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with no emphasis placed on the human environment with its social and political
dimensions® (Steyn, 2002: 127). This preservationist and conservationist agenda - a
perspective termed by Cock as the ‘authoritarian conservation perspective’ (1991: 1) -

focussed solely on particular fauna and flora species (Kahn, 2002: 1; Steyn, 2002: 127).

The proponents of this approach were exclusively the affluent, educated, mainly white
minority (Kahn, 2002: 1), primarily because apartheid effectively excluded black people
from civil society. The membership of the environmental non-governmental
organizations reflected the racial policies of the day and in most cases it was actually
restricted to whites only (Steyn, 2002: 128). In the midst of black poverty, single-species
campaigns such as ‘Save the Rhino’ were the focus of the mainstream environmentalist
movement, while in black communities concern for the natural environment was a luxury
few could afford in their daily struggle to meet their basic needs (Steyn, 2002: 128).
While white ENGOs and the government spent millions of rands to prevent the extinction
of fauna and flora, millions of black people had no access to safe water, adequate land,
electricity and primary health care (Steyn, 2002: 140). The effect of this was that the
black population of the time felt both excluded and ignored, and started to consider

environmentalism as an irrelevant, elitist trend (Kahn, 2002: 1).

® Although similar, conservationism and preservationism are distinct approaches. Conservationism is based
on the controlled use of resources or multiple-use resource management. The underlying assumption of
conservationism is that resources exist for the benefit of society, but that these resources should be
recognized as limited, and should therefore be used wisely (i.e. efficiently). The preservationist approach is
concerned mainly with the preservation of the natural environment. This approach adheres to a biocentric
perspective, believing that the human species is one among equals in nature, and that nature should be
valued for its intrinsic worth (International EneyelopediaEncyclopaedia of Public Policy and
Administration, 1998: 778).
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