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Figure 2.1 Trend of world aquaculture production by | Figure 2.2 Aquaculture production: major producer
major species groups (FAO, 2002b) countries in 2000 (FAO, 2003)

In 2000, more than 210 different aquatic animal and plant species were farmed. The species
farmed comprised of mostly omnivorous/herbivorous fish or filter-feeding species in developing
countries compared to 73.7% carnivorous fish in developed countries. Production growth among
low-income food deficient countries (LIFDC), excluding China, has been slower than among
non-LIFDC. Aquaculture production within developed countries has been growing at an average
rate of 3.7 % per year since 1970. The world aquaculture sector outside China produced about 11
million tons of farmed aquatic products for human consumption in 2000, compared to about 52
million tons from capture fisheries.

The potential of aquaculture to enhance local food security, alleviate poverty and improve rural
livelihoods has been well recognized over the last three decades. The Bangkok Declaration and
Strategy (NACA & FAO, 2000) emphasizes the need for the aquaculture sector to continue

development towards its full potential.

2.4  African Aquaculture

It is imperative to look at the history of aquaculture development in Africa to identify the pitfalls
and areas of success. Unfortunately, small-scale aquaculture development in Africa does not have
a very good track record. Since 1972, about 130 aquaculture projects have been funded in Africa.

Ten years later, the total "on-going" grants and loans amounted to 100 million US dollars.
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