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1.6 KEY ASSUMPTIONS OF THIS STUDY

e Knowledge is socially constructed by persons involved in the research process
(Riddel, Brown & Duffield 1995:30; Ramazanoglu & Holland, 2002:41-43;
Mertens, 1988:11).

e Research cannot be independent of the researcher (Clough & Barton, 1995:1-5;
Denzin & Lincoln, 1998:24).

e The researcher and the researched are engaged in an interactive process and at
no time is there personal distance or independent objectivity in the research
process (Potts, 1998:19-21; Vlachou, 1995:115-116).

e Activities in qualitative research should at least attempt to understand the complex
world "of lived experience from the point of view of those who live it" (Schwandt,
1994:118).

1.7 DISABILITY LANGUAGE

At this point a reflection on the use of disability language in this study is called for.
Gabel (2001:32) indicates that there is an ongoing debate among international
scholars about how to talk and write about disability. She writes, as the editor of
Disability, Culture and Education (2002:3), that:

Within disability studies, disability has been conceptualized in
numerous ways: as an identity, as a symbol of oppression, as a
marginal social status, as membership in a minority group, as an
embodied experience, as something distinct from impairment, as
something inextricable from impairment ... Generally disability study
scholars agree to some distinction between disability (as a social
experience imposed upon one) and impairment (as innate limitations of
the body or mind).

She offers her view on the use of disability language, which | found useful and

congruent with my orientation and approach to disability studies.

Do I, as a non-disabled adult, write about "children with a disability" or about
"disabled children"? | adopt the position of Gabel (2001:32): | use disability-first
language in my scholarship and with other disability studies scholars, since | believe
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