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‘connecting’ with them through John Edward, the medium. They might not even notice the
countless times when John gets the reading wrong, and furiously clutch at the very few things he
reads right. A concerned member of the audience wrote the following in an article entitled,
“Demystifying John Edward of Crossing Over”:

| was on the John Edward show. He even had a multiple guess "hit" on me that was
featured on the show. However, it was edited so that my answer to another question was
edited in after one of his questions. In other words, his question and my answer were
deliberately mismatched. Only a fraction of what went on in the studio was actually seen in
the final 30-minute show. He was wrong about a lot and was very aggressive when
somebody failed to acknowledge something he said (http://www.re-

quest.net/entertainment/movies-and-tv/tv/john-edward/#studio).

People don't see the things they don’t want to see; they have selective imaginations. Furthermore,
the magicians were men of superior intelligence and craft. According to Mertz (1966: 204), this is
another characteristic of magic that distinguishes it from science; much of its effectiveness
depends on the personality of the magician. The scientist who eventually discovers the cure for
AIDS may be an unpleasant man personally, but his character will have no effect on the AIDS
virus itself. A good magician, however, must have a lot of personality, or that quality called
“charisma” — the ability to move men (Mertz, 1966: 204).

There is no profession in which charisma is more useful than in magic — unless it is politics. Take
the field of medicine, which was, in ancient times, riddled with magical techniques. The

"2 ailments, which may include everything from backache to blindness, are not

“psychosomatic
affected by modern surgery or medicine; but imagine the effect upon them of a powerful assertive
personality, strengthened by the patient’s belief in magic. The patient is bound to feel some relief
and sense of comfort. Even the pain of physical ailments could be alleviated (Mertz, 1966: 204).
Even today doctors’ attitudes towards their patients have deep psychological effects that can
improve recovery. Today there are faith healers who often heal by their assertive and persuasive

personality and the patient’s undying belief in being truly healed.

Another reason why magic seemed to work was because it did work; it worked because people
believed in it, and they believed in it because it seemed to work. This is not as paradoxical as it
sounds. Expressed hostility and malevolent intent can certainly cause anxiety and fear, nervous
indigestion, and illness. A curse can kill — if the victim believes in it. Conversely, a potent protective

2 Psychosomatic is generally a term “pertaining to that which is presumed to have both psychic (mental)
and somatic (body) components” (Reber, 1985: 597).
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