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observes that reading involves not merely the interpretation of a text in its physical
environment, but the interpretation of the whole situation in which the readers encounter it.
Wallace points out that reading of text is closely tied not only to social convention,
personal habits, and immediate purpose, but may also be linked to factors such as time
and place. Wallace observes that, behind a particular text in its immediate and institutional
context, lies a complex set of values, belief knowledge and expected behaviours, which
are part of, shared culture of its author or authors and its intended reader. Davies
observes that across cultures and throughout history the most visible evidence of reading
behaviour is oral reading that is reading loud. According to Davies one is able to listen to

a reader when reading loud and the reader can be seen and heard.

Davies (1995) observes that when listening to individual readers, teachers gain valuable
information about how individual readers are approaching a text and about the strategies
they use when confronted with difficulties. She points out that there are different
behaviours in oral reading like, when listening to and observe oral reading, one quickly see
that there is a great deal going on and it is difficult to record all of the observable
behaviours that are manifest which include the relative speed and fluency of the reading,
the degree of confidence or anxiety exhibited by the reader, the use of different strategies
such as following the words or lines with a finger, regression to an earlier part of the text,

or reference forward to a part of the text not read, hesitation and self-correction.

Wallace discusses the discourse and genre concepts, which provide more kinds of social
meanings within texts and the kinds of resources available to readers for gaining access to
these meanings. She maintains that readers recognize both genre and discourse by virtue
of being members of particular sociocultural groups, that is social circumstances dictate
both the genres and discourses the readers have access to. Wallace points out that genre
and discourse interact in the sense that knowledge allows the reader to predict the likely
occurrence of certain discourses conversely, given particular discourses or discourse

feature the reader can frequently identify the genre.

1.4 ORGANIZATION OF STUDY

This study has five chapters and is organized in the following manner:
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