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“The main defence and security exemption in the Act is contained in Section 41(1),
which provides that the information officer of a public body may refuse a request for
access to a record of the body if its disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause
prejudice in the defence or the security of the Republic” (Retief, 2002: 31). Retief says
although the value accorded to national security is widely recognised as a vital and
legitimate concept, “there is an urgent need to define the meaning of ‘national security’ in

a comprehensive and consistent way’ (2002:31).

South Africa’s Bill of Rights acknowledges freedom of expression and access to
information as basic human rights, yet neither is absolute. Retief (2002:27) says “the
right to obtain and disseminate information and ideas is not absolute; it is constantly
under pressure from other values such as privacy, national security, public order and

public health amongst others™.

Radebe believes the problem of conflict of interest arises, as PPC members who do
obtain top-secret documents, will not be able to reveal the content “at any cost”. The
presidency’s security office made it clear that a journalist will be charged with breaking
the law if top-secret information leaks out. A concerned Radebe mentions the Watergate
and Muldergate scandals and says if it were not for journalists who obtained confidential
government information, the wrongdoing by the United States and South African

governments would not have been exposed.

According to Radebe only a few of the representatives at the 9 December meeting voiced
serious objections to the punishment of journalists who violate confidentiality
agreements. The Act is now being studied after which the respective parties would meet

again.

Radebe says it is of crucial importance that the media’s role be recognised and respected.
Representatives of the media sector have agreed that the president should draw up a
document of understanding regarding the media’s role in South Africa - one that would

serve as a blueprint for at least another 20 years. According to Radebe, this
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