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piety and cultic sites. Instead of beginning with the similarities of form, and working back to a
common cultic life-setting for all the members of a genre, Mowinckel begins with the cult, and
derives the various literary forms from the exigencies of the cult (cf. Mowinckel 1962:37-39). The
proper interpretation of each category of psalms isolated by form-critical methods demanded the
precise identification of the specific act of ritual (cultic situation) that stood behind it. Nasuti
(1999:23) is of the opinion that Mowinckel grasped more thoroughly than Gunkel the importance of
the cult for comprehending the role, which the Psalms played in ancient Israel.

Acknowledging the performative aspects of the Psalms as part of one cultic ritual or another area,
Mowinckel (1962:19) postulates that “... It [the festival cultic] is a sacred drama, representing the
salvation, which takes place. This dramatic character tallies with the fact that the cult is a mutual
act on the part of God and the congregation, with address and answer, action and reaction”. The
Psalms were dramas performed for the sake of the congregation, complete with a cast of
characters. Only against the background of the festival cult can the individual and personal
characteristics of each psalm be comprehended (Mowinckel 1955:17). The cultic function of the
Psalms conveys information about the religious festivals in ancient Israel. The conviction of
Mowinckel that most of the Psalms belonged to the cult, made psalmography in Israel as old as the
cult itself, and affirms the great antiquity of most of the Psalms, even as it thereby testifies to the
role of the individual early in the history of Israel (cf. Sarna 1969:XXII).

Mowinckel developed the theory of an annual enthronement of Yahweh as a means of
reconstructing the cultic background of the Psalms. The Israelites celebrated the enthronement of
the deity during the New Year's festival®. Commenting on this notion, Mowinckel (1962:106)
hypothesises that:

“It cannot ... be our task solely to give a description of the forms and contents of the
enthronement psalms in the narrow sense from the point of view of
Gattungsforschung and the history of literature, but we must also seek to find the
cultic situation that lies behind them, and to give a picture of this in all its ideological
and liturgical complexity. No single psalm type ... can reveal the whole content of
the cultic festival”.

Related to the enthronement festival was the idea that most Psalms had a royal intent. The royal
psalms are concerned with the king as the representative of his people and issue forth from the
celebrations in which the reigning monarch was the principal subject (Mowinckel 1955:17). The
king played a central part in the public, national cult and served as the channel through which the

* This theory will not be examined in full here, but instead the focus will be on some aspects pertaining to this
matter. For a more detailed discussion on this topic, cf. Clines (1998).
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