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CHAPTER 2

EDUCATION OF LEARNERS WHO ARE DEAF AND INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

2.1 INTRODUCTION

The chapter will begin with a discussion of learners who are deaf, aspects of deafness and the
educational needs of learners who are deaf. Thereafter, an international perspective will be presented
with a specific focus on patterns of placement in order to contextualise the issue of placement. This
will be followed by a South Africa perspective on deaf education. The move towards inclusive
education will then be discussed as well as some of the main features of the inclusion of learners who
are deaf. The chapter will be concluded with the listing of the indicators identified in the literature as

being important for the inclusion of learners who are deaf in mainstream classes.

2.2 LEARNERS WHO ARE DEAF

2.2.1 The profile of a learner who is deaf

A learner who is deaf is foremost a child, with the full range of diversity in terms of personality,
temperament, intellectual abilities and disabilities, learning problems, physical well-being, other
disabilities, etc. applicable to all children. The only distinctive factor of this group of children is their
varying degrees of hearing loss and the ensuing effect on communication. There is no typical profile
applicable to all children who are deaf (Watson, Gregory and Powers, 1999). However, their hearing
loss intensifies the impact of difficulties experienced in any aspect of diversity. Deafness combined
with any other disability exponentially increases the impact of the already high impact of deafness.
The barriers to learning become more complicated and difficult to overcome. Environmental factors
also differ and impact on the child who is deaf. The implication for education is that the educational
needs of learners who are deaf will differ from child to child based on the unique computation of
diversity in each child. It is critical that this be taken into account when planning for education (Ojile,
1998:115). There are several parameters of deafness which impact on any particular child’s
experience of deafness. Some of the terms most commonly referred to that have not been defined in

chapter one, will be defined, in the following section.

2.2.2 Parameters of deafness

2,2.2.1 Hearing Impairment

Hearing impairment is a general term which is used to describe varying degrees of hearing loss. The
varying degrees of hearing loss are categorised according to the lowest intensity at which sound is

perceived and is measured in decibels. Persons with a mild hearing loss fall within the 20-40 dB
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