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9
A general taphonomic history or pathway can be illustrated as a flow diagram
(Figure 2). The diagram is an amalgamation of different views expressed in
the literature cited above. The assumption is that uniformitarian principles hold
and that the factors that affect the preservation and accumulation of bones in
the present affected the fauna in the past in essentially the same way
(Gifford 1981). The arrows represent the various stages in the transition from

one state of preservation to the next.
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Figure 2: Taphonomic pathway

Certain variables may intervene in the transition between life and death
assemblages. Only under conditions of catastrophic mortality would the death
assemblage mirror the living. It has been suggested that the mortality profile
of Taurotragus oryx (eland) at Klasies River reflects catastrophic events, like
driving herds over cliffs (Klein 1976). Attritional mortality will bias the death
assemblage and prime individuals will be underrepresented. This has been
suggested as an explanation for the age profiles of Syncerus caffer (Cape
buffalo) individuals at Klasies River (Klein 1976). Further bias may be
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