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Church of Southern Africa possible? What was it that needed to be done first to
convince disillusioned blacks that white Christians were committed to a union where
blacks will not be discriminated against. All these questions, as was the case with
the ecumenical movement, will always force us to ask searching questions about our
understanding of the message of the Scriptures. It is clear that there was very little
reflection on the Word of God for the churches during the whole negotiation’s
process. The call to a union requires that both churches work to establish and
maintain an open community of theological discourse as they seek to find one
another and to learn to witness together in such a divided society.

It is important that we revisit Scripture, ask what God wants done but before we
wrestle with that, may | appeal to the African understanding of “ukuzalana” (being
relatives or a family or a clan). | want to suggest that in and through Christ, God has
made us relatives. We are related to one another. We are a clan. The people of
God can be described as a family clan, a theocratic nation, an institutional state, and
afflicted remnant, and a religious community. An African understanding of
relatedness lays emphasis on what is common between two or more people or
groups that are related to one another whilst acknowledging what is unique to each
one of them. These are usually blood relations no matter how distant they are.
Relatives have to explain by tracing how related they are. It may be a relation that is
either maternal or paternal. That which is common becomes very important as a
binding factor. All other things which do not enhance the common bond are ignored.
Most Africans would take a lot of effort to want to find out about relatives. Asking
very searching questions on meeting another person too often does this. This would

go on and on until one says: “Tyhini! Siyazalana! Which means: “Wow we

relatives!”
1.1 The church as the body of Christ.

We recognize that the expression “body of Christ” can be used in a very flexible and
elastic manner (Minear, 1960, 175). However, we shall use it as referring to
members of the church as belonging to the body of the risen Christ thus constituting
the body of Christ. Paul describes the church in Corinth (1 Cor 12:12f) and in Rome
(Rom 12:4f) as the body of Christ. He uses the body figure to describe the

relatedness of Christians as members of Christ and of each other. By presenting the
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