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emotions and circumstances of a character.

In some novels, space and action may be presented as inseparable elements. In such
instances, space needs to be described in detail in order for it to participate in, and contribute
towards, the meaning of an event. Another factor that affects the presentation of space in the
novel is the notion of distance: if space is presented from a distance, an overview of the
whole space is given in less detail. In situations where space is presented from a close-up

point-of-view, it will be described in detail (Bal 1985: 99).

Bal (1985: 79) distinguishes between an ‘actor’ and a ‘character’. She contends that an
actor, on one hand, is an abstract concept, and a character, on the other hand, is a more
specific term. A character resembles a human being, and an actor does not. The concept
of ‘human being’ is very important because it differentiates between fictional characters and
people living in the real world. This distinction is further developed by Bal (1985: 80) when

she comments that the character;

is not a human being, but it resembles one. It has no psyche, personality,
ideology, or competence to act, but it does possess characteristics which make

psychological and ideological description possible.

What emerges from Bal's remarks in the discussion of character is that literature is there for
people, and is about people. Real people are mirrored in literature by the other people who
are imitations and fabricated creatures. These creatures are referred to as characters, the

‘paper people without flesh and blood’ (1985: 80).

At the beginning of the narrative, as Bal (1985: 85) notes, we are confronted with characters
that we do not know; when they make their first appearance, we know very little about them.
As the narrative progresses, a particular trait is observed, and repeated from time to time
until the reader associates it with the character concerned. The repetition of a trait is

important because it helps the reader to construct what the character looks like in terms of



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http://scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



Stellenbosch University http:/scholar.sun.ac.za



































































































































































































































































































































