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In the modernist era, instead of belief being founded in the mythical, as it had been in
the pre-modern era, people began to place more and more belief in science. This
happened because people began to realise that the myths most had organised their lives
around were, for the most part, unprovable, and therefore could not be considered fact!

(truth, reality); for fact implied verifiability.

For example, in the sixth century before Christ (most) people believed that the earth
was flat. It was "fact" to them, because it appeared flat. And even when Pythagoras,
(and later others such as Aristotle and Euclid), observed the curvature of the horizon,
and concluded that the earth had to be spherical, it was some time before the theory
became fully accepted [Russell, 1997: par. 5].

Philolaus, Pythagoras' student, took the first step towards proving that the earth is not
the centre of the universe, a theory known as heliocentricity, although his version was
still — for the most part — mystical [Plant, 2002: par. 2]. Later, Aristarchus of Samos,
who lived in the third century B.C. and was also of the Pythagorean school, realised that
the movements of all the celestial bodies could be explained if one assumed that the sun
is the centre of the universe, and not the earth, but for a long time, heliocentricity was
rejected by most people, even scientists [Plant, 2002: par. 3,4], for people were
reluctant to relinquish their hold on their religion, or should it be the hold their
religion/mythology had on them. For people believed what they could see, and what their
(particular) mythology told them to believe.

Of course, the fact that the Ptolemic universe — the theory where the planets and the
sun revolve around the earth, named after Claudius Ptolemy [Landry, 1998: par. 1] — fed
man's ego by naming him as the centre of the universe did not do much for the

promotion of heliocentricity either.

Many, many years later, however, in the sixteenth century, a Polish mathematician by

the name of Nicolas Copernicus was studying Pythagorean mathematics when he

Y A fact is "a statement or assertion of verified information about something that is the case or
has happened" [WordWeb dictionary]: a "truth verifiable from experience of observation”
[McLeod, 1986: 301].
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