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CHAPTER II

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS: THE RELATION
BETWEEN THE TEXT AND THE LISTENER IN MODERN
PREACHING

Before a proper theological investigation and critique of AOP methods can be done,
some preliminary issues need to be addressed. In my consideration of contextualization
and rhetoric, I will examine the relation between text and listener (context) in
contemporary homiletics. The first purpose of this chapter is to sketch theological and
homiletic developments and trends in a broader perspective. Doing this enables us, to an
extent, to perceive how and with what kind of influence hearer-driven theorists move
from a text-oriented focus to a hearer-oriented focus. So these preliminary

considerations give some clues as to how we should understand and evaluate AOP.

The second purpose of this chapter is to plot a rough map for an alternative way to

overcome the limitations of AOP, as well as the limitations of both extreme positions.

2.1 Contextual issues in considering the relation between text and

reader (context)

The purpose of contextualizing relevant issues in contemporary homiletics is to make us
to see the text and reader (context) within a totally new theoretical perspective.
(Combrink 1986: 14) With renewed interest in matters of the context and listener, there
is a growing awareness that AOP should be studied seriously. One of the concerns of
my study is the implementation of AOP without serious theological consideration. I am
concerned with how we can make a biblical sermon sensitive to contemporary contexts

and hearers without losing the priority of the text.
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