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(vii) the appropriate of every person to establish where practicable,
education institutions based on a common language, culture or religion,
as long as there is no discrimination on the ground of race; and

(viii) the appropriate of every person to use the language and participate in
the cultural life of his or her choice within an education institution
(National Education Policy Act 27 of 1996, Education Law and Policy
Handbook 1999: 1-3).

These principles emphasise national education policy such as the full personal
development of each student and the moral, social, cultural, political and
economic development of the nation at large, including the advancement of
democracy, human rights and the peaceful resolution of disputes. Achieving
equitable education opportunities and redressing past inequality in education
provision, including the promotion of gender equity and the advancement of the
status of women are also advocated. Endeavouring to ensure that no person is
denied the opportunity to receive an education irrespective of social or physical

diversity seems to be a major thrust of education policy.

In addition, the reconstruction and development of the educational system by
means of recognising the aptitudes, abilities, prior knowledge and experience of
students where independent and critical thought, promoting a culture of respect
for teaching and learning in educational institutions is considered as a main

priority. The development and promotion of inquiry, research and knowledge
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