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shortages were also experienced in Syria. Extant Greco-Roman evidence of the period
shows that it was a shortage of uneven intensity spread over a number of years (Winter
1994,69). Grain shortages were a political responsibility and city rulers usually made use of
benefactors during such a period. This was a long established tradition in the cities. The
church in Antioch could have looked to one of their rich members to be a benefactor. One
of their leaders, Manaen, was a Palestinian of high standing (Acts 13:1). He grew up in the
court of King Herod and he would have had the wealth and connections to be a benefactor
for the poor brethren in Judea. He would have been the natural choice to play such a
strategic role during a famine. However, the church in Antioch decided not to follow the
policies in the cities. The church allowed all working members in the church to be
benefactors. They all had to be responsible for the grain supply and therefore they all gave
according to their individual abilities (Acts 11:29). This was a new and radical approach to
benefactions. Winter (1994,75) states that this would have been seen as a social revolution
to the outsider in the Greco-Roman world. This action was based on a Christian principle.
Paul writing to the church in Antioch stated that all Christians had to do good, especially to
help the poor Christians (Gal. 6:10). A new principle was also established that it was the
duty of the whole church to support the Jerusalem community (Schlatter 1961,114). This is
one reason why Paul established his Jerusalem collection in the churches he had founded.
He also wanted to keep his churches in relation to the Jerusalem church. The church in
Antioch might have collected the famine relief money over a period of time through weekly

donations. They could have had two or three years to collect this money.

When the Judean famine occurred in 46 AD, Barnabas and Paul were chosen as delegates
from the church in Antioch to take the famine relief to Judea. Titus, a Greek convert, could
also have gone with them at this time as a representative of the church in Antioch (Gal 2:1).
They did not merely go to hand over the relief money, but probably also acted as
administrators of the relief. Ramsay (1927,52) explains that the manner of relief must, of
course, have been by purchasing and distributing corn, for it would have shown criminal
incapacity to send gold to a starving city. This means that the delegates from Antioch
would have bought food and then would have come to distribute it in Judea. It was a severe
famine and some of the inhabitants of Judea had died. Queen Helena of Adiabene also
visited Jerusalem at this time and brought figs from Cyprus and corn from Egypt to help the
poor in this city (Winter 1994,64) She stayed in Jerusalem until the famine had ended.
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