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possible to establish the identity of the privileged term in each binary pair.
The privileged term is always used in a “positive” form against the “negative”
of its relative. Derrida produces a reading that “mimics” the innate “logic”
established in each text by these privileged terms. In the process the
privileged term is reversed taking the place of its marginalised partner. The
marginal term, now operating in the privileged place, allows for a different

reading that displaces the dominant or privileged reading.

“Différance” is inherent to any text and makes reading possible. It carries
both the meaning of “to differ’, to take an opposing position and also “to
defer”, to place elsewhere in space and time (Culler, 1994; 97). Hence, it has
the third active feature of opening up a space for the new text that is

inevitably generated through reading (Cilliers, 1998a; 45).

This place that is opened up, | will argue, is the position of the “subject’. The
writing that takes place there, and the signature placed there, is not an
unproblematic identity (Critchley, 1996; 22) that can claim an absolute
presence as “being here where | sign and nowhere else”. Rather, the place

of the “subject” is itself subject to deconstruction.
1.6 AN ETHICS TO COME

By tracing the strategy of deconstruction through the work of Drucilla Cornell
(1992), Linda Hutcheon (1995) and Paul Cilliers (1998), | hope to show the
value of Levinas and Derrida’s poststructuralist approach, engaging both law
and politics through ethics seen as a complex system. In doing so, | hope to
address any claim that poststructuralism is unable to contribute meaningfully
to the establishment and protection of a just democracy because it is merely

the aesthetic indulgence of an elitist few who enjoy reading in luxury.

Poststructuralism, | will conclude to the contrary, can never indulge in
truimphalist rhetoric and self-satisfied backslapping. It can never be satisfied

with justice dispensed or democracy claimed.

In South Africa, where our fledgling democracy still struggles to find its way
towards a practical notion of justice for all its citizens, regardless of cultural

heritage, race or gender, it is necessary to be clear about ethical values.
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