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CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

21 INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

The empirical study of the translation process emerged in the early 1980s in
opposition to earlier methods where researchers largely relied on intuition and
anecdotal evidence to obtain the necessary data (Biber, Conrad & Reppen
1998:03). Researchers were no longer interested in what was theoretically
possible, but rather in studying actual language used in naturally occurring
texts. Older methods no longer sufficed. New methods that could cope with the
demands of researchers who based their findings on data that was verifiable by
observation or experience, developed.

The corpus-based approach (see par. 2.2.4) was developed especially for this
need. Laviosa (1998b:1) regards this development very highly because she
believes that the corpus-based approach “... was evolving through theoretical
elaboration and empirical realization, info a coherent, composite and rich
paradigm that addresses a variety of issues pertaining to theory, description
and the practice of translation”. This development makes it possible for new
kinds of investigation into language to be undertaken (Biber et al.1998:233).
The aim of this new type of research is to discover the similarities and
differences in respect of certain linguistic features that exist between translated
and original texts. Shlesinger (1998:03) believes that corpus linguistics (see
par. 2.3) is the answer as it has long been known to reveal large amounts of
data about corpora to which it is applied. Kennedy (1998:4) champions the
corpus-based approach because he values the fact that a corpus could, along
with all its other advantages, be “... analysed and compared with other corpora
or parts of corpora to study variation". Corpus linguistics supplies the tools and
methodologies while the analysis of the selected corpora supplies the data that
makes linguistic study possible (Kenny 2002:105)
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