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Table 2.2: GDP Growth Rates, 1998-2000 (%)

Country 1998 1999 2000

Angola 5.8 4.0 7.0
Botswana Ve 4.2 6.5
Congo D.R -3.5 -5.0 5.0
Lesotho -4.8 2.0 4.0
Malawi 33 4.2 3.0
| Mauritius 5.6 54 5.0
| Mozambique 12:1 9.0 8.0
| Namibia 2.6 2.4 2.5
| Seychelles 5.0 1.2 2.0
South Africa 0.6 1.2 3.2
Swaziland ¥ & 2.0 3.0
Tanzania 4.0 4.8 3.5
Zambia -2.0 2.0 3.0
| Zimbabwe 2:5 0.5 -3.0
Total/Ave (SADC) 1.2 1.4 3.5

Source: Nyirenda, M, 2000

As is the case of regional integration schemes world-wide, although there may be
serious economic benefits, the driving incentive in Southern Africa was a political
one. The main objective of regionalisation was, as mentioned, to strengthen weak
individual states through co-operation. SADC was thus created with the objective
of developing a collective self-reliance in the region, through common economic,
political and social values so as to improve the living standards of the people and
reduce poverty levels. (Schoeman, 2001:143) Unfortunately, due to a number of
factors both external, and intra-regional, SADC has been unable to achieve many
of the goals and objectives it has set resulting in wide spread criticism. External
factors include the lack of moral support and aid as well the poor perception the
outside world has of the SADC region. Intra-regional problems are widespread
ranging from conflict to corruption to the lack of unity among SADC members in
combating regional problems, not to mention the socio-economic concerns
prevalent. Although both are detrimental to SADC, Intra-regional problems are
widely regarded as the primary source of SADC’s poor performance. As an
integrated region the economic and political constraints as well as serious

structural flaws within the make up of SADC, including institutional problems and
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