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the less desired H. diversicolor supertexa (e.g. H. asinina) would achieve

similar prices.

South Africa's competitive position in the international abalone arena is not only
affected by the total supply-demand ratio of abalone, but even more by the
supply-demand ratio of the more desired abalone species. While South Africa’s
farmers have chosen to farm only one species, the endemic H. midae, the
country's failure to diversify its production to include other species, could
possibly be the industry’s single biggest shortcoming. Whether this decision
was the correct one, however, goes beyond the scope of this study.

Table 1.2 Wholesale prices (price/kg) of live abalone at Tokyo central
wholesale market (December 19-26, 2003)

(Source: Southwest Regional Office: National Marine Fisheries Service)

It is important to make a distinction between the market for cultivated abalone
and the wild product. As for most other countries, the wild product from
Australia® has limited markets. It is restricted by minimum harvest size limits®.
The mariculture product, in contrast, can be sold at any size. The world market
for this kind of abalone is largely for live individuals in the size range 50-100
mm (Hone and Fleming, 1998). Known as ‘cocktail abalone’, the product has

proved to be popular in Asian markets, which prefer whole portions. Cultured

3 Australia is the leading exporter of wild-caught abalone, contributing about 60% to world
production (Litany and De Silva, 2001).
4 In the case of Australia the size ranges from 120-146 mm.
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