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own way, to develop a fundamental idea of Hegel's, namely, 'that reason governs
the world, and that world history is therefore a rational process" (Hegel 1975:27).
Given this idea as his point of departure, Habermas has also critically appropriated
the ideas of Max Weber as well as Gyoérgy Lukacs, in an effort to recast the
question of modernity from a sociological perspective in order to provide a more
positive account of the processes of modernization and rationalization than that of
his predecessors, Horkheimer and Adorno, as presented in their joint effort
Dialectic of Enlightenment (orig. 1944, trans. 1993). Habermas's commitment to the
idea of reason as an historical process forms the basis of his approach to

modernity. As he once put it:

Reading Adorno had given me the courage to take up systematically what
Lukacs and Korsch represented historically: the theory of reification as a
theory of rationalization, in Max Weber's sense. Already at that time, my
problem was a theory of modernity, a theory of the pathology of modernity,
from the viewpoint of the realization - the deformed realization - of reason

in history. (Habermas 1992:98.)

Habermas's critical assessment of modernity has found its fullest expression in his
two-volume The Theory of Communicative Action (1984, 1987a). It is on the basis
of the arguments advanced in that complex study that Habermas turns his attention
to the post-structuralist aesthetically inspired critique of the modern conception of
reason (and the attendant processes of rationalisation within modernity).
Habermas's engagement with the French representatives of modernity is
articulated in his combative and controversial The Philosophical Discourse of
Modernity (1987b). The (political) implications of the debate are further explored
in his collection of essays in The New Conservatism (1989), and the
postmetaphysical angle of his approach can be found in his Postmetaphysical

Thinking (1992). | will also focus on Habermas's important encounter with Rorty,
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