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I story my approach as falling within what Skrtic (1995: 36) calls radical or continental
postmodernism, embodied in the works of writers such as Derrida (1988, 1992) and Foucault (1977,
1988, 1994), both of whom see claims of knowledge as but historically-situated constructions which

oppress or subjugate other knowledges. Paradigms, I story as oppressive grand narratives.

1.6.2. Deconstruction

I construct deconstruction as an approach emerging from poststructuralism. It involves a reading of
texts to expose inconsistencies, contradictions and silences constituted by grand narratives and

discourses. As Grosz (Lather, 1991: 5) posits:

The goal of deconstruction is to keep things in process, to disrupt, to keep the system in

play, to set up procedures to demystify continuously the realities we create ....

Why deconstruct? I see the value of poststructuralist thought and deconstruction as questioning and
troubling what may otherwise become truths, or what White and Epston call (1990: 27) ‘dominant
narratives’ that subjugate the stories of others. I see myself as placed in a time in which
postmodernist thought challenges all knowledges or truth stories, a time of ‘... critical discourses
which disrupt the smooth passage of what Foucault (1980) calls "regimes of truth"® (Lather, 1991:
6-7).

1.7. Constructing Languaging

I speak as ‘I’ in my narrative because I challenge the construction of authoritative, knowing absence
constructed by the use of self-objectifying phrases such as ‘the researcher’. Removing ‘I’ removes
the person from the story and thus imbues the personal, constructed in a particular context, with
qualities of universality and objectivity. The goal of the removal of ‘I’ thus seems to be to create
‘truth’ stories that subjugate and marginalise alternative narratives not storied as constructed by an

objectified absence. Removal of ‘I’ silences the voice that says:

This is what fools people: a man (sic) is always a teller of tales, he lives surrounded by his

stories and the stories of others, he sees everything that happens to him through them ...
(Jean-Paul Sartre in McAdams, 1993: 17)
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