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OPSOMMING

Hierdie thesis is geskryf as a navorsings projek binne 'n program wat interkulturele
kommunikasie in taamlike wye terme tematiseer. Dit gee 'n analise van die verskillende
mediakonstruksies van gebeure en mense deur joernaliste van verskillende taal
gemeenskappe, wat gereelde interkulturele kontak het in die rapportering van plaaslike
nuuswaardige gebeure. Die gemeenskappe hier ter sprake is media produsente, verskillende
uitgewers wat nuus aan gehore in verskillene taal gemeenskappe versprei. Ter illustrasie
word aandag gegee aan sekere rolspelers in die media, te wete. nuus vervaardigers
(joernaliste, koerante, uitgewers), nuusmakers (mense wie se handelinge opmerksaam gevind
word en wat dan in die media aan die orde kom) en nuus verbruikers (die gehoor, lesers) wat
betrokke was by verslaggewing van 'n prominente gebeurtenis in 1986 en weer in 1996. Die
gebeurtenis wat opgeteken is as die Guguletu Sewe insident word ondersoek met die oog op

hoe dit lig werp op kulturele taalverskille in die verslagdoening oor dieselfde gebeurtenis.

In hierdie studie word taalverskille as merkers van kultuurverskille gereken. In breé
trekke word bevind dat ideologiese verskille saamloop met taalverskille; dit bevestig die
standpunt dat taal dikwels vorm gee aan oortuigings, waardes, en norme. Kritiese Diskoers
Analise, asook teoretiese perspektiewe voorsien deur narratief analise en deur kultuurstudie
word gebruik as analitiese instrumente wat help om sentrale eienskappe van die media se
verslagdoening oor die gebeurtenis te belig. Konteks en agtergrondinligting word bekom uit
die Waarheid en Versoeningskommissie se verslae oor die gebeurtenis, sowel as 'n
dokmentére video. Die gevolgtrekking is dat die pers ten tye van hierdie verslagdoening
verskille vertoon het wat met taalverskille korreleer, en dat hulle in die seleksie en verbale
konstruering van gebeure en rolspelers in die gebeure, gemotiveer is deur hulle gevestigde
belange, waardes, norme en oortuigings wat geassosieer kan word met 'n kultureel

geinspireerde wéreldbeskouing.



ABSTRACT

This thesis has been written as a research project within a programme that topicalises
intercultural communication in fairly broad terms. It provides an analysis of the different
constructions in the media of events and people by journalists from different linguistic
communities who have regular intercultural contact in the course of reporting on local
newsworthy events. The communities here are different media producers, different news
publishing institutions who print and circulate current news to audiences in different language
communities. Illustratively, attention will go to the particular role players in the media, i.e.
news producers (journalists, newspapers, publishing groups), newsmakers (people whose
actions are observed and topicalised in the media) and news consumers (the audience,
readership) engaged in reporting on a particular, prominently mediated event in 1986, and
again in 1996. The event that is now recorded as the Guguletu Seven incident is investigated
for the way in which it can highlight cultural linguistic differences in mediating the same

event.

In this study linguistic difference is taken to mark cultural difference. In general, this
study finds that ideological differences run along the lines of language differences, confirming
that language often contributes to shaping beliefs, values and norms. Critical Discourse
Analysis, some narrative analysis and instruments from cultural studies are used as analytic
devices that assist in highlighting pertinent aspects of the press reports on the event. Context
and background information is provided by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's
reports on the event as well as a documentary video. It is concluded that the press at the time
was divided along linguistic lines in their reporting, and was motivated in their selection and
verbal construction of events and role players in the events, by their vested interests, values,

norms and beliefs associated with their culturally inspired world views.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO RESEARCH PROBLEM

1.1  BACKGROUND

From a historical perspective South African media outlets exhibit differences in their position
and presentation of significant national events because of cultural and political differences in
the population in general. Newspapers in particular have been divided on a cultural level, as
is illustrated in how they often report on and interpret the same events differently. An
example of such difference is apparent in how newspapers addressing different language
communities, dealt with events related to the process of national reconciliation mediated by
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). The press can be divided along linguistic

and ethnic lines into the English, Afrikaans, Black and Alternative press (Fourie 2001: 34).

After the changeover from the apartheid government to an inclusive democracy, much
of this reflected identity has remained the same. Afrikaans newspapers, for example, still
portray certain groups and/or people in a manner different from their English counterparts.
People from different groups are labelled in different ways by the various media. Often the
identity that is portrayed is more in line with a specific cultural perception than with “the
truth”. It is well known throughout the history of the press in South Africa that political
agendas have always played a major role in shaping the media landscape. In most countries
press alignments are usually organised according to political affiliations; the South African
press, in addition, and from its very beginnings, has been organised according to language

communities and race (Fourie 2001: 43).

To illustrate, the media in their reporting on events that later were investigated by the

TRC, reported differently in the eighties when the actual event happened compared to the



nineties when formerly undisclosed details were made known. The differences between
reports of the same event at two different times were again mostly aligned according to

linguistic and racial divisions among reporters, news producers and their audiences.

This thesis will specifically investigate the reportings on the killing of a number of
youths, the *Guguletu Seven’, by the South African Police in 1986. Articles published in
newspapers from different “stables”, covering the Guguletu Seven event of 4 March 1986,
will be compared to each other, and will also be compared to the same newspapers’ reports in
November 1996 just after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission hearings on the Guguletu

Seven.

1.2 RESEARCH AIMS AND QUESTIONS

This research project has two aims. First, it intends to investigate in an exploratory manner
some of the theoretical approaches and devices available in a critical analysis of media
discourse. Second, it intends, on a very limited scale, to use the framework of two such
approaches that each offer useful analytic devices, in analysis of media reports. The analyses
in this study are intended to illustrate (i) some of the concepts and devices of the particular
approaches, (ii) how more than one approach can combine in a critical analysis of media
reporting, (iii) how a critical analysis of discourse can disclose selective representation of
events and people in the media, and (iv) how different newspapers, particularly ones
addressing different language communities, follow practices that manifest as political and
ideological choices in their reporting. These practices reflect again on cultural differences

throughout.

As this is a project of limited scope it cannot investigate and illustrate all of the
approaches and devices available in a critical analysis of media discourses that represent

different linguistic cultures. Nevertheless, it will consider some of the ideas and concepts of



critical discourse analysis as possible instruments of disclosing the selective nature of
reporting on events where ideologies of the state and the media are instituted. Specifically it
will focus on reports produced in reference to security force violence during and after the
national state of emergency of 1986. A central assumption here is that language is a strong
marker of cultural identity, and that the media represent different cultures where the
differences are marked not only by the different languages in which they publish, but also by
different points of view on state ideologies and related actions. In the South African media

these ideological differences often run along the lines of language differences.

Thus, this study considers the discourses of a number of Afrikaans language
newspapers in relation to the discourses of a number of English language newspapers as a
form of intercultural communication. It is interested in how media reporting can construct
events as well as the identities of people in ways that suit ideological positions of the writers
and publishers more than considering accuracy and a full, balanced image of the people and
particular events they find newsworthy. It will draw on Critical Discourse Analysis as one of
the approaches that assist in disclosing cultural and ideological differences as they are

articulated in media reporting.

The particular research problem to be investigated in this study is one that relates to
different constructions of events and people by different linguistic communities, where linguistic
difference is taken to mark cultural difference as well. A specific question is: which language
related means did the press from different language (i.e. cultural) backgrounds use in (re-)
constructing a certain event and in creating the identity of particular role players in 1986, and again
in 1996? The aim is to show how different newspapers’ reports of the same event at the same time
differ, and then to show as well how the same newspapers change the terms of their reporting in

revisiting the same event ten years later, after a change in government, a change in ideological and



political perspectives across communities, and also a change in the kind of information that is
available and publishable.
Specific research questions:
11 How is a particular event described in various newspapers at the time of the event?
1.2 What are the differences in: a) prominence given, b) content, and c) linguistic means
used by the various newspapers?
1.3 How is the event in 1.1 above, described across different newspapers as well as by
the same newspaper 10 years later?
14  Can any culturally distinctive significance be attached to differences identified in 1.2

and 1.3 above?

1.3 RESEARCH HYPOTHESIS

This study hypothesises that in line with suggestions of theorists working in the area of
Critical Discourse Analysis of the media (cf. Van Dijk 1985, 1989; Wodak 1989; Fairclough
1989, 1995; Fowler 1991) different language newspapers will show marked difference in
their representation of the same people and events. Such differences will be detectable on a
cultural/political and ideological level, and will be manifest in the discursive structures they

use, both on a micro-linguistic and macro-linguistic level.

The study also hypothesises that due to (i) emergency regulations that restricted free
dissemination of information in the late 1980s in South Africa, and (ii) general jounalistic
practices that focus on news values and newsworthiness of events, there will be some
significant similarities across representations of the same events in the different language

media, in spite of cultural and ideological differences that are manifest elsewhere.



Finally I hypothesise that CDA offers an analytic framework that is capable of
disclosing cultural differences, prejudices and stereotypes that are to a large extent obscured

in regular reporting practices

1.4 CHAPTER LAYOUT

The thesis has been organised as follows: chapter two gives an overview of the literature |
worked with in considering various cultural communities in the South African media, in
considering theoretical approaches to media analysis, and in contextualising the particular
event that is used to illustrate aspects of intercultural communication in the media. Chapter
three explains the methodology I used. Chapter four presents the data and gives an analysis in
the terms set out in chapters two and three. Chapter five considers how the analyses assisted
in answering the specific research questions and testing the hypotheses given in sections 1.2
and 1.3 above. It gives the conclusions of the research and makes recommendations on how

the work could be taken further.

1.5 TERMS OF REFERENCE

Media: This term will refer to printed news, i.e. to newspapers, unless otherwise
indicated.

Press: A term that refers to newspapers and to the publishing institutions.

Culture: Culture, according to the interpretation of Lustig and Koester (2003:27) is a

learned set of shared interpretations about beliefs, values, and norms, which
affect the behaviours of a relatively large group of people. Thus Lustig and
Koester (2003:225) go on to say that language differences are powerful factors
that influence the relationships between ethnic and cultural groups. Language
plays a role in maintaining the identity of a cultural group. In using the term

“culture” I will assume that language difference constitutes a cultural



Ideology:

Power:

difference. Hence different language communities as well as ethnically
different groups of people will be treated as if they represent different cultural
groups. This is clearly a simplification as the divisions are never that clear or
that simple; it is done in order to allow due attention to the marked differences

in selection of content and in reporting style of different newspapers.

This term will generally refer to the manipulation of facts and ideas by the
media to fit with a specific group or culture’s stereotypical ideas and beliefs.
Linguistic and racial differences inform a person’s ideological position. Thus,
a person’s ideological position can be aligned with his/her culture, language,
political position and race, which are all closely linked. According to Gramsci
(2006:16) “The press is the most dynamic part of the ideological structure, but
not the only one. Everything which influences or is able to influence public

opinion, directly or indirectly, belongs to it.”

When referring to the concept of power | draw from the insight of Van Dijk
(1995b:10) by limiting this analysis to properties of social or institutional
power and ignoring the more idiosyncratic dimensions of personal influence,
for example, those of individual journalists. Thus, social power here will be
summarily defined as a social relation between groups or institutions,
involving the control by a (more) powerful group or institution (and its
members) of the actions and the minds of (the members of) a less powerful
group. Such power generally presupposes privileged access to socially valued

resources, such as force, wealth, income, knowledge, or status.

Intercultural vs. Cross-cultural Communication:

According to Gudykunst (2003:1) Cross-cultural communication involves

comparisons of different ways of communicating across different cultures,



regardless of the contact there may be between the various communities.
Intercultural communication on the other hand involves communication

between people from different cultures.

Discourse:  In this context the word discourse can mean: “written or spoken language,
especially when it is studied in order to understand how people use language”

(Macmillan English Dictionary 2007).

Critical Discourse Analysis:
“Critical discourse analysis (CDA) is a type of discourse analytical research
that primarily studies the way social power abuse, dominance, and inequality
are enacted, reproduced, and resisted by text and talk in the social and political
context. With such dissident research, critical discourse analysts take explicit
position, and thus want to understand, expose, and ultimately resist social
inequality” (van Dijk 2001:352). CDA has developed from a general Critical
Theory in the social sciences since the late 1920s. It is only since the 1970s
that the approach has been used in a linguistic context; CDA includes a

number of related, but different analytic approaches.



CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The relevance of this study lies in the interest it has in how people of different cultures but in
regular and systematic contact with one another, deal with difference. In modern society the
media is the single biggest provider of information. If this information is packaged and
disseminated along cultural and racial lines, then the logic as espoused by Lustig and Koester
(2003: 145) applies: through a deductive process culture specific ideas can eventually lead to
ethnocentrism, i.e. stereotyping can lead to prejudice, which can lead to discrimination,
which can eventually become racism. By investigating how language related means are used
to construct certain events and people, it may be possible to trace cycles of ethnocentrism and
stereotyping.  The identification of particular obstacles to success in intercultural
communication can assist in developing greater tolerance and acceptance of others in inter-

and cross-cultural contact.

Culture is a central element of this study and as such necessitates an analysis of
cultural difference as it is portrayed in the media. Most notably the power and social
relations reflected and constructed in the discourse need to be understood. Richardson (2007:
29) (see also Paltridge 2006:180; van Dijk 1998:114; Fairclough 1999:308; Foucault 1997;
Fowler 1991:120) indicates that questions of power are central in discourse analysis, since
power and ideologies may have an effect on each of the contextual levels of production,
interpretation and consumption of discourse. Van Dijk (1985:5) also says that we only tell a
tiny fragment of the story if we do not specify how discourse serves a function in the
creation, the maintenance, or the change of contextual constraints as the dominance, the

power, the status, or the ethnocentrism of the participants. Critical Discourse Analysis



engages with, analyses and critiques social power and how this is represented and, both
implicitly and explicitly, reproduced in the news. Wodak (1989:xv) expands on the
relationship between language and power by saying that language only gains power in the
hands of the powerful, and often a specific language can even symbolise the group or person

in power.

According to Jiargen Habermas and the Frankfurt School (Littlejohn and Foss
2005:322) free speech is necessary for productive normal communication and higher levels of
discourse to take place. Although virtually impossible to achieve, they assert that the ideal
speech situation on which society should be modelled is one where there is complete free

speech.

2.2 CROSS-CULTURAL INTERPRETATIONS

People come to know the world and understand themselves through the actions and words of
others. We frame reality based on the reality of other people — or the representation thereof —
which we see and are exposed to, especially in the media. As Scollon and Scollon (1995:96)
indicate, we enter into a discourse system. According to them this discourse system can be
divided into four areas of influence: the area of discourse, the area of the face system which
covers interpersonal relationship rules, the area of socialization, and the area of ideology or
worldview. ldeology includes the historical and social actions and characteristics of a group.
According to Scollon and Scollon (1995:98) an analysis of a system of discourse should try
to answer four basic questions.

1. What are the historical/social/ideological characteristics of the group? (l.e. What

is their ideology).

2. How is membership and identity learnt/transferred in the group? (Socialisation).

3. What are the ideal forms of communication in the group? (Forms of discourse).



4. What are the preferred or assumed human relationships in the particular group?

(Face systems).

According to this idea by Scollon and Scollon (1995) consideration of such questions will
assist us in better understanding the factors which contribute to the role which the media play
in representing reality through linguistic means. Understanding the discourse system
surrounding the people and events being represented makes it possible to better understand
the linguistic means used to construct ‘reality’. These linguistic means necessitate closer
attention to critical discourse analysis as an analytical framework, and to the discursive

features which construct meanings and identities.

To understand the differences we find in the different media representations, cultural
and ideological characteristics of the texts need to be considered in the context of the social
situation. Some of the questions which arise are: How and to what extent does a prevailing
ideology shape identity? More specifically, how is the identity of the oppressed / victim
shaped by a powerful discourse system indirectly controlled by the prevailing ideology? By
illuminating the underlying concepts by which an (impression of the) identity of an individual
is constructed it will become evident how a medium like a newspaper can be used to subtly
support and even enforce the status quo ideology. The idea of ideology embedded in a text
and disclosed by means of discourse analysis, is also espoused by Wodak and Meyer
(2001:3). They hold that there are three concepts which figure indispensably in all critical
discourse analysis: the concept of power, history, and ideology. The supporting pillars of
these concepts are the language structures which are used, to which we will turn our attention

next.

10



2.3 LANGUAGE AND TEXTUAL DIFFERENCES

The first and most obvious aspect which can be analysed, and which easily stands out in
newspaper documents is the variety of discursive patterns. Recognising discursive patterns
according to Madianou (2005:82), essentially relies on paying attention to the most prevalent
theme which emerges from a text. If certain themes can be established we are able to see
which ideas are more forcefully represented. These discursive patterns can consist of certain
identities, but can also include images of certain things. Examples of these identities and

images are explained in more detail in section 2.4.

When we are dealing with a discourse situation where the particular text also tells a
story and so falls into the genre of narrative (see Paltridge 2006:84), some additional
dimensions are added to the analysis. Labov (2006b) and Edwards (2006) have developed
useful theories of narrative discourse analysis. In general we can consider a narrative as a
series of answers to underlying questions. Labov (2006b:224) says these underlying
questions are firstly, “what was this story about?”, secondly, “who, when, what, where?”,
thirdly, “then what happened?”, fourthly, “so what?”, lastly, “what finally happened”.
According to Edwards (2006:210) you need to analyse the narrative by examining the
interactional and emergent structure. In order to make sense of the story teller’s unfolding
account of the events and their own position-taking in relation to these events and to other
participants, Edwards focuses on a step-by-step rhetorical design articulated in the following
questions:

1. Where does the story begin?
2. Which social categories are constructed and used?
3. Are there competing stories or accounts?

4. Which story does the reporter align with?

11



The sequencing of events in narrative is not given in a universal structure; rather it is
something a speaker (or writer) achieves when (re-)presenting events and legitimising some

account of events that are relevant for the current activity.

The ideological relevance of the discourse has already been emphasised. Van Dijk
(1995a:145) provides a list of discourse structures regularly used to express positive and
negative judgements about groups (‘ingroups’ and ‘outgroups’ as explained in section 2.4).
Such structures apply to different levels and dimensions of text and talk. Van Dijk’s
(1995a:145) lists the following:

- Phonological structures (stress, pitch, volume, intonation) (relevant for talk, not text)

- graphical structures (headlines, bold characters)

- overall ordering and size (first and later, higher and lower, bigger and smaller,
primacy and recency)

- syntactic structure (word order, topicalisation, clausal relations: main and
subordinate, fronted or embedded, split constructions)

- semantic structure (explicit versus implicit, detail and level of description)

- lexical structure (positive versus negative opinion words)

- rhetoric (under- and overstatement, euphemism, litotes; repetition)

- schematic or superstructures

- pragmatic (assertion versus denial; self-congratulations versus accusation)

- interactive (turn-taking: self-selection and dominance; topic maintenance and

change; non-verbal communication: face, gestures, etc.)
Some of these structures are more relevant to talk than to text, and the most relevant
structures need to be extracted according to the situation. Van Dijk (1995:146) also says that
language and discourse have a broad range of structural possibilities to emphasise and de-
emphasise certain bits of information and hence also the ideologically controlled opinions

about ‘ingroups’ and ‘outgroups’.

The next section deals more extensively with the relevance of ideological

representations of identity, by clarifying some of the concepts already mentioned above.

12



2.4 IDENTITY AND IDEOLOGY

In unpacking the term “identity”, van Dijk (1998: 118) says that it refers to both a personal
and a social construct. People construct themselves as being a member of several categories
and groups. This self representation is a gradually constructed abstraction from personal
experiences of events. The conclusion van Dijk (1998:119) reaches is that we need to
distinguish between social or group identity and personal identity. This aligns closely with
Grodin and Lindlof’s (1996:207) idea that identity is both an inward- and an outward looking
concept. By “inward looking” they mean that identity provides a consideration of the
existence of a unity, a coherence that extends across time and situation. By “outward
looking” on the other hand, they mean that identity is a constellation of characteristics and
performances that manifest the self in meaningful action. This identity is the thing(s) that

actually can be observed, to which the concept of a self might apply.

Individuals do not live in isolation, and the same cognitive structures are often shared
among members of groups, leading to ‘social cognition” (van Dijk 1985). The primary way
for cognitive structures to be transferred is through being embedded in orders of discourse,
that is, in the “sets of conventions associated with social institutions” (Fairclough 1989:16),
and realised in the discourse, the “actual talk or writing” (ibid:29), of these institutions or
groups. People are exposed to the cognitive structures common to specific groups when they
come into contact with discourse produced by members of the group, either through personal
interaction or through the media (van Dijk 1988:108). Van Dijk (1998:124) continues to
assert that the social practices, symbols, settings or forms of organisation that are typical for a
group and with which members identify, would be the contextually variable manifestation of
social identity. In line with the subjective nature of ‘feelings of belonging’ or ‘commitment’
with respect to a group, such a socio-cognitive definition would explain that it is not as much

a social practice, symbol, setting or organisation itself that is part of a social identity, as it is

13



the meaning such symbols or practices may have for the group. Van Dijk (1998:125) finally
concludes that this socio-cognitive approach to the analysis of social identity also allows a
systematic relationship with the role of discourse in the construction of identity. Social group
identity is especially also construed by intergroup discourse in which groups and their
members engage for reasons of self-preservation, self-defence, legitimation, persuasion,
recruiting, and so on. According to van Dijk (1998:125) group discourse is a rich source for
the analysis of underlying social identities. Where the term group discourse would mean the
production of meaning by a specifically defined group (either i.e. culturally or

demographically).

Van Dijk (2001:14) also provides a list of some fundamental categories that define
social groupness, and that simultaneously form the basic self-schema organising ideologies.
These include:

(1) membership devices which basically ask who we are, and would include reference to
things like gender, ethnicity, appearance, origin, etc. ;

(2) actions that say what we do;

(3) aims which allude to why we do what we do;

(4) norms and values that explain what we see as good or bad,;

(5) our position in society and how we relate to other groups;

(6) resources and how we claim control and ownership of these.

In order to use discourse to construct social identities Gauntlett (2002:13) reiterates some of
the points made by van Dijk by providing the areas within which identity is constructed.
Gender is only one part of an individual’s sense of self. Ethnicity is an obviously important
aspect of identity, and, like gender, may be felt to be more or less central to self-identity of
each individual. Alternatively, ethnicity could be given inflated significance by external

social circumstances. Other much discussed axes of identity include class, age, disability,
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gender and sexuality. In addition, a range of other factors may contribute to a sense of
identity, such as education, urban or rural residency, cultural background, access to
transportation and communication, criminal record, persecution, refugee status or other
affiliations. Furthermore, whilst usually less significant in terms of overall life chances, any
aspect of the physical body can be relevant to self-identity: for example, whether one is seen

as overweight or underweight, tall or short contributes to the sense of identity.

The study of identity in this thesis rests also on the necessity to understand ideology
and the use, or misuse, of power in a culturally diverse landscape. As Habermas (1999: 92)
claims, language is also a medium of domination and social force. It serves to legitimize
relations of organised power. In so far as the legitimations of power relations are not
articulated, language is also ideological. Fowler (1991:10) reiterates the idea of news as a
social construction being biased in its representation of reality. Journalists will usually
disagree with this assertion. Fowler says that anything that is said or written about the world

is articulated from a particular ideological position.

2.5 CRITICAL DISCOURSE ANALYSIS AND THE TRC

Fowler (1991) is one of the first to give a detailed exposition of critical discourse analysis as
it relates to understanding language in the press. Along with Kress, Hodge and Trew (1979)
his work provides some of the early foundations of Critical Linguistics. He specifically
mentions the importance of language in the news which has been followed by many extensive
studies on the influence of language in the press (see Lennon 2004). Although Fowler’s
suggested analytic tools are rather technical he lays a firm foundation for studies which
concern language, power and the media. This study draws on Fowler’s (1991) views on bias,
news values and stereotypes in the media and notions such as ‘construction of consensus’, it

will not use Fowler’s means of textual analysis. Rather | will draw on methodology suggested

15



by other early publications in CDA, namely Fairclough (1989), Wodak (1989) and Van Dijk
(1985). Other scholars like Altschull (1984) study the media and its role in society more
specifically. As Fowler (1991:25) emphasises the representative power of language, van Dijk
(2001) also elaborates on this with the idea of social construction and the context dependency

of meaning.

There are a number of studies which critically analyse text from a political point of
view, considering how powerful institutions (such as the media) are used in sustaining
oppressive structures. Wodak (2006:125) makes an interesting case by exposing the
legitimisation strategies and the discourse of justification as a narrative of a traumatic past in
the German context. Van Dijk (2002:145) examines social and political inequality,
specifically analysing racial domination and inequality. The same approach can be applied in
other areas of news reporting where, for example, disenfranchised communities suffer from

unequal power relations and related traumatic experiences.

It is important to note that critical discourse analysis, as well as discourse analysis, is
approaches which analyse large units of text and is interested in the discursive construction of
meaning more than in meaning construction by means of smaller grammatical detail.
Nevertheless, it is often the smaller detail in the text that makes the discursive difference, and
then of course it needs to be dealt with. Most CDA theorists rely on the Hallidayan theory of
Systemic Functional Grammar (SFG) in their attention to linguistic structure. This is an
approach to grammar that understands language as largely socially determined, i.e. as a
phenomenon where the structure is determined by the social communicative functions it
needs to perform. Particularly, critical discourse analysts refer to the metafunctions of
language that Halliday introduced. (see further Halliday 1985, Martin and Rose 2003, Bloor
2007). This study, however, does not use SFG. It will relate more to a different tradition,

namely one that considers analysis of text in a social theoretical framework related to
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philosophical, social, anthropological theories of the mid-twentieth century. Van Dijk’s work,
for example, is related to notions of Critical theory developed in the Frankfurt School in the

late 1930s and taken further in the work of Habermas.

In this study, specifically, news reports on abuses of state power and the related TRC
transcripts are studied in such a framework. Other linguistic analyses of TRC discourses
include Blommaert, Bock and McCormick (2006:37ff), that looks at the narrative inequality
in the TRC hearings from a critical discourse perspective, Bock et al (2006:1ff) that considers
meaning “losses” in interpreted and transcribed TRC discourses, and Bock and Duncan
(2006:35ff) that considers the narrator’s role in TRC testimonies. Anthonissen (2006:71)
specifically discusses Critical Discourse Analysis as an analytic tool in considering selected,
prominent features of TRC testimonies. On the TRC in general, a very extensive review of
the literature in a number of fields was done by Verdoolaege (2006:15). This study, however,
aims to combine a consideration of the politically oppressive background with critical

discourse analysis in the media context.
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN

The focus of this study is on the linguistic and discursive means used by various newspapers
in constructing a particular news event. This will be an empirical study of existing textual
data (i.e. Newspapers). Because this study wants to extract significant cultural differences, it
is necessary to analyse newspaper texts from across a spectrum of historically different
political positions; newspapers from different language communities serve different interest
groups and have different audiences. In the South African media the Afrikaans and English
press traditionally represent not only different cultural communities but also opposing
political points of view. For the purpose of this study the following newspapers will be used:
English Papers: Weekly Mail (Mail and Guardian)

Cape Times

Daily Dispatch
Afrikaans Papers: Rapport

Die Burger
From these newspapers the reports of the shooting of the Guguletu Seven event will be
extracted and comparatively analysed. The most prominent reporting of the event was in the
Cape Times and Die Burger. These two both had extensive front page reports immediately
following the event, as well as subsequent reports in 1986 and again in 1996 when the event
was revisited at the TRC hearings. The reports in Rapport, Mail and Guardian and Daily
Dispatch largely reiterated what was given in the local daily newspapers. Rapport elaborated
on what was given in 1986, but did not refer to the event at all in 1996. The Daily Dispatch is

an Eastern Cape publication that now belongs to the same media company as the Cape
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Times; it is evident that in 1986 they got their information from the Cape Times, although

they made some interesting editorial changes.

3.2 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The hypothesis in this study is that the media in representing real events publicly to a given
audience incorporates a set of values, norms and beliefs which are usually culture-bound, and
which reflects the culture of the readership. According to anthropologist Dell Hymes there
are nine categories that can be used to compare different cultures (Littlejohn & Foss
2005:312). One of these categories is a speech event, i.e. an episode which is considered to
be communication by the members of the participating group. A newspaper article can be
considered such a speech event. The actual part from which readers gather information is the

text. Fairclough (2003: 27) refers to the Hallidayan meta-functions as follows:

“...text is multi-functional, performing simultaneous tasks. It is assumed that
texts simultaneously fulfil an ideational function, an interpersonal function
and a textual function. Taking each of these meta-functions in turn, text
simultaneously represent aspects of the world (the physical, social and mental
world); enact social relations between participants in social events and the
attitudes, desires and values of the participants; and coherently and cohesively
connect parts of texts together as a united whole.”

As Richardson (2007:74) points out, the narrative, or story of a newsworthy event, articulates
and sustains common understandings of what the culture deems ordinary and provides us
with a means of organising and therefore comprehending the events of the world around us.
Thus news narratives are, on one level, a reflection and a product of nothing less than a
community’s general cultural assumptions and values — or what they consider to be
important, trivial, fortunate, tragic, good, evil, and so on. To determine the embedded
meanings of news reports this would necessitate an evaluation of the discursive practices of

the newspaper.
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This research is aimed at providing a view of the media landscape as it is influenced
by cultural motives and ideologies. This can be achieved by providing a detailed stylistic,
linguistic and content analysis of the articles published in 1986 on the Guguletu Seven event,
and by comparing these articles to the information on the same event gathered during the
TRC hearings and reported in press articles in 1996. Stylistic and discursive features which
articulate the difference in ideological position taken by the particular newspapers, are
highlighted. In this case the ideological position is culturally influenced and supported. The
objective is not to label any cultural groups as deviant in their reporting, but only to point out
the discrepancies of our reproduction of reality through our cultural lenses. The specific
framework of critical discourse analysis will provide the basic understanding from which the
text is finally interpreted and from which most conceptual tools are drawn. Thus we turn

now to a short discussion on critical discourse analysis and its use in this discussion.

3.2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis

To understand the following section it is necessary to clarify some of the central concepts and
claims which make up the theoretical approach of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).
Particularly one needs to ascertain what sets CDA apart from just discourse analysis. As
Kress (1990:84) points out, CDA has an “overtly political agenda,” which “serves to set CDA
apart from other kinds of discourse analysis” and linguistics, “as well as pragmatics and
sociolinguistics.” While most forms of discourse analysis “aim to provide a better
understanding of socio-cultural aspects of texts” by paying close attention to linguistic and
contextual devices that contribute to the coherence of the text, CDA “aims to provide
accounts of the production, internal structure, and overall organization of texts” with more
attention to construction of various forms of meaning than to coherence only. One crucial

difference is that CDA *“aims to provide a critical dimension in its theoretical and descriptive
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accounts of texts.” Fairclough and Wodak (1997: 271-80) summarize the main tenets of
CDA as follows:

1. CDA addresses social problems;

2. Power relations are discursive;

3. Discourse constitutes society and culture;

4. Discourse does ideological work;

5. Discourse is historical;

6. The link between text and society is mediated,;

7. Discourse analysis is interpretative and explanatory;

8. Discourse is a form of social action.

Wodak (1989: xiv), when talking about critical theory as it relates to CDA, says that a critical
analysis should not remain descriptive or neutral. The interests guiding CDA are aimed at
uncovering injustice, inequality, taking sides with the powerless and suppressed. CDA
acknowledges that no research is objective, not even its own. The general aim of CDA is
then to ‘uncover and de-mystify’ certain social processes, to make mechanisms of
manipulation, discrimination, demagogy, and propaganda explicit and transparent. It is
generally agreed upon that any explicit method in discourse studies, the humanities and social
sciences may be used in CDA research, as long as it is able to adequately and relevantly
produce insights into the way discourse reproduces (or resists) social and political inequality,
power abuse or domination. That is, CDA does not limit its analysis to specific structures of
text or talk, but systematically relates these to structures of the sociopolitical context. (Wodak

& Meyer 2001).

CDA was identified as the means which would bring the clearest answers to the

research questions of this thesis. For the purpose of this thesis certain approaches within
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CDA are employed (cf. references to Van Dijk, Fairclough, Wodak, and others in chapter 2)
to try and effectively answer the relevant questions. Because this thesis uses CDA in a cross-
cultural analysis, culture also plays an important part in the representation of facts, as CDA is
useful in “disclosing the discursive nature of much contemporary social and cultural change

(Anthonissen 2001:18)”.

3.2.2 Theoretical framework

It is evident that Critical Discourse Analysis is an interdisciplinary approach. As a result of
this interdisciplinarity, and due to the nature of my enquiry only certain analytic tools are
selected. Those which would fit the purpose of this study are as follows:

Firstly the context in which the event of the Guguletu Seven happened can be
framed within in the meta-textual functions suggested by Halliday (1985), as elaborated
cursorily by Anthonissen (2001: 23). The three metafuntions considered in the analysis are:

Q) an ideational function of communicating certain content (What information is
to be conveyed?)

(i) an interpersonal function of establishing relations between the various
participants in the discourse (Who are the participants, which identities are
reflected/constructed, what kinds of relations are established?)

(i)  a textual function of creating a text of a particular kind that enables
communication of the content and arrangement of the relation (What choices
were made on various linguistic levels to express content, attitude, relations,

etc?)
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According to Anthonissen (2001:23) the analyst can then ask three general questions about
the choice of representation, construction of identities or relations which are done in a certain
way, namely
Q) What are the social origins of this option? Where and who does it come from?
(i)  What motivations are there for making this choice?

(i) What is the effect of this choice on the various interests of those involved?

These functions will become evident in a detailed exposition of the context and chronology of
the Guguletu Seven event. Anthonissen (2001:20) also says in light of Halliday’s (1985)
ideas that “the interest in and recognition of the importance of context in producing and

interpreting discourse is shared by CDA”.

As already mentioned in section 2.3 the analytic tools suggested by various
theorists might overlap in the sense that they are presented differently, but still tend to
emphasise the same concepts. A useful analytic tool not introduced as part of CDA is
provided by Labov (2006b) and Edwards (2006) who developed theories of narrative
discourse analysis. In general we can consider a narrative as a series of answers to
underlying questions. Labov (2006b:224) says these underlying questions are firstly, “what
was this story about?”, secondly, “who, when, what, where?”, thirdly, “then what
happened?”, fourthly, “so what?”, lastly, “what finally happened?”. According to Edwards
(2006:210) you need to analyse the narrative by examining the interactional and emergent
structure. In order to make sense of the story teller’s unfolding account of the events and
their own position-taking in relation to these events and to other participants, Edwards
focuses on a step-by-step rhetorical design articulated in the following questions:

1. Where does the story begin?
2. Which social categories are constructed and used?

3. Are there competing stories or accounts?
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4. Which story does the reporter align with?

The sequencing of events in narrative is not given in a universal structure; rather it is
something a speaker (or writer) achieves when (re-)presenting events and legitimising an
account of events that is relevant for the current activity. In the analysis of the Guguletu
Seven event, the step-by-step rhetorical design of Edwards will be followed, after the

exposition of the context has been given.

It was also necessary to incorporate some analytic tools which would highlight more
specifically the language related means which stress the ideological implications of the
discourse. Van Dijk (1995a:145) provides a list of discourse structures regularly used to
express positive and negative judgements about groups (‘ingroups’ and ‘outgroups’ as
explained in section 2.4). Such structures apply to different levels and dimensions of text and
talk. Van Dijk’s (1995a:145) lists the following:

- Phonological structures (stress, pitch, volume, intonation) (relevant for talk, not
text)

- graphical structures (headlines, bold characters)

- overall ordering and size (first and later, higher and lower, bigger and smaller,
primacy and recency)*

- syntactic structure (word order, topicalisation, clausal relations: main and
subordinate, fronted or embedded, split constructions)*

- semantic structure (explicit versus implicit, detail and level of description)*

- lexical structure (positive versus negative opinion words)*

- rhetoric (under- and overstatement, euphemism, litotes; repetition)*

- schematic or superstructures

- pragmatic (assertion versus denial; self-congratulations versus accusation)*

- interactive (turn-taking: self-selection and dominance; topic maintenance and
change; non-verbal communication: face, gestures, etc.)

*Indicates structures which were either fully or partially employed in the analysis of

this thesis.

24



Some of these structures are more relevant to talk than to text, and the most relevant
structures need to be extracted according to the situation. In this analysis the most relevant

structures are mentioned in light of this list by van Dijk.

Lastly, moving away from the analytic tools of CDA a short case study is presented at
the end of the analysis to show the absurdness in representing what is referred to as “the
truth”, when there are so many levels of interpretation where understanding can break down.
Mpolweni-Zantsi (in press) refers to such intercultural misunderstanding, where the focus so
far has been on cross-cultural misunderstanding. She indicates most convincingly how one of
the Gugletu Seven mothers could be constructed as a weak witness if information on
culturally determined narrative style and structure is not made available. Her case study
serves to cement the fact that there is no immediately accessible and certain truth”;
regarding the Guguletu Seven it is only long after the actual hearing that more of the possible

meanings of the testimony become clear. This case study is discussed in section 4.5.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS OF DATA

4.1 INTRODUCTION

Newspaper reports form part of our history. Typically newspapers give information on
recent, topical news events. They record the story relatively immediately; then through
archives it remains accessible long after the event happened. We often read newspapers and
take the information as fact or truth. That readers are so trusting, in a sense so gullible, not
only places an enormous responsibility on the journalist, but is often also exploited in how
the news writer frames an event or a story. In this section the newspaper reports on the
Guguletu Seven event will be analysed. As an introductory thought on “truth’ Fairclough has
the following to say:

The only way of gaining access to the truth is through representations of it, and

all representations involve particular points of view, values and goals.... This

does not entail a relativism which sees all representations as equal....

Representations can be compared in terms of their partiality, completeness and
interestedness (Fairclough 1995:46, 47).

4.2 CHRONOLOGY OF THE GUGULETU SEVEN EVENT

To be able to better understand the notions of biased representation and partial reality
exposed to the public through the media, this study attends to media reports on the Guguletu
Seven given at the time of the event and ten years after. To begin with | shall give an outline
of what is known about the Guguletu Seven today. Later the construction of events and
people as it was given in certain sources at the two different times of reporting, will be
outlined. The source texts include (i) newspaper reports at the time of the incident in 1986,
(i) transcripts of the TRC hearings ten years later, in which the event is revisited and more

information becomes available, (iii) newspaper reports at the time of the TRC hearings, and
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(iv) a documentary film produced by Lindy Wilson (1999) after all the other investigations
were finished. These sources combined provide insight into the construction of an historic
event and the various kinds of ‘truth’ that is represented within different communities.
Possibly, we will never know exactly what the intentions, motives and/or planned actions

were of all the parties involved, but in fairly good detail, we do know what happened.

In 1986 South Africa was governed in terms of a state of emergency. This state of
emergency which was declared in June 1985, gave security forces special powers in the
repression of political unrest. It was in the early days of this repressive situation that the
Guguletu Seven incident took place. According to Anthonissen (In press:18) the Guguletu
Seven eventually became a leading case in claiming restitution for unsolicited repressive state

violence that involved gross human rights violations.

Guguletu is a township just outside of Cape Town, South Africa. In 1986 a few
young men were approached by, what they thought to be, a resistance movement aligned with
the African National Congress (ANC). Unknown to the young men this movement was
represented by people popularly known as Askaris among the government agents, the higher
authority who sent them out into townships as undercover collaborators of the state. Askaris
were black men who turned against or away from the armed resistance movement and helped
the apartheid government (Wilson 2001). The men they tried to recruit into the movement,
which they falsely represented, were apparently all unemployed. They were promised
financial reward for their participation in resistance activities, the details of which were not
immediately given to them. Some of the Askaris involved in the Guguletu incident were Mr.
Mbelo, Mr. Maluleka, and Mr. Mbane. Early on Monday morning, March 3™ 1986, on the
first day of their relatively uncertain commitment, the seven new recruits ran into a police
ambush and all seven young men were killed. They were Zandisile Zenith Mjobo, Zola

Alfred Swelani, Mandla Simon Mxinwa, Godfrey Jabulani Miya, Themba Mlifi, Zabonke

27



John Konile and Christopher Piet Ngewu.  The official police version of the event in 1986
was that the police acted on a tip, and prevented a larger terrorist plot from unfolding. One
journalist, Chris Bateman of the Cape Times, who tried to find eyewitnesses to the event,
partially uncovered more than what the police were willing to disclose in the process. It
seems as though other journalists reporting on the case relied on the official police reports of
the event only. It appears that because of the emergency regulations, more attention was
eventually directed by Die Burger at the investigative attempts of the journalist, who had
stepped out of line by relying on more than the information provided by the police, than at the

actual story he was trying to uncover.

Ten years later, when the TRC was established to investigate gross human rights
violations, a clearer picture emerged. The anguish and objections of the mothers and of others
who had known the men, proved to be justified. According to the accounts of the relatives and a
few other witnesses, the children had not been involved in political activity until an undercover
military agent who was posing as a leader in the resistance movement recruited them. “They were
deceitfully recruited for the sole purpose of taking part in a staged ambush set up by a secret
military unit to support state propaganda on the severity of internal terrorist threats and to justify
intensified police “intervention’ in the townships” (Anthonissen In press:19). The youngsters had
been lured into the ambush and intentionally, brutally shot down. The police testimony at the
TRC suggests that the officers involved may also have been limitedly informed on the extent of
the intervention plan. A middle level officer, Riaan Bellingham, confessed to being the link that
this event had with Vlakplaas and its director Eugene de Kock. According to the testimony of Mr
Martinus Ras (1999:1) Vlakplaas was a farm that served as the headquarters of the South
African Police counterinsurgency unit C10 (later called C1) working for the apartheid

government in South Africa. The C-designation of the counterinsurgency unit was its official
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name but the whole unit became known as Vlakplaas and was commanded by Eugene de

Kock.

Bellingham was the one who planned this event with the Askaris. Ten years after the
event the TRC investigating team uncovered documents kept at the Mitchell’s Plain police station
that explained the Vlakplaas link. The ammunition and transport of the Guguletu Seven were
supplied by Vlakplaas. The mini-bus which they travelled in with some of the Askaris on the
fateful morning belonged to the Vlakplaas security police. Photos were uncovered which showed
the stockpile of ammunition claimed to belong to the Seven was the same stockpile of weapons
photographed in a police officer’s car prior to the event, with a claim that it belonged to the
police. It was wrapped in exactly the same blanket. This led the investigation to the point where
even the famed hand grenade explosion, which started the whole shooting according to the police,
was brought into question. The hole which the alleged hand grenade had made was very small
and not much damage had been done. Weapons had been planted on the victims, and the Askaris
had been told before the time to make sure that the Seven did not have too much ammunition, yet

it had to look convincing.

Attempts to silence the reports alternative to those officially released, continued for ten
years following the event. Questions of eyewitnesses and of people close to the deceased were
left unanswered; tributes of their home community at the funerals were banned; military and

police collaborators were protected from thorough interrogation on a number of occasions.

The story that emerged from the reports right after the incident and right after the TRC
hearings are the focus of this study. By comparing the 1986 reports to the transcripts of the TRC
hearings and the news reports at the time of the TRC hearings, we can establish what kinds of
representations were available after each occasion. Our interest is in the extent to which the

media, from different ideological perspectives, portrayed the events and the people involved in
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this event, where the ideological position was heavily influenced by the cultural values, beliefs

and norms.

43  THE DETAILS COVERED IN THE REPORTS

Gudykunst (2003:57) asserts that speakers purposefully apply linguistic codes toward social ends
in culturally defined situations. It is argued by Gudykunst that every culture has a distinctive
speech code that implicates a culturally distinctive psychology, sociology and rhetoric. Thus to
be able to better understand the cultural differences at the time of the event, it is necessary to
analyse the linguistic code used. This will not only entail looking at the actual words and story,
but also at the things which were not said, but maybe deliberately omitted or presented in another
perspective. When looking at news from a cultural perspective it is necessary to understand the
status of news as discourse. According to Caldas-Coulthard (2003:274) news is not a natural
phenomenon emerging from real facts in life, but is rather socially and culturally determined.
“News producers are social agents in a network of social relations who reveal their own stance
towards what is reported. News is not the event, but the partial, ideologically framed report of the
event.” Each telling of an event is a recontextualisation of that event. Recontextualisations
involve substitution, deletion or addition of elements of a given social practice. According to
Caldas-Coulthard (2003:276) events and people in each new contextualisation are represented
according to the goals, values, and priorities of that communication. This is very relevant when
we recognise the different value systems which informed divergent goals that created the news

articles describing the Guguletu Seven.

In the following section a short sketch of each of the newspapers listed below will be
given in the light of the real story or the “truth” sketched in the previous section. The aim is to
establish what the reader of each of these newspapers would have gathered about the events and

the people involved had they relied on the media for the “truth”. The differences in cultural
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emphasis as illustrated in papers published in different languages, will become clear in this
section.

The newspapers analyzed for the purpose of this project are as follows:

The Cape Times: (Eng) 1986 and 1996

The Daily Dispatch: (Eng) 1986 and 1996

The Mail and Guardian: (Eng) only 1996 (Known as the Weekly Mail in 1986)
Die Burger: (Afr) 1986 and 1996

Rapport: (Afr) 1986 only

The event of the Guguletu Seven took place in the Western Cape, and as such it was mostly
reported in the newspapers of the region; the Cape Times and Die Burger have been selected on
this account. Reports on the incident in two national newspapers were also selected, one
Afrikaans and one English, the Rapport and the Mail and Guardian respectively. Copies of all

sources which have been used in the analyses of the following sections are included in Appendix 1.

The analyses will be presented as follows: The Rapport is presented first followed by the
Mail and Guardian. The reason is that the Rapport and the Mail and Guardian are the two
newspapers that had the least to say about the event. The Daily Dispatch is dealt with next, before the
Cape Times and Die Burger, because it is very much the same as the Cape Times in terms of the
ideological positions it takes, yet it was an independent paper at the time of the Guguletu incident.
The Cape Times and Die Burger is dealt with last, because they are the two most relevant papers, with

the most coverage.

4.3.1 The Rapport

The Rapport is an Afrikaans Sunday newspaper; the only one of its kind circulated nationally,
with a circulation total of 1 762 000 per week in the period from January — June 2000 (Wigston

2001:58). As is the case in very many Afrikaans households, | grew up reading this newspaper
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every week. Reading the Sunday newspapers is as much a cultural activity as discussing rugby

and politics around a braaivleis fire.

4.3.1.1 The 1986-reports on the Guguletu Seven

The event was reported in Rapport on 9 March 1986, which was the first Sunday after it
happened. The article was published on page 6 which indicates it was newsworthy but certainly
not the main news of the week. The heading of the article reads:

1'.  Nuuskierigheid keer ANC-bloedbad
“Curiosity stopped ANC-bloodbath”.

The heading already makes it evident that the actions of the police are being heralded as
something heroic and good. In this article the Guguletu Seven are referred to as terroriste,
“terrorists”, and no mention is made of their death as individuals, no names are mentioned, no
family relations, no address or anything which identifies them, only that they shot at the police
and the police returned fire. The article focuses on the three policemen who had apparently been
curious and thus were able to stop the attack in time. The article goes on to say:

2. Die aanvalle sou waarskynlik die ANC se inleiding gewees het tot ‘n verskerpte
3. aanslag teen Polisie- en Weermag-teikens.
“The attack would probably have been the ANC’s introduction to a sharpened

resistance against Police and Army targets”.
The ideology of the then government is illustrated in this statement. With the state of emergency
it was necessary to remind the public of the reasons for the emergency. The message here entails
that terrorists were planning more attacks than just this one. The article also stated that the
Rapport had obtained very - betroubare inligting “trustworthy information”. This is said of
information given to all the reporters at a police briefing after the event, thus the source of the

reliable information had not been checked or otherwise verified; police statements were accepted

! These numbers do not indicate extract numbers, but are merely line numbers for reference purposes in this
chapter.
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on face value. Nevertheless, the report does not mention who the source is; the reporter relies on
the reader to trust the journalistic integrity of Rapport. The most prominent feature of this article
though is the interview with the three speurders “investigators”. The accounts given by the
investigators are put in direct form as if they are directly cited. This gives the information
immediacy and could be calculated to prompt sympathy for the danger they had put their lives in.
Captain Kleyn said:

4. Ekwas nogal aan die dink dat my vrou seker kwaad sou wees as sy nou ‘n weduwee
5. word, toe ontplof die ding.
“l was just thinking that my wife would be mad [at me] if she had to become a widow, and
then the thing exploded”.
The article ends by saying:

Intussen het die ander polisiemanne wat hul patrolliewerk wou voortsit, die

6

7. ontploffing en die skote gehoor en begin terugskiet. Die polisie van die een kant van
8.  die straat af, die terroriste van die ander kant af met die drie speurders reg in die

9

middel.
“In the meantime the policemen who were on patrol heard the explosion and shooting and
started shooting back. The police from one side of the street, the terrorists from the other side

with the three investigators right in the middle”.
The reporter seems to portray the three “investigators” as heroes. They were supposedly heroic
because they had been curious enough to look out for the safety of the community and respond
appropriately when they found imminent danger; also they had fought back at the potential cost

of their lives, caught in the middle of an unforeseen terror plot.
4.3.1.2 The 1996 reports on the Guguletu Seven

In 1996 when the TRC hearings brought some new information and a different construction of
the event and who the participants in the Guguletu Seven event had been, the Rapport did not
mention anything about it. Their 1986 story was relatively short and insignificantly placed. In

1996 Rapport made little mention of most of the TRC hearings; often their focus was on the
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absurdity of certain people (mainly white officials) being summoned to testify, most notably

some of the more prominent security force leaders who were seen as good Afrikaners.

4.3.2 The Mail and Guardian

Searching through all the editions of the Mail and Guardian at the time of the Guguletu Seven, it
appears that the Mail and Guardian focussed on the broader issues of injustice, rather than being
caught up in the details of a specific cases which nobody knew the truth about. It does feel a little
out of place for the Mail and Guardian not to say much about the Guguletu Seven, because they

were known as an independent paper critical of the government’s policies.

4.3.2.1 The 1986 reports on the Guguletu Seven

The Mail and Guardian, then still published as the Weekly Mail, did not report much on the
Guguletu Seven in 1986. They did at the time, however, report critically on many of the
government’s security related activities and human rights abuses. In the 21 March 1986 edition
they posted a photo of the funeral of the Guguletu Seven. They did however make a mistake with
the caption of this photo. According to the subscript it was of a New Brighton funeral of seven
alleged ANC members, and special mention is made of the white people attending and the UDF
(United Democratic Front) T-shirts they were wearing. The only clue to the real origin of this
photo and its related story is found in the Cape Times newspaper, where the same picture is used,
with explicit reference to the Guguletu event and the funeral being held there, not in New
Brighton (New Brighton is in the Eastern Cape, Port Elizabeth). Thus the Weekly Mail had
disappointingly little, and proved not to be completely reliable on an event that had made quite

big headlines in daily English newspapers in the preceding week.
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4.3.2.2 The 1996 reports on the Guguletu Seven

The Guguletu Seven still seemed not to receive due attention of the Mail and Guardian in 1996
(29 November 1996:10). In a certain sense this can be understood, because there were so many
other cases where the outrage might even have been bigger than at the atrocity of the Guguletu
Seven. The Guguletu Seven story was touted with a few other stories based on the front page
story of the then minister of Justice Jimmy Kruger having said in official minutes that more
people should be killed. A subscript on the front page read
10. “Police admit complicity in Cape ANC killings”
in its reference to the Guguletu Seven. On page 10 the story is found under the heading:

11. “Editors “‘bent over backwards’ for apartheid”, with the sub-heading:
12. “Police admit killing the ‘Seven’”.

In about 200 words the story of the Guguletu Seven is given in an insert to the main article. The
Mail and Guardian seemed more interested in reporting the general atrocities of the past than
focussing on one story of a single event. It must also be understood that the Mail and Guardian
is a national newspaper, and the Guguletu Seven happened in the Western Cape. The Mail and
Guardian had to cover stories from a wide spectrum, if they were to at least mention most of the
TRC hearings. Concerning the TRC hearings of the Guguletu Seven, we find that the testimony
of the journalist Tony Weaver from the Cape Times received much attention because of the
complaints he brought against the supposed liberal English media. Probably to assert their
independence, and their fairness — thus to claim their lack of bias — the Mail and Guardian
highlighted this fact; they insisted on being seen as not to be part of the liberal media who “bent
over backwards” for the apartheid government. The Mail and Guardian mentions all the names

of the Guguletu Seven.
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4.3.3 Die Burger

Die Burger is a daily Afrikaans newspaper with its circulation mainly in the Western Cape.
According to Wigston (2001:57) Die Burger had a daily circulation of 600 000 in the January —
June 2000 period. It is one of the oldest newspapers in the country, and was at the time the only

Afrikaans daily newspaper in the Western Cape.
4.3.3.1 The 1986 reports on the Guguletu Seven

Die Burger ran a full front page story of the Guguletu Seven on the 4™ of March 1986. The
headline read:

13. Polisie skiet sewe dood by Kaap - ANC-loval gefnuik
“Police shoot seven dead in Cape - ANC trap foiled”.

From the main article we gather that a number of ANC terrorists were trying to lure a minibus
carrying policemen into a trap. This was reported to have been the onset of an increased attack
by the ANC against, especially, the white police and military targets. Through this act of Killing
the Seven, the police claimed to have attempted to stop what could have been a bloodbath for
police and possibly also civilians. The report goes on to say that the police’s actions are seen as a
great breakthrough against terror in the Western Cape. This article adds something which none
of the other newspapers picked up. It mentions that most of the Seven had been involved in
previous terror attempts. Apparently only two of the Seven were locals, and the others had come
in from the Free State and the Transvaal. The article then elaborates on the ammunition which
was used. This gave an identity to the Seven which was very soon proven to be completely

fabricated. The front page additionally has a few complementary articles. One headline reads:

14. Kenner in landsveiligheid — SAP op platteland word geteiken

“Expert on safety — SAP in countryside becomes target”.
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This article states that the Guguletu Seven’s mission might have been an attempt by the ANC to
succeed in their threat to attack police and military targets.
The third article on the front page was titled:

15. Al hoe meer terroriste loop hul vas

“More and more terrorists run into difficulties”.

Apparently since the ANC started renewed attacks the previous year, a large number of terrorists
had been apprehended and/or killed. A list of about eight cases is provided to prove the success
of the security forces. A sketch of the event is also given in the top left corner, with an
explanation of what had happened. The terrorists are numbered 1-7, and number 5 is indicated as
having been killed first. Nowhere are the Seven named. A photo of the three “investigators”

holding some of the confiscated ammunition is shown.

The next day Die Burger (5 March 1986:1) reported not only on the events of the
shooting in Guguletu, but also on the difficulties which the Cape Times newspaper was having
with the police due to a claim that their reporter had interviewed witnesses who had seen the
policemen shooting some of the men who tried to give themselves up. The article quotes captain
Calitz who said that the police would not be so stupid as to shoot a terrorist whom they are able to
capture. He alleged that they are aware that the intelligence to be obtained if terrorists are
captured alive would be valuable, thus the police would only have shot to kill because they had
no other choice. Effectively captain Calitz denied the fact that the Cape Times had found
witnesses stating the contrary. Die Burger ran two subsequent articles, one on the 11" of March
about the three witnesses, just saying that the Cape Times was not prepared to hand over the
names, and another on the 15" of March about the concern of the Police Commissioner, Coetzee,
and the fact that the story of the Cape Times had been a misrepresentation. The story is briefly
recounted by the Commissioner who tries to debunk the eyewitness accounts as myths and to

give legitimacy to the official police version of the story.
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4.3.3.2 The 1996 reports on the Guguletu Seven

A day before the Guguletu Seven TRC hearings scheduled for the 27™ of November 1996 Die
Burger published a very short piece with the heading implying that the police had confessed to
the wrongful killing of the Seven in 1986. The article itself, however, does not say anything
about a confession but only pre-empts the forthcoming TRC hearing. The very day the Guguletu
Seven hearing started, on the 27" November 1996, the station commissioner of the Mitchell’s
Plain police office, director Johan Kleyn, said that he had not confessed, but had only testified.

According to him, admission of guilt is not included in the meaning of the word “testify”.

On the 28™ November Die Burger placed a report on the fact that there had indeed been
eyewitnesses to the incident. The headline on p.8 reads:
16. Koshuisma en kinders sien Guguletu skietery
“Hostel mother and children see Guguletu shooting”, with a subheading stating:
17. Man met 2 skote in kop neergevel, hoor WVK
“Man killed with 2 shots to head, hear TRC”.
The story of two eyewitness accounts is briefly told. The one witness was Mr. Ronald Benting,
the bus driver for the special needs school close to the scene of the shooting. Mr. Benting and the
rest of the children, as well as the hostel supervisor, Mrs. Pat Smith, had seen how the police shot
a man at point blank range, after it seemed that he was not yet dead. They were driven away by
the police when the police realised what they had seen. The other witness was Mr. General
Sibaca, who testified to the shooting they had seen from the Dairy Belle hostel across the road
from the scene of the shooting. He had seen a black man walking towards a white man with his
hands in the air. The white man took the weapon from the black man’s hip and another policeman
shouted Skiet hom! “Shoot him!” The black man was brought down with a knee in his back and

shot twice. The last story recounted in the article is that of Mr. Rudolf Lazarro. Mr. Lazarro had

been robbed just before the Guguletu incident. Later he was asked if he could identify the men in
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the photos (the Seven) as the robbers whom he had seen a few days earlier. He could not. Only
after the TRC investigation was it determined that Mr. Lazzaro’s signature had been falsified to
provide evidence of criminal activity connected to the Guguletu Seven, which was used at a

police inquiry into the deaths of the Seven shortly after the incident.

4.3.4 The Daily Dispatch

The Daily Dispatch is a daily newspaper published and circulated in Port Elizabeth, Eastern
Cape. The Daily Dispatch was one of only two independent daily newspapers in the country at
the time, the other being the Natal Witness published independently until about November 1987.
Although the newspaper was independent at the time of the Guguletu incident, it made use of
news received from a correspondent at the Cape Times for the story, changing a few words to suit
its political point of view better. The Daily Dispatch was sold to Times Media in 1987, thus by

1996 it belonged to the same publishers as those who owned the Cape Times.

4.3.4.1 The 1986 reports on the Guguletu Seven

The Daily Dispatch described the actual event of the shooting in great detail, and it seems that
almost all the facts gained from the official police story were published. The Daily Dispatch (4
March 1986:1) brought in one significant change in the story they received from the Cape Times:
they changed the referring expression “guerrilla’ to “terrorist™. Although their story was based
on information from the Cape Times, they did not mention anything about the additional article
which the Cape Times ran about the witnesses, and they abbreviated the story a little by deleting
the section explaining the exact weapons used. They also did not mention that a number of
youngsters had started throwing stones after the event was over, and that the police responded by

giving the youngsters a few warning shots with their service pistols. The story was not
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accompanied by any photos or other supporting articles. It was front page news with a headline
that read:

18. “7 terrorists die in police shootout”.

4.3.4.2 The 1996 reports on the Guguletu Seven

The Daily Dispatch seems to have done a very thorough job of reporting the events surrounding
the Guguletu Seven after the TRC hearings. They published an initial article on the 28"
November titled:
19. “Conflicting evidence on Guguletu shooting”.

This article seems to be one of the first of only a very few reports that highlighted the suspicion
that the police had shot seven innocent young men. They also highlighted the grief of the parents,
naming the people involved for the first time. The headline of the second article published on the
29" November reads:

20. *“Chaos erupts during police ambush video” with a subheading

21. “Policeman tells how he shot “terrorist” in 1986”.
This whole article essentially recounts the story of Mrs Ngewu, mother of Christopher Piet
Ngewu who threw her shoe at Director Johan Kleyn after she had watched the police video taken
right after the incident. A short insert describes how Director Johan Kleyn defended his actions in
shooting and killing a young man. According to him he had acted in self-defence, and could not
have made an arrest if the young man had run away. The testimony of the parents as reported in
the Daily Dispatch draws attention to the fact that the youngsters had not been involved in

political activity.
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4.3.5 The Cape Times

Compared to all the other newspapers, the Cape Times had the most extensive coverage of the
Guguletu Seven incident. One of their reporters, Chris Bateman, in his response to a tip that there
had been an unrest-related incident and following the police barring reporters from getting close
to the scene, had tried to find eyewitnesses to the incident. He went to the Dairy Belle Hostel that
overlooked the area of the shooting, and he found people willing to tell what they had seen.
Although the editor did not want to make the eyewitness account the main story, he did allow
Bateman to publish some of the news he had collected that gave an alternative version of the
events compared to what the police had released. Bateman was later subpoenaed by the police to
provide the names of the eyewitnesses. The Cape Times had a circulation of 355 000 per day as
reported between January — June 2000 (Wigston 2001:57). This is about half the circulation of

Die Burger during the same time period.
4.3.5.1 The 1986 reports on the Guguletu Seven

The main heading reads on the 4™ of March reads:
22. “7 die in battle with police”.

Above this heading was a smaller caption which reads:
23. *“Man with hands in air shot — witness”.

Yet a third heading underneath these two articles reads:
24. “Jeers as police wash away blood”.

The main story was exactly the same as the story in the Daily Dispatch — in fact it had originated
with the Cape Times. The only addition to the Cape Times story was the more elaborate
description of the weapons which had been found, and the riot after the event was finished. The
stories which set the Cape Times apart though are the two smaller reports, above and below the

main story. The evidence of the witnesses tells of a man with his hands in the air, trying to
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surrender, who was then shot by the police. Another is reported to have been “finished off”, shot
in the head at point-blank range, according to two witnesses. Someone else had seen the police
take a gun from a man’s belt; hit him with a knee in the stomach and someone else shouting that
they should shoot him, which they did. The comment at the end mentions that the police rejected
the eyewitness claims “with the contempt they deserve”. The second smaller article sketches the
mood of the people of Guguletu, and their apparent feeling that the seven men who had been

killed had been innocent. This short report concludes with a telling remark:
25. “A policemen waved from the passenger seat of a Casspir as he drove past.”

Such an utterance communicates with a degree of irony that the appearance was given that the
people of Guguletu were being ‘mocked’ by the government. These two articles are in interesting
contrast to the main article — the content of the smaller reports is not completely concordant with

that of the main article. Chris Bateman wrote the main article, and one of the contrasting articles.

Referring to these two smaller articles the Cape Times followed up a few days later with
more witnesses and testimonies of onlookers and others related to the seven youngsters. On the
5" of March the headline to the article on page two reads:

26. “Mothers of ‘guerrillas’ speak”.

The testimony of two of the families of the seven men was that they had never been involved in
any political activity. Mr. Jabulani Miya and Mr. Christopher Piet’s families claimed that they
had been looking for work. Christopher had a girlfriend and a 17 month-old daughter. He was
the sole bread winner, because his father could not work. Then on the 7" of March a small article

shows the reporter, Chris Bateman, and the headline reads:
27. “Reporter subpoenaed over Guguletu killings”.

The police wanted the names of the eyewitnesses which he refused to give until the witnesses

themselves were willing to testify. On the 12" of March another article headline read:
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28. “Mothers of “guerrillas’ call for public inquiry”.
The article tells of Mr. Simon Mandla, one of the Seven, who, according to his mother, was
mentally ill, and an outpatient at VValkenberg Hospital. This already makes it seem implausible
that he could have been involved in a plot of the magnitude described by the police. In the
meantime the community started arranging for the funeral of the Seven. On the 15" of March the
Cape Times reported:

29. “Curbs on ‘ANC 7’ funeral in Guguletu”.
This article basically stated the government restriction on making a public event of the funeral,
but it led to another article on page 2 of which the headline reads:

30. “’Guerrillas’: More claims”.
Another witness, Mr. van der Merwe recounted how he had seen a man shot at close range by a
police officer of rank (recognised because he commanded others). Mr. van der Merwe also made
an appeal for an independent investigation. On the 17" March the Cape Times reported

elaborately on the funeral on the front page.
4.3.5.2 The 1996 reports on the Guguletu Seven

On the 28" November 1996 the Cape Times revisited the TRC investigation in two articles on
page 8. The heading reads:

31. “Guguletu Seven ‘executed’” with a smaller heading which reads:

32. “Journalists’ press conference ban recalled”.
The article topicalises the journalist Chris Bateman, who testified at the TRC hearing, giving
particular details of the witnesses he had found in 1986 who had seen what had happened during
the shooting. Still, the story does not provide the new revelations disclosed at the TRC, and is not
very forceful in its disclosures. The article ends by saying that the police had been cleared of any
responsibility for the incident on two consecutive enquiries right after the incident. The second

article titled:
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33. “Police “falsified affidavit to implicate Guguletu 7°”

This article was not covered by an in-house journalist as had been the case with the previous

article; it had been taken from SAPA. This article relates the account of Mr. Rudi Lazzaro who

had been robbed before the incident, and asked afterwards to identify the robbers from photos of

the Seven. He had not recognised the robbers, yet the police falsified an affidavit claiming that he

had identified them as the robbers, thereby constructing evidence to implicate them in criminal

activities, and to cement their case in both inquests just after the event. The article also relates the

account of the eyewitnesses, Mr. Ronald Benting and Mr. General Sibaca.

43.6 Summary of Reported Events

Table 41 REPORTED FACTS OF THE GUGULETU SEVEN EVENT IN 1986 ACROSS FIVE MAJOR

NEWSPAPERS.

1986 First Report after 05/03 07/03 11/03 12/03 15/03
Event

Rapport 1-5; 8, 9,15, 16

Mail & 4

Guardian

Burger 1-5; 8-11,; 17 18 6 18

Daily Dispatch 1,3-5,9,19

Cape Times 1,3-7;9,10,12, 14 13 18 13 7

19 key facts attributed to the newspaper and listed below, reported this information as factual.

1. Seven men were killed in Guguletu.

2. Three investigators were involved and foiled the plot.

3. Hand grenade went off and then shooting started.

4. The Seven men were ANC.

5. The reason for the attack was to fulfil an ANC agenda.

6. Eyewitnesses were found.

7. Eyewitnesses were interviewed.
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8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Eventual target was the police office in Guguletu and Manenberg.

No lives were lost on the police side.
Weapons used by the Seven were Russian.
The Seven were involved in other terrorist activities before the incident.
A crowd gathered after the incident and threw stones at the police.
The mother’s testimony about the character of their sons were reported.
Senior police officers toured the scene.
The “terrorists’ were late for their planned attack.
The Seven were walking with hands in pockets / or just looked suspicious.
The Seven were well trained.
The Cape Times is in trouble with their eyewitness reporting.

The target of the seven was a police mini-bus.

Table 4.2 REPORTED FACTS OF THE GUGULETU SEVEN IN 1996 ACROSS FIVE MAJOR NEWSPAPERS.

1996 Pre-empting the First Report after A day after the
TRC testimony on TRC hearing rest of the papers
26" and 27" of Nov

Rapport - - -

Mail & Guardian - 16,17 ,18, 19, 20, -

Burger 15 10, 11, 12, -

Daily Dispatch - 2,5,7,8,13,21 1,2 3,4,

Cape Times - 10, 11, 12, 18, 19, 20 -

1. Reported on TRC hearing and the video which was shown on the event.

2. Tells of 9 policemen subpoenaed to testify.

3. Tells of the incident where Ms. Ngewu threw her shoe at Mr. Knipe.

4. Reported on Mr. Kleyn’s testimony as he shot one of the seven.

5. Ms. Irene Mxinwa testified to her son Simon’s character.

6. Ms. Ngewu testified to her son Christopher’s character.

7. Ms. Edith Njobo testified to her son Zandisile’s character.




8. Ms. Elsie Mbenyana testified to her son Zabonke’s character.

9. Mentions the testimony of any other relative or parent of the Seven.

10. Told the story of Mr. Rudi Lazarro and the falsified affidavit.

11. Mentions the witness Mr. Roland Benting.

12. Mentions the witness Mr. General Sibaca.

13. Mentions any other witnesses, not by name.

14. Mentions the testimony of the police officers.

15. Pre-empts the TRC hearing by saying something about the people to testify.
16. Mentions Vlakplaas involvement

17. Mentions the Askaris and / or Bellingham

18. Makes mention of the Newspapers’ role in the issue, especially Mr. Bateman and Weaver.
19. Says outright that the Seven were killed or executed.

20. Mentions all the names of the Seven.

21. Mentions some of the names of the Seven.

4.3.7 Prominent differences in uses of referential expressions

At this point it is necessary to reflect on some of the differences we find between the
Afrikaans and English newspapers. From just the headlines discussed in the previous section
we can see how the newspapers were biased in their representation. The headline gives clues
as to the selection criteria each used. Reah (1998) gives more information on the language
and structure which is used in headlines and the effect these have on focussing reader
attention on some aspects of events rather than others. We find that just in the headlines of
the Afrikaans newspapers they identified the Seven as ANC members by referring to the
event as one planned by the ANC, using the phrases: “ANC-bloodbath” and “ANC trap

foiled”. The Cape Times, in contrast, constructed the men differently. Their headlines
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presented the seven men as victims in topicalising their death. Their own agency is not
completely denied as there is reference to a “battle”, but they were clearly in the weaker
position. The phrase used was “7 die in battle with police”, with no direct reference to a
possible ANC connection. In general we find the Afrikaans newspapers focus on the terrorist
angle. They tried to make a point of the threat of terrorism and the tough job the police have
to protect the people against this threat. The secondary focus of the Afrikaans papers was the
actions of the police force and the investigators. The Rapport especially portrayed the
investigators as heroes. The English papers on the other hand seemed willing to question the
official story, especially the Cape Times. The English papers’ focus was more on the plain
facts of what happened, without the ideological connection of terrorism and the ANC. The
most prominent difference was the reports of the eyewitness accounts mentioned in the Cape
Times. The Afrikaans papers later only reported on the deviancy of the Cape Times to report
something against the establishment, but they never probed the allegations of police

complicity.

44  STYLISTIC AND DISCURSIVE FEATURES

In this section two different avenues of analysis are explored. Discursive features as
described by van Dijk (1995a:144) are used as a basis to analyse the discourse structures
most evident in the newspaper articles. These include features such as graphical structures,
lexical style, and others. The second process of analysis is based on the ideas of Labov
(2006a:37) and Edwards (2006:210). Their ideas are mostly developed for oral narratives,
but can be adapted to fit this analysis of textual narratives. It centres mostly on the broader
story of the event by looking at the orientation, evaluation and complicating action as
espoused by Labov or answering the questions articulated by Edwards: “Where did the story

begin?” and “Which social categories are created?”. It must be kept in mind that an
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important aim in this thesis is to point out the broader differences in the narratives produced
in reference to the same event by different newspapers (representing different ideological
positions, cultures and languages) and at different times, i.e. directly after the event and in
trying to reconstruct the event ten years later. These analyses are intended to provide
evidence that the obvious differences are related to differences in ideology and culture

attached to each newspaper.

According to Edwards (2006: 210), you need to analyse narrative by examining the
interactional and emergent structure of the text. In order to make sense of the story teller’s
(in this case the reporter’s) unfolding account of the events and their own position-taking
relation to these events and to other participants, Edwards focuses on a rhetorical design
which can be disclosed step-by-step by means of the following set of questions:

1. Where does the story begin?

2. Which social categories are constructed and used?

3. Are there competing stories or accounts?

4. Which story does the reporter align with?

For the purpose of this exercise it is not possible to analyse all the newspaper reports referred
to in the previous section. The focus of this section will be only on certain aspects of the

Afrikaans and English versions of the story.

4.4.1 Where does the story begin?

To understand the cultural difference between the newspapers it is necessary to consider how
the newspapers in question start their account of the events, and to analyse the discursive
features used. The texts published in the two Afrikaans papers, Rapport and Die Burger, will
be compared to texts covering the same events in the Cape Times. As the Daily Dispatch’s

reports were largely copies of the Cape Times reports, these will not be dealt with separately.
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The main stories of the newspapers started their account of the incident with the

following headings and opening sentences:

Die Burger (4 March 1986:1):

34

35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

ANC-Lokval gefnuik. “ANC trap foiled”

Bloedbad was hul doel. “Bloodbath was their aim”

Die sewe ANC-terroriste wat gister in ‘n kort, maar bloedige skermutseling in

Guguletu deur lede van “n polisietaakmag doodgeskiet is, wou vir ‘n

personeelbussie vol polisiemanne ‘n hinderlaag Ié.

“The seven ANC terrorists that were shot dead by a police task force in a short but
bloody encounter in Guguletu wanted to set a trap for a personnel mini-bus full of
policemen”.

Na die hinderlaag sou hulle die polisiekantore van Guguletu en Manenberg —
waartussen die bussie soggens en saans ry — aangeval het, verneem Die Burger.

“After the trap they would have attacked the police offices in Guguletu and Manenberg
where between the mini-bus travels every day — Die Burger gathered”.

Rapport (9 March 1986:6):

41.
42.
43.
44,

45,

Nuuskierigheid keer ANC-bloedbad. “Curiosity stopped ANC bloodbath”.

Drie speurders se nuuskierigheid en ‘n uitgebrande motor het Maandag

waarskynlik een van die grootste stedelike terreurdade ooit in Suid Afrika

voorkom.

“The curiosity of three inspectors and a burned out car probably prevented one of the
biggest urban terror deeds ever in South Africa on Monday”.

Sewe terroriste is uiteindelik in ‘n bloedige skietgeveg dood.

“Seven terrorist died finally / eventually in a bloody gunbattle”.

Cape Times (4 March 1986:1):

46.
47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.

“7 die in battle with police.”

“Seven suspected urban guerrillas were shot dead in a gunbattle with police in
Guguletu early yesterday, seconds after being confronted by peninsula Murder
and Robbery Unit detectives on NY1.”

“Two policemen were lightly wounded; one after a hand-grenade was hurled at a
police vehicle and another by flying glass.”

“In what appeared to be a carefully planned police operation, the detectives

confronted the suspects about 7:20am soon after they alighted from a stolen mini-bus.”
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It is clear from the outset that the Afrikaans papers refer immediately to the men as members
of the ANC in lines 34, 36 and 41. The English paper emphasises that these men are only
suspected in line 47 of being guerrillas and that the actions ascribed to them, are indeed only
imputed. The Afrikaans papers draw attention to and emphasise the aim and consequences of
the Seven’s alleged actions: they are said to have planned an attack on the police. Such
information is given, although no source is specified. It is presented as justification for the
police having killed them. The headlines in both Die Burger and Rapport use the word
“bloodbath” in lines 35 and 41 with reference to the intentions and likely outcome of what the
young men had set out to do. The effect of such a word is likely to be alarming. It is certainly
more emotive than alternatives such as “aanval” (“attack”), or “ernstige beserings” (*serious
injuries”) that may as well have been what such “guerrillas” were up to, if there had been any
truth at all in the allegations. The reporters could count on an audience response that would
condone the police killings; after all, nobody would want a bloodbath to occur. Curiously
enough the word “bloodbath” in these instances does not refer to the outcome of the shooting
event itself, but to what would have happened if the police had not intervened. That the
intervention itself was a “bloodbath” is mystified in the reports. The Afrikaans reports present
the shooting and killing of the men as preventive actions of the police. These reports portray
the police and the investigators as being heroic, as good and alert professionals who

prevented a disaster by being suitably curious (see line 41 and 42).

Line 45 has an interesting linguistic feature. The word “uiteindelik™ in Afrikaans can
either mean “eventually” or “finally”. This could imply that there had been a protracted
battle in which seven eventually died; alternatively, such use of “uiteindelik™ could imply that
finally, at long last, the police succeeded in removing a serious threat. As the Afrikaans is
ambiguous, this could be read and interpreted either way. From this section it is evident that

from the outset the Afrikaans newspapers’ reporters believed the police information — the
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point of view they put forward was one that assumed whatever had happened, the young men
had been up to mischief and so had brought their demise upon themselves. In contrast, the
Cape Times report foregrounds the death of the men as opposed to trivial injuries to the
police. This report attends to a “carefully planned police operation”, with no speculation as to
what the “guerrillas” may have been planning. In the following section it will become more

evident how social categorising shaped these reports.

4.4.2 Which social categories are constructed and used?

The words used to describe the people involved, i.e. the words that construct the identities of
the various participants in the event, are significant because of their cultural meanings. The
Cape Times (4 March 1986:1) used the following words in reference to the seven men who
had been killed: 2

“Suspected urban guerrillas” (1), “suspected guerrillas” (3), “guerrilla”(s) (2),

“suspects” (2), “fugitives” (2), and “grenade thrower” (1).

The names of the seven are not given. It is likely that at first their names were not known and
that the police had not released them. There is no speculation about their personal identities;
it seems to be negligible information. The Cape Times does not refer to a possible or alleged
connection to the ANC. This main story from the Cape Times had different terms compared
to some used by the Daily Dispatch (4 March 1986:1) that otherwise had had the same
journalistic source. Most notably changing the word “guerrilla” to “terrorist”, actually
changed the social categories of the protagonists in the news stories.

Die Burger (4 March 1986:1) used the following words to refer to and so also to
identify the seven young men:

“ANC terrorists” (1), “terrorist”(s) (7), and moordbende “murder gang” (1).

2 The number of times the word is used is indicated in brackets.
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The Rapport (9 March 1986:6) used the following words:

“Terrorists” (4), “ANC terrorists” (1), “suspects” (2), and swartes “blacks” (1).
It is interesting that Rapport used the word blacks. This is significant because it prompts the
reader to stereotype and categorise the deeds by race, or even to further entrench an

impression that such deeds are typically committed by blacks.

In the 1996 reporting, the categorising by means of referring phrases changed
completely in all of the reports. Then an interesting black/white discourse emerges. The
Cape Times (28 November 1996:8) used the following words to refer to the Guguletu Seven
in 1996:

“men” (3), “Guguletu Seven” (5), “slain men” (1), “suspected guerrillas” (1).

This time the names of each one of the Seven are mentioned. It seems the tables are turned
completely in Die Burger of 28 November 1996. There the following words are used to refer
to the seven men:

Guguletu Sewe “Guguletu Seven” (3), Sewe jong mense “Seven young people” (1),

Mense “People” (1), Mans/Man “Men/Man” (3).

An interesting feature emerges in Die Burger in relation to white/black references. In giving
the witness’s accounts, the colour of the participants is stated explicitly, thereby ensuring that
the reader will take note of racial or ethnic identities of the various role players involved.

54. Hy het gesien ‘n swart man stap met sy arms omhoog na ‘n wit man en hoe ‘n

55. wapen van die swart man se heup afgehaal word. ‘n Wit man het uigeroep:

56. ‘Skiet hom!”
“He saw a black man walking with his arm in the air towards a white man, en he
saw how a weapon was taken from the black man. A white man shouted:
*Shoot him!”” (Die Burger, 28 November 1996:6).

This particular rendering was taken from the discourse at the hearing, thus it was based on the
direct words used by one of the witnesses in testimony. This illustrates how race (or colour)

remains a marked component of identity construction across communities. The witness, was
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black, and he found it important to note that the person at fault in this recount was not one of

the seven, nor one of his own racial group.

4.4.3 Are there competing stories or accounts?

The two newspapers which target audiences of culturally, linguistically, and demographically
different groups are circulated in the same region and so are engaged in a remarkable
institutional discourse with each other. Although their readership is assumed to be from
different language groups, it is known that many readers select their daily newspaper not only
on the basis of language, but often also on the basis of political point of view represented by a
particular publication. The differences between the two publications competing for readers by
means of similar stories presented from different perspectives, is well illustrated in the

handling of the story of the Guguletu Seven in the Cape Times and in Die Burger.

When reporting of these two newspapers is compared we find that they do have
competing stories directly after the event in 1986. The Cape Times reporter, Chris Bateman,
found eyewitnesses to the event. He knows the native language of the black people in the
Guguletu area, isiXhosa, as a second language. His story was, however, not the lead story on
the front page. The Cape Times, although liberal, was still not prepared for an all out defiant
stance against the establishment of the apartheid government of the day. The fact that they
did place an alternative story to the version handed to reporters by the police does show some
sense of ideological difference not only to the ruling regime, but also to the Afrikaans
newspapers. It is known that the media generally did not go out of their way sufficiently to
expose the ideologies of the government at the time, because the TRC probed the issue of
media complicity in 1996. The media was urged to make a submission to the TRC “on its
role during the apartheid conflict” (Cape Times, 28 November 1996:8). It is said that the

media were guilty of collusion with the former National Party government, either by
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remaining silent on key events or suppressing the truth. The Cape Times was not exempt

from this accusation.

In his reports Chris Bateman took a stance that was culturally and ideologically
different to that of the reporters of Die Burger. He specifically considered the possibility that
the police and their employer (government) had been in the wrong not only in the obviously
excessive use of violence, but also in their limited disclosure of what had happened on the
day of the shooting. For him, according to his own recount in an interview (Wilson 2000),
the eyewitness story should have been the lead story. It would have seemed a contradiction
to the informed reader that the official story was in subtle contrast to the two smaller reports
above and below. The editor did not want to offend and draw attention to the Cape Times by
contravening the emergency regulation, but at least agreed to place the eyewitness story
alongside the official police version of the story. An interesting interplay between the stories
of the two newspapers developed because of this difference of opinion. The Cape Times
continued to report and probe the witnesses and the parents of the Seven. The police wanted
Bateman to sign an affidavit and when he did not co-operate as expected, he was later served
with a subpoena to reveal the identity of the witnesses. Still the Cape Times reported
extensively on the Seven and their funeral. Die Burger on the other hand did not report
anything new or different in opposition to the official story. They did, however, report on the
predicament of the Cape Times, finally publishing an article on 15 March 1986 with a
headline that said:

57. Cape Times-berigte lank reeds verdraai — Coetzee

“Cape Times articles have long been twisted — Coetzee”.
This article apparently intended to debunk the myths of the alternative versions of the story.
Coetzee was the Commissioner of the Police, a General in fact. Bringing in the highest

authority to explain and contradict all the allegations against the security forces” handling of
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the affair, was most probably meant to pacify the readers of Die Burger who might have

started to doubt the official story.

4.4.4 Which story does the reporter align with?

The Cape Times did align itself with the official story given by the police. Yet the reporter
Chris Bateman, and later also Tony Weaver, of the Cape Times, did not align themselves with
the official story. When taking the reports on the eyewitnesses and the mothers of the Seven
into account the Cape Times seem to be the newspaper with relative consistency over a ten
year period. We must remember that at the time of the Guguletu Seven incident the apartheid
government was in a State of Emergency. This means that stringent media restrictions were
in place. According to legislation (see Anthonissen 2003:94) newspapers that contravened the
regulations could suffer confiscation of whole editions as they were brought into circulation;
some were actually heavily fined and threatened with forced closure; journalists were
targeted and victimised (as had happened to Chris Bateman and Tony Weaver), and an
enormous amount of information was kept from public scrutiny. This makes it clear that the
Cape Times, although it did print some information that had not been part of the official
story, was under immense pressure. Under such pressure it is still fair to say that they tried to
provide the public with an alternative view. They did not engage in any reporting which
actively sought to maintain the status quo by justifying excessive police action, even if
constructed as response or timeous intervention, in the case of the Guguletu Seven. Die
Burger on the other hand attempted to maintain the status quo by firstly publishing the
predicament of the Cape Times and then also publishing the comments of the Commissioner

of the Police in debunking the myths.
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4.45 Structural units of narrative

An analysis based on Labov’s (2006b:37) narrative structure would provide very much the
same results as the information extracted in the previous sections. Nevertheless, it is perhaps
good to mention one of the structural units that Labov identified in more detail. Labov
mentions the following units of narrative as essential to every story, and thus recognisable in
one form or another:

1. Abstract (summary of the story)

2. Orientation (who, what, when, where)

3. Complicating action (core of the narrative)

4. Evaluation (significant moments in the narrative, what motivates the telling of the story?)

5. Result or resolution (end of story, outcome of action)

6. Coda (final rounding off, “tidying up” of lives of characters)
Particularly important is Labov’s identification of an evaluative moment in the narrative. The
evaluative structure asks the question: “What motivates the telling of the story?” There is a
reason why a narrator finds it worth while to tell the story. Labov obliges analysts to consider

whether the narrator gives such evaluative information directly or indirectly, by implication.

When considering the greater motivation for the Guguletu Seven news story this
question becomes significant. There had been problems of unrest in the townships, and the
police had for a number of years found it necessary to intervene. Since the end of 1985 the
unrest had become so pervasive that the government found the only means of control to be
the declaration of a State of Emergency. Many unrest-related incidents went by unnoticed by
the media either because the police would not allow free flow of information, or because it
was not considered to be newsworthy enough. This particular event was different: for some
reason it was pushed into the public sphere where the media would take note and make

headlines of it. The biggest motivation, as one could gather from the newspaper articles in
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1986 was the threat this signalled of an escalation of violent protest, thus of imminent greater
terror. As opposed to reports on illegal gatherings or attacks with rudimentary weapons such
as stones, bricks, tyres or petrol bombs, the reporters in this case were alerted to protestors,
“terrorists”, who were armed with particularly sophisticated weapons. They apparently had
guns and hand grenades that would not necessarily match the arms and ammunition of state
security forces, but would at least justify the police using ammunition more suited to civil

war than popular unrest, in the townships.

Evaluative devices, according to Labov are given in the narrative when the narrator
either interrupts to address the reader (listener) directly and state explicitly why s/he is telling
the story, or else gives the reason for claiming reader (listener) attention more subtly. In the
Guguletu Seven reporting we do not find external evaluative devices that direct the readers to
the specific reasons for publishing the reports. Thus the reader has to be alerted to the internal
evaluative devices. The clues as to why the event is significant were given only by
implication. Here was an event the police wanted published. They needed attention to a
staged event — the motivation was that they needed public support for their own intended
increase in violent action in the townships. Such motives were of course improper and illegal

— therefore an alternative motive for getting the story on to the front pages, was put forward.

The Guguletu Seven apparently signalled a move from passive resistance, political
action and only sporadic violent action with poor weapons, to much more organised and well
equipped resistance. The threat moved from obvious lawbreaking to more subtle terror. What
makes this newsworthy is that seven young men at least were portrayed as having planned
actions which would put many people’s lives at risk. This reason is highlighted in most of
the newspaper reports, where the motive for telling the story seems to be the threat of sudden
terror, and greater ANC complicity. Both these reasons were false, as proved and publicised

much later. The Cape Times and Daily Dispatch actually also implied that the very brutal
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confrontation and death in an ambush of seven people was of a degree that was notable. This
kind of consideration is one often followed in the news media’s decisions on what stories to

give prominence.

4.4.6 ldeologically relevant discourse structures

It is indicated in section 4.4.2 above that certain social categories were accepted and
reinforced, or newly created, in the reporting on the Guguletu Seven event. These categories
can, according to van Dijk (1995a:144), also be discussed under the headings of ingroup or
outgroup, where such categories may relate to a construction of identities by the person
giving the account of the events. As was indicated in chapter two, if a sense of an ingroup
and outgroup can be proven, it lends much support to the idea that these newspapers were
culturally divided. The following gives a selection of discourse structures that are used from
time to time to exhibit positive and negative judgements about a group. This is done at a very
general structural level. These structures are based on the analytic framework of Van Dijk

(1995a:145) and will be discussed in the terms that he has provided:

Graphical Structures: Graphical structures focus specifically on the headlines and
placing of the physical structures which relate to the event or story (see also Reah 1998). For
a visual of the headlines, refer to Appendix 1. The two most prominent newspapers, The
Cape Times and Die Burger both ran front page headlines. The Cape Times diluted the
prominence of the official story’s headline by placing the headline about the eyewitnesses
above the official story. Die Burger on the other hand enhanced their headline by providing
the main headline with two smaller headlines above and below. The Daily Dispatch ran the
same headline as the Cape Times, but without the impact of the eyewitness headline. We
find that in 1996 only the Mail and Guardian ran a front page in which the Guguletu Seven

event was just a part. Visually the Mail and Guardian has the most impact. The other
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newspapers ran the story as part of their TRC coverage, which reduced the headline impact,

because it was placed much deeper in the newspaper.

Negative Lexicalization: In discursively constructing the identity of a person or a

group of people, authors often select “negative words” to describe the actions of the people
who are considered the outgroup. Such use of lexical items with negative connotations is
illustrated in the Guguletu Seven news reports when the seven young men and the actions
ascribed to them leave the reader with an impression of them as doubtful characters.
Die Burger (3 March 1986:1) uses the following words in constructing the event and the men
who were killed: the men are said to have planned a “trap” (lokval), a, “bloodbath”
(bloedbad), an “ambush” (hinderlaag), and an “‘assault” (aanslag), They are similarly
identified by their actions; the text describes them as having:

58. Na die hinderlaag sou hulle die polisiekantore van Guguletu en Manenberg —
59. waartussen die bussie soggens en saans ry — aangeval het, verneem die Burger.
“After the ambush they would have attacked the police offices in Guguletu and

Manenberg, between which the bus travels twice a day, Die Burger gathered.”

The action in 59 was “attacked” (aangeval),

60. Een van die terroriste het vermoedelik verlede jaar in Guguletu ‘n handgranaat

61. na maj. Dolf Odendaal, oderbevelvoerder van die onluste-eenheid, geslinger en

62. hom ernstig beseer.
“One of the terrorists apparently hurled a hand-grenade at Maj. Dolf Odendaal in
Guguletu last year and injured him seriously.”

63. Die handgranaat is teen die motor geslinger.

“The hand-grenade was hurled against the car.”

The action in 61 and 63 was “hurled” (geslinger) , and

64. In die voertuig het die polisiemanne gesit toe die terroriste op die hoek van
65. NY111 en NY1 met AK-47 gewere op die voertuig losgebrand het.
“The policemen were sitting in this vehicle on the corner of NY111 and NY1 when the

terrorists opened fire on the vehicle with AK-47 guns.”

The action in 65 was “opened fire” (losgebrand).
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Rapport used the following identifying words in a similar way: hinderlaag “ambush”,

aanval “attack”, aanslag “assault”,

The Cape Times used the following identifying, descriptive words in reference to the
actions of the men:

66. “Two policemen were lightly wounded, one after a hand-grenade was hurled at a

67. police vehicle and another by flying glass.”

68. “One suspect suddenly produced a hand-grenade and threw it.”
The action words being: “hurled”, “threw”. The words used by the Cape Times appear to be
slightly more neutral, connotatively, than those used by the Afrikaans papers. Although they
also use the word “hurled”, the context make it sound less loaded than the Afrikaans
newspaper. The Cape Times also impute actions that identify the men as victims, as people in
a weaker non-aggressive position against who the violent response was perhaps not properly

justified: “fled”, “lying”, “running”, “collapsed”, “give up”.

Hyperbole: This is a discursive technique used by writers in either putting down the
outgroup or praising the ingroup. In the Guguletu Seven reports the Afrikaans papers used
hyperbole in referring to the assumed intended actions of the men who were labelled
“terrorists” with a scheme to create a “bloodbath™ (‘n ANC-bloedbad). Rapport went as far
as saying that this would probably have been one of the biggest acts of urban terror in the
history of South Africa. The Cape Times did not use such terms and mentioned nothing of

possible intentions of the group.

Compassion Move: In showing empathy or sympathy for the ingroup, the people at
the receiving end of the outgroup, the Other’s actions, the writer will construct the story in a
manner that prompts a similar response in the reader of sympathy for the ingroup and

resentment towards “the other”. Here the seven men are constructed as the outgroup, the
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Other; attention to the innocence and quick response of the one emphasises the brutality of
the Other. Die Burger says:

69. ...Daardeur is ‘n moontlike bloedbad onder polisiemanne en moontlik ook
70. burgerlikes waarskynlik voorkom.
“Through this (police response) a possible bloodbath among policemen and possibly also

civilians was prevented.”
Rapport evokes empathy by publishing an account of an initiating action of throwing a hand
grenade. This is done in the form of direct speech, a textual indication that one of the
investigators had actually been the speaker — citing the participants themselves creates an
impression of authenticity. It evokes empathy by drawing on struggle propaganda that would

easily raise feelings of panic in the reader.

The Cape Times achieves the opposite. Its presentation moves compassion towards
the shot men, so constructing the police as the Other, the outgroup. The eyewitness accounts
serve as a powerful means of constructing images alternative to the ones given by the police

and uncritically repeated in Die Burger and Rapport.

Generalization: This is a technique used to make the actions of the outgoup part of a
bigger or more generally disliked group or stereotype. It is immediately apparent that the
Afrikaans newspapers attribute this event to the larger group, the ANC. These were not just
seven young men acting on their own, but a larger network bent on larger destruction. The
Cape Times did not attribute these actions to the ANC. The ANC was not even mentioned in

the Cape Times’ or Daily Dispatch’s main articles in 1986.

Concretization: To concretize in this instance would mean that the negative acts of
the Others are described in detail, using concrete and visualisable terms. Die Burger goes to
some length to sketch the seven men as repeat offenders, making the point that these men

were well trained, because for example, the one man had three magazines attached to each
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other with adhesive tape, which proves his extensive training. One of the men had apparently
thrown a hand-grenade at Major Dolf Odendaal a year earlier; he provided all sorts of details,
which by 1996 were known to be false. Again the Cape Times provided just the opposite
concretization by giving the eyewitnesses accounts of the events in equally concrete and

visualisable terms.

The lines 71-73 show how the Rapport created an image which would evoke a great
sense of empathy with the investigator at the receiving end of the hand-grenade.

71. Net toe ek uit die motor klim het een van die swartes sy hand voor by sy broek

72. ingesteek, die volgende oomblik gooi hy iets na my en terwyl die ding deur die lug

73. trek kon ek sien dis ‘n handgranaat..
“Just as | stepped out of the car one of the blacks put his hand into the front of his pants,
and the next moment he threw something at me and while the thing was flying through
the air | could see it was a hand-grenade.”

Negative Comparison: Negative comparison is a technique used where the outgroup
is compared with others in terms that present the outgroup in a bad light. Contrasting the
police to the ANC and then identifying the men as ANC members would be enough to create
a negative image with the average reader. In Die Burger an additional comparative
suggestion is introduced. One of the supporting articles of Die Burger (4 March 1986:1) was
bound to evoke a lot of negative feelings in its target audience by comparatively associating
the seven to a feared group; not only the ANC is contrasted with the police, but also
“communists” - using the phrase Kommunistiese propaganda (“Communist propaganda”) the
concept of alignment with a highly doubtful political group is introduced. The irony is that
the rest of the article is based on the information allegedly received from this communist

propaganda, and this information is then supposed to help the police fight the terrorists.

Warnings and Fear Mongering: This device is one that structures information in

such a manner that the audience will be alarmed. Warning readers about imminent danger
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and developing fear for what may result from particular activities, is a technique that assures
adjustment toward defensive views and behaviour. By referring to township youths as well
armed and organised for engaging in actions of urban terror, it was easy to create a doomsday
atmosphere, to emphasize terror and possible threats. Die Burger does the best job at this
attempt. It provides two supporting front page articles which deal with the threat of
terrorism. The one article title, for example, reads:
74. Kenner in landsveiligheid: SAP op platteland word geteiken.
“Expert in safety and security: SAP in rural areas is targeted”.

This article invokes the authority of a university professor and the claim is made that
information is extremely vital to combat the terrorists. The fact that the action was in an
urban township is explicitly made relevant to rural readers as well (at the time there were
strong political resistance groups in very many semi-urban and rural areas such as
Oudtshoorn, Worcester and Paarl). Both the Afrikaans newspapers claim that the Guguletu
Seven incident was just a precursor for much larger and more intensive action from the ANC,
as is clear from the above statement that rural security services are targeted, and also that the
youngsters had been brought in by Communist propaganda. Again, the Cape Times does not
mention the ANC, and it also does not call the seven terrorists. The negative connotation
connected to the word terrorist is exploited by the Afrikaans newspapers. Nevertheless, when
police and civilians meet in armed conflict along a road used by many going about their daily
business, that does create fear. The story was “fear mongering” even if not directly intended

as such.

Norm and value violation: Establishing an us and them distinction is not only
achieved through the use of negative terms, but also by attributing the breaking of norms and
values to the other group. Inherent in the name terrorist we find the connotations of

lawlessness, and deviant behaviour. The Afrikaans newspapers made a point of using the
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word terrorist when referring to the Seven, whereas the Cape Times avoided it. Die Burger
also suggests in a supporting article (see line 74 for article heading) that the ANC is acting in
such a way that many black people do not even agree with the way they operate — thus
implying that the lawless group is simply a dangerous minority that does not have the support
of its home community. They assert that the ANC has started with a strategy in which they

would like to associate themselves with a general unrest situation.

Direct and indirect speech: Direct speech is often used to obscure the role of the
writer (reporter, publisher) in narrating a particular event. Citing a prominent person or an
eyewitness foregrounds the person cited as the source. There is an established readers fallacy
according to which a direct and marked citation is as good as giving reliable evidence. Here
one can consider the aspect of indirect and direct speech of the narrative as told by the police
inspectors. The Rapport’s main version of the event is an account in direct speech by Captain
Kleyn. The account evokes sympathy and empathy for the security force members, and
portrays him and his two colleagues as victims of terror. He says:

74. Ek was nogal aan die dink dat my vrou seker kwaad sou wees as Sy nou ‘n

75. weduwee word, toe ontplof die ding. Ek was vol sand van die ontploffing

76. en ‘n stukkie skrapnel het my in die lies getref. Toe bars die hel los.

“l was just thinking that my wife would not be too happy if she became a
widow now, then the thing exploded. | was covered in sand as a result of
the explosion and a piece of shrapnel hit my inner thigh. Then all hell
broke loose.” (Rapport 9 March 1986:6).
Cynically, one could ask how a person in a seriously life threatening situation would find
time and the state of mind to think (jokingly?) of his wife’s happiness in the terms he has

given. A critical reader at the time would have sensed this irony. This direct reporting creates
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the sense that these men are the ingroup, and the Seven are the outgroup, those who

perpetrated these unthinkable acts.

45  MISREPRESENTATION THROUGH INTERCULTURAL INTERPRETATION

We have established at this point the extent to which the reality of a certain event was
represented by the media, and the forces which influence this representation. There is,
however, a unique circumstance which emerges from this specific case of the Guguletu Seven
that has great bearing on the intercultural and cross-cultural importance of the discourse.
This aspect does not necessarily have great bearing on the critical discourse analysis of the
event, yet it sheds light on the greater issue of understanding each other, and solving

intercultural communication problems.

In the testimony about the Guguletu Seven at the TRC hearings three of the mothers
of the Seven testified. They were: Mrs. Ngewu, Mrs. Miya and Mrs. Konile. Mrs. Konile
came from the rural Eastern Cape and when you read her testimony much of what she says
seems out of place or irrelevant to the situation. The writer and journalist Antjie Krog gives a
short account of all three woman’s testimony. As an example of Mrs. Konile’s erratic
discourse Krog (1998:194) recounts: “It felt like 1 was going down — down — down. When |
looked, | was wet — wet — wet — | was wet all over the place. | asked for water. They said,
‘No, no we don’t have water.” | said — | was talking to one of the woman who was with me —
| said, ‘Please — please urinate on a plate so that | can drink. She did and | regained
consciousness, | woke up....I must go back under those rocks where | was before, | am no
one — | am nothing, what is ANC, what is ANC...” There are two ways of dealing with this
testimony. Either discard what you don’t understand, or find a different interpretation from

the original language which would include transmission of the cultural significance of the
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language. Most people would opt for the first option, because they are not aware of the loss

of meaning.

Mpolweni-Zantsi (in press) emphasises the importance of the original testimony of
Mrs. Konile. The testimony was given in Xhosa and according to Mpolweni-Zantsi the
meaning and cultural significance of what Mrs. Konile was saying was completely lost in the
translation. Critical discourse analysis is able to critically look at what the media did with the
information which was available, even if it was available with some investigation, but in this
case the media could not interpret something which had lost its meaning before it became
public knowledge through intercultural misinterpretation. Mpolweni-Zantsi (in press) says
that, referring to the previously quoted example, that the seemingly unrelated story of Mrs.
Konile being hit by a rock, waking up wet and asking for water and then drinking urine has
culturally symbolic meaning, and Mrs. Konile was indeed trying to show how deep in despair
she was. Digging for coal to sustain herself, shows her pain and powerlessness having lost a
husband and a son, having no-one to care for her. Drinking urine is associated with healing.
The words, ‘what is ANC...”, was supposed to be the doctor who was saying these words
after she went to hospital, yet it was not indicated as such and this changes the meaning
completely. Mrs. Konile started crying when she started to recount this last story, yet her
emotions were not noted in the transcripts. Mpolweni-Zantsi (in press) notes that this is an
example of how the official translation contributed to several layers of misunderstanding and

incomprehension.

46  CONCLUSION

South Africans come from a history which sought an active alternative representation of
reality at the time at which that history was being written by the media. Newspapers are

considered an account of current events, which by tomorrow, would be an account of history.
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We can see that the cultural lines along which the media was, and is, divided in South Africa
has contributed to the fact that alternative representations of ‘truth’ have been created. The
distinction of ingroup and outgroup differentiation and polarization is one of the central

characteristics of ideologies which govern cultural values, norms and beliefs.
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CHAPTER FIVE

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 INTRODUCTION

This research project set out to consider a particular aspect of intercultural communication in the
media. Its aims were to investigate certain critical discourse analytic approaches to analysing
media discourse in order to disclose how cultural and ideological difference is often embedded in
the reporting of current news events. Also, some of these approaches were to be used in the
analysis of the reporting of a particular event that occurred in March 1986, and that became one
of the events investigated in disclosing severe human rights violations at the TRC in 1996.

The specific research questions attached to the aims of the project, assisted in disclosing

how the Guguletu Seven event was described in various newspapers at the time of the event,

what the differences were in prominence given, in content, and in linguistic means used by the

various newspapers were,

how the Guguletu Seven event was described across different newspapers as well as by the

same newspaper 10 years later, and

whether any culturally distinctive significance can be attached to differences found in different
newspapers at the time of the event, and differences found in recounting the event 10 years

later in the media coverage of TRC work.

The texts selected for the analyses in this study were intended to illustrate

(i) some of the concepts and devices of the particular approaches,

(i)  how a combination of approaches can be used in a critical analysis of media reporting,
(iii) how a critical analysis of discourse can disclose selective representation of events and

people in the media, and
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(iv) how different newspapers, particularly ones addressing different language communities,

follow cultural practices that manifest as political and ideological choices in their reporting.

In the following sections | shall indicate how the aims | set out with have been

achieved, and how the questions | addressed can be answered.

5.2 THE DIFFERENCES IN AFRIKAANS VS. ENGLISH MEDIA REPORTS

An exposition of the context and the differences in the narrative reconstruction of the event in
different newspapers confirm that the media circulated in the Western Cape are in fact
divided along cultural/linguistic lines in their reporting. Following Halliday (1985), as
explained by Anthonissen (2001:23), an exposition of the context and the chronology of the
event in different newspapers, gives rise to three questions, namely:

Q) What are the social origins of the options taken by the report? Where and who

does it come from?
(i)  What motivations are there for making a particular choice?

(ili)  What is the effect of this choice on the various interests of those involved?

Firstly, when considering the social origins of the representation of people involved and the
whole chain of events, it was found that the different media outlets gave different renderings
due to the context in which they found themselves. The government at the time did not allow
media to report freely — there were in fact severe media restrictions in place in 1986. These
restrictions influenced the ideological alignments of the different cultural groupings in the
press. From the reporting it is clear the Die Burger and Rapport were more closely aligned to
government policies at the time. Even if they acknowledged that they were restricted in how
much of what they could publish, they did not complain that their only source of information

on the Guguletu Seven incident was the police themselves. The Cape Times took a position
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further removed from government policy and ideology. This is apparent from the fact that
this paper published information gained from more sources than only the police. They were
in fact willing to run the risk of some form of retribution by challenging restrictions that
disallowed reporting on police actions in the townships. One direct result of the media
regulations of government that is clear in both of the language groupings is self-censorship.
No newspaper could afford to digress too much from what the government regarded as
acceptable or “right”. This censorship influenced what was available and also what could be
selected as the final content which was mediated to the public. This was clear from the
predicament in which the Cape Times found itself when it challenged the official government

version of the story by giving an alternative narrative to the one put forward by the police.

Secondly, the different motivations for the choice of representation and construction
of identities can be traced to the different participants in the discourse. The different
language related newspapers constructed the identities of the participants in the event, the
seven young men, their family and friends, the eye witnesses and the security force members,
differently. The Afrikaans newspapers tended to portray the participants according to the
prevailing ideology of the ruling government, with no attempt to defy the status quo. At first
they accepted the limited designation of the young men simply as “terrorists” — no attempt
was made to establish their names, their ages, their places of origin, their families, or even
their employment status. Also, no attempt was made to establish which section of the police
had been involved, what the ranks of the men had been or who the individual participants
allegedly being ambushed, had been. The English newspapers, although similarly under
pressure of the government policies, had a slightly more critical stance in alignment with the
English South African media generally, and critics elsewhere in the world at the time.
Although they similarly had no personal details on the various participants, their reporter

investigated the experience of the community directly adjacent to the scene of the shooting,
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and so was able to gain an alternative view that did not corroborate the police report. This is
made evident in the 1996 reporting of the Cape Times and the Mail and Guardian. The
overall editorial policies of the Cape Times might not have been as seriously questioning as it
could have been of all the information it got, but individual reporters were allowed some
journalistic freedom, even in the face of government intervention, and their contributions
were accepted as journalistically sound. It should be noted that in spite of their criticism,
many representatives of the English media were also shown at the TRC hearings as having

supported apartheid even if indirectly, and through their selection of news.

Thirdly, the effect of editorial choices on the various interests of the publishers was
most interesting. By comparison, the interests of the Cape Times, which chose to defy some
emergency regulations in covering the Guguletu Seven event, were threatened, while the
interests of Die Burger and Rapport who towed the official line, stayed relatively unscathed.
The accounts uncovered by the Cape Times reporter Chris Bateman in 1986, revealed a
number of details that eventually turned out to be closer to what had really happened than the
official version. Ten years later, they came out as having had the better journalist and as
having had more integrity than their Afrikaans counterpart. In 1996 Die Burger was obliged
to give what Cape Times had previously done at their peril. By choosing to ignore the
directive to publish the “official story” the Cape Times put itself in a precarious position.
The result can be seen in the frenzy which erupted after the Cape Times published the
account of the eyewitnesses. Chris Bateman found himself with a subpoena to give the names
of his informants and various other threats; later he was barred from official government
press conferences and so denied access to privileged information. Even after this ban was
lifted, the hostility towards him did not abate. Rather than follow the lead of new information
given by the Cape Times and trying to determine how much truth there was in the eyewitness

accounts, Die Burger chose to latch on to the predicament that the Cape Times found itself in
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with a journalist accused of having gone against media regulations. The ideological link
which Die Burger had with the government also became evident when they published an

official “myth-debunking’ by the commissioner of the Police.

In summary: In 1986 the Guguletu Seven reports in the different newspapers largely
followed the version given by the state’s Bureau of Information. Both the Afrikaans and the
English reports constructed fairly one-dimensional identities for the various participants: the
seven were nameless, faceless, black youths probably up to mischief in that they had weapons
and intended an attack on police; the security force members were also very limitedly
identified as heroes who had not choice but to defend themselves and the community. The
most significant difference in the reporting of the two language communities, is in the
additional and alternative point of view given by publishing eyewitness reports alongside the
police reports. Here the youths were identified as themselves being ambushed rather than
having set an ambush; they were portrayed as relatively defenceless, ready to surrender and
carelessly mown down. Such an alternative actually obliged more questions. However, the
transgression of censorship regulations became a detractor, shifting attention from what had

happened to the young men, to how badly a Cape Times journalist had behaved.

In 1996 the differences in the reports across newspapers were less marked. Die
Burger and the Cape Times now agreed on the core facts: it was clear that the Bateman story
had been closest to what had really transpired, the security force members had not been
regular policeman, the seven young men had deceptively been recruited into a presumed
resistance movement. In 1996 the seven had names. They were introduced as individuals
each with his own personal history. Most markedly, in 1996 surviving relatives, the mothers
of three of the men were introduced. They could testify as to the identities of the young men
as sons, as support for their family, as musician, as job hunter, as regular, idealistic, caring

person. The newspapers were no longer restricted by emergency regulations. They allowed
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attention to the stories of those with very little power. Newspapers were in agreement that not
only the Guguletu Seven, but also the news producers and consumers of 1986, had been

deceived.

5.3 THE CHANGE IN MEDIA REPORTS OVER TIME

Fowler (1991:10) emphasises the idea of news as a social construction being biased in its
representation of reality. He says that anything that is said or written about the world is
articulated from a particular ideological position. The best way to know how biased the
newspapers had been in 1986, and for which reasons, is to compare the story to reports
received in 1996 and thereafter. It becomes clear that a newspaper like Die Burger implicitly
acknowledges that it was wrong in its reporting in 1986 by publishing the very facts which
were available to them in 1986, but which they apparently found ideologically out of place
and wrong. The Cape Times only had to elaborate a little on the information which they
already published in 1986. It is demonstrated that the reporting of the newspapers had
changed in ten years. The big ideological, political change which had taken place was the
change from the apartheid government to the newly elected democratic government. This
change of power brought with it a change of attitude towards information in the press. The
press was now theoretically free. Still, newspapers like the Rapport did not surrender
completely from their previously held world views. They assumed the role of new
‘watchdogs’ to the new regime, challenging the new government and the way it handled
especially the TRC hearings and the people involved, in particular those white men accused

of complicity in human rights abuses during the years of conflict.

In considering the reports given by the newspapers in 1986 we find the distribution of
information akin to that of embedded journalism as it has been seen in the recent war in Iraq

(see documentary by Schechter 2005). Rather than censorship, only accredited journalists are
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authorised to report on the war; they are selectively given access to and information on the
conflict so that the state has complete control over what will be mediated and how.
According to Sonderling (2001:318) journalistic ideology dictates that official police reports
are true, while each person in an incident believes their story to be true. The apartheid
government regarded the control of information as extremely important; journalists received
official briefings from police for their crime reporting. This might still be the case today, yet
journalists are not officially censured if they venture on their own. Chris Bateman was
banned from the official briefings for a while as punishment for his independent reporting in

the Guguletu Seven case.

In comparing the two sets of reports in 1986 and 1996 | gave specific attention to
linguistic means used to represent the event and the people involved. | found the referring
expressions that were used to identify the seven young men particularly telling. Die Burger
changed its terms of reference, referring this time to the “Seven young men” instead of “ANC
terrorists”. By 1996 Die Burger acknowledged implicitly that the men had not been ANC
members and that a term such as ‘ANC terrorist’ represents an inappropriate point of view. In
1986 Die Burger had an active vested interest in keeping the government content. The
cultural ties between the people in power at Die Burger and at the government sometimes
went deeper than just cultural ties, but involved interpersonal ties through various
organisations and institutions. We know now that the government had staged the Guguletu
Seven event as a ‘false flag” operation. ‘False Flag’ operations are generally considered to be
instances where the government actively sabotages itself or its population in order to justify
their (often illegal or immoral) actions. The government in this case was in a state of
emergency, and needed public support for their fight against “terrorism”. The only way to
gain the public’s support is if the public know about events that justify their excessive

actions. This event was planned and executed by government security forces. Thus it was of
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utmost importance to the government that the press reported what they wanted them to report,
otherwise the purpose of the event would have been defeated. The fact that the Cape Times
dared to publish anything contrary to the official report was met with fierce resistance, as this
not only threatened the power relations, but would also have meant that the justification they

were seeking immediately would be removed.

The content of most of the newspaper reports has been set out at length in this report.
What is significant is the change which took place over time, as well as the extent of the
information revealed by different newspapers over time. We see that what was revealed in
1986 by the Cape Times was basically what was reported in 1996 by the rest of the press,
although much more information became available through the TRC investigation. The role
of the Lindy Wilson documentary production in the full disclosure of what had happened is
not to be underestimated. The information which was not made public through the
newspapers, but was contained in seemingly endless TRC testimonies was much more
startling than the little bit of information that eventually made it to the mainstream press.
What was startling was that very relevant information, most notably the link between the
Guguletu Seven and Vlakplaas, only emerged in Wilson’s video documentary. What might be
considered the most important frame on the issue when all the TRC investigations are taken
into account is the fact that the whole Guguletu ordeal was planned and executed to benefit
government propaganda. Human lives were considered to be worthless, and this attitude was

evident in the reporting of the Afrikaans newspapers in 1986.

54  ATTACHING CULTURALLY DISTINCTIVE MEANING

Caldas-Coulthard (2003:274) asserts that news is not a natural phenomenon emerging from real
facts in life, but is rather socially and culturally determined. “News producers are social agents in

a network of social relations who reveal their own stance towards what is reported. News is not
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the event, but the partial, ideologically framed report of the event.” Each telling of an event is a
recontextualisation of that event. Recontextualisations involve substitution, deletion or addition of
elements of a given social practice. According to Caldas-Coulthard (2003:276) events and people
in each new contextualisation are represented according to the goals, values, and priorities of that
communication. This is very relevant when we recognise the different value systems consisting of

divergent goals which created the news articles describing the Guguletu Seven.

Throughout this thesis it has been established that different linguistic communities, which
also represent different cultural communities, constructed the reality according to their vested
interests, beliefs, values and norms. Some of the language related means used in (re-)constructing
the event and in creating a particular identity for those involved were highlighted to illustrate such

cultural and ideological differences.

5.5 RECOMMENDATIONS

Although the study set out with well defined aims and much was achieved in the use of
certain CDA approaches coupled with aspects of narrative structure theory, a thesis of this
kind necessarily has certain limitations. This study represents only a small part of a very large
body of data. The analysis was not exhaustive, and more analytic tools could have been
employed to reach a more convincing conclusion. Future studies could focus more broadly
on the representation of reality through the media from a cultural perspective. This study
equated language differences as a major indicator of cultural differences, yet culture is a
much broader concept, and future studies could extract more cultural features than just
language related factors. Critical Discourse Analysis is a very useful and socially relevant
research method, and can be employed even more effectively in a broader study by

implicating more social structures and institutions.
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RAPPORT 1986

APPENDIX 1

6—RAPPORT,9 MAART 1986 #=

Deur NICO VAN
GIJSEN: Kaapstad

DRIE speurders se
nuuskierigheid en 'n uit-
gebrande motor het
Maandag waarskynlik
een van die grootste ste-
delike terreurdade ooit
in Suid-Afrika voorkom.
Sewe terroriste is uit-
eindelik in 'n bloedige
skietgeveg dood.

Die sewe ANC-terro-
riste wou 'n hinderlaag
18 vir ’n polisiebussie
wat soggens kantoor-
werkers na die polisie-
kantoor op Guguletu
bring. Hierna sou hulle
die polisiekantore van
Guguletu en Manenberg
aanval.

Die aanvalle sou
waarskynlik die ANC se
inleiding gewees het tot
'n verskerpte aanslag .
teen Polisie- en Weer-
mag-teikens.

Die terroriste het vol-
gens betroubare inlig-
ting wat RAPPORT be-
kom het, laat opgedaa
vir hul hinderlaag. Sé
laat dat die polisie wat
hulle ingewag het, al be-
sig was om hulle te ont-
trek toe hulle uiteindelik
opdaag. Die bussie wat
hulle sou aanval, was al
verhy.

Drie speurders van
die Skiereilandse
Moord-en-Roofeenheid,
kapt. Johan Kleyn, adj.-
off. Callie Bothma en
sers. Kat Coetzee, was
reeds in hul motor toe
hulle die groep verdag-
tes opmerk. Die drie
speurders het na 'n wit-
gebrande motor langs
die pad gaan kyk en
daarop besluit om die
groep verdagtes te deur-
soek. Intussen was die
ander polisiemanne al«
aan ddi vortgaan.

In' 'n-adecthoud met
RAP!PORT het kapt.
Kleyrin vertel: “Net toe

DIE drie Kaapse speurders wie se nuuskierigheid vandeesweek een van die groofste stedelike terreur-
dade in die land voorkom het. Van links is sers. Kat Coetzee, kapt. Johan Kleyn, en adj.-off. Callie
Bothma.

Nuuskierigheid keer
ANC-bloedbad

ek uit die motor klim,
het een van die swartes
sy hand voor by sy
broek ingesteek. Die
volgende oomblik gooi
hy iets na my en terwyl
die ding deur die lug
trek, kon ek sien dis 'n
handgranaat.

“Die granaat het die
deur van die polisiemo-
tor getref. Ek het plat-
geval. Sers. Coetzee het
vorentoe gery omdat hy

bang was dat die ding
dalk onder die motor Ie

“En daar |é ek toe
plat op die grond met
die handgranaat minder
as drie meter van my af.
Ek kon onthou dat dit
binne 4', sekonde sou
ontplof, maar dit was
wragtig die langste se-
kondes in my lewe.

“Ek was nogal aan
die dink dat my vrou se-
ker kwaad sou wees as
sy nou 'n weduwee

word, toe ontplof die
ding. Ek was vol sand
van die ontploffing en 'n
stukkie skrapnel het my
in die lies getref. Toe
bars die hel los.

“Ek ken AK-vuur. Ek
was mos al aan die
grens. En daar 1€ ek met
net my pistool by my,
want ek het mos nie ver-
wag hulle sou terroriste
wees nie. Ons het eers
gemeen dis miskien 'n

paar rowers wat deur
sers. Coetzee gesoek
word."”

Intussen het die ander
polisiemanne wat hul
patrolliewerk wou
voortsit, die ontploffing
en die skote gehoor en
begin terugskiet. Die
polisie van die een kant
van die straat af, die
terroriste van die ander
kant af met die drie
speurders reg in die
middel.

81

DIE 1
sters”
mantyv
dingin
Thirio
Groc
mynbe«
mentwi
meer ii
noem:
le mai
Anglo-
De Be
Mines,
ment (
Die v
mes del
rion va
bank, i
sionalt
Windhc
Dit han
in die
Suidwe
de aktc
omtren
land o
rande §
Dis 1
Proku
Suidwe

Regl
vind d:
die gel
die dii

.deur s

mund |
bo'l‘io;s



MAIL AND GUARDIAN 1986

LOUILL. IV1IC10OCODILL U1 O AN LCLIDIVILDD

s el e . ; 3 T

visions in
=d out in
1, where
standing
mine in

Hast and

vivors of
bout the
xplosion
1

ywn and
recalled

d in the
i, as he
ed to a
ision —
it Zondo

to avoid
«d falling
uring the
= public
. yelled,

contrast,
id Aiken
his son's

mentally

15 picked

At the New Brighton funeral of
of strain | seven alleged ANC members,
certain | three white women in UDF T-
ed at the | shirts join mourners at the
graveside in clenched fist
1ad some | Salutes. The coffins are
o “leave | draped in ANC flags

Pleture: 'ADIL BRADLOW

d
Bhies il B 3 SECREEE, Holrae

82



MAIL AND GUARDIAN 1996

Jfol 12, No 48. Novernber 20 o Decerber 5 1996

SA’s missing Aids programme:
See our special supplement on

} WomENSHELLTH

MISSOURIMEDAL OF HONOUR 199 ) INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPER OF T YEA D

Crooks
in the
boardroom

Shocking new
white-collar crime

figures J

Comords

pilot hero

speaks
Interview with

thrice-hijacked

airman

-

R200 000

payout

for profs
Stellenbosch

academics get
unusual reward

abinet documents reveal that mass shooting
tate policy during the 1976 uprising PAGE 2

DF soldiers say they were hehind the
in terror
olice admit complicity in Cape ANC killings
Caaben e s PAGED

: Finance Week’s Nigel Bruce pulls no punches B8 # Sports: Boks can weather the French storm B24

83




MAIL AND GUARDIAN 1996

have eluded any coherent explanation  Many of them were later transferred  were owed after their commander, Joe he will wait for confirmation that the hit-squad cases and the few appl governmer
until now. to, or volunteered for service in the Verster, took court action against the final cut-off date for amnesty applica- tions for amnesty. me\‘.hn(ls (
!.ng Othe

‘ fe rth
Editors ‘bent over backwards’ for apartheics:
theydoou

The truth commission has
been asked to investigate the
role English-language papers
played in apartheid, reports
Rehana Rossouw

NGLISH-language newspapers
might have been regarded as
liberal during the apartheid
era, but some of their editors
had “bent over backwards” to accom-
modate police in suppressing the
truth about human rights abuses,
joumalists claimed this week.

Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion chair Desmond Tutu said the
media should make a submission to
the comimission on its role during the
apartheid conflict. The truth commis-
sion has asked the Freedom of
Expression Institute to launch an
Inquiry into the issue, and a
is being held next month to lay the
basis for the investigation.

Tutu's comments followed testi-
mony by journalist Tony Weaver at a
hearing into the killing of the
“Guguletu Seven”.

Weaver was charged with contra-
vening the Police Act after the Cape
Times published an article in which
witnesses alleged police lkilled seven
men in cold blood on March 3 1986.

A truth commission investigation
has unearthed startling new evidence
about the deaths of Mandla Mxinwa,
Zola Swelani, Christopher Piet,
Zabonke Konile, Zanisile Mjobo, Jab-
ulani Miya and Themba Mlifi. Two
inquests into their deaths cleared the
police of culpability.

about the death of her son, Jabulani
Miya, one of the Guguletu Sewn
killed by police  ProTO: RODGER BOSCH

Weaver said his trial was an attempt
by police to restrict media coverage of
their activities, He was acquitted after
witnesses and forensic recre-
ated what had happened to the
Guguletu Seven.

Weaver resigned from the Cape
Times in 1987. He told the truth com-
mission he had since been informed
that the then managmg director of
Times Media Stephen Mul-
holland, had lned to get him dis-
missed “because he perceived me as
being too radical”.

Mulholland had also been instru-

| tance from y police b B
meeting  Painful past: Eunice Mtva. testifies

Police admit killing the “Seven’

knew they rep toits ‘.

which aided and abetted apartheid that have

"It was widely rumoured that; proceed "
editor of a major English oppositi country’s
newspaper was an agent of { brouhah
National Intelli e Service, TI announc

Rehana Rossouw

Eugene de Kock. This is the first time a

MAJOR breakthrough was P P has been exposed

made by the truth commission the Cape.

at its Cape Town hearing this A Sergeant Bellingham and Con-
week when policemen began confess- stable Mbelo had been sent from Pre-

ing their involvement in the killing of toria, as well as two men who infil-
the = Seven”. trated a group of “terrorists” based in
Superintendent William Lieben- the Cape Town squatter camp KTC.
berg, former head of Cape Town'ster-  The men reported on March 3 that
rorism detection unit, admitted the group was planning to ambush a
Viakplaas operatives had been cen- police bus in Guguletu, Liebenberg
tral in a security police operation in said. The security police then
1986 against the Seven. planned to confront them at an inter-
Liebenberg, reading from a pre- section near the police station, shoot

| pared statement, said the Western their tyres to stop the vehicle they

Cape had been “under attack™ from were to use, and arrest them.
“terrorists”, mdhemqnmdulh- Butwhmthevehiclemcbedm
no ‘were made and
mhmtnmthmm seven men were killed instead. Lieben-
He insisted he did not know they berg said he had already left the scene
were sent by Viakplaas, although he and had not fired a single shot.

O L L L T T T T T T T T T T T T P

mental in the dismissal of Cape Times  editor Tertius Myburgh didn't use his

must also be investigated.” land redis

Heard said he believed more cx~ “While
be done to examine the media’sm able app
“If necessary, the commission sha about ex
subpoena newspaper manageme ests, evel
and call them to account.” He ass say this
ated himself fully with the “spirit’ sentative
Weaver's comments to the comm gation b

sion. farmers
water fro

4 en we ran the Guguk Asmalw
Seven story, | was asked ument,

people in the media ha based. &

could accuse the police of - P
Heard said. “We wejnun-na%"_ Pabu
were simply doing our jobs. aptab

“We all should account to the cor  the suc
mission for our Inclusions and om  probabt
sions. However brave we were; nessths
occasion, there were times that wer. 1s a cor
like heil. manage

“What the media did could not| Othe
classified as a gross violation, world,
human rights, but we certainly ma  South/

editor, Tony Heard, for the same rea- articles for the same r
sorn, Weaver said. “Mulholland and his stable of edi-

“Elements of the media are guilty of tors, the so-called liberal English
collusion with the eid . press, bent over backwards to accom-
either by remaining silent or actively modate versions of the truth put out
suppressing the truth,” he told the by the police and the National Party,”
commission. Weaver said after the hearing,

Weaver said while he was a corre- - “During that period journalists were
spondent in Namibia, the editor of the operating not only in the milieu of a
Daily Dispatch refused to use his arti-  hostile police and government, but also
cles because he used the term “guer-  in the employ of a hostile management.
rilla” rather than “terrorist”, and  “An investigation into the role of the
because he was regarded as being media should also examine pro-gov-
pro-Swapo. Former Sunday Times emment newspapers and the SABC

e e R R

it possible for those violations to by and ha
pen — more than the medical or leg  ment s}
professions. When people say tods  Thes
they did not know what happened,w the las!
are the reason for their ignorance.” Farme

Heard said he did things as an edi dam ri
tor he is not proud of, like handin boreho
over phs to the police of sty Wwaler ¢
dents protesting at the University ¢ stream
the Western Cape in the 1980 sixho
Although he destroyed some of th collect

photographs which clearly showe, ~ Bigt
students’ faces, he complied with
court order to deliver the rest. %
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ator P ger
in die pad

ot hul
fete oon. Nodat hulle
| dis groep terrorivie

rworgeduil

Polisie skiet sewe dood by Kaap

e (ook mrﬁ-: warbygery hat, het hulls
tos teen die mator geslinger, Die mator het oangery en kapt. Klayn het
» sypoad Uit i posisin het by een rerroris (mr. ) in dulpaddenrdgﬂll o
;:u. nrs. 1,2, 3, 4, 6, en 7, het in verskillende rigtings uit
bl i i g

ool en weer verby die

i1, Die ander
wangespat (kleiner rooi kole). Hulle i

hewige

won die MY 111 dui die righings oon wooruit die Onhntepolisie gekom het

Dibe groot swart prle oon weerskante

Minister van Kommunikatie en

b tou by die Poskantesrbegre-
byihr.lu—llzdh-lul.

se die vemnaomate verhagings

arlike telefosnaproepe

i on telelesnhu:

- se tariewe

_ tot

Vo 10¢ ter 12¢ |
wan B9 tot 11 vie |

aq-l-'-du".wuu von 12¢ bot 1de. |
i+ valvdige bovase op BLS: 7|

Al hoe meer
terroriste
loop hul vas

SEDERT dic ANC in die tweede helfte van No-
vember verlede jaar met 'n verskerpte terreur-
aanval teen Suid-Afrikaamse burgerfikes in stede-
like en landelike gebiede begin het, het die Suid-
Alrikannse veiligheidsmagte en die Polisic hom 'z
panr knoue loegedien.
» Op & Jamuaric is ‘n
vermeende ANC-termofis in
‘n geveg mel die Polisie
by Dos-Londen dood
skiet en beddag i gelé op '
grool_beeveelheid wapess,
waarskynlik van Ressicie

oorsprong,

@ 0p 7 Januarie is 'n
vermeende ANCtermoris in
die voorsiad Zola |s Soweln
doodgeskict en beslag is

MNR

tioww hat koni o
NR te bedonk - 2

Matie

fingstous nie ap
e

ey
Martel

H
s

Belangrike
verklaring
van SP
verwag
Van Ons
Politieke Berlggewer

STERK glasinge het gis

e
in parkemestire kringo die
ronde gedoen dal die

i op 'n
uatine wapens
# Op 5 Februarie bet die
Kommissaris van Palisie
da drie
wermes terrariste deur
die Polinie in Noord-Natal
in hegteni geneem .
slag i ook gelé op 'm groot
hoeveelheid Russies ver-
Vaardy wipees.
» Op dicselide dag is
lid van die Weerma

matseling met
riste

ANC-tetro-
L

1N dié voertuig het twee polisemonne
die terroriste op die hok van NY111 ea NY1 met
AK4T-gewere op die voertuig het.

ANC-lokval

Bloedbad
was

hul doel

Deur Ons Hoofverslaggewer
DIE sewe ANC-terroriste wat gis-
ter in 'n kort, maar bloedige sker-
mutseling in Guguletu deur
*n polisictaal b

L = : A s
wou vir 'n personcelbussie vol poli-
siemanne 'n hinderlaag I8,

Ni die hinderlaag sou hulle die poli-
sickantore van Guguletu en Manenberg —
waartussen die bussie soggens en saans ry

aangeval het, verncem Die Burger. Dit
sou waarskynlik dic begin gewees het van
die ANC se verskerpte annslag teen veral
blanke polisic- en militére teikens deur
groter groepe lerroriste, (Lees berig
regs.)

Pleks danrvan het die sewe — wanrshynlik die

rootsix enkele groep op Suid-Afrikanase
is rein erf na-
dut die Polisic inligting ontvang en sekere voor-

l’ﬂﬂlsmcfhf.l ardeur is "n moontli-
:c Elwtlmd palisicma
u

pne en mooatlik ook
riikes wasrskynlik voorkom.

Dranr was geen lewensverlies ann polisickant
nie. Twee poluiemanne i gewond - een len

tyde van die skietgeveg, terwyl 'n offisier ligte
hrandmerke op mE:en!hgl \'a: die skerwe En
- AlTIKEAT:

handgranaat “n terroris geslinger het. (Lees
kaart se byskril)

Die Polisic s opirede
word beikou @ ‘n grool
deurbrank teen lerredr m
Wes-Kaapland en volg op
‘n mannd se inlensiowe
speurwerk.

Een van die terroriste het
vermoedelik verlode jaar in
Guguletu “n handgramast
na maj s, on-
derbevelvotrder van die
Opluste-eenheid, gnlmg:
e heen ernitig beseer
mgeite ander lede van die
moordberde was ook by vo.
rige aamvalle teen die Vel
tigheidsmagte betrokke,
wetd vermeem.

Duar word vermoed dat
twee van die termorisle
plasslike imwoners was, fer-
wyl die ander van die Vry-
stuat en Tramvaal gekom

het.
Beslag is geld op verskeic
AKATstormp “n hoe-

efnuik

S

POLISIEMANNE is hisr by von die wopens sn ommunisie wat in gister s ferreuraomlag deur ANC-

torror uik it Sewe ferrorivte wat ‘n polivievoertuig in Guguletu wou oonval, is decdgeskiet

Slegs aen polisiemon i4 in die skormutsaling lig beseer deurdal 'n koesl die voorruit von dis motor

wioarin hy gesit het, getral het, Dis polisiemon ve vuurwopen is beskadig en stukie bokeliet en glas het

hom tesn dis en in die nek getref. Die polisiemon het sy oonvaller doora met vy disnpiiool

doodgeskiel. Die Polisie het op drie AK4T-gewers, twee rewolwers, ‘n Runieie Tokorsl-pitteol en 'n
werskeidenheid van amemunisie beslag gelé

- Kenner in landsveiligheid:
Y AT - - -
DAL U placeustesass
d teil
Deur Ons Hoofverslaggewes
DIE terreuraanslag op dic Polisie gaan witgebrei word na blanke polisiemanne en na die Polisic op die
platteland Dit word reeds geruime tyd in Kommunisticse propaganda verkondig. bet 'n hooggeplassie

i veiligheidskringe gister gest
Die sewe ANCAgrroriste
wal gisier in 'n skermutie-
ling in Guguletu deur lede
van "n Polsie doodgeskict
5. wou wasrskynlik die
Iamgse droigement bewaar-
hesd het dat die ANC in
polisse- en mi-

samval
trede

ister dui danrop day hy sil-
Fitkende ......'.'f’.. die
biede oni-

veelbesd smmmunisie en ver-
skeie pisiole, rewshwers en
Russicse handgranate. Van
die AK's het opvouklwe.

i it toe

warl

Vetgens prof. Mike
Hough, dirckicus van die
Institeut van Strategiese

I&
AEPRYS

Stantspresident te skep om
‘m belangrike vesklaring te

.

Nog 'n kwesic waaroar

daar wianiysik vandag

witsduitse] wal ko, is die
1 wat

van dic Huis van Vericen-
woordigers bet werlede
maand by twee pelecathede
tafehs i die Volkarasd se
Koffickamer beset waar be-
diening ann balle geweier
is.

s verneem word, verga-
der dae Parlement b komi-
tee cor huishoudelike sake
vamoggend en alles dui
daarap dat die kwessie daar

aankondigings in
Lh.lltn!e‘lf e

Sastipresident, mor. PW, | @ 0p 20 Februarie is u A . r ¥ " : 1 n i *
Biotha, meonilik vanmsddag | groot hoeveslheid terreur- Tien koeslh het die voertuig geirel, maar nis een By cen van die werrorisie  Stedies nan die Usiversiteit ey \
e e aankondigings | wapens van Rumiese oor: van dee insittendes is gewond nis. o VERVOLG OF BL 1@ yan Prslora, & infiging ERVARING
in die Parlement sal sprong in drie opulagplekke . = = i o
Dic gissinge het ontitasa | maby Bloemiseisin en by ike kompanests v
nadat die Speakes van die | Fickburg gevind TR e
Parlement, mar. Jaban | ®Op 16 Februarie het ormsic - u
Gireefl, gntermiddag in die | die Palisic 'n opgelride um“ r| W verwerk
i g 8 | b= e St e
) i i reeids 1 <
hent wat vir die begroting ANC 1¢ terrenrann Ef.nﬂ‘. verskal nie, bet
\an die Posierye beld &, | slag teen burgerlikes in peot Houghgest.
sangehondsy bet. dat 008 "9 ode in die Tal mense st
gesamenilike siting vas- het op cenvoudiy mie met ANC:
middag s plasrin cr verlede jast apitede sam nie_ Dy
‘Dit Bet opgeval dai gesa- | begn. Toc is mnr. Edward A uidelik met '
mentlike swtngs twoe op- | Maluks ernstig bescer atrategse begin waardeur by
cen ade dae belé iu | dourdalsy swaar vragmatar met ‘n bepaakde wr:;:
Parlementsledo bet besefl | 8 lsndeyn gl.:u-s het op [ ;:u:ml o -r 5
dat daar ‘' goeis rede vir | dic Weipeairkelpal, soal “EEN van die terrariste wot in gister 10 skermutsaling doodgerk iy By 8 Do Iopte
e ongowote siap moct | E0) A et 4y AKLT-geurer ondler ham. Die ferors wos deeglk cpuelel soo b fongel vt
wees, Gangs bet Sadelk | elerryer ma. Jas By ey word dewr dis drie mogaiyne wat mel Hieefbond aanmekoar vos was vie  aan dic ANC in dic twart
moontisk belangrike san- | lie, deardal vy trekker 'a v omikakeling. Toe hy doodgeski an;.d':’ werleen. Die
kondigings cor landsake landmyn afirap in die Wei- ok derfig potrone hou, reeds leeggeskie e e ekt
bt verede s | pelespocinincbied. | pendes s tien ke gemet, terwyl n onder peliiesceriig B S L o v A g
L Desember sterf  (L00T L kot hei die muur an dok von 'n woonkwartier noby die toneel  beelds daarvan,” het by
e ek | 9 VRVOLOOPBL 28 van die skermutseling geiref. gesi
om 'n gelcentheid e die

Gerrie vanaand by kruispad | | s

Van FRITZ JOUBERT e, & Bruso sal kis geslaan word “Ek dink Gerrie kan Breso vit-  gewig. mie e Ml en nie meer

on SAFA a3 Gerrie hom 'n pasr keet met 5y slasn 3 by op die ke nef, Vol Vhoeger” is “ahel Gerric gesé

NDEN. - Die Suid regter trel ens die videobasde wat ons ge=  “Wag maar 104 dic geveg. [Dan sl
froggicaons O e “Ek dink Gerrie gaan wea, S het, is Bruno sc kakebeen sy julle jul woorde ol i

Coctree s by Sie Trubped w wast hy doem alles net 'n bietjic  kwesplek” bet Locke pesé i OF alles gaan verlocp 3008 Wil

neer hy vansand hier in die Wem-  Beter.

bleysudion teen die Ewro

wno i waa
sterk 5008 emige ander ywanrgwig:

Dasr i egler lwee b

nkyali
by wrae wal 'n mens laal w v of

swanmgewighampsoen, Frank 7
ng van Bnitanje, deur dis toue
Kl

TV1-kykers hoor op die nippertjie

hom witges

Coetee moet hierdie sindunge-
veg wem u hy weer dic waarge-
wigtitel van dsc Wereld- Boksvere-
miging [WBA] wil wen.

‘oetzec-kamp i vol ver-
troue dat Gerrie [30) se “bioniese
regier” vanaand die desnilag gaan
go¢ eeo Bruna (24}, wat volgens
Contice e ny helpers n “glaska-

L
Jackic McCoy, die Amerikaan-

ONDERHANDELINGS is volitoom aon die gang om vanaend 1s beks-
gevag fuwsen Gerrie Coatzss an Frank Brunc regutresks sor TVI uit 1
Voai, Uihuitiel ser die soak el weorskynlik sers verkry word kort
woerdet die guveg amitresks halfrwaoll [SA tyd) begin.

dic Susd-Alikaner die mas gaan
opikom. Die corsie is of by fiks i
£f geaceg Mamsing het vir n geveg

bokser, musr vy vasrdigheid i
rog mooit op die procf geviel nie.”
Cerme

rigier, Willie Loc ewe
vertrose dat Cortoee met 'n uit-

man met dinamict kn sy vuisls.

® Volgens Londen we beroeps
wedders en Fleel Sireel ae
boksskrywers o Frask Bruno eg-
ver dec gunaieling wir die geveg.
Weddenskappe op ' corwinning
vir Brune s gister teen 49 aange-
bied. Hierigenoor was
skappe op Costzee 4
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Volgens die Polisie is 'n

swartman in dieselfde ge- 'n Putco-bus

I uaLasu "
bewering in  hegtenis ge-
neem nadat sy daarvan be-
skuldig is dat sy klippe na

na

die

gegooi het.

mu:samcJ 105 mense het
in Januarie gesterf, teenoor
107
(Sapa)

in Februarie. -

Skietery op terroriste:
J ‘getuies’ opgespoor

is wal met verslaggewers van die Cape Ti-
mes. onderhoude gevoer het,” het die

Deur Ons Misdaadverslaggewer

DRIE mense wal beweer dat hulle oogge-
tuies is van die skermutseling waarin sewe
terroriste verlede week deur die Polisie
doodgeskiel is, is opgespoor. Die skakelal-
deling van die Polisie het ondertussen ook
bevestig dat die Polisie 'n moord-dossier
gercgistreer het, maar dat die ondersoek
teen iemand is wat Lot dusver nog onbe-
kend is.

“Die dossier hel sy ontstaan nadat die
Cape Times beweer het dat die Polisic
mense in die skermutseling doodgeskiet
het wat hulle wou oorgee,” het It. Attie
Laubscher van die Polisie se skakelafde-
ling gister gesé. “Hoewel die Polisie ver-
mecende ooggetuics opgespoor het, moet
nog vasgestel word of dit dieselfde mense

opstaan nie,”
-as later gesé.
handskoene is
dat die veters
n mnr. Jutras
{-Afrikaner se
rsoek voordat
anvas op sy
het,
letterlik korte
k van Coetzee,
:lyk het en ou-
sy hande laag
dat sy gesig 'n
:n was. Hy het
kaner reeds nd

e op

vir die cerste
‘0e gestuur.
vat in die pro-
15y linkerwang
i, was klaar-
waas. Hy het
maar kon nie
n die verwoes-
¥ nie.

10 toeskouers
litslag gejubel.
iet hulle Bruno
ywende lawaai
a verwelkom.
nse het Coet-
toe hy na die
ar hy het ook
euning gehad,
Afrikaanse be-
jeen probleme
nie. 'n Klein
owalt 20 mense
seveg by Wem-
reinstasie met
ling ingencem,
ie aandag ge-

dalk later van-
om hier teen
spoon van die
State om die
vioenskap te

woordvoerder gesé.

Mnr. Chris Bateman, die verslaggewer
onder wie se naam die berig verskyn het, is
nd die publikasie daarvan gedagvaar om
die name en adresse bekend te maak van
die mense met wie hy onderhoude gevoer
het. Hy het verseg om dit te doen, en is
ingevolge art. 205 van die Strafproseswet

gedagvaar,

Mnr. Bateman het tot more teen dic
middaguur kans om die name aan die Po-
lisie te verstrek, of om dan in die hof te

vcr\iirn.

gens die Cape Times sou 'n verkla-

ring gister aan die Polisie gegee word. Die
Polisie het gister die name en adresse van
die vermeende ooggetuies ontvang.

aad-klag teen Sisulu

1

BRITTANJE se Frank Bruno

toring hier oor Gerrie Coetzee na

dat hy hom gisteraand vitgeslaan het in

die eerste ronde van hul vitdungeveg om die WBA se swaargwigtitel in London se Wembley-stadion.

Bruno het Coetzee na slegs 110 sekondes van die geveg vitgeslaan.

SAP gaan Cape Times
dagvaar oor berig

Deur Ons Hoofverslaggewer
DIE Kaapstadse oggendblad Cape Times gaan deur die Polisic gedagvaar word om die name van

ooggetuies te verskaf wat volge ] ]
Guguletu “vermeende guerrilla-vegters” in koelen bloede doodgeskiet het
het om hom oor te gee en 'n ander nadat hy gewond op die grond gelé het.

Dié stap volg op vergeef-
se pogings deur nrie Polisie
om die name van die cogge-
tuies by die koerant te kry,
het kapt. Jan Calitz, ska-
keloffisier van die Polisie in
Wes-Kaapland, gister gesé.

Sewe ANC-terroriste is
eergister in Guguletu in 'n
skermutseling met lede van
'n taakmag van die Polisic
doodgeskiet nadat die Poli-
sie inligting gekry het dat
hulle 'n personcelbussie
met polisiemanne en daar-
na twee polisickantore wou
aanval.

Volgens die Cape Times
het ooggetuies van die
skietgeveg wat hul name
aan die koerant verstrek
het, beweer dat “minstens
een vermeende guerrilla-
vegter deur die Polisie
doodgeskiet is nadat hy ge-
probeer het om hom oor te
gee". Die berig, wal promi-

nent op die voorblad gepu-
bliseer is onder die opskrif
“Man with hands in air
shot — witness”, noem nie
die coggetuies se¢ name nie,
maar meld dat hulle in die
woonkwartiere van 'n mel-
kery langs die toneel van
die skietery woon.

IN KOP

Volgens die berig beweer
die ooggetuies ook dat “nog
'n verdagle wat gewond op
die grond gelé het, deur die
polisie-taakmag van kant
gemaak is”.

'n Qoggetuie vertel dat
hy skielik ontploffings en
skote gehoor het. Hy het na
'n venster gehardloop, en 'n
man op die sypaadjie oor-
kant die pad sien [&. “'n
Polisieman het na hom toe
gestap en hom in die kop
geskiet,” het hy gesé.

Kapt. Calitz het eergis-

teraand die Cape Times ge-
vra om die name van die
ooggetuies bekend te maak,
omdat dit 'n belangrike
deel van die Polisic se on-
dersock kan uitmaak, word
verneem. 'n Verslaggewer
het aan hom gesé dit sou
gister verstrek word.

REDE

Teen gisteraand het die
koerant nog nie die name
bekend gemaak nie.

“Die rede wat hulle ver-
strek het, is vir die Polisie
onaanvaarbaar,” het kapt.
Calitz by navraag gese.
“Die koerant gaan nou in-
gevolge die Strafproseswet
gedagvaar word ten einde
die verlangde inligting te
verkry.”

Kapt. Calitz het daarop
gewys dat die Polisie nie
vermeende terroriste sal
doodskiet indien hy hulle
gevange kan neem nic. Ge-

ns 'n berig in dié koerant beweer dat hulle gesien het hoe die Polisie in
- een nadat hy geprobeer

vange terroriste is baie
waardevolle bronne van in-
ligting in die teeninsurgen-
siestryd.

ERVARE

“Enigiemand wat die
aard van teeninsurgensie
ken, sal weet dat inligting
"n sleutelrol speel.

“Die polisiemanne wat
by die optrede betrokke
was, is almal ervare mense,
baie van hulle uitgesoekte
spesialiste. Hulle weet wat-
ter waarde 'n gevange. ter-
roris vir die Polisie inhou.

“Wanneer icmand egter
met 'n AK47-geweer op jou
skiet, is daar geen tyd om
lank te redekawel nie. Die
Polisie is cerste aangeval en
het hulself verdedig,” het
kapt. Calitz gesé.

wee polisiemanne, een
'n offisier, het noue ontko-
mings in die skietgeveg ge-
had.

aankondiging duid
stel dat die Veilight
te steeds sal voor
die orde en veilight
tens bestaande wi
te verscker. Hy
hoop uitgespreek
Suid-Afrikaners hu
le vreedsaam sal of
rig op bl. 2.)

Eenskla

Ock mnr. Louis
ge, Minister van
Orde, het die pul
rusgestel dat die
orde ondanks die o
van die noodtoestar
gehandhaaf sal wo

Mnr. Le Grange
teraand aan Die
gesé die besluit var
gering beteken nie
Veiligheidsmagte 1
kla][‘:s uit onrusgeb
trek sal word nie.
steeds voldocnde
heidsmagte wees
reg en orde doeltr¢
handhaaf, en hulle
bly solank as wat «
15,

“As die onrusm
wilde mense gehoo!
die oproep van di
president, sal dit
staat stel om dit
heidsmagte vroeér
trek. Hulle sal b
onttrek word voo
nie tevrede is dal
orde gehandhaaf
nie.”

Met verwysing
Botha se verklarin;
staande wetgewir
rende die huidig
mentsitting her
word sodat voortge
valle van onrus sc
ongerief van 'n

@ VERVOLG OP |

offiekamer nou oop vir alle LP

Van Ons Parlementére Redaksie

ndom die gebruik van die koffiek

te

van

Orde van die drie Huise verwys. Gister het hy hul beslui-

Verteenwoordigers besluit het dat die huidige

mer van hierdie Raad “doelmatig omgeskep w
[ 'a laacl Aia huidiaas 1s
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Deur Ons
Politieke Redaksie
DIE Cape Times se redak-
sionele kommentaar en be-
rigte oor die Polisie is lank
reeds verdraai en bevoor-
oordeeld, hoewel die Polisie
altyd geprobeer het om in-
gevolge die ooreenkoms
tussen die pers en die Poli-
sie vriendelike betrekkinge
met dié koerant te hand-
haaf, skryl die Kommissa-
ris van Polisie, genl. Johann
Coetzee, in 'n skerp brief
wat gister in die Cape Ti-

mes gepubliseer is.

Hoewel die Cape Times
die ooreenkoms aanvaar en
onderteken het, het die

Cape Times besluit dat
geeneen van sy verslagge-

wers vir akkreditasie aan-.

soek sal doen nie, omdat dit
'n_ vorm van sensuur is,
Hierdeur het die Cape Ti-
mes nie net getoon dat hy
die spel slegs volgens sy eie
reéls sal speel nie, maar die
beginsel van akkreditasic —
wal wéreldwyd aanvaar en
hoog aangeslaan word - on-
der verdenking geplaas.

DOODGESKIET
Boonop het die koerant

'n beleid van “verhoor deur

die koerant” aanvaar as
noodsaaklike diens aan sy
lesers, ongeag die getal hof-

van NG Kerke:

1igsbeheer

inerend

: Kantoor

iet sy steun toegesé aan 'n positicwe verstedelikings-
ingsbeheer” en het ook onderneem om waar moont-

Wer.

Cape Times-berigte lag
reeds verdraai — Coetzee

sake en geregtelike onder-
soeke wat nadelig daardeur
geraak word.

In dié verband verwys
genl. Coetzee na die Cape
Times se hantering van die
skietery vroeér vandees-
maand in Guguletu waarin
sewe gewapende mans
doodgeskiet is.

“Ondanks die feit dat die
mans wat doodgeskiet is,
swaar gewapen was met
handgranate en Russies-
vervaardigde aanvalsgewe-
re en. handwapens, het u
herhaaldelik die Polisie se
optrede bevraagteken, U
ignoreer blykbaar ook ge-
rieflikheidshalwe my aan-
vanklike verklaring waarin
ek uitdruklik gese het die
Polisie het voorafl inligting
gehad dat 'n aanval op 'n
polisiebus beplan word. In
u daaropvolgende nuusbe-
rigte en latere redaksionele
kommentaar bevraagteken
u voortdurend die Polisie,
wat tog sekerlik die reg het
om te keer dat sy eie mense
geskiet word, en verlaat u u
voortdurend op sogenaam-
de coggetuies en familiele-
de in 'n poging om die in-
druk te wek dat die mense
wat doodgeskiet is, ‘onskul-
dige’ werksoekers was (hoe-
wel hulle swaar bewapen
was). Op 13 Maart vra u
ook verskeie vrae en eis
openbare antwoorde daar-

HALLEY

VERVOLG VAN BLADSY 1

Peter Wenzel gesé.

Giotto se seine na die aar-
de het stil geword en toe
weer met tussenpose deur-
gekom.

Voordat die tuig geswyg
het, het Giotto oor 'n af-
stand van 144 miljoen km
skouspelagtige foto's van
die komeetiern na die aarde
estuur. Die kern is beson-
er onreélmatig, aartappel-
vormig, sowat 15km lank
en 4 km breed en dit draai
om sy eie as.

Giotto het stil geraak
presies twee sekondes voor-
dat wetenskaplikes die eer-
ste foto’s van Giotto se
| naaste punt aan die komeet
| verwag het,

Die tuig is s0 ver van die
aarde dat die seine, wat teen
die snelheid van lig beweeg,
agt minute nodig gehad het
| om die onderskepstasie in

| Australié te bereik,

AS Halley se Komeet
douvoordag bo die kim
verskyn, lyk dit of hy
op sy kop staan. Die
foto is gisteroggend
kort nd middernag op
Sutherland geneem toe
Giotto verby die ko-
meet se kern geskiet
het.

Wetenskaplikes sé onge-
reelde seine word steeds van
die beskadigde tuig ontvang,
maar die opspoortoestelle
op die aarde kon nie daarop
inskakel nie, Geen gegewens
word ontvang nie,

Giotto slinger en waggel
waarskynlik dronkerig deur
die ruimte nadat hy hom in
die stofstorm van die ko-
meet se koma vasgeloop het.
Dit sal geruime tyd duur
voordat daar sekerheid oor
Giotto se toekoms sal wees.

Dr. C.B. Cosmovici, 'n lid
van die Europese weten-
skaplike span wat na die
Suid-Afrikaanse Sterrewag
op Sutherland gekom het
om Giotto se vordering te
monitor, het gister aan Die
Burger gesé groter welslae
is met die Giotlo-sending
behaal as wat verwag is. Die
tuig het 570km van die
kern verbygeskiet.

Giotto se welslae is
grootliks te danke aan die
samewerking van elf lande.

voor,” lui die by
Genl. Cmtzcec\i;yg
op dat elke Onng
dood tot n hofsag) gf
regtelike nadoodse
soek lei wat albej oo

die publiek. Alle rele

die waarheid te kom,
vrae van die publj
antwoord.” mk'!e

verband voor 'n gercgl
ondersock beinvioed
vra hy die koerant g
brief te publiseer omdy;
lesers daarop geregtig |
te weet dat hul vrae b

Genl. Coetzee sé yg
dat die Cape Times dey
weiering om sekere va
verslaggewers te laat g
diteer, openlik dic oo
koms tussen die pers eq' )
Polisie minag. “*Daarom s
daar geen rede waarom
Cape Times enige toeg
tot inligting rakende die P
lisie moet hé nie.”

“Die houding van it
Cape Times is te betrey
omdat dit 'n ondiens amy
lesers bewys. Geakkred-§8
teerde verslaggewers b
toegang tot sensitiewe inlig &
ting wat hulle in staat
om korrekte beriglelt
skryf,” luidens die briel.

® In sy kommenta
hierop sé die redakteur v
dic Cape Times dat g
Coetzee se inligting v
keerd is. Die redakteur M
nog nooit die uitlating &
akkreditasie gedoen W
aan hom toegeskryf is M
Hy verwys blykbaar na &
houding van die South ¥
rican Society of Journali

Die Cape Times b
haaf voorts die _oqreenitﬂg'
tussen die Polisic ¢
pers.

" Qor die Guguletu-skit¥
ry sé die redakteur dat uk
vrae wat niks met di¢
saak te doen het nié
onbeantwoord is. “0ns "}
werp dic aantyging dt 7
die publiek voor 'n 5=rf]$ i
like ondersoek bein’

her.”
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Dinsdag 26 November 1996

Polisie
bieg oor
dood van
7 in 86

KAAPSTAD. - Be-
weerde menseregte-
skendings tydens die
Pollsmoor optog in
1985 en die skiet van
diesogenaamde Gugu-
letu Sewe sal vandees-
week hier by 'n sitting
van die Waarheids-en-
versoeningskommis-
sie onder die soeklig
kom.

Die verhoor vandag
.. handel oor verskeie be-
¢ weerde skendings in
1985, met inbegrip van
- die Pollsmoor optog in
. Maart daardie jaar.

- Dit handel ook oor ge-
- beure wat daaruit ge-
vloei het.

Moére en oormoére sal
getuienis aangehoor
word oor die voorval op
3 Maart 1986 in Gugule-
tu toe sewe jong mans in
'n skietery met die Poli-
sie gesterf het.

- Familielede van die
. oorledenes en ander ge-
~ tuies sal more aange-
+ hoor word.

&  Oormoére sal die nege

" Kaapse polisiebeamptes

. getuig wat gedagvaar is
| om te verskyn in ver-
. band met die skietery.
¢ Dr. Desmond Tutu,
. voorsitter van die kom-
(& missie, sal vandag en
=  more-oggend teenwoor-
@ dig wees by die verhore.

i Die hoof van die WVK
i se ondersoekeenheid,
* komm. Dumisa Ntse-
8% beza, sal hierna die ver-

¢ hore lei. - (Sapa)

27 NOVEMBER

Hy het ‘nie gebieg’

KAAPSTAD.- Getuienis oor die skiet
van die sogenaamde Guguletu Sewe
op 3 Maart 1986 sal vandag by 'n sit-
ting van die Waarheids-en-versoe-
ningskommissie aangehoor word.

Kaapse polisiebeamptes wat 'n ken-
nisgewing ontvang het om voor die
WVK oor die skietery te getuig, kom
more aan die beurt.

Dir. Johan Kleyn, stasickommissa-

oor Guguletu 7

ris van Mitchell's Plain en een van
die polisiemanne wat more moet ge-
tuig, het sterk standpunt ingeneem
teen 'nopskrifin gister se berig in Die
Burger: “Polisie hieg oor dood van 7
in '86". .
Hy het gese hy het net getuig, nie
gebieg nie. “Bieg” verwys na 'u .s!{u]d—
arkentenis Hy hef niks verkeeids g6-

ioen mie. non i K aeen.
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WAARHEIDSKOMMISSIE

KAAPSTAD. - Een van die so-
genmamde Guguletu 7 is voor
sy o en ten aanskoue van lig-
uuumllk gestremde kinders en
‘n koshulsmoeder twee keer
deur ‘n polisieman in die kop
geskiet, het 'n man gister voor
die Waarheids-en-versoenings-
kommissie getulg.

Mnr. Ronnld Benting. bestuur
del

sewe was terroriste wat volgens
hul inligting beplan het om die
uvggend 'nminibus van die Polisie
in 'n hinderlaag te lel. Hulle het
beweer hulle het uit noodweer ge-
skiet nadat 'n handgranaat na
hulle gegpool is.

Mnr. Benting het getuig hy het
die oggend dertion kinders van
die skoal vervoer toe hy deur po-
lisieheamptes gestop Is toe hy oor
“n brug gery het. Mev, Pat Smith,
“n hulsmoeder, wis ook by

Daar was sowal 25 polisiebe-
amptes op die tone “n Man het
in dlie pad gele. Ek was onder die
indruk hy lewe nog, hoewel hy

nile beweey het nle. *n Wit palisie-
man het no vore gekom en die
man voor my. die Kinders en die
hulsmoeder twee keer in die kop
peskiot. “Toe die polisleman my
shen, het hy gesé: “Wat de donder
maatk iy hier met die Kinders™

Mnr, Elmllng he't getuig hy het
danrna terugy

Mev, Smll!l :Im( die voorval in
'n verklaring bevestig.

Mnr, General Sibaca wat 15 'n
hoate] reg oor die tonee] gewoon
het, het getulg hy het die oggend
‘n gerias grhoor soos molors wat
bats. Hy het by die venster uitge-
kyk en twee blanke mans gesien
skiet en mense wat in die rigting
van bosse hardloop. Daar s op
hulle geskiet.

Mnr. Sibaca het gesé sy kamer
se vensterruit is danrna uitge-
skiet. Hy was egter nuuskierigen
het weer geloer wat anngaan.

Hy het gesien 'n swart man stap
met sy arms omhoog na ‘n wit
mar en hoe 'n wapen van die
swart man se heup af gehasl
ward. 'n Wit man het uitgeroe
“Bkiet hom!” 'n Polisieman het
die swart man van agter gegryp
en met die knie in die rog ge
stamp. Dle man het geval en is
twee keer geskiet

Wit mans het met nog 'n swart

Koshuisma en kinders
sien Guguletu skietery

Man met 2 skote in kop neergevel, hoor WVK

man it die bosse pekom. Die
man het 'n plastieksak by hom ge-
had. Die wit mense het bloed van
die pad af gewas.

Mnr. Rudolf Lazarro het gﬂulu
hy i 'ntyd nd 'n
Polisle ontbied wat hom lu:u 381‘
wys en govrea het of dit die mans
s wat hom beroof het. Hy was
verstom dat dic Polisie mense s4
uitmekaar kon skiet. Hy het twee
wan die mans herken, maar nle
een van halle was dié wat hom be-
roof het nie. Hy het aan die Poli-
sle gesé dit s die rowers nie,
it hulle hit gesé hy moet mooi
kyk en baje seker mank.

‘n Lid van die WVK se onder-
soekspan het hom ' ruk gelede 'n
verklaring gewys wat by die go-
regtelike ondersoek na dbe Gugu-
letu 7 se dood ingedien is. Lui-
dens dié verklaring het hy die se-
we uitgeken as die rowers. Die lid
van die on et gesien
die handtekening op dié verkls-
ring verskil van die cen op die
verklaring wal mnr. Lazarro
voor die Polisie afgelé het.

Munr, Lazarro het ontken dat hy
oait so 'n verklaring afgeld het en
datdli sy hnndlekening is. 'Ibeil}‘
gister foto's van die Gugaletu 7
gewys is. het hy gesé hy ken geen-
een van hulle nie,

—

Kaabse joernalis was glo te radikaal

Louis Nel
Palitieke Redaksie
KAAPSTAD. - Elemente van die

medin was kop incen mus met die
destydse regering, het ‘n voormall
ge senior jocrnalls van die Cape
Times, mnr, Tony Weaver, gister
voor die  Wanrheids-en-versoe
ningskommissie getu g

Mur. Weaver het in sy getulents
oor die voorval waarin sewe jong
mense deur die Polkale in Guguletu
doodgeskiet is. gesé die destydse
besturende direkteur van Times
Media Limited, mnr. Gordon Mul-
holtand, het hom as “te radikaal

Ko

Net nadat die Poliste kiagtes
teon die ‘Times oor die Gugu-
Tetu voorval lnat vaar het, het mnr,

Mulholland uui" die mmlnauq.p;

regskoste betaal nie. Mar, Weaver
is deur die Polisie aangekla inge-
volge ' artikel wat bepaal nie
mand mag ‘n verklaring oor die Po-
lisie mank sonder om redelike
stappe te doen om die waarheid
vils 1o stel nie,

Mnr. Weaver het gesit die voor
malige redaktour van die Sunday
Times, wyle mnr. Terthus My,
burgh, wou nle berigte van hom ge-
bruik nie onid.
Is “ant{-Un!
woil ook nie sy

het pleks viit “ler

Mnr, Weaver Im ;mml.: daar
was ten tyde van die Guguletu
skietery ‘n algemene atmosfeer
van wetteloosheld in die Polisie.

“Die Polisie was prakties buite be-
e

Dit het gelyk of die Polisle vasbe-
slote was om alle teenstand ult te
wis. Daar was duldelike bewyse
wan sumespanning tussen die Poli-
sie en die vigilantegroep bekend as
die Witdoeke.

y was voor 1985 ‘n korres

dc-nl in Namibié en hm die mrll
wyse van die gevreesde weermag:
eepheld Koevoet geken. Dit was
dutbdel ik dat Koevoet metodes deur
die Polisle toegopas is. “tereg:
stolling™ van die E‘.ugulmu 7 het nl
die kenmerke van 'n Koevoet ope-
rasie gehad

Hy is destyds deur It Attle Laub-
scher, skakeloffister van die Poli-
sle in Wes-Kaapland, gewaarsku
daar is opdrag gegee om hom “te
Kry”. Hy het dit as 'n doodsdreige

Mnr. Tony Weaver

ment beskou.

Mnr. Weaver het getulg ‘n poli-
sleman het een keer met ‘n haelge-
weer in sy rigting mkln‘l Hy het
net betyds weggeduik

Tutu vra media om
voorlegging te doer

HAAPSTAD. - Die Waarhe
versoeningshommissie hoop
voorlegging van die medin |
het die voorsitter. dr. Desmo
tu, gister gesé.

Dit kom nd die getulenis va
Tony Weaver, 'n voormalige |
li# van die Cape Times, wat g
media-elemente was destyds
een mins met die regering.

Hy het gesd 50 'n voorlegel
die media s rol in die konfl
die verlede sal die kommiss
am so ' volledige moontlike
Jie van dié konflik te kry.

Constand sé vanda
oor WVK, amnesti
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hoyes Ganeral Mo-
tors producta

And the Minlster of
Fnviranmont Affuirn
and Tourlsm, Mr John
Wiley, hun nlsn warnml
e Pord Eliznlioth-hamod
motor glanl 1o knop Iy
nemg al of Bouth Afrl-
en'n lmshnnan,

Mr K sibarg's suthurat
duclng — the  secomd
romding debste on the
Houth  Afriesn  Tour hl
Carparallan Amend
mant Wil comes in Uhe
wake of o stalement by
the managing-director of
General Molors, Mr Bob
White, that GM would
give legal and financial
support Lo its black em-
ployees il they were

wan supporied by t.vn

caused & furore In I’nn
Elizaheth,

In w atlnging ail
th Houns of
U o HINE
denerihod thy
Iy

Doseriling Mr White's

stuml ww un Clmpert|
sehce” e sald what W
Bierlleedl down o wan Gen
wral Muotars now adopt-
ing the slonce of “what |s
good for General Molors
Is  good for Soulh
Afriea™.

Mr Stofberg sald he
had met a member of the
editorial board of the

busii

New York ‘Times reo
cenlly wha had told hin
That he could nul belisw
that Houwlh Afrlen wa
wolog o wllow such In
tarfarenco.

Haplying to the debatc
lutar, Mr Wiley aaid ths
the nuestlon  of (he

taches el nothing 1
[ le.lh Gienoral Molurn
Ll

Allwagrperawe afl ]
mnaghing direciors ulll
mde.

He swid the govern-
menl was continuously
giving atlentlon lo the
“sensitive” problem of
beaches and  dispules
over whelhar to open
them to all races

Usuwally the problems

the back-up unit had ln
equally close shave. Bul-
lets from & burst of AK
47 fire hit the mogazine
and muzzle of his rifle w
he sal in his vehicle. He
had shards of glass in as
eye.

Witnesses sald some of
the terrorists fled over
an open field towardi
thick bush, firing hand.
guns over their shoul
ders al police.

Police followed the
fugitives seconds laler,
dlnrkurinl over &
small hill. They had re
turned several minutes
afterwards carrying §
plastic bag and a brief
case, the witnesses said
By 10 am the entire
battle area had been
cordoned oflf hy police
and traffic police and
several Casspirs took up

stratezic nositions.

Snatched girl, 4, in B¢

Dispaich Reparter
EAST LONDON — The
two-continenl hunt for a
father alleged to have
abducted his daughter
In Essex. England, has
switched to the Border
area

Police confirmed yes-
terdoy that Mr Hugh
Hilliard, 34. and his
daughter, 4-year-old Lo-
rilee, spent  Sunday
night &l a Kei Mouth ho-
bl

The Border police
lisison officer. Lieuten-
ant Dot van der Vyver,
sald Mr 1HHerd and Lo
rhlee were bel d 1o be

Town in a brown Valks-
wagen Beetle with the
registration number
cXpznT

Mr Hilliard allegedly
ahducted Lorilee from
her mother, Mrs Julie
Hilliard, 28, on February
12 and boarded a flight
to Scuth Africa from
Heathrow airpori  the
Tollowing day

A close friend of Mrs

Hilliard, Mr Brian Hill.
sald the llil]lurd‘ rlw

Hilliard would try v
reach his sister who
lived there

Pictures of him and
Larilee were carried in
several newspapers as
well as television news
broadcasts last month

e said Mrs Hilliard
had offered o reward of
1 000 for the return of
her daughter

Police want Mr Hi..-
iard in connection rlll':

orce
undcrwlyallhul:m!
Mr il said the* ab
duction was given *
nprcau WS COVETage in

travelling lowards Cape

regiun
as pollcg nnperlrrl M

of court as well os ab-
duction,

“We now belicve he I8
trylng te evade the auth-
urities by travelllng
along the coast In 3
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Chaos erupts during
imlice ambush video

CAPE TOWN — There
chsotic scenes af the

bearing oo
Seven yes-
y when several rela-

-

E‘i

ﬁmmcn ignored them

continued watching
videa.

! hearings  were

ly balted after Ms

Ngewu, the mo-

ther of one of the dead

-lppldu.mofhtrm
r Piet Ngewu's

dreadlocked
was lying on his
with a large-calibre
hole in his temple.
AK4T with extra
incs laped (ogether
'wearby. Police had tied
around his body
d were rolling him over.
video commentary
mﬁ wis being doac
police suspected
Mr Ngewu was lying on a

parrator remarked
thet Mr Ngewu was wear-
ing blue socks similar to
the type issued to police.
Afler Ms Ngewu’s shoc
struck Dir Knipe. he stood
up anad with a dismissive
gesture strode out of the
room accompanicd by

Mitchells Plaia station
commissioner  Director
Johaa Kleyn.

THE TRUTH

P > AR

COMMISSION

“I can't understand wha{
kind of protection is af-
forded to witnesses if you
are assaulted in the com-
mission hearing,” he said.

“I am not willmg to go
back unless [ am affocded
some kind of protection.”

When the hearing re-
sumed fater, Dir Knipe
and Dir Kleyn were seen
walching from a closed
circuit television in the
media room.

The head of the commis-

sion's investigative unit,
Mr Dumisa Ntsebeza, who
was chairing the hearings,
said the commission re-
gretted the incident, but he
understood why the rela-
tives wept.

“I just want to place on
record that the families
had been cxtensively
briefed by the commission
beforehand and told it
might not be in their inter-
esis 1o see the video.”

He said he bad not seen

the shoe thrown at Dir
Knipe but, if it had hap-
pened, the commission
took a dim view of i,

“The commission under-
stands the emotions of
people who come to these
hearings. The proceedings
should be camied out
under the stfictest obser-
vance of decorum, as
befits the commission.”
On Wednesday the com-
mission heard witnesses to
thz shootings describe
how police er:cuted at
least two of the men as
they lay unarmed.
According to the official
police version of the
shootings, the men were
suspected ANC gucrillas
killed in a shootout. —
Sapa

Policeman tells how he
shot ‘terrorist’ in 1986

CAPE TOWN — A Cape Town polce-
“terracist”

msa who shot 2

After whatseemed an eternity [ turned to
look ia the dicection of the intersection.
The mext mimute the grenade exploded
¥ 3 metres away from me. "
broke out, aad he saw the man
who bad lhrown the grensde runming
away, He kaclt and fired from a distance
i of abewt #m, sad the man fell. After the
to  shooting subsided, he walked over to the
man and cdablished ke was dead.
Dir Kleyn said be was not sure whether

stakeout. amy of bis shots had struck the man, and
Reading a preparcd statement, be sald  he establisked later that other policemen

ke the coctsmission’s work amd  had also fired at him,

was 0 raswei amy He later buad a deat in: the Cortina's
Im 1986 be had beco a in in the door, aad ssumed the greasde bounced

As he got st of the vehicke, service pis-
tol im hand, oae of the men threw 2 hand-

1 beacd the Cortina screech away.

ofT it before explodiag.

“I bave no doubt that the person who
theew (he greande at me and wmy col-
leagues did so with the intention of killing
me,” he nid. The man bad therefore
cwn&*r ted the offence of attempled mur-

He would mot have beem able to catch
the Aecing man, or identify him later, and
2 warning shout would have beea lost in
the din of punfice,

“I had ma other choice than to sheot at
kim to trylo prt"lt Imn from escaping,
sad 1o serest him,” he

That was the first nm‘l ulv lime im his
police career he had fired on a pecsoa,
aad hoped be would mever be in that sit-
uation agala. I he found himself in the
same pasitiea today he would probably

fice on the person to preveat hism from

gtunumutnttmmut 1sssessanee]

escaping. — Sapa

Viljoen
says he’ll

apply for
amnesty if
deadline

extended

PRETORIA — Freedom
Front leader General
Constand Viljoen yester-
day said he would apply
for indemnity for plan-
ning 2cts of resistance in
1994 if the amnesty cut-
off date was extended.

“As leader I will accept
responsibility and initi-
ate a process (o ensure
that ampesty be granted
for the informal resis-
fance movement we
planoed,” he told a
media bricfing here.

He would do this in his
capacily as a political
leader, Gen Viljoen said.

His stance against asking
for amnesty for military
operations while he was
chief of the former South
African Defence Force
had not changed.

Gen Viljoen said prepara-
tions for resistance
against an  African
National Congress take-
over had peaked after the
amnesty cut-off date of
December 6, 1993,

These had been planned as
part of a stralcgic option
in the event of political
negotiations failing.

“This would bave left us
with little choice but vio~
lent action to enforce a
more acceptable deal for
the Afrikaner.” Gen
Viljoen said.

Gen Viljoen said there had
been plans to establish
an Afrikager state by
military means months
before the 1994 election.

The planned action consti-
tuted a criminal offence,
Gen Viljoen said.

“We had the intention of
taking a cerfain area
through force and pro~
claiming this to be an
Afnikaner volkstaat.

“We would have been
prepared to defend it
with military power if
neccessary,” Gen Viljoen
said. — Sapa

TRC explains aims at workshop
B\ST LONDON — The Truth and Remncﬂlatmn

Cnmmiscinn and the Kine William e Tann moanicinabi
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Conflicting evidence
on Guguletu shooting

CAPE TOWN — Many
questions still surrounded
the police shooting of
seven Guguletu men in
March 1986, with cyewit-
nesses 1o the shootings
contradicting the official
police version of a shoot-
out with suspected gueril-
las, the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission
heard yesterday.

The commission has
subpoenaed nine retired
and serving Westem Cape
policemen — including
the head of the violent
crimes unit, Director
Leonard Knipe — to
explain the role of the
police in the shootings.
The nine are due to testfy
today.

Yesterday, the first to
testify was Ms lIrene
Mxinwa, the mother of
23-year-old Simon Mxin-
wa who was ooe of Lhe
men shot dead by police
in Guguletu on March 3,
1986.

“l would like to know
why it was my son was
shot. [ do not know why
he was shot. [ ask myself
these questions. Why did

lice shoot our children
or no apparent reason?
What did our children do
to deserve death?” she
asked.

According to police
accounts of the shootings,
the police had received
information that a SA
Police staff bus was to be
ambushed on March 3 by
Umkhonto weSizwe gue-
rillas in a stolen minibus.

The police alleged that a
hand grenade was thrown
at them by the group and
they retalialed with gun-
fire in self-defence.

Members of the Western
Cape unrest unit and the
murder and robbery squad
were involved 1a the
shoatout.

They claimed Russian
weapons were seized.

However, witnesses to
the shootings suggested
that the men had been
killed in cold blood and
that at least two of them,
Mr Christopher Piet and
Mr Zabonke Konile, had
been “finished off" a
close range while lying on
the ground.

They claimed MrMxin-
wa had been chased into
nearby bushes” and shat
dead by a Warrant Officer
Bamard and a Serpeant
MeMaster, and that wea-
pons had been planted un
the bodics o justify the
killings.

Commissioner  Mary
Burton wld yesterday's
hearing that the commis.
stan hoped o provide the
dead men’s relatives with
“answers 0 some of the

questions you have been
asking for so loog”.

Ms Mxinwa testified that
she had recovered her
son’s body from a police

after a fmitless
seven-day search.

Ms Edith Njobs, the
moather of one of theseven
men killed, Zandisile
Njobo, said policc had
repeatedly detained and
tortured her husband.

Ms Njobo said fat in
1985 police repaledly
raided her howe, warch-
ing for Zandisile 2d his
twin brother Arthu, who
they claimed kept wea-

poans here. a
“They would kick the

doors and the twins would
go out throogh the back
door and mun,” she said .
“We were suffering be-
cause of this treatment 2ad
couldn't slecp.”

The twins went under-
ground in 1986, although
they made coolact from
time to time to let their
parents know they were
well. Ooe Tuesday a po-
lictman came to ber bouse
and told ber one of her
sons had been shot.

Weeping, Mrs Njobo
told the commission ber
husband had identified
Zandisile's bodge al the
meetaary, and police
had forced them to bury

THE TRUTH

&L

COMMISSION

Tutu still battles with

Mnmm::em
5 mission oa its -
tears over Sad StOTIES g we aparbeia o

flict, the chairman of the
CAPE TOWN — Aller eight moaths of bearings, the Archbishop
chainasa of the Truh aad R; iliation C i Dx d Tutu, said yes-

Archbishop Desmosd Tatu, still baithes to hold back

“Speaking for myelf [ have many, many moments
when # is difficalt b restrain tears. I have tried very
kard mot to oy beause [ dea't waat sewspaper car-

tooms.

“But [ hope that the people of this country will listea

walk sheut with a vuy heavy burden oa ther bearts.
“It's a very deep puin these people are carrying. But
they can lnugh, they cn sing, they can forgive. And we
keep saying bow mad we wish, 25 it were, for people ca
the other side to be spuaily geserous and jost say socry,
soary. They will be amared at the respoase they get” —

Sapa

Tony Weaver, at a hear-
ing in Cape Town oa the
police shooting of the so-

of the media were guilty
of collusion with the for-
mer National Party gov-
emment, either by re-
maining silent oa_key
events of suppressing the
truth, — Sapa

Police ‘helped attack’ shacks

TEMBISA — Polic colluded with 2
group of men in baladavas who aitacked
Ivory Park squalters coe night in August
1692, the Truth and Reconailiation Com-

mission heard vesterhy.

Testifying before the commission's
human rights violatiens committee, wit-
nesses said there wer police casspirs an

Her husband was shot in the back while
runging away and ber daughter was shot
kalled.

Ms Mundau sad several neighbours’

children were wounded. The squalier set-

street corners and the palice affered no  shot.

help to the injured.

Unemployed Antonicia Mundau, 40,
said on the night of theaniack she woke to

gunshots and screams.

“When my family checked what was
happening we discovered men in bala-
clavas and policemen in uniform atack-
ing squatters. When lboked at my watch
it was about 4 am.” she said

Ms Mundau said sk grabbed Ber tan
children and ran for shelier with neigh-
hours but was hit by astone and fell.

A policeman said: “Here's anather dog.

katl e

Ms Elsie M

tlement had been peaceful until then.
Ms Fahlaza Manyisa said she was shot
in the right knee. Her daughter was also

ye said she wi d

Jam.

the 2track from behind closed doors and
saw police hippos outside houses at about

The next moming, looking for her five
year-ald daughter who had wisited a
friend, she saw bodies in the open veld.

“Some were covered. | was scared to

loak further and the policemen there

tal. — Sapa

chased people who wanted to know about
the whereabouts of their relatives.”

She said her daughter was among
injured children admitted 1o a local bospi-
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Man W1th hands m air shot— witness

‘By CHRIS BATEMAN
WITNESSES to the tail-
end of yesterday's shoot-
m claimed that at leasi

suspect guerilla

m shot and killed by

ce after attempting
give himselfl up.

| They also claimed that
another suspect lying
. weunded on the ground
| was “finished off™" by the
uu:a squad.

i

The witnesses, all of
whom willingly gave
their names to the Cape
Times, are residents at a
dairy company boarding
hostel which overlooks
the street where the gun-
fight took place.

One wilness said he
was downstairs when he
suddenly heard “explo-
sions and gunfire”. He
had run to @ window to
see a man lying on the

pl\'lmenl across the
road

m,
“One wlkmn Just
to him and
the head.” he

A second boarder said
that he had rushed out-
side to see ple run-
ning. One man had his
hands raised above his
head when shols were
fired and he collapsed,
he said.

walked u;
shot him
said.

The witness claimed
one shot hit the man in
the head while others
struck him in the legs.

A third witness said he

police grab a man,
l.-h! a pliht from the su-
spect’s belt and then
knee him in the stomach
before punching him to
the ground.

“A policeman some
distance away said that
they should shoot him.

then fired three
shuh into him with a ri-
Me.” he claimed.

The wilness said a
wumber of the suspecis
ran into the bush, firing
back at the police with
handguns. Police fol-
lowed the suspects over
a little rise and returned
later carrying o plastic

dent of Montana who
lives about 1km from the
bridge at the entrance to
Guoguletn safd he heard
“a very heavy explosion™
about 7.30am,

The man, who did not
want Lo be identified,
does combal shoating as
a hobhy. He sald he

kea

bag and a
® A -year-old resi-

fire about Iul( a second
before the explosion,

“then a considerable
amount of automatic ri-

Me fire for 30 to 40 see-
onds™,

“For the next five
minutes or so there was

sporadic l'irlll( which
died away to single shots,
About five to 10 minutes
later police vehicles

osed the

work there was a police
Casspir and armed police
reaction force people al
the bridge. They were
turning some people
back but letting olhers
through.”

® A police spokesman,
Lieutenant Attie
Laubscher, said last
night that the police de-
nied the and

to Gugnletu,
“By the time I left for

them “with the
contempt they deserve”,

7 die in battle with police

By CHRIS BATEMAN
SEVEN suspected urban guerillas were shot dead
in a gunbatile with police in Guguletu early yester-
day, seconds after being confronted by Peninsula
Murder and Robbery Unit detectives on NY1.

An aerial view of the shootout scene. The initial confrontation took place near the intersection of the two roads.
This picture was supplied by the South African Police.

y MALCOLM FRIED

PRE THAN 250 hostile
uletu residents yes-
day watched police
g buckets of water to
h away the hlood on
NY1 road In Gugu-

he crowd began gath-
g mbout Tam, soon
jer seven men had
n killed in a gunbat-

tle with security forces.,

It was obvious that
their sympathies were
with the dead men.

As two Casspirs and
three police vans crowd-
ed around the mini-bus
in which the seven had
been travelling. onlook-
ers pressed against a cor-

40 metres up the

road.
The people jeered

plice inspect some of the weapons and ammunition recovered after the
ermission had to be obtained from the police for this picture to be published.

Jeers as police wash away

whenever a car ap-
proached the rope bar-
rier. “Geo through, go,"
they shouted, mocking
the policemen guarding
the corden as they
turned the vehicles
by in the crowd,
woman in the
holding a baby and point-

ing to an army helicopter s

circling overhead, said:
“They take us and put us

I

ut in

in jail. They shoot us.
What must T feel about
them now?"

Another, hysterically
cluiching at reporters
and photographers, said:
“You must tell every-
body what is happening |
here. We want all the
No:le to know the

th.

About 10 policemen,

i ¥
Picture: vor Markman

blood

carrying shotguns and
R1 rifles, stood silently
by the barrier as TV
crews film seene,
and listened to a hystand-
er loudly saying “Let
them try it again. | do not
think e will easily let
m."

A policeman waved
from the passenger seal
of a Casspir as he drove
past. .

Two poiicemen were
lightly wounded, one
after a hand-grenade
was_ hurled at a police
vehicle and another by
Mying glass

In what appeared Lo be
a carefully planned
police operation, the de-

tectives confronted the
suspects aboul 7.20am
soon after they nhl,hlcd
from = stolen mini-bus.

Challenged by one de-
tective who approached

the group on fool with
his sidearm drawn, one
suspect suddenly pro-
dues

1 o hand-grenade
il It I|<J|.|uu:l

ARAT assault

Explosion

The grenade thrower
i believed to have been
the first to die from a
policeman’s bullet,

impediataly after the
Erensde vxplosion,
L‘uhm special task force

ack-up vehicles drove
up and & pitched gunhat-
tle erupted, lasting
about five minutes, ac-
cording to one sour

Sources said the sto-
len mini-bus drove back
towards the group of su-
specis after the explo
sion in an apparent at-
tempt to pick them up.
However police [ire
brought it to a standstill.

General Johan Coet-
zee, the Commissioner of

precautionary mea-
sures” had been taken.

aetordlng to one
source the detectives
who initiated the contact
were "lneradibl{ lucky”
!I.u escape with their
ve

Tne renade which ex-
ploded had a 4.5 second
delay, which enabled
the police car to drive
clear and the deteclive
on foot Lo dive for cover,
he said

Splinters

The source soid one of
the guerillas had opened
automatie fire on the de-
tectives from behind a
tree. However, one of the
back-up force members
had shot and killed him
before the guerilla could
find his larget

Another policeman in
the back-up unit had an
equally close shave. Bul-
lets from o burst of AK.
47 fire hit the magazine
and muzzle of his rifle as
he sat in his vehicle
Glass splinters flew into
his eve.

Wilnesses said some af
the suspecied guerillas
Med over an open Meld
towards thick buszh, fir-
ing hand-guns over their
shoulders at police.

At least one er these
Togitives collapsed in
the bushes, fatally
wounded, they said.

Police followed the fu-

itives seconds later,

isappearing over a
small hill. They had re-
turned several minutes
afterwards ca
plastic bag and s brief-
case, the said.

Police, said
that the ANC had
planned an attack on a

nliu \lehiele in Cape

nd that “certain

By 10am the entire bat-
tle area had been cor-
doned off by police and
traffie police and

several Cassplrs took up
strategic positions.

Journalisis were pre-
vented from entering the
area as police washed
away blood from the
road,

Senior policeman, in-
cluding the Divisional
Commissioner ol the
Western Cape, Brigadier
Chris Swarl, toured the
scene.

Weapons confiscated
by police are believed Lo
include three AK-47 as-
sault rifles, two hand-
grenades, lwo Weble
revolvers (38 and 45
and a Tokarov pistol. A
large quantity of AK-47
ammunition is also be-
lieved to have been re-
covered,

A pin which police
claim was from the ex-
ploded grenade, was of
South African manufac-
ture,

Stoning

At 11.35am, 15 minules
after police had left the
area, about 75 youths —
the remainder of a
crowd of aboul 200
people who had been
watching the police —
gathered outside the
hostel next to which the
original incident had
taken place. They began
stoning a truck.

Minutes later a police
car sped down NY1 to-
wards the Guguoletu
police station, two
policemen firing several
shots into the air from
their service pistols. The
youths fled, some shout-
ing, “They are shooling
al us, help us hey are
shooting al w

The police clr contin-
ued without stopping
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Mothers of ‘guerillas’ speak

By TONY WEAVER
and ANDRE KOOPMAN

FAMILIES of two of the
seven men shot dead by
police in Guguletu early
on Monday insist their
sons were “not inter-
ested in politics” and
were on their way to look
for work when killed.

Police have said that
all seven were guerillas
of the African National
Congress (ANC).

The first that Mrs
Tsepiso Eunice Miya
knew of the death of her
23-year-old son, Jabu-
lani, was when she saw
him lying dead in the
street on the 6pm news
on TV2

Police have yet to con-
tact the families of
either Mr Miya or of Mr
Christopher Piet, 24,
who also died in the
shootout.

Mrs Nomvuyo Cynthia
Piet said she heard her
son was dead when
neighbours came to her
house and said they had
seen his body lying in
the road outside the
Murray and Roberts
Hostel in NY1.

“l first went to the
police station, then to
the Salt River mortuary.
1 found Christopher
there with a bullet hole
through his head and
blood on his face.

“Later I saw it on tele-
vision, [ saw my dead son
on television, it was a
terrible, terrible shock.

“He was not a terror-
ist, a freedom fighter, or
anything like that. He

was born in Cape Town,
he has never left Cape
Town."”

She said "he has never
been involved in poli-
tics, he has never spoken
to me aboul polities”.

“He was working at the
Good Hope Bakeries in
Goodwood until he was
laid off in December,
and since then he has
been looking for work.
On Sunday night he went
to my sister's house and
the next I heard was that
he is dead.

“Why did they do that
to my son? I will never
forgive them. They just
shot my child, God must
look after them, God will
punish them for the
blood of my child.

“I hope one day they
can also suffer, nobody
can be happy when their
child is dead, never
mind black or white, that
has nothing to do with

Her husband, Hem-
ming, is a diabetic and
cannot work, and Chris-
topher was the sole sup-
porter of the family.

Her sister, Mrs Thokie
Piet, 40, said: “On Sun-
day night he was normal
and relaxed, he said he
was going to look for a
job on Monday."

Mr Piet's girlfriend,
21-year-old second-year
University of the West-
ern Cape sociology stu-
dent Ms Kholeka Con-
stance Soloshe, has a 17-
month-old daughter,
Lusanda, by Mr Piet,
who she said was a “soc-
cer fanatic”.

My S e

Mrs Nomvuyo Piet with her granddaugh-
ter, Lusanda, holds her dead son's pass
book.

“A friend told me ear-
lier he had been shot,
but I did not believe her
and laughed it off. That
night on television I saw
my boyfriend lying on
the ground and being
dragged away by the
police with a rope. Then
I knew he was dead.

““They always say
people they shoot are
terrorists. He was just an
ordinary person, he was
not a freedom fighter.

“We never spoke about
politics, I am not inter-
ested in politics, he was

only interested a little
bit in politics, he was not
one of what they call the
comrades. We never
spoke deeply about poli-
tics, only when some-
thing happened then we
spoke about it”

Mrs Miya, 42, was sur-
rounded by grieving rel-
atives and neighbours
and broke down repeat-
edly while talking to the
Cape Times.

“Jabulani was born in
Cape Town and has
never been away, he was
out of work and looking
for a job.

“On Monday morning
was the last time I saw
him alive. He asked me
for money so he could
get a taxi to go to meet an
appointment for a job
and I gave him R2.

“My child never came
back.

“The first I knew that
he was dead was when I
saw his body on the six
o’'clock news. The police
have not been here, they
have told me nothing.

“He was never a guer-
illa, he was never in-
volved in any politics,
they can look on their
files, the police, they
will not find his name,
he was never arrested
for politics, he never
even spoke about poli-
ties.”

‘““The story of the
police is a lie. He was
never involved in the
ANC, the UDF, nothing.
Jabulani was just a
sweet boy who knew
nothing about politics.

“He was the only son I
had, I have four daugh-
ters. 1 am terribly
shocked and upset, very
bitter and angry, they
have shot the wrong
people.”

® The text of this re-
port has been telexed to
Police Headquarters in
Pretoria for comment.
Certain allegations
made by the families
have been withheld
pending the police reply
which had not been re-
ceived at the time of go-
ing to press. "
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Staff Reporter

THE crime reporter of the Cape
Times, Mr Chris Bateman, was yes-
terday served with a subpoena to
supply police with the names of
three witnesses to the shootout be-
tween police and suspected urban
guerillas in Guguletu on Monday.

The subpoena, served by the new
head of the Peninsula Murder and
Robbery Unit, Major Quinton
Visser, states that Mr Bateman has

-until Wednesday next week to sup-

ply the names and addresses of the
witnesses to police or he must ap-
pear before a Cape Town magis-

Major Quinton Visser, the new head of the Peninsula M
Robbery Unit, emerges from the Burg Street offices of
Times after serving a subpoena on crime reporter Chris
yesterday.

Reporter subpoena
over Guguletu kalls

trate on that day.-
In interviews only h
Monday’s shootout in w.
suspected urban. gue
the witnesses said polit
killed one guerilla aft
tempted to give himse
“finished off’ an
lying on the ground,
Mr Bateman has s
police with the name
ness. after first obtaml
consent. i :
He fdces up to i‘1ve ea
onment if he fails to s
other two names.
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Syfrets chief:

Worst over

for Nedbank
Page 10

‘cruck of dawn ]

“Thank goodness we
don’'t have a state of
emergency any more.
Now all we have is an
emergency.”

BUSINESS BRIEF

Gold (close) ... $343,50
Rand ........ $0,6040/50
FT index (close) 1326,80
BD 100 ......... 1242,00

Mothers of ‘guerillas’
call for public inquiry

By CHRIS BATEMAN
Crime Reporter

THREE mothers of the
seven alleged guerillas
shot dead by police in
last Monday's shootout
in Guguletu yesterday
demanded a public in-
quiry to establish wheth-

" er or not their sons were

“terrorists".

Mrs Irene Mxinwa, 60,
mother of Rastafarian
Mr Simon Mandla
Mxinwa, 23, denied that
her son could have been

- a guerilla, claiming that
he was a “little bit mad”
and that he had been an
outpatient at Valken-
berg Hospital.

A Valkenberg spokes-
man confirmed the exis-
tence of an outpatient’s
card in the name of Mr
Simon Mandla Mxinwa,
23, of E10 Nyanga.

Two other relatives of

Mr Mxinwa said that
during a visit to the Salt
River mortuary on Mon-
day this week, mortuary
staff asked them wheth-
er Mr Mxinwa had “car-
ried guns or grenades".

The relatives said they
had handed over the
dead man's pass book, to
be told they could re-
frieve it from the De-
partment of Co-opera-
tiomr and Development
offices in Observatory.

The dead man's
brother-in-law, Mr How-
ard Ndlambe, said he
had identified the
second of two bodies
shown to him as thal of
Mr Mxinwa.

“He had one bullet
wound on the left-hand
side near the temple.
The police asked what
kind of person he was. I
told them he had been a

bit insane,” Mr Ndlambe
said.

Mrs Mzxinwa, a part-
time domestic servant
for a Monte Vista family,
said she first became
aware of her son's mal-
ady when he was in Std 5
and his teacher had
called her in to say he
“could not learn”.

Her son's schooling
had ended that year.

“My heart is very sore.
My husband passed
away last year and
Simon’s disability pen-
sion is what really kept
us going,” she said.

She said she had
learnt of her son’s death
only after a week of
checking police stations
and hospitals.

Mrs Maggie Mbambo,
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Curbs on
‘ANC 7°

funeral in
Guguletu

By TONY WEAVER

RESTRICTIONS have been imposed on today's
mass funeral in Guguletu of seven alleged African
National Congress guerillas killed in a shootout
with police on March 3. -

Speakers at the funeral have been banned from
criticizing or discussing the policies of any govern-
ment worldwide and have also been banned from
criticizing the South African Police or its members.

No banners, posters, placards or pamphlets may
be displayed or distributed during the funeral and

only ordained ministers of religion are allowed to_

address the mourners.
These curbs have been imposed by the chief
magistrate of Wynberg, Mr W P Theron,

News coverage restricted

Restrictions have also been imposed on news
coverage of the funeral.

No restrictions were placed on the number of
people allowed to attend the service.

Between 30 000 and 50 000 people are expected to
attend the funeral, which will start at the Guguletu
Stadium at 10am and then move to the Nyanga
cemetery in NY108.

In a statement yesterday afternoon, Mr Theron
said he had reason to believe that “public peace
would be seriously endangered by a gathering,
namely the funeral ceremony at the funeral of the
late Mandla Simon Mxinwa, Zola Alfred Swelani,
Godfrey Jabulani Miya, Christopher Piet, Themba
MIifi, Zabonke John Konile and Themba Madiyana.

In terms of Section 46 (1) of the Internal Security
Act, Mr Theron ordered that the funeral service be
held between 10am and 3pm.

A candlelight vigil was held in part of Wynberg
last night as “a tribute to those comrades who were
killed”, an organizer of the vigil said.

Meanwhile, the Western Cape Taverners Associa-
tion called on all its members to close their she-
beens from 8pm last night to 4pm this afternoon as a
mark of respect for the seven.

Sport fixtures cancelled

And a large number of sporting bodies affiliated
to the Western Province Council on Sport (Wepeos)
have cancelled today's fixtures in commemoration
of the seven and at the request of the United Demo-
cratic Front.

Peter Honey reports from Johannesburg that the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Information,
Mr Louis Nel, gave South African newspaper groups
and foreign news organizations little option but to
limit the number of television and stills cameras
allowed into the funeral.

Foreign media representatives said yesterday
they had agreed to pool their photographic coverage
of the event: only two television cameras — from
CBS News and Worldwide Television News — and
two stills cameras would cover the event.

Mr Nel yesterday cited the Black Administration
Act of 1927 to emphasize that the governmeni was
legally entitled to bar anyone from entering black
areas.

® ‘Guerillas’; More claims, page 2 5

Barney Mashego. was ing “totally unaccepl::

g

“‘Guerillas’:
More claims

By ANTHONY JOHNSON
TWO MORE witnesses to the shooting of alleged
urban guerillas in Guguletu on March«3 have told
the PFP they saw a person “who appeared to be a

policeman shooting a man in the head at point blank |

range while he was lying motionless on the ground”,
These allegations come in the wake of other ac-

counts of the incident by witnesses who told the|

Cape Times that police shot and killed one guerilla
after he attempted to give himself up and “finished
off” another suspeet lying on the ground.

The latest round of allegations were made yester-|

day by witnesses interviewed by Mr Tian van der
Merwe, MP for Green Point and the PFP's alternate
spokesman on law and order.

The witnesses Mr Van der Merwe spoke to yester-
day told him that the person who had shot the
“motionless” guerilla “appeared to be in some posi-
tion of authority because he subsequently gave in-
structions to others who then responded "

Appeal for independent investigation

Mr Van der Merwe said yesterday: “I have no
reason to believe my informants were not telling the
truth. I must therefore again stress how important it
is that this incident be thoroughly investigated and
cleared up as early as possible.

“I further appeal to the government to have some
independent investigation instituted.

“The events of the last vear have grievously da-
maged the credibility of the police and investiga-
tion of policemen is not likely to produce a result
the public will accept,” Mr Van der Merwe said.

® Lieutenant Attie Laubscher, a police liaison bal

officer for the Western Cape, last night said in
reaction to the allegations: “The Commissioner of
Police has already made a statement in this regard
and I have nothing further to add.”

® The commanding officer of the Public Relations
Division of the SAP in Pretoria, Brigadier Jaap
Venter, said last night that the police had already
made statements on the issue and were not pre-
pared to comment any further.
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Part of the huge crowd — estimated at about 30 DDD — march in the funeral processmn in Guguletu on Saturday.
Cape Times Newscolour: Obed Zilwa

ANC flags at Guguletu funeral

By TONY WEAVER
SATURDAY'S funeral service for sev-
en alleged urban guerillas saw open
defiance of a magisterial order ban-
ning any political content in speech-
es.

An_initial crowd of about 6000
people swelled to 15000 and then to
over 30000 — it was impossible to
accurately estimate the final total —
in a day which saw Guguletu become a
virtual stronghold of the African
National Congress.

Bul approached for comment yes-
terday afternoon, a police liaison offi-
cer for the Western Cape, Lieutenant
Attie Laubscher, stated: “We ob-
served the crowd from our police heli-
copter and we estimated that there
were not more than 3 000 people pre-
sent at any stage of the funeral. To say
there were 30000 mourners is incor-
rect and false.”

An order published on Friday by
the chief magistrate of Wynberg, Mr W
‘Theron, that speakers had to be minis-
ters of religion, were banned from

criticizing or discussing any form of
government world-wide or the South
African Police and that no banners or
placards be displayed, was totally dis-
regarded,

Casspirs, Buffels, sneeze machines
ami polu:u vans cordoned off the

, but non id and jour-
nalists proceedlng to the funeral were
allowed through after being warned
entry was at their “own risk".

One person who came through told
of being given directions to the
funeral by a policeman.

The eoffins of Mr Mandla-Simon
Mxinwa, Mr Zola Alfred Swelani, Mr
Godfrey Jabulani Miya, Mr Christo-
pher Piet, Mr Themba Mlifi, Mr Za-
bonke John Konile and Mr Themba
Madiyane were draped with ANC

The police unit retreated to a Cas-
spir.

It was only around 5pm, when
several hundred marched singing to
within about 100 metres of four Cas-
spirs and four vans at a police road-
block on NY108, that police fired tear-
gas.

As far as could be ascertained, no
birdshot or rubber bullets were fired,
and police denied a Sapa report thata
man was shot in the leg by a Lavistown
policeman identified as “Barnard”.

The 8am police unrest report from
Pretoria said yesterday that teargas
was fired after police vehicles were
stoned, but Lieutenant Laubscher
said yesterday: “There were no stones
thrown at the police. Police used

flags throughout the cer

Around 4pm, as a huge crowd
marched down NY108 into Old Klip-
fontein Road, about 2 000 members of
the crowd charged a police lookout
mounted on an open stretch of land
near the N2 highway.

force by firing teargas at
several hundred marchers who came
within 50 metres of a police road-
block.

“Three warnings were given in
Xhosa, English and Afrikaans.”

® The Progressive Federal Party's

alternate spokesman on law an order
and MP for Green Point, Mr Tian van
der Merwe, said in a statement yester-
day the “mercifully peaceful” funeral
could “so easily have turned into a
violent fiasco if any attempt was made
to enforce the stupid restrictions im-
posed by the government”.

“Somewhere in the hierarchy of the
police force somebody was wise
enough to prevent interference in
spite of the patent disregard for the
very oppressive and obnoxious condi-
tions issued in the name of the chiel
magistrate of Wynberg."

He said: “Mr Louis le Grange, Mr P
W Botha and the whole rotten Nation-
alist Government must realize that
they would have been responsible if
further deaths oceurred on Saturday,
because they are finally responsible
for the laws and the officials that im-
posed these provocative conditions.”

® Chanting crowd praises ANC, an-
other picture, page 2
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At Saturday’s mass funeral in Guguletu, a United Democratic Front

guard of honour salutes the seven alleged African National Con-
gress guerillas shot dead by police on March 3.

Chanting crowd praises ANC

Stalf Reporter

IT MADE litile differ-
ence to the 30 000 people
that attended the funeral
in Guguletu on Saturday
that parents of some of
the seven men killed in a
shootout with police on
March 3 have said their
sons were not involved
in politics.

Disregarding South
African security laws,
speakers eulogized the

mmu-
nist Party and the ANC's
armed wing, Umkhonto
we Sizwe.

The funeral proces-
sion marched under the
banners of the ANC and
the SACP, while posters
read “viva Tambe, viva
Slove” (Oliver Tambo
and Joe Slove), “Viva MK

(Umkhonto we Sizwe)
and “Viva ANC",

The seven were buried
in a ceremony which saw
possibly the largest out-
pouring of support for
the African National
Congress in Cape Town
since the Defiance Cam-
paign of the 19505 and
1960s.

More than 100 white
people were present,
most of them supporters
of the United Democrat-
ie Front. They were

n a warm reception,
and cries of “viva maga-
bane"” (long live com-
rade) went up as th
mingled In the crowd.

A number of whites
wearing UDF shirts were
asked to act as a guard of
henour to the dead men.

In shert, Guguletu was
under the control of the
ANC for the day.

Marshalls wearing
ANC and UDF colours
malntained discipline
during the 3km funeral
procession.
more than
30 000 people — some es-
timates put the crowd at
over 40 — ran two
kilometres to the ceme-
tery chanting “Oliver
Tambo, Oliver Tambo™,

Militant speeches
characterized the cere-
mony,

Mr Aubrey Mokoena,
c”hlldrmnl of the Release

andela Campaign, said
of the dead men: “They
were not terrorists, they
were democrats and
freedom lovers.”

A minibus speeds past a burning barricade
in NY108, Guguletu, after the funeral.
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JOURNALISTS' PRESS CONFERENCE BAN RECALLED

Guguletu Seven ‘executed’ |

THE TRC hearing into the “Guguletu 7" killings was told that
three witnesses claimed that a man was shot with his
hands held up in surrender. EUNICE RIDER reports.

EN the Cape Times
reported that palice had
“executed” unarmed

Guguletu men in full view of resl-
denits of 3 nearby hostel, the aime
reporter and later other reporters
were banned from police press con-
ferences.

Cape Times journalist Chris
Bateman yesterday told the Trith
and Reconciliation Commission,
whicts bs hoiding a two-day hearing
on the killing of the *Guguletu 7°
by police on March 3, 1985, that
according to three witnesses, one
man was shot with his hands in
the air in sumendes. Mot wene shot
at close range. Bateman. who was
the crime reporter at the time. said
that accoeding to his witnesses one
man was “finished off” by a police-
man whene he lay, severely wound-
ed_on the ground

Batemnan said the witnesses had
been sdamant sbout what they

Journalist told police out to get him

FORMER sentor Cape Times reporter
Tory Weaver was warned by a police-
man that other policemen had been
eought to Cape Town to “get™ him
and other members of the media.

Weaver told Archbishop Des
mond Twhy and the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commissian in the city yes-
terday that former police |Exison offi-
cer tenant Attle Laubscher had
appecached him and told him In con-
fidence that several policemen were
betng sent from Knugendorp and Pre-
torta 0 “get” him.

He said he had taken this 2 3 well-

told him had happened and he
had believed them.

After the witnesses’ account
and the police version were pub-
Iistved 6m the fromnt page the follow-
ing day, the asked him to
sign an affidavie. When he refused
e was served with a Section 205
subpoena to reveal the identities of
the withetses he had spoken to

dence the TRC heard, it would goa
long way towards reconciliation in
South Africa

Ome of Batenian's witnesss, Mr
General Sibaca, told the comimk-
ston that when police came 1o im
after he had spoken to Bateman,
ey threatered to arrest him for
harving said that he saw an execu-
Hom: “They wanted to ascertain
whether | was & genuine witness or
whether the Cape Times had paid
me to lie,” b said.

The "Guguletu 7° were Mt
Christopher Piet, Mr Alfred Zola,
M

He then found the by-then tes-
rifled witesses again 1o obtaén affi.
davits and they told him police
had slready Wproac hed them, k-
ing one why he had *lied” 1o the

come” at the erime press confer-
enges and was effectively prevent.
el from dolng his job as the Cape

Cape Times. Thmess crime reporter.
Baersan said he wins then hanred Bateman, who now covers the
from the daily police p i incial sabd it was

ences and the ban was [ter evended
toall Cape Times reporter.

Some weeks lates, after debate
in Parliament and complaints to
the Mewspaper Press Unlon, the
ban was rescinded. But Bateman
1aid he had rem ed “unwel-

meant waming and that ITN televi-
slon cameraman Gearge De'Ath way
killed at KTC Squatter Camp the fol-
lowing day on June 11, 1986

Weaver, who later became deputy
news editor, said he had not wit
nessed or covered the deaths of the
“Guguletu 7°, but was giving evi-
dence before the TRC 1o put the evi-
dence of other witnesses and joumal-
Ists into contest

He sald that a1 the time there was
wide-ranging perception that the
police were *a law unto themselves”
and that police also made a “concert-
ed effort to restrict media coverage”

Weaver said there was clear collu-

the first time he had attended o
hearing of the TRC and he had
Ieen surprised at the strength of

Mr lohn Kanile, Mr
Themba Muli, Mr Mansdla Mxin-
wa, Mr Zanisile Zenith Miobo and
Mr Godirey Celani Miya.

At the time of the shooting,
police denled that the men were
shot in cold blood, saying they had
receivied information that a police
wehicle was to be ambushed by
ANC guerrillas on the moming of
the shooting and that they had

“suriows error® in trying him on four
charges under Section 27b of the
Police Act for p .

his emations an heasing evidence  retaliated when a ha was
from the parents of the shain men.  thrown at them. Two consecutive
He said If people living in plush  inquests clesred the police of any
suburbs “really Hstened® to the evi-  hlame in the shootings.
Media urged
to explain
st between the police mughr wits lei
doeke vigilante group and there had i
‘been evidence that the police had rolemn p‘lSI
supplied the Witdoeke with weapons
and bed them ko battle. THE media should make 3
He believed the police had made a  submission to the Truth

and Reconciliation Com-
mission on its role during

about the police without taking rea-
wonable steps to establish the veraclty
of clalms he was reporting, because
the evidence that came out in the
trial would never have emenged ath-
erwhie.

Weaver — now a freelance jour-

the apartheid conflict,
© chalrman

palice in an ambush

Police “falsified affidavit
to implicate Guguletu T

POLICE executed at least two of
seven suspected guemillas. known
as the Guguletu Seven, kilked in an
ambissh i1 March 1986, and then

Archbishop Desmond
Tt said ¥

Tutu said this would
assist the commission to
pakmit a completc pbcrure of
the past confiict.

nalist —was Iter acquitted

The  Archblshop's
remarks followed testimo-

i formeer Cape Times
|n}::1r’gnliu Tony lz':wnr at
a hearing on the pollce
shooting of the so-called
Guguletu Seven in March
1986,

Weaver said elemenits
of the media were guilty of
collusion with the former
Mational Party govern-
ment, either by remaining
siletyt on key events of map-
pressing the truth. — Sapa
IESSING T CruLis — syt

 falsified w0
an inguest, the Truth Commission
seard yesterday,
e police version o the events
abd potioe had been tipped off that
n SAP suaff bus would be
umbushed by uMkhonto wesizwe
ruerrillas. It was alleged that a
Jandgrenade was thrown at the
solice, who shot back in seli-

defence,
Human rights violations com-

mi
Madikizela said yesterday that
had

Lo, was submitied by police &
an exhibit at the inquest lnta the
deaths of the G Seven.

I thve affibavit, Lazamo alleged-
Iy identified several of the mwen as
being among a group of five men
who had stolen money, a battery
and a generator from himn.

Gobodo-Madikizela said com-
mission investigators had became
suspichous after noticing that the
signature on & statement in which
Lazarro reported the robbery did
not ¢orrespond with ene on the
alficavia.

Lazarro told the commission
yestenday that when he reporied
the robbery, police had Inlmwrn

are the peopie who robbed me.”

Wihen Tee was shown the docu-
ment at yesterday's hearing.
Lazarro sabd the signature on the
affidavit was not his.

In evidence about the killings,
dairy worker Mr General Sibaca
told the commission he had
watched from a hestel window.

=& white man called out ‘Skict

. hom'. He (the black man) was
kneed In the back and fell. He was
shot twice. Then he died.™

School bus driver Mr Ronald
Benting recalied how his bus was
stopped by police in Guguletu on
the day of the shooting. Inside the
s were 13 disabled children and

et Ms Pat Smith.

uncovered evidence suggesting
that the b falsified an affi-
davit to implicate several of the
dead men n the robbery of a town-
shi| "

|"i‘hc affidavit,allegedly signed
by Guguletd resident Mr Rudi

Him ph hs of the Guguletu
Seven and asked if he recognised
amy of them.

“1said no ... Thiey were definite-
Iy ok the who robibed me.”

The alfidavit submittzd by
police to the ingquest  Joted
Lazarro a8 saying: “la- these

“There was 3 man lying in the
road. A European policeman
approached (him). He ook out a
pistol or a revolver and shot the
man twice through the head, in
front of the 13 children in the bnn.®

BURNING PROTEST: A b cives past a flaming barricade in Guguietu after the March 7, 1966, burial of seven ableged guentllas who were!
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