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the result is joint planning, redistribution and provision of bulk services to the communities.
Craythorne (1993:42) points out that an amalgamated “super-city” is created in which all
jurisdictions are contained into one. The traditional wisdom used to reform government presumes
that fragmentation of authority and overlapping jurisdictions are the primary causes of urban ills.
A single unit of government controlled by policy officials (councillors) and administered by a
single chief executive (with other officials) is considered to be the appropriate remedy (Bish et

al, 1979:1).

Larger local government units have certain advantages over smaller ones. They are usually
endowed with resources and have potential to increase local government revenue. As such, they
are better able to afford the services of qualified professionals and provide better public services.
They might more readily establish their “presence” and thus be able to attract popular support

for their programmes with greater ease (Derksen, 1988:35)

2.2 Avoidance of Duplication and Overlapping

An amalgamated municipality ensures that services are provided in a sustainable and coordinated
manner thus avoiding duplication and overlapping of functions. Fragmentation is avoided and
uniformity in the development, interpretation and execution of public policy is possible.

According to Reddy (1995:21), the combination of adjoining urban areas is essential for the
creation of a municipality which will bring about conditions of welfare for the people living in

urban areas.

Bish et al (1979:8) emphasise that efficiency is enhanced by eliminating the numerous
jurisdictions and by consolidating all authority in one jurisdiction with general authority to
govern each major urban area as a whole. Such consolidations vest ostensibly enlightened leaders
and professional administrators with authority to coordinate all aspects of metropolitan affairs

through a single integrated structure of government.
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