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From this we can see that perhaps there needs to be a change in planning perspective
for EIA to truly fulfill its purpose, in that it can become “..an adaptive, integrative and
interactive means of decision making in environmental planning” (Smith 1993:186).
This would involve the integration of both the ‘technocratic planning’ and the
‘politicized process’ perspectives. According to Smith (1993; 95) EIA should become
“.. A bridge to integrate the science of environmental analysis with the politics of

resource management”.
2.4 The nature of EIA

ElAs meet a multitude of objectives, some of which will be discussed in this section.
Foremost, according to Glasson (1995: 8) EIA serves as an aid to decision making by
providing a systematic analysis of the implications of a proposed development or
action, by providing objective information on the environmental consequences of the
action and its alternatives. It also aims to redress the problem of environmental
problems previously being ignored in relation to political and economic considerations
(Van Rensburg 1999:13).

Assessments also aid the formulation of development actions. They accommodate the
parallel consideration of design, location and environmental issues indicating areas
that need modification, so as to eliminate negative, irreversible impact on the
environment. “ The consideration of environmental impacts early in the planning life of
a development can lead to environmentally sensitive development; to improved
relations between the developer, the planning authority and the local communities; to a
smoother planning permission process; and links such concepts of negotiation and

redesign to the current dominant environmental themes ...” (Glasson 1995:8).

ElAs, in addition to aiding decision making on a desired course of action, must weigh
alternative means of achieving the same goal. There are several things that are

fundamental in achieving this purpose as stated by Fuggle and Rabie (1983:486):
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