simply by Baines (1985.156 F,gs 95, 96 = Fig 241). It 

should be noted that ,,rule Baines capc1om read from left to r,ght, the 1llustrat1ons read 

accord.mg to the onentat1..,n of the hieroglyphs and f1~res The figure top register right which 1s 

~apt1oned field" 1s actuJlly the, fields of Cusae, the man and two leopards dear!> lsible, The 

s<"cond figure from the right has the emblem for Uµper E.,,ypt and the second from the lett an 

the lower register repre,sents Lower Ezyi;, The last figure 1s a representat1or of the Nale Got. 

//,,pi dS a fecund,:y Flgurt' (F,g 58) The gifts are symbolic. Baines ~ays that before the New 

Kingdom there Me onl) 1sol.ited (\Hes of f1g11res carrying food offerings as well as s,mbohc gifo 
(1085 I 08) 

314 
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The symbols suspended from the arms of the bearers are ankhs and sceptres, and the centrepiece 

of each tray is th<!' uw sceptre, in itself a symbol of power. As Baines (1985: 156) suggest, this 

design 1s probably taken over from a Royal temple 

14.3.3(d) NORTH WALL NEXT TO THE STELA 

Ukh-hotpt" stanru in a kiosk, dresser! .n d long cloak (MEIR VI Pl XVlll = Fig 242). He is 

separJted from the major pomon of the mural by a niche cut at a later stage, but sufficient 

remains to sho" that this was an offering scene, being remarkable only in the use of women 

(MEIR \'l Pl X\'111 = hg 243) 

315 
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P,g 242 Tomb Cl ,',1eir, 
LJl,h-horpe. Offering 
scene 11orth ,mil, 
Ukh-hotpe in long cloak. 

/'1,; 243 / 011.b C J ,\Im, Ulih hoit•e. 0/feritlg 
J C1'- 11orth 1i,u/ All a11.,,1J.Jnr, ,1111 ferwle 
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► I 

\\ 

l 

, r reg ter \\Ith yokes upon the hould.-rs Carr} mg lotus plants, 

s o tra a d o e eve•, carries a sm.1II ibex on her should"" Some ,,car female 

c thing oth,.. ar n the m3 e kilt A s ngle line of re : savs "\Cry num~rous ( or gne.1t), all the 

g oc:!ly ftoduc of the fields \,h1ch arc in the De,tJ, that we rray furnish the food-tables and 

make fott\e the !:-•oad court, of the C in and Governor, Superintendent [of Prophets) Ukh­

hotp..: borr of Hc•1y hcry 1b" {:l,IEIR VI 19) This reference to the Dclu 1s possibly an 

lnd·cu on of the te\t having <'Tl~na:ed from :hat area, pombly Memphis, or, as 1t 1s often 

lr,terprete(. the \, hole tendency of thn tcmb 1s towuds monarchy This would be consistent 

, 1th the symbols ot U ppcr and Lower Egyµt being incorporated in s0mc of the murals 

Also on tt>.: Non,1 W,111 1s a m ich wmascd mural of what appears to have been a Haihor festival 

(~IEiR \Tl Pl XIX.., Fig 244) 

'\ 

I ~-/ . T 
-.· 

·-~ ♦ 

'ti 
• 

I \ 

- - , -, 
•I ,_·:_: 

Fig 244 To,nb Cl Meir, Ulth-hotpe. 
Harhor f,mi~\J on Norrh u..Jl 

J. 

Female mcmbca of Ukh-hct~·s hou1ehold arc included an one part ot the scene, and 1dent1f1cd, 

• his beloved his darling the ~listrcss of the House, lta" (MEIR Vl·22J Vanous others are 

nameJ but n t defined u \listrcss of the House The mural 1s too badly damaged to compare 

,-ith the murll 1n tomb B~ ~!ear (l-1g I 96) In d1s,ussmg the murll n he ,aw 11. however 

Blackman des rabcs • e three\, oodrn stJnds (Fig 2-N) supporting en 1-ilcms of the Haihor cult 

On the cute: , he , as abl.- 10 recognise a I {,;rh r•heJced .1,1ruo1 with arms, a '""''•lt collar 

bngmi; from c :her and On the rr1ddlc: t3blc he "~sable to d1;.;ern another type of ,1itr11111, a 

, . 
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II I 
th mual tr n f h 1r h3ngin~ do,rn on either s,dc" 

reg ter afe dancers and those cl.,ppmg time; the lo"er 

f kh-h tpe s household Some of these obiccu such as the 

r th m I u, Cln bed st1r.g111shed from the c.xccrpt abo,I! ti-'1,: 24-1), but 

e ,i;~ a pc3r h ,e b<'.Cn mcurred pnor to the mural hAv111g b.:en copied Manv 

cf thee t mb inter ors were ell posed to the ,,eatht'r and a prc,a1lmg h1nd adJed greatly to the 

damage inl11cted by quarrymen and ,.ndals Blackman describes at leni;th the colours of the 

garments and ornamenu \\Orn by the women and not only this mural, but all the ...,-,lls m the 

tomb,, ere very h1ghlv coloure I An unusual feature of this mural ,s that , In spite of the dam~ge 

a cerum arnount of hierogl1ph,c text rema ns, and 1t ,s almost all relative to the bringing of 

offerings for 1h h, of Ukh-hotpc, or ep1tht"ts of affe,11on for the various women of h,s 

household It 1s pon1ble tlut the destruction has obliterated them but on,. ,,ould have expected 

epithets s ch as I l.11h r ~l1:1tress of Cusae, to have rc,urrcd in this tomb but 1t ts not so 

Speculat on that the arMt \\a\ not local may haH' a bearing on thlS 

Neverthdoi, c, n 1n J\$ incomplete and ,bmaged cond,11on, 1t ,s possible to sec that Ukh-hotpe 

lr,m::duccd a large amount of personJhsec.! material into h,s tomb chamber Ho,, far the marsh 

scenes represent I I 111: ,-one. :nted a,m1t,es ,s beyond the scope of this work Certamly ll,11h()r 

had n close relations p \\Jth the rnaah area (W1lkrnson 1992 59), .,s she d,d with heaven and 

ti,._. neu..,poiis \\ er the m~rsh scenes Me symbolic manifestations of the "orsh1p of I /.,uhor 

in the 12th dyn;ist\ c~n onl) be ., m,,:ter for ,,~culauon The present temple of 11,,rhor at 

Dendera ls of Ptolemaic con1truct10n, bu1l: on the me of the cr.g.nal temple (Bames & Malek 

I ClSO 6-l, 10 ) Ho\, much of the cult rd1'-'"cd there can be traced to the earlier penod 1s 

doubtfu, I• 1s JX'U ble, theref.:,re, that III these tortibs at :-..le1r we have some of the oldest 

cerentonies of 11.rtlt , c, er recorded There ,s no indrcat1on that they are mt ended to be tak1rg 

f'late m the hereafter 

f tn t 

In Ill I II 21 "'~ r , m.:, !, t 11i i.ri.1 l,,c.uon 11n~nc,wn m, nu<>n<"<I 111 th,· l unn r••P~ nis "' the 

r ,.-1 oc I An, ..-ml r I R, f, ,.-r <" is •I nude to I l,1 schot,•t• ,b ,., ,, l-."h m.l\ h.• an<>thl'f n.,m,• for 

1 n , I, n,r lhrn 1' n>th,n~ tn 111,I, ate, ,,ho,· ,11,h r val 
I It 1 11 , ,1 ,, I h n , b,. 

r b.il 

n pl I th, tm t1 n r< ened ·1 h<"S<' '"·rt n t n<",ess:inh 

tut. L., •n I r In a ,wt, r ,,,th th , h,1,lr"n ti the Ii.mm IS r, u11:>le 

. . . 
. --=====~ . ~ . 
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► I 

2 \\ hSem, n,tt I 7 not SJ 

d f.B I IS n tr I I r mp.m n r scr-r,c, 111 r,; th Oki l\ln~dom and Ne,, Kin;:dom, ( I Sth ,lyn.sty) 

t.Jll1bs 

• N ,,berrv d1sc11s sat me length the 4uJrr1ang, trJn1p,,,t an,I comphca11oni 1n tr•nspMt1ng JO l.ir&e and 

rld, ate •n (alabasti r) tatue (I B I 23-26) I!,· SJ\ s that (at t!w : ·1,r ol hu n:port), there "•s no 

rvtdence 10 he fo anri that ~ l.iq;e ~ bbck of al. t r l,a,I ,·H·r again been quam~cl 

! Blaclu=n rd ·r, to Se~stris Ill, but I h•1e u,.e,I !>en· •srt n.m,·s !. Malek 19S0 36) 

6 Illa km.,n quot,·s earlier examples of thu formul., from th!' l'yramiJ texts and Litn nampl,•,, the concert 

being that the ceiling of the tomb rt'prr-scntrd th" 1;0<! le'-\~"' (MUR I IS) 

31 I 
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CHAPTER15 

SUMMARY AND ULTIMATE CONCLUSION 

15 SUMMARY 

01111 by O'lt' they i.J(•pe..1r 111 tht! J.irkn.ss 
u fe:,1 uith ho1or1c,1l nmne, [ fo,,, uc" ch,.... 
>1,ut 10 sh111e1 chi.'\· sr,mJ the pwt /..,f'Pi"g 
rhl!ln l,ke a do.1k ()/ ch.ios 

Thom Gunn 

15.1 MEIR, EL-BERSHA AND BENI HASAN 

The foregoing sites \\ere chosen for tlus d1ssertnt1on Jeeause of rhe1r re'3t,,e ~rox1m11y to eJ 

other and appar,.ntly llmrlar cond,tio'ls in respect of their territories It could be expected, 

therefore that some s1m1lamy \\ould exist in their burral custl'!IT" and tomb m•,rals which ,,·ould 

enable comparison 

,: h.n be.:n ,llustra:ed thats nee the e1rlv dv11.n11c p"'noch the dc,elopm .. nt of the d~orat1ons in 

tc-nl>s "as detc•mmed U} rel,g c-us f .. ct\lrs, 1 c, the need for susknance \la the k,, man,festmg 

,udf 111 the offe,me murals In rnnc- the- bJ11c pro,111,.m of this sus1.-11ancc wu augmenr.-d by 

the hshmg and mMsh sc-nes "hich pon1bly cr.,,natcd from ro· al inottuary temples, and car. 

arguahl:, b,! as~ g:icd IC for><! rro, ,s,cn or cn1er:ainmcnt 

Thrse mo:,fs rcm.11ncd constain throughou• tl.e tomb bu,ldmg ptrrod of the Old. ~liddle and 

~e\\' Kmgd rm They aqu•rcu a life of their O\\ n, and were ,omed by the •~rrcultural and 

worhhor scc-nc• In turn, all rl,cse themes dcvelope,~ their own r.-pc-, ue eof motifs wl-ich can 

be recogmsed, ,t,t uih appearing •n a , .u1e:,· of forms 

Lln11I the d,s1111egrAt1 n o' th<" m nu I t •Iv, ,,n I of •he Old Kmgdom, the rn.o:aba tcmbs 

remained tc,:iillv M'hm the s i>c o toe upper classes o; nob,' ty hoked to th,. royal c ... ur1, \\1th 

\,hll~C compi1,ncc ,I.it'\ \\<'TC rr t<"d I• rs not i,:in,ble 10 set,, pos111,c ,1.1te for the dt•"rnon 

t mbs erec\cd , 1t n the .Hell of the ro\,11 •cpukhrc 10 tho,,. rod, tomb, ~rect~d b~ 

r e t 

t • ns m thC'tr O\• r, tt>rnt0•1cs, i!nn: 1h,s appears to h.1,e ocn,rrcd befon.• th<? end oi 

F r t , s reas~n the c.,riv tornb5 ,.._ 1 ~nd ,.._2 .,t ~l .. 11 were 1r1cl ,dcd It ,s 

r I 1-~rc th sc crc.ted er exca, ,tcd ~, npproxun,nelv the stm<' 1 cr1cd, 

Tn s ha h , a·1 , p 

. . ' . . . .. _,·_ . : . . . :~ ' . . . '' ' 

. . .. . . : . . . . . ... . ' 
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► 

ar 

' t le t e nentn n \\ a determined 

t er , •ure of the rock iudf, m the cases 

:, 5te s to hll, e been completed, there ,s no sla, ,sh 

att n to c r ent, n T lu I f niches recesses or shnn,-s, where they occur, 1s 

un ~ r 1 b t not nstraincd b, rd g10•1~ o~cr, at1on to c set piece f larpur ( I 087) failed to find 

a cl n ·c 011cnu1 on of murals m Old K ngdoni tombs, a!though she made efforts 10 do so 

Incl 1ors of sl • r cs and rece5ses \\ ere a p~rt of a tomb JU!! as "as the mummy pit \\'her~ 1t 

has beer pomblc 10 sho" them m an} de:ailed forM, m11mmy pits have been md,cated on the 

arclmectural plans Thes,e mcLcatc no grea: effort lOhnrds making them 1denta.al The maiomy 

of the p ts wcr,. undecorated although some did hne a fe\\ murals No cognisance has bt-en 

taken of these because they arc all umformlv off,.nng murals and irrelevant to t his d1sscrtat1on 

The bas,callv shared fe.111ires of the mur~ls m the rock-cut anrl mauaba type tombs are the 

mcluston cf false ,ioors the palace facade a11d m.,1111,g designs offenr:g murals, and marsh, 

,, orkshr.p, and agricultural scenes 

The tombs at :.:e,r el-9ersha ar.J Ben: Haun, ho,, e, er, share an element \\ luch m its presented 

form separates but abo unites these three groups 

In each group :here has emerged on mr.t\1rlual element common only to •he personality and 1or 

gr..,up to wluc:h 11 applies It 1s rdeant to the s1tuJtlon of the pcrsonahues m, olved and hJs no 

basic ronnec11on ,,1th the stere ,t,pcd O d Kingdom murals The three groups are. therefore, 

jomcd m the i:rcsf'ntarn:m of 1conogr.,ph1c mural matenal "hose >'aned natur~ confirms tts 

corporare extstenc:e ,, h1le presentmg ~ personal expression be}ond the sco;.c of normal tomb 

tconog 1;:,hy This 1s • i e 11ate•: 1 ,, h1,h 1s conmlered to bt- l>wgrutl11< 

15.2 THE STIMULUS E\IGENDERING THE INCLUSION OF BIOGRAPHY IN 

THE TOMBS UNDER REVIEW 

15.2,1 THE EMOTIVE E~ TITY 

In Chap<'r I I at ,,. ,s µroposed that emot en "as one r,ret of mans n,,ture that rould be shared 

'-! ~ny or alls ,1e11es ~n 1ent or moderr Th<" 1111pet11s gerc•ratmg the emotion and the response 

mg~ · d f1.-• but the em~: on rema :is tic same ~1other .h.ued expcne11.:e 1s our ab1ltt, to 

, ~- m 1h ~:~th 1s m tl:ie ma.n • humJn r~ponse to a s1t.,at1011 ,,lu,h m,n can nc11her 

t'Xf'' n n ntr I : c If 1 th be·m; npen 10 ,d.1p. :101, and ch,ng<' 111 rdat,on to the human 

s t rnt n an i 

hume!f ter 

,-.-rl, ar ,11. there!rom In j'rnmttH' soc1e11u although not confmed to 

•1~ tie J. ghter ct feJr Earh· rle,:1es e,·ohcd 111 rcspor.se to man·s 

d \\Ith the em1ro111ner1t or mu ,11011 111 ,, h1ch he found 

r :• tl"d \\Ith gr.-,: reser1a:,.in .,nd rcsp,·ct for fr,r of 

. ' . . 
• ✓ • • • •1• 

• • • L .. ~. • • .. ~ • t 0 
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re ~ t m : e eM:Y stages the d ty I ~d 

h 

ne I s ly t I pr gre s cf thr anc, nt Near East to find, at mten als m the 

h1 to, of numero tr o• co11ntnes a po" er stru1u!le between the priests, representing the 

god and ~he monarch or ch1<!f, o acquire rcl\\er o,..-, the ~pie ~lcsopotam,an monarch. 

"ere no: Immune ror ,,ere th .. Hebrews \\hose lustory repeats this struggle for supremacy 

U"Tle and again Anc,ent Egvp , ., he:hc:r l,y ,, ndom or accider.t, solHd the problem early on 

\\hen •he k ng attached th!'.' hah·k figure to the top of the ,tr,kh and ioined the •nonarch~ to the 

dP1tv dc,clop,ng the union from ., su:e of pro:ection by, to un,ty with the dt"1ty i.. • father/son 

relat,onship The ultimate de,clopmcnt anumed union w,th the deity in the afterlife 

Thts JOmed monarch and priests m a si:uat1on \\here e~ch w3s dependent upon the other and 

al:1-ic" gh there arc s gns th It 1t d d no: ah, I) s remain so, In the m1t1al stages ,t seems to have 

,, orked rcuonabl)' ,, ell 

F r the poor, the t.~;:;• ~n monar h · m , or rna, nc.t have gl\en security, since a grassroots 

comm,.n11y, m re l,keh to be a\\are of :he \ltlSSltudt"s of t"\'eryd.,) h,,ng, tends to turn to 

prinutl\c and o•ten rude gods dnd goddess,.s to protect and smt.11n 1aelf 

That the monarchy dld pro,1de 1mt1al security for tie prl,ileged h,cr~rchy Is orobably 

undeniable, and mamfested 1tsdt 111 tht: r right to sleep the,r fmal slt"t'p :n tl.e v,cmll\" of the all 

po•,, crf1..ol god/l<ing, m the tomb authomed b) lum The promise of dernal life, all•ed to the 

monarch, aprears to ha.e be,.n sl..etch:,· 111 ,u 1nti:rprt't.1t10n of ,vhat that eternity would 

comprise \\'hat does s, em :o h.ne de,e!oped from an early stag,:, was the myth of entitlement 

to the tomb ~nd er foturt' lift' on the ::rounds of nob,l,ty or birth or acquired status Earlv 

ancient Egypti~n rel g1on mdde no pr~tencc .:-f ha\'1r.g a m.;,rall, 6a,t'Ci canon of behJnour To be 

included in a certain c.1tt'i1,Or:, of h11ma:. being ,, ,H sufficient, that c.,teg◊r:, dependmg entirely 

uron the n1robn1on of the ~me; 

The kings of the •rd Jnu -Ith d~nast t'S t'Xdlting the H,· concept reMhed the height of the,r 

rl •mon~tr~t ,·e p,,,,er \\ :h the r sun en ;:,'es and pyr.1m1ds 

Sec n:, ,-.:hm a tomb h mg m the I ,d , of., p:, r a1rnd mmt h,- e bi'en the suFreme ac.:olade 

Tl--.- k,r.g m r s i Ha~ e1 "tth :~ c mastabai. ,1 1:, fo t ,, ,s :he er1:ome and , mb!e ent ty of the 

rm th of r r.,I i:, ", r ab e to transpor: the pm 1leged to et,•rnal I fc 

15 2.2 THE DEMOCRATISATION OF THE. PRIVILEGED FEW 

The ()I.I Kmgd n her r h~ F' udh mduded ., tomb formula "h1ch sahi that the gift "as from 

the kmg u·c• the it l am .. , e of ,uren.1ncc g1,en nc.t to the tomb o"ner b•,t t,, the god, 

,,ho, 1t \\,IS I ped " uld ff ,1J l d r r the dece sed faen ,r•er th!'.' end of tlie Old 
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h l, e wmewl t tunisl cd, the 

k r d be we a mtcrrr1cd 1rv bctwt the 

d 

g·adual c a i;e after 1h, e d of I e 4th d n sty can onl) b.,. surmised but the pocess u 

bd eved lo ha,e be r expedited bv cl1ma:i r blcms causir.g the N,le to foil Alongm!c the 

m}t f 1hc t e of the king &od, grew the: underlyu g m)th cf 111s ;,<)\\Cr 10 ensure the 

abundance of the •.:11e flood h 1s bclie,cd tha: the numbers of short-lived monarch$ after the 

end of the f•h d~ nasty 1s svmp:omattc of lcmgs \, ho !ailed 10 11, cup 10 th" cxpccta11on and were 

remo,ed from office one \\ay or another In these circumstances, 1t Is d.tti~ult to believe that 

the m):h of the king born of 1'1e union of queen and god, could ha,e been accepted without 

qucs:1on Ho" e,er • r:g \\ 1th the making o! m} th, man has leuned to accept those part, of 

the m)th ·bout \\hich he has reH:r\,t1ons m the same sp1 r1t m ,,h1ch the myth was made If 1t 

su1:cd :he FflCS:s and or hierarchy to accept 11.e royal god-birth then exped,cncy would hne 

enabled them to do so The ,ery fact that from time 10 t;ine EgyptlMt rnonarc! were 

assamnatcd, and usur~rs took their place, makes thc "!tole birth ,ncept somewhat suspect 

Ho,, e, er :I e Eg} p: ans,, ere um, 11! ng a: •n>· time to :-,:ally discard any of their m) ths, and 1h1s 

one Dfparer.tly sur\l,ed 

O,ir, "as rn~kmg h s vcsen e teft m t ~ r al tom~ e, en before the end of the Old Kingdom 

Once t ,•• mouarch Jd fallen I \,e,cr, tie rel,g,on of I ),,n, f,tnll) C'a·ne Into 1ts O\\n This 

encow ;:ed the cluefs a.,d nobles :o pursue a process of democrausat1on TI1.-y usurped royal 

pm1le~es and bJ1lt tne1r O\\n tombs, on the assump1on 1lt.1t they \\"ould ~tso l,ecomc ,in O,iris 

a: death 

15 2.3 THE RE,lr-;TERPRETATION OF THE MYTH 

The \\Cak link \\BS the myth of entr; into the hereJf:N 0n the grnund~ of \\Orth or status. via 

roval app,o,nl Th s , ,~I prop on ,, '11ch the bu1ldut;: cf ·ombs h.,d largek been supported, ,,·as 

no,, ne 

\\ tth the ex pans on c • ·he n;;h: to 1-'fO\ldc for 1he11 O\\ n future m the h<"re~ltt"r, those secl,tng to 

1 •,te tlus pr1,1le•e \,(•e mi:!. \\are o;the neeJ to authenticate and 1us11fy such beneficence 

t e abset c ol r · ,I •p;.,r , Cc•t,11nl~ the ,,cll•establishcc\ ro,·~1 1cm11,l.t \\11s ~h,a>s 

1 J .., J I 1e:n:cha1 sHtem ha I d1.<nged ancl ,:,,.,, '"th the 

cl t mbs \\H n longer e"lus"e From the fourth 

1.h r g,r ~ting from ,nscnpuoru oc, 1rred Ill some o. the 

d : net nre tn :hr ;:h u l th d\ nastu: Tl c b1c : nppCMS t 

h~,e be-en t re r I the ,-s enti.l upcc:s of the tomb o" ner s lite and person" h1ch he,, 1shed 10 

pcr;:,etua ,n the hereafter It \\a n • an nppeal to be a e;.tcd tr.to the h~rcalter, b1,t "as, 111 

hci. ng \, :h d,c ffe• ~ ncnt t d; ,,ards the retention of a g od life 111 the hereafter The 

\.,; 
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• n e I pr tlv , .. , c,-, ,i tnc tomb prcb,bly ,,ccount, for th"' prayers 

111 rrm,l• \,ht I &''"" 10 en ,mp•s~ mmf \\1shes for ahundance in the 

after-life ~.,d e,en1ua!I sprPad t 1ntlud \;.s11on who wer<? also reque\ted to pray on the 

den:-aseds bchnlf Ho\\C\Cr, 1t .hould a, >1n be streH•!C, 1h11t these requests were, in the main, 

cone med \\Ith 1he ".-U-bemg of th" dece~se<' m the alrrr-hfe and so certa111 was the tomb 

0" ner th~t he "ould cntcr into that c~t~•e, that in um~ pro11,11es wen: made by him, in spirit 

form to bcsto" bene :icttons on tho)<' \,ho h,,cJ.-d his requ.,.;ts (L1chthc1m (1988 5, 6) From 

all of\> hich at nl.i,y bc conch,decl thJt, Jhhough • d.-51re 10 augment one's o"·n welfarc in thc 

hcrea!ter mcrcued o, er the: >·e~rs th,· mon.irch na\lng apprcwed the tomb, was suff1c1ent 

confirm.1tu:-n of the rm,h of eternal I fe \\'h,le rl'9ues1,ng "an ibundant after-life• the tomb 

ownrr wa, rot 1111t1,11ly requ~tmg assuranc"! that hi.- would enter into that after-life 

In time, JS -..·,th the m•1onty of tomb insc-npt,ons and d"corat,011, a stereeotyped formula of self­

repr~enta11on e"dveed Folio" m~ on the career statement, ,n which royal appointmenU played 

• l.uge part, the rerionAlity present,t1on was declantory, rather than narrative, the impetus 

bemg on •t h»·t>" or "1 spok<' w,ly: ,ind covering a wide range of activities such as g1vmg bread 

and dotht>s to ti ,. roor and resrect,nk one's mother and father They were all pos1t1ve, and 

L1chd1elm remarlts lint, repeated from tomb to comb or stela, their \'erac,ty might be doubted 

T~,e loci\\ rulo,n ,, ho ro~e to Jutonomy after the collapse of the royal administration continued 

,nth th~e autob1"'111 •F'h,~s. the many titles of royal off,c1als berng dropped and the emphasis 

being plac.-d on b"lng good adnuni~tratMS and c1t1zens of the,r to"•ns 

In .icki,t,on to the pl~c111g of stelu 11, their tombs, 1t became the custom of those able to do so, to 

erect \Uc h person ,I commen.\,1t1ons it rel.g1ous centres such as Abydos In this context the 

lnS~rlf ttons \n~rc e,p~t• !c,{ to include\' nou~ afterl,fe wishes addressed to O,ir,, The stelae of 

a man named T1et11 lists t""he after-I 'e \·.tshes, f1\e of "·hich dcnve fr-::im the Old Kingdom, 

1th seven others among which are" ,shes to reach the "council of gods" (possibly a concept of 

1ud11cment), and to arme 111 the ·t,ghtland"1 (the region where O,iri.s dwells). He also wants to 

be ,,ckomed bv the :ireat of Abydos and to be admitted to the god's sacred barque (Llchthe1m 

1988 58) This 1\ an ad"ance on the ,nshes for "abundance" in the early Old Kingdom tombs. 

On T1et)Cs ~tt'b, "h,.h 11,1s 1.i.!en dH!"d to the 11th dynasty, there is an awareness of the need to 

ensure so1.1eth1ng mer<' th.rn ·smtt'nance· 

T~,e ,n1tt.1I re,1ct1011 of a human be111g to wrong-domg ,s denial :Vle.i cull'" has to be learned, it 

docs 1101 come n,1turally At the ,,bove stage ,n the development of ancient Egvptian religiou1 

pr>ctlC<, It \, as th,. reaction of denial that "as produced by the assumption of possible wrong-

dcing There 1s no ~uggcst,on of a pli.-a for forgiveness 

3-, • _:, 
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The" fonm,1a ~ \, 1 the ncg 1,c confcrnon, "h1ch arpeared on many rf the ,tela.!, contains 

su h phuscs as I am magnate \, ho 1-.no" s his r nk among the nobles", I am one "ho loves 

g od hati:1 .. ~ \\ 1t~ ,, f orn none stayed nngry O\ crn ght, no foh,.hood came from my 

mo 1th, n c,,t \ as d ne by my h,nd5, "horn ucc-plc lo,cd throughout each day" Fu from 

bemg ncgamc. tlus sh uld probably, more accurately be titled, "iln 1ffi,mrnon of innocence" 

The Jffirmauon of• stcward from the ~riod of Scnwosrct I throws l,ght on some of thc cby to 

d.ly social problcrm and dishonesty of the t1mc, wh,.n hc speaks of caring for the w1do"·s, 

orphan,, and thc hungry "I htndcrcd no man at thc ferrf, I maligned no man to his supenor, I 

p3td no heed to calumny" He hstens to iustlcc, and "leans not to h11n "ho can p1y"(Uchthi::1m 

19~8 104} It illl sounds very fa1rnhar, but he docs recount his vu1ous duties as a steward so 111 

that respect 1t mmt be cons1d.-red autob1ogrJph1cal and not only a stereotyped formula 

We kno,, l1ttle JOOUt thc thoughts of ordinary Egyptians during the Old Kingdom In the 

r-.t1ddlc Kingdom the>' faced rcalitv The uncertainty and suffering of the anarchic years had left 

their mark and in scribal circles, mcn were writmg of the reality of life rather than commg 

1dealist1c ohrues for the dead 

From life to death from perfect ton to chaos, men wcrc "riung the thmgs th,t pee plc "ere 

:hmk.Jng Even the cxclum 1ty of th~ mon,,rch had been 11waJcd Amen emf.ct I the k111g "ho 

appointed Khnemhotep I a• Bena 1-!asan 1s the assumcd \\'riter of n tc!chn& dirctled it his son, 

That the p1c-ce of" nung ,, as 111 fact pr.:>bably composed during thc reign of '-erwos•et I. docs 

not detract from the nature of the work which Parkinson (1991.48} refers to IS "Thc royal 

burdcn" 

"Gathcr yourself ae,"nn subiects whose respect cannot be trusted, do not approach them whcn 

you arc ilonc' Trust no brothcr, know no friend'" (Parkinson 1991 49} . The ,-.r~ goes on tu 

describe ho,, an attack,, as made on thc kings life while hc slept, and 1t 1s gcnerally bd1c,ed that 

Amcncmh•!t "'as nsassinatcd, ,!though hiS son Scnwo~ret seems to have becn able to ke.ip the 

throne 2 These are the thoughts of a human being, not a god k111g l cf 6 4 2 Political IX'" er and 

asp1rat1on•, 

A piece of writing bel1e,ed to ha,c cmanatcd from the Herakleopohtan period dells with the 

fal11b1lity of the kin~ under the utlc "Tc.chmg tor l\.lerikue· (Parl-.mson 19!1I 52) Such writings 

,,·ould ha,e been unth111kablc 111 the golden days of the Old Kingdom 

Pen1m1sm 1,·.,s not conf1ncd to the monarch Literature such as thc "Lament ol lpur· (1991 60} 

and the "D1llogue of a :--.tJn with Im Soul• (1991 132) tend to refute the 1m.,ge of prosperity and 

well,b.:.ng rro1l'<.tc,I 111 the tombs On thc other h.1.1d, these :--.tiddle Kmgdom writings cast 

ordinary Eg~ pt1ans In human rnuat,on, we can w,.11 um1c•iiand Thc1r security had largcly gone 

and the future was proulcrn.1t1nl 

326 

. . . . 
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With the re1r ullat1 

w .is ,lo\\ Iv er 

death th n ti 

1,nc-r Tl r 

1, pJ1 r 1tr1d l wcr r VJ t, th,• po'-er of the loca1 nobles 

,, er,,• t be the c.riterion, for life aft.,r 

d!!lend and Ju\llf\ hunsdf must 

the tomb 1, a• r long mcrdy for su 11."nance u, the 
f.all upon ti e t r 

after life, b\11 conf matton or affim1~t II f th" 1,onh1!'1CU f the dccr,'5e<,I hy reason of h,s 

eJrthly deecb, to ensure entry into that life I• has been pointed out th:H m the Old K11,eJom 

tombs, men h.id been ,nduding 1hr r 1u· sand up11 ~tlon1 an their inscr 1pt1ons, ,n 1n11clp11,on of 

preferment in the hcreaftc-r T:te 11c~ •n the period ftc-r the f,11 and ,cmsuternent of the 

mon..rchy, wa, 10 ~ roffer these attrlhute\ •i ut1des ol 1,or1h u, ,r1.!er 10 entf'r 11110 that realm of 

ext.:nded life 

15.3 THE OUTWARD 1/151BLE SIGNS 

15.3. 1 THE A0APTATICIN OF MURALS 

Th,, 1111.-ard and invmbl<' g•1cc wu d1ff1cuh to cc.-nvcy Ho\\ eHr, 11 '"•" Als:> 1101 suif1c1l'nt to 

co, ,tintlv :epc1t tt .. murals 1, h1ch had scncd In differ~ • cvnu• t Jnd a cl1ffc:rent r-- rioJ 

If'"~ I oh at ~hf" ngr1cul1ural !oCenes, dct• 1ang the 1artous ac11,1t ,., c,n the tomb 01,ner's uute, 

,, h .h i-1r->I' bl de, ~lop,.d from a scene dep1rnn the provl\10n of necessary food, the ,mage hu 

si1l;tly d n1il,.., \\ ha, c ha1e 111 these l•ler tombs II the Oh n<'r 
0

hcing 1.2• or ,up rv1Stng h11 

cst1tl', chc Im 
6 

1 ,at 1h,· i, ·ount, ar<' kept, that the •rrnn~b 111ult1ply (cc:-puht1on rr,ot•fs), tn 

other \•orch we 111, ., f ·hohn the 0·11w•rd s1gn:1 of a man \\'ho hn "done 111 th•ngs \,·~II It 

m•y be argued that,:.,,•, , •hiul 1l11nk•nc: and that the tomb owner merely w•nU to recreate 

thls in •he .1fter-l1fc Ho v 1~! 1s 11 ho" c,~r, to !ouppose that crippled herchmen, probably 

t•rr n<' \t um,, and IJ dcl11 1.:r.. ~~llll cl1AsMcd. arc required to be tramlat11d to that world to 

c ,. ,c' l1 1s r~r more accept blc to ntc•r,c1 the crtppl d tr&bcsml'•: as ben~f,caancs of the noble 

\\'11.> h" \een '•t to , c the,~, canpl.,, m~111 and th, : hamsrmcnt of the u, defaulters H 

con!lrm:1101 of the f.,ct thAt nc.-th,n I left w, 1 11c In order to a:count for the ro}·,,I ta\Cs 

The workshor scc,1e1 m~ u·en to be bu\y with men ~. I women prepanng for t!,e demise of the 

O\\ ncr, and 1he iourne\'\ to Bus1m and Abydos have no rcle, ance whusoever tn relation to the 

htreafter ,,t!1er than ensuring 1he right of the deceased to enter therein In the 18th dynAsty we 

ste an estermon of the 6..,11 iournc\' translated mtll the hcre,,ftcr but then the genre and 

tre~trnent 11 tlltall)' d,ffercn1 w11h 1he b.11q11c iourneyrng through the undcn, orld The I :?th 

d, nastv tllmb scenes sho1,·1ng the mo, ement ot the ,orp~I.', the func,~I practices, the preparation 

oft ,mh furn1turl' and linen, ha1e no pl~cc at all m the hl"rl.',ftcr It ,s c,nh when all these thing\ 

have b·en done that the tomb becomes rdl.'\•nt fal'n the 01anuho11rc .;.,f ,utu~ r\ prc,burral 

and only dpplrc ,hie 10 ofl<"rrngs altl'r dl!'ath ,,h1ch 1.,kc pl~,t' on cHth There woul,i ,1rrear 10 be 

no n,.t'CI to hcl<1 offcnng ,uvicc1 before \latucs tn the af1rrhfe Re,birth docs not cnn.age ii 
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c nt 1uo1t1on of 1hc bu-ih-ck"1uh yclc 1'eath 11 • contingency .,,,1h which earthly man has to 

contend 

1-fo.., e,er, as a st11emcn1 of affomJllon that e\l•ryth1n11 thal should have bcen done, has in fact 

~en complc!Clcl. then thr murals rn.ake 1oul ,cme Th,.y thcn become the aconognpluc 

m ntf~tataon of the .afflrmatacm of merit found an the wr,tten tomb baognpl.in and on ,tdac. 

The qu~tton amcs, why Yiu Iconographic pr~entataon ncccsurv 

15 3 2 THE NEED FOR ICONOGRAPHIC REPRESENTATION 

lu has been voanted out, la1ency was at a prerruum Even the: vcat anscnption an tomb 3 at Beru 

~ias.n "as complc1cd at the cost of cxlrcmely poor work, such that some: of 1t was almo•t 

unrc;cbble Time and 1gaan \\C find the nmc anscnptaons and text repeated m the tombs, and 

tc,ts 1nt1 :>c: ,-cd , .ch do not rcl1tc to tht' images to which they arc atta~hcd The literacy of 

the: tomb o ... ncr wn always qucsttonable and from the: num~rs of lncorr«t texts, one: is 

1uHif1cd m q•Jf'rylng the abalaty of the m11ortty of tht' tomb owners to read tht- work an their own 

tombs In the C.Ut' of tomb 3 Benl Haun, \H find part of a biographical text repeated Ul a 

context · .-ht-re 1t as not appart-ntly 1pplacable > 

This belllg the s1tuAt1on, for his afflrm1tion of "orth or merit, the torr b owner used the 

b1ogr1ph1cal tc,.ts largely for his titles, attnbutcs and his u•rv1ct- to the kina, )Ut for pcnonal and 

andl\ 1dual 51tuataons 1, h1ch 1t •, ould doubtlt-n have been difficult to h· vc d cubed Ul textual 

form. he translateJ \\·ha1 he \, anted to say by returning to 1conogr,phy. i .. tures could be 

undcmood by c,eryont- Ne,crthclr.s~, while the mtent behind the rcr!1tv-act1vatcd, murals may 

ha\e repl1c.ed the 11.!ealiscd conccpa they did not replace thc familiar ,11ot1fa incorp..irated ln 

them They arc not ncces11nly biography and, as pointed out, the journeys to Abydos and 

Busms, It as ,uspcctcd, often dad not take place That the deceased did supervise the estate, In 

the 1ntcre1ts of lumsclf or tht- monarch, and 1hat he may have made certam that the funeral 

1ct1\'lt1es \\ere and would be carried out, 1s not beyond the bounds of pon1b1ltty and these 

murals may be considered as rt'aluy m terms of what the tomb O\\ner wishes to convey on his 

01,in behalf Neverthelen, once 1he murals become stereotyped, one must look beyond these 

p1•t1:rn, 1f one 1s to fmd genuine b101raphy 

15.4 BIOGRAPHY IN THE TOMBS AT MEIR, EL-BERSHA AND BENI HASAN 

B·,,,raphy can be dctcrmaneJ on 1wo le,els, either as the laves of andlv1dual men or as a branch of 

latrr,oture (Fcwlcr 1973) As literature one can discount the murals an the above tombs As they 

rrflf',t \lluat,on, ~nd mcidenu an the hves of 1he tomb owners, we arc on more positive ground 

Sr. • u 1\ our kno,, It'd e ~bou1 1he end of the Old Kanadom anJ the dcvl"lopments of the early 

ll.laddle . , II iom rnou comment.mes contain thr 1nformat1on that some of the nomarchs 
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usurpo,d the r,ght I use the c.art u fr with the suggestion that they had monarchial asp,raliom 

(Alcln-d I ~87 J.?7) ln tombs A I and A:. at Meir, father and son's names both appear 1n 

c~rto11chcs (f 1g1 I 47, I ./9 150,1 ~ 1) Their clatn1 to monarchy, however, is qu,.stionable WluJe 

the hawk topped ar,•kh was associated directly with the king, the cartouche had no dJVtne 

connotation and pou1bly became a royal prerogative as one of the attributes of the monarch. it 

1pp.-au. to ha,·e ste-mme,! from the jhim sign (Gard.mer 1957· V9), for which Wilkinson finds 

the me~nings to lx- "eternity" and "pralt-~tion• (1992:193)' At the time of the build.mg of the 

above tombs, when the monarchy was losing er had lost its power 1"• cartouchc may well have 

been med to signify the power and protection cf the local lords over their own territory, of 

which they became v1rtu•l rulers With the onset of a period of anarchy, when each man had to 

look to his own well-bcing, they appear to h,ve usurped, or to have been compelled into talung, 

total lacJI control, some of them proudly recording their care for their own people (Aldred 

1987 121) However, this does net necessarily imply that they all shared an ambition to usurp 

the crowns of upper and lower Egypt. The Theban and Herakleopolitan groups each attempted 

to ,chieve this, and although the Thebans were the victors, it was only after protracted military 

o~,.,rat1ons There 1s nothing in these tombs at Meir to s•Jggcst m1litary activities, which would 

certainly have been essential hdd they really aspired to the double crown. 

15.4,1 THE MEIR TOMBS 

1 he tombs at Ml!ir ar11 essentially those of one particular family Their tombs contain material 

,, h1ch 1tresses rhetr Cusae background and reflects, to a certain extent, the penod in which they 

h\ed 

In 9 4 mention has been made of 'personalised reality" as exemplified by Fig 151 where 

Pep1'onkh (tomb A2) 1s shown bemg transported, possibly to "view• his cattle. It is quite clear 

t~t the emphasis Is not only on 1dw1 he is domg but how he ls doing it. Transport by palanquin 

as elaborate as the one m the mural must surely indicate a very Important personage indeed and 

dus murdl, q .. ute apart from showing Pepi'onkh about his duties, also takes great care to 

emphn1se the Importance and status of the man. He sits on what was probably an ebony chair, 

u the lined drawing suggests, wearing a kilt the style of which was almost certainly restricted to 

a particular socia) class (Hall 198620) The whip of fox skins, is greatly enlarged. As pointed 

out previously, this 1s a mural In which Pepi'ankh's name appears in a urtouche. 

The elaborate funeral processions m this tomb (Fig, 152, I 52a) spare no efforts to convey the 

detailed ceremonial arrangements accorded to Pep1'onkh. Thl!y arl! projected as the final 

guarantee to the great man's l!ntry into h1s futurl! life. There could be an idealised concept here, 

m that the ceremonies may be shown in far more elaborate detail than would actually have 

occurred, nevi?rtheless, they are intended to convey an actual life-time ceremony not a wished• 

for happening in an idealised hereafter. They are also intended ta apply personally to Pepi'onkh. 
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noble were I po,-crf ,I Tl e re t f ti 

the I :?th dJn• t Tl 

n the c un'r) \\ s 1n a parlou, st,,te and the local 

t mbs und r re, 1e,, at Me1r lx-lo,,g to a period \\'hen 

d and r msutcd the ur lted monarchy They "ere 

endea,cunng to ~tab! d tht.-ir o,, n reg e and to re oup some of the country s losses from 

the anar'111c ar..:i f~mme ,trt ken yenr,; Me• tJmbs gne an 1rnprcss1011 of an established local 

p0\\ er structure In "h h one family c ther 1n direct h~ e, or througl, vano1a mtt'r•marnag('s, 

pro\ldedsccunt>" not found to the same c,tent ~t Bc.11 Has,n 

1U.1(al THE HA THOR TREND IN THI: MEIR TOMBS 

The focal point oft he Meir o, crlordsh,p appears to have- been the temple of the great i; ~dess 

lf.11l,or at Cuuc \\'h1le dl\intt,es .ire mt'nt,oned !n l>oth the el,Bers!ia and B.-111 Hasan tombs, 

neither group IHlCars to hA\t' posscned a particularly important local cult, nor do they proJect 

dc,·ouon to any special dn ,nity as do tht' Me,r group A tt'mple iuch as that ~t Cus■e, would 

have been a rrospcrous asset The o,erlords of Cuue were pncHs and as such must have 

controlled the: offer,ngs, lands, and cattlt' accruing to tht" temple m add1t1on to their o·,·n «.'States 

Priestly mies \\ere held b)· the Ben, Hasan overlords, but the tombs there ,n no way reflect the 

overpowermg mfluencc ol the I l<lthor or any otl,t'r cult as found at ~l~,r The presence of the 

temple, and the tomb b111ld111g of the nomarchs m1y well ha, e been the bam for the 

de, clopm~t of the ut \\ h,ch emanated from Cusae 1 ~.e exntence and nature cf the Cus1te 

school ,s purely s;icculatl\e but the d1m11ct1\'e .trt produced by these apparently local arust,, ,s 

undeniable Th,s 111 1aelf mtroduced a personal,sed entity into the Me,r tombs ,, hich III the 

main centred on the relatoonsh,p between the pr,cst/nomarchs and tht' //,,rhor cult There •~ no 

attempt to mtroduce f1g1irC$ of l/.11h,,r into tht" tombs as 1,as to h•ppc:n ,n the 18th dynasty 

Neither are the w,ves sho,, n any great prdert'nce ,s priestesses of f/.11hor The accent' ,iu,te 

clearlr on the tomb O\\ ner and Im relat1onsh1p with the cult 

Tomb B 1 Senb,, from the reign of Amenernhet I and B2 Ukh-hotp, from the reign of 

Amenem'.t'ts son Sem,osret I, h.-e murals winch art' the epitome of Cus,te art (11 2 3a) and 

tht' H,11hor influt-nce 

Tht- upper pan of the mural 011 tht' 1'cr:h "all of Rl (/,i; lb3} sho"s the II.11~0, ct'remonv, m 

which St'nb, hmuclf ,s 111duded •nd to" h"m the large m,•11,11 ,s being ofl~rt'd There IS a great 

d1fft're.1ce here from the ua11c: ,, ,1l!s "hl're thl' tomb cm 11 ... r sees" c-r ""·~tch('s•, ,mmobile III t!1e 

face of nurr.erous actl\1t1es llt're, m the placing of the m~n "1th the 11w11<11, we hav(' no doubt 

that Senln IS part1C1f'~tmg 111 the cerer.wll) Th,s Cl'remc-ny hH been d,scus~ed III I l.2.3(b) 

From the lttter 11 1," ~een that this "~' essent,all~ a //.11/i,,r ceremon> of gift-bestowal 

cond,1cted during a persons l1fe11me It 1\ 1ntt'rtst111g to note tha: although female attendants of 

//,11/:0, ire presc1ot, m,,le f,gures Me prcm1nent in the , .. rw1C'ny. I /,11/wr hl'rself ,s not dep1Ctt'd 
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Dunn. ·he I 01 dv1 ast) 1/.a/i r did rn.,h· her appeuanc.- in the underworld and was so 

depicted in the t rnbs Ir 111 th.it t,m,., usu.,lly J'> an dccessory or assist.mt, olten leading the 

deceased to 0,1n, Her c.,r<'mony a, depicted in Senb1's tomb was not representcd. It has no 

place wh.itNever 111 the h.-r~after, and wc can only accept 11 as a form of affirmation of Senb1's 

r1~ht to etr.rnal life That he 1..iok p1rt 1n such a cer.:mony, in his caparny as a fforhor priest is 

alm.,st cert,11n I 11 ~ny c:,1se 11 1s what he "'3'115 to convey 

On,: t1>ruh to ,Hsoc1ate biography \. tth truth Tim 1s not necessanly ~o Biography, in the same 

mrn11er ~s art, pro1ects only th.11 \\ luch the wnter or artist wishes to convey as the truth That 

modern b1ograph1es can differ markedly 1n proiecting p3rticular persons and their activities, 

1,·hcther true or not, in no 1v.1y detracts from their definn,on as biographies 

Ukh,hotp 111 82, as pointed 0111 in 12 2.2, bore a name linked to Haihor The sign 1,kh appears in 

a r,umber of variants (Fig 19 I) He was also Superintendl'nt of' the Priests of the Mistress of 

Cusae As can be seen from Fill 192 the name of ll,11hor was augmented by various e " thets 

which constituted titles 

Some of the most beautiful work of the Cus1te crifumen appears in this tomb The s, ~ .. ! irom 

Fig J 93 incorporating Ukh-hotp's smiling wife, blind harpist and singer, Be1a herdsrr, •n, and at 

the bottom, although badly damaged, the very realistic portrayal of •he papyrus gdtherers. This 

scene has little in common \\'1th the canomcall>· correct and conventiona l murals of the Old 

Kingdom tombs The papyrns g,therers make J11 appe,irance again on the east end of the north 

wall They are slto" n as fa1rl)' crude f,gurl'S and the somewhat pathetic figure cf the old man, 

no long<"r hanng .1ny work to pet forrn, endea\'ouring to be a part of the boat moor111g process, is 

t1mele1s Hts ~ged leg, are clearly 1nd1c.1ted and the misshapen body speaks of ag~, not 

depnvat1on, dS do the figures of the Bep tnhesmen This is certainly not an ideal or idealised 

society 

The nrt1st "as obnously a man who set great store by detail In many of these tomb murals an 

amst.1,t priest is sho1, n With a cloth ready to remove all footprints before leaving the tomb. 

The pictwe sho1, 1ng the cloth !us been reproduced (F 11: I 95) because the artist has taken great 

CJre to sho\\' iust ,, hat 1t 1s ~luch smaller cloths orried as personal towels are frequently 

:ho\\'n; this rloth Is plainly not 1nt<!'nded for that purpose 

The very fine I /,11hor ceremony 111 tlm tomb accentuat,.s the dose assoc1at1on of all these Meir 

nomarchs with the cult at Cusae The inclusion of the bulls and cow in this scene has been 

d.,cussed in 12 2.3(d) In this mural Ukh-hotp already \\'e,1rs a very heavy in,~tlll neckl~ce and Jt 

1s the bread of / /,11/l()r that 1s being offered to him He responds by holding up the traditional 

1/,11/ior rattle, and there is no doubt at all of his p~rtic1pat1on It 1s interesting to note the 
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d the r e attendant m ihe • p~r register and the beautiful 

r t:le I; db~ Uk h tp 

The tomb of yet another L I t1 B-l a pears to ha\e been decora,~d hy 1n ~rust 1nflut!nced 

bv the royal rather than the Cmae s I o.-i' s,.autiful as the murals we-re, the influence of the 

established royal court resulted in th humanls~,c and natural work of the Cusite craftsmen 

gt"tnl: ,,.av 10 finely etec:uted bu· control l pa1•1ttngs Poor though the '1 ul,tv of the 11lustrat1on 

1s {l'1g 2 I I) the some\\ hat feint d~w1ng of ·hl' h ippos, wlule grouped in sirrnlu fasht.-in to those 

In tomb 81 (fit 183b), h~,e b<·er r duced to • ~= :~ 1ranimate rO\,·. Also introduced into this 

tc-mb ts some very fine decorat1\·e design (F1,;, 2 I 2 .,,,J 2 I }Ll), around the entrance to the small 

dum~r 

However, 1f the Cusae ut "as no longer < • ~11t the 111cl111~ ,on towards personal statement 111 a 

merger of lueroglyphs a:id 1cunogra;,hy was a, 1-t,c, eo III prcba ly the most personalised mural 1n 

all these ,\!cir tombs Tlus h the l,st ot Ul-h-h tp's p:cdeces5ors tr1 the nomarchy, on the South 

"all ti Ii 213) It makes no pretence to conform ·o a• y prl'\11.lu~ tcm,b mt ,I, and stand$ out as 

c~J a recc:,rd of t.:kh-hotp's predecessors ard (b) SU m1ss1011 of Urh,' •tp's status •nd ri,hu to 

the no11 ,1 of Great Chief or Nomarch The rel•tionshi!.>s a·e quflt,on~ble and the li\t ca,111ot 

be checked s111c:e there arc lacunae ,n en<"ntial portions, but th<" mess.ge 1s dear, and, l aring tn 

mind the period and the uncerta111 tenurl' of the nomard v nt l,nt •1m<", t!-1..- i tatement 1s highly 

relevant 

15 4,1(b) THE leNITH OF THE HA THOR CULT IN THE MEIR TOMBS 

The Ukh-hotpe of 7omb Cl pornbly of the Se11wos•et !II period may ha,e b, en one of the lut 

of the :--.'omnrcl" of the ~lc1r t.-imbs His tomb which has been described 111 14 3 was beaut1fuily 

pa111tt'd. pos51bly 01, ~ its decor,1taon to an art 1st well-,enl'd tn ro} al structures, but sh.-iws a 

b!Hant d1sreg1rd of coment1on, and pro,ects a m,n essentially 1d1osyncrat1c, and prepared to 

e-.:press hts per•onal preference for a!I to see The re.Hon for usurp~t1on of certain royal 

attributes 1s debat,1ble ~nd som.., of the proiccllons could be the work uf the artist ratht>r than 

the will of tht' o" ncr, b11t 111 the abst>nce of furtl1l'r 1nforma:1on trts crnnot b,- determined His 

e,ght titles sho" tlut 111 add1t1C1n to being a prince, h .. 1, as a S1,,pertntendent of Prophets, and 

held three other priestly rnles direct!~ anoc,,1tcd ,, Ith //,11/ior H,s '/ 1m I .. rdu·, tttle 1s essent'ally 

royal, but Ul..h-ho:pc appeMs to have h•d such a penchant t•r the l.1d1es th,H one 1s hesitant to 

releg.ite this to ro~al ,isp,rat1ons His l~cund1ty f1grnes on / 1g, 230 and 240, ha,e been 

d1scuHed (14 3 3(c)) Unusual, and pornbly with ro}al •HI ra•,ons, as tht"se may be, they fade 

tnt.-i 111s1gmf1cancc beside the fact that, ,,·1th the t"\cep: .>n of a fe1, male figures assoctated \\'1th 

th,• funerar\' liturg\ , all the attl'ndmts tn the mural• .ire f..m.,le Unfortun nely the I f,,rlwr 

cerernornal scei1e ti badh dam,1ged (/ 1!( 2././) hut ,;, en ~0 1t 1> suff1c1tr: to 1dcnt1f.- the naturl' of 

t!.e mural The o:her mural~ 1n "lu,h ,,on . ..-11 p~rfcrrn u1~s usually p..-rformed b~ 11en cannot 

-.~: 0 ) .:· ,,,◄ . . . 
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e e pl t t ,Jt a u: fron I sta: .is and utles, l,;l,.h hotpe \alued hts 

p 1estl n ti C' , \ d // 11/i , ,.100,e a' tl1er ns1derat1ons, ~ncl that the oflermg and 

sY.amp s ei a & 1 111 her cdebrauon ,\ bt!.'gr~phcr 1s n t Jut, bound to e,pla,n the 

"11~1111• f the Fcaonal,t, aoost " horn he Y.rttes An auto-biographer may describe h,s C\,n 

ac t1ons .... thout g, ng , re,,\ n for them I hey n,11 r<'mam biography Tins "hole AHoc1auon of 

Ukh hot~ and tie SCl\lllt; \\Olllen 1n l a\lend.1nts eu,n to the e"i.mt of sho" mg some of them 

dotheJ m male garments, stands c mpletdv outmle the range of Old n~dom and e,c-n I :,h 

dmast, comention~I tomb murals Thc-,e /'.l1m t ombs hne been lonked apart from f.an11ly 

relat1011sh11 s, an dc-,otaon to ti,,· /'.Ii Stress of C usae They ha\ e 111clud,·d c.-remom!!:S an .,.. h1ch the 

tomb o" n, rs partoc1pate, Jo,d 1t m1y be anurned they cors,der t11.s H"n .. e, and acceptance by 

I /,11hur, to I,.• a I art of their dedar1t1c n of m erit That th,~ last tomb goes ,.,en further beyond 

the 1/,,iho, 1,orsh1p of the others m no way detracts from th.t :n111al anunt Blackman detail• 

1h.- colourful nature of the decor•ttons ,n th,s <1nd rhc other tonobs te g MEIR 6 24,20) The 

\\Omen \\Car r,-tremdy br·ghtlv c-oloured gumems, bracell't~ and anklets, and their 'b,1 y· 

fogurc:s m tht:' offerong srtr,e (I 11( 243) s;,tak of genuonr act1,1ty \Vhethcr this was the wav 

Ul,,h-lv:itpe \\I shed to be sho\, r. .. nd remcerr.!_,~red. or w+ether \\" are see mg a v1nat1on on 

I lulhllT worship, the p-,rsonality of the clenastd, who has ele;.•d to be :>uned su-r ,unded by the 

fem.le s .. , , 1s pro ,.,tl'd \trv strong!} m~t'c,rl Such de,011on to 1/.ithor no matte, ,-hat form ot 

t~ok, \,ould uridoubtedl, be conm! :ed mcn•.rtous b) tl1.- \\Orsh,pf' <'r Suice 111 1:-ios ca,e the 

t mbc ,ncr 1s a priest, thee murJls \,ould seer., :u 1ustof} c!esognatoon as b,ograph,cal 

r-.!~or .,,empl1f es tl,c me of tl1e flO'\C' r of t!ir nom JJc.hs, the de\rloprnent of the Cusae art, free 

trom royal and pne,tl) control fo, a ,.,, ..-• od. the 1mportwre accorded to d,c temple-

w.:,rs! ,r of I l.i•hm thee J,•,no,;nstraucr; a , 

omporta11t conformotv "1th th. mytt 

'"<1fliltton in the //,.tli,,r cerrn'onies, anc; the all­

' 0,110 lofe after d.-~th hy reason d 111,1,v1du1I 

In these ~,r,umstM"<"\ th<' / l.itltur material cannot jUSt be cons1derc-d an ,doosyncrasy of a ~ ... , 

men, but •t~nds ollt a, h111i;r,1pl,) ~s a ncces-ary adiunct to tl,e C\lll\entoonal toJmb murals, so ar 

as the r-.leu vrn1,es \, etr comerned Th, fact thal 11 1s peculoar t o Meir substantiates the 

b1ographo,~I co ,tent e, t:'11 furth .. r 

15.5 EL-BERJHA 

The ar,··r.~• fumlv of TPhuto,hctcep of tomb 2 can be traced back to the ?4!flOd of the 11th 

dynast> ,. , " ' ( he- 'loblt:"s of the Harr nome \, ere f'O" erful , theor deity "as / ltotl, and per­

T ehut,, h, , • r / h,,tJi, th .. ,r pn11<1pal cot), named b) the GreeJ..s Hermopolts Their quarrying 

ado\ ,tor~ to· ~•.•t utcr at Het,11ub \\ere-the J()UfCt of great "calth and mu,h of what 1s 1-.no" n of 

th~e O\l•rlor trom graffito at tlw Het•nub qu~mr~ Th .. ,e appean to hJ,c been a cloJtr 
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rr • M, r r 8 n Ha an nd th,s 111.w .,ell be due to the 

al b stcr r I the Hct n b q W'Tlt" 

If an) mural u -:I ! f \,1th tl,e po,,er ft! cse princes, •I e dragging of the colossus m tomb 

2 lea,·.,.; I ule to ti., mag nation ff1g 23,1 234,1, 234/.,) Qu,•e 2j'<''' fr rn 1hr •echmc,I J .. ,~,1$ 

ell such n:i undcrtaJ ang and the text nc ornpany1 ~g the m ,rol "h1ch 1s unquC$t1onably purpose 

r:iade ,,c a1c left \Hth no argumenu th" can poss1blv ~uggcst this it -'n)th,ng other than an 

a ual oc:wrrcnce m the I fe ofTehutt-hetep Newberry ne,er queried 1t and the details are so 

"e'l defmcJ that, 1f there \.as no other piece of b1ograph1c;il iconography in ar v tomb, this 

,,ould st ll have to be recogn,st-d as such (EB I 23-:!6) Arguments as to ,vhether Ter.ut1•hetep 

aspired to being a king ar• irrelevant The only question ,s "hcther this :ould be considered 

accc-ptable tomb material There is no suggestion that the statur \\'as intended for the tomb 

,uclf, the site of the latter being unreachable for such a larg obiect Newberry (EB 1.21) refers 

to a pbce named Thereta, mentioned onl;· once as the place to 1, h1ch the statue" n being taken, 

and specubtcs "hether 1t ,,as near Tehut1•hetep's palace Whether the king did approve the 

statue rs not de,r from the text E,·en 1f he did, the fact that Tehut1•hetep \\'U able to achieve 

the end result ,s a clear md1cat1on of the po1,·c-r ,, ,cldcd by the .,,an anci the command he had 

over 1hc people needed to accomplish the- task \Vh,le he- ensures that the t:\'ent w,11 remain m 

the memory of those '"ho am·mblc at the tomb for funeral nte1, he supports his own 

ach1c\'ement m relation to his respcns,b,litv to,,·ards the populace m general. by stressing their 

p!c__,ure A mur.11 such u th,:. c~n ha, .,o place m a tomb other than as a demonstration of 

sutus and pow.,r such as \\Oulc' mlc- Tehu11-he1c-p to merit acceptance into eternity This 1s 

not only 1concgr;iph1c b,ographv but 11 ,s b1ographv which t-nt1rely concurs w,th the- myth of 

altirn,at,on of pcnonal mem and u such ,s s,m,lar material to the / /.11/ior cc-rcmomcs m the 

11.leir tombs 

15.6 BENI HASAN 

The Ben, Has,rn tombs t-p1tomlse the dc,elopment of tornb-makmg dunng a d,ff,cult period 

through the re-establishment of :he monm:hy, and the d,mmution of the po1,er of the local 

nobles. They arc- a small saga of the rise and fall of the lords t-f the 16th Oryx norm, of upper 

tgn't clunng the 11th Jn-1 1 ~th d) nasties 

15.& 1 11TH DYNASTY TOMBS OF BENI HASAN 

8Jqt I (tomb 29), arpe3r\ to l,a,·e becn a ch,ef ~ppo,nted 111 the- 11th dp1asty Thc s1mplic1ty of 

tlus burial particularly m relation t., the earl,cr A 1 and A:! 11.leir tcmbs (IO 2 2), ,s markedly 

ob1;1ous Fairly poor or mcxpenenced constructton, the stcrc-otyped offering mural and 

s,rnplif,.-d f,shmg and duck 1.untmg ~ce11c on the !'\orth \\'all (l-'1!{ 156) suggests a de.,rth of 

labo11r and 1or means to procurt- better l.,;'('11, in ,irone contPSt to the 11.lc-ir tombs On the 
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l l ,,al (T •Y. / 'i , ~ fe" \He 1Yer •nake lrtc:r •! peir111ce In general'-'"' find here numerous 

murals appl Jblc t :he rr r' n w, ,dm nistr,1t1on of 8aqt and h,s per<on~I stature without 

concentfatl n n a·. part, ul.,r a~rcct or 111.:li\•iduol action or etrcu111stance ,d,,ch could be 

considered b1.:1g;-•ph1cal It 1S the 111tenm •· p of general merit w1tho11t be1'1g specific 

1c12nographu: b,ogr •1 •hv 

Baqt Ill of tomb I:; (10 3 2), his ancestors unknown, 1s c1lled a Great Chief, although there is 

no md1catio11 oi how he acquired th,~ title Ti,ere 1s a notable absence of priestly titles among 

these 011erlords of the Ory, nome, m s• rong contrast to those of l\!eir 

In 10 3 3 the e'\uberance of tht> highly dt>corated walls of tomb 1 S, with motif-packed murals 

bu been d,1c11ssed CirrumstM1ces seem 10 have improved. perhaps the uncertainty of the early 

1 I th dynasty has g1,en way 10 grcate• stJb1lity, 1t is difficult to tell, bul this tomb exhibits none 

of the pars,mony of tomb 29 and th" impression is one of some prosperity Present too, is a 

seMe of md,\idu.iiny, not nece.sanly ir,lluenced by the need for Just1f1cation, but exemplified by 

the Joyous ,11111na11cn oi the girls at pby and the delightful bird studies (Figs 162, 162b, 16J, 

I 6.J) To experience this tomb, even i~ its less than perfect state, 1s 10 feel the enthusiasm with 

"h1ch it ,,·.is mad,. E,en the bats, scourge of the rock tombs and temples to this day, are to be 

admired (fig Jo5) The South w.,11 \\1th its detailed animals (Fig; 167, 167<1, 167b] 1s eqt1nlly 

1:1d1\'ldu.1l m approach 

Egyptian tornbs can be extremely "dead· particularly those of the 18th dynasty where the figures 

are techn1eally we'I produced, but the overpowering presence of the gods of the unrlenvorld 

tend to ·ender all th'! murals l,feless There can be little doubt that in tomb 1 S we have 

retreated from the stereotyped motifs of the Old Kingdom, and entered ir.to a world of 

actuality, equally ~s poignant as anything 1'1e1r can produce and ma totally different genre from 

the brash power-statem!'nt of T ehut1-hetep at el Bers ha 

A local element 1s introduced by the mythical animals on the North wall (Fig 162a] A 

development of the M,ddle Kmgdom, they ,ire noticeably absent from Meir The hierarchal 

prieH/divmity rel,1tionsh1p so e, ident m the adoration of 1/,11/wr may have kept such crudities 

out of the Meir tombs but this 1s not t o suppose that they did not exist \Vhat one can suggest is 

that the general tone of the Orp: nome overlords 1s somewhat simpler than the l\leir group or 

the great lords of the Hare name The influence of the desert areas is not dominated by the 

alabaster quarries as at Het•nub, but by the v1ciss1tudes of the terrain, the hunting, and wildlife. 

Although l'akltc, traditional desert d1vm1ty of Ben1 Hasan does not appear 10 tomb l 5, the 

prim1t1ve goddess He,11 ,s represented 

The motif of d11t1es comc1ent1ously pumred (Fil(s 166, l 66<1), is consistent with affirmation of 

ment and 111 this tom" 1s well emphasised It reaches the height of its intent on the East w.11 

(Fig 168) where the t\\'o hundred an<l more \,restlers are shown ,n 1uxtaposit1on to the m1l1tuy 
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n I n f tter!. ,t 8cm Haun an! 

e 11:1,e be<'n dis uued 111 10 4 

s relc- a t other than t sho,-s an mc1dent 

cf s•Jff1 ert 1mpor:al"I et be m ' ed in tie I mb T~ t\rnl "or possibly bean! at a premium, 

there ts no text a mp n)1•;g the picture We do ~now that the kings of the 11th a11d 12th 

<l) nasttes fou,ght to defend borden and to recbun Nub1Jn ou1po1ts (Aldz-ed 1937 129-130) and 

uslstanc.e to\\ arm either operation would be cons de red of great merit 

This particular murJI Is comp:etely apart from the "sustenance" tomb murals of the Old 

Kingdom It can onlv be a~c.-ptable en the grounds of exh1b111ng an occurrence or s,1uat1on m 

wluch the tomb owner \\'as m some way tn,oh·ed and ,,h,ch he accounts to his merit It 1s not 

)et b1ograpf,y because 1t does not define time, place or part1c,pants, but 1t 1s almost there It 1s 

undoubt.-dly b1ograph1calf~ orientated 1c0nogrophv 

The son of Baqt Ill, Khet1 of tomb 1 'i, also a Great Chief, m:roduccs the title •>f Captain 

(10 5 2) Hrs tt-mb, howe,er 1s on!) a poor 1m•t~t1on of ht~ father's A ~rsonal 1d1osyncrasy, 

may be the rather suang .. h1erc:-glvplu on the North "~II (hi; I ii) among which 1s the ep1th.-t 

"ma:,~t thou loH'. IT' !Irons oi groups cf \\Omen, \\h1ch brings to mind the Cl /\feir tomb m 

"h1ch "omen figured so prommentlv 

The East wall ,, h1ch one m,gln ha, e usoc1Med "1th baogrnpluc~I desrnpt1on ( 1-'ig I i8), as 

pdtently copied from t.>mb 15 Ne,ertheless, in v1e\\ of the fatt rh,lt Khrty as a cnrt~an of the 

ho,t "an e,ery d1fficuit p;..,e· \\h1ch sounru fairly leg,tanute, at would suggest that a nulatary 

troop ex1steJ and that a certain amount of m1l1tary sen1te had been rendered The ,,ork in this 

tomb being crude, at m•y \\·ell 1'e that the artist was only capable of producing sud, a scene by 

copying 11 Ho,, e-er, 1f 1t mcr.-1)· ·nd,cates the pteu•nce 1n Beni Hasan of the troop of soldiers 

and their cmplovrne~t nt some st.,g..- cf Khety s care<"r, copying the earlier mural" oulJ not h~ve 

been at all unto,, ard ,\!though 1t ,s net a newly mtroducl'd motif, as ,t 1s in tomb 15, 11 

conforms to the category of a stHement ef ;-er1onal \\'Orth or ment, particularly since the 

m1l1tary rnle !mks Khety to tl1e sold,er~ It 1s not ,uff1ciently defined to be categorised 

biography 

In d1scuss1nf! th,. South, or offenng wall (/'11: / ~OJ, 1t ,,as pointed out that vanous epithets such 

as •belo,ed of Im to\\ nsmen, fa,oured oi lu! country•people: are included 111 thl' !1st of titles 

lido" the inezc: Thar thl'v M<" so includ<'.'d and ar.- not presented H ocld t.:,ts, woul-i suggc•t 

that tlm form of sel:-approb.111.:,n "ns becoming or had b..-com<" acceptect as a part of the 

af:111nauon myth It 1s s,m1lar to the st,\tement by Tehut1-h.-1ep of tomb 2 el•Bl'rsha that he hdd 

µ!..-.,std the pop11li, <' { 15 5) 

33G 

Stellenbosch University https://scholar.sun.ac.za



15 6 2 12TH DYNASlY TOMBS OF BEN! HASAN 

1S 6 Z(a) lHE THTUAL BIOGRAPHIES 

\\'1th tomb ,4 at Bern H~s.111, , . ., ha,e tLe begmnmg of the te,tual b1ograph1es ,vh1ch are a 

~ rornmenc p.1rt ..ii the5e 12th d} nasty tor nbs confirming their dates 

TI1e prt!'IOusly d1scmsed 11th dynasty tombs have g,· en no indicatnn as to the appointment of 

th• tomb o"ners as Chref or Great Ch,ef The whole s1tuat1on of local overlords must at one 

t1111e ha,e de"eloped from a tribal s1tuat1cn, which although long lost, possibly left a trad1tior of 

a series ..if families "hose forefathers had inhabited the same piece of land alongside th.? Nile for 

a cons1der,hle time If the records in the tomb of Ukh-hotp B4 Meir (Fig 213) are only 

reasonably accurate, one can assume that m that area there had been a 1 , ng line of acknowledged 

local rulers 

Tht> 8J9u of Ben, H~san pro.-ide no msight into their standing or appointment and possibly m 

tht> turbule,u pt>riod at the end of the Old Kingdom and ,, ell mto the 11th dynasty, Beni Hasan 

rnay ha,e ,e.-n ., succes•1on c,f go,·emors of indeterminate ancestry and dubious claim to their 

titles Even the third Baqt (tomb 1 :i) shows no family relationshrp to the other two
5 

and it i5 

only 1, ,th the appomtn,ent of Khnemhotep I. of tomb 14 that we have confirmation of a royal 

appointment and a record of the \t,1b1lis~!1on of a terntory m disarray after the ra,ages of c1v1I 

:\lthoui;h the sul;,Ject of this dissertation ,s iconography, 1t ,s not possible to ignore che 

b1c,graph1c,,I ms=npt1ons m the Sen, Hasan tombs, and paramount from the penod of 

Amenemhet I, who appointed Khnemhotep as Great Chief of the Ory)( nome, pride of such 

appointment takes precedence, alongside conf1rmatton of famil>• right of mhentance. Originally 

Khnt>mhotep I wn appointed the ~Lt-prince of 11.lenat Kh11fu for sci-vices rendered to the king. 

His names appear m th!! mu~I f.uh1on ,,..th the names ot Amenemhet enclosed in cartouches 

Unlt~e the tomb, at t-.teir, 111 Be111 Hasan the tombs do not contain the names of the tomb 

owners m c.1rtouchcs 

At ,1 tim<" "hen tombs such ~s th,11 of Senb1 Bl a, t-.le,r could boast the very fine Cusae art and 

include /1,11/wr ceremonies (hg 183) Newberry found the pamtmgs m tomb 14 boldly drawn, 

and remm,scent of the work 1n tomb 15 There 1s nothing 1, hatever similar to the all pervading 

Il.11/ror worship of the 1'le1r tombs yet from the tombs such as 15, the Beni Hasan overlords 

m1ro<l11n•d pr~ct1c,1l rn,htJry murJls and Khnemhc-tep I was no exception. Fragmenrary as they 

are, the scenes of f1ght1ng men ,rnd for..-1gners (Fig 189) have survived to proJect a world 

complt-td, outrn! .. th<' <'""' ent1011al ofi<"rmg, agricultural wd ,, orkshop murals of the Old 

Kmgdom \\'ht!..- tht,\ 1111\ n\lt ha, e th..- ,1rt1st1C integrity ,.,f Cusae art, the detailed and 

111formatl\e drawing~ of B<:ru Ha~.rn pr(l1c,ct a \lt~l11v, sh.ired by Cus.1t>, that leaves little doubt 

th~t one 1\ ,,,.,, mg ,,.11.w The Egvpt1.ms wer~ not alone in the ancient world m bemg 
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h1•toncal ~ u ., ,art' Tht' r creatt,e talent was d,re,ted tO\\'a1 
1 •.he pr,.sent and the future The 

pl t rna; h.,,c bet'n rec.,rded f: r .. ,.11nple or sulm1tut1011,1l purpo• . .-s but not to provide histom:al 

r-:cord$ The cenainty 1s 1h 11 th •r m11r.1k whether stereot;pcd or 1m·ent1,·e, were there to 

prc>Jeet a relevant message pcr:a111,ng to th!'11 own co11tt'mpor;iry society The small excerpt 

irom L mb I ·1 (F,g I SO) m.,y 1, di represt"nt the oc(~;,e,n on which Khnernhotep rendered 

\ernce to th<:' k,ng \I/.- cannot confirm this, but we can be sure that (a) ,t was relevant to 

Khnemhotep or 1t would not have been included, and (b) th.-re is no possible way m which this 

scene can be ;nsoc,ated "1th mstenanc.- m the her.-afu,r, nor can 1t possibly reflect an ,d.-alis.-d 

future Just as the textual b1ograph1cal mscriptton records Khnemhotep's r.-lat1on;hip with the 

lung as ;i declaration of status, ,t \\·ould not b.- unreuonable to assign th\s to the samt" cat.-gory 

So much mformat1on has be.-n loit c!ue to the poor sute of this tomb that on.- cannot say more 

than tha: 1t has all the md1cat1ons of being iconography bordenng on b,ogrnph,cal nMratiOn 

15.6.2(b) THE GREAT CHIEFS OF BENI HASAN 

Many of the nobles at M.-ir bore a name associated with Hmhor At d-Bersha, th~ owner of 

tomb 2 bore a ,·arimon of the name of th.- god Thorli, and at Ben, Hasan Khnemhotep and his 

grandfach.-r bore the name of the god Khnmn The kings of the 12th dynasty favoured the god 

Au11111 an old southern god, and incorporated h1s name in theirs. Th.- O\\'ner of tomb 2 at Beni 

Hasan, Amer,emhat , 1, ~s th.- only one of the B.-111 Hasan nobles to bear th.- same name as that of 

the eMly 1 Zth dynasty kings, Ame1•emhet I and 11. 

\\'e do not know the direct succemon to the title of Great Chi.-f after the grandfather of 

Khnemhotep II That family does not seem to have earned a title beyond the ~a-prince of 

t-.t .. nat Khufu Amenemhat, who has no ancestral line, ancl proclaims no h,stoncal connection to 

Ben, Hasan, appe.irs to have bee:l essentially • m1l1tary leader, royally appoi11ted Although he 

nam.-s th.- 1-.ing. and appears to set great ,.1lue upon his royal appointment, h.- does not include 

the king's n,1rne m a cartc.uche but 1\e1rher does he use ~ canouch~ for himself a$ did some of 

the Meir overlords 

Details of the tomb (2) and mscriptions have be.-n gwen in 12 1-12 3 4 His was probably the 

mo~t magn,ftcent tomb .1t Be111 Hasan His attnLutcs were many, he claimed to be literate, he 

usurped to himself royal attributes and dstmg and there can b.- little doubt that he proiected 

himself as the most po\\'erful of all tht Beni Hasan nobles, hls desire for "worth" b.-1ng 

par~mount (13 3 3(d)) He recountS the vanous ei.ped,t1ons tn which ht' part1c1pated, and 

leaves l1•tle doubt as 10 the impression his tomb was meant to create. The wr.-stlmg and military 

scenes surround11,g the door to the shnne ,nth the Abydos and Busms journeys at the bottom of 

the ti\ o murals, 1, entire!, m keeping 111th the supposition that the milituy operations for the 

king ,,·ere or the utmost 1mp,1rtance, ar ::I the funeral 1ourneys at the bottom would be th.- final 

accolad.: of merit Sold,ers appear ,11 anend.1nc.- behmd his f1gurt' 011 the North wall (Fig 204). 
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re: r nt hu I g hut probably cmph,mc:s the rn,htar)' upect of 

The rnura s sho" tha., tn ,p te of their n•t1,ork which v.1rte\ from excdlent to fairly crude-, they 

posse,n none ot II e beauty or exuberance 0f the Cush<' art The 1mpress1on ,s of an artist 

\\orking from the trad1tton of the t0\31 school. producing conventional murals The wrestling 

an<l fighting scene: ts bc:commg a se: piece by this time, although, 1n view of Amenemhat's 

act1\llies 11 cannct be denied that thts 1s b1ograph1cally bned The cxped1t1ons are not 

reproduced. but their textual record1r,g Is p.:,s1t1ve An arttst III the conventional tr1d1t1on would 

probably not h~,e been equipped to -ugment the 1conogr1phy ,nth texts In spite of this, the 

overpohenng sense of ac'hte,c:rnent and power comes acro~s very strong!), although it does not 

elicit the same response as does the tra'lsport of the colossus of tomb 2 c:1-Bcnha (fig lJ4) 

Perh.ips tlus IS due to the fact that while Amenemhat's power IS procla1med and could be largely 

hyperbolical, the colossus 1s v1s1!:>le and positive There 1s no seme of Amenemhat bc:11111 a carma 

local lord Hts care 1s that he hu d~ne all things ,cry" ell mdeed Not necessarily I usurper, 

since he claims to ha,e been appointed, he had lntle con1runct1on •n raising "every valiant man 

of the Or) x nome" to •tcomp~n} him on his e,1~d1t1ons and, assuming that he did underuke 

these himself, one 15 left "ondermg ho\\ 1, ell he adm11mtered the d1unct and the areas of the 

cutern desert for,, h1ch he" as r<'Sponsible Off1c1als represented m the tomb 1nd1cate a large 

admmistra111e staff The chut15ement motifs" h1ch 1ppeu in tomb 15 Bens HJun (Fig I 66J), 

ha\e a counterpart here" hen 1-\mene111hat says that "thf're \\ ere no arrean to me 111 any of his 

(the king's) off1Ces· ( 13 3 3(d)) 

There is no record of his son h~,·1111 succeeded lum, nor of the installation of a Great Chief after 

hts term of office Perhllp. tht' monarch C'om1dered m1l1urv 1b1l1t1es and a penchant for r11S1ng 

large numbt-rs of men "ere undesirahl,• Attributes 

Tim •omb does no; focus on dny pMt1culAr b1ogr~ph1c~I 111c1dent for ,conograph1c mtcrpretatton 

Ame11emh,1t's personal ad,.•ncement under the king. •he presence (111 the mural) of military 

personnel •nd his ,·u1ous t'\rt'd1t101a, ad,-quateh· recordt'd 111 te, t, call for no other 

conf1rm.Hor>· 1concgrarlw Ho\\ t'\ er, the tomb as a "hole more than confirms the de,dopmt'nt 

and acceptance of the m) th of personlll respons1b1lity 

151 .• (cl KH"-lfMHOTEP II 

\Vnh tht" aµpomtme t 01 "hne111hotep ,s ~.,,prince of ~lenat "hufu, the Ory, nome was onct' 

again go, erned hr .:,ne .. t a loc.,l rrmces His tomb ra11l.s alongs1dt" tlut of Amenemhat (tomb 

2) of Beni Ha an ,nci 1.-! 11t1•hetep (tomb :!) of el-Bersha, ha\ing ,,n 1mpow1g t\\ o•colunmed 

port,co •n I a four lumn d Inner chamber His nam.-s gr.,ui tht" forml'r and his 1utob1cgraplw, 

·he dJdo cl the l.a:ter Unlil-.e A111e11emhat ht' can record some of his u1eestors and Im intention 

in domg sob clear In 1 "~xt~nded b1ogr ,plw , his grandfather, Klrnernhotep I of tomb l-1, he 
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t ,r1 t t Fnn t' m t r ugh h1\ motht' , Khnt>mhotep's wught,:r He 1s 

c, 11 t t I rn in rdat on t h s O\\ n s: nus StnCt' h!S father never 

f Khnt>r: I tcp h11n t> f d d not ach,c,e th,; higher tttle t'tther, 

ai.d r c" I l,. e ut1,e indeed not 1.:, be kcenl> ~\\are of the unc.ierlv11111 te1,<1011 1n th,s 

tomb,,, here us O\\ er fiercely proud uf his lt'g ltllllltc hentngc, ts um 111g to proiect th1' in sp1tt' 

of lllS f,rmly s apparent demotion There " no suggernon that he sought to usurp royal 

prero atj,cs He inserts the' lngs' names III cartoucht's, .and makes no attempt to d·,1c according 

to lus O\\ n term of 0fftce as d,d his pre lcccuor tn tomb 2 He 1s at c-,1cc proud of hts 

prtmo1enltur,;: and ~ .... nfy a\,are of h,s ro~al 1ppoint11wnu, e,en although the rnonarch f.,lcd to 

ms•all him or h,, elde t ~on in the po1111on "h1ch he und¢ubtedly tho1•ght should have been his 

At ~•cir III tomb 84, U, h,hotp "hose tomb Is of roughly the ume P"nod as Khnemhotep II, 

and \, hose secumy of tc-~ ure as one of a long !ant' of grl'Jt princes of Cusae appcau to be 

\\lthout q11est1on, a'so n1 fit to declare h,s lcg111rr11cy by mi-ans yf an unprt'ccdentcd 

gene 1(/ 1cal mur, (' ,,: 21 J) 

It 1s d.ff\c-ult to befa.,,i- that ti s 11 en11rd "cc-mwi.-n c It could h.i,·e been no secret that the 

km ,, u tendmg to reduce tie po" er cf tl-.e nobles In tomb 2 Ben, Hasan, Arr.en..-mhat in his 

attnbut.-s •!X'•ks f fon., ard rig (tr~, lien) up or do" n 1he river" ( 12 3 3) The po1cn111I 

danger of obs1ruct1on b) o e oi tlvu O\crlorn. annc-t l,a,e escaped the mon•rclw from the 

I hh dynnty, the nc1, ly esubl,s,1ed monMchy had made use of any ava1hblt' troops both for 

border dcf..-nce and rcclama11on of Nubian trade routes This "ou'd 1ve served to weaken the 

local potential poi, er of the nobles ind at would be undtrHand.lble thdt the monarchy, once 1,ell 

esublashed, would c!11co11rage the rebu1ld,ng of such po\H'f 

It as n-> surpr-,e therefore to lind th.u 111 Khnemhot..-p I l's tomb there 11 no \, reulcn/milatary 

mur~l Tl,is IS m great con1r,st t.;l tomb 2 Bent Has.in 1, here th'.! pro,m->n -,f trooJ')' for the 

mona,.11 1s rtcordecl in te~t and 11111,tary attcndanu appear as Amenhemhet's retinue 

Consp,cuous III tornb 3 IS the:- ,onct"rn of Khnemhotep for :,is family His two ,,·aves uc 

rcpr<:Sl!nt.-d, the first wife h.w11,11 h<'r own offering tablt' T chJt is frequently drp,cted as ue her 

sons L,udatorv a1tribut~ and ro\'~I .,ppomtments of lus soM are rccord..-d In none of the 

o:hcr tombs undl'! re, 1e\\ h~, e such det.,ils b.-,:n included, a11d one c.rn sc:-e that Khnemhotcp as 

endca1oun11g 10 111,1,r,ta111 not 0111\ Im cm n, but 11,e st,,tus of h11 sons 

The prac11ce of cduc-at111g noble, sons ,u1h 1he roval children <foes not neces•a11ly ,mplv a ""Y 
dos,: relat1onsh1p \\Ith the king It tended to take them a" a) from heme, they could be trained 

to st-11e III an adm111ostrat11e capac,tv and I><! s•,allv,,.-d up III the roy,,l adm1111strat1on, n<gatmg 

the ncecl to arpo11,t th,.m to tlwir father~ pos1:1011s Tl11s as "h,11 ~ppcars to have harpent"d in 

the case of Kh1 .. •mho1ep°\ som That t\\ oat 1.-ut ".-re g11l!11 royal c<imnmsiom 1s re,ord.-d bt:t 

they ne,er, so far as ,,e kno", ad11ev.-d thc-•r fathc:-r's status The tomb (4) of his son 

., . . ~ 
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~- n h tt•p M 1 1 th I f h s ~,th r b.irdv prosrcssed be, ond the porttco "11h the name and 

b rth r<'C rded bcf re th w.i•k came t 1111 end 

11'.hnemhotep II ,, hethcr m1c1 uonall v r not, \\Ould seem to ha"e followed the example of 

Amcncmhat ot tomb 2, by including in h,s tomb, a large numl.,cr of his adrn1rmtra11ve staff, 

at1cndJ11tl and servants th<' maiortty of "horn ,re noted bv occupation and named In 

13 3 3(c) lir1es 1-13 of the grcdt mscnrt1on, Khnemhotep mair.es paruculu reference to these 

omc1als having l.,ccn chosr~ and cle,ated to their pos1ttons by h,msel~ Docs this reflect a return 

to local adm,nlstrators after a possible s1tuat1on where Amenemhat introduced hi, own 1l1en 

staff when he took up his appointment of Great Chief.' Tnis 1s pure speculation but 1t would 

make sense of Khnemhotep's insistence on 1ncluclmg all his folio" ers and tl,e (('lm!Tltnt that he 

had chosen them 

Khncmhotep II si,arecl no eft.:,ru m the preparation of his tomb, but doubtleH l.,ccausc of the 

length of time su.h a scp-Jlchre \\Ould ha.c taken to ccmplctc, the artistry vancs and the textual 

work ,s m some parts f11rly crude Khn,.mhot<"p himself 1s sho1,n part1c1patmg in the fishing an-:i 

hunting scenes, but " not pro1cctcd as • leader of expcd,tt . .ms m the company of miht■ry 

pcrsonnd (tomb 2), or as thc ~letr 01erlorru, priests In /1.,rhor's ceremonies 

The ,:oddcs, I aH1: Is recogn11ed as a goddess "orsh1pped H Bent H~san but not to the extent 

that / /,11ho, "as ,enerated at Cusae, and no ceremonv associated "1th lirr i, depicted 111 the 

tomb 

Ho\\e,·er, the mclus1on of m1t1iicl1 figures, and worship of a desert goddess suuests a fairly 

prim,tl\C rcl1g,.us trend 

l\lodcls and fertility fii'Jres (/ 1g //SJ and the nalllr, of the coffin texts included m tombs of the 

period su8llest a simple crudity wh1;h negates the assumption of highly del'eloped thec.log1cal 

co:1cepu, m spite of the elaborately decorated tombs of the nobles Tomb 1rt had del'ek ped 111 • 

reuonably s,:iph1st1cated n>~nner, e, en 1f the work was at 111nes crudely exccutecl, ind th~ 

theological 1mplicat1cns of the motifs, ha,e ttnded to foster the supposition that the tomb 

, wne's themsel\'eS "ere theolog1call\ adnnced Howel'er, 1.-ith htcracy at a premium, • 

priesthood conc.-rned l\lth r"l1g1ous ritu.,I as ~ profession, and a \\Ide range of de1t1cs I\ hose 

functions had. with :1m" de,elopcd a ,ar,ety of mterpretat10M, there 11 no reason to suppose 

th,lt the ancient Egvpt1,1n 1, as Ill an,• 1, .w theolog1nlll' m.nure Respome to the god-image, the 

m1tli of etern,I I fe thrcugh 0,11i., ~ml the priestly orientued con,enuons of burial, 1,erc 

und ubtedly understood ~nd applied. but on ~ f.mlv simple le,el Tomb mur,1ls m the Old 

Kingdom expressed 1n 1 de,elop,ng form.,, r11e,1ns of 3101d,ng perm.,nent death by the pro1is10n 

of smt.-nan,e In the here~fter In compliance 1, Ith the ~numed beliefs of the people, thesf' 
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murals ¼,:re tra•1\l.1,d into a fo( n,1 mode I express1,m wh,ch ncg.,ted almost entirely any 

person,,! 1dcn11flcni n 

In the e,,rl) :--1,t.il!e K,ngd 111 tomb I nor to the 10ml Jscend.rncy of the morwchy, "e arc 

p11,,le11ed to glm11 ,. 101.~r:th11,g ,nf th,: rcrso11ali11e.s of the tomb o,,·ncrs In response to the 

myth of affirm,n1-in of ,vorth, and when te,ts failed, they turned to iconography The 

co!W<"f1t1onal m1Jnls of the Old K,ngclom ,,·ere gr,1dually adapted to proiect the myth, to accord 

with the contemporary s1tuat1on m ,, h,ch the great nobles of Egypt faced the d1minut1on of their 

pow,•rs and their titles \Vhen convent1onal murals were inadequate, we fmd the gradual 

introduction ,.,f murah of person.,! merit, outside the trad1t1onal frame. 

Each, 1t would seern, introduced that focct of h,s own personality and/or life experience which 

he considered to be the most 1mport,>l\t or mcntonous In 1'le1r, "here the l futh"r cult appears 

to ha,·e been the foc~I point of CusH·, the / farlwr ceremonies are introduced but .-ven these ere 

not Identical ,ind are p"rsonal,sed by v,,ri,1t1on 111 the scene> 0f part1c1pat1on by the tomb 0wner 

In th..- t-arly tombs of Ben, Hasan, the movement t0wards positive biography ",is not yet 

complete but there I\ little doubt that tile mdusion of ,,·restlmg and military scenes were as near 

JS they were .ablt! to come to rt'~ord1ng the p.trtic1p,,t1on ,,f such nobles 111 the struggle for, and 

mairHenJncc of po" er bv the new monMchs Details ,, e do not ha\'e, but smce they renect so 

kecnlv the act1V1t1es of tht- period "·e cannot deny the l.irge measure of authenticity the murals 

cury 

In el-Ber~ha, although 1t hu only been pos.ible to discuss one tomb, tl,e overwhelmmg mur,1 of 

the transport of the colonus, lca"es little doubt u to the importance Tehuti-hetep placed upon, 

not "nly the transpcrt, but thc erection of the natue itself 

/\meneml-at of Be111 Hasar, ,, ho m,u11t,,111ed he was able to re.id eMured th3t none of his 

attribut..:, \\'ould escape full te,tunl Jcknowledgement He 111dudes the military mur,11 theme 

without specif'icat1on but ~c,ords 1t the prune site at the entrance to the shnne He appears to 

be the outsider H.- sh.,ws no prC\IOUS ,ff1111ty or connections to Be111 Hasnn and assummg this 

to be a royal appo11nrnent for sernces rendered and/or yet to be rendered, the need for sclf­

presentat1on such as was felt by the local lords 1s not so pert111e11t The fact that he goes to such 

lengths to textually proda1m his attributes, ho,,·e,·er, confirms th~t by 1h,s time, even the favour 

of the monJrch no lllnger ;epl,1ees the myth of personal responsib,hty Khnemhotep conveyed 

Im ~'-.ilted pos1t1on so well that he 1s, by reason of Im tomb (there are no other records), a very 

gre,,t and ,mponant noble mdeed He probably was, altho11gh he"'•" never granted the privilege 

of tho: Grc.H Chief title Ho" ever, 1f one strips ~way the m~gnif,cence of the tomb itself, and 

cnden ours to re.id bet" een the lines of hyperbolic te\t, Khnemhotep is probably one of the 

saddest c,1r1,11m to Ii., 1·, left Im s1gnatme 011 Ber11 H.,~.,n 
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al , d ,o 1al nd1t1 ns of the period one must recogr,1se 

Jr h t ttn es "ere far from ideal Ever~ thmi; poirts to the 

•utcd ,, h e the lu,red,tary nobles" t>rc bcmg deprived 

~lc,r r rinct-s nnd the princes of th~ Hare nom<" 

,,o 1ld have bee I extraordmarv indeed had they not been a,,.ue of the ":nrl~ steadily blowing 

from the Delta "here the ne" king, had settled at lu" y, not fa frorn Memphis The winds 

always lud blo\\n from the Ddt,1 Usua1ly thev ,,ere a blessing Now they were not only 

blowmg tl-:c ships but blo,vmg away the powers of the trad1t1on1I provincial goHrnors as well 

At that st,,g.- the nobles could not have foresren that thr1r destruction would be accomplished 

E.ach 1~ presenting himself in as po"erful and favourable light as possible We would be asking 

the 1mpoS51blr to suppose that the I {,11hor bleH111gs, and the erection of a colossus, would not 

have repr~ented a measure of pmlc and sclf-aggrmd1sement, intended to show the greatness of 

the man not only to O,iri, but to those "ho would enter the tombs to participate 1n the 

ceremonies ~Ion of the nobles specify the fesrnals that are- to be celebrated in the tom►Js, 

Khnemhotep 1s 110 exception 

lm1 ercep11bly the uereot>11ed icleahsed murals arc making room for actuality murals. the 

person~! extras \\ luch thl\Sc great men "1sh to proclaim t-h} be they are o, er-e,tendcd 

Perha~ the colossus wu not so IMge, although that 1s unlikely, mAybe there were fewer men 

employed 1~rhap, Amcncmhat nc,.:r cl1d ra,se JI! those men fc,r his e,ped1t1ons ,nd certainly it 

is 11nposs1b!e that he \\Ould ha,e broui;ht all of them back mta.:t But the basic b1011raph1c ceore 1s 

th<re 

Sen1 Has.,n docs not couve)' the 1mprcss1011 that the Orrx nome was quite so important as iU 

neighbours The title of Great Chief appears to have been clropped at Bem Hasan while 1t still 

pertained at el-Bersha ,nd pornbly ~le1r Each of the Great Chiefs of the latter were able to 

display their importance an no uncertain terms 

Khnemhotcp \\"H on!\· able to md11dc the \'IS1t of some fore,gners by royal decree, as the 

highlight he ",shed to n:cord for posten:, (hi:, 225-227), because m the face of all the 

Jttributes ,nd ~ssert1om that the monarch had appu1nted his sons and great preferment had 

been accord,·d h,s f.111,lv he rece1, ed, "1th the foreigners a con11m,n1cation from his king' (fig 

220) 

One 1s rcmmdc-d of the fo111011s letter of the ch1!cl Pepi II "ho wrote to the explorer trader, 

Harkhuf (c2350) 111 response to a lettc• ,, ntten b)' the lattN, reporting that he had acquired a 

dancing 1,'18111)' The exubenmt letter fr.;:om the king,, 1th 111struct1ons for the safc delivery of the 

p1g11,~· (~lurra, 1951 1 19), ,,·,u so important to Harkh11f tl1at he h.,d 11 engra,ed in his tomb 

at A\\, ,n One " ,1lso re1n:11dcd of the lore11(11ers included 111 the 11111,ta•y scene 111 the tomb of 

Khn,.rnho1,•p's rnndfather (1-1) at Be111 H.nan (f',i: JSOJ 
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Both clcri ,mt 

texu ha,e been 

Jr mt rnb 3 the 1 \; mrnumc:n 11 ~nd the ~rrl\al of the forergn .. rs The 

a p •t of th· b,cgraphv in Harkhufs tomb, the other in 1u delivered 

hieratic i rm m th Khn mhotep mur I Ir the 1concbr~ph1c present.1t1om, attention has been 

g ,en to the I re .-n dc·a1l •uch as clo:hes h:itrstyles, and ,ario•is otl,er elemer,ts p,oclaurnng 

their non•Egypuan orrgm 

Khn.-mhotcp has mcluded the lnc1den~ on the ,,rll on which he 1s sho\\ n part,c,patmg in the 

hunt and Vh::Wmg the an,111.11 lnabandry 011 the estate In the !ewer registers the animals arc 

sho" n m thouunru If one considers the pract,calrty of thousands of beuts kept on the narrow 

inuncb11on-reliant fertile stnp1o along the Nile, one can only conclude that orag,nally such 

pictures ong!llated from the Delta area, prob~bly Memphis, where large herds would have been 

poss1bl.- The accent on an o, e• abundance, would accord 1-.th duties performed well, and the 

special m,mon from the monarch \\ould confirm th.., status of Khnemhotep 

\\'hilc the Mmal of the royal m1H1on and the animal husb~ndr)' m,ght at first seem to be 

incongruous appearing u the) do m tht- same mural, 1f one accepts the re~son for this part1cu!ar 

\\all, the 1fflrmat1on of men•, then they a11tomat1olly become compatible On th,s prem,se the 

inclusion cf actual b,ographv ts th.- final developmt-nt 1n the presentation of the personal 

accolade 

iS.7 ULTIM,\1 E CONCLUSION 

Eu ptran tomb n urals on the ,, hole represent "1deal11cd .irt Ne,crtheleH, from the 

rntroduct1011 of the marsh murals, \\'C recognise that the- contents 111 themsdve, are realistic. 

Unfortun.nely, the 01 er all conformity 111 the- tombs tends to conceal 111n,,-at1ons and gradual 

changes,, h,ch are not always readily ob11011s It ,s understandable th•t \\'1th such • plethora of 

con-..nt1on,I tomb murals the fe\\ non-conformist murals encounte ~~ in the l'uly Middle 

K,ngdom ro,k tombs should b<- "ntten off as tl•e odd 1d1os,ncr.sy ' 1h the exccptton of the 

colonus "l11ch speaks for itself, the 1nt1us1on of personal1st-d motifs, 1ten incorporated 1n 

conventional murals as the forc,gners III the North wall of tomb 3 Bcn1 H · •n, would scarcely 

seem to \\Mr,11111m~-,rtwce In fact 1t rs proposed that tht-se 111ur.,ls :re the r(. •I• oi a gradually 

de1elop111g trend tO\\Mds person.1l 1..:onc-graph1cc biography 111 the tomb• f 111.- •n.:,d Had they 

been al!o\\ ed to continue the, might ha, e bcc,n an 111\ aluahle sour,e of h, 1 b..ckground to 

that period 

The unrestnned 111troduct1on of pcrsC'nal 111c1dc11ts m the l,1es of tomb O\\ ner. 1• c rid, 1n um~. 

hal'c weakcned the hold of thc rn.-sti, on h11nal ,on,cnt,ons In the New K11,gdom •• .. • priests 

tntroduced into tho burial pro,e.ss, '"~" concepts of the ,1fter-l1fe, "l.1,h we find reflect<: •n the 

t mb murnls and coft111 t('ll.ts P('rson.,1 re.spo11s161l1t) ac 1urred n 11c1, nwth The translat1, 1 of 

m,1.,1 the ~oncei-;t, to ,nu.II the pcrso111f1• 1t1on, lll,hle \'1s1blc as., d111111t~ f,gure, a,ccntu .. ted the 

r.:1~rmb1lity for 1-.cepmi; the equ1l,br1u'11 of the E&H't .,11 un11 crse The-re 1s no mon 

-
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req11ireml'nt 1l "r'erely to <'ns '"~ th.it n,, d1Hupl1on of life occurs ,\f..w1 was then introduced 

1nlo nu111ll<.!rs of after•l1fe s1lu,1l1om G;aJu~II, the respons1bil1ty for ,n,,,.,, overshadows status 111 

obt,11nmg entry to the ne, l "orld, and 1t \ ,,g.1111st the feather of'"""' that the human heart rs 

fmall~ "e,ghed 1 lie murals and coffm texts mcorporat111g pictures of the Judgement of the 

d«:".id, and fcarsuml:' dangers to be met and over~ome 111 the netherworld itself, negated the 

releva,Jcf' of 1,onoeraph1c biograph)' whose original intentions were not now of primary 

importance 

The profitable mass p•oduct1on of spells, e,tended and enlarged the distance between the h·.-ing 

.ind the dead. Thr M,d<lle Kingdom tomb did not accentudte this There, the deceased passes 

from one realm to the other, one's deeds on earth 1ust1fy111g admittance to the nether world, 

wh,le still m sp1rituJI c,,nlJU "1th th,: 11\mg. The extension a11d de,elopment of the magical 

spell, 111 add,twn to f1ll1ng th~ coffers of the priests, transported the deceased into an unreal and 

alien world, I\ here d~nger· 1f the correct spells were not fort he om mg, were overwhelming" 

The M,ddll" Kingdom, ,, ,ti, all ,ts turbulence, and for all its crudtty, comprised a much len 

apprehenm·f' so, 1ety Ill the matter of 11$ after-life e-.:pectat1ons, 111 comparison with the later 

morbid, and trrnfy1ng concepts of the trials and tnbulat1ons of eternity, encouraged by the 

priestly h,erar~hy 

The Middle Kingdom scribes, ,n the unml11b1ted recording of thou11hts and feelings of the Middle 

Kingdom bring m for the first, and perhap, only time, into the presence of people we feel we 

can comprehend They shar~ our <'mot1l'm and, tn man)' cases, our react,om The few early 

I :2th dynasty tombs of" luch !ntact murals remain, also, in their efforts to confirm the worth of 

their o,, ners, inad,er tently opened to us some personal doors. The Ben[ Hasan complex 

exemplifies the movement to\\ards, and culmination of biography in iconographic form, 

mtroduced ,nto the tombs of the nobles of Beni Has~n, Me,r and el-Bersha, during the early part 

of the I 2th dynasty of the Middle Kingdom. 

In assessmg this biography "e sttll see through a glass darkly, but what one can discern is 

maten~I which we can understand and to "h,ch "e can well relate. 

1 
I h" '"~);• ,1, 1h.11 ,·,lJl1 11111rJI hJd, ,•J,,•d ,ir \H·n· tt<J:.ing lu rq,n·"·m .111 Jnlll lj'IJl,•d hit• tn th,• lomb or 

m ., 1ir111IJr un m•nm, nt 1<• lhJt tn," rnlJy Ith· 
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'Th, Cn·31 ln'i< IIJ'I" n ( IJ-, J.) 

'llnd,,pm, nl, I th, ,l,rn ,h,l\,n tn ,\pp..·nd" 

~ [lJ4I I hJd ., wn llJ<Jl 11, h11l h" l"mh \\J> r.-•t ,11lf1ucnllv prn.<.•J'\cd tu '>arrJnl m, lu,ion 

• laulkn.-r (1993) ~'"' mJnv ,p..11, w,th lllk> su,h as ·spdl Lo hclum,· a g,10sc· (srll·II 95), •spell for 

,.,. apmg lr<1m th,·, Jl< h, r .. 1 li,h" (sp,·11 1 SJh), ·,pl·II for Ix-mg tr-Jnsformcd inlu 3 sn•kc" {spell 87) etc. in 

add1t1un l<1 m,n1 ,·n;ihlmg the d,·.:,·,,.._·,1 ln r,,,s through the variuu, g,tc, en ruu:c Lo th,· ctl'rnal heaven. 
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APPENDIX 

GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE PRJNCES 'JF CUSAE 
IN THE V1 DYNAS1Y AT MEIR 

Pt::rl\,K8 TIit r::...or_,r = Se.sh!.l'1ht. 

S'-.BEK :i··,r, =- Pe.:her oefort. 
(!'ii.ac.kh- I 

PCFIJ. • -
I ------------,1 

P1:.r1~~"-R nu )[ioDLE =-: H,1•f\•a~ Ptl'l\"i-«,11:;. Set ·nt. ?·Lia 

r _I 
S,~k I :r, 

I • · • •; (lJe:u •h• lllack) · 

r-1 ---.....,I_, 
~· Lnkt PL·p: J :X1-•okb Pepi 

(I, jl <L& Bloc<). (l,l•pi the ll.-J). 

GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE PRJNCES OF CUSAE 
IN THE XllTH DYNAS1Y AT MEIR 

'Gl,iihotp= . • ..• 

,-1 
-f,,:.t~o1 D Pt:r-hamut...meres - I . 

----
t:su'.rrorr = Thut.-~otp. 

I 

I 
l!lro = ...• 

1-- I I 
~[:-iltl lkNi ~ lil\H UOTP. I . 

• I u KIi HOTJ> = Tb1tt-l1t,~p 
(fbru1t t.-n1p I 1,1:,.u of " 

I l 
l'l,h hot~~ lf•n1 tbo \liodl• I (d~u o!l). 

I 

! 
!-:.,•h"k-t-:~~p. 

,---, 
l_lcm tht )lid ilc '\r.,r~i 

Arnec.e111'.11 t 1 I, I ,.:,~tt.i rn 
L'kh 1, .. :p) 

I 
I 

.\mco
0

l'm!t~: ,.ol.L S,·nlu 

---·--1 

' Thr n.'.ln,e, of no1u.ud1, .,r.- in C3p1LA.I lttV'rs 

l' ~11 IIOTr = ( h'.hnum hotp · I (:S-ul,k.u 
(Khnuin<dlt 

____ • _(X°Et'."e~it 

1 Perb.,,i,h:\ rwo1.a.r1.li .. 11rl t.hoc,wnt:r(•c,,pp. 10 01d 1l)vi A . .. ,u 11. , .\U.lu~lite.1'. 

(MEIR 1:13) 
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GENE. \LOGICAi. TA BLE OF IBE FAMILY OF TEHUTI-HETEP 
AT EL-BER.SHA 

i\,!# 'l 

fir~t. :bitf of \Uif! u~ ru,mt) 

I 

I 
I lfa-pr1n"1l ol~~~-y _k_/.,,._p_yn_ru.,.•d __ S._,_•--~b_•1per·lcl • 

tlLY of ~aert..en) 
I 

Tl nn.A.,~•t (o:mrti:l~ifJ.e ") I 
T«-h11u-h~v•v • = Tehui1h,:t11p = H..a.tborh!ttt, • 

(GP'al Chief ol jh_•_H_•_r._u_,_"'_•_> __ _JI 

I I 
Sbtmsu-rm.kbnu""!f t9,.t>rt1.~.J1.an\h Stbt!!ra 

I I I 
,. b 1• 0 ·• ~b k • Sa•-h--"e1tp • Two 'th•• da.,n'o••l'II ., • -ucu ,.,.~• •per- • , - n , ~ '"'< -

(EB 1·8) 

GFNF.ALOGICAL TABLE OF THE FAMILY OF KHNEMHOTEP l AND II 
AT BEN/ HASAN 

L I 

lfh1.1,;Jt,L,l,t1 [ 
OtuL Cltir,;.f "' tll4 n., .. ~t,.m)e, 

otlJ rrir'IC» o f )l,., •• t.1{1111(,1 
('l\1mb NJ l i) 

S.:•. ~:," 
All 1·,.,_.., l•llllUU 

S11L.1'-:•n~lt _ 
I __ I I 

.--------_1-, I 
Hd, ,l I D1u1l' N. h11111 1 

Gt..:.U. Chic1 ot lli• OtJC !i1,1me, l!1J .\.11 ~:rp.t !11 i11Ci.d 11111 lltllltoufll o 
Ptliht Gt McnJ~- I\ hu t·1 H u11t T11,~1u 

(T,mL No. ~I!) _______ I 

I 

J/:1,1 pw '"• ul th ■ fl,utl • 
J(ial•u.1• Ju~1l N ... m. • ._ 

1 l--,- ----' I 

I 
N,~!-i I 

II~"/ ,,1,11t.• ot t1,• 
J11t:'l.a. N..,111• 

I . 
IO,n"1,1lu,i1o11• II, 
n,11,,u,o ~, 
1.Jcu•l LC Lulu 

J{f,t.t1 . 
ff Wlh1' ~h ~.!) 

I_ 
Kl,11tmh- ii , lf 1.{.j t • 

l'unu ot !ifon:l lthulu I 
(T•m~ No )) 

__ I '--I -~-

-1-r - , 
U,,,ll• Tl1v,1l• M .. r,n• t!t11huiJol1111 (V. 

('! 1J111l No I) 

(BH 11:14) 
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EX:URSUS I CHOI~~ 01 ~ ·.,..J~ 

nth cfu er t ti e nu,n obJecu, e ,, o k.-f' to the fore, j;, 

f, m1 hi I ,mh l d,m,:wi: IU ,, / "'' 1.J.11 ,, .. ,al cla S "' <I 

, 111 '" m rh ht.r 11 ,I n I ,./,g, "' lt'nWflmt'l1I { Annt'IJI / 1,."Vflr In latt, the to<1ct" I 

dcrau n, h1 toncal per! d and rd, 1ous cons1dcrat1ons, might "'di have ken phc~I first, 

sin c the combined interaction of these is t it pr opo,ed <lir~tl\· respoM1ble for the appearance 

f the icon raph,c biogr phy 111 the tom!» 

In comp rison "th the numbcn of Old ~nd Ne,, KingJom ton,!)$ "Inch IL~,c b-!cn excavated 

the tombs o the noble\ r the 11th .and I .,ti- dyn ,mes a,e rcl.i• , .:ly fe" m nun.lX"r, and in the 

num b: dh cl, llll c.-d C\"ffl n ti ,,1 on,i<lc:red qsable l><•u n" in m·,•d the iluchutlng 

fonunes or the , an :J~ comm 1111t1• ~ o,er the l.1 lt' are.1 from As" ~n t<> the 0t"lta during the 

anuchlc per,od and beyond to cnde.1,our to include onh· 1hc,e gr,"1ps "hl, h by rt'~s:m ot tli~1r 

eogr1ph1c1l proxumty \\Ould ~m to h.ne sharul " com non historical past and to be 

sufflaentl) 111,ke to bear comparison Such tombs .1t ~:e,r, el•Berslu and Ben, Hasan, 1d101n1ng 

nornc••• of !1ddle Eg~pt, together ",th J,,irl\ c ,mfr, h:m,uoe orig{11,J rt{'.Jrr atl rlieir r1:cm-u11t111, 

appeared 10 fulfil 1hesr, requ rt'111t-11ts ~ml to be the mmt l,keh· group" for such 1 uudv we\enl 

can be po~tl\ely dated from tht: 11ar11es ol kings ,e,corJed III tht'm, otht'r\, althou11,1, nndllt.-d, n 

be approx1matt'!y placed bv renon ot contents and or fanulv rrlat1oruh,ps 

Rock tombs ,uch as these, al<' lrt'<]Ut'lltly found .1d1acent to or p;tfl of an .He~ open f..,r quarrymg 

1he resulu111 destruction at Me,r and el-Bersh~ bears -.,tness to the damage camed by th~e 

oprr:ll11')ns, an,i by treasurt' \t'e~<'rs, prior to 1he <Uy\ of faorlv orgm1st'd archaeology 

The Mt'ir tombs conmt of a lo:1g chain ol cemt'tt'nt's ,, h1ch form the ne,cropohs of the ancient 

<"ltV of C11,at' 1 he rnc of the latter is no lu11gt'r known Meir ,u.,ff, a v,1lage from which the 

1ornlis 1101, ta~e tht'1r namt', h .. -s some 40 to ;o kms to ti, .. nonh of Asyut The tombs occupy 

the 101, er d.-sl'rt, and much of a :;tt'<'P ro<k\ slope" h,ch tl'rmmatt's on the high dest"rt plateau 

l11erl' re f,,., c,•mett'nt'S conummg tornbs of nomuchs, tht'or wealthy rt't11nrn and graves of 

ordmaf) c1t1l"ns 

•1 l\t' el B.,r,lu group ol tombs co11u111 10 mscnlx-d 1umbs, of "h,ch the tomb of T rhut1-hett'p 

(2) d,scussed 111 th,, d1!.lert~t,on ,s «'.ln\ld.-red to I~ by far the fanest ,ll1d most mterrst1ng The 

occ11pAnl , "~' 1 pr111ce of tlie norm.' of llerm,,polis, "hose m8m city, Kht'menu was some 

d,stanct! from th,• ,,Mt bank of tie N,le .,ml a considerable \\J\ from 1\S necr-,pvli• on tht' eJst 

bank, 011 th<' north side of a re. .. , , lie, 111 the lulls Tiu' .,g,• or •hl' 10111h ,s p.:>>1t1H·, J\ 1nd1..:ated 

b\ the c-arto11d1<-s ol thr.,-e k1111;\, a,ul the li1ogr,1pl11,i.l en111, 1\ c, nt 111<'d 111 the largt' mural of 

the transportat,on of a )I 1tue I he "hol,• Ml"A has smta1ned m,1'Sl\e J3111age due to an 
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I~ ili"\,I 11 I 1111 1arry ng ag, n 1001-. lls 10II •nd the road to the 

The tombs of Bt>m Ha ar arr 111unted " dun euv •1ght of the- l':1le and open 10 the tounst 

S1m1 ar t those se- ected at 1 1r tht>) re part of a large necropolis "luch .,nee serv~i the­

nhabtunu uf M,-nat 1-h fu In the Oryx non~ of An 1ent Egypt Of the manv tombs Ne" berry 

penlicnlly r«orded Q TI ey stretch alon a ndg" In the escarprn,,nt facmg th" nvt>r and are 

a es bl" the limb bc-m fa rive sy 1f steep 

The qual1iv of the art1st1c-,,ork In 1he tombs has not bet'n the focus of d,Humon In t'ach CJISi" 

thr pcnod and prt':ience o f pt"rsonalised matrn.il or biography, outmi,, the f11mt"work of thC" 

artl tic ca.ion has bern the det,.nrnn111g fact r 
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EXCURSUS Ill: DO THE WRESTLER SCENES CONSTITUTE A SEPARATE 

THEME? 

Tlie themes d,-t 111.-d 111 th.- 101111,, 1, N<" l.,rgel) compiled fro111 "'orks en the Old Kingdom, m 

part1C"ul.11 th.it ofHarpm (1!187) ~nd ,,.-,,. ,,// ,.w,n11 .. 1/ 

It 1mv be thouglit that th<" det~1l<·d emb.ilmrnrm, burial s«•nes .,nd Hathor cPremonie, at Me,r, 

thte statut":-Jr.iggmg from el Benh,1, together "Ith tht- wrestlers, "Inch appear III son1e pn1 ate 

tomb, from thl" 1 Ith 11ncl 12th dyna\ty, should h~ve betn mcludt>d III the list of themes. Theie 

1,.-r.- not l1ne-d, however, bec,1uie the~ were n11hd£• the ,.,,11111 and their particular interest was 

to be found m 1ust tlus fan rh" ~<t'n~ of Hathor ceremonies" h1cl, app<.-ar Ill the- Mf'1r tombs 

,ho•, <"I el')' ,1gn of Ix-mg of md1, 1du,,l mm "rll to the- lords of Cus;e but neither the Hathor 

c1,remon1e, nor :he wrest!ers sunwed to be<ome canoni"I The funeral sce-nes, m some pan, 

frequentlv appear.-d from eJrlv 11111<'5, but ah,ays 1n regi~lerl contammg a rdnge of othu 

m~tf'rt~I usually the rn.its to Abu'1r All<I Ab~·dos The large ond1qd.i~I \Cen..-~ \u,h as those at 

M,-1r d., not s.-em to havr been repe,11ed In f.<.t most of our kno" ledgr of the 

funerfll .. mhalmment proCeH1om ,,mws r11t,rely from the litter 

In the 18th d}·nastV themes surh as the wr1gh1ng of thl' heart, the opening of the mouth 

cert"mony and numen•u\ underworld scenes mrorporatmg Journeys to th .. hereafter 111 the 

company ot gods and goclclt"sses did develop and seem to have bf.come canonical The thl'mes as 

,1uoted and discussed III this d1HNtat1on, ho1,ever, ".-re lro111 th<" eMly dynasm: tombs "h1d1, 

although ~omewhat e,tende-d anJ embellished during the Old Kmgdorn, rernamed canonically 

restricted until the 11th and 12th dynas11es when the unorthodox ~nd biographical material 

made 1ts appear~n{e It 1s against the backdror of the old c,,normal rnur3ls that one sets the 

un.;irthodo, murals when 1dent1fv111g the mtl"nt b,,hmd their onclu~1011 

It could b... Mg11.-d that the ~riwar~nce of the Hathor ceremonie~ and wrestlt>rs, since t hey 

app<.-ar,·d more thaJl one!', should be 111d11ded 1TI th(' theme category Ho" ever these must of 

necessity re-maHl o,1ts1dt such l1st1ng, prunanly beca11se they are i11di1,J11,1i/~·, ri1•111<m·cl and not 

applrcablt- to all or anv tomb, sud, as "ere the offormg, fishing, fo" l,ng a, .f • '"•ks hop scenes 

Tht" stat 1e dr.1gg1ng scene III d l ha 1s p.-rh~ps tht- closest one can COIH<" tc u ca,, •n· .a' t • .v 

Cr.ndmly 111 m.1ny wC1rkshop scenes, a statue on ,, n,, app<.-ars, either 111 .. e ,:•r·--e:-s of 

111am1facture or being draggE:d on proc-ernon The~e moufs, however, a1 e never shown 

mclept"ndently h11t Me .1lwavs part of a {omp,H111.• \election of '110t1f• \\ 1th1n ., particular regtst..-r 

In tht- el-Bersha tomh of Tehut1-hetep, the person,1l1s<"d nnure of the s!Atne-dragg,ng mural and 

the an·omp,rny1ng te,t ts un1911<' ,111d cannot lie pldc<'d 1n ,1 11st of ,.rnmll<cl/ 1/i,•111l'., normJlly 

OJ'<.-n to regular rrproduc t "'II 
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\H 1p ., '"' f Is r.,) n 11 e" lls f tombs IS ~11d 

a \ r i-t) f prl\att' I ml» ,f rh" [HW,I 1l1e lleni Hasin 

ral "I 1le r Cl matter, are, so tar as our lmo\\l~lg<" I\ c-:,nct'fned, un1q11i- m 

th<"1r qu nrn, and cl spl.1, fr m tie pc-nod of NC"hhq,etre Mcntuhotpe (2061 -2010) \He$tl1ng 

nd \\Ir scene appt>3r tn non ro·,al tombs One of the e•rl1est, th.at of Ge11~~1 lntef, h~s 

\, restlen on the , de of • p1ll.1r alongs1J,. scenes of m.anh pursu1u, h.1rpoont1>S, fo" ling, and 

f n1r.g bearers On an tht'r 11llar, but \\Ith no •r p~rent cormctt1011 to tht' \Hestlt'rs, scene5 

depict a ,artet) of "arfore pursuits ,,1th EC)'ptt•n fighters supporttd b~ N11b1an ~rcheu The 

pponmts appeu to be Ast ,ucs In on,. vf the regt~ten 1n "Inch the Egyptian victors IC"ad off 

0111\'"5 the domtnattng figure of lntt'f h1msC"lf Is sho" n armed,, 1th bow and arro" s apparently 

engaged in the ll.lttle G.1balb ( I 'l70 38 -10), says th,,,, the fost t'X~mple of• n<>n•royal leader 

part1cipat ng III such an operftl1on He discusses thC$e scenes III some deta,I, and includes the 

"ar scene$ 111 tombs I:;, 17, 14 and 2 at Beno H.1s.in He c-0111111ena tli.t 1n the main the four 

scene:; arc 1lr1oit ,d.-nt1,~I \'ooth the \,res•lt"n ~l,o,c and bcs1C'J;C'd fortress en the" left That this 

•,ar mural \\ ,U l>CC ming a usual feature ma) be ~n11111ed from the fact that • def1111t,. uvlt- of 

ort dra\\lllji;. sho\,1ng de,auon ,s used as or,posed to those• 111 the Old Kmgdom "here II bu1, 

plan 1ulf1ced 

While the lntd mur.,ls dt"fm,tcl) sho" ~n Asiatic Egyptian confront1t1on, in the seen~ 111 Ben, 

Hasan, "1th the el(Cept,on of the ul.l'iRnl m torr1b 11, the oppont-nts are all Egvpt1an In the" 

absence of captions or text Ciaballa suggC"Stl the dep1c1ton of e,ents m the "ar bt-twecn Nonh 

nd South In the middle •e.ars of the 11th Dvn~st\, or possiblv different battle, between the 

nomuchs of the Oryx and other nomes Ht> remarks upon the •1ocalmn• 111 these sct-nes and 

1uggdtS the\ sho" lottlt" \lgOur m cornpansun \\Ith the lntd murAls, and say1 "In f,c t , the 

f,ghtt'rs at Ben, Hasan Me 1ee11 almost u ,f they are playing • u ,f the t-,ents they are 

performtng Mt'~ mere exte1u1on of the play of th..-\\ rt"Stlers in the- rc-g1sttrs above"· ( I !HO 40) 

He lmlo.s the "re1tlers to the rn,lotarv rmag--s and tn gt-neral tht-5e figures are set-n as potential 

t,ahters, .-,ther t I la v or engagt"d ,n ,-,estlong as a fitness exercise The- Nub1ans, who appear as 

alloes III so11,e of th<' ,,.1r,mural1, howt-,·er, do not 1al.•· part III any of the ,,restling 1c11v1t1M at 

Beni • 1aun, nt'oth<'r arl' tlw ,.re,tlong sct"ne.s pr()1ectC"d as being tt"SU of slo.1II bet\\c-en serious 

opponent, I he, .,!most ,lf'l!C>I to be"' srrws ,,f 111u,e11wnts h> e,h1b1t the 1>0s11ton1 and sk,l!, of 

the ,-restler1 

It 1s not proposed th•t \\1t"stl111g ,,Js a 1 - , l, • , at Be111 f13san It \\,H \\ell l,.no\\n 111 

Ei;n>t, p1rt1(Ul.rly to the South of the , lllfl' " I 11 lf't Eupt) and e,cn mto Nub11 Whether 

tht'! sl,.1111 1cquirecl bv th.- l'gypllAns ilt'lll I n1 l!lt' latter <annot bt- defined but there is no 

pos1t1H! 111d1< ~lion of tin~ m the tomb\ 1111,it'r r.-,,e,, The ow nt-rs of the tomb~ ,n which the 

"rcstler\ JP~'<'ar gi\e no 1111loca1ton Ill then 111tl'nt other than, 111 the large ,<ent-s , grouping them 

boH~ 1he "di scenes Th,H the ~port 1, ·" prc1Jlent among voung fighters 1s not to bi- doubted 
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it l)('\ 11 ti at cl ft, uh t g 

Ille' nllt' I I \\ ti tJ 

<"ruml) I ,d the ut1st or tomb 01, ner ",she l to ,om r 

r II.Ju 1a ti er , uld hau~ been a 110s111, .- 1, a, of d.:>11111 ,o 

he Egvptta, f , rnd s, mboh m n n 1ar1e1, of onm p.ir11cularh l11eroglypl11c I lo" eH:r, 

n e f th e "r~tlers cnn be • so tat rd "Ith ~ de terrmn~t ~e glyph Cano111cal tomb rnurab 

Ill rpor~te her glyph1c •1 ns ,, lthtn the- mo, emt-nts of I pie and the- prest'ntatron of obJt-<U, 

but ti ere 1s no cunamcal re1 rt-1ent811on w1th1n tht' wr~tlNS ~o far u ,an bf' uct-1Umed In 

ddi1101110 glyphs the he, ddress or clotlung ,,u a crrtam 111d1cat1on of 1dt-n1tf1ca11on m Egyp111n 

art Nubian, re easily ,dent,fircl lw their d11.t1nctl\C' h~irstyl,. and dre,H but tlm ,s nClt prest-nt m 

t 1c "rcsthng sct-n~ 111 Benl I ln~n 

The r~rt 1h,1 tomb 17, klthou h of poort-r qu~lit)' t11 .. ,eru11011 lilt, ,na,or p,~rt1::-ns al ult-n\lcal 

mmals to those ,n tomli 15, m) hd1e h,~torrc.al S1g111ftt·,nc«- b111 \\oulcl s11ggest d•,1 • oarticular 

school or group of art.sh ,, orkc•d at Bt'm t,l,uan and a, thc- Egyptian, freque11th did, they 

111d11lgc,J 111 u11rcstr 1,,cd cop)lllll If 011e ,ons,.lcr, the autob,ograph, al tt"' t in tomb 1-1, 11 1s 

clear thit portions of 1t are copied In the 1utoh1c,grap!11,al tc,,t of tomb 3, ah hough the s1tua11ons 

rt des-:nbes MC' 11ot apphC'ablc, 

In tomb 2 at Bem Hu~11. the O\\ ner betng essential I) a 1111l,ury leadt"r, figurt'S of both soldiers 

1111d "restleri ,re sho\\n b111 th,:,rc ts hul.-, or not lung to suggest an 111,ohement ,, 1th 1'-1ub11 other 

than rccordmg anous t-~ped111ons for the I.mg 1hc recurds of Amen,.mhat's expcd1t1ons 

dcu1I~ In the te,t do not, ho" e,er, t'nlar&t' uP011 thc- wrestlang scenes ,and the scenes 

th.-rnschcs can ofter I ttle rnorc mlorrna11on than \\t' .ilrcadv have 

TIUtl the tomb o\\ ncrs ma,· hA,c fought or rnpphc-d men to fight for the king in Nubia 1s quite 

1><>n1blt' Certainly the 1nchl\lon of f,ghtmg sccnci. ,,., these walls •PP"lfS to be thcre to proclatm 

the''", ,•s,/11/ 1111,il1uru 111 "/ rite 111,n/• m,01<, 111 '"'"'' ,1u::lt ,,, 111,1w, but 1n the al»ence of pos111,e 

, i<"nt1f1cat1on or tc,t, ont' c.m only assign thest' n,ot,fs as biographical hacl.ground, not 

sufhc1cntly pos111\e to l,c clancd u pure biography 

rhcrc- sc-erns to l,e no cl~arly prt'\entc-d re.,son, to suppost> that the "restltng sct-11t's pla;~ • 

particular role- 111ch ~s pro\ld11tg a dos, conne<l1on betwc-en the tomb ownt'rs and Nub11, 

ahho11gh pombly ~n in-depth stlllh , .... ,Id pro,e to be reward111g Unfortunately It 1s outside 

the scope' of th,s d,sst'rtat,011 

' . 
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