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2.1.2 Egypt

At the time of the Babylonian conquest, nine hundred years have elapsed
since the Israelites' exodus from Egypt under the leadership of Moses the
Lawgiver. In the meantime, the Israelite slaves had become kings, gave rise to
two kingdoms (united under David and Solomon), and have entered into
numerous treaties as well as dynastic and political marriages with their former
masters from Egypt. Egyptian art and symbolism featured strongly in Israelite
Temple worship, as manifested by Ezekiel's vision in Ezekiel 8. Immediately
prior to the conquest, in 589 BCE, Zedekiah, in league with Egypt and Tyre,
went into open revolt against Nebuchadnezzar. This was the catalyst that
eventually led to the Babylonian captivity.

After the defeat of Judah a group of Judean military chiefs fled to safety
with their allies in Egypt, taking with them the prophet Jeremiah and his scribe,
Baruch. There they reverted to worship of the Queen of Heaven, Ishtar. When
rebuked by the prophet, they replied:

"We have no intention of listening to the word you have
just spoken to us in Yahweh's name, but intend to go on doing
all we have vowed to do: offering incense to the Queen of
Heaven and pouring libations in her honour, as we used to do
... in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem." (Jer. 44;
17,18)

From this it is clear that the worship of Egyptian deities was still
commonplace in Judah at the time just prior to Nebuchadnezzar's conquest,
that is nine hundred years after the exodus.
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